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H  E  year  of  which  we  treat  wasfo  abundant 
X  in  military  event,  that  if  ail  other  memorials 
of  the  fame  nature  were  loft,  it  might  afford  no  very 
imperfed  tranfcript  of  the  art  of  modern  war  in  all 
its  forms,  whether  by  fea  or  by  land.  Though  we 
are  not  aftonifhed  by  the  appearance  of  fuch  im- 
menfe  armies  as  have  fo  often  defolated  the  old 
world,  nor  by  thofe  adions  which  have  in  a  day- 
decided  the  fate  of  nations  and  empires,  we  fee  as 
vaft  though  lefs  concentrated,  operations  of  war, 
conduded  upon  its  moft  fcientific  princi  pies.  When 
taken  in  a  general  view,  the  combination  of  its  de¬ 
tached  parts  forms  a  great  whole,  whether  confi- 
dered  with  refped  to  adion  or  confequence.  We 
fee  the  war  rage,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
countries  on  both  tides  of  the  North  River,  on  the 
Chefapeak,  in  South  Carolina,  the  Floridas,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  the  Weft  Indies,  the  American 
the  Weft  Indian  feas.  Through  this  arrangement, 
in  part  fortuitious  and  in  part  the  effed  of  defign, 
we  are  prefented  with  a  number  of  the  beft  con- 
duded  and  fevereft  adions  recorded  in  hiftory.  We 
behold,  in  an  unhappy  contention  between  Eng- 
lifhmen,  the  greateft  exertions  of  military  fkill,  a 
valour  which  can  never  be  exceeded,  and  all  the 

A  2  pen* 
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F  R  E  F  A  C  £, 


perfection  of  difcipline  exhibited  on  the  one  fide, 
and  oppofed  on  tlie  other  by  an  "unconquerable  r c-* 
folutiOn  and  perieverance,  infpired  and  fupported 
by  the  enthuliafm  of  liberty. 

If  the  foldier  finds  abundant  matter  of  entertain¬ 


ment  and  obfervation  in  the  recital  of  thefe  events, 
the  ftatefmah  and  philofopher  will  not  find  lefs 
room  for  ferious  contemplation  in  the  caufes  and 
confequences  of  the  contention.  They  have  led  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind ;  they  have  opened  the  way  to  new  fyf- 
fems  of  policy;  and  to  new  arrangements  of  power 
and  of  commerce.  To  the  whole  Britifh  nation, 
however  difperfed  in  the  old  or  in  the  new  world, 
every  part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  contention,  in  all 
its  circumftanecs  and  confequences,  muft  at  all 

JL  7 

times  be  in  the  higheft  degree  interefting. 

It  would  be  trefpafling  too  far  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  public,  to  trouble  them  with  any  detail  of 
the  unavoidable  and  unfortunate  interruptions 
which  have  occ  Toned  the  delay  of  our  prefent 
publication.  Weconfole  ourfelves  in  the  hope, 
that  thole  caufes  will  not  appear  in  any  degree  to 
have  operated  with  refpedi  to  the  attention  which 
we  have  have  paid  to  a  faithful  difeharge  of  our 
duty  in  the  conduct  of  the  Hiftory,  The  happy 
return/)!7  the  public  tranquility  will,  by  leflening 
oil f  labours,  enableus  to  recover  our  former  ftation 
in  point  of  publication, 
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Retrcfpeflive  view  of  affairs  in  Europe  in  the  year  1780.  Admiral  Geary 
appointed  to  the  command  oj  the  channel  fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy.  Eafl  and  W.efl  India  convoy  taken  by  the  combined  fleets ,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz.  Lofs  fuflained  by  the  Quebec  fleet..  Admiral  Geary 

reflgns ,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Admiral  Darby .  M.  de  Guichen  arrives  at 
Cadiz,  and  the  French  fleets  return  to  France.  Great  gallantry  difplayed 
in  various  engagements  between  Britijh  and  French  frigates.  Siege  of 
v  Gibraltar,  Spanijh  firefhips  deflroyed.  Succefs  of  General  Elliot  in  de¬ 
ft  roy  in  g  the  enemy’’ s  works.  Ffueen  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  the 
armed  neutrality .  Germany.  Election  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to 
the  coadjutorfhip  of  Cologne  and  Munfler ,  oppcfed  in  vain  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  Correfpondence  between  the  King  and  the  Elector  of  Cologne  on 
the Jubjed.  Meeting  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Rufjia ,  at  Mo - 
hilow  in  Poland.  Proceed  together  t»  Peterfburgh .  King  of  Sweden 
viflts  Holland.  Death  of  the  E mp refs-  flueen,  and  fome  account  of  that 
great  princefs.  Ffueflion,  by  torture,  aboli/hed  for  ever  by  the  French 
/ring.  Great  reform  of  his  houfhold.  Loans  negociated  by  the  court  of 
Madrid.  Public  and  private  contributions  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of  the 
Jlate.  Humanity  of  the  bijhop  of  Lugo.  Duke  of  Modena  abolifhes  the  In* 
quifltion  in  his  dominions. 


TH  E  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  about  the  middle  of 
May  1780,  occafioned  fome  diffi- 
Vol.  XXIV. 


culty  with  refpedl  to  a  proper  com¬ 
mander,  who  would  undertake  the 
important  charge  of  the  channel 
[^]  fleet. 
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fleet,  as  the  difcontents  which  had 
fo  long  prevailed  in  tl\e  navy,  kept 
feveral  of  our  bed  officers  from  the 
fervice.  Toremovethis  difficulty. 
Admiral  Geary,  an  experienced  of¬ 
ficer,  but  who,  like  his  predeceffor, 
had  for  many  years  retired  from  ac¬ 
tual  fervice,  was  prevailed  on  to 
abandon  his  retreat,  and  to  enter  a- 
new  into  the  aCtive  duties  of  his 
profeffion- 

He  failed  from  Spithead  pretty 
early  in  June,  with  23  fail  of  the 
line,  feveral  of  which  were  capital 
fhips,  and  was  "joined  during  his 
cruize  by  five  or  fix  more.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  fleet  from 
Bred  had,  according  to  a  cuflom 
Jiow  becoming  annual,  formed  a 
junction  with  the  Spaniards  at  Ca¬ 
diz  ;  by  which  the  allied  nations 
acquired  fuch  a  fuperiority,  at 
lead  in  point  of  number,  (though 
with  refpeCt  to  real  force  and  con¬ 
dition  it  might  perhaps  have  ad¬ 
mitted  of  home  doubt)  as  afforded 
them  the  apparent  dominion  of  the 
European  feas. 

Admiral  Geary  had  the  fortune, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  to  fall 
in  with  a  rich  convoy  from  Port 
au  Prince,  of  which  he  took  twelve 
merchantmen ;  but  a  thick  and 
fudden  fog  checked  his  fuccefs, 
and  along  with  the  nearnefs  and 
danger  ot  the  enemy’s  coaft,  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  the  red, 
as  well  as  to  the  fhips  of  war  by 
whom  they  were  guarded,  to  make 
their  efcape.  It  happened  unfor¬ 
tunately,  that  the  fatisfa&ion  af¬ 
forded  by  this  fmall  fuccefs  was 
foon  overwhelmed  and  lod,  in  the 
contemplation  of  one  of  the  heavied 
blows  that  ever  had  been  fudained 
by  the  Britifh  commerce.- 

But  ]^fore  this  event  took  place, 
the  naval  commanders  having  re¬ 


ceived  intelligence,  that  a  detach¬ 
ed  lquadron  of  French  and  Spanifh 
fhips  of  war,  under  the  conduct  of 
M.  de  Beauifet,  were  cruizing  on 
the  coads  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
the  fquadron  proceeded  to  the 
fouthward,  at  lead  to  the  height  of 
Cape  Finiderre,  in  the  hope  of  in¬ 
tercepting  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  rich  and 
confiderable  convoy  for  the  Ead 
and  Wed  Indies,  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Capt.  Moutray  of  the  Ra¬ 
mifies,  and  two  or  three  frigates, 
failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  lat- 
ter  end  of  July,  and  were  inter¬ 
cepted,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  by 
the  combined  fleets,  under  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova.  The  convoy 
included,  befides  the  merchant¬ 
men,  eighteen  victuallers,  ftore- 
fhips,  and  tranfports,  dedined  for 
the  fervice  in  the  Wed  Indies  ;  one 
of  thefe  was  of  particular  import¬ 
ance,  being  laden  with  tents  and 
camp  equipage,  for  the  troops  de¬ 
fined  for  aCtive  fervice  in  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  The  five  Ead 
Indiamen,  likewife,  befides  arms, 
ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artil¬ 
lery,  conveyed  a  large  quantity  of 
naval  dores,  for  the  fupply  of  the 
Britifh  fquadron  in  that  quarter. 
The  five  Ead  India  fhips,  and 
above  fifty  Wed  Indiamen,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  upon  government 
account,  were  taken.  The  Ra¬ 
mifies,  with  the  frigates,  and  a  few 
Wed  India  fhips,  had  the  fortune 
to  efcape.  K 

Such  a  prize  had  never  before 
entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  An 
Englifh  fleet  of  near  fix,ty  fhips, 
led  captive  by  a  Spanifh  fquadron, 
was  extremely  flattering  to  a  peo¬ 
ple,  to  whom  naval  captures,  from 
fuch  an  enemy,  were  an  unufuai 
fpeCtacle.  All  their  antient  lodes, 

all 
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vill  the  infults  which  their  coafts, 
and  that  city  and  port  in  particu¬ 
lar,  had  formerly  endured,  feemed 
now,  at  one  droke,  to  be  done 
away. 

The  appearance  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  prifoners,  confiding  of  all 
orders  and  denominations,  and  re- 
fembling  more  the  various  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a‘  lacked  city,  than  the 
ordinary  crews  of  a  fleet,  feemed 
to  render  even  the  triumph  more 
complete,  andx  made  the  fight  dill 
more  fingular,  They  confided  of 
i52ofeamen,  including  their  pro¬ 
per  officers  ;  of  1255  l'oldiers,  part 
in  the  Ibrvice  of  the  crown,  and 
part  in  that  of  the  Eafi  India  com- 
pany  ;  of  74  land  officers  ;  of  149 
women  ;  and  of  137  paflengers,  of 
both  fexes,  among  whom  were 
fome  married  and  unmarried  ladies 
of  condition.  The  whole  amount¬ 
ing  to  2*365  perfons.  The  value 
of  the  faleable  commodities  was 
great ;  but  the  lofs  of  the  military 
and  naval  fupplies,  both  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany,  was  much  more  confidera- 
ble,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced 
in  time:  and  it  was  rendered  the 
more  particularly  unfortunate  to 
the  latter,  by  the  then  very  criti¬ 
cal  (though  in  Europe  yet  un¬ 
known)  date  of  their  affairs  in  the 
Eaft. 

About  the  fame  time  an  account 
was  received  of  the  lofs  of  a  great 
part  of  the  valuable  outward  bound 
Quebec  fleet,  which  was  intercept¬ 
ed  off'  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  by  fome 
American  privateers.  Some  of 
tliefe  veifels  were  retaken  ;  but  a- 
bout  fourteen  rich  fhips  were  carried 
entirely  off. 

Tliefe  heavy  Ioffes,  which,  in 
their  nearer  or  more  remote  confe- 


quences,  affefted  all  orders  of 
people,  fpread  a  general  gloom 
throughout  the  nation.  That 
diifatisfa&ion  which  had  long  pre- 
vailed  among  many,  with  refpeft 
to  the  conduit  and  government  of 
the  navy,  now  became  general, 
and  was  loudly  vented  in  clamour 
and  reproach.  As  the  combined 
fleets  were  known  to  be  at  Cadiz, 
and  their  putting  to  fea  anxioufly 
apprehended,  it  was  afked,  why 
the  con vo v  was  thrown  into  their 

J 

mouths,  by  fending  it  fo  clofe  to 
the  coad  of  Spain  ?  Or  if  there 
had  been  any  neceffify  for  fending 
it  that  courfe,  (which  was,  how¬ 
ever  denied)  why  was  it  not  better 
guarded  ?  Why  trud  fo  immenfe 
a  property,  and  of  fuch  peculiar 
importance,  to  a  Angle  man  of  war 
and  two  frigates  ?  Could  the  wed- 
erri,  or  grand  fleet,  as  it  was  called, 
have  been  better  employed,  than  in 
guarding  fo  valuable  a  convoy  till  it 
was  out  of  danger  ? 

When  to  tliefe  quedjons  it  waf^ 
anfwered,  that  the  caufe  of  the 
convoy’s  taking  that  courfe,  was 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  Ead  India  compa-? 
ny,  who  wanted  to  take  in  wines 
at  Madeira ;  it  was,  in  the  fird 
place,  replied,  that  it  was  by  nq 
means  neceffary  to  deer  fo  clofe  to 
the  continent  xof  Europe,  in  order 
to  touch  at  Madeira  ;  as  there  was 
not  a  force  fufficient  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  convoy,  the  courfe 
fliould  have  been  varied,  and  dat¬ 
ed  to  the  emergency  and  danger. 
But  it  was  infifted,  that  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  merchants,  in 
fo  very  trifling  a  particular,  was 
by  no  means  to  be  admitted  as  a 
reafon  for  touching  at  all  at  Ma¬ 
deira,  when  l'o  great  a  prize  was  at 
flake,  and  its  fafety  thereby  in  any 
[. A J  2  degree 
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degree  hazarded.  The  merchants 
might  have  provided  their  wines 
in  another  manner.  They  were 
no  politicians.  The  confideration 
of  fuch  matters,  belonged  proper¬ 
ly  and  folely  to  the  minifters  at 
large,  and  to  the  admiralty  in 
particular.  They  pofTefTed,  or 
ought  to  poffefs,  fuperior  political 
•knowledge,  and  they  had  all  the 
means  of  information  fully  in 
their  hands.  It  was  their  bufmefs 
and  duty,  in  ail  fuch  cafes,  to 
cure  the  ignorance,  or  to  correct 
the  felfiflmefs  of  the  merchants. 
Such  were  a  few  of  the  topics  ufed 
at  that  time  upon  the  fubjed. 

A  o  Upon  the  return  of  the 
*  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  Ad- 
1/0  *  miral  Geary  chofe  to  re- 
fign  the  command.  The  former 
difficulty  again  recurred.  It  was 
offered  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
who  had  been  his  fecond  upon  the 
late  cruize,  and  of  whofe  abilities 
every  body  was  convinced.  From 
■whatever  caufe  or  caufes  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  that  thole  profeffional  ho¬ 
nours  and  diftin£tions,  which  at 
all  other  times  had  been  emuloufly 
fought  after,  and  even  grafped  at 
with  the  utmoft  avidity,  were  now 
avoided,  fo  it  was,  that  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer  declined  the 
command.  He,  however,  offered 
his  fervices,  to  affift  and  fecond 
whoever  fhould  be  appointed.  In 
thefe  circumffances,  it  was  beftow- 
ed  011  Admiral  Darby,  who  flood 
next  in  rank  to  Mr.  Barrington. 

The  grand  fleet  failed  again,  a 
little  before  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  but  was  detained  by  con¬ 
trary  winds  for  fome  time  at  Tor- 
bay.  In  the  mean  time,  (as  we 
ftall  hereafter  more  fully  explain) 
the  Count  de  Guichen,  inftead  of 
directing  his  courfe  from  the  Weft 


Indies  to  America,  as  had  been 
evpected  and  intended,  found  his 
fhips  fo  lhattered,  and  his  crews  fo 
extremely  fickly,  that  he  judged  it 
neceffary,  to  proceed  dheCtly,  with 
the  great  convoy  under  his  charge, 
to  Europe.  It  is  probable,  that 
his  apprehenfion  of  falling  in  with 
the  Britifh  fleet,  was  the  motive 
of  his  di reeling  his  courfe  to  Ca¬ 
diz,,  where  he  arrived  towards  the 
latter  end  of  Oflober,  with  eighteen 
fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  fri¬ 
gates.  There  he  found  M.  de 
Eftaign,  with  a  large  fleet,  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  receive  and  conduct  him 
and  his  convoy  to  the  French 
ports.  The  French  united  fleet 
was  now  numerous  ;  amounting 
to  thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  two 
fifties,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates. 
Notwithftanding  which,  as  the 
Britifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Darby, 
was  now  known  to  be  in  the  way, 
the  Spaniards  conducted  them  al- 
moft  as  far  as  Cape  Finifterre.  It 
is  indeed  faid,  that  all  the  enemies 
fleets  were  in  very  bad  condition; 
and  that  thofe  which  had  fcarcely 
gone  out  of  fight  of  Cadiz  during 
the  campaign,  had  little  more  to 
boaft  of  in  that  refpeft,  than  the 
fhips  which  had  gone  through  fo 
much  hard  fervice  with  Guichen  in 
the  Weft  Indies. 

After  being  driven  back  into 
port,  by  a  ftorm  which  threw  them 
into  the  greateft  diforder,  and 
which  rendered  their  condition 
ftill  worfe,  the  French  took  their 
final  departure  from  Cadiz,  on  the 
7th  of  November.  What  would 
in  other  times  and  circumftances 
have  been  fatal,  now  produced  no 
effect  ;  this  was  no  lefs,  than  their 
falling  in,  after  the  feparation  of 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  with  Admiral 
Darby.  But  his  force  amounted 

only 
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only  to  twenty-two  fail  of  the  line, 
and  two  fifties.  This  great  fupe- 
riority,  as  we  could  not  be  quite 
certain  of  the  ill  condition  of  the 
enemy,  muft  neceflarily  have 
checked  all  well-governed  adven¬ 
ture.  It  has,  however,  been 
thought,  (and  the  opinion  received 
a  conAderable  fandtion,  from  what 
was  held  out  by  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  upon  the  fubject  in 
parliament)  that  their  condition, 
in  every  refpect  confidered,  en¬ 
cumbered  and  divided  as  they 
were  by  their  convoy,  an  attack 
would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  been  attended  with  the  molt 
decifive  confequences.  It  was  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  hoftile  fleets  were 
for  fome  days  fo  near  each  other, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  care 
and  nicety  to  prevent  their  being 
entangled  in  the  dark,  an  event, 
the  confequences  of  which,  both 
fides  were  equally  ftudious  to 
avoid. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  an 
extraordinary  number  of  well- 
fought  and  defperate  actions  took 
place,  both  in  the  old  and  the 
new  world,  between  £he  Britilh 
and  French  frigates  ;  in  which, 
though  the  former  had  conftantly 
the  advantage  when  upon  equal 
terms,  and  that  the  latter  wrere 
frequently  taken  j  yet  there  were 
fuch  inftances  of  profeffional  Ikill/ 
courage,  and  dexterity,  continu¬ 
ally  difplayed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  as  were  before  unknown 
in  the  French  marine.  It  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  no  naval  hi  (lory  of 
any  age,  could,  in  an  equal  lpace 
of  time,  afford  fo  many  inftances 
of  Angle  combat  between  Ihip  and 
fhip,  in  which  the  points  of  pro- 
fellional  and  national  honour  were 
fo  nobly  fuftained,  and  l'uch  nu¬ 


merous  a£ts  of  bravery  performed 
on  both  fides.  It  is  with  Angular 
pleafure,  and  no  fmall  pride,  we 
likewife  record,  that  in  thefe  hard 
and  bloody  trials  of  virtue,  the 
humanity,  liberality,  and  gene- 
rofity.  of  the  Britilh  officers,  rofe 
in  proportion  to  the  gallantry  of 
their  vanquifhed  enemies,  and  far 
exceeded  all  examples  of  paft 
times.  Indeed,  the  generous  're¬ 
gret  exprefled  for  thofe  who  had 
bravely  fallen,  the  kind  attention 
paid  to  thofe  who  lurvived,  and 
the  public  acknowledgements 
made  of  the  valour  of  both,  rather 
excited  images  of  what  we  imagine 
might  have  palfed  in  the  gallant 
contention  of  heroes  at  a  tourna¬ 
ment,  than  of  the  ufual  ferocity 
and  cruelty  of  war. 

The  Aege  of  Gibraltar  ftill  con¬ 
tinued.  The  blockade  on  the  land 
fide  commenced  in  the  month  of 
July  1779;  and  the  place  was 
loon  after  invefted  'as  clofely  by 
fea,  as  the  nature  of  the  gut,  and 
the  variety  of  the  wind  and  wea¬ 
ther  would  permit.  The  Spani¬ 
ards  likewife  laboured  incelfantly 
in  the  conftru£tion  of  wmrks,  as 
well  for  the  cover  and  fecurity  of 
their  camp  at  St.  Rocque,  as  for 
the  furtherance  of  their  future  in¬ 
tended  operations.  All  the  capi¬ 
tal  efforts  of  the  Spanilh  nation 
feemed  to  be  direfted  towards  that 
object  ;  and  fortunately  it  happen¬ 
ed  for  this  kingdom  they  were  fo 
directed. 

We  have  feen  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  the  Agnal  fuccels  which  at¬ 
tended  Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his 
voyage  to  adminiffer  iupplies  to 
that  garrifon  ;  a  fervice  which  he 
effedtually  performed.  From  that 
time^the  vigilance  and  induffry  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  endeavours 
M  3  to 
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to  cut  off  all  relief  by  fea,  was  re¬ 
doubled  %  and  the  difficulty  of  fup* 
plying  the  garrifon  was  continual¬ 
ly  increafing.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prefence  of  the  Panther  and 
Experiment  (hips  of  war,  and  of 
a  royal  Hoop,  which  lay  in  the 
bay,  was  a  grievous  eyefore  to  the 
enemy  5  and  greatly  checked  the 
ardour  of  their  enterprize,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  cut  off,  on  their  nearer 
approach,  thofe  veffels,  which  had 
the  fortune  to  elude  their  more  dis¬ 
tant  vigilance, 

A  {theme  was  accordingly  laid 
by  the  Spaniffi  commanders,  for 
burning  this  little  fquadron,  with 
fome  ordnance  tran fports  which 
lay  under  their  protection.  The 
defigh  Was  not  ill  formed.  A 
very  dark  night,  between  the  61I1 
and  7th  of  June,  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  execution  of  the  projeCL 
Seven  fite-ffiips  were  excellently 
prepared  for  the  purpofe,  Thefie 
were  fupported  by  a  crowd  of  row 
boats  and  gallies,  filled  with  men, 
and  with  every  kind  of  offenfive 
arms.  At  a  greater  diftance,  a 
fquadron  of  ffiips  of  war,  under 
She  Admiral  Don  Barcello,  flood 
off  and  on  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  $  not  only  to  cover  and  em¬ 
bolden  the  attack,  but  to  intercept 
any  veffels  which  might  attempt  to 
efcape.  The  wind  and  weather 
were  highly  favourable,  and  the 
darkriels  of  the  night  feemed  to  in- 
fure  fuccefs.  ^  "  . 

The  Britilh  commanders  had  not 
the  fmalleil  notice  of  their  dan¬ 
ger,  until  they  were  alarmed  at 
one  in  the  morning,  by  the  ap¬ 
proaching  flames  of  the  burning 
fire-ffiips.  Without  fin-prize  or  ' 
confternation  at  fo  dangerous  an 
appearance,  they,  with  the  moil 
immediate  pretence  of  mind,  in- 


Handy  manned  all  their  boats  5 
'and  the  officers  and  feamen  with 
their  ufual  intrepidity,  met,  and 
grappled  the  fire  ffiips  5  and  then, 
amidft  the  bu riling  of  Ihells,  and 
all  the  horror's  of  a  fcene  which 
teemed  with  inftanf  deftruCliorj, 
boldly  towed  them  off,  and  run 
them  on  different  parts  of  the 
Tore.  They  had  fcarcely  got 
clear  of  this  firff  let  of  fire-ffiips, 
when  two  large  veffels  were  per¬ 
ceived  bearing  down  directly  on 
the  Panther  %  but  they  were  receiv¬ 
ed  with  fo  fierce  a  cannonade,  that 
they  were  loon  fet  on  fire,  and  dif- 
pofed  of  like  the  former. 

During  the  whole  time,  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  ffiips  and  the  town 
batteries,  was  kept  up  a  gain  ft  the 
gallies  and  boats  |  but  the  darknels 
prevented  any  certain  knowledge 
of  the  effeCt.  By  the  remains  of 
one  of  thofe  veffels,  which  were 
examined  in  the  morning,  ffie  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  about  the  lize 
of  a  fifty  gun  ffiip  ;  and  from  the 
quantity  of  unconfumed  materials 
and  combuftibles  which  were  found 
in  that  and  others,  it  was  evident, 
that  much  labour  and  expence 
were  bellowed  upon  their  fitting 
out  and  equipment.  Too  much 
praife  cannot  be  bellowed  on  the 
conduCl  of  the  Captains  Harvey, 
of  the  Panther,  Leilie,  of  the 
Enterprize,  and  Faulkner,  of  the 
St.  Firniin.  The  mailers  and 
crews  of  the  tranlports,  (as  upon 
all  other  occasions  of  the  prefen  t 
war,  where  the  opportunity  of¬ 
fered)  behaved  admirably.  The 
undaunted  intrepidity  dilplayed  by 
the  officers  and  men  in  the  boats, 
can  only  be  equalled,  but  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  exceeded,  even  by  Britilh 
feamen. 

The  town  and  ffiips  had  the  fa- 

tisfac- 
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tisfadtion  of  beholding  at  break  of 
day,  Don  Barcello’s  baffled  fqua- 
dron  going  back  into  Algefiraz. 
It  fflould  furely  be  an  incentive  to 
rel'olution  and  bold  enterprize  to 
learn,  that  not  a  fingle  man  was 
loll:  on  the  Britifh  fide,  in  an  affair 
which  carried  fo  dreadful  an  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
Spaniards,  at  leaft  in  the  feven  firffc 
fire  fflips,  wanted  refolution  and 
firmnefs  to  bring  their  veifels  near 
enough,  before  they  fet  them  on 
fire.  Upon  the  whole,  it  will 
probably  be  found,  that,  except* 
ing  fome  very  peculiar  lituation, 
or  a  conflict  with  fome  contemp¬ 
tible  enemy,  it  will  require  ail  the 
ptofeifional  boldnefs  and  dexterity, 
and  all  the  natural  fortitude  of 
Britifh  feamen,  to  manage  fire 
fhips  in  fiuch  a  manner,  as  will 
fender  them  productive  of  any 
great  advantage.  The  fortune  of 
the  Ruffians  at  Chi  fine,  in  the  late 
war,  will  hardly  be  found  an  ex¬ 
ception. 

Though  the  Spaniards  laboured 
hard  in  pufhing  on  their  works  to¬ 
wards  the  fortrefs,  they  had  fre¬ 
quently  the  mortification  of  feeing, 
when  they  were  nearly  compleated, 
the  fruits  of  much  time  and  labour 
deftroyed  in  a  few  hours  by  the 
weight  of  fire  from  the  batteries. 
Indeed  it  feemed  to  be  nearly  a 
ftanding  maxim  with  Gen.  Elliot, 
to  let  them  proceed  without  inter¬ 
ruption  to  the  point  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  and  then  at  ofice  to  throw 
all  their  hopes  to  the  ground. 
Some  judicious  and  fu ccefsful  fril¬ 
lies,  were  likewife  occafionally, 
though  fparingly,  made  by  the 
garrifon  ;  in  one  of  which,  they 
brought  three  pieces  of  cannon 
into  die  fortrefs,  from  a  work 
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which  they  had  taken  with  fome 
fiaughter  of  the  enemy. 

Time,  the  leifure  of  a  long 
blockade,  with  the  conftant  con¬ 
templation  of  fo  near  an  objedt, 
and  the  vexation  of  being  baffled 
by  a  handful  of  men,  who  feemed 
almoft  to  be  abandoned  to  their 
own  fortune,  at  length  whetted 
the  invention  of  the  Spaniards  to 
a  projedt,  which  foon  afforded 
much  trouble  to  the  garrifon  ;  and 
in  its  procefs,  produced  the  utter 
deftrudtion  of  the  town,  the  ruin  of 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  and 
infinitely  increafed  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  of  the  defence.  This 
was  the  framing  a  number  of  gun 
boats,  of  a  conftrudtion  calculated 
to  carry  very  heavy  cannon  and 
mortars,  for  the  purpofe  of  can¬ 
nonading  and  bombarding  the 
town  and  works  in  the  night  j 
whilft  their  own  lownefs,  with  the 
difficulty  of  perceiving,  as  well  as 
of  hitting  the  objedt,  preferved 
them,  in  a  very  great  degree,  from 
the  fire  of  the  batteries.  The  to¬ 
tal  want  of  a  naval  force  gave  ef¬ 
fect  to  this  meafure,  by  difabling 
the  garrifon  from  enco„  titering  the 
enemy  in  their  own  way.  But  its 
being  a  work  of  labour,  time,  and 
experiment,  prevented  the  effedt  of 
thefe  floating  batteries  from  being, 
until  the  following  year,  fully  ex¬ 
perienced. 

While  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
were  entering  into  a  confederacy,  n 
calculated  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Britifh  naval  power,  the  Queen  of 
Portugal  alone,  had  virtue  to  per- 
fevere  in  her  friendihip,  and  re¬ 
filled  to  accede  to  the  armed  neu¬ 
trality.  Thisrefufal  was  the  more 
generous  and  exemplary,  as  it  was 
in  effedt  rendering  herfelf  liable  to 
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the  dangerous  weight  of  refent- 
ment,  of  the  whole  united  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  at  a  time  when  the 
ability  of  England  for  her  pro- 
tedtion  became  every  day  more 
precarious. 

It  was  mucfi  to  be  regretted, 
that  this  friendfhip  was  in  fome 
degree  weakened,  and  in  danger 
of  being  loft,  through  the  impru¬ 
dence  of  fome  Britilh  officers  on 
the  coaft  of  Portugal ;  who  not 
contented  with  the  advantages 
which  they  derived  from  the  free 
life  of  her  ports,  and  the  fecurity 
thereby  afforded  to  their  prizes, 
arefaid  to  have  proceeded  to  equip 
and  fit  out  cruizers  in  the  river  of 
Lifbon,  in  order  to  adt  againft  the 
enemy.  This  produced  an  order 
from  that  court,  prohibiting  the 
privateers  of  all  nations  from  en¬ 
tering  her  ports,  excepting  in 
cafes  of  real  and  apparent  necef- 
fity  ;  and  forbidding  even  then 
their  ftay,  for  any  longer  time 
than  the  continuance  of  the  ne- 
ceffity. . 

A  fcheme  adopted  by  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  which  was  not 
unfolded  until  this  year,  feems  to 
have  awak^ied  in  no  fmall  degree, 
the,  perhaps  well  founded,  jea- 
loufy  of  the  Pruffian  monarch. 
This  was  the  making  a  provifion 
for  the  Archduke  Maximilian, 
brother  to  the  emperor,  by  pro-* 
curing  him  to  be  eledted  coadjutor 
to  the  eiedtor  of  Cologne,  in  his 
two  great  and  princely  bilhopricks 
of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  with  the 
Confequent  reverfion  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  annexed  to  the  former.  fi  he 
Prince  Maximilian,  was  already 
coadjutor  of  the  Teutonic  order  ; 
and  if  he  gained  this  eledlion, 
whenever  the  whole  fell  folely 
into  his  hand's,  he  would,  as  well 
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as  of  great  opulence,  become  pof* 
felled  of  great  weight,  influence, 
and  power  in  the  empire.  The 
eledtion  lay  in  the  two  chapters, 
and  in  the  reigning  eiedtor ;  but 
lubjedt  to  his  negative,  as  well  as 
to  his  influence  and  affirmative. 
Both  that  prince,  his  chapters, 
and  even  his  fubjedts  at  large, 
feem  to  have  adopted  the  views, 
and  to  have  been  entirely  in  the 
interefts  of  the  Houfe  oTAuftria. 
As  the  eledtion  for  Munfter  was  to 
be  preliminary,  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  wrote  an  argumentative  letter 
to  that  chapter,  ftrongly  urging 
the  inconveniencies  which  would 
refult  to'  the  empire  from  their 
choice  of  the  Archduke  and 
therefore  endeavouring  by  all 
means  to  perfuade  them  from 
adopting  fo  pernicious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  meafure. 

This  buftnefs  likewife  opened  a 
diredt  correfpondence  between  that 
monarch  and  the  Eiedtor  of  Co¬ 
logne.  The  latter,  in  anfwer  to 
a  letter  and  meftage  (with  the 
particulars  of  which  we  are  not 
otherwife  acquainted)  from  the 
king,  fuppofes,  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  had  already  acquainted 
him  with  the  wifhes  of  the  arch¬ 
duke,  and  had  amicably  intreated' 
his  powerful  fupport  in  his  favour. 
He  dwells  much  upon  the  princely 
virtues  and  eminent  qualities  of 
the  archduke  ;  ftates  the  predi¬ 
lection  in  his  favour,  and  confi¬ 
dence  placed  in  him  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  by  his  own  chapters  and 
fubjedts.  Declares,  that  it  is  his 
own  wifb,  as  well  as  his  duty,  to 
eftablifh  the  welfare  and  happinefs 
of  his  fubjedts,  as  far  as  lies  in  his 
powers  and  that,  as  he  thinks, 
this  cannot  be  fo  effedtually  done 
as  by  the  eledtion  of  the  archduke, 

he 


.  HISTORY  O 

hr  has,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
determined  on  that  mealure.  d  hat 
the  right  of  election  is  lodged  in 
himfelf  and  his  bilhopricks  by  the 
conditution  of  the  empire ;  that 
in  the  exercife  of  this  undoubted 
right,  it  fhail  be  conduced  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ftri<Steft  rules  of  a 
free  elettion  ;  and  that  he  cannot 
at  all  conceive  any  room  for  ap¬ 
prehending,  that  the  archduke’s 
connedtions,  fiiould  render  his  be¬ 
ing  chol'en,  at  all  liable  to  en¬ 
danger  the  peace  and  happinels  of 
the  empire  j  the  more  elpecially, 
as  his  chapters,  and  the  dates, 
were  always  confulted,  in  cafes  of 
that  nature  and  great  importance. 

The  king,  in  his  reply,  after 
fully  acknowledging  all  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  great  qualities  attributed 
to  the  Prince  Maximilian,  informs 
the  elector,  with  fome  afperity, 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  hath  not 
given  him  the  fnaalled  intimation 

O  ,  , 

of  its  intentions  with  relpect  to 
the  coadjutorlhip  of  thofe  two 
bilhopricks,  although  it  had  com¬ 
municated  the  defign  to  other 
courts  and  dates,  which  were 
much  lefs  intereded  in  the  lubjedt. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif¬ 
ferent  as  to  the  perfon  in  whole 
hands,  and  under  whofe  govern¬ 
ment,  thefe  bilhopricks  were 
placed.  He  drongly  urged  and 
dated,  the  dangerous  confequences 
which  might  arife  to  the  Germanic 
conditution,  from  the  dignities  of 
two  eledtorates  being  united  in  the 
Houfe  of  Audria,  and  an  arch- 
bifhoprick,  with  a  bilhops  fee,  in 
the  perfon  of  one  of  its  princes. 
It  would  greatly  influence  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  empire,  and  render 
thofe-  bilhopricks  too  much  de¬ 
pendent.  They  would  be  en- 
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tirely  governed  by  the  meafures, 
and  the  r  imerefls  would  at  all 
times  be  blended  with  the  views, 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  ;  they 
would  be  drawn  into  every  feud 
and  war,  and  into  every  political 
difpute,  in  which  the  Houfe  of 
Audria  might  take  a  part  ;  they 
would  lofe  all  the  coniidence  of 
the  neighbouring  dates,  trom  their 
being  coniidered  only  as  provinces 
depending  on  that  houfe. 

The  king  obferved,  that  the 
true  welfare,  liberty,  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  German  epifcopal 
fees,  and  on  whofe  prefervation 
the  conditution  of  the  empire 
partly  depended,  required,  that 
they  diould  be  governed  by  pre¬ 
lates,  who  had  no  particular  power 
or  intered,  but  what  was  derived 
from  their  bilhopricks.  He  there¬ 
fore  gave  the  preference  greatly 
to  the  chapters  chooflng  bilhops 
from  among  their  own  capitulars, 
rather  than  from  great  and  power¬ 
ful  families.  His  intentions  and 
views,  he  declared,  were  pure  and 
fincere  :  he  was  as  far  from  recom¬ 
mending  a  candidate  to  the  chap¬ 
ters,  as  he  would  from  forcing 
one  upon  them.  Indead  of  wilh- 
ing  to  limit  the  liberty  of  election, 
he  wo  .Id,  if  others  attempted  it, 
protect  the  chapters  agai nft  intru- 
fions.  Whoever,  in  the  prefent 
indance,  they  ihould  choofe  out  of 
their  own  body,  would  be  accept¬ 
able  to  him  ;  and, if  they  made  no 
choice,  it  would  be  equally  agree¬ 
able  ;  as  the  moderate  age  and 
good  health  of  the  elector,  pre¬ 
vented  the  meafure  from  being  at 
all  necedary.  To  conclude  a  long 
courfe  of  argument,  and  a  mader- 
ly  difculdon  of  the  fubject,  by 
again  repeating,  that  conlidering 
the  fituation  of  his  dominions, 

parti- 
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particularly  of  thofe  In  the  circle 
of  Weftphalia,  he  could  by  no 
means  be  indifferent  as  to  the 
election  of  a  prince  to  thofe  bifhop- 
riicks,  of  lo  powerful  a  houfe  as 
that  -of  Auftira.  He’  therefore 
eareeffly  in  treated  the  elector,  not 
to  fee  In  too  great  kafte  in  a  matter 
of  fo  much  concern  ;  rather  to  re¬ 
cord/ der  the  bufmefs  ;  to  prefer 
the  welfare  of  the  empire,  of  his 
circle  and  hifbopricks,  to  all  other 
confederations  whatever ;  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  himfelf,  and  of  other 
=  princes,  who  held  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  with  him  j  and  thereby  to 
Continue  their  ufual  friendly  and 
neighbor! rly  i ntercour fe. 

The  King  of  Pm  lira’s  logical 
powers  did  not  produce  all  the 
effect  in  this  controverfy,  which 
his  arguments  of  a  different  na¬ 
ture  had  ufual!  y  done  in  others. 
The  elector,  however,  feemed  to 
have  had  enough  of  the  conteft, 
for  he  left  him  in  full  poffefiion  of 
the  field.  But  without  making 
any  reply,  he  adhered  firmly  to 
his  refolution  ;  and  the  election 
of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  ac¬ 
cordingly  took  place  at  Munfter 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft.  The 
foregoing  circurnftances  fufficient- 
ly  few,  the  deep  jealoufy  which 
fall  tub  lifts,  between  thofe  great 
rival  and  neighbouring  powers. 

The  peregrination  of  princes 
©tit  of  their  own  dominions,  with 
their  vlfits,  meetings,  and  con¬ 
ferences,  are  things  now'’  become 
fo  common,  that  they  fcarcely  at 
all  draw  the  public  attention, 
much  left  excite  any  alarm.  When 
they  were  rare,  the  conjunction 
of  fiuch  meteors,  efpecialiy  if  they 
were  of  a  fuperior  magnitude,  was 
deemed  portentous  to  mankind  ; 
and  the  effects  general!)  juftihed 
the  prognostication. 
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Neither  the  particular  novelty 
of  the  affair,  nor  the  magnificence 
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with  which  it  was,  on  one  fide  at 
leaf!,  attended,  were  abie  to  draw' 
much  of  the  public  attention,  to 
the  interview  which  took  place 
this  year,  between  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  and  the  Emprefs  of 
Rufiia.  The  latter  having  accom¬ 
panied  the  Great  Duke  arid 
Duchefs  of  Ruffra,  on  their  way 
to  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  pro¬ 
ceeded,  according  to  the  concert¬ 
ed  appointment,  to  Mohilow  in 
Poland,  where  the  meeting  of 
thofe  great  potentates  took  place, 
in  the  month  of  June  1780.  Form, 
etiquette,  or  ceremonial,  were  no 
parts  of,  nor  no  interruption  to, 
the  fatisfafilion  which  thele  illuf- 
trious  perfonages  received  in  each 
others  converfation  and  acquaint¬ 
ance.  After  fome  ftay  at  Mohi¬ 
low,  the  emperor  accompanied  the 
Czarina  on  her  return  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  where  he  continued  for 
fome  time  ;  and  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  all  the  magnificence 
peculiar  to  that  court,  and  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  plainnefs  and  ftm- 
plicity  of  his  own  habits,  man¬ 
ners,  and  mode  of  living.  His 
private  life  wras,  however,  fpent 
as  ufual. 

Whether  this  vifit,  and  the  con- 
fequent  intimacy  and  friendlhip 
which  it  might  be  fuppofed  to 
produce,  awakened  any  fufpieion 
or  jealoufy  in  the  breaft  of  a  great 
and  powerful  neighbour,  can  only 
be  a  matter  of  furiniie.  The  re¬ 
turn  of  the  emperor  from  Peterfe 
burgh,  was,  however,  foon  fuc- 
ceeded,  by  a  vifit  which  the  Prince 
Royal  of  Pruifia  paid  to  that  capi¬ 
tal  ;  a  circumftance,  which  might 
feem  to  give  fome  countenance  to 
Rich  an  opinion. 


After 
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After  what  we  have  feen  of  the 
imperial  meeting  at  Mohilow,  and 
the  accompaniment  on  the  return 
to  Peterfburgh,  it  will  fcarcely  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  vifit  which  the 
King  of  Sweden  made  about  the 
fame  time  to  Holland,  and  his 
tour  in  examining  the  particula¬ 
rities  of  that  fingular  country, 
either  cauled  any  alarm,  or  ex¬ 
cited  much  notice. 

This  year  was  particularly 
marked,  by  the  death  of  Maria 
Terefa,  Emprefs  of  Germany, 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
hereditary  Archduchefs  of  Au- 
ftria,  and  natural  lovereign  of  all 
the  widely  extended  dominions 
appertaining  to  that  great  houfe. 
She  departed  this  life  at  Vienna, 
on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1780,  and  in  the  63d  year  of  her 
age.  This  great  princefs  inherit¬ 
ed,  along  with  a  vaft  but  difputed 
patrimony,  all  the  Ipirit,  magna¬ 
nimity,  and  firmnefs,  of  any  of  the 
mod  renowned  of  her  anceftors. 
Thefe  were,  however,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  many  other  virtues  and 
good  qualities.  In  the  courfe  of 
her  life  Ihe  experienced  great  vi- 
ciilitudes  of  fortune.  On  the 
death  ©f  her  father,  many  of  the 
firfk  powers  in  Europe,  excited  by 
the  weak'nefs  of  her  fex,  and  ilill 
more  by  that  of  a  long  ill-ordered 
government,  in  contempt  of  trea¬ 
ties,  and  guaranties,  rulhed  on  at 
once,  as  to  a  common  prey,  to 
fwallow  up  the  whole  of  her  am¬ 
ple  dominions.  Scarcely  any 
thing  was  left  unclaimed.  T  he 
only  difficulty  leemed  to  reft  in 
the  divifian  of  the  Ipoil.  From 
the  extremity  of  diftrefs,  and 
a  ftate  of  l'uch  imminent  danger, 
that  Ihe  herfelf  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  flie  could  retain  the  pofTeihon 
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of  any  place  capable  of  affording 
a  refuge  during  her  lying-in,  Ihe 
had  the  courage  and  fortune,  not 
only  to  furmount  all  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  to  triumph  over  her  ene¬ 
mies,  but  to  raile  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  to  a  degree,  of  real  power, 
which  it  had  not  before  known 
fmce  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fifth. 
A  clear  and  manly  under ftandmg, 
an  happy  temper,  and  the  able 
tuition  of  neceiiity,  enabled  her 
to  throw  off  the  ungracious,  but 
characteristic  haughtinefs  of  her 
family.  To  this  ihe  owed  much 
of  her  fortune  and  greatnef's. 
Charmed  by  a  popular  affability, 
and  a  captivating  condefcenfion, 
of  which  they  had  not  before  an 
idea,  {he  gained  the  hearts  of  her 
fubjeCts  in  l'uch  a  degree,  that  they 
never  thought  they  could  act  or 
fuffer  too  much  for  her  fervice.  In 
other  refpedb,  as  a  fovereign,  ex¬ 
cepting  perhaps  her  inconliderate 
engagement  in  the  late  war,  Ihe 
was  the  common  parent  of  her 
people.  She  had  many  amiable 
and  eftimable  qualities  in  private 
life.  She  was  eminently  religious 
and  humane.  In  the  characters  of 
a  wife  and  a  mother  (he  flood  un¬ 
rivalled.  She  was  highly  hlefied 
in  a  numerous  progeny,  not  more 
diftinguifhed  by  the  perfections 
or  beauties  of  nature  in  mind  or 
in  perfon,  than  by  a  peculiar 
goodnefs  of  heart;  which  pervades 
the  whole  family.  And  fhe  had 
the  fortune  and  happinels  to  leave 
her  vaft  poiTelfions  in  the  hands  of 
a  darling  fon,  who  feemed  formed 
by  nature  and  application,  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  happinels  of  his  lubjeCts, 
and  the  power  and  grandeur  01  his 
houle,  to  their  highell  pitch  of 
attainment. 


The 
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The  French  King,  this  year 
dignified,  and  for  ever  rendered 
memorable  his  name-day,  ■  by  a 
prefent  to  his  fubjeCts,  worthy  the 
humanity  and  magnificence  of  a 
great  and  enlightened  monarch. 
This  was  neither  the  rendition  of 
taxes  or  dudes,  a  general  pardon 
to-  criminals,  nor  the  allotment  of 
great  funds  for  the  indigent.  It 
was  of  a  fuperior  nature  even  to 
thefe.  It  was  no  iefs  than  the 
aboliihing  for  ever  of  the  inhuman 
euftom,  of  putting  the  quf/iion,  as 
it  was  called,  by  torture ;  a  cuf¬ 
tom,  which  had  been  lo  efta- 
hliihed  and  rivetted,  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  concurrence  of  ages,  that 
it  feemed  to  us  an  original  and  in- 
divifible  part  of  the  conftitution  of 
their  courts  of  juffice.  It  was  in 
vain,  that  the  wifeft  and  honefteft 
lawyers  and  judges,  as  well  as  the 
founded  philofopers,  fully  per¬ 
ceived,  and  deeply  lamented,  the 
total  inefficacy  as  well  as  cruelty 
©f  this  barbarous  mode  of  criminal 
juri {prudence.  They  had  not  only 
the  obftinacy  of  ancient  preju¬ 
dices  to  furmount ;  but  this  prac¬ 
tice  was  fo  favourable  to  the  views 
of  defpotifm,  and  was  falfely  fup- 
pofed  to  contribute  fo  much  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  date,  that  all  at¬ 
tempts  for  its  removal,  would  have 
been  not  only  ineffectual  but  dan¬ 
gerous. 

This  relick  of  barbarifm,  which 
had  fo  long  been  the  opprobrium  of 
the  chridian  name,  and  a  handing 
difgrace  to  the  mod  civilized  and 
learned  quarter  of  the  globe, 
might  dill  have  lingered  in  France, 
if  a  patriot  prince,  feeling  the 
bappi nefs  of  living  in  the  affec¬ 
tions  ot  his  people,  and  difcerning, 
that  all  pofilble  fecurity  was  found¬ 
ed  in  thofe  affections,  had  not 


from  thence  renounced  all  defences 
ihconfident  with  that  which  is  fo 
much  more  folid.  We  hope,  and 
indeed  it  is  now  fcarcely  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  time  is  not  far 
didant,  when  a  trace  of  this  in¬ 
human  practice,  will  not  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  wmdern  world. 

However  intereding  and  valua¬ 
ble  the  following  tranlaction  may 
be  considered  in  point  of  political 
ceconomy,  and  however  it  may 
even  contribute  to  Icffen  the  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  people,  it  is  not  by 
way  of  placing  it  in  any  degree  of 
competition  with  the  former  mea- 
fure,  that  w£  in  this  place  take 
notice  of  the  prodigious  reform 
which  was  made  in  the  French 
King’s  houfehold  ;  that  monarch, 
in  purfuance  of  the  new  plan  of 
ceconomy  adopted  in  his  court, 
having  this  year  at  one  droke  abo- 
liffied,  no  lels  than  406  offices  in 
that  department. 

The  attempts  (modly  ineffec¬ 
tive)  made  by  the  court  of  Spain 
to  raife  money  by  loans  in  foreign, 
countries,  afforded  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence  how  much  its  treafures  had 
been  already  exhaufted,  by  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  this  na¬ 
val  war,  as  well  as  of  the  appa¬ 
rently  fruitlefs  fiege  ot  Gibraltar, 
Although  |he  war  is  faid  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  againft  the  fenfe  and  liking 
of  the  Spanifh  nation,  who  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  a  ruinous  meafure, 
founded  merely  upon  Bourbon 
views  and  principles,  yet  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  court,  and  a  fenfe 
of  national  honour  prevailed  fo  far, 
that  cities,  communities,  and 
even  individuals,  contributed 
largely  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate.  Of  thefe,  the  Arch- 
bidiop  of  Toledo  afforded  a  lin¬ 
gular  inftance*  which  in  a  war  of 

another 
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another  nature,  might  have  been 
juftly  admitted,  as  a  demonflra- 
tion  of  true  patriotifm.  That 
prelate  magnanimoufly  appropri- 
.  ated  to  the  ufe  of  the  war,  the 
whole  of  his  vaft  revenues  durinsf 
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the  time  of  its  continuance.  Thus 
wifely  chooling  a  road  to  fame,  in 
which  he  was  lure  of  not  beinsf 
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difturbed  by  rivals  or  competitors, 
and  ol  not  having  his  heels  trod 
upon  by  imitators.  The  bounty 
and  kindnefs,  extended  by  the 
Bilhop  of  Lugo,  to  the  Britifh 
prifoners  in  Spain,  (acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  which  have  been  given  in 
the  public  prints)  deferves  every 
degree,  of  praife  and  gratitude. 
Although  fome  of  their  comman¬ 
ders  behaved  otherwife,  the  Spa- 
niih  nobility  and  merchants,  in 
general,  have  fhewn  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  marks  of  kindnefs,  friend- 
fhip,  and  even  affection,  to  thofe 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  have  fallen 
Jin  their  way  during  the  prefent  war. 


Among  thofe  remarkable  circum- 
ftances  which  diftinguifb  the  year 
1  "80,  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  in  abolifhing  the  inqui- 
fition  in  his  dominions,  fliould 
no  means  be  overlooked.  It  indeed 
affords  a  new  inftance  of  the  pro- 
grefs,  which  liberal  ideas  with 
refpedt  to  toleration,  are  now 
making  throughout  Europe.  A 
farther  extenfion  of  the  fame  ideas, 
may  be  hoped  to  reach  to  the 
civil  and  religious  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  well  as  to  a  bare  fuffer- 
ance  of  their  opinions.  That 
prince,  upon  the  death  of  the 
Grand  Inquifitor  at  Reggio,  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  that  tribunal  to 
be  for  ever  abolifhed  ;  its  reve¬ 
nues  to  be  applied  to  other,  and 
more  laudable  purpofes  ;  and  the 
prifons,  and  other  buildings, 
which  could  preferve  any  memo¬ 
rial  of  its  having  ever  exifted,  to 
be  entirely  demolilhed. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

Retrofpe  Stive  view  of  affairs  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year 
{780.  State  of  the  hoflile  armies  on  the  fide  of  New  York ,  previous  to, 
and  at  the  arrival ,  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  reduction  of 
Charles  ‘ Town ,  Short  campaign  in  the  Jerfies.  Conned i cut  farms . 

Springfield.  Unexpected  effect  produced  by  the  redudion  of  Charles  Town , 
in  renewing  and  exciting  the  fpirit  of  union  and  refifiance  in  America . 
Great  hopes  founded  on  the  expeded  co-operation  of  a  trench  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  in  the  redudion  of  New  York ,  and  the  final  expulfion  of  the  Britifh 
forces  from  that  continent.  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrives  from  France . 
M.  de  Ternay ,  and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau ,  arrive  with  a  French 
Jquadron ,  and  a  body  of  land  forces ,  and  are  put  into  pojfejfion  of  the  for¬ 
tifications  and  harbour  of  Rhode-lfiand.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  blocks  up 
the  trench  fjuadron .  Difpofitions  made  hy  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  attack - 
ing  the  trench  auxiliaries.  Gen.  IVaJhington  pafifes  the  North  River, 
with  a  view  of  attempting  New  York.  Expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland  laid 
afide.  Great  difficulties  experienced  by  Don  Bernard  de  G alvet,  in  his 
expedition  to  IV eji  Florida.  Befieges  and  takes  the  fort  at  Mobille.  Great 
land  and  naval  force  fent  out  from  Spain,  in  order  to  join  M.  de  Quicken 
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in  the  Wefl  Indies,  'function  of  the  hoflile fleets,  n otwithfla nding  the  efforts 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney ,  to  intercept  the  Spanijh fquadron  and  con - 
voy.  Sicknejs  and  mortality  in  the  Spanijh  fleet  and  army ,  with  fame  other 
caujes ,  prefer1 ve  the  Britijh  iflands  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
.■■  they  were  apparently  expofed  by  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  .  Theje 
caujes  operate  fill  farther  in  their  confeqnences  ;  which  ajfeCt  the  whole 
face  and  nature  oj  the  war  in  the  new  world ,  and  entirely  fruflrate  the 
grand  views  formed  by  France  and  America ,  jor  the  remainder  oj  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Spanifh  fleet  and  army  proceed,  to  the  Havannah  ;  and  M.  de 
Guichen  returns  prom  St.  Domingo ,  with  a  convoy y  to  Europe .  Great 
preparations  made  by  the  Americans  for  effectually  co-operating  with  the 
French  forces  on  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Guichen.  Wajhingtori  s  army  in- 
creajed,  jor  that  purpeje,.  to  20, coo  men.  Invafion  oj  Canada  intended, 
and  preparatory  proclamations  ijfued  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette »  Caujes 
which  prevented  M.  de  Guichen  from  proceeding  to  North  America .  Sir 
Geo  ge  Rodney  arrives,  with  a  Jquadron ,  at  New  Fork. 


THE  hoftile  armies  on  the  fide 
of  New  York  were  fo  near¬ 
ly  poized,  both  with  refpedt  to 
©ffenfive  force  and  defenfive 
ftrength,  that  their  mutual  hala¬ 
tion,  and  comparative  circum- 
ftances,  afforded  no  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  exertion  or  enterprize  to 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  upon 
his  return  from  the  taking  of 
Charles  Town,  The  advantages 
however,  derived  from  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  illands,  their  vicini¬ 
ty  to  the  continent,  the  quick  and 
filent  movements  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  frigates,  and  other  fmaller 
armed  velfels  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  and  matter  of  ail  the 
channels  and  intercourfes,  as  well 
as  of  the  adj  ining  lea,  together 
with  the  unexampled  length  of  ill 
connected  pofts  which  wrere  to  be 
guarded  by  the  Americans,  afford¬ 
ed,  almott,  continual  opportuni¬ 
ties,  of  hafty  defeent  and  fuccefs- 
ful  furprize,  by  which  much  blood 
was  fpilt,  and  mifehief  done, 
without  producing  any  effeCt,  or 
at  lead  any  good  one,  with  reljpect 
to  the  main  objects,  and  great 
pu  rpoies  of  the  war. 


This  kind  of  fervice,  except 
where  the  objeit  was  more  contt- 
derable  than  ordinary,  was  left  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  Refugees  ;  who  hav¬ 
ing  arms  in  their  hands,  nothing 
elfe  to  do,  little  other  provitton, 
and  being  edged  on  by  the  moll 
implacable  animottty  againft  their 
countrymen,  eagerly  embraced 
every  adventure,  which  afforded 
any  hope  of  profit,  or  what  was 
perhaps  ftill  fweeterj  of  revenge. 
They  were  now  grown  fo  numer¬ 
ous,  that  they  were  ftrangely  per¬ 
mitted  to  fet  up  a  fort  of  a  diftintt 
government  in  New  York,  under 
the  conduct  of  a  jurifditttion  of 
their  own  creation,  which  they 
called,  the  Honourable  Board  of 
Affociated  Loyalifts.  This  Board, 
it  is  laid,  was  authorized  from 
home  j  but  this  is  hardly  credible  ; 
and  having  a  common  ftock,  and 
their  infant  excurfions  at  lea-,  hav¬ 
ing  proved  extremely  fuccefsful, 
they  became  every  day  more  nu¬ 
merous  and  powerful,  and  poflefled 
fomething  like-  a  fleet,  of  final! 
privateers  and  cruizers.  Their 
enterprizes  were  bold,  well  con¬ 
ducted,  and  frequently  fuccefsful  s 
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in  which  their  intimate  knowledge  burning  of  that  new  and  thriving 
ot  the  adjoining  coafts,  creeks,  fettlemenc,  (although  it  did  not 
and  villages,  afforded  them  great  contain  many  houfes)  and  of  the 
adv  antages.  But  their  want  ot  any  prelbyterian  church,  together  with 
effectual  difciplijie  or  government,  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  cler- 
along  with  their  peculiar,  and  fre-  gvman*s  wife,  who  fitting  with 
quently,  perfonal  animofity,  lead-  her  children  and  family,  was  fhot 
ing  them  to  exceffes  ;  whilit  the  dead,  through  the  window,  in  one 
iummary  retribution  on  the  other  of  her  own  rooms,  afforded  new 
tide,  falling  into  the  hands  ot  ground  of  clamour  to  the  Ame- 
thote,  who  were  either  fmarting  ricans,  and  lerved  not  a  little,  to 
under  their  own  immediate  lolles,  increale  that  averfion  to  the  Britifh 
or  acting  und^r  the  impulfe  of  government  and  name,  which  had 
grief  and  revenge,  for  the  deflruc-  already  taken  too  deep  a  root, 
lion  or  daughter  ot  their  friends  It  was  laid  on  our  fide,  and  with 
and  relations,  and  who  were  like-  fuperior  probability,  that  this  un- 
wite  actuated  by  no  lefs  itrong  po-  fortunate  lady  was  killed,  with- 
litical  prejudices,  than  their  ad-  out  defign,  by  a  random  fhot ;  but 
vertaries,  the  feelings  of  humani-  the  contrary  was  ihrongly  urged, 
ty  were  Impended,  and  mercy  at  by  the  Americans.  Her  kufband"s 
an  end  on  both  Tides.  Thus  the  N  being  particularly  obnoxious  at 
adjoining  coafts  of  the  continent.  New  York,  from  the  active  part 
and  particularly  the  maritime,  and  which  he  had  taken,  in  the  fup- 
nearer  part  of  the  Jerfies,  became  port  of  the  American  caufe,  was 
lcenes  of  wafte  and  havock  ;  and  brought  as  a  Corroborating  cir- 
this  predatory  war  tended  neither  cumftance ;  and  a  piteous  letter 
to  lubjugation  or  reconcilement.  written  by  himfelf,  and  publifhed, 
A  few  days  previous  to  the  arri-  could  leave  no  occafion  for  any 
val  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  farther  teflimonv,  with  thofe  who 
Generals  Knyphaufen,  Robertfon,  were  but  too  much  difpofed  to 
and  Tryon,  with  a  view  of  attack-  liften  to  evidence  fo  correfpondent 
ing  fome  ot  Wafhington’s  advanc-  to  their  own  opinions.  It  is  cer- 
ed  pods,  pa  (fed  over  by  night,  tain,  that  no  degree  of  good  go- 
with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  vernment  and  difgipline  in  armies, 
from  Staten  Illand,  to  Elizabeth  can  prevent  the  nature  of  parncu- 
]une  6th  ^own  in  New  jerley.  lar  individuals,  from  breaking 
*  j  _g0  ’  On  the  following  mom-  f,rth  into  adts  of  enormity,  when 

'  ing,  they  advanced  a  thofe  opportunities  offer,  in  which 

few  miles  fo  a  fettlement  called  their  crimes  may  efcape  detection  ; 
the  Connedlicut  Farms,  from  its  efpecially  under  the  ill  habits  ae- 
having  been  planted  and  fettled  a  quired  in  the  outrage  and  malice 
few  years  ago,  by  fome  inhabitants  of  a  civil  war. 
cu  that  Province.  In  their  march.  From  thence  the  army  marched 
they  were  boldly  and  continually  towards  Springfield,  being,  as  be- 
fired  at,  wrherever  the  ground,  or  fore,  continually  annoyed  on  their 
cover  ot  any  kind  admitted  of  their  march  by  the  militia  j  but  now- 
approach,  by  fcattering  parties  of  with  greater  effect,  as  they  conti- 
tbe  neighbouring  militia.  i  he  nually  grew  more  numerous ;  they 

found 


i6]'  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


found  the  American "  General, 
Maxwell,  at  the  head  of  the-  |er- 
ley  brigade,  and  reinforced  by  all 
the  militia  which  in  a  few.  hours 
could  be  collected,  well  polled  at 
that  place.  Whether  it  proceeded 
from  Maxwell’s  good  countenance 
and  portion,  or  from  whatever 
other  caufe,  fo  it  was,  that  the 
army  halted  ;  and  continued  on 
the  fame  ground  until  night,  with¬ 
out  advancing.  The  Americans, 
however,  though  inferior  •  in 
ftrength,  did  not  permit  them  by 
any  means  to  hold  their  poll  in 
quiet  ;  and  a  very  eonfiderable 
and  continual  firing,  without 
coming  at  any  time  to  clofe  ac¬ 
tion,  was  kept  up  during  the  day. 
The  report  in  the  Britifh  line  was, 
that  they  only  waited  for  the 
coming  up  of  the  waggons  and 
neeeffaries  which  were  in  the  rear. 

Whatever  the  caufe  was,  the 
defigrt  of  attacking  Springfield 
was  given  up,  and  the  army  re¬ 
turned  to  Elizabeth  Town  in  the 
night.  They  were  purfued  by  the 
enemy,  as  foon  as  day  rofe,  all  the 
way  to  that  place  ;  and  they  were 
now  grown  fo  eager  and  confident, 
as  boldly  .  to  attack  the  22 d  regi¬ 
ment,  which  was  polled  at  fome 
fm'all  diftance  in  the  front  of  the 
line.  That  regiment  being  or¬ 
dered  to  fall  back  on  their  ap¬ 
proach.,  was  purfued  with  great 
rapidity  by  the,  enemy,  who  con- 
confidered  it  as  the  rear-guard  of  a 
retiring  army,  whofe  van,  they  fup- 
pofed,  ,was  then  palling  over  to 
Staten  Eland,  The  reception  they 
met,  and  the  appearances  they 
di {covered,  foon  convinced  them 
of  their  error,  and  they  retired 
with  precipitation. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account,  for  the 
Inaction  in  the  firit  inilance  at 


Springfield,  any  more  than  for  the 
fubfequent  retreat.  Undoubtedly, 
fo  much  refolution  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  was  not  expedted  ; 
and  it  appears  from  fubfequent 
circumdances,  that  although  no 
direct  attack  had  been  made,  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  was  bufy 
and  warm.  It  was  laid,  that  in¬ 
telligence  had  been  received,  of 
Walhingtcn’s  having  detached  a 
brigade  from  Morris-town  for  the 
fupport  of  Maxwell ;  that  the  ap¬ 
pearances  at  his  head  quarters  in- 
dicated  a  determination  of  making 
that  fupport  effectual  j  that  Max¬ 
well  had  already  been  reinforced 
by  fome  neighbouring  regiments  | 
and  that  the  country  was  every 
where  in  motion.  The  expedition 
itfelf  had  probably  its  origin  from 
fome  of  thofe  delufive  reprefenta-* 
tions,  which  had  fo  often  led  to 
mifchievQus  or  unreputable  pur-? 
fuits,  concerning  either  the  fa-* 
vourable  difpofition  of  the  coun¬ 
try  to  the  royal  caufe,  or  the  fup- 
pofed  weak  and  contemptible  date 
of  the  American  forces. 

It  was  reported  at  New  York, 
that  the  Heifian  General  Knyp- 
haufen,  was  drongly  of  opinion, 
and  eagerly  difpofed,  to  attack  the 
pod  at  Springfield ;  but  that  he 
had  been  over-ruled  by  another 
commander  5  and  this  report  re¬ 
ceived  fo  much  credit,  that  it  was 
made  the  foundation  of  fome  ill- 
natured  pafquinades  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  However  thefe  things  might 
Be,  the  Jerfey  militia  and  bri¬ 
gade,  with  whatever  other  corps 
were  concerned  on  the  oecafion, 
received  public  acknowledgments 
and  high  praife  from  W aldington, 
for  their  behaviour  in  that  day’s 
lervice. 

The  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton, 
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ton,  which  happened  immediately 
alter,  made  no  change  in  the  fl- 
tnation  of  the  royal  forces,  who 
ftill  maintained  their  poll  at  Eli¬ 
zabeth  l  own.  That  commander, 
on  the  contrary,  determined  to 
improve  on  the  original  defign, 
and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  acting  with  effeCt,  For  this 
purpole,  troops  were  embarked  at 
New  York,  and  fuch  movements 
took  place  among  the  (hipping, 
and  iuch  preparations  were  made, 
as  indicated  an  immediate  expe¬ 
dition  up  the  North  River.  This 
produced  the  defired  effeCt  in 
alarming  Wafhington  ;  who  be¬ 
ing  exceedingly  apprehenfive  for 
the  fafcty  ol  Weil  Point,  and 
other  (frong  holds  in  the  High¬ 
lands,  immediately  marched  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  army,  to 
fecure  thofe,  to  him,  invaluable 
polls. 

June  zx&  .This  Point  bein§ 
J  J  gamed,  the  forces  at 

Elizabeth  Town,  again  advanced 
on  their  former  track  towards 
Springfield.  Whatever  the  ori¬ 
ginal  defign  might  have  been,  the 
general’s  views  feemed  now  to  have 
been  extended,,  to  the  getting  pof- 
lellion,  during  the  abfence  of 
Wafhington  with  his  main  force, 
of  the  (frong  country  of  Morif- 
iania,  which  had  fo  often  afforded 
a  fecure  retreat,  and  an  inexpug¬ 
nable  camp,  to  that  commander. 
At  any  rate,  if  it  was  not  found 
convenient  to  retain  polls  at  fuch 
a  distance,  the  deftruCtion  of  his 
(fores,  magazines,  and  defences  in 
the  mountains,  would  have  been 
no  inconilderable  objeCt. 

On  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
General  Greene,  with  Stark’s  and 
the  Jerley  brigades,  l'upported  by 
the  neighbouring  militia,  were 
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left  to  guard  thofe  difficult  hills 
and  defiles,  which  conftitute  the 
ifrength  of  the  country.  Spring- 
field  lay  at  their  feet  ;  and  led  di¬ 
rectly  to  fome  of  the  principal 
paffes.  The  royal  troops  ad-  . 
vanced  with  rapidity  to  this  place  j 
where  they  found  the  bridge, 
which  led  to  the  village,  occu¬ 
pied  by  a  fmall  party  of  about 
170  men,  under  the  conduCt  of  a 
Gol.  Angel.  That  officer,  turn- 
ingall  the  advantages  afforded  by 
his  fituation  (which  were  many) 
to  the  bed  account,  defended  his 
pod  with  great  gallantry.  With 
that  handful  of  men,  he  obifi- 
nately  maintained  the  bridge,  a- 
gaind  a  prodigious  fuperiority  of 
force,  and  the  mod  fpirited  at¬ 
tacks,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Finding  himfelf  at  length  over¬ 
powered,  and  no  relief  appearing, 
he  dill  found  means  to  carry  off 
the  remainder  of  his  detachment, 
and  even  to  fave  the  wounded  ; 
nearly  one  fourth  of  his  whole 
number  being  by  that  time  killed 
or  difabled.  The  Britifh  troops 
differed  more  in  this  trifling  affair 
than  could  have  been  expedited. 

Greene  lay,  at  that  time,  at 
Short  Hills,  about  a  mile  above 
Springfield.  But  his  troops  were 
fo  divided  in  guarding  their  re- 
fpeCtive  polls,  and  the  attack  fo 
unexpected  and  fudden,  that  he 
could  not  make  any  detachment, 
in  time,  and  fufficient  for  the  fup- 
port  of  Angel,  without  hazard¬ 
ing  the  fecurity  of  the  much 
more  important  pod  which  he 
himfelf  occupied.  Whether  it 
proceeded  from  indignation  and 
refentment,  at  the  reliftance  and 
lols  which  the  troops  unexpectedly 
met  at  the  bridge,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  other  caufe  it  was,  Sprin^- 
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field  experienced  the  fame  fate 
with  the  Connecticut  farms  ;  the 
whole  village,  excepting  four 
houfes,  were  reduced  to  alhes. 

This  conflagration  clofed  the 
enterprize.  The  ftrength  of 
Greene’s  fituation,  the  difficulties 
of  the  approach,  an  ignorance, 
probably  of  the  (bate  of  his  im¬ 
mediate  force,  (which,  at  that 
time,  amounted  only  to  about  a 
thoufand  men)  and  perhaps,  the 
bold  defence  made  at  the  bridge, 
all  concurred,  in  preventing  the 
Britifh  officers  from  attempting  the 
pafs  at  Short  Hills.  It  is  like- 
wile  probable,  that  the  day  was 
considered  as  being  too  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  to  admit  of  their  pro¬ 
fiting  properly  of  any  advantage 
which  they  might  obtain  ;  and 
that  it  was  deemed  too  great  a  ha¬ 
zard,  to  involve  the  army  during 
the  night  in  the  faftnefles  of  a 
dangerous  country  %  and  furround- 
ed  on  every  fide  by  enemies,  whole 
force,  pofition,  and  diftance.  were 
ail  equally  unknown.  The  troops 
were  belides  without  cover  or  ne- 
ceflaries  ;  and  the  keeping  of  a 
communication  open  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Town,  might  have  been  not 
lefs  impracticable  than  dangerous. 

Under  fome  or  all  of  thefe  im- 
preffions,  the  royal  army  made  a 
fecond  retreat  from  Springfield, 
and  returned  on  that  evening  to 
Elizabeth  Town  ;  they  being  pur- 
fued  with  great  fpirit,  and  re¬ 
doubled  animofity,  by  the  country 
militia,  who  were  highly  enraged 
at  the  conflagration  which  they 
had  juft  beheld  ;  but  a  ftrong  and 
well  conducted  rear-guard,  ren¬ 
dered  their  efforts  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  ineffective.  The  royal  forces 
palled  over  on  the  fame  night  to 
Staten  Illand  ;  while  Walhington 


continued  to  be  amufed  for  fome 
days  longer,  with  the  appearances 
of  an  expedition  up  the  North 
River,  which  probably  had  not 
been  at  all  intended. 

Thus  ended  the  fhort  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  jerlies.  Thefe  inef¬ 
fective  attempts,  by  a  force  which 
would  once  have  been  deemed  ca¬ 
pable  of  iweeping  the  whole  con¬ 
tinent  before  it,  fufficiently  mani- 
felted,  that  the  practical  habits  of 
fervice  and  danger,  without  any 
thing  near  abfolute  perfection  in 
difeipline,  will  place  all  troops  near¬ 
ly  upon  an  equality..  It  was  now 
evident,  that  the  Britifh  forces  had 
an  enemy,  little  lefs  refpeCtable  in 
the  field  than  themfelves  to  en¬ 
counter  ;  and  that  any  difference 
which  yet  remained  in  their  fa¬ 
vour  would  be  daily  leffened.  In 
a  word,  \ it  was  now  obvious,  that 
all  that  luperiority  in  arms,  which 
produced  fuch  effeCts  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  conteft,  was,  in  a 
great  meafure,  at  an  end ;  and 
that  the  events  of  the  war  muft  in 
the  future  depend  upon  fortune, 
and  upon  the  abilities  of  the  re- 
fpeCtive  commanders. 

Such  were  the  unwelcome  truths, 
which  if  not  now  firft  difeovered, 
were  at  lead  now  fully  eftablifhed, 
Walhington  fhewed  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  exultation  in  his  public 
orders,  upon  the  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  difeipline  of  the  troops 
and  militia,  with  the  happy  ef¬ 
fects  which  it  hath  produced,  and 
the  greater  which  he  ftill  hoped. 
But  he  did  not  augur  greater  be¬ 
nefits  from  the  perfection  or  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  troops,  than  from  that 
unequalled  ardour,  which,  he  faid, 
at  prefent  animated  all  orders  of 
the  people. 

The  matter  of  faCt  was,  that 

the 
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(lie  lofs  of  Charles  "Town  pro¬ 
duced  a  direct  contrary  effect  to 
that  which  might  have  been  na¬ 
turally  expefted.  For  indead  of 
depreiling  and  finking  the  minds 
of  the  people,  to  leek  for  fecurity 
by  any  means,  and  to  fue  for 
peace  upon  any  terms,  the  lofs 
being  now  come  home  to  everv 
man’s  feelings,  and  the  danger  to 
his  door,  they  were  at  once  awa¬ 
kened  to  a  vigour  of  exertion, 
fcarcely  to  be  expelled  in  their 
circumftances  ;  and  which  had 
hardly  appeared  in  the  lame  de¬ 
gree,  fince  the  fird,  or  at  mod, 
the  fecond  year  of  the  conteft. 
For  in  the  intermediate  time,  the 
frit  heat  of  padion  being  over, 
men  who  were  not  actively  con¬ 
cerned,  were  fond  of  recurring  to 
their  wonted  eale,  and  loon  re¬ 
fumed  their  ufual  habits  of  life  ; 
and  the  din  of  war  being  faintly 
heard  at  a  di dance,  they  were  con¬ 
tented  to  contribute  to  its  fupport 
by  opening  their  purfes,  without 
much  tormenting  their  minds  in 
the  contemplation  of  an  odious 
fubjeft.  And  as  the  bitternefs  of 
contention  was  allayed,  and  the 
traces  of  pad  grievance  or  injury 
faded  on  the  memory,  fo  the  fpirit 
of  enterprize  had  proportionally 
llackened  ;  particularly  in  thole 
colonies  where  it  was  not  kept 
alive  by  immediate  hodility. 

Many  concurring  caules  and 
circumdances  ferved  to  increafe 
and  fupport  that  fpirit  which  now 
appeared  among  the  Americans. 
The  very  lofs  of  Charles  Town, 
became  a  ground  of  hope,  and  an 
incitement  to  vigour,  from  the 
wide  reparation  which  it  had 
caufed  in  the  Britifh  forces,  and 
the  confequent  incapacity  of  their 
divided  armies  to  fupport  each 


other.  But  the  expettation  of  a 
drong  naval  and  military  force 
from  France,  by  the  aid  of  which, 
they  hoped  to  retaliate  on  New 
York  for  the  lofs  of  Charles 
Town,  and  even  to  clear  the  con¬ 
tinent  entirely  of  the  Britilh 
forces,  could  not  but  have  had  a 
much  greater  effeft. 

In  the  mean  time,  their  prin¬ 
cipal  leaders,  as  well  as  the  Con- 
grefs,  omitted  no  means  to  encou¬ 
rage  and  to  profit  of  the  rifing 
ipirit,  and  to  cherilh  in  the  people 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes.  Letters 
were  written  by  the  committee  of 
that  body,  which  were  ftrength- 
ened  and  enforced  by  thofe  from 
the  commander  in  chief.  General 
Reed,  and  fome  other  popular 
commanders,  to  the  different  exe¬ 
cutive  governments,  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large,  and  to  particular  co¬ 
lonies,  dimulating  them  by  every 
motive  to  the  fpeedy  furnilhing 
their  refpedtive  quotas.  The  dif- 
grace  of  appearing  contemptible 
in  the  eyes  of  their  great  ally,  and 
the  mifchief  and  ruin  which  mud 
be  the  confequence,  of  their  be¬ 
ing  incapable  to  benefit  of  his  in¬ 
tentions  in  their  favour,  were 
drongly  urged.  And  the  people 
were  palhonately  called  upon,  not 
to  buffer  the  curfe  of  another  cam¬ 
paign  to  red  upon  America  !  The 
eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon 
them ;  and  their  future  indepen¬ 
dence,  fortune,  and  happinefs,  as 
they  laid,  depended  upon  their 
prefent  exertion. 

Thefe  remondrances  produced 
a  confiderable  effect  upon  the  dif¬ 
ferent  governments,  and  feemed 
to  operate  no  lels  upon  indivi¬ 
duals.  Many  arts  were  uled  to 
keep  up  the  fpirit.  Large  fub- 
Icriptions  were  made  by  private 
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perfons  for  giving  energy  to  the 
public  fervice.  The  ladies  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  firft  fet  the  example  to 
their  own  fex,  and  were  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  fums,  which  they 
gave  themfelves,  and  procured 
from  their  male  acquaintance*  to 
be  applied  as  gratuities*  in  parti¬ 
cular  indances,  and  as  a  general 
augmentation  to  the  pay  of  the 
private  foldiers  of  the  army.  The 
example  was  foon  followed,  in 
their  own*  and  in  other  provinces. 

It  could  fcarcely  be  expected,  in 
die  midd  of  all  the  confufion  and 
danger*  of.  an  uncommonly  de- 
ftr'uftive  war,  rasing  no  lefs  in  the 
Dowels*  than  in  the  extremities  or 
a  country,  that  arts,  or  learning, 
thofe  hdppy  concomitants  of  eafe 
and  fecurity*  Ihould  at  all  be 
'thought  of,  or  almoft  remembered. 
It  is  to  the  honour  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  that  it  was  under  this  pref¬ 
lu  re  6f  circumftances,  and  amidd 
ail  the  anxiety  of  the  prelent  fea- 
fon,  that  the  council  and  adembly 
of  Madachufetts  Bay,  fitting  at 
Bodon,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  May,  eftabliftied,  by  a 
public  law*  a  new  and  learned  fo- 
ciety*  to  be  entitled*  S(  The  Ame- 
te  ricaii  Academy  of  Arts  and 
e‘  Sciences.”  The  aft,  after  enu¬ 
merating  feveral  particular  objefts 
of  their  purfuits*  adds,  t(  and*  in 
fine,  to  cultivate  every  art  and 
ft  fcience,  which  might  tend  to 
<(  advance  the  infereft,  honour, 
Si  dignity,  and  happmefs,  of  a 
tc  free*  independent,  and  virtuous 
se  people.”  In  the  fame  fpirit  at 
Philadelphia,  after  a  pompous  ce¬ 
lebration  of  the  anniverfary  of 
American  independance,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  the  Congrefs,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  French  mi  aider* 
with  all  the  officers  of  the  date*  at- 
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tended  a  commencement  far  the 
conferring  of  degrees  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  that  city.  In  the  pub¬ 
lic  charge  delivered  by  the  proved 
upon  that  occadon  to  the  Undents* 
he  gave  the  reins  to  a  warm  ima¬ 
gination*  and  wandered  fa r  in  the 
paths  of  (peculation  1  painting  the 
riling  glories  of  America  in  arts 
and  letters,  as  well  as  in  com¬ 
merce  and  arms. 

Notwi  th  handing  the  apparent 
penury  and  misfortune  of  the 
times,  a  bank  was  indi  tilted, 
during  the  prefent  fummer,  in 
Philadelphia  %  and  the  fcheme  was 
fo  well  fupported  by  the  principal 
men  of  the  province,  that  the  al¬ 
lotted  capital,  of  300,000!  Pen- 
fylvania  currency,  to  be  paid  in 
hard  money,  was  fubferibed  in  a 
few  days.  The  public  fervice 
was,  however,-  the  principal,  if 
not  the  only  objeft  of  this  bank. 
They  were  to  receive  the  congrefs 
money,  that  is  to  fay,  the  amount 
of  the  taxes,  and  the  fupplies  re¬ 
mitted  by  the  other  colonies  j  and 
they  were,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
anfwer  the  public  demands,  and 
particularly  to  furnifh  the  fupplies 
for  the  army,  in  the  mod  prompt 
and  efficacious  manner ;  and  for 
the  procuring  of  fufficient  re- 
fources  of  cadi,  they  were  enabled 
to  pafs  notes,  and  to  borrow  mo¬ 
ney  at  6  per  cent,  intered.  To 
turn,  however,  this  bank  to  any 
conliderablc  advantage,  a  much 
greater  ftability  in  government, 
and  a  much  greater  care  in  their 
finances*  is  undoubtedly  necelfary. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fuccours*  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  who  had  been  lb  much 
didinguiffied  by  the  early  part 
which  he  took  in  the  American 
caufe,  long  before  Iiis  court  had 

thrown 
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thrown  by  the  mafk,  or  even,  per¬ 
haps,  determined  on  the  part 
which  fhe  has  fmce  taken,  re¬ 
turned  from  France.  His  early 
engagement,  and  great  zeal  and 
activity  in  the  American  l’ervice, 
in  which  he  held  an  high  rank, 
caul'ed  him  to  be  received  with 
diftindion  by  Walhington,  and  on 
his  going  to  Philadelphia,  he  con¬ 
veyed  a  letter,  full  of  che  mod 
flattering  encomiums,  from  that 
commander  to  the  Congrefs.  The 
refult  was,  a  public  complimen¬ 
tary  refolution  of  welcome  from 
that  body,  highly  applauding  his 
zeal,  and  no  lets  acknowledging 
his  eminent  fervices. 

j  1  .  To  the  further  en- 

July  1 1  th.  .  r 

J  J  '  couragement  of  the 

Americans,  M.  de  Ternay  at 
length  arrived  at  Rhode  Ifland 
from  France,  with  a  fquadron  of 
feven  fail  of  the  line,  five  frigates, 
and  two  armed  veffels.  His  own 
lhip,  Le  Due  de  Bourgogne,  car¬ 
ried  84  guns,  and  1200  im  c  ;  two 
others  were  feven ty-fours  ;  and 
four,  carried  64  guns  each.  He 
like  wife  convoyed  a  fleet  of  tran- 
fports,  with  five  old  French  re¬ 
giments,  and  a  battalion  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  about  6,000  men,  under  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant-general  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau. 

The  French  auxiliaries  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  Major  General  Heath  ; 
v/ho,  for  the  Security  both  of  the 
troops  and  fquadron,  againft  any 
attempts  from  New  York,  put 
them  in  poiTelfion  of  the  numerous 
forts  and  batteries  of  that  iliand  ; 
v/hich,  with  the  diligence  and  in- 
dullry  peculiar  to  their  country 
in  that  relpeCt,  they  loon  put  in  a 
high  Hate  of  defence.  In  a  few 
days  after  their  arrival,  they  were 


attended  bv  a  committee,  from  the 
general  a  (fern  fly  of  that  Hate, 
with  an  addrefs  of  congratulation 
to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  in 
which  they  expreifed  che  moil 
grateful  lenfe  of  the  generous  and 
magnanimous  aid  afforded  to  the 
United  States,  by  their  illuilrious 
friend  and  ally,  the  French  mo¬ 
narch  ;  and  faid  they  looked  for¬ 
ward,  with  warm  hope  and  ex¬ 
pectation,  to  the  end  of  a  cam¬ 
paign,  which,  through  that  aid, 
might  prove  the  happy  means  of 
reftoring  the  public  tranquility. 
They  concluded,  with  an  alTurance 
of  every  exertion  in  the  power  of 
the  hate,  for  the  l'upply  of  the 
French  forces  with  all  manner  of 
refrefhments  and  neceffaries,  and 
for  rendering  the  fervice,  as  happy 
and  agreeable,  as  it  was  honour¬ 
able,  to  all  ranks  of  the  army, 
Rochambeau  declared  in  his  an- 
fwer,  that  he  only  brought  over 
the  vanguard  of  a  much  greater 
force  which  v/as  deftined  for  their 
aid  ;  and  that  he  was  ordered  by 
the  king,  his  mafeer,  to  allure 
them,  that  his  whole  power  fhould 
be  exerted  for  their  fupport.  The 
French  troops,  he  faid,  were  un¬ 
der  the  llrittefi:  difeipline  ;  and, 
acting  under  the  orders  of  General 
Walhington,  would  live  with  the 
Americans  as  brethren.  He  re¬ 
turned  their  compliments  by  an 
alTurance,  that,  as  brethren,  not 
only  his  own  life,  but  the  lives  of 
all  thole  under  his  command,  were 
entirely  devoted  to  their  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time  Walhington# 
in  order  to  cement  the  union  be¬ 
tween  both  nations,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  thole  jealoufies*  which  were 
too  much  to  be  apprehended  on 
both  fides,  illued  a  requifition,  in 
public  orders,  to  the  American 
[p?]  3  officers. 
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officers,  foliating,  and  ftrongly 
recommending  to  them,  the  wear¬ 
ing  of  black  and  white  cockades, 
(the  ground  being  of  the  firft  co¬ 
lour,  and  the  relief  of  the  other) 
as  a  compliment  to,  and  a  fymbol 
offriendlhip  and  affeCtion  for  their 
generous  and  magnanimous  allies. 

It  was,  indeed,  highly  grievous, 
not  only  to  native  Englishmen, 
but  to  thofe  Americans,  who, 
though  equally  determined  upon 
liberty  and  independence  with  the 
moll  violent,  yet  ftill  looked  wifh- 
fully  forward,  to  the  renewal  of 
ancient  amity,  and  friendly  con¬ 
nections,  though  upon  equal 
terms,  with  the  mother  country, 
to  perceive,  not  only  the  influ¬ 
ence  which  France  was  gaining 
in  the  counfels  of  America,  but 
the  progrefs  ,  likewife  which  fire 
was  continually  making,  in  the 
opinion,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
in  the  affections  of  the  people. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  only 
four  fail  of  the  line  at  New  York  : 
lo  that  inftead  of  being  able  to 
cope  with  the  French  fquadron, 
he  was  under  an  expectation  ot 
being  himfelf  attacked  in  that 
harbour.  This  ftate  of  things, 
,  .  was,  however,  loon 

Ju  y  1 3*  changed,  by  the  arrival 
of  Admiral  Graves  with  fix  fail 
of  the  line,  from  England.  The 
Britifh  commanders,  having  now 
a  decided  fupenority  of  force,  loft 
no  time,  after  the  newly  arrived 
fttips  had  repaired  or  fupplied  the 
confequences  of  the  voyage,  in 
proceeding  to  Rhode  Illand,  in¬ 
tending,  after  faking  a  near  view 
of  the  fituatien  of  the  enemy,  to 
act  as  circumftances  might  invite 
or  admit,  whether  with  refpeCt  to 
a  direCt  attack,  or  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  their  future  operations. 


They  foon  difcovered,  that  the 
French  were  in  fuch  force,  and 
had  already  put  the  fortifications 
in  fuch  condition,  that  an  attack 
by  fea  was  impracticable  In  the 
mean  time.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
meditated  a  joint  attack  by  fea 
and  land ;  a  meafuie,  which  it 
would  feern,  that  the  admiral  did 
not  approve  of  *  or  at  leaft,  that 
he  did  not  heartily  concur  in. 
After  fome  delay,  occafioned  by 
his  not  being  furnifhed  in  time 
with  tranfports,  the  general,  at 
length,  embarked  600.0  of  his  beft 
troops,  with  which  he  proceeded 
as  far  as  Huntingdon  Bay  in  Long 
Ifland.  Some  unfortuante  difa- 
greement  began  at  this  time  to 
appear,  and  continued  long  after 
to  prevail,  between  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  by  fea  and  land.  Their 
difpatches  teemed  with  ambiguity 
and  jealoufy,  which  became  more 
glaring  by  time.  Diflike,  was 
rather  more  than  hefitated  ;  and 
blame,  on  one  fide  at  leaft,  was 
more  than  once  implied,  if  not 
direCtly  laid.  In  fine,  it  foon  be¬ 
came  evident,  that  they  were  little 
difpofed  to  mutual  confidence  or 
concert  5  and  that  the  ftrained 
correlpondence  between  them,  was 
rather  the  irkfome  refult  of  necef- 
fity,  than  the  fpontaneous  effect 
of  choice  or  inclination.  Unde? 
thefe  untoward  circumftances,  the 
troops  were  re-landed  at  White- 
Stone. 

In  the  mean  time,  Wafhington, 
who  was  ftriCtiy  attentive  to  all 
that  was  palling,  hoped  to  profit 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  abfence 
with  fo  great  a  body  of  the  troops, 
by  fome  rapid  motions,  fuddenly 
crofted  the  North  River,  at  the 
head  of  1 2,000  men,  and  marched 
direCtly  towards  King’s  Bridge* 
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with  an  apparent  intention  ot 
attacking  New  York.  The  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  expedition  to  Rhode 
Jfland,  and  confequent  detention 
or  the  troops,  neceffarily  fruftrat- 
ed  his  defign. 

It  does  not  appear  probable,  in 
th,e  prefent  view  of  tilings,  that  the 
expedition  to  Rhode  I  {land,  even 
iuppofing  the  mod  chearful  co¬ 
operation  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
could  have  been  attended  with 
any  fuccefs  or  benefit,  fufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  unquestionably  liable. 
Befides  the  natural  advantages  of 
fituation  which  that  ifland  polfe fi¬ 
fes,  and  the  Strength  cf  its  forts 
and  batteries,  the  New  England 
provinces  were  in  readinefs  to 
pour  in  their  whole  force  to  the 
fupport  of  the  French.  They 
were  now  impelled  to  adtion  by 
other  motives  than  thofe  which 
ufually  operated ;  for  they  burned 
with  eagernefs  to  have  fo  early, 
and,  what  they  deemed,  fo  happy 
an  opportunity,  of  imprefling  their 
allies  with  a  high  fenfe  of  their 
power  and  valour.  Accordingly, 
upon  the  firlt  bruit  of  the  defign, 
above  io,oco  of  their  militia  and 
fix-months-men,  were  luddenly  in 
arms,  and  advanced  towards  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  number  would 
have  been  far  more  confiderable, 
if  it  had  been  actually  carried  into 
execution.  With  thefe  diredt  im¬ 
pediments  in  the  way  of  the  de¬ 
fign,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  that 
New  York,  thus  dripped  of  its 
bed  troops,  and  of  the  protection 
of  the  fleet,  could  have  been  ex¬ 
empt  from  danger,  under  the  vi¬ 
gorous  attack  intended  by  Waili- 
ington. 

We  have  feen  in  our  lad  vo- 
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lume,  the  early  fuccefs  which  had 
attended  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez, 
the  Spanifh  governor  of  Louifiana, 
in  his  unexpedted  expedition  a- 
gaind  the  Britifh  fettlements  and 
forces  on  the  Miififippi.  The  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  that  enterprize,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  weaknefs  which 
the  number  of  pri foners  he  had 
taken,  neceffarily  induced  in  the 
defensive  force  of  the  province, 
could  not  fail  to  extend  his  views 
farther ;  but  dill  thinking  liimfelf 
too  weak  for  the  defigned  pur- 
pofe,  he  concerted  a  plan  of  ope¬ 
ration,  with  the  governor  of  the 
Havanna,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1779,  purfuance  of 
which  he  was  to  be  reinforced  and 
fupported,  by  a  confiderable  em¬ 
barkation  from  that  place,  early 
in  the  prefent  year. 

The  appointed  time  being  ar¬ 
rived,  and  De  Galvez  fuppofing 
that  the  expedted  force  from  the 
Havanna  was  of  courfe  on  its  way, 
and  being  himfelf  impatient  of 
delay,  he  embarked  all  the  force 
he  was  able  to  raife  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  at  New  Orleans,  . 
and  proceeded,  under  the  -*  * 

convoy  of  fome  lmall  fri-  ' 
gates  and  other  armed  veflels,  on 
his  expedition,  expedting  to  be 
followed  or  met  by  the  force  from 
the  Havanna, 

v  The  delays,  difficulties,  and 
dangers,  which  they  encountered 
on  the  paffage  to  Mobille,  would 
appear  almoft  incredible  to  thole 
who  confidered  only  the  diflance, 
without  taking  into  the  account, 
the  ftormy  difpofition  of  the  cli¬ 
mate  at  that  feafon,  the  danger¬ 
ous  nature  of  that  unhofpitable 
coafi,  and  the  numberiefs  lhoals 
which  embarrafs,  and  nearly  choke 
up  the  mouths  of  its  vafl  rivers. 
[ B ]  4  After 
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After  a  continued  druggie  with 
adverfe  weather,  and  the  various 
other  impediments  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  for  near  a  month,  the 
better  part  of  the  fleet  were  driven 
a-fhore,  and  feveral  of  the  velfels 
at  length  totally  wrecked,  in  the 
bay  of  Mobille.  By  this  misfor¬ 
tune,  the  commander  had  the 
mortification  of  feeing  all  reafon- 
able  hope  of  fuccefs  apparently 
frudrated  ;  boo  of  his  men  being 
cafe  away  on  a  naked  beach,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
cloaths,  arms,  and  neceifaries  of 
every  fort. 

The  Spaniards  bore  their  mis¬ 
fortunes  with  that  patience,  which 
has  at  all  times  been  a  character- 
i-ftic  of  their  nation.  In  dead  of 
fhrinking  under  the  difficulties 
and  difeouragements  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced,  they  endeavoured,  fo 
far  as  it  could  be  done,  to  convert 
their  lofs  into  a  benefit  j  breaking 
up  their  wrecked  veffels.,  and 
framing  their  timber  and  plank 
into  ladders,  and  other  machines, 
necedary  for  an  efcalade  ;  as  they 
had  fudained  too  great  a  lofs  of 
artillery  and  other  materials,  to 
attempt  a  formal  fiege.  Thole 
who  had  preferved  their  arms, 
were  obliged  to  divide  them,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  would  render 
them  mod  ufeful,  with  thole  who 
had  none  ;  and  thole  who  dill  re¬ 
mained  unarmed,  undertook  the 
laborious  fervice  of  the  army.  - 

It  happened  very  unfortunately 
on  the  fide  of  the  Englifb,  who' 
were  befides  far  from  ftrong,  that 
an  account  of  the  Spanidi  Ih ip- 
wreck  was  received  at  Penfacola, 
with  the  additional  rail e hoods,  that 

f 

•700  of  their  people  had  perilbed, 
and  that  the  expedition  was  en¬ 
tirely  laid  afide. 


The  Spanifh  commander  had  no 
reafon  to  repent  his  perfeverence. 
He  was  drengthened  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  four  armed  veffels  from  the 
Havanna,  with  a  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Navarre  on  board.  .Al¬ 
though  thefe  brought  an  account, 
that  the  principal  embarkation 
was  dill  retarded,  yet  the  arrival 
of  fo  many  fliips  and  frefh  men, 
with  the  artillery,  dores,  and  va¬ 
rious  neceifaries  which  they  were 
capable  of  fupplying,  fuddenly 
caufed  a  new  face  of  affairs,  and 
afforded'  a  renovation  of  vigour 
and  life  to  every  thing.  The 
former  troops-  were  fpeedily  re¬ 
embarked,  and  after  a  further  en¬ 
counter  of  other  dorms,  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  dangers,  the  p  , 
whole  were  landed  with-  e  *  2^‘ 
in  three  leagues  of  Mobil!*. 

Mr.  Dumford,  a  captain  of  en¬ 
gineers,  and  lieutenant-governor 
of  Wed  Florida,  commanded  the 
poor  garrifon,  which  was  to  de¬ 
fend  the  fort,  or  cadle  (as  the 
Spaniards  call  it)  of  Mobille. 
This  confided  of  97  regulars  of 
the  60th  regiment  ;  of  16  loyal 
Marylanders,  3  artillery  men,  60 
feamen,  54  inhabitants,  and  51 
armed  negroes,  which,  with  two 
lurgeons  and  a  labourer,  amount¬ 
ed  to  284,  of  all  forts.  The  ene¬ 
my  attacked  the  fort  by  lea  and 
land  ;  and  began  to  open  ground 
on  the  9th  of  March. 

On  the  1  2th  of  March  the  Spa¬ 
niards  opened  their  battery,  con¬ 
fiding  of  eight  1 8,  and  one  24 
pounder.  Their  fire  feems  to  have 
had  forne  coniiderable  eifeft,  on 
the  embrafuies  and  parapets  of  the 
two  faces  which  they  attacked  ; 
and  two  of  the  garrifon  guns  being 
dilmounted,  they  at  fun-fet  hung 
out  a  white  flag.  The  capitula¬ 
tion 
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ricn  was  nor,  however,  figned, 
until  the  14th  in  the  morning, 
when  the  fort  was  given  up,  and 
the  garrifon  fut  rendered  prifoners 
of  wir. 

This  fur  render,  which  appeared 
inevitable,  was  how7 ever  attended 
with  circumftances  which  render¬ 
ed  it  exceedingly  vexatious.  For 
Major  General  Campbel  had 
marched  from  Penfacola,  with  (as 
the  Spaniards  fay)  1100  regular 
forces,  and  l'ome  artillery,  for  its 
relief j  and  was  besides  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fame  Talapuche  Indians; 
a  people,,  who  being  exceffively 
ferocious  and  cruel,  and  the  inve¬ 
terate  and  mortal  enemies  of  the 
Spaniards,  are  by  thorn  regarded 
with  a  very  peculiar  dread  and 
horror.  The  van  of  Campbell’s 
force  was  arrived  within  fight  of 
the  Spanifh  camp,  at  the  very 
inftant  that  the  fort  was  luirender- 
ed:  and  they  accordingly  uled 
the  utmofl  expedition  in  taking 
poffeffion  of,  and  covering  them- 
lelves  with  the  works,  under  the 
ftrong  apprehenfion  Gf  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack.  De  Galvez  boafted, 
that  the  jBri  tifh  forces  in  the  field 
and  garrifon  were  fuperior  in 
numbers  to  his  own  ;  and  did  not 
fcrupie  openly  to  declare,  that, 
with  the  fmalleft  activity  and  vi¬ 
vacity  in  their  works,  the  latter 
might  have  made  good  the  de¬ 
fence,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
fuccour. 

It  feems.  upon  the  whole  face  of 
the  affair,  as  it  appears  at  prefent, 
that  the  lieutenant-governor  had 
not,  from  the  beginning,  the 
final  left  idea  of  any  attempt  being 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ; 
and  that  he  accordingly,  from  the 
hr  It  appearance  of  the  enemy, 
confidered  its  lofs  as  a  matter  of 


courfe  and  inevitable  necefllty. 
The  regular  force  was  certainly 
fuch,  as  to  give  little  encourage¬ 
ment  to  a  very  vigorous  defence. 
Thus  the  province  of  Weft  Florida, 
with  a  weak  and  divided  force, 
was  reduced  piecemeal,  with¬ 
out  its  being  able  any  where 
to  make  that  effectual  refinance, 
which  might  have  been  expected, 
if  it  had  been  concentered  in  l'ome 
one  good  point  of  defence. 

During  thefe  tranfadlio  is  on  the 
continent  of  America,  the  Spani¬ 
ards  lent  out  fo  great  a  force  to 
join  the  French  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  as  feemed  fufneient  to  change 
the  whole  fortune  of  the  war  in 
that  quarter,  and  to  threat  the, 
JBritifh  fleets  and  iflands  with  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  In  the 
latter  part  of  April,  Don  „  1 
Jofeph  Solano  failed  from  1  1 1# 
Cadiz  upon  that  fervice,  with 
12  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral 
frigates,  which  convoyed  a  fleet 
of  83  tranfports,  having  eight 
regiments  of  Spanifti  infantry,  of 
two  battalions  each,  and  a  confi- 
derable  train  of  artillery  on  board  ; 
the  whole  land  force,  including 
100  engineers,  amounting  to 
1  1,460  eflehtive  men.  The  iiland 
of  Jamaica  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  the  great  objed  in  view  ;  to 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  which, 
the  giving  of  a  decifive  blow  to 
Rodney  by  the  way,  would  have 
been  an  ufeful,  if  not  neceffary 
preliminary. 

It  feemed  to  happen  fortunate¬ 
ly,  that  the  Cerberus  frigate,7 
Capt.  Mann,  having  fallen  in  with 
the  Spanifh  fleet  at  fea,  and  that 
officer  judging  rightly  of  their  del- 
ti nation,  from  their  courfe  and 
other  circnmftances,  he  with  great 
propriety  confidered,  that  the  pub- 
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tic  utility,  'and  the  importance  of 
the  object,  fhould  fuperfede,  or  fup- 
ply,  the  defeats  of,  at  leaff,  general 
orders,  and  that  no  object  of  his 
cruize  could  poffibly.  Hand  in  any 
degree  of  comparative  value,  with 
the  proper  application  of  that 
knowledge,  which  he  had  now 
accidentally  acquired  ;  he  accord¬ 
ingly,  inftantly  proceeded,  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  to  the  Well: 
Indies,  in  order  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  Sir  George 
Rodney.  That  commander,  who 
was  then  at  Carlifle  Bay  in  the 
iiland  of  Barbadoes,  whither,  we 
have  formerly  Ihewn,  he  had  re¬ 
paired,  after  his  lafb  adlion  with, 
and  long  purfuit  of,  M,  de  Gui- 
chen,  in  order  to  victual,  water, 
and  refit  his  fleet,  upon  receiving 
this  intelligence  by  the  Cerberus, 
aifed  the  turnoff  diligence  in  put¬ 
ting  to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  Spanifh  fleet  and  convoy,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  join  the  French, 
who  were  then  in  Fort-Royal  Bay, 
Martinique,  and  had  not  yet  re¬ 
covered  the  effects  of  the  late  rough 
encounters. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
happy,  fignal,  or  decifive  in  its 
conlequences,  than  this  defign,  if 
in  had  taken  effeft.  But  the  views 
and  hopes  of  the  Britifh  comman¬ 
der  were  fruftrated,  through  the 
caution  of  the  Spanifh  admiral. 
Had  he  proceeded  directly  to 
Fort-Royal  Bay,  which  was  his 
objed,  and  the  appointed  place  of 
rendezvous  to  all  his  fquadron  and 
convoy,  he  could  fcarcely  have 
avoided  falling  in  with  the  Britifh 
fleet,  and  the  event  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  doubt,  But  Don  Solano, 
apprehenfive,  though  not  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  danger,  prudently  flop¬ 
ped  fliort,  on  his  approach  to  the 


neareff  iflands,  and  di  (patched  a  a 
expeditious  failing  frigate,  to  in¬ 
form  M.  de  Guichen  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  to  require  a  fpeedy  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  fleets  where  he  then 
was.  The  French  commander 
immediately  failed  from  Marti¬ 
nique,  with  1 S  fhips  of  the  line, 
being  all  that  were  yet  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  keeping  clofe  t 
to  leeward  of  the  iflands,  June  IO* 
joined  the  Spaniards  under  Domi¬ 
nique. 

The  combined  fleets,  when  all 
united,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
36  fail  of  the  line;  which,  with 
their  combined  land  forces,  form¬ 
ed  fuch  an  apparent  fuperiority, 
as  nothing  in  thofe  Teas  or  iflands, 
feemed  at  all  capable  of  refilling. 
The  danger  of  Jamaica  appeared 
to  be  great  indeed  ;  and  the  other 
iflands,  which  are  called  leeward, 
from  their  fituation  with  relpect 
to  Europe  and  North  America, 
though  windward  with  relped  to 
that,  could  fcarcely  hope  for  any 
other  fecurity,  than  what  might 
arife  from  the  purfuit  of  a  greater 
objed.  But  it  happened  fortu¬ 
nately  for  the  Britifh  intereft,  that 
this  great  hoflile  force,  carried 
within  itfelf  the  fources  of  in- 
efficacy,  weaknefs,  and  decay. 
The  Spanifh  troops  being  too 
much  crowded  on  board  their 
tranlports,  that  circumftance  ope¬ 
rating  with  the  length  of  the  voy¬ 
age,  the  change  of  climate  and 
diet,  and  above  all,  with  their 
peculiar  lazinefs,  and  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  the  whole  of  thofe 
combined  caufes  generated  a  moil 
mortal  and  contagious  diforder, 
which  firft  infeding  their  own 
feamen,  at  length  fpread,  though 
not  entirely  with  fo  fatal  an  effect, 
through  the  French  fleet  and  land 

forces. 
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forces.  Befides  a  great  mortality 
on  the  paflage,  the  Spaniards  had 
landed  no  lets  than  1200  Tick,  on 
their  fir  ft  arrival,  at  Dominique, 
and  a  much  greater  number  after¬ 
wards,  at  Guadaloupe  and  Mar¬ 
tinique.  Thus,  the  lpirit  of  en- 
terprize  was  not  only  damped, 
but  tome  part  of  the  means  were 
taken  away.  This  in  part  ac¬ 
counts  for  their  not  having  taken 
all  the  advantages  againft  us,  that 
was  dreaded  from  the  junction  of 
the  fleets  :  but  it  does  by  no 
means  clear  the  matter  fufficient- 
ly.  Jt  has  been  faid,  that  the 
Spanifh  admiral  had  no  orders  to 
co-operate  in  any  offenfive  mea- 
l'ures  with  the  French.  This  is 
not  the  only  inftance,  in  which 
the  want  of  concert  between  thofe 
allies  has  laved  Great  Britain. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  upon  the 
junction  of  the  enemy’s  fleets,  re¬ 
tired  to  Grofs-IHet  Bay,  in  St. 
Lucia,  where  he  was  equally  well 
lituated,  for  obferving  their  mo¬ 
tions,  for  counteracting,  fo  far  as 
he  was  able,  their  defigns  with 
reipect  to  the  other  iflands,  when¬ 
ever  they  fhould.  become  manifeft  ; 
and  for  fell-defence,  if  their  fu- 
periority  fhould  prompt  them  to 
venture  upon  an  attack. 

The  aiir  and  refrefhments  of  the 
French  iflands,  did  not  produce 
the  good  effects  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Spanifh  fick,  or  in  reftraining  the 
progrefs  and  violence  of  the  dif- 
order,  which  had  been  expeCted, 
or  were  even  ufual,  in  luch  cafes. 
The  diftemper  was  little  lefs  con¬ 
tagious  or  fatal  than  a  peftilence  ; 
and  if  the  mortality  was  apparent¬ 
ly  leffened,  it  feemed  only  to  be 
reftrained  by  the  decreafed  num¬ 
ber  of  the  victims.  In  thefe  dif- 
treffing  circumftances,  the  Spanifh 


commanders  re-embarked  their 
people,  and  the  combined  fleets 
proceeded,  before  the  middle  of 
July,  with  the  Spanifh  convoy  to 
the  weft  ward.  It  appeared  after¬ 
wards,  that  M.  de  Guichen,  hav¬ 
ing  efcorted  the  Spaniards  as  far 
as  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
knowing  there  was  no  enemy  in 
the  wav,  he  left  them  to  proceed 
fingly  to  the  Havanna,  while  he 
put  in  himfelf  at  Cape  Franpois. 

In  the  mean  time  Commodore 
Wallingham  had  arrived  from 
England  at  St.  Lucia,  with  a  few 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  four  regi¬ 
ments  under  his  convoy  for  ]am- 
aica.  The  commander  in  chief, 
who  was  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  but  inform¬ 
ed  of  their  departure  from  Fort- 
Royal,  failed  with  the  whole 
fleet,  as  well  to  obferve  their  mo¬ 
tions,  as  to  fee  the  convoy  well 
on  their  way.  Being  foon  fatis- 
fied  as  to  the  immediate  deftina- 
tion  of  the  enemy,  he  difpatched 
Admiral  Rowley,  along  with  Mr. 
vValfingham  and  the  convoy,  to 
Jamaica  ;  thefe  commanders  tak¬ 
ing  ten  fail  of  the  line  along  with 
them,  to  reinforce  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
and  thereby  infure  the  fecurity  of 
that  ifland.  Sir  George  Rodney 
kept  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
in  order  to  obferve  the  future  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  and  to  cover 
the  Leeward  Iflands. 

The  ficknefs  among  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  with  the  apparent  want  of 
concert  between  the  fleets,  went 
Err  beyond,  in  their  conlequences, 
the  immediate  fcene,  and  near 
views  of  action.  In  a  word,  they 
were  the  means  of  overthrowing 
the  whole  fcheme  and  defign  of 
the  campaign,  not  in  the  Weft 
Indies  only,  but  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica 
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rlea  Irkewrfe  j  and  Teemed  to 
change,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the 
fortune  and  nature  of  the  war. 

France  had  deftgns  for  the  ear¬ 
lier  part  of  the  campaign  in  the 
Wefr  Indies,  in  which  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Spain  would  be  necef- 
fatry.  She  concerted  another  with 
the  Americans,  which  w^as  to  take 
place,  on  their  fide,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  and  both  together  went  to 
the  diredt  annihilation  (and  with 
a  very  fufficiently  apparent  force 
for  the  purpofe)  of  the  Britith 
power,  in  both  parts  of  the  New 
world.  The  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme 
was  founded  upon  many  ftrong 
grounds  of  hope  and  expectation  ; 
but  like  all  complex  machines,  it 
was,  liable  to  be  difcrdered  in  the 
whole,  by  the  failure  only  of  fome 
of  its  parts.  It  was  expected,  that 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  would  have  enabled 
them,  without  much  lofs  or  da¬ 
mage,  entirely  to  cruih  the  Britifh 
naval  force  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
that,  '  with  the  great  land  force, 
which  it  was  fhppofed  would  be  in 
their  hands,  the  reduction  of  Ja¬ 
maica  would  not  be  an  objeCt  of 
much  difficulty  or  delay ;  that 
fome  or  all  of  the  fmaller  iflands 
would  follow71  of  courfe  ;  but  that, 
without  fpending  too  much  time 
upon  leffer  matters,  M.  de  Gui- 
chen  fficuld  proceed  with  his 
whole  force  to  the  coafts  of  North 
America,  where,  being  joined  by 
Ternay’s  frefh  Chips,  and  Rocham- 
beau’s  frefh  troops,  they  fhould, 
in  concert  with  Wafhiitgton,  at¬ 
tack  New  York  by  fea  and  land. 
As  the  Americans  would  ftrain 
every  nerve  on  the  ocCafion,  no 
doubt  of  fuccefs  in  that  part  of 
the  deflgn  could  be  entertained  ; 
and  the  reduction  of  Lord  Corn¬ 


wallis*s  forces,  with  the  driving 
of  the  Britifh  finally  from  the  con¬ 
tinent,  were  confidered  only  as 
matters  of  courfe. 

It  was  undoubtedly  in  confe- 
quence,  and  for  the  rounding  and 
completion  of  this  Icheme,  that 
preparations  were  made  by  the 
Americans  for  a  winter  expedition 
to  Canada,  the  conduCt  of  which 
w7as  to  be  committed  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette.  That  officer 
publifhed  accordingly  a  prepara¬ 
tory  memorial  addreffed  to  the 
French  Canadians,  and  calling 
upon  them  by  all  the  antient  ties 
of  allegiance,  blood,  religion, 
and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  na¬ 
tural  and  fervent  defire  of  recover¬ 
ing  their  own  freedonn,  to  be 'in 
preparation  to  affift,  join,  and 
fupport  him  upon  his  arrival  ;  but 
holding  out  all  the  feverities  of 
war,  and  all  the  terrors  of  mili¬ 
tary  execution,  to  thofe,  if  any 
fuch  there  could  be,  who  blindly 
perverfe  to  their  own  interefts,  and 
forgetful  of  all  thofe  ties  and  du¬ 
ties,  fhould  in  any  manner  op- 
pofe  the  arms,  or  impede  the  ge¬ 
nerous  defigns  of  their  deliverers. 
The  failure,  with  refpedl  to  the 
great  obje&s  of  the  defign,  occa- 
fioned  the  laying  by  for  the  prefent 
of  this  detached  part. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  near  contemplation  of  fuch 
vaft  objects,  and  the  flattering 
light  in  which  they  appeared, 
fhould  wonderfully  elevate  the 
fpirits  of  the  Americans,  and 
greatly  invigorate  their  meafures 
and  counfels.  Waffiington’s  ar¬ 
my  was  accordingly  recruited  and 
filled  up  with  fuch  diligence,  that 
it  was  faid  to  exceed  20,000  men  ; 
and  the  northern  provinces  were 
in  readinefs  to  fend  their  militia, 
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and  every  denomination  of  mili¬ 
tary,  to  take  (hare,  along  with 
him  and  their  French  allies,  in 
the  tinal  overthrow  of  New  York. 
JSior  wa3  it  even  apprehended,  that 
the  failure  of  the  preliminary 
parts  of  the  plan  in  the  VY eh  In¬ 
dies,  could  at  all  have  affected  the 
main  object  with  relpe£t  to  North 
America. 

But  it  was  impolTible  that  any 
judgment  formed  at  a  di (lance, 
could  interfere  with  M.  de  Gui- 
chen's  knowledge  of  the  (late  and 
condition  of  his  own  force.  Be- 
fides  the  ficklinefs  of  his  people, 
he  was  fenfible  that  his  Blips  had 
buffered  fo  much  by  long  lervice 
in  the  Well  Indies,  as  well  as  in 
the  feveral  engagements,  that 
they  were  not  by  any  means  in  a 
condition  to  encounter,  either  the 
roughnels  of  the  fervice  or  of  the 
climate,  which  they  mud  necefla- 
rily  undergo  in  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  campaign.  This  know¬ 
ledge,  and  the  determination 
founded  upon  it,  were,  however, 
ftri&ly  referved  to  himfelf,  or  to 
thofe  in  his  immediate  confidence. 
And  when  he  took  a  great  convoy 
from  the  French  iflands  under  his 
prote&ion,  it  was  dill  thought  or 
expected  on  all  hands,  that  as  foon 
as  he  had  feen  them  fo  far  on  their 
way  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  he 
would  then  proceed  to  the  coad  of 
America,  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  projected  enterprize.  But 
that  commander  proceeded  dire6tly 
to  Europe  with  his  fleet  and  con¬ 
voy  ;  and  the  bad  date  of  his  (hips, 
when  he  arrived  at  Cadiz,  fuffici- 
entiy  judified  his  conduct. 

Nothing  was  ever  more  galling 
to  the  Americans  than  this  difap- 
pointment.  It  is  even  faid,  that 
W  afhiiTgton  himfelf,  could  not 


entirely  preferve  that  command  ot 
countenance,  and  equanimity  of 
temper,  by  both  of  which  he  is  io 
much  didinguifhed.  All  the  views 
of  France  and  America,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  to  the  campaign,  were  now" 
finally  fhut  up  ;  and  the  force  fent 
by  the  former  to  Rhode  Iflartd, 
with  a  view  of  general  co-opera¬ 
tion,  was  now  reduced  to  act  only 
upon  the  defenlive  a  garrifon. 
Undoubtedly,  Great  Britain  had 
a  wonderful  efcape  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  prelent  campaign  ;  and 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  has  expe¬ 
rienced  a  Angular  fortune  in  the 
various  hair-breadth  rifques,  which 
(he  has  encountered  during  the 
war.  Through  all  this  courfe  of 
tranfaftion,  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  kept  the  French 
fquadron  as  clofely  blockaded  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  as  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  occafional  (belter 
of  fome  neighbouring  iflands  could 
afford,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
winds  and  leas  would  admit. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  George 
Rodney  being  aware  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  defien  againft  New  York; 
and  apprehenlive  that  both  the  Bn- 
ti(h  land  and  naval  force  would  be 
entirely  overwhelmed  by  the  vaft 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  as  foon 
as  he  had  received  certain  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  departure  of  J\'l.  de 
Guichen  from  Cape  Francois,  im¬ 
mediately  failed  himfelf,  with 
eleven  capital  Blips,  and  four  fri¬ 
gates,  to  their  fuppofed  abidance 
and  relief.  Although  he  « 
found,  foon  after  his  ar-  ^ 
rival  at  New  York,  that  this  ef¬ 
fort  of  zeal  for  the  public  fervice, 
which  had  ari  fen  from  the  fpur  of 
the  occalion,  might  have  been 
difpenfed  with  ;  yet  he  di (covered 
in  the  end,  that  he  had  no  caule 

to 
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to  regret  the  trouble  wnich  he  had  the  unknown  but  dreadful  calami- 
taken  j  as  it  proved  the  fortunate  ty,  which  was  to  take  place  in  the 
means  of  faving  the  fquadron  un-  Weil  Indies, 
der  his  immediate  command,  from 


C  H  A  P,  III. 


Dreadful  hurricane  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Definition  and  calamity  in  Bar - 
badoes.  St.  Lucia ,  Grenada ,  St.  Vincents.  Great  loffies  fu/lained ,  and 
dangers  encountered ,  by  the  Britijh  naval  force  in  thofe  feas.  French 
{(lands:  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouiile .  Hurricane  in  Jamaica. 
Town  of  Savanna  la  Mar  overwhelmed .  Large  trad  of  rich  country , 
in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed .  Diftrefjes ,  and  great  Ioffes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.  Bounty  of  the  crown  and  parliament.  Liberal  benefactions  of 
individuals.  New  Fork.  Negociation ,  between  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
the  American  General  Arnold,  Major  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
of  the  fcheme.  Is  taken  in  difguife  on  his  return  from  the  American 
camp.  Avows  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wafhington . 
Gen .  Arnold  efcapes  onboard  the  V  ulture  fbip  of  war.  Various  letters 
written ,  and  means  ineffectually  ufed,  in  order  to  fave  Major  Andre  from 
the  impending  danger.  He  is  tried  by  a  board  of  American  General  Officers . 
His  candour  and  magnanimity  on  the  trial:  is  fentenced  on  his  own  confeffi 
fan,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  papers  which  were  found  upon  him .  Libe¬ 
rality  with  which  he  was  treated,  and  his  fenfe  of  it.  His  untimely 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unufual  fy  nip  at  by  which  he  excited  in  the 

American  army.  Gen.  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  Britijh 
army.  Publishes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation ,  directed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  armv * 
Diftreffies  in  the  American  army ,  and  fome  of  their  caufes. 


THE  Well  Indies  were  now 
doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  an  enemy,  far  more 
irrefidabie  and  terrible,  than  any 
which  the  malice,  or  power  of 
their  own  fpecies,  could  arm 
againft  them.  This  was  a  hurri¬ 
cane  of  fo  dreadful. a  kind,  that  it 
ieemed  to  be  rather  one  of  the  lad 
pangs  and  convulfions  of  nature, 
than  any  of  thofl*  cudomary  exer¬ 
tions,  in  which  Ihe  happily  pro¬ 
duces  general  good,  though  at  the 
expence  of  fome  partial  evil. 

Although  this  tremendous  fcourge 
of  Providence,  feemed  to  fweep  the 
leas  and  the  land  with  wild  and 


undidinguifhed  fury,  yet  the  anti- 
ent  colony,  and  till  then  flourifhing 
ifland  of  Barbadoes,  was  more 
particularly  the  marked  vidlim  of 
its  rage.  The  hurricane  began  in 
that  ifland  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  of  Odtober,  1780  ;  and  con¬ 
tinued,  with  little  intermiflion, 
about  48  hours.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  firft  day,  the  fhips  were 
driven  from  their  anchors,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  encounter  all  the  horrors 
of  the  mod  outrageous  fea  that  the 
olded  feaman  had  ever  beheld. 
They  could  not,  however,  have 
envied,  if  they  had  known  their 
condition,  the  fituation  of  thofe 

whom 
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whom  they  had  left  behind  on 
(bore. 

in  the  courfe  of  that  dreadful 
night,  Bridge  Town,  the  capital 
of  the  idand,  was  nearly  laid  level 
with  the  earth.  The  hiftory  of 
the  government  houfe,  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  fate  of  the  other 
buildings  in  that  town,  and  of 
the  ftate  of  their  inhabitants.  That 
building,  which,  from  its  unufual 
ilrength,  feemed  calculated  to 
brave  all  the  outrages  of  feafons, 
was  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and 
its  walls  above  three  feet  in  thick— 
nefs.  No  means  were  neglefted, 
becimes  in  the  evening,  to  bar¬ 
ricade  the  doors  and  windows  in 
1'uch  a  manner,  as  fhould  render 
them  proof  to  all  outward  violence. 
But  before  ten  o’clock,  the  irre- 
fidable  force  of  the  temped:  burtl 
its  way  through  different  parts  of 
the  houfe;  and  having  in  fome 
time  carried  off  the  roof,  and  the 
ruins  tumbling  on  all  fides,  the 
governor’s  family  were  obliged  to 
fiy  for  refuge  to  the  fouterrains ; 
but  they  were  foon  driven  from 
that  afylum  by  the  burding  in  of 
the  water,  which,  through  the  con¬ 
tinued  torrents  of  rain  that  fell, 
threatened  nothing  lefs  than  a 
deluge. 

Nothing  now  remained,  but  an 
endeavour  to  gain  the  fields  ;  an 
attempt,  than  which,  except  their 
prefent  fituation,  nothing  could 
appear  more  dreadful  or  dangerous. 
Ir,  however,  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  they  gained  fome  temporary 
(belter,  amongft  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  or  platform,  on  which 
the  flag-ftaff  had  been  erected. 
But  theib,  however  maffy,  became 
fo  obedient  to  the  increafed  vio¬ 
lence  and  aftonifhing  force  of  the 
wind,  as  to  threaten  inllant  de- 


ftrudtion  to  the  didreded  fugitives, 
who  were  again  compelled  to  en¬ 
counter  all  the  open  horrors  of  the 
temped.  The  governor,  and  fiich 
others  as  had  drength  and  recol¬ 
lection  enough  to  keep  together, 
after  being  frequently  blown 
down,  and  rolled  about  in  the 
mire  and  wet,  at  length  gained  a 
battery,  and  took  fhelter  under 
the  gun  carriages ;  where  they  fat 
in  continual  apprehenfion  of  being 
crufhed  to  pieces,  fo  tenibly  were 
the  cannon  moved  by  the  dorm. 

The  other  houfes  of  the  town 
being  much  earlier  dedroyed,  the 
furviving  inhabitants  were  of 
courfe  expofed  to  the  miferies  of  a 
longer  night  of  continued  danger 
and  horror.  Numbers  were  bu¬ 
ried  in  their  houfes  ;  and  the 
dreadful  uproar  of  the  temped, 
was  intermixed  with  the  groans  of 
the  dying,  the  cries  of  thofe  who 
were  incapable  of  dragging  their 
maimed  and  wounded  bodies  from 
the  ruins,  and  the  fereams  of  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  whofe  fate 
feemed  only  to  be  deferred  for 
greater  horrors,  whjld  they  were 
lamenting,  or  calling  for  help  to 
their  lod  friends. 

The  day  light  prefented  fuch 
a  fcene  of  defolation  as  has  feldom 
been  equalled.  That  beautiful 
ifland,  fo  lately  glowing  in  the 
riched  bloom  and  verdure  of  con¬ 
tinual  fpring,  now  prefented  the 
image  o{  thofe  broken  and  dreary 
polar  regions,  whole  di final  wades 
are  buried  in  eternal  winter.  The 
fmaller  towns  experienced  a  fimi- 
lar  ruin  with  the  capital.  It  was 
laid,  that  not  one  houl’e  or  build¬ 
ing  in  the  idand,  however  drong 
or  sheltered,  was  exempt  from  da¬ 
mage  ;  but  that,  in  general,  they 
were  levelled  to  the  ground,  the 
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plantations  dedroyed,  and  the 
produce  of  the  earth  fo  totally  torn 
up  and  difperfed,  as  not  to  leave 
a  trace  behind.  To  increafe  the 
calamity,  mod  of  the  living  dock 
of  the  ifland,  particularly  of  the 
horned  kind,  perifhed.  And  re¬ 
putable  and  opulent  families  were, 
in  common  with  the  mod  indi¬ 
gent,  ex  poled  to  the  dill  unex- 
haufted  fury  of  the  temped,  with¬ 
out  food,  raiment,  or  cover. 

The  lofs  of  human  lives  was 
gr&at,  even  among  the  Whites  ; 
but  including  the  Blacks,  amount¬ 
ed  to  fome  thou fands.  The  num¬ 
bers  could  not,  however,  be  accu¬ 
rately  edi  mated.  Betides  thofe 
who  fell  victims  to  the  violence 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  whole  bodies  were  feafily 
found,  many  were  entombed  in 
their  own  houfes,  and  in  the  ruins 
of  others,  who  could  only  be  dif- 
covered  by  time.  Many  were 
whirled  by  the  force  of  the  temped 
into  the  lea  :  many  carried  oft'  by 
the  waves,  which  being  driven 
over  their  cuftomary  mounds  in¬ 
vaded  the  Chore ;  and  perhaps,  not 
2  fmaller  number,  by  the  torrents 
of  frelh  water  which  poured  from 
the  clouds.  As  the  firft  object  of 
the  furvivors,  next  to  the  provid¬ 
ing  of  immediate  food  and  Ihelter, 
was  the  guarding  againft  a  pefti- 
lence,  by  the  fpeedy  interment  of 
thofe  dead  bodies  which  were  eafi- 
ly  found,  their  number  was  little 
attended  to,  in  that  fceneof  hurry, 
diftrefs  and  condition. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  in  hi  dory 
a  more  extraordinary  indance  of 
the  united  force  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  than  was  {hewn  upon  this 
occation,  in  the  removal  of  a  can¬ 
non  of  twelve  pound  ball,  from 
die  fouth  to  the  north  battery ; 
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being  a  di dance  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  yards  :  a  circumdance 
which  we  Chou  Id  have  been  afraid 
of  relating  upon  any  lefs  authori¬ 
ty,  than  that  of  a  public  docu¬ 
ment,  tranfmitted  to  the  fecretary 
of  date  by  the  governor  of  the 
ill  and. 

It  happened  mod  fortunately, 
and  probably  faved  Barbadoes  from 
utter  ruin,  that  Gen.  Vaughan, 
with  a  contiderable  body  of  troops 
were  then  on  the  ifland.  For  be¬ 
tides  that  the  Blacks  were  in  a  ra¬ 
tio  of  four  or  five  to  one  with  re*< 
fpeCt  to  the  Whites,  they  were  in- 
cumbered  with  above  Boo  przfon- 
era  of  war  ;  who,  as  well  as  the 
word  and  mod  dangerous  members 
of  their  own  community,  were  all 
fet  at  large  by  the  deftrudtion  of 
the  prifons.  The  general's  houfe 
being  early  dedroyed,  he  and  his 
family  underwent  a  full  (hare  of 
the  dangers  and  calamities  of  the 
night  5  his  fecretary’s  thigh  was 
broken,  and  he  did  not  efcape 
himfelf  without  many  bruifes. 

Such  are  the  happy  efteSs  of 
order  and  difcipline,  that  al¬ 
though  the  barracks  and  hofpitai 
were  blown  down,  the  lofs  fuliain- 
ed  by  the  troops  was  very  inconfi- 
derable  ;  and  though  the  rapine 
of  the  negroes  during  the  general 
condition,  kept  pace  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  die  temped,  yet  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  officers,  and  the  ala¬ 
crity  of  the  private  men,  fucceeded 
fo  happily,  as  nearly  to  fave  all  the 
dores  and  provifians  dedined  for 
the  fervice  of  the  army  and  navy. 
It  was  no  lefs  fortunate,  at  a  time 
when  famine  was  daring  the  whole 
ifland  in  the  face,  and  that  the 
mod  dreadful  confequences  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  its  effect 
upon  the  negroes,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity 
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tity  of  the  latter  was  very  con- 
liderable. 

It  ffiould  be  remembered,  to  the 
honour  and  praife  of  Don  Pedro 
St.  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Arragon,  and  of  the  other 
Spanilh  pri loners  at  Barbadoes, 
who  were  all  under  his  immediate 
direction,  that  they  aCted  the  kind 
part  of  friends,  infiead  of  behaving 
like  enemies,  or  even  with  indif¬ 
ference,  in  this  feafon  of  calami¬ 
ty  ;  and  that  they  omitted  no  la¬ 
bour  or  fervice  within  their  power, 
for  the  affifiance  of  the  diHreffed 
inhabitants,  and  the  prefervation  of 
public  order. 

The  i (lands  of  St.  Lucia,  Gra¬ 
nada,  and  St.  Vincent,  were  like- 
wile  laid  nearly  defolate.  In  the 
firH,  all  the  huts  and  barracks  for 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  other 
buildings  of  the  iflatid,  were 
blown  down.  At  Granada,  the 
de vacation  was  proportioned  to 
the  fuperior  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  that  ifland;  and  of 
St.  Vincent’s,  it  was  faid,  that 
not  a  houfe  was  left  Handing.  Do¬ 
minique,  likewife  l'ulfered  greatly. 

Moll:  of  the  (hips  of  war  were 
driven  out  lo  fea  from  St.  Lucia, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  hurricane. 
The  Vengeance,  which  was  moor¬ 
ed  within  the  Carenage,  a  place, 
ever  till  now,  confidered  as  afford¬ 
ing  the  utmofl  lecurity  in  all  winds 
and  weather,  was,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  that,  and  every  immediate 
effort  for  her  further  fafety,  driven 
upon  the  rocks,  and  her  efcape 
from  utter  defiruCtion,  exceeded 
all  hope  and  expectation.  The 
tranfports,  victuallers,  and  tra¬ 
ders,  were  at  bed:  dil'mafted,  and 
moltly  driven  on  fliore. 

Of  the  Ihips  of  war  which  were 
driven  out  to  fea,  the  Montague 
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returned,  without  mad:  or  bow- 
fprit  Handing,  and  eight  feet  water 
in  her  hold — the  Ajax,  greatly 
damaged — the  Beaver’s  prize,  of 
t8  guns,  was  wrecked  on  the  back 
of  the  idand,  and  all  the  officers 
and  crew,  except  17  men,  periffi- 
ed.  The  prefervation  of  the 
Amazon,  after  being  overfet  in 
the  utmoH  violence  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  notwithHanding  the  praifes 
juHly  due,  to  the  undaunted  refo- 
lution,  and  the  unequalled  efforts 
and  activity  of  the  officers  and 
crew, Teems  fa  little  Abort  of  being 
miraculous,  that,  at  a  greater 
diitance  of  time,  it  would  have 
been  deemed  incredible.  The 
Andromeda  and  Laurel,  of  28 
guns  each,  were  not  fo  fortunate  ; 
they  were  both  loH  on  the  coaH  of 
Martinique,  '  none  of  the  officers, 
and  very  few  of  the  crews  being 
faved.  The  Deal  Caffie,  of  24 
guns,  fuffiered  the  fame  fate;  and 
the  Egmont  of  74,  arrived  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  without  a  maff,  and  in  all 
other  refpeCls  little  better  than  a 
wreck. 

The  fquadron  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Rowley,-  which 
convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on  its 
way  to  Europe,  experienced  no 
lefs  calamity,  and  fuHained  Hill 
greater  lofs.  Of  this  fquadron, 
the  Admiral,  with  five  more,  re¬ 
turned  to  Jamaica,  mollly  difmaff- 
ed,  and  all  di fabled.  The  Ber¬ 
wick,  being  feparated,  and  dif- 
maHed,  found  it  lefs  difficult,  or 
thought  it  lefs  dangerous,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  alone  to  England,  than  to 
return.  But  the  Stirling  CaHle,  of 
64  guns,  was  totally  IcH  on  the 
coaH  of  Hifpaniola,  and  only 
about  50  of  the  crew  faved.  The 
foiitary  fate  of  the  Thunderer,  of 
74  gum,  under  the  ctmduCt  of 
[C]  Com* 


34]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1-781. 


Commodore  Boyle  Walfingham,* 
was  dill  more  calamitous;  {be  be¬ 
ing  fo  completely  fwallowed  up  in 
this  conflict  of  the  elements,  that 
no  memorial  or  -  particulars  of  her 
cataftrophe  can  ever  Come  to  light. 

The  Phoenix,  of  44  guns.  Sir 
Hyde  Parker,  was  wrecked  on 
the  illand  of  Cuba  ;  but  the  offi¬ 
cers,  and  moll  of  her  crew,  were 
happily  laved.  The  Barbadoes 
and  Victor  (loops  of  war,  with  the 
Cameleon,  Scarborough,  and  La 
Blanche  frigates,  became  like- 
wife,  upon  different  fervic-es,  and 
with  a  partial  or  total  lofs  of  men 
and  officers,  victims  to  the  rage  of 
this  mercilefs  feafon. 

The  French  i Hands,  feem  to 
have  differed  even  more  than  the 
Engiilh,  excepting  only  Barba¬ 
does,  At  Martinique,  the  beauti- 
■  ful  town  of  St.  Pierre,  built  upon 
the  fhore,  was  laid  to  have  been 
entirely  overwhelmed  and  walhed^ 
away  :  and  the  town  of  Baffiaterre, 
in  Guadaloupe,  was  reported  to 
have  (hared  the  fame  fate.  About 
fixty  fail  of  tranfports  from  France, 
which  had  arrived  that  morning  at 
Martinique,  with  fores,  and 
2,500  troops  on  board,  were  all 
driven  out  to  lea :  and  both  ffiips 
and  foldiers  differed  extremely. 
Several  were  entirely  loft;  'and 
fome  were  taken,  by  thole  who 
had  themfelves  juft  efcaped  the 
danger,  and  who  were  ftill  differ¬ 
ing;  under  the  effects  of  the  com- 
mon  calamity.  The  Experiment 
of  50  Guns,  and  the  Juno  of  for¬ 
ty,  with  fome  ocher  Royal  French 
frigates,  were  entirely  deftroyed  ; 
and  19  fail  of  loaded  Dutch  vef- 
fels,  were  dallied  to  pieces  on  the 
ifland  of  Granada.  Nor  did  the 
Dutch  illand  of  St.  Euftatius, 
el'cape  the  general  effects  of  the 
hurricane  ;  the  damage  there 


being  eftimated  at  not  lefs  than 
150,000!.  fterling. 

The  humanity  of  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  affords  fome  relief  to 
thefe  fcenes  of  horror  and  devalua¬ 
tion.  That  governor  lent  3 1  Bii- 
tifh  Tailors,  (being  the  poor  re¬ 
mains  that  were  laved  of  the  crews 
of  the  Laurel  and  Andromeda) 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  at  St.  Lucia,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  letter  or  mef- 
fage,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
he  could  not  confider  in  the 
light  of  enemies,  men  who  had  fo 
hardly  efcaped  in  a  contention 
with  the  force  of  the  elements  ; 
hut  that  they,  having,  in  common 
with  his  own  people,  been  par¬ 
takers  of  the  lame  danger,  were, 
in  like  manner,  entitled  to  every 
comfort  and  relief  which  could  be 
given,  in  a  feafon  of  fuch  univer- 
fal  calamity  and  d  iff  refs,  He  only 
lamented,  he  laid,  that  their  num¬ 
ber  was  fo  fmall  ;  and  particular¬ 
ly,  that  none  of  the  officers  were 
faved.  Thus  did  that  eminent 
commander,  and  magnanimous 
enemy,  fuftain  the  high  character 
which  he  had  fo  juftly  attained,  as 
well  with  the  Englifh  as  his  own 
nation,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war ;  and  to  which,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  ,  to  thole  great  qualities  from 
which  it  is  derived,  he  is  perhaps 
no  lefs  beholden  for  fome  of  his 
acquifitions,  than  to  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  his  arms. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the 
hurricanes  of  this  feafon,  fwept 
the  coafts  of  Europe  and  America 
as  well  as  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and 
that  even  a  beautiful  part  of  the 
country,  on  both  Tides  of  the 
Thames,  between  London  and 
Richmond,  buffered  very  much 
(about  the  time  of  the  devaluation 
in  the  Leeward  Blands)  by  a  hur¬ 
ricane 
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ricane  of  fo  peculiar  and  dreadful 
a  nature,  as  had  not  been  fre¬ 
quently  experienced  in  this  climate 
and  country,  it  will  afford  no 
caufe  of  wonder,  that  jamaica 
fhould  partake  deeply  of  the  com¬ 
mon  calamity. 

The  hurricane  in  Jamaica,  was, 
however,  different  in  many  re- 
fpects  from  the  others.  It  was 
earlier  in  point  of  time  by  a  week, 
than  that  at  Barbadoes  ;  and  was 
more  complex,  being  accompanied 
by  an  earthquake,  and  a  mod:  ex¬ 
traordinary  fwell  of  the  fea,  which 
rendered  it  dill  more  terrible,  as 
well  as  fatal.  But  its  effects  were 
happily  more  confined ;  and  it 
leems  to  have  been  only  the  tip  of 
its  eadern  wing,  which  fwept  the 
wedern  point  of  that  ifland.  The 
two  large  di drifts,  which  are  call¬ 
ed  parifhes,  of  Wedmoreland  and 
Hanover,  which  include  the  whole 
breadth  of  Jamaica  in  its  wedern 
extreme,  were  accordingly  the 
principal  victims  of  its  rage  ;  al¬ 
though  their  neared  eadern  neigh¬ 
bours,  in  the  parifhes  of  St. 
James  and  Elizabeth,  felt  no  fmall 
fhare  of  its  fury. 

Whild  the  unhappy  inhabitants 
of  Savanna  la  Mar  (then  a  confi- 
derable  trading  town  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ifland,  in 
Wedmoreland  parifh) 
were  gazing  with  adonifhment, 
at  fuch  a  fwell  of  the  fea,  and  agi¬ 
tation  of  its  waves,  as  had  never 
been  before  beheld  ;  on  a  fudden, 
at  once,  burding  through  all 
bounds,  and  furmounting  all  ob- 
dacles,  it  overwhelmed  the  town  ; 
and  fwept  every  thing  away  fo 
compleatiy  on  its  retreat,  as  not 
to  leave  the  fmalled  vedige  of  man, 
bead,  or  habitation  behind.  About 
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300  perfons,  of  all  colours,  perifh- 
ed  in  this  dreadful  irruption.  The 
fea  flowed  at  half  a  mile  beyond 
its  ufual  fixed  limits  ;  and  fo  fud¬ 
den  and  unavoidable  was  the  de- 
ftrubfion,  although  it  took  place 
at  noon  day,  that  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  one  gentleman’s  houfe, 
confiding  of  ten  whites,  and  about 
forty  negroes,  not  a  foul  cf  either 
fort  efcaped. 

This  was  only  the  prelude  to 
immediate  and  more  extenfive  ca¬ 
lamity.  Where  the  fea,  in  its 
prefent  degree  of  force,  could  net 
reach,  the  bufinefs  of  deftru<5tion 
was  nearly  as  effectually  carried  on 
by  the  fucceedi ng  earthquake  and 
hurricane.  Between  both,  fcarcely 
a  houfe  or.  building  of  any  fort  was 
left  llanding  in  the  two  fird  pa¬ 
rifhes  we  mentioned,  any  more 
than  in  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
two  others  5  particularly  that  of 
St.  James,  which  dood  in  the 
next  degree  of  differing,  A  great 
number  of  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  of  neceflity,  a  much  greater 
of  the  negroes,  perifhed  during 
the  courfe  of  the  hurricane.  The 
provifions  were  entirely  deftroyed  ; 
and  the  live  dock  efcaped  little 
better.  But  the  calamity  was  not 
confined  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
nor  to  its  immediate  inhabitants^ 
The  rich  and  cultivated  foil,  was 
in  many  places  covered  with  heaps 
of  derile  matter,  which  could  not 
be  removed  by  any  profitable  la¬ 
bour,  and  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  culture  to  reclaim.  Thus 
a  people,  who  had  generally  been 
in  a  date  pf  high  affluence,  were 
in  an  indant  reduced  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  want  and  mifery.  Their 
remote  fituation  rendered  their 
condition  the  more  deplorable. 
[C]  z  There 
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There  was  no  friend  or  kind  neigh¬ 
bour  to  fly  to  for  an  afylum,  where 
all  were  equally  wretched. 

The  damage  in  the  parilh  of 
Weftmoreland  only,  was  efti- 
mated  at  950,0001.  Jamaica  cur¬ 
rency?  amounting  to  near  700,000b 
fterli ng.  In  that  of  Hanover,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  abfolute  pro¬ 
perty,  was  faid  to  be  loft  for 
ever.  The  damage  in  the  other 
two  parifhes  was  very  coufider- 
able. 

The  merchants  of  Kingfton,  the 
metropolis  of  the  ifland,  gene- 
roufly  fubfcribed  io,oool.  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  fufterers  ;  the  value  of  which 
was  fpeedily  tranfmitted  to  them, 
in  thofe  articles  of  cloathing  and 
provifion  which  were  moft  urgently 
necelfary.  But  the  bounty  of  the 
crown  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  would  afford  a  lafting  tef- 
timonial  of  the  beneficence,  libe¬ 
rality,  and  grandeur  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  if  all  other  memorials  of  its 
generofity  and  greatnefs  were 
forgotten.  In  the  height  of  a 
lofing  and  moft  unfortunate  do¬ 
me  it  u:  and  foreign  war  j  a  war,  not 
lefs  diftinguiihed  from  all  others 
by  the  greatnefs  of  its  Ioffes,  than 
by  its  unparalleled  expences  ;  yet, 
in  this  ftate  of  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  calamity,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  inftantly  granted  80,000 1. 
for  the  relief  of  the  fufterers  in 
Barbadoes,  and  40,000b  for  thofe 
in  Jamaica.  The  generous  bene¬ 
factions  of  individuals  kept  pace 
with  the  public  munificence. 

Whilft  the  Weft  India  iflands 
were  doubly  fuffering,  under  all 
the  evils  of  war,  and  under  fome 
of  the  greateft  calamities  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  continent  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  enjoyed  fome  tolerable  refpite 
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from  the  one,  and  had  pretty  well 
efcaped  the  other.  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot  ftiil  continued  his  ftation 
about  Gardner’s  Bay  and  Block 
ifland,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
M.  de  Ternay;  whilft  the  induftry 
of  the  French  was  quickened,  in 
completing  the  fortifications,  and 
increafing  the  defences  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  great  fupe- 
riority  of  naval  force,  which  the 
arrival  of  Sir  George  Rodney  had 
thrown  into  the  fcale  on  the  Bri- 
tilh  fide. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
knowledge  that  the  fortifications 
at  Rhode  Ifland  were  now  in  l'uch 
ftrength  on  the  land  fide,  as  to 
bid  defiance  to  any  force  which  Sir 
Henry  Clincon  could  with  fafety 
draw  from  New  York,  whether 
the  harbour  was  fo  well  fortified  as 
not  to  admit  the  approach  of  the 
fleet,  or  whether  the  feafon  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  expofe  the  Ihips  to 
the  dangerous  uncertainty  of  the 
weather,  we  do  not  know  ;  but 
however  it  was,  no  attempt  was 
made  to  derive  any  advantage  from 
the  prefent  naval  fuperiority.  The 
^critics  upon  military  affairs,  with 
whom  New  York,  nearly  from  its 
firft  coming  into  our  hands,  pecu¬ 
liarly  abounded,  were  as  bitter  in 
their  cenfures,  and  reviled  the 
commanders  with  as  little  mercy 
and  decency  upon  this  occalion, 
as  they  had  both  themfelves  and 
their  predeceffors  upon  many 
others. 

During  this  apparent  calm,  and 
a  fort  of  tacit  celfation  of  hoftility, 
produced  only  by  the  peculiar  fitu- 
ation  and  circumftances  of  the  par¬ 
ties  on  both  fides,  a  fcheme  of  the 
utmoft  importance  was  in  agita¬ 
tion. 
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tion,  calculated,  if  it  could  have 
taken  effeCt  in  its  full  extent,  to¬ 
tally  to  change  the  face  of  affairs 
in  America,  and  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy,  if  not  immediate  con- 
clufion. 

Every  reader  is  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  figure  which  the 
American  General,  Arnold,  made, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
war.  In  peaceful  occupations  he 
was  not  lb  happy.  Retired  from 
the  army,  on  account  of  the  wound 
he  received  in  the  caufe  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  endeared  him  to 
that  whole  continent,  he  foon  loft 
the  affeCtions  of  his  countrymen, 
which  he  had  purchafed  at  fo  dear 
a  rate.  His  conduct  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Philadelphia,  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed  upon 
the  retreat  of  the  Britilfi  army,  was 
of  fuch  a  nature,  or  fo  reprefented 
by  his  enemies,  as  drew  upon  him, 
not  only  the  odium  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  city,  but  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  in  general.  He  was  charged 
with  opprellion,  extortion,  with 
exorbitant  and  enormous  charges 
upon  the  public  in  his  accounts, 
and  with  applying  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  and  property  to  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  ul'e.  Many  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  appear  in  the  publications  of 
the  time. 

He  appealed  from  the  judgment 
of  the  commiftioners  who  had  been  . 
appointed  to  infpedt  his  accounts 
(and  who  had  rejected  above  half 
the  amount  of  his  demands)  to  the 
Congrefs  *  and  they  appointed  a 
committee,  of  their  own  body,  to 
examine  and  fettle  the  bufinefs. 
The  committee  not  only  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  commilhoners, 
but  were  of  opinion,  that  they  had 
allowed  him  more  than  he  had  any 
right  to  expect  or  demand.  Mr. 


Arnold  Ihewed  himfelf  highly  ir¬ 
ritated  bv  this  determination  ;  and 
uttered  inveCtives  againft  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  not  lei's  violent  than  thofb 
that  he  had  before  thrown  out 
againft  the  commiftioners. 

He  was,  however,  foon  obliged 
to  abide  the  judgment  of  a  court- 
martial,  upon  the  various  charges 
of  malverfation  in  office,  exhibit¬ 
ed  againft  him  by  the  executive 
government  of  Philadelphia,  as 
well  on  the  grounds  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  as  on  fome  others.  This 
court  found  his  conduCt  (in  gene¬ 
ral  terms)  highly  reprehenfible, 
and  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  re¬ 
primanded  by  General  Wafhing- 
ton.  This  fentence  gave  no  fatis- 
faCtion  to  the  accufers;*  They  laid, 
that  the  confideration  of  General 
Arnold’s  former  fervices  had  ren¬ 
dered  his  judges  too  favourable. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  party  ac- 
cufed  attacked  them  as  giving  a 
general  cenfure,  becaufe  they 
were  refolved  to  find  him  guilty, 
and  yet  could  fix  on  nothing  fpe- 
cific.  - 

He  who  had  held  fo  large  a 
(hare  of  popularity,  could  not  but 
feverely  feel,  that  lofs  of  public 
opinion  and  private  efteem  which 
he  now  experienced.  He  was  not 
of  a  difpofition  to  be  filent  in  fuch 
circumftances.  He  complained 
loudly  ;  and  made  as  little  fcrupie 
of  charging  his  countrymen  in 
general  with  ingratitude,  as  their 
governors  of  injuftice. 

A  calm,  however,  on  all  fides, 
feemed  to  have  fucceeded  to  thelb 
violent  ftorms.  His  favour  with 
Gen.  Walhington  feems  to  have 
continued  ;  and  he  was  foon  after 
his  reprimand  taken  again  into 
actual  fervice  in  the  principal  ar¬ 
my,  in  a  fituation  of  confiderable 

[C]  3  rank 
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rank  and  truft.  In  the  temper  of  feemed  fully  to  counterbalance 
mind  defcribed,  and  in  that  fitua-  that  deficiency.  His  fidelity  and 


tion,  he  carried  on  a  negotiation 
with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the' 
pnrpofe  of  returning  to  his  alle¬ 
giance,  and  of  delivering  up  the 
poll;  and  part  of  the  army  which  he 
commanded  to  that  General.  How 
the  ice  was  firft  broken,  the  nego¬ 
tiation  conduced,  or  how  long  it 
had  been  in  agitation,  are  matters 
which  do  not  appear,  and  are  of 
little  confequence.  Its  failure  was 
marked  by  the  unhappy  fate  of 
Major  Andre,  adjutant-general  of 
the  ^Britilh  army  j  a  rifing  young 
officer  of  great  hope,  and  of  no 
common  merit. 

This  was  the  gentleman  em¬ 
ployed,  at  leaf;,  in  the  completion 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  concert 
with  Gen.  Arnold.  Objects  of 
vaft  importance,  will  neceffarily 
occafion  a  deviation  from  ail  gene¬ 
ral  rules,  if  not  from  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  addon.  That  now  in  view, 
was  the  molt  momentous  that 
could  well  be  offered.  It  held  out, 
along  with  the  conclufion  of  a 
doubtful  and  dangerous  war,  no 
lefs  than  the  final  fubjugation. 
Without  condition  or  treaty,  of  the 
revolted  American  Colonies.  It  is 
not  then  to  be  wondered  at,  tiiat 
the  near  apparent  grafp  of  fo  great 
a  prize,  fhould  banifh  all  leffer 
confiderations  ;  and  prove  fuch  a 
fpur  to  enterprize,  as  no  Tuque, 
danger,  or  poffible  confequences, 
could  be  capable  of  counterading. 
Andre,  who  by  his  open  bravery, 
high  ideas  of  candour,  and  dif- 
dain  of  duplicity,  was  not  lo  fit 
for  an  employment,  which  along 
with  great  mechanical  boldnefs,  re¬ 
quired  a  proportionable  degree  of 
diffimulation  and  circumlpetiion, 
yet  pofiefled  other  qualities,  which 


honour  were  fixed  and  unalterable  ; 
■and  ihefe  were,  qualities  not  much 
to  be  expected  in  thole,  who  in 
other  refpeds  might  feem  much 
fitter  for  the  purpofe.  Befides, 
his  place,  character,  and  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  he  was  known  fully  to  pof- 
fefs,  afforded  a  weight  to  his  ne¬ 
gotiation,  the  want  of  which  in 
meaner  agents  woujd  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  many  difficulties. 

The  failure  of  the  "French  fleet 
with  refpeti  to  the  attack  on  New 
York,  having  overthrown  all  the 
fchemes  of  atiive  operation  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans  for  rhe  prefent 
feafon,  Wafhington  ftationed  his 
army  (which  was  now  confiderably 
reduced  in  number  and  ftrength) 
in  the  ftrorig  holds  of  the  High¬ 
lands,  on  both  fides  of  the  North 
River,  for  the  winter  ;  where  its 
fituation,  befides  fecurity,  afford¬ 
ed  an  opportunity  of  watching  the 
motions  of  the  Britifh  forces,  and 
of  repreffing  the  incurfions  from 
New  York.  In  this  arrangement 
of  the  American  forces,  the  ftrong 
and  very  important  poft  of  Weft 
Point,  with  its  neighbouring  de¬ 
pendencies,  and  a  wing,  or  very 
confiderable  divifion  of  the  army, 
were  enrrufted  to  the  cuftody  and 
conduti  of  Major-General  Ar¬ 
nold. 

Wafhington’s  abfence  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  probably  deemed  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  the 
final  completion  of  a  negotiation, 
which  it  is  evident  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  hand.  The  Vulture 
floop  of  war  had  been  previoufly 
ftationed  in  the  North  River,  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  Arnold's  pofts, 
as,  without  exciting  gfufpicion, 

,  would 
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would,  however,  ferve  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  neceifary  communica¬ 
tion.  it  appears  like  wife  that  a 
written  correfpondence,  by  other 
means,  and  through  other  chan¬ 
nels,  had  been  carried  on,  between 
Arnold  and  Major  Andre,  at  New 
York,  under  the  borrowed  names 
of  Guflavus  and  Anderfon. 

The  outlines  of  the  project 
were,  that  Arnold  fhould  make^ 
i'uch  a  difpofition  of  the  wing  of 
the  army  under  his  command,  as 
would  enable  Sir  Henrj  Clinton 
completely  to  furprize  their  flrong 
pofts  and  batteries,  and  throw  the 
rroops  lb  entirely  into  his  hands, 
that  they  mult  inevitably  either 
lay  down  their  arms,  or  be  cut  to 
pieces  on  the  fpot.  Beiides  the 
immediate  poffeliion  of  thole  ftrong 
holds,  thus  cheaply  obtained,  and 
the  cutting  off  to  great  a  part  of 
the  enemy’s  belt  force,  without 
lots  or  difficulty,  the  confequences 
would  have  reached  much  farther ; 
for  the  remainder  of  W afhington’s 
armv,  would  then  have  been  laid 
open  in  fuch  a  manner,  to  the 
joint  exertion  of  the  Britilh  forces 
by  land  and  water,  that  nothing 
let's  than  daughter,  rout,  difper- 
hon,  and  final  ruin,  could  have 
been  the  refult  with  refpeft  to  the 
Americans.  Such  a  flroke  could 
not  have  been  recovered.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  lot's  of  the  artillery, 
magazines,  and  {lores,  luch  a  de- 
ftructicn  of  their  whole  difciplined 
force,  and  of  mod,  if  net  all  of 
their  bell  officers,  muff  have  been 
immediately  fatal. 

The  neceifary  arrangements  be¬ 
ing  made.  Major  Andre  was  land¬ 
ed  at  night  from  the 
Sept.  21.  war>  with0ut 

the  American  polls,  where  he 
found  Arnold  waiting  for  him 


on  the  ffiore.  The  latter  convey¬ 
ed  him  into  camp  \  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  with  him,  during  that 
night  and  the  following  day.  In 
that  time  it  was  very  unfortunate¬ 
ly  found  neceifary  to  change  the 
Britilh  uniform  of  his  regiment, 
which  he  had  hitherto  worn  under 
a  furtout  coat,  tor  fome  common 
drefs.  From  fome  alarm,  appre¬ 
hensions,  or  caufes,  which  do  not 
appear,  Arnold  could  not  fulfil 
his  promrfe  to  Andre,  of  fending 
him  back,  by  the  fame  way  that 
he  came,  in  order  to  get  on  board 
the  Vulture.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  conveyed  the  fecond  niglit, 
through  a  remote  part  of  the  camp, 
and  then  left  to  purfue  a  journey 
of  fome  length,  and  alone,  to 
New  York.  He  was,  however, 
furnifhed  with  a  horfe,  and  with 
paffports  from  Arnold  ;  and  oeing 
now  quite  clear  of  the  different 
guards  and  polls  of  the  camp,  all 
of  which  he  had  paffed  under  the 
name  of  Anderfon,  he  could  not 
but  think  himfelf  in  tolerable 
fafety. 

But  fortune  was  not  in  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  a  mood.  In  paffing 
through  a  place  called  I  arry 
Town,  on  the  following  day,  he 
was  flopt  by  three  young  volun¬ 
teers  or  militia  men,  who  do  not 
l'eern  to  have  been  upon  any  parti¬ 
cular  fervice  or  duty.  His  paff- 
port  feemed  at  tiril  to  produce  its 
intended  effebl;  and  alter  a  peril  faff 
they  fullered  him  to  proceed  with¬ 
out  farther  trouble.  But  he  had 
not  paffed  many  yards,  when  one 
of  them,  upon  a  little  recollec¬ 
tion,  was  fo  forcibly  flruck,  by 
the  imprellion  of  fome  particula¬ 
rity,  which  he  conceived  he  had 
perceived  in  the  ftranger’s  maimer 
or  countenance,  that  he  peremp- 

[c]  4  totily 
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torily  infilled  with  his  companions, 
upon  their  examining  him  more 
flridtly.  This  recolle&ion  was 
decifive  and  fatal.  Andre  was  not 
ufed  to,  nor  prepared  for  fuch 
encounters.  Or,  as  he  faid  him- 
felf  in  his  letter,  to  Wafifingtcn, 
s<  I  was  too  little  verfed  in  de- 
“  ceprion,  to  praClife  it  with  any 
iC  degree  or  hope  of  fuccefs.” 
He  offered  the  captors  a  confi- 
derable  purfe  of  gold,  and  a  very 
valuable  watch,  for  letting  him 
pafs  ;  and  it  would  appear  from 
the  American  accounts,  and  in¬ 
deed  feems  confirmed  by  the  very 
high  praifes  which  they  bellowed, 
upon  the  virtue  and  patriotifm,  as 
they  called  it,  of  three  fimple 
young  men,  in  the  humbleft  walks 
cf  life,  who  nobly  difdained,  be¬ 
sides  the  immediate  temptation, 
the  very  fafcinating  offers  of  per¬ 
manent  provifion,  and  even  of 
future  promotion,  which  were 
made  them,  *on  condition  of  their 
conveying  and  accompanjing  the 
major  to  New  Y ork. 

Upon  Andre’s  firft  examina¬ 
tion,  he  ftill  fupported  the  name 
and  fuppofed  character  of  Ander- 
fon,  a  real  or  imaginary  inha¬ 
bitant  of  New  York  ;  and  though 
the  papers  that  were  found  in  his 
boot,  fubjected  him  toinftant  exe¬ 
cution,  in  the  ufual  fummary  way 
p  radii  led  with  fpies,  yet  he  no¬ 
bly  chofe  to  encounter  that  im¬ 
mediate  danger,  and  ignominious 
fate,  rather  than  let  any  thing 
come  out  which  could  involve  Ar¬ 
nold,  until  he  had  time  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  fafety.  The  papers 
were  all  in  Arnold’s  hand-writing; 
and  contained  exadt  returns,  of 
the  Hate  of  the  forces,  ordnance, 
and  defences,  at  Well  Point,  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  artil- 
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lery  orders,  critical  remarks  on 
the  works,  an  ellimate  of  the 
number  of  men  that  were  ordi¬ 
narily  on  duty  to  man  them,  and 
a  copy  of  fome  very  interefting 
matters,  which  had  been  lately 
laid  before  a  council  of  war  by  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Several  drcumftances  attending 
this  tranfaclion  were  highly  for¬ 
tunate  to  Arnold.  Particularly 
the  delay  occafioned  by  its  hap¬ 
pening  at  a  di  (lance  from  the 
camp  ;  as  well  as  through  the  in- 
decifion,  which  fo  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  cafe,  that  feemed 
beyond  their  reach  and  authority, 
necelfarily  produced  in  thofe  in¬ 
ferior  officers  or  country  magif- 
trates,  by  whom  Andre  was  firft 
examined. 

General  Walhington  returned 
from  Connedlicut,  about  noon  on 
the  25  th  ;  Andre  having  been  then 
full  48  hours  in  cuftody,  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  tranfadlion 
having  yet  reached  the  camp.  At 
Arnold’s  quarters,  the  general  was 
informed  that  he  had  been  out  for 
lome  hours,  and  was  fuppofed  to 
be  gone  to  Weft  Point,  whither 
he  accordingly  went,  and  difco- 
vered  to  his  furprize  that  he  had 
not  been  there  that  day ;  this 
was,  however,  increafed  upon  his 
return,  when  he  found  that  he 
was  ftill  abfent  from  quarters. 
But  every  thing  now  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  cleared  up.  A 
packet  arrived,  with  an  account 
or  the  capture  of  John  Anderfon, 
and  enclofmg  the  papers  which 
were  found  upon  him  ;  accom¬ 
panied  likewife,  with  a  letter 
from  the  prifoner  himfelf  to  the 
general.  He  was  now  alfo  in¬ 
formed,  that  Arnold  had  received 
a  letter,  which  threw  him  into 
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feme  vifible  degree  of  agitation, 
juft  before  his  departure  from 
quarters  in  the  morning.  Wash¬ 
ington  immediately  i  (Tued  orders, 
to  prevent,  if  poflible,  his  efcape  ; 
but  it  was  then  too  late ;  for  Ar¬ 
nold,  upon  the  difeovery  of  his 
danger,  without  even  waiting  to 
fecure  or  deftroy  his  papers,  had 
abandoned  every  thing  ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  down  the  river,  under  the 
cover  of  a  flag,  was  then  fafe  on 
board  the  Vulture  fhip  of  war. 

The  vindication  of  his  honour, 
and  not  the  prefervation  of  his 
life,  was  the  great  object  with 
Andre,  in  his  letter  to  Wafhing- 
ton  ;  in  which  he  avowed  his  name 
and  character.  The  imputation 
of  treachery,  and  the  dread  of 
being  confidered  in  the  bafe  con¬ 
dition  of  a  l'py,  were  worfe  to 
him  than  death.  He  accordingly 
laboured  to  fhew,  that  he  did  not 
properly  come  within  that  defciip- 
tion  ;  that  he  had  held  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  a  perfon  under  the 
orders  of  his  general  ;  that  his  in¬ 
tentions  went  no  farther,  than  the 
meeting  of  that  perfon  on  neutral 
ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  intel¬ 
ligence  ;  but  that  he  was  circum¬ 
vented  or  betrayed,  within  the 
American  pofts  ;  and  that  being 
then  in  fact  a  prifoner,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  iiibmit  to  fuch  meafures 
as  were  concerted  for  his  efcape, 
by  quitting  his  uniform  ;  and  thus 
was  forced  into  the  condition  of  an 
enemy  in  difguife.  His  only  fo- 
licitation  was,  that  to  whatever 
rigour  policy  might  devote  him, 
a  decency  of  treatment  might  be 
obferved,  which  would  mark,  that 
though  unfortunate,  he  was  brand¬ 
ed  with  nothing  difhonourable, 
and  that  he  was  involuntarily  an 
impoftor. — In  a  word,  his  enemies 


acknowledged,  that  the  letter  was 
conceived,  in  terms  of  dignity 
without  infolence,  and  ot  apology 
without  meannefs. 

Wafnington  had  immediate  mea¬ 
fures  to  take,  in  order  to  protect 
his  camp  and  works  from  the  un¬ 
known,  but  poffille  conlequences 
of  General  Arnold’s  defertion  ; 
nor  could  he  be  entirely  free  from 
apprehenfion,  that  the  treachery 
had  lpread  farther  than  he  was  yet 
aware  of.  It  foon  appeared,  how- 
ever,  that  he  had  no  party  in  the 
army  to  fupport  his  deli gn  ;  and 
that  if  he  had  any  confidents  or 
affociates,  they  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  men  of  no  great  confe- 
quence.  But  though  the  1  defign 
was  defeated,  the  idea  was  alarm¬ 
ing  in  point  of  precedent  ;  and 
the  contagion  of  example  was  ftiil 
to  be  dreaded. 

Arnold  wrote  a  letter  to  Walh- 
ington,  from  on  board  the  Vul¬ 
ture,  on  the  very  day  of  his 
efcape.  In  this,  he  does  not  en¬ 
ter  much  into  any  defence  or  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  conduct,  but 
leems  to  reft  fatisfied  in  an  in¬ 
ternal  confcioufnefs  of  rectitude. 
He  declares,  that  the  love  of  his 
country,  which  had  been  the  ru¬ 
ling  principle  with  him  through 
the  whole  conteft,  had  operated 
equally  upon  him  in  his  prefent 
conduct,  however  inconfiftent  it 
might  appear  to  the  world,  who, 
(he  oblerves)  very  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man’s  actions. — But 
the  great  objeft  and  defign  of  his 
letter,  was  to  intereft  Waihington’s 
humanity  in  the  protection  r  of 
Mrs.  Arnold,  from  the  miftaken 
vengeance  of  his  country  ;  that, 
he  laid,  ought  to  fall  only  upon 
himfelf ;  for  (he  (he  exclaimed  in 
the  language  of  paftion)  “  is  as 
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good  and  as  innocent  as  an  angel, 
and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong.” 

On  the  fame  day.  Col.  Robin- 
fon,  who  was  likewife  on  board 
the  Vulture,  and  feems  fo  far  to 
have  accompanied  Andre  on  this 
enter  prize,  lent  a  letter  to  Waffi- 
ington,  reclaiming  him  on  the 
following  grounds,  viz.  That  he 
had  gone  under  the  protection  of 
a  flag,  upon  public  bufinefs  with 
Gem  Arnold,  and  at  his  parti¬ 
cular  requeft  ;  that  he  likewife 
had  his  licence  and  paffports  far 
returning  to  New  York  j  that 
every  ftep  he  had  taken,  and  even 
that  of  affuming  a  feigned  name, 
had  been  under  the  direction  of 
Arnold,  which  of  courfe  freed 
him  from  any  cenfure  in  the 
franlaction  ;  and  that,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  his  farther  deten¬ 
tion,  would  be  a  grofs  violation  of 
the  fanCtion  due  to  flags,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  eftablifhed  military 
cuftoms  and  ufages  of  all  nations. 

The  following  day  brought  a 
letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
reclaiming  Andre  upon  the  fame 
grounds,  of  a  flag,  paffports,  his 
own  permiilion,  and  Arnold’s  re¬ 
queft.  it  likewife  contained  an 
inclofure  from  Arnold,  to  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry,  dating  the  circumftances,  as 
he  wiflied  them  to  be  underftood  ; 
affuming  to  himfelf  the  whole 
guidance  and  direction  of  An¬ 
dre’s  conduct,  and  confequently, 
as  being  only  refponiible  for 
thofe  parts  of  it  that  appeared 
rnoft  unfavourable  in  his  prelent 
fituadon  ;  and  ftrongly  afferting 
his  own  right  at  that  time,  as 
acting  in  the  American  fervice, 
and  being  commanding  general  of 
Weft  Point  and  its  dependencies, 
to  lend  his  flag  of  truce  for  An¬ 
dre,  to  afford  him  protection  by 


his  paffports  and  otherwife,  and 
to  return  him,  by  fuch  way,  and 
in  fuch  manner,  as  fhould,  to 
himfelf,  appear  moft  convenient 
or  proper. 

In  the  mean  time,  Wafhington 
had  appointed  a  board  of  fourteen 
general  officers,  of  whom  were  the 
two  foreign  majors  general,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  the 
Baron  de  Steuben,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Laurence,  the  judge 
advocate  general,  to  examine  into, 
and  to  report,  a  precife  ftate  of 
Andre’s  cafe  ;  to  determine  what 
light  he  was  to  be  confidered  in, 
and  to  what  puniffiment  he  was 
liable. 


fiibterfuge  and  evafion,  and  only 
ftudying,  by  the  magnanimity 
which  he  fhould  now  difplay,  and 
the  intrepidity  with  which  he 
would  encounter  the  expected  fen- 
tence,  to  throw  fuch  a  luftre  over 
his  character,  as  might  prevent  the 
fmalleft  (hade  of  that  imputation 
which  he  fo  much  dreaded,  vo¬ 
luntarily  confeffed  more  than  he 
was  allied  j  and  fought  not  to  pal¬ 
liate  any  thing  that  related  to 
himfelf,  whilft  he  concealed  with 
the  moft  guarded  and  fcrupulous 
nicety,  whatever  might  involve 
others.  He  acknowledged — that 
the  boat  in  which  he  came  on 
fhore  carried  no  flag  ; — that  he 
wore  a  furtout  coat  over  his  regi¬ 
mentals  ; — that  although  it  was 
underftood  when  he  left  the  Vul¬ 
ture,  that  he  fhould  return  that 
night,  it  was  afterwards  doubted  ; 
but  that  he  was  promifed  to  be 
concealed  on  fhore,  in  a  place  of 
fafety,  until  the  following  night, 
when  he  was  to  return  by  the 
fame  way  that  he  came.  He  like¬ 
wife 
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wife  acknowledged  his  change  of 
drefs  in  the  camp  ;  with  all  or 
moll  of  the  other  circumftances 
which  we  have  aleady  hated  ;  as 
well,  as  that  Arnold’s  papers  were 
found  concealed  in  his  boot  ;  and 
that  a  letter  from  New  York, 
figned  John  Anderfon,  was  his 
own  hand  writing.  Being  inter- 
rogated  by  the  board  with  re- 
lpeCt  to  his  conception  of  coming 
on  (bore  under  the  fainStion  of  a 
flag,  he  with  a  noble  franknel's 
faid,  that  it  was  impoihble  for 
him  to  fuppofe  he  had  come  on 
(here  under  that  fan£tion  ;  adding, 
that  if  he  had,  he  certainly  might 
have  returned  under  it.< 

The  board  were  exceedingly 
flruck  with  his  candour  and  mag¬ 
nanimity  ;  and  fufficiently  (hewed 
how  much  they  felt  for  his  fitua- 
tion.  Befides  every  poffible  mark 
of  indulgence,  and  the  utmoft  at¬ 
tention  and  politenefs,  they  treated 
him  with  fo  fcrupulous  a  delicacy, 
as  to  defire  at  the  opening  of  the 
examination,  rhat  he  would  not 
anfwer  any  interrogatory  what¬ 
ever,  which  could  at  all  embar- 
rafs  his  own  feelings.  Andre, 
was  himfelf,  deeply  fenlible  of  the 
liberality  of  their  behaviour,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  this  laft  instance ;  and 
declared  to  a  gentleman,  (who  we’ll 
fuppofe  to  be  an  American  officer) 
that  he  flattered  himlelf  he  had 
never  been  illiberal  ;  but  that  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  pre¬ 
judice  in  his  mind,  his  prefent  ex¬ 
perience  rauft  obliterate  them. 

The  board  did  not  examine  a 
Angle  witnel’s  ;  but  founded  their 
report  merely  upon  his  own  con- 
feffion.  In  that,  after  a  recital 
of  a  few  of  the  principal  fadts, 
particularly  his  palling,  under  a 
ieigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 


habit,  their  works  at  Stoney,  and 
Verplanks  Points,  on  the  evening  ' 
of  the  2  2d,  they  then  declare, 
that  Major  Andre,  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral  to  the  Britilh  array,  ought  to 
be  coniidered  as  a  1  py  from  the 
enemy ;  and,  that  agreeable  to 
the  law  and  ulage  of  nations,  it 
is  their  opinion,  he  ought  to  fuller 
death. 

YVaffiington  wrote  a  Ihort  an¬ 
fwer  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the 
day  after  the  lentence,  in  which 
he  Hated,  that  although  Major 
Andre  had  been  taken  under  luch 
circumltances,  as  would  have  juf- 
tified  the  moll  fummary  proceed- 
ings  again!!  him,  he  had,  how¬ 
ever,  determined  to  refer  his 
cafe  to  the  examination  and  de- 
cifion  of  a  board  of  general  of¬ 
ficers,  whofe  report,  founded  on 
his  free  and  voluntary  confeffion 
and  letters,  was  enclofed.  That 
from  thefe  proceedings  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  Major  Andre  was  em¬ 
ployed'  in  the  execution  of  mea¬ 
sures  very  foreign  to  the  objects  of 
flags  of  truce,  and  luch  as  they' 
were  never  meant,  in  the  moll 
diftant  degree,  to  authorize  or 
countenance  ;  and  that  gentleman 
himlelf,  had  with  the  greatell 
candour  confefled,  it  was  impol- 
fible  for  him  to  fuppofe,  that  he 
came  on  Ihore  under  the  fanatic  a 
of  a  flag. 

This  drew  another  letter  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton ;  who,  under 
a  prefumption,  that  the  board  of 
general  officers  could  not  have 
been  rightly  informed  of  all  the 
circumftances  on  which  their  judg¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  founded,  pro- 
poled  to  fend  Lieut.  Gen.  Ro- 
bertfon,  the  governor  of  New 
York,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
as  well  to  give  his  excellency  a 
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frae  {late  of  fa£ts,  as  to  explain 
and  declare  to  him  his  own  fen  ti¬ 
mer!  ts  and  refolutions  upon  the 
fabjedt.  The  gentlemen  were  to 
be  at  Dobb’s  Ferry  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  to  wait  for  Gen. 
Walhington’s  permiffion  and  fate 
conduct.,  and  to  meet  himfelf,  or 
whoever  eife  he  Ihould  appoint, 
in  order  to  converfe  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  He  particularly  urged  it, 
as  a  matter  of  the  higheft  mo¬ 
ment  to  humanity,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  Ihould  fully  underhand  the 
whole  hate  of  the  bufinefs,  before 
he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  board  into  execution. 

Gen.  Greene,  the  prefident  of 
the  late  board,  was  appointed  to 
meet  Robertfon  ;  but  his  compa¬ 
nions,  Mr.  Elliot,  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the 
chief  juftice  of  the  province,  were 
not  permitted  to  come  on  {bore. 
Gen.  Robertfon  ufed  his  utmoft 
ingenuity  in  this  conference,  upon 
the  grounds  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  ieen,  to  Ihew,  that  Andre 
did  not  come  within  the  charader 
and  defcription  of  a  fpy  ;  dwel¬ 
ling  particularly  on  his  going 
alhore  under  the  fandion  of  a 
hag  ;  and  that  being  then  in  Ar¬ 
nold’s  power,  ana  in  effed  a  pri- 
loner,  he  was  not  accountable  for 
his  fubfequent  actions,  which  were 
all  compulfory. 

As  Greene  was  far  from  admit¬ 
ting  either  his  fads  or  conclufions, 
Mr.  Robertfon  wifhed,  that  in  an 
affair  lo  interesting  to  humanity, 
and  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
both  armies,  as  well  as  to  his 
friend,  who  was  fo  immediately 
concerned,  the  opinions  of  dil- 
interefted  gentlemen,  who  were 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  war  and  na¬ 


tions,  might  be  taken  on  the  fub- 
jed  j  and  he  propofed  Gen  Knyp- 
haufen,  and  the  French  General 
Rochambeau,  as  proper  perfons  to 
whom  the  bufinefs  might  be  re¬ 
ferred. 

Humanity  was  the  laft  firing 
touched  ;  but  on  which  more 
hope  feemed  to  be  refted  than  any 
other.  He  faid,  he  wifhed  an  in-v 
tercourfe  of  fuch  civilities  be¬ 
tween  the  contending  parties,  as 
might  leffen  the  horrors  of  war  $ 
quoted  inftances  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton’s  merciful  difpofition,  and 
faid  that  he  had  never  put  any 
perfon  to  death  for  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  war,  although  he  now 
had,  as  well  as  at  former  times 
many  labouring  under  that  pre¬ 
dicament  in  his  power.  He  held 
out,  that  Major  Andre  poflelfed 
a  great  {hare  of  the  general’s 
efteem ;  and  that  he  would  be 
infinitely  obliged  for  his  libera¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  offered,  if  the  for¬ 
mer  was  admitted  to  return  with 
him  to  New  York,  to  engage, 
that  any  perfon  whatever  who 
was  named,  Ihould  be  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  in  return.  He  obferved, 
that  under  the  prefent  circum- 
llances,  much  good  might  arife 
from  humanity,  and  much  evil 
from  the  want  of  it. 

Previous  to  this  meeting,  Ar¬ 
nold  had  written  d.  fecond  letter  to 
Gen.  Walhington  :  which  con¬ 
tained  a  declaration,  that  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  no  longer  as  act¬ 
ing  under  the  Congrefs  ;  and  that 
his  commilfion,  which  lay  among 
his  papers  at  Weft  Point,  might 
be  difpofed  of  as  he  thought 
proper.  In  this,  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
convince  that  commander,  of  the 
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fmcerity,  as  well  as  of  the  inva¬ 
riable  nature,  of  his  attachment  to 
to  the  true  interefts  of  his  country. 

Gem  Robertlon  prefented  now 
alfo,  a  long  letter  from  him, 
tending  to  the  exculpation  ol 
Major  Andre,  by  rendering  him- 
1'elf  the  author  of  every  part  of 
his  conduct  ;  and  particularly  in¬ 
filling,  on  his  coming  from  the 
Vulture,  under  a  flag  which  he 
had  lent  for  the  purpofe.  After 
a  long  ftatement  and  reprefenta- 
tion  of  circumltances,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  board  of  ge¬ 
nerals,  Ihould  notwithstanding  ad¬ 
here  to  their  former  opinion,  he 
Ihould  fuppofe  it  dictated  by  paf- 
fion  and  refentment  ;  and  if  that 
gentleman  Ihould  luffer  the  fe- 
verity  of  their  fentence,  he  Ihould 
think  himfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  their 
army  as  might  fail  within  his 
power,  fo  that  the  refpedt  due  to 
flags,  and  to  the  law  of  nations, 
might  be  better  underftood  and 
obl'erved. — He  alfo  obferved,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  had  juftly  for¬ 
feited  their  lives,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  only  fpared  through 
the  clemency  of  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton  ;  but  who  could  no  longer,  in 
juftice,  extend  his  mercy  to  them, 
if  Major  Andre  fuffered ;  an 
event,  which  would  probably 
open  a  fcene  of  bloodlhed,  at 
which  humanity  mull  revolt. — 
He  abjured  Walhington,  by  his 
own  honour,  and  for  that  ot  hu¬ 
manity,  as  well  as  from  his  love 
of  juftice,  not  to  fufter  an  unjuft 
fentence  to  touch  the  life  of  An¬ 
dre.  But  if  that  warning  Ihould 
be  disregarded,  and  Andre  not- 
wichftaijiding  fufter,  he  called  hea¬ 


ven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  that  he 
alone  would  be  juftly  anfwerable 
for  the  torrents  of  blood  that 
might  be  fpilt  in  conlequence. 

It  may  well  be  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  any  thing  at  that  time  could 
have  encreafed  the  danger  of  the 
unhappy  predicamenr  in  which 
A/idre  already  ftood  ;  and  Gen. 
Arnold’s  interpofition  mull  have 
been  well  intended  ;  but  letters 
from  him,  in  the  then  ftate  of 
things,  it  was  evident  could  be  of 
little  iervice. 

The  fucceeding  day  . 

was  to  clofe  the  tragedy. 

Andre  was  fuperior  to  the  terrors 
of  death ;  but  that  difgraceful 
mode  of  dying,  which  the  ufage 
of  war  had  annexed  to  his  un¬ 
happy  lituation,  was,  to  him,  in¬ 
finitely  dreadful.  He  equally 
wilhed  to  die  like  a  ioldier,  and 
that,  fo  far  as  it  was  poiiible, 
every  trace  and  memorial  ol  the 
caufe  which  led  to  his  fall  might 
be  erafed.  He  had  accordingly 
written  a  pathetic  letter,  fraught 
with  all  the  feelings  of  a  man  of 
femiment  and  honour,  to  Wafii- 
ington,  imploring  a  mitigation  in 
that  refpeft.  How  far  a  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  rigid  maxims  and 
ufages  of  war  might  upon  this 
occafion  with  propriety  have  been 
indulged,  is  a  queftion  that  in¬ 
volves  too  many  conliderations, 
for  us  to  enter  into.  But  as  it 
was  not  deemed  fitting  to  grant 
the  requeft,  it  was  thought  hu¬ 
mane  to  evade  giving  a  direct  an- 
l'wer.  He  encountered  his  fate 
with  a  compofure,  dignity  and 
fortitude,  which  equally  excited 
the  admiration,  and  melted  the 
hearts  of  all  the  fp  e  Tatars.. 

The  fymparhy  which  Andre  ex¬ 
cited  la  the  American  army,  is 
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perhaps  unexampled,  under  any 
fimilar  circumdances.  It  was  laid, 
that  the  whole  board  of  general 
officers  Ihed  tears,  at  the  time  of 
dt awing  up  and  figning  the  re¬ 
port  ;  and  that  even  Walhington’s 
eyes  were  not  dry,  upon  hearing 
the  circumdances  of  his  death. 
His  fird  requeft  to  that  com¬ 
mander,  of  being  treated  with 
the  diftinCtion  due  to  his  rank  and 
character,  without  regard  to  his 
then  apparent  condition,  was,  in 
every  indance,  excepting  only 
what  related  to  the  mere  manner 
of  dying,  mod  fully  complied 
with.  All  thofe  about  him,  or 
that  he  ever  faw,  treated  him  with 
the  mod  marked  attention,  witji 
the  greated  tendernefs,  and  the 
mod  icrupulous  delicacy.  The 
account  of  him  given  by  Col. 
Hamilton  aid  de  camp  to  Walh- 
ington,  feems  rather  the  elegant 
eulogium  of  a  warm  friend,  than 
the  narrative  of  an  tenemy,  de¬ 
fending  the  confequences  of  an 
attempt  which  he  could  not  but 
abhor,  and  which  in  its  fuccefs, 
would  have  gone  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  himfelf,  his  party,  and 
friends. 

This  facrifice,  which,  in  their 
filiation,  it  is  probable  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  concluded  this  unfortunate 
tranfaCtion.  Washington  tranf- 
mitted  Mrs.  Arnold  to  her  hut- 
band  at  New  York  ;  who  found 
himfelt  obliged  to  acknowledge 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  kindnefs  which  Ihe  had 
received  from  that  commander,  as 
w  ell  as  the  obligations  die  was  un¬ 
der  to  the  gentlemen  of  his  fa¬ 
mily.  He  iikewife  fent  him  his 
cloaths  and  baggage,  which  Ar¬ 
nold  had  written  for.  But  with 


refpeCt  to  all  other  matters,  his 
letters  were  pa  (fed  over  without 
the  {’mailed  notice. 

The  failure  of  Arnold’s  grand 
project,  the  unhappy  event  of 
which  it  was  productive,  (and 
which  deeply  affeCted  the  whole 
Britii'h  army)  with  the  other  pe¬ 
culiar  circum dances  in  which  he 
was  involved,  feemed  to  render  it 
indifpenfabiy  neceifary,  that  he 
fhould  either  perform  fuch  fignal 
fervice,  as  would  ferve  to  fpread 
a  ludre  upon  his  prefent  fituation, 
or  at  lead  take  fuch  irreconcile- 
able  mealures  with  refpeCt  to  his 
old  friends,  as  lliould  convince 
his  new,  that  he  left  no  room 
open  tor  a  future  retreat.  He 
was  made  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  Britilh  army  in  America  ;  and 
it  was  hoped,  that  with  the  aid  of 
the  Loyalifts,  and  the  di {contented 
of  all  torts,  under  the  allurements 
of  Britifh  pay  and  promotion,  he 
could  raife  a  confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  aCt  under  his  own  fe- 
parate  command.  If  this  could 
be  compaffed,  he  might  again  ap¬ 
pear  with  eclat  in  the  field,  juf- 
tify  his  defection  by  fuccefs,  and 
by  fplendid  action,  difpel  the 
clouds  which  hung  upon  his  cha¬ 
racter. 

* 

His  fird  public  meafure,  was 
the  iiiuing  an  addrefs  directed  to 
the  inhabitants  of  America. — In 
this  piece,  he  takes  a  review  of 
his  own  former  conduct,  ailigns 
the  motives  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  then  judifies  his 
prelent,  by  declaring  thofe  which 
had  induced  him  to  join  the  king’s 
arms.  He  had  fird  encountered 
the  dangers  of  the  field,  upon  a 
conception,  that  the  rights  of  his 
country  were  in  danger,  and  that 
duty  and  honour  called  him  to 

her 
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her  defence.  A  redrefs  of  grie¬ 
vances  was  his  only  object.  He 
however  acquiefced  in  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  independence,  although 
he  thought  it  precipitate.  But 
the  many  plaufible  reafons  which 
were  urged  to  juftify  that  mea- 
fure  could  no  longer  ex  ill,  when 
Great  Britain,  with  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em¬ 
brace  them  as  children,  and  to  . 
grant  the  wilhed  for  redrels. 
From  the  refufal  of  thofe  pro- 
pofals,  and  the  pretended  French 
alliance,  v/hich  was  made  the 
ground  of  that  refufal,  all  his 
ideas  and  opinions,  with  refpedt 
to  the  juflice  and  policy  of  the 
war,  were  totally  changed  ;  and 
he  from  thence  became  a  confirmed 
loyal  ill. 

He  throws  a  .vad  weight  of 
cenfure  upon  the  Congrels,  their 
leaders  at  large,  and  that  clafs  of 
undefined  men,  who  are  laid  to 
be  criminally  protradling  the  war, 
from  finilter  views,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  public  intereil.  He 
talks  of  the  thoufands,  who  are 
buffering  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
ufurpers  in  the  revolted  provinces. 
He  repeats  many  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  ufed  by 
the  late  commiffioners  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  by  the  writer.*  at  that 
time  on  the  Britifh  fide,  to  fhew 
the  impolicy,  tyranny,  and  in- 
juftice,  which,  along  with  a  fove- 
rei0n  contempt  of  tne  people,  had 
operated  on  the  ruling  powers,  in 
ftudioufly  neglecting  to  take  their 
collective  fentiments  on  the  Britifh 
propofals  of  peace  ;  and  like  wife 
to  thew,  that  the  treaty  with 
France  was  not  then  by  any  means 
binding.  He  equally  attacks 
France,  and  condemns  the  alli¬ 
ance  ;  laments  that  the  great  in- 


terefts  of  that  country  were  dan- 
geroufiy  facrificed,  to  the  partial 
views  of  a  proud,  ancient,  and 
crafty  foe  ;  calls  her  offer  infi- 
dious  ;  regards  her  as  too  feeble 
to  ellablilh  their  independency  ; 
charges  her  with  being  the  enemy 
of  the  proteftant  faith  ;  and  with 
fraudulently  avowing  an  affeCtioa 
for  the  liberties  of  mankind,  while 
fie  holds  her  native  Ions  in  vaffa- 
lage  and  fiavery. 

He  feems  to  think  that  a  great 
multitude,  if  not  the  body  of  the 
people,  hold  the  fame  fentiments 
with  refpect  to  public  affairs, 
which  he  had  himfelf  now  avowed  ; 
and  to  account  for  his  having  fo 
long  a£ted  directly  contrary  to  this 
avowal,  he  openly  acknowledges, 
that  in  thof$  principles,  he  had 
only  retained  his  arms  and  com¬ 
mand  for  fitch  an  opportunity  as 
he  thought  fitting  for  furrendering 
them  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  that, 
(according  to  his  own  explanation) 
“  in  concerting  the  meafures  for 
“  a  purpofe,  in  his  opinion,  as 
“  grateful  as  it  would  have  been 
“  beneficial  for  his  country,  he 
“  was  only  folicitous  to  accom- 
€C  plifh  an  event* of  decifive  im- 
“  portance,  and  to  prevent,  as 
“  much  as  poliible,  in  the  exe- 
“  cation  of  it,  the  effufion  of 
i(  blood.” 

This  was  followed  in  about  a 
fortnight,  by  a  proclamation,  in- 
fcribed  to  the  officers  and  Jolaiers  of 
toe  continental  army ,  who  have  the 
real  interejis  oj  their  country  at  heart , 
and  nvho  are  determineu  to  be  no 
longer  the  tools  and  dupes  oj  Congrejs, 
or  of  France. 

Under  a  perfuafion,  that  the 
principles  he  had  fo  lately  avowed, 
animated  the  greatetl  part  of  the 
continent,  he  rejoiced  in  the  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  he  now  had,  of  inviting 
thofe  whom  he  addreffed,  to  join 
his  majefty’s  arms.  Be  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  raife  a  corps  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry,  who  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  pay,  cloathing,  and  fub- 
fiftance,  were  to  be  upon  the  lame 
footing,  with  the  other  troops  in 
the  British  fervice.  As  an  al¬ 
lurement  to  the  private  men,  they 
were  to  receive  a  bounty  of  three 
guineas  each,  befides  payment,  at 
the  full  value,  for  horfes,  arms, 
and  accoutrements ;  and  as  he 
had  the  appointment  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,  he  fhould  with  infinite  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  advancing  men  whofe  valour  he 
had  witnefled.-  It  was,  however, 
expeCted,  that  they  fhould  either 
bring  in  or  recruit  in  a  reafonable 
time,  a  certain  number  of  men  in 
proportion  to  their  rank. 

Great  as  thefe  encouragements, 
he  faid,  mu  ft  appear,  to  thofe  who 
had  fuffered  every  diftrefs,  of  want 
of  pay,  hunger,  and  nakednefs, 
from  the  negleCt,  contempt,  and 
corruption  of  Congrefs,  they  were 
nothing  to  the  motives  which,  he 
expected,  would  influence  their 
brave  and  generous  minds.  He 
wilhed  to  lead  a  chofen  band  of 
Americans,  to  the  attainment  of 
peace,  liberty  and  lafety,  and 
with  them  to  lhare  in  the  glory  of 
refcuing  their  native  country  from 
the  grafping  hand  of  France,  as 
well  as  from  the  ambitious  and 
interefted  views  of  a  delperate 
party  among  themfelves,  who  had 
already  brought  the  colonies  to  the 
very  brink  of  deftruCtion.  Could 
they  now  want  evidence,  that  the 
funds  of  their  country  were  either 
exhaufted,  or  that  the  managers 
had  applied  them  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  ufes  ?  And,  in  either  cafe. 


could  they  any  longer  continue  til 
their  fervice  with  honour  or  ad¬ 
vantage  ?  The  tyranny  of  their 
rulers,  had  robbed  them  of  their 
property,  imprifoned  their  per- 
fons,  drags  them  to  the  field  of 
battle,  and  is  daily  deluging  their 
country  with  their  blood. 

He  afked,  what  America  was 
now,  but  a  land  of  widows,  or¬ 
phans,  and  beggars  ?  Even  their 
laft  ftake,  religion,  he  reprelented 
to  be  in  l'uch  danger,  as  to  have 
no  other  fecurity,  than  what  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  exertions  of  the 
parent  country  for  their  delive¬ 
rance.  In  proof,  or  illuftration  of 
this,  he  aflerted  a  fa£t  upon  his 
own  knowledge;  viz.  That  he 
had  lately  feen  their  mean  and 
profligate  Congrefs  at  mafs,  tor 
the  foul  of  a  Roman  Catholic  in 
purgatory,  and  participating  in 
the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
whofe  anti-chriftian  corruptions, 
their  pious  anceftors  would  have 
witnefled  with  their  blood. 

On  this  the  writers  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  papers  remarked,  that  no 
other  man  in  America,  had  ever 
paid  fo  marked  an  attention  to,  or 
ever  entered  into  fuch  clofe  habits 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  French  agents,  con¬ 
suls,  ai*d  refidents  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  as  he  had  uniformly  done. 
That  his  fine  houfe  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  was  not  only  at  all  times  de¬ 
voted  to  their  fervice,  but  that  he 
had  maintained  Monf.  Gerard, 
with  his  whole  family  and  luite, 
for  feveral  weeks  in  it,  in  the  moft 
Sumptuous  manner,  until  the  Con¬ 
grefs  were  able  to  provide  one 
proper  for  his  reception.  And 
that  his  conftant  magnificence  and 
expence,  in  concerts,  balls  and 
entertainments,  for  the  Gallican 
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Grangers,  were  in  a  ftile  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  thing  of  the  fort 
before  known  in  that  part  of  the 
world  ;  fo  that  the  French  them- 
1  elves  conhdered  him,  as  one  of 
the  warmed  frfends  to  their  coun¬ 
try  on  the  whole  continent.  How 
far  this  is  true,  we  are  totally 
unable  to  determine.  According 
to  our  cudom,  we  fairly  (bate  the 
reprefentations  on  both  (ides  ;  and 
laying  fads  together,  we  do  our 
bed  to  enable  the  reader,  to  judge 
of  the  true  condition  of  America, 
and  the  value  of  our  expectations 
from  the  date  of  parties  there. 

The  only  public  notice  taken 
of  Arnold’s  defection,  on  the  fide 
of  America,  was  a  proclamation 
ilfued  by  the  executive  power  of 
the  date  in  Penlhlvania,  wherein 
his  name  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
a  lid  of  ten  fuppofed  traitors,  and 
of  whom  five  were  no  higher  than 
the  rank  of  yeomen  ;  who  were  all 
fummoned  to  (arrender  by  a  given 
day,  in  order  to  abide  trial  for  the 
trealons  wherewith  they  were 
charged  ;  or,  in  cafe  of  failure, 
to  be  fubjected  to  all  the  pains 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  of  high 
treafon. 

However  difappointed  by  the 
failure  of  Gen.  Arnold's  original 
defign,  and  of  his  fubfequent  pro¬ 
clamations,  hopes  were  dill  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  diffentions  and 
didreffes  which  prevailed  in  the 
revolted  provinces  ;  and  which 
thefe  proclamations  appear  by  no 
means  to  have  exaggerated.  The 
depreciation  of  their  paper  cur¬ 
rency  was  arrived  at  its  ultimate 
pitch,  and  it  produced  all  its  na¬ 
tural  confequences.  Some  of  the 
earlier  emilfions  of  that  currency, 
fell  infinitely  below  their  nominal 
value  ;  that  is,  one  hundred  diver 
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dollars,  produced  as  much  value 
at  market,  as  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand  paper  ones.  And  even  the 
later  emilfions,  or  thofe  which 
were  mod  valued,  had  fallen  at 
the  rate  of  forty  to  one.  At  the 
fame  time,  that  the  circumdancea 
of  the  war,  had  railed  the  price  of 
all  foreign  commodities,  and  of 
many  of  the  mod  elfential  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  the  mod  enormous  pitch. 
Without  fuppofing  very  much  of 
mal-admmiftration,  we  mud  fup- 
pofe  luch  a  depreciation  the  ine¬ 
vitable  confequence  of  vad  paper 
emilfions,  without  an  adequate 
money  fund  to  give  them  drength, 
and  currency. 

This  particularly  affe&ed,  and 
was  indeed  exceedingly  ruinous  to 
the  American  officers  ;  for  al¬ 
though  the  foldiers  were  ill  clad, 
and  otherwife  greatly  didreded, 
they  were,  however,  on  the  whole, 
well  fupplied  with  provifions.  But 
many,  if  not  mod  of  the  officers, 
had  been  under  a  necellity  of 
mortgaging  their  fmall  edates,  to 
the  utmod  which  they  could  raife 
upon  them,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
enormous  expences  of  the  fervice. 
Thefe  grievances  they  had  long 
and  repeatedly  remondrated  upon, 
both  to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
governments  of  their  refpe£tive 
dates ;  nor  were  the  complaints 
confined  to  fubalterns,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  equally  from  the  field  and 
general  officers.  After  long  wait¬ 
ing*  with  mod  aftonifhing  pa¬ 
tience,  the  idue  of  hopes  and  pro- 
miles  which  were  never  realized, 
it  was  at  length  fo  much  exhauded, 
and  their  wants  became  fo  urgent, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  officers 
were  upon  the  point  of  throwing 
up  their  commlfions,  and  faid 
they  mud  prderve  themfelves  from 
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utter  ruin,  by  returning  to  the  army.  And  yet,  the  matter  or 
care  and  management  of  their  fadt  is,  that  the  example  of  a 
eftates  and  private  affairs.  That  man  of  the  higheft  military ^fame 
they  had  hitherto  freely  fpent  among  them,  fo  far  from  neing 
their  blood,  and  dedicated  their  the  means  of  bringing  over,  even 
lives,  to  the  defence  of  their  any  fmall  body  or  detachment  of 
country  -,  but  that  it  would  be  troops,  does  not  feem  to  be  fairly 
mofl  unreafonable  to  expedl,  that  chargeable  with  the  defertion  of  a 
they  alone,  of  all  the  members  hngle  foldier,  much  lets  ol  an  of- 
of  the  community,  fhould  be  like-  ficer.  It  may  not  be  eafy  to  trace 
wife  defined  to  the  facrifice  of  many  inftances  in  hiflory,  of  an 
their  whole  private  fortunes  for  ill  paid,  and  every  relpeft  ill 
its  fervice.  provided  army,  however  veteran 

It  may  then  be  well  confidered  in  fervice,  and  elated  by  former 
as  a  fmgular  circumftance,  in  this  luccefs,  and  however  knit  toge- 
ltate  of  great  difcontent,  and  of  ther  by  many  oands  of  union  here 
no  lefs  real  grievance,  that  fuch  wanting,  which  could  have  been 
vaft  offers  held  out  to  them,  fhould  proof  to  fuch  a  trial  and  tempta- 
not  have  produced  lome  very  con-  tion. 
fiderable  effect  in  the  American 

4  ' 

C  II  A  P,  IV. 

War  in  South  Carolina .  State  of  affairs  after  the  battle  of  Camden . 

Lnadion  caufed  by  the  fickly  feafon.  Sequefi  ration  of  e fates.  Col.fer - 
gufon  defeated  and  killed  on  the  King's  Mountain .  Gen.  Sumpter  routed 
by  Col .  Tar  let  on.  Brig.  Gen.  Lefie  feat  on  an  expedition  from  Neiu- 
Tork  to  the  Chef  apeak.  Proceeds  to  Charles  Town,  and  joins  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis.  Gen.  Greene  arrives  in  North  Carolina ,  and  takes  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Southern  American  army.  Colonel  Tar  let  on  difpatched  to 
cfrpofe  General  Morgan ,  who  advances  on  the  fide  of  Ninety-fix * 
Tarleton  defeated  with  great  lofs.  Unfortunate  confequences  of  the  de¬ 
ft  rud  ion  of.  the  light  troops  under  Fergufm  and  Tarleton.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads .  Leaves  Lord  Raw- 

don  with  a  confiderable  force  at  Camden,  to  refrain  the  commotions 
i/i  South  Carolina.  Vigorous,  but  ineffectual  purfuit  of  Morgan. 
Defrudion  of  the  baggage  in  the  Britifh  army.  Admirable  temper  of  the 
troops.  Mafferly  movements  by  Lord  Cornwallis  for  paffing  the  Ca¬ 
tawba.  General  Williamfon  killed ,  and  his  party  routed .  Militia, 

furprifed  and  routed  by  Tarleton.  Rapid  purfuit  of  Morgan ,  who 
notwithfanding  paffes  the  Tadkin,  and  fecures  the  boats  on  the  other  fide. 
Britifh  army  march  to  Salifluryy,  from  whence  Lord  Cornwallis  pro - 
ceeds  with  the  utmfi  expedition  to  feize  the  fords  on  the  river  Dan,  and 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia.  Succeeds  in  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  army.  Their  efcape,  by  unexpededly 
paffing  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  and  hardjhips  of  the 
Britifh  army .  Proceeds  to  Hilljhomigh,  Expedition  from  Charles- 
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Town  to  Cape  Fear  River .  Wilmington  taken,  and  made  a  place  of 
arms  and  Jupply.  Gen.  Greene ,  being  reinforced ,  returns  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  and  the  Britijb  anny  marches  to  Allemance  Creek.  Skirrnijb  be¬ 
tween  '1  arleton  $  corps,  and  Lee's  Legion.  Greene  falls  back  to  the 
Reedy  I'crk.  Strange  deject  cj  intelligence,  experienced  by  the  Britijb 
general  in  North  Carolina.  American  army  being  jarther  reinjorced , 
Gen.  Greene  again  advances.  Movements  on  both  jides,  preparatory  to 
the  battle  of  Guildjord.  Account  oj  that  jevere  and  well- fought  ac¬ 
tion.  Britijb  officers  killed  and  'wounded.  Col.  Webffer  dies  of  bis 
•wounds.  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  H  orks  on  Troublejome  Creek . 
Lord  Cornwallis  obliged  to  march  to  the  Deep  River ,  through  the  want 
of  pro  vijions  and  jorage.  Necejfities  and  dijlrejjes  of  the  army ,  oblige 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  proceed  to  Wilmington  jor  Jupplies.  Unujual  conj se¬ 
quences  oj  vidory. 


DURING  thefe  tran factions 
on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
the  excefiive  heats,  and  great  un¬ 
heal  thinefs  of  the  feafon  in  South 
Carolina,  had  laid  a^  unfuperable 
reftraint  upon  the  arms  and  acti¬ 
vity  ot  Lord  Cornwallis,  for  no 
fmall  time  after  the  battle  of  Cam¬ 
den.  In  the  mean  time  he  ilfued 

Sept.  ,6th.  a  Pt°d?mati?n  {o'  fe- 
So  queitrating  the  elrates 

of  thofe  perfons  within 
the  province,  who  were  either  ac¬ 
tually  in  arms  with  the  enemy, 
who  had  abandoned  their  planta¬ 
tions  with  a  view  of  joining  or 
lupporting  them,  or  who,  by  an 
open  avowal  of  rebellious  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  other  criminal  aCts, 
lhould  manifeft  a  defperate  perfe- 
verance  in  oppofing  the  re-eftab- 
lilhment  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment.  To  give  effeCt  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  appointed  a  commilhoner 
to  take  poffeffion  cf  fuch  eftates 
and  property,  the  annual  produCt 
of  which,  excepting  the  part  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
families  of  thofe  defaulters  and 
abfentces,  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
public  fervice,  in  contributing  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war. 
During  this  fickly  feafon,  by 


which  the  army,  notwithftanding 
its  ceffktion  from  toil,  was  much 
affeCted,  Lord  Cornwallis  had  dif- 
patched  Col.  Fergufon,  with  his 
own  corps  of  light  infantry,  and 
a  body  of  militia,  likewife  of  his 
training,  which  was  attached  fa¬ 
it,  to  make  incurfions  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  North  Carolina.  If  no 
great  matter  was  expeCted  from 
this  expedition,  yet,  as  he  was 
neither  incumbered  with  baggage 
or  artillery,  and  that  his  troops 
were  particularly  diftinguilhed  by 
their  activity  and  alertnefs;  as  lit¬ 
tle  danger  feemed  to  be  hazarded 
in  the  experiment  with  a  broken 
and  difpirited  enemy;  and  misfor¬ 
tune  was  farther  guarded  againft 
by  the  inftruCtions  given  to  the 
commander,  immediately  to  re¬ 
turn  upon  the  apprehenlion  of  any 
fuperior  force ;  though  in  faCt, 
none  fuch  was  reafonably  to  be  ex¬ 
pected.  There  were  leveral  fuf- 
ticient  motives  for  this  expedition. 
For  befides,  that  the  nature  of 
that  fort  of  troops,  requires  their 
being  kept  in  almoft  continual 
motion  and  aCtion,  it  feemed  ne- 
ceffary  to  keep  the  war  alive  in 
fome  degree  upon  the  frontier  ;  as 
well  to  check  the  confidence  of  the 
[D]  2  enemy. 
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enemy,  as  to  prevent  the  fpirits 
of  the  loy  al  ills  in  that  province 
(where  there  were  many  more  of 
the  defcription  than  in  any  other) 
from  finking  under  the  unavoid¬ 
able  delay  and  (low  movement  of 
the  army. 

Fergufon  was  tempted  to  flay 
longer  in  the  mountainous  country 
which  partly  borders  on,  and  part¬ 
ly  forms  a  part  of,  Tryon  county  in 
North  Carolina,  than  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary,  under  the  hope  of 
cutting  off  a  Col.  Clarke,  who  was 
returning  with  his  detachment 
from  an  expedition  into  Georgia ; 
and  was  the  more  encouraged  in 
this  delay,  from  his  not  having  an 
idea,  that  there  was  any  force  in 
the  country  at  all  able  to  look  him 
in  the  face.  A  numerous,  fierce 
and  unexpected  enemy,  however, 
fuddenly  fprung  up  in  the  depth 
of  the  defarts.  The  fcattered  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  mountains  af- 
fembled  without  noifeor  warni 
under  the  conduit  of  fix  or  feven 
of  their  militia  colonels,  to  the 
number  of  1600,  daring,  well 
mounted,  and  excellent  horfemen. 

Col.  Fergufon  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  Lord  Cornwal¬ 
lis  for  his  return,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  pafs  the  Catawba  for  that 
purpofe.  But  difcovering  as  he 
crolfed  the  King’s  mountain,  that 
he  was  eagerly  purified  by  a  thick 
cloud  of  cavalry,  he  took  the  bell 
pofition  for  receiving  them  which 
time  and  the  place  would  admit 
of ;  and  which  happened  to  be  by 
no  means  a  bad  one.  But  his  men 
being  neither  covered  by  horfe  nor 
artillery,  and  being  like  wife  dil- 
mayed,  and  altonilhed,  at  finding 
ihettifeives  fo  unexpectedly  fur- 
rounded  and  attacked  on  every 
fide  by  this  cavalry*  were  not  at 
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all  capable  of  withftanding  the 
impetuofity  of  their  charge.  A 
total  rout  enfued.  1  he  colonel, 
with  150  of  his  men  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot  ;  about  the  fame 
number  were  wounded  ;  and  the 
pri  loners,  including  the  latter, 
exceeded  800.  The  Americans 
fay  they  took  1 500  ftand  of  arms  ; 
and  date  Fergufon’ s  force  at  1400 
men. 

The  fall  of  this  officer,  who 
pofieifed  very  diftinguiflbed  talents 
as  a  partizan,  and  in  the  conduct 
of  irregular  warfare,  was  inde¬ 
pendently  even  of  his  detachment, 
no  {mall  lofs  to  the  fervice.  He 
was  perhaps  the  bed  markfman 
living  ;  and  probably  brought  the 
art  of  rifle  Ihooting  to  its  higheft 
point  of  perfection.  He  even  in¬ 
vented  a  gun  of  that  kind  upon  a 
new  condruction,  which  was  faid 
to  have  far  exceeded  in  facility  and 
execution  any  thing  of  the  (ort 
before  known  ;  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  greatly  outdone  even  the 
American  Indians,  in  the  adroit- 
nefs  and  quicknels  of  firing  and 
loading,  and  in  the  certainty  of 
hitting  the  mark,  lying  upon  the 
back,  or  belly,  and  every  other 
podible  pofition  of  the  body.  It 
is  not  certain,  that  thele  improve¬ 
ments  produced  all  the  effeCt  in 
real  ferfice,  which  had  been  ex¬ 
pected,  from  thole  aftonilhing  fpe- 
cimens  of  them  that  were  display¬ 
ed  in  England.  Humanity  can¬ 
not,  however,  but  wiih  that  this 
barbarous  mode  of  hodilitv,  was 
by  imiverfal  confent,  banifhed 
from  the  warfare  of  all  nations. 
It  has  been  reported,  that  Gen. 
Wafhington  owed  his  life  at  the 
battle  of  Germantown  to  this  gen¬ 
tleman’s  total  ignorance  of  his 
perlon  ;  as  he  had  him  ififficiently 

within 
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within  reach  and  view  during  that 
action  for  the  purpofe. 

This  was  the  hr  It  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune  wJiich  Earl  Cornwallis  had 
experienced  in  his  rjiiiitary  career  ; 
but  lhe  feemed  now  to  take  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  delay  ;  for  the  ftate 
of  his  force,  and  the  nature  of 
the  war  confidered,  few  things 
could  have  been  more  peculiarly 
unlucky  in  the  prelent  juncture. 
It  was,  however,  in  fome  degree 
apparently  recompenced,  by  the 
fevere  blow  which  Sumpter,  not 
long  after,  received  from  Col. 
Tarleton. 

Gen.  Sumpter  having  raifed 
about  a  thou  land  men,  advanced 
towards  Ninety-Six,  with  a  view 
of  attacking  fome  of  the  polls  in 
that  neighbourhood,  if  not  the 
place  i tie] F.  Tarleton  was  then 
at  fuch  a  dillance,  as  afforded  no 
room  for  apprehenfion  of  him, 
until,  at  leail,  fome  confuderable 
part  of  the  bufmefs  was  effected  $ 
but  his  motions  were  fo  fudden  and 
unexpected,  and  he  palled  the 
Wateree,  and  the  Broad  River 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  had 
nearly  l'urprized  his  too  fecure 
enemy  on  the  South  banks  of  the 
Ennoree,  before  he  had  the  Imalieft 
apprehenfion  of  his  danger.  This 
being,  however,  prevented,  by 
the  iucky  information  of  a  de- 
lerter,  Sumpter  had  barely  time 
to  pafs  that  river  with  the  utmoll 
precipitation  \  but  could  not  lave 
his  rear-guard  from  being  cut  to 
pieces. 

He  continued  his  flight  to  the 
River  Tyger,  and  was  purfued  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  of  his 
legion,  and  the  63d  regiment 
mounted  on  horfeback,  with 'the 
utmoll  rapidity  }  the  infantry  of 
the  legion,  with  the  artillery. 


confilfing  of  a  Angle  three  pounder, 
being  feveral  miles  behind.  Sump¬ 
ter  perceiving  the  danger  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  crofs  the  Tyger,  with 
an  enemy,  flulhed  with  fuccels, 
dole  upon  his  rear,  and  having 
alfo  received  intelligence  that 
Tarleton  had  come  forward  with¬ 
out  his  infantry,  he  took  a  llrong 
pofition  at  a  place  called  Black- 
Stocks,  a  littte  fhort  of  the  river, 
and  confiding  in  his  own  fupe- 
riority  of  number,  determined  to 
Hand  his  attack.  This  Tarleton 
did  not  then  intend  ;  for  he  only 
wanted  to  interrupt  the  flight  of 
the  fnemy,  and  keep  them  in 
play,  until  he  was  joined  by  the 
rear  ;  but  the  eager  coming  up  of 
the  63d,  and  their  being  inllantly 
attacked  as  they  threw  themfelves 
from  their  horfes,  obliged  him, 
at  no  fmall  hazard,  to  put  all  at 
the  iffue,  and  to  fall  on  direCtly 
with  his  cavalry.  Notwithlland- 
ing  the  cover  of  fome  log  houfes, 
and  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
place,  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
their  llrong  poll,  and  forced  to 
pafs  the  river  in  the  utmoll  dif* 
order. 

The  Americans  loll  about  12a 
men,  killed,  wounded,  or  taken. 
Three  of  their  colonels  were 
among  the  (lain.  and  Sumpter 
himfelf  was  dangeroufly  wound¬ 
ed.  They  were  certainly  fortu¬ 
nate  in  bringing  on  the  action 
before  the  arrival  of  the  rear,  as 
the  whole  party  mull  otherwil'e 
have  been  inevitably  cut  off.  Of 
the  Britilh  troops  above  fifty  were 
killed  or  wounded ;  among  the 
former  were  fome  promifing  and 
gallant  young  officers.  Tarleton 
purfued  the  blow,  as  foon  as  he 
had  provided  for  the  wounded  ; 
and  crofling  the  river,  did  not 
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quit  the  purfuit  until  he  had  entirely 
difperfed  Sumpter’s  corps. 

It  has  perhaps  produced  no  (mall 
effect  on  the  fortune  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  that  every  confiderable 
fuccefs  obtained  in  its  progrefs, 
has  been  eagerly  confidered  at 
home  as  decifive  and  final,  at  leaft 
with  refped  to  that  quarter  or  part 
of  the  continent  where  the  ad¬ 
vantage  was  gained,  if  not  to  the 
whole.  Nor  has  repeated  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  mifchief  of  fuch 
confidence,  been  able  to  prevent 
its  revival  when  any  new  occafion 
was  offered. 

The  vidory  at  Camden  feems 
to  have  been  confidered,  even  in 
America,  as  decifive  with  refped 
to  the  fouthern  colonies  ;  and  no 
cbffacle  feems  to  have  been  un- 
derftood  in  Lord  Cornwallis’s  way 
from  thence  to  the  Chefapeak. 
North  Carolina  was  only  confi¬ 
dered  as  the  road  to  Virginia  ;  the 
determined  refinance,  and  the  op- 
pofition  in  every  inflance  of  the 
inhabitants,  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  more  thought  of,  than 
the  unconquerable  difaffedion  of 
thofe  in  South  Carolina.  It  mud: 
have  been  under  thefe  perfuafions, 
that  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  di {patched  Brig.  Gen. 
Leflie,  with  a  corps  of  near  3000 
choice  troops,  about  the  middle 
of  Odober  to  the  Chefapeak,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  operations  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  It  was  like  wife  farther  in 
view,  that  Leflie,  with  the  aid  of 
the  marine  by  which  he  was  con¬ 
voyed,  might,  by  taking  proper 
ftations  towards  the  head  of  the 
Chefapeak,  or  in  the  vaft  rivtrs 
which  fall  into  it,  traverfe  any 
fuccours  which  wrere  fent  from 
the  northern  army  to  the  fouth- 
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ward.  But  in  all  cafes,  he  was  to 
ad  entirely  according  to  the  orders 
which  he  fhould  receive  from  Lord 
Cornwallis. 

The  troops  were  landed  at 
Portfmouth,  and  other  neigh¬ 
bouring  places  in  Virginia,  where 
they  found  lome  tobacco  and 
ftores  ;  but  the  veifels  which  were 
feized  in  the  harbours  and  rivers, 
were  the  moft  valuable  part  of  the 
booty.  This  was,  however,  by 
no  means  an  objed  to  compenfate 
for  the  delay,  which  the  expedi¬ 
tion  in  the  Chefapeak,  inflead  of 
proceeding  diredly  to  Charles- 
Town,  neceffarily  occafioned  to 
the  operations  of  the  fouthern 
army. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  profit  of  any 
operations  upon  the  Chefapeak, 
and  it  being  impoffible  to  form  a 
jundion  with  Leflie’s  corps  by 
that  way,  as  loon  as  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  advice  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  of  the  circumfiances,  im- 
mediately  dilpatched  inftrudions 
to  the  fleet  and  troops,  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Charles-Town  ; 
where  they  arrived  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  December,  and  Leflie 
found  orders  in  waiting,  that  he 
fhould  immediately  march  with 
about  1500  of  his  men  to  join  the 
army  ;  the  remainder,  it  feems, 
being  deemed  neceffary,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  capital,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  the  communications. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
whilft  Lord  Cornwallis  was  mak¬ 
ing  every  preparation  for  a  vi¬ 
gorous  irruption  into  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  Gen.  Greene  was  lent 
from  the  northern  army  by  Wash¬ 
ington,  to  take  the  command  of 
the  fouthern  ;  Gates  being  now 
entirely  retired  ;  but,  as  we  have 

here- 


HISTORY 

heretofore  obferved,  not  only 
without  any  mark  of  centure,  but 
with  an  honourable  testimonial  of 
his  zeal  and  lervices  from  the  al- 
fembly  of  Virginia.  Greene  Stands 
fo  high  with  the  Americans  as  an 
officer,  that  he  holds  the  next 
place  to  Washington  in  their  mili¬ 
tary  estimation  ;  and,  what  does 
not  always  happen  in  luch  cafes, 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  great  fa¬ 
vourite  of  that  commander.  He 
brought  no  troops  from  the  nor¬ 
thern  army  ;  depending  upon  the 
refources  of  the  fouthern  colonies 
for  their  own  defence  ;  but  was 
accompanied  by  Col.  Morgan,  a 
brave  and  diftinguiffied  partizan, 
who  had  commanded  thofe  rifle¬ 
men  in  the  northern  war,  that 
befides  being  fatal  to  many  brave 
officers,  became  fo  terrible  to  the 
Indians  under  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  were  fo  far  Superior  to  them 
in  their  own  way,  that,  to  ufe  his 
own  expreflive  words,  they  could 
not  be  brought  within  the  found  of 
a  rifle  ffiot. 

Early  in  the  new  year  of  1781, 
Lord  Cornwallis  advanced  with 
the  army  towards  the  borders, 
keeping  his  courfe  between  the 
Broad,  and  the  Catawba  rivers, 
until  he  arrived  at  a  water,  called 
Turney  Creek,  which  falls  into 
the  former.  Greene  had  by  this 
time  aflembled  his  principal  force 
in  Mecklenburg  county.  North 
Carolina.  In  order  to  impede  the 
progrefs  of  the  royal  army,  which 
he  was  yet  in  no  condition  to  en¬ 
counter  in  the  field,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  make  a  diverfion  on 
their  left  ;  and  for  that  purpofe, 
an  attack  was  made  upon  the  im¬ 
portant,  and  now  far  from  weak 
poll  of  Ninety-Six  ;  while  to  fa¬ 
vour  and  Support  the  diverfion, 
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Morgan  advanced,  with  about  500 
regular  troops  (mollly  belonging 
to  Virginia)  and  Some  hundreds 
of  militia,  with  a  detachment  of 
one  hundred  cavalry,  under  Col. 
Waffiington,  upon  the  Racolet 
river. 

Tarleton  was  already  on  that 
fide,  with  the  legion,  confining 
of  about  300  cavalry,  and  as 
many  infantry,  with  the  firft  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  7  1  ft,  which  was  now 
annexed  to  it,  and  one  three 
pounder;  and  being  joined  by 
the  7th  regiment,  which  was 
marching  with  another  three 
pounder  to  the  relief  of  Ninety- 
Six,  he  received  inftruftions  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  to  ftrike 
a  blow,  if  poflible,  at  Gen.  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  but  at  all  events,  to  oblige 
him  to  pals  the  Broad  River,  and 
thereby  prevent  all  future  embar- 
raflment  on  that  fide.  Morgan 
retreated,  and  Tarleton  purfued ; 
a  Hate  of  things,  which  naturally 
increafes  confidence  and  ardour  on 
the  one  fide,  and  generally  de¬ 
press  them  on  the  other.  Mor¬ 
gan  at  length  found  his  enemy 
So  cloSe  upon  him,  that  he  could 
not  paSs  the  Broad  River,  espe¬ 
cially  as  the  waters  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  out,  without  expofing  his 
troops  to  greater  danger,  than  he 
thought  he  ffiould  hazard  by  an 
encounter.  ,  He  accordingly,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  determined  at  dnce 
upon  the  part  which  he  fhould  take  ; 
and  choofing  his  ground,  boldly 
prepared  for  battle. 

Tarleton  came  up  Jan_  l8th_ 
with  his  enemy  at  J  w  o, 

.  .  .  •  l  H  o  1  » 

eight  in  the  morning,  1 
and  nothing  could  appear  more  in¬ 
viting  than  the  proSpedt  before 
him.  They  were  drawn  up  on 
the  edge  of  an  open  wood  without 
[0]  4  defences  ; 
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defences  ;  and  though  their  num¬ 
bers  might  have  been  fomewhat 
fiupericr  to  his  own,  the  quality 
of  the  troops  was  fo  different  as 
not  to  admit  a  doubt  of  fuccefs ; 
which  was  {fill  farther  confirmed 
by  his  great  fuperiority  in  cavalry  ; 
fo  that  every  thing  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  mod  complete  victory. 
His  line  of  attack  was  compofed  of 
the  7th regiment,  with  the  foot  of 
the  legion,  and  the  corps  of  light 
infantry  annexed  to  it  ;  a  troop  of 
cavalry  covered  each  flank.  The 
firft  battalion  of  the  71ft,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  cavalry,  formed  a 
fecond  line. 

Morgan  (hewed  uncommon  abi¬ 
lity  and  judgment  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  force.  Seven  hundred 
militia,  on  whom  he  placed  no 
great  confidence,  were  expofed  to 
open  view,  as  we  have  feen,  in 
the  firft  line,  on  the  edze  of  the 
wood  ;  blit  the  fecond,  compofed 
of  the  continental  and  Virginia 
troops,  was  out  of  fight  in  the 
wood  ;  where  they  were  drawn  up 
in  excellent  order,  and  prepared 
for  all  events. 

The  militia  were  little  capable 
of  fuftaining  the  impetuofity  of 
their  affailants  j  and  were  loon 
broken,  routed,  and  fcattered  on 
all  lides.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  thofe  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  ufed  to  carry  every  thing 
before  them,  almoft  without  re- 
fiftance,  now  meeting  with  the 
ufual  facility,  fhould  at  once  con- 
elude  the  day  to  be  their  own, 
and  purfue  the  fugitives  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fecond  line  having  open¬ 
ed  on  the  right  and  left  in  the 
wood,  as  well  to  lead  the  vidtors 
on,  as  to  afford  a  clear  paffage 
for  the  fugitives,  as  foon  as  the 
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former  were  far  enough  advanc¬ 
ed,  poured  in  a  clofe  and  deadly 
fire  on  both  hides,  which  took  the 
moft  fatal  effedt.  The  ground 
was,  in  an  inftant,  covered  with 
the  killed  and  wounded ;  and 
thofe  brave  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  inured  to  conquer,  were, 
by  this  fevere  and  unthought  of 
check,  thrown  into  irremediable 
diforder  and  confufion. 

A  total  defeat  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  confequence.  The  7th  re¬ 
giment  loft  their  colours  ;  and  the 
brave  men  of  the  royal  artillery, 
who  attended  the  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  the  charadteriftic  in¬ 
trepidity  and  magnanimity  of  their 
corps,  fcorning  either  to  abandon 
or  Surrender  then  guns,  were  cut 
to  pieces  by  them.  The  lofs  eve¬ 
ry  way,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners,  exceeded  400  men. 
Tarieton,  in  the  midft  of  defeat, 
exhibited  a  trait  of  his  charadter 
and  fpirit.  When  all  was  loft,  he 
notwithftanding  rallied  a  part  of 
his  routed  cavalry,  who  were  (till 
alhamed  to  abandon  an  officer  who 
had  fo  often  led  them  to  vidtory  ; 
with  thefe  he  unexpedtedly  charged 
and  repulfed  Wafhington’s  horfe  ; 
and  had  the  fortune  of  retaking 
the  baggage,  the  (lender  guard 
in  whole  cuftody  it  was  left  be¬ 
ing  cut  to  pieces.  This,  however, 
from  the  impoffibility  of  carrying 
it  off,  he  v/as  obliged  moftly  to 
deftroy. 

This  blow,  coming  fo  clofely 
upon  that  at  the  King’s  Mountain, 
produced  efiedts  worfe  than  could 
have  been  feared  from  fuch  par¬ 
tial  difafters.  Indeed  they  feem¬ 
ed  ferioufly  to  have  influenced  all 
the  lubfequent  operations  of  the 
war,  and  deeply  affedted  its  ge¬ 
neral  fortune.  The  lofs  of  the 

light 
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light  troops,  efpecially  of  the  ca¬ 
valry,  could  fcarcely  be  repaired  ; 
and  the  nature  of  the  war,  ren¬ 
dered  this  fort  of  force  one  of  its 
moll  effectual  arms. 

It  was  the  more  grievous  to 
Lord  Cornwallis,  from  its  beins: 

o 

one  ot  thole  unexpected  events, 
which  as  it  could  neither  be  fore¬ 
fee  n  nor  apprehended,  no  wiidom 
could  poilibly  provide  againft. 
Moll  of  the  troops  that  were  now 
defeated,  had  been  much  diffin- 
guifhed,  and  conftantly  fuccefs- 
ful.  It  is  not  even  clear  that 
there  was  any  defparity  in  point 
of  number  ;  and  if  there  had, 
from  long  and  confirmed  expe¬ 
rience,  it  could  not  have  been  a 
matter  of  much  confederation. 
Nor  was  it  even  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  Morgan  would  in  any  polfi- 
ble  circumftance  have  ventured  an 
engagement ;  for  Greene  had  al¬ 
ready,  upon  the  advance  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  abandoned  Mecklen- 
burgh  county,  and  retired  to  the 
eaftern  fde  of  the  Pedee  ;  which 
increafed  the  diftance  l’o  much, 
that  his  retreat,  under  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  action,  feemed  ex¬ 
tremely  hazardous. 

The  plan  adopted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  for  the  winter  cam- 
paign,  was  to  advance  to  North 
Carolina,  by  the  upper,  inllead 
of  the  lower  roads,  or  in  other 
words,  to  make  his  way  on  the 
weftern  fide,  inffead  of  keeping 
the  central  courle  through  both 
provinces.  Among  other  motives 
for  this  choice,  was  the  hope  of 
cutting  Morgan  off,  or  if  that 
failed,  at  any  rate  to  drive  him 
entirely  out  of  South  Carolina, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  Ninety-fix, 
and  all  that  fide,  from  trouble 
and  danger  while  he  pulhed  for- 
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ward.  Another  motive  not  lefs 
cogent  for  taking  the  upper  road 
was,  that  it  kept  nearer  the  heads 
of  the  rivers,  and  accordingly  led 
to  the  fords,  which  generally  lie 
above  their  forks;  whereas  the 
great  rivers  were  at  that  feafon, 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  imp  liable 
below  the  forks,  which  was  the 
courfe  that  the  lower  road  took. 

The  objects  in  view  with  Lord 
Cornwallis  were,  by  rapid  march¬ 
es,  to  get  between  Gen.  Greene 
and  Virginia,  and  by  cutting  off 
his  reinforcements  from  that  coun¬ 
try,  either  reduce  him  to  a  ne-> 
ceifity  of  fighting  with  his  prefent 
force,  or  of  giving  up  the  caufe 
altogether,  by  abandoning  North 
Carolina  with  precipitation  and 
difgrace.  In  either  cafe,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  of  fucctfs  in  the 
former  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded,  and  encouragement  giv¬ 
en  to  the  loyalifts,  to  fulfil  their 
promifes  of  a  general  rifing,  in 
order  to  alfift  in  the  re-eftabliih- 
ment  of  the  Britifh  government. 
In  this  flattering  Hate  of  things, 
government  being  eftabliflied,  and 
the  province  competent  to  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  internal 
fecurity,  it  would  likewife  prove 
the  means  of  fecuring  the  tranqui¬ 
lity  of  South  Carolina.  And  thus 
every  thing  being  fecured  behind, 
he  might  then  well  look  forward, 
with  the  warmed:  hopes,  and  with 
every  profpeft  of  advantage,  tp 
the  profecution  of  his  intended 
operations  in  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  even  ftiil  farther  northward. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  South 
Carolina  during  his  ablence,  thqq 
he  was  to  the  providing  for  the 
active  operations  of  the  army  un¬ 
der  his  own  immediate  command. 

For 
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For  this  purpofe,  befides  the  fla¬ 
tionary  force  at  Charles-T  own, 
lie  left  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  under  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Rawdon  ;  whofe  central  fituation 
at'  Camden,  was  equally  calcu¬ 
lated  to  reprefs  the  infurgents 
within  the  province,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  frontiers.  A  meafure  in¬ 
deed  that  greatly  leffened  his  ac¬ 
tive  force,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  late  Ioffes  ;  but 
which  the  fituation  of  affairs  ren¬ 
dered  indifpenfibly  neceffary.  For 
Green’s  fituation,  hanging  with 
his  force  upon  the  eaftern  banks  of 
the  Pedee,  whofe  waters  covered 
him  from  all  near  danger,  would 
have  afforded  him  fuch  a  com¬ 
mand  of  a  great  part  of  the  fouthern 
frontier,  when  the  main  army  had 
puffed  on  to  the  northward,  as 
would  have  endangered,  at  Jeaft, 
all  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  province, 
without  fuch  a  check  as  was  now 
provided.  And  to  this  was  to  be 
added,  that  South  Carolina  i t f el f 
was  ftill  tom  to  pieces  by  internal 
commotions,  which  indeed  Teem¬ 
ed  rather  to  increafe  than  to  lef- 
v  ien  with  lofs  and  defeat  ;  and  that, 
as  Sumpter,  Marion,  and  their 
other  leaders,  had  now  made  it 
a  rule  to  mount  all  their  adhe¬ 
rents,  and  to  a <51  entirely  on  horfe- 
back  *  it  became  a  matter  of  no 
ifnall  difficulty,  either  to  reprefs 
or  to  pumffi  their  irruptions. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  ufual 
alerinefs,  immediately  difpatched 
a  part  of  the  army,  unincumbered 
with  baggage,  in  the  hope  of  in¬ 
tercepting  Morgan,  or  at  leaft  of 
recovering  the  prifoners  ;  while  he 
ftaid  behind  a  day  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  for  the  purpofe  of  col¬ 
lecting  the  remains  of  Tarleton’s 
corps.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 


exertions  made  by  the  purfumg 
troops  ;  but  fuch  was  the  celerity 
of  the  enemy,  and  fuch  the  diffL  1 
cutties  they  encountered,  from 
violent  and  continual  rains,  and 
the  confequent  fwelling  of  the 
■numberlefs  creeks  in  their  way, 
that  all  their  efforts  were  fruitlels  ; 
and  Morgan  had  gained  the  up¬ 
per  fords  on  the  Catawba,  before  : 
they  could  poffibly  reach  them. 

Upon  the  failure  of  intercepting 
Morgan,  the  army  was  affembled 
on  the  25th  of  January,  at  Ram- 
foure’s  Mills,  on  the  fouth  fork  of 
the  Catawba.  And  as  the  lofs  cf 
the  light  troops  could  only  be  re¬ 
medied  by  the  general  activity  of 
the  whole  army.  Lord  Cornwallis 
fpent  two  days  in  the  deftrudtion 
of  all  the  fuperfluous  baggage,  and 
of  every  thing  whatever,  which 
could  retard  the  celerity  of  the 
troops,  and  which  was  not  ablo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  their  exiftence 
or  adlion.  Upon  this  principle, 
all  the  waggons,  excepting  thofe 
loaded  with  hofpital  ftores,  fait, 
or  ammunition,  and  four  empty 
ones,  referved  for  the  lick  or  wound¬ 
ed,  were  deftroyed.  T  he  temper 
with  which  they  fubmitted  not 
only  to  this,  but  to  a  number  of 
other  un ufual  trials  and  hardffips, 
does  infinite  honour  to  every  part 
of  that  army.  They  beheld  the 
deftru&ion  of  their  rnoft  valuable, 
and  even  much  of  their  moft  ne¬ 
ceffary  baggage  ;  they  beheld  their 
fpirituous  liquor  ftaved,  at  a  fea- 
fon  when  it  would  be  moft  wanted, 
and  upon  the  entrance  of  a  fervice, 
which  cut  off  every  profpedl  and 
hope  of  a  future  fupply  ;  and  the 
moderate  pittance  of  flower,  which 
they  were  able  to  procure  and  to 
carry  along  with  them,  was  their 
only  certain  refource  for  fubfift- 
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ance ;  yet  thefe  difficulties  and 
evils,  new  and  ftrange  as  they 
were,  were  fubmitted  to  with  the 
mod:  general  and  chearful  acquie- 
fcence.  It  feemed  indeed  the  lefs 
irkfome,  as  the  example  was  let 
bv  the  commander  in  chief  him- 

J 

felf  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  It  was 
a  new  phenomenon  in  a  modern 
army,  to  behold  the  general’s 
quarters  incapable  of  affording  a 
glal's  of  wine,  or  of  any  kind  of 
llrong  liquor,  and  his  table  as  def- 
titute  of  any  thing  orderly  or  com¬ 
fortable,  and  even  of  furniture,  as 
the  common  foldier’s. 

The  north  fork  of  the  Catawba, 
had  been  rendered  impalfable  for 
feveral  days  by  the  rains ;  and  all 
the  fords  for  more  than  forty  miles 
above  the  fork,  were  befides  vigi¬ 
lantly  guarded  by  detachments  of 
the  enemy  ;  compofed  not  only  of 
Morgan’s  corps,  but  of  the  militia 
of the  two  neighbouring  counties  of 
Rowen  and  Mecklenburg,  (both 
of  which  were  peculiarly  inimical 
to  the  royal  caufe)  under  the  con- 
du£t  of  a  General  Davidfon.'  Lord 
Cornwallis  approached  the  river 
by  Ihort  marches  during  its  height, 
and  bv  feveral  movements  and 

j 

feints,  which  indicated  a  delign  of 
forcing  his  way  at  different  fords 
before  they  were  yet  paffable,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  divide  and  diftraft  the 
attention  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  fpared  no  pains  to 
procure  all  poffible  information,  as 
well  of  the  nature  of  the  river,  and 
of  the  country  on  the  other  fide, 
as  of  the  Rate  and  condition  of 
rhe  enemy.  *  His  plan  being  fet¬ 
tled,  and  the  waters  fomewhat  fal¬ 
len,  he  detached  Colonel  Webfter, 
with  a  part  of  the  army,  and  all 
the  remaining  baggage,  to  a  ford 
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called  Beattie’s,  which  lies  fix 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  than 
another  principal  ford,  which  is 
known  by  the  name  of  M'Coweri’s. 
General  Davidfon,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  polled  with  500  militia  at 
Beattie’s  ;  and  Webfter  had  in- 
ftrudtions  to  make  every  poffible 
demonftration,  as  well  by  canon- 
nading  as  by  manoeuvres,  of  his 
determination  to  force  a  paifage  at 
that  ford. 

While  Webfter  was  gone  upon 
this  fervice.  Lord  Cornwallis  with 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  con- 
fifting  of  the  brigade  of  guards, 
the  regiment  of  Bole,  the  23d, 
200  cavalry,  and  two  three  pound¬ 
ers,  began  his  march  ^  ,  « 

.  ’  0  .  ,  Feb.  ill. 

about  one  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  to  a  private  ford,  about  a 
mile  from  M‘Cowen’s,  which  was 
the  real  object  of  attempt.  The 
morning  being  very  dark  and  rainy, 
and  part  of  their  way  being  thro’ 
a  wood  where  there  was  no  road, 
the  artillery  were  fo  embarraffed 
in  a  fwamp,  that  the  line  of  march 
was  puffied  on  to  the  ford  without 
them ;  where  the  head  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  arrived  juft  at  the  opening 
of  the  day.  The  general  foon 
perceived  by  the  number  of  fires 
on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ford 
was  much  better  guarded,  and 
the  oppofition  would  confequently 
be  greater  than  he  expedited.  This 
rendered  the  delay  of  the  artillery 
the  more  vexatious.  But  as  he 
knew  that  the  rain  then  falling 
would  foon  render  the  river  impaf- 
fable,  and  had  before  received 
intelligence,  that  Greene  was 
on  full  march  from  the  Pedee, 
with  his  whole  force,  to  join  Mor¬ 
gan,  he  faw  that  fomething  mull  ne- 
ceffarily  be  hazarded  at  the  prefent, 

to 
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to  avoid  greater  future  difficulties; 
and  being  likewife  full  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
Brig.  General  O’Hara,  and  of  the 
brigade  of  guards  under  his  com- 
inand  which  formed  the  head  of 
the  column,  he  determined  on  the 
attempt  ;  and  dirediy  ordered 
them  to  march  on  through  the  ri¬ 
ver,  and  to  prevent  confufion, 
charged  them  not  to  fire,  until  they 
had  gained  the  oppofte  hank. 

The  guards,  and  their  com¬ 
mander,  fully  juftified  the  high 
opinion  which  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  entertained  of  them,  The  ter¬ 
rors  and  difficulties  of  an  untried 
river,  upwards  cf  five  hundred 
yards  wide,  with  a  flrong  current, 
a  rocky  bottom,  water  up  to 
the  middle,  and  expofed  through 
the  whole  paffage,  to  the  delibe¬ 
rate  aim,  and  continual  lire  of  the 
enemy,  were  equally  incapable  of 
making  any  imprelhon  on  their 
cool  and  determined  valour,  and 
of,  in  any  degree,  affeding  the 
excellency  of  their  difcipline.  The 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  being 
the  firft  that  were  landed,  inftanfly 
formed,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
killed  or  difperfed  every  thing 
that  appeared  before  them.  Gen. 
Davidfon,  who  unexpedediy,  and 
for  himfelf  unfortunately,  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  poft,  with  300  militia 
on  the  preceding  evening,  was, 
with  fome  other  officers,  found 
jtmpng  the  fain.  Colonel  Hall 
of  the  guards,  was  the  only  officer 
who  fell  on  the  Britifh  fide  ;  and 
though  a  good  many  private  men 
were  wounded,  yet  the  lots  in  eve* 
ry  refped  would  appear  incredL 
bly  (mail  to  thofe,  who  are  not 
accuftomed  to  confider  the  prodi¬ 
gious  difference  between  real  and 


eftimated  danger,  in  many  parts 
cf  military  adieu. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rear  of 
the  column  being  come  up,  and 
the  whole  palled  with  the  utmolf 
expedition  over  the  river.  Colonel 
Tarleton  was  difpatched  wirh  the 
cavalry,  fupported  by  the  23d  re¬ 
giment,  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives, 
and  like-wile  to  icour  and  examine 
the  country..  Having  received 
intelligence  from  the  pFi Toners, 
that  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
militia,  were  to  affemble  that  day 
at  a  place  about  ten  miles  didanr, 
he  eagerly  feized  that  opportunity, 
as  well  of  avenging,  as  of  effacing 
the  memory  of  the  late  di falter. 
He  therefore,  immediately  quitting 
the  infantry,  proceeded  thither  at 
the  head  of  the  cavalry  with  the 
utmofl  expedition;  his  arrival  be¬ 
ing  fo  fudden  and  unexpeded,  that 
a  complete  furprize,  great  execu¬ 
tion,  and  total  difperfion,  were 
aimofl  the  indantaneous  conle- 
quences.  This  fevere  ftroke,  a- 
iong  with  the  preceding  defeat  at 
the  ford,  had  fuch  an  effed  upon 
the  militia,  who  had  hitherto  only 
heard  of  the  rigours  and  dangers 
of  war,  that  they  not  only  imme¬ 
diately  abandoned  all  their  pods 
on  the  river,  but  were  fo  totally 
cowed  and  difpirited,  that  they 
did  not  once  after,  in  any  man* 
ner,  make  the  (mailed  attemot  to 

,  -  ,  A 

interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  army 
in  its  march  to  the  Yadkin,  al¬ 
though  its  courfe  lay  (to  ufe  Lord 
Cornwallis's  own  words)  through 
one  of  the  mod  rebellious  trads  in 
America, 

Though  the  enemy  had  aban¬ 
doned  Beattie’s  Ford,  yet  the  con¬ 
tinual  fall  of  rain,  and  fweiling  of 
the  river,  had  rendered  the  paf* 
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(age  both  tedious  and  difficult  to 
Colonel  Webfter.  It  was,  how- 
ever,  at  length  accomplilhed  to¬ 
wards  the  evening  ;  and  he  was 
enabled  to  join  the  commander  in 
chief,  in  Ibme  time  after  dark,  at 
about  fix  miles  didance  from  the 
ford. 

Intelligence  being  received,  that 
Morgan  had  commenced  a  forced 
march  in  the  afternoon,  which  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  he  had 
continued  through  the  night,  to 
the  northward,  towards  Salifbury, 
the  defire  of  retaliating  on  that 
commander,  was  l'o  ltrong  with  the 
army,  that  they  purfued  him  in 
the  morning  with  the  utmoft  fpirit 
and  vigour  ;  hoping,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  didance  he  had  gained,  by 
dint  of  exertion,  dill  to  overtake 
or  intercept  him  while  he  was  en¬ 
tangled  anfong  the  rivers.  But  the 
difficulties  of  bad  roads,  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  and  fwelled  creeks,  which 
they  had  to  furmount,  were  fb 
great  and  lo  numerous,  that  ir 
could  not  pollibly  be  done,  with 
the  effect  that  was  wifhed.  Mor¬ 
gan  had  arrived  ar  the  trading  fort 
on  the  Yadkin,  in  the  night  between 
the  fecond  and  third  of  February, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  that, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
day,  hadpaffed  the  body  of  his  infan¬ 
try,  with  the  cavalry,  and  mold  of 
the  waggons  over  the  river  ;  fo  that 
when  the  guards,  by  a  courfe  of 
the  moll:  ftrenuous  exertions,  had 
come  up  in  the  evening,  they  could 
only  rout  and  difperfe  h is  rear, 
and  take  the  few'  remaining  wag¬ 
gons. 

Morgan  having  fecured  the  boats 

o  o 

on  the  other  fide,  and  the  ford 
j- through  which  he  had  puffed  his 
!  waggons  and  cavalry  being  now 
(rendered  hnpalfable  by  the  1'udden 


rile  of  the  river.  Lord  Cornwallis 
determined  to  march  to  the  upper 
fords,  which,  as  we  before  obferved, 
are  generally  paffable  ;  but  he  was 
under  a  necelfiry  of  making  fame 
Ihort  delay  by  the  way  at  Salisbu¬ 
ry,  for  the  procuring  of  a  hafty 
and  fcanty  lupply  of  provilions. 
In  the  mean  time  he  received  in¬ 
telligence,  that  Morgan  had  quit¬ 
ted  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin,  and 
that  Greene  was  marching  with  the 
utmoft  dilpatch  to  form  a  junflioia 
with  him  at  Guildford.  The 
Bririlh  commander  knowing  that 
Greene  had  not  yet  received  his 
reinforcements  from  Virginia,  nor 
even  had  time  to  collect  the  North 
Carolina  militia,  was  fenfible,  that 
he  would  by  all  poffible-  means 
avoid  an  engagement  in  the  latter, 
and  of  courfe  endeavour  to  make 
his  way  into  the  other  where  his 
fupport  lay.  To  counteraft  this 
defign  was  therefore  his  great  ob¬ 
ject  ;  and  he  accordingly  endea¬ 
voured  with  the  utmoft  diligence, 
and  every  degree  of  exertion,  to 
get  before  him  to  the  river  Dan  ; 
for  that  river,  and  the  Roanoke 
into  which  it  falls,  form  the  boun¬ 
dary  between  the  two  provinces  ; 
and  by  feizing  the  upper  fords  on 
the  fir  ft,  he  hoped  to  reduce 
Greene  to  a  neceihty  either  of 
fighting,  or  of  abandoning  his 
communication  with,  and  all  hope 
of  fuccour  from  Virginia;  while, 
in  the  latter  cafe,  he  would  run 
no  fmall  rifque  of  being  inextrica¬ 
bly  enclofed  and  hemmed  in,  be¬ 
tween  the  great  rivers  on  the 
weft,  the  fea  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
forces  under  the  Lords  Cornwallis 
and  Rawdon,  on  the  north  and 
fouth. 

It  was  now  a  trial  of  difpatch 
between  both,  ajmies  which  fkould 

firft 
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The  Britifh  fucceeded,  and  cut 
Greene  off  from  the  upper  fords  ; 
and  Lord  Cornwallis  being  allured, 
that  the  lower  were  impra&i  cable, 
and  that  the  country  could  not  af¬ 
ford  any  number  of  boats,  at  all 
fufficient  for  the  paffage  of  Greene’s 
army*  thought  he  could  not  now 
efcape  without  a  decifive  blow, 
and  accordingly  purfued  him  with 
the  utmofl  expedition.  This  was, 
however,  impeded  by  great  and 
numerous  difficulties.  The  intel¬ 
ligence  to  be  obtained,  was  not 
only  extremely  defective,  but  feems 
to  have  been  intendedly  delufive  ; 
the  want  of  light  troops  was  ’now 
feverely  felt  ;  and  the  enemy  by 
their  abundance  of  them,  were 
enabled  to  break  down  all  the 
bridges  in  the  line  of  march,  and 
to  throw  numberlefs  other  impedi¬ 
ments  in  the  way.  of 
the  army.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Boyd’s  Ferry,  they  dif- 
covered  to  their  inexpreffible  grief 
and  vexation,  that  all  their  toil 
and  exertions  had  been  vain,  and 
that  all  their  hopes  were  frudrat- 
ed.  The  enemy  had  been  fur- 
nifhed  with  boats  fufficient,  (in 
direCt  contradiction  to  all  the  in¬ 
telligence  received  by  the  Britifh 
general)  to  convey  their  whole 
army  and  baggage,  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  day  and  night,  over  the  ri¬ 
ver. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded,  except 
the  vigour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  they  were  encountered  and 
furmounted,  the  bardihips,  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  which  the  army  endured 
in  this  long  courle  of  march,  from 
Saiifbury  to  the  Dan,  and  then  in 
the  purfuit  of  Greene  to  Boyd’s 
Ferry.  Their  wants  and  diftreifes 
were  not  lels  than  their  toils'and 
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fatigues.  They  traverfed  a  coun¬ 
try,  which  was  alternately  a  wild 
and  inholpitable  foreft,  or  inhabi¬ 
ted  by  a  people,  who  were  at  lead 
highly  adverfe,  however  they  might 
venture,  or  not,  to  be  hodile. 
When  to  thefe  we  add  all  the  pol- 
fible  incommodities,  incident  to 
bad  roads,  heavy  rains,  want  of 
cover,  and  the  continual  wading 
through  numberlefs  deep  creeks 
and  rivers  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
we  fhal!  dill  form  only  very  faint 
and  inadequate  ideas  of  the  fuffer- 
ings  which  they  endured. 

The  army  being  in  no  condition 
to  venture  the  invafon  of  fo  power¬ 
ful  a  province  as  Virginia,  in  the 
prefent  circumdances,  and  North 
Carolina  being  in  a  date  of  the 
utmod  dilorder  and  confufion. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  after  giving  the 
troops  a  day’s  red,  led  them  by 
eafy  marches  to  Hillfborough, 
were  he  eredted  the  royal  dandard, 
and  iffued  a  proclamation,  inviting 
all  loyal  fubjeCts  to  repair  to  it, 
and  to  take  an  active  part  in  affift- 
ing  him  to  redore  order  and  con¬ 
ditional  government  to  the  co¬ 
lony. 

During  thefe  tranfa£tions,  Co¬ 
lonel  Balfour,  who  commanded  at 
Charles-Tovvn,  equipped  a  fmall 
force  far  an  expedition  to  Cape 
Fear  River,  not  only  to  co-operate 
with  Lord  Cornwallis  by  a  diver- 
lion  on  that  fide,  and  by  gaining 
pofFeffion  of  Wilmington,  but  like- 
wife  to  make  that  way  a  convey¬ 
ance  for  the  furnifhing  his  army 
with  thole  neceffary  fupplies,  which, 
in  the  prefent  date  of  the  war,  could 
icarcely  be  done  in  any  other  man¬ 
ner.  Major  Craig,  with  about 
300  land  forces,  was  difpatched 
upon  this  fervice  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  January ;  and  the  men 
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were  convoyed  and  flip-sorted  by 
Capt.  Barclay,  in  the  Blonde  fri¬ 
gate,  with  the  Otter  and  Delight 
lloops  of  war  ;  the  marine  force 
and  the  troops,  being  equally  par¬ 
takers  in  the  fortune  of  the  enter- 
prize. 

Capt.  Barclay  landed  all  the 
marines,  in  order  to  lupply  the 
weaknefs  of  the  land  force,  about 
nine  miles  fhort  of  Wilmington  ; 
the  inhabitants  lent  a  deputation 
to  propofe  terms,  which  were  not 
lillened  to ;  and  the  town  being 
abandoned  by  its  defenfive  force, 
confifting  of  about  150  men,  was 
taken  without  refiftance.  The  in¬ 
habitants  delivered  up  their  arms, 
were  admitted  to  parole,  and  fe- 
cured  in  their  property.  The  Bri- 
tilh  commanders  being  informed* 
that  feveral  veffels  loaded  with 
provifions,  amunition,  and  the 
effects  of  thofe  who  were  in  arms, 
as  well  as  of  fome  Spaniards  and 
French,  who  had  lately  fettled  at 
Cape  Fear,  had  elcaped  up  the 
north-eaft  branch  of  that  river, 
purfued  them  both  by  land  and 
water  ;  four  or  five  were  accord¬ 
ingly  taken,  and  fome  others  burnt 
by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  be¬ 
ing  clofed  in,  and  the  works  re¬ 
paired  or  completed,  Wilming- 
ron  was  made  a  poll  of  fome  fort 
of  ftrength,  and  ’continued  for 
lome  little  time  to  be  of  import¬ 
ance. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  inform¬ 
ed,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
loyalifts  inhabited  the  country  be¬ 
tween  the  Haw  and  the  Deep, 
rivers,  he  difpatched  Col.  Tarle- 
ton  with  the  cavalry,  and  a  fmall 
body  of  infantry,  to  prevent  any 
interruption  in  their  alfembling  or 
moving.  But  it  happened  moll 


unluckily,  that  a  part  of  the  ene- 
my's  light  troops  had  entered  the 
country  on  one  fide,  at  the  very 
time  that  the  Britilh  detachment 
entered  it  on  another  ;  and  that 
they  fell  in  with  a  body  of  about 
200  of  thefe  people,  who  under 
the  conduct  of  a  Colonel  Pyle, 
were  on  their  way  to  join  the  royal 
army  at  Hillfborough.  Thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  royaliils,  who  had  notice 
of  Tarleton’s  approach,  miftaking 
the  enemy  for  his  detachment, 
and  not  being  yet  apprehenfive  of 
the  wiles  and  circumvention  of 
war,  fuffered  tnemfelves,  without 
the  (mailed  effort,  to  be  enclofed 
and  furrounded  ;  when,  without 
refinance,  and  it  is  faid,  crying 
out  for  quarter,  a  number  of  them 
were  moll  inhumanly  put  to  the 
fword ! 

In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  having  received  intelligence, 
that  Greene  being  reinforced  in 
Virginia  had  repalfed  the  Dan,  he 
thought  it  necelfary  to  collect  his 
force  by  recalling  Tarleton  ;  and 
forage  and,,  provifions  growing 
fcarce  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hillfborough,  and  the  polition  be¬ 
ing  too  diilant  to  afford  counte¬ 
nance  and  protection  to  the  well 
affedted  upon  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  he  thought  it  expedient 
to  make  a  movement  to  the  Haw 
River,  which  he  paffed,  and  en¬ 
camped  near  Allemance  Creek  ; 
having  pufhed  Tarleton  a  few  miles 
forward  towards  the  Deep  River, 
with  the  cavalry,  the  light  com¬ 
pany  of  the  guards,  and  150  of 
Webder's  brigade.  Greene’s  light 
troops  loon  made  their  appearance  ; 
upon  which  T'arleton  received  or¬ 
ders  to  move  forward,  and,  with 
proper  precaution,  to  make  what 
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difcovery  he  could  of  the  motions 
and  deligns  of  the  enemy, 

Tarleton  had  not 


March  zd. 


advanced  far  when  he 


fell  in  with  a  confiderable  corps  of 
the  enemy,  whom  he  inftantly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  foon  routed  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  ignorant  of  their  force,  how 
they  were  fupported,  and  grown 
circumfpeft  from  experience,  he 
with  great  prudence  refrained  his 
ardour,  and  defiled  from  the  pur- 
fuit.  He  foon  learned  from  the 
prifoners,  that  thofe  he  had  defeat¬ 
ed  were  the  corps  called  Lee’s  le¬ 
gion,  with  three  or  four  hundred 
Back  Mountain  men,  and  fome 
militia,  under  a  Colonel  Prefton. 
He  likewife  difcovered  through  the 
lame  intelligence,  that  Greene, 
with  a  part  of  his  army,  was  at  no 
great  diftance. 

It  appeared  afterwards,  though 
it  does  not  feem  to  have  been  then 
known  to  the  Britifh  general,  that 
Greene  had  yet  only  received  a 
part  of  the  reinforcements  he  ex¬ 
pected  ;  and  that  a  more  conf der- 
able  body  were  then  on  their  way 
to  join  him  from  Virginia.  This 
induced  him  to  fall  fuddenly  back 
to  Thompfon’s  Houfe,  near  Boyd’s 
Ford,  on  the  Reedy  Fork.  It  is 
remarkable,  and  deferving  of  par¬ 
ticular  notice,  that  although  this 
part  of  the  country,  where  the 
army  now  was,  was  conlidered  and 
diftinguifhed,  as  being  peculiarly 
and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  caufe  and  intereft  ;  and  yet, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  fhould  have 
had  occafon  pathetically  to  com¬ 
plain,  that  his  ftuation  wasamongft 
timid  friends,  and  adjoining  to  in¬ 
veterate  rebels  ;  and,  that  be¬ 
tween  them,  he  had  been  totally 
defiitute  of  information  ;  by  which 


means,  he  loft  a  very  favourable 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  rebel 
army. 

Though  Greene  had  thus  fallen 
baek  with  his  main  body,  he  Lie 
his  light  troops  and  militia  to  fo¬ 
rage  and  occupy  the  country  in  the 
front  cf  the  Britiih  army  *,  and 
thofe,  in  defiance  of  repeated  ex¬ 
amples,  which  might  well  have 
ferved  to  keep  them  conftantly 
alert  and  upon  their  guard,  feem- 
ing  totally  to  forget  the  fort  of 
enemy,  to  whole  eyvs  and  obferv- 
ation  they  were  expofed,  were  dif- 
perfed,  and  polled  carelefsly  at  fe- 
veral  plantations,  confulting  only 
their  convenience,  and  the  facility 
of  fublidance.  This  fitua-  ^  ^ 
tion  induced  Lord  Cornwal¬ 
lis  to  put  the  army  fuddenly  in 
motion;  with  a  view,  not  only  of 
beating  up  their  quarters,  and 
driving  them  in  upon  the  army, 
but  of  attacking  Greene  himfelf, 
if  any  fair  opportunity  fhould  of¬ 
fer.  He  completely  fucceeded  in 
the  firft  part  of  his  defign  ;  and  at 
Weitzell’s  Mill,  on  the  Reedy 
Fork,  where  they  ventured  to  make 
a  Hand,  the  Back  Mountain  men, 
and  fome  Virginia  militia,  fuffered 
conliderably ;  and  the  fecond  part 
only  failed,  through  Greene’s  mak¬ 
ing  a  timely  and  precipitate  retreat 
over  the,Haw  River. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fords  on  the 
Dan,  which  lay  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
01  fubfilling  the  army,  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  exhaulled  country,  ren¬ 
dered  it  in  vain  for  the  Britiih 
general  to  purfue  them  over  the 
Haw,  under  any  hope  of  being 
able  to  force  them  to  action.  He 
thought  therefore,  the  moll  eligi¬ 
ble  courfe  which  he  could  in  the 
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prefent  ftate  of  things  purfue,  was, 
by  effe&ually  covering  their  coun¬ 
try,  to  afford  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe  time  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  airemble,  and  to  join  the 
army  ;  keeping  an  eye  at  the  fame 
time  to  Cape  Fear  River ;  the 
communication  with  which  it 
would  loon  become  indilpenfibly 
necelfary  to  open,  through  the 
grievous  diftreffes  of  the  army, 
which  were  now  become  nearly  in- 
fupportable,  under  the  want  of 
fupplies  of  every  fpecies.  He  was, 
however,  determined  to  fight  the 
enemy  in  the  mean  time,  if  their 
army  at  all  approached,  under  a 
full  conviction,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  clear  and  decided  fuperio- 
rity  in  arms,  could  anfwer  the 
great  purpofe  and  end  of  their  ex¬ 
ceedingly  toilfome  and  arduous 
winter  campaign,  which  was  to 
draw  forth  into  aCtion,  the  fup- 
pofed  numerous  loyalifts  who  in¬ 
habited  that  province. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the 
army  encamped,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  at  the  Quaker  Meeting- 
houfe,  within  the  forks  of  the 
Deep  River.  On  the  following 
day.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  inform¬ 
ed,  that  General  Butler,  with  a 
body  of  North  Carolina  militia, 
together  with  the  unexpected  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Virginia,  had  all 
joined  Greene  ;  this  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  very  exaggerated 
reprefentanion  of  his  force,  which 
was  fated  at  no  lefs  than  nine  or 
ten  thouland  men  ;  an  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  was  confiderably 

nearer  the  truth,  that  he  was  in 
full  march  to  attack  the  Britilh 
army.  On  the  fame  evening  he 
received  authentic  intelligence, 

that  Greene  had  advanced  to 
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Guildford,  which  was  only  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  Britifli 
camp. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  now 
pretty  well  perfuaded  that  the  ene¬ 
my  intended  to  venture  an  engage¬ 
ment,  thought  it  necelfary  to  fend 
the  waggons  and  baggage,  under 
a  fronger  efcort  than  he  could 
well  fpare,  to  Bell’s  Mill,  which 
was  confiderably  lower  down  on 
the  Deep  River,  in  the  heart  of 
the  well-affetted  country  ;  and  on 
the  following  morn-  , 

in*  at  day-break,  he  March  ‘5- 
marched  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  either  to  meet  the  ene¬ 
my  on  the  way,  or  to  attack  them 
in  their  encampment.  About  four 
miles  from  Guildford,  the  advanc¬ 
ed  guard,  under  Col.  Tarleton, 
fell  in  with  Col.  Lee’s  legion, 
and  thole  other  light  troops  whom 
they  had  before  engaged.  Thefe 
Tarleton  again  attacked  and 
routed  ;  and  the  army  continuing 
its  march,  foon  difcovered  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
upon  a  rifing  ground,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Guildford  court- 
houfe.  The  light  troops  who  had 
•been  defeated,  having  been  feve- 
ral  days  entirely  detached  from 
Greene’s  army,  the  pri loners  now 
taken  could  give  no  manner  of 
account,  of  the  order,  numbers, 
or  difpolition  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  country  people,  who  were  ex¬ 
amined  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  whether  from  ftupidity 
or  defign,  were  fo  exceedingly  in¬ 
accurate,  if  not  uninteligible  in 
their  delcriptions,  as  to  afford  very 
little  fatisfa&ion  upon  the  fub- 
je6t.  Indeed  the  difficulty  of  pro¬ 
curing  intelligence,  and  the  little 
reliance  to  be  placed  upon  that 
[£}  which 
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which  was  obtained,  feem  to  be 
among  the  diftkiguifliing  features 
of  the  war  in  this  province. 

Under  thefe  embar raffing  cir- 
cumflanccs,  the  Britifh  General 
was  obliged  to  adopt  his  difpofi- 
tions  and  meafures,  principally, 
to  the  apparent  face  of  the  country 
and  difpofition  of  the  enemy.  The 
country  in  general  prefented  a 
wildernefs,  covered  with  tall 
woods  which  were  rendered  in¬ 
tricate  by  fhrubs  and  thick  under- 
brufn  ;  but  which  was  interfperled 
here  and  there,  by  a  few  Icattered 
plantations  and  cleared  fields.  In 
the  fpace  immediately  between  the 
head  of  the  column  and  the  enemy, 
was  a  confiderahie  plantation,  one 
large  field  of  which,  was  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  line  of  March, 
and  two  others,  with  a  wood,  of 
about  two  hundred  yards  broad, 
lying  between  them,  was  on  the 
right  of  it  5  and  beyond  thefe 
fields,  the  wood  continued  for  fe- 
veral  miles  to  the  right,  in  the 
front,  beyond  the  plantation,  was 
another  wood,  of  about  a  mile  in 
depth  ;  and  its  back  opened  into 
an  extenfive  fpace  of  cleared  ground 
which  furrounded  Guildford  court- 
houfe.  The  woods  on  the  right 
and  left,  were  reported  to  be  im¬ 
practicable  for  cannon  ;  the  ene¬ 
my’s  firft  line  appeared  drawn  up 
on  the  fkirts  of  that  in  the  front. 

The  wood  on  the  right,  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  fomewhat  more  open 
than  its  oppofite,  induced.  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  direCt  his  attack 
againfl  the  enemy’s  left  wing  ;  and 
the  artillery  were  brought  up  the 
road  to'  cannonade  their  center, 
whilft  he  was  making  his  difpofi- 
tions  in  the  followieg  order.  On 
the  right,  the  Heflitm  regiment  of 
Bofe,  with  the  71ft  Britifh,  were 


led  by  Major-general  Leflie,  and 
fupported  by  the  fir fb  battalion  ci 
guards.  On  the  left,  the  23d  and 
3  3d  regiments,  were  led  by  Col. 
Webfter,  and  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers,  and  the  fecond  batta¬ 
lion  of  guards,  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Brigadier- General  O’Hara. 
The  German  yagers,  with  the 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  re¬ 
mained  in  the  wood,  on  the  left  of 
the  guns  ;  and  the  cavalry,  under 
Col.  Tarleton,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  road,  in  readinels  to  aCt  as 
circumftances  might  require. 

Gen.  Greene’s  army  was  drawn 
up  in  three  lines  ;  the  front  line, 
which  was  only  in  fight,  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  two  North  Carolina 
brigades  of  militia,  under  their 
own  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton. 
The  fecond  line,  drawn  up  at  a 
proper  cliftance  in  the  wood,  was 
compcfed  of  two  brigades  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  militia,  commanded  by  the 
Generals  Stephens  and  Lawfon, 
But  the  hope  and  main  flrength  of 
the  army,  was  placed  in  the  third 
line,  which  confided  of  two  bri¬ 
gades  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
continental  (or  regular)  troops, 
under  the  conduCt  of  Gen.  Huger 
and  Col.  Williams.  Col.  Wash¬ 
ington,  with  his  dragoons,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  continental  light  in¬ 
fantry,  and  Lynch’s  regiment  of 
riflemen,  formed  a  feparate  corps 
to  cover  the  right  flank  ;  and  Col. 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  light  infantry,  and  Camp¬ 
bell’s  riflemen,  were  appointed  to 
cover  the  left. 

It  is  probable  that  Greene’s 
whole  force  did  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,  fliort  of  6000  men  5 
and  it  feems  as  probable,  from  the 
long  fervice  they  had  gone  through, 
and  the  confequent  thinnefs  of  the 
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battalion13,  as  well  as  from  other 
preceding  and  fubfequent  circum- 
ftances,  that  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
forces  could  fcarcely  exceed  a  third 
of  that  number.  The  accounts 
publilhed  at  the  time  on  either 
fide,  being  always  calculated  to 
make  certain  impreftions,  and  to 
anl’wer  immediate  purpofes,  can 
never  afford  a  clue  to  accurate 
eftimate  in  fuch  cafes.  The  limi- 
lari  ty  between  Greene’s  difpofi- 
tions  on  this  dav,  and  thofe  which 
had  lately  lucceeded  fo  well  with 
Morgan,  cannot  fail  of  ftriking 
every  one  who  attentively  confiders 
both  ;  the  refemblance  will  like- 
wife  appear  in  fome  parts  of  the 
aCtion,  as  well  as  in  the  plan  or 
defign. 

The  aCtion  began  about  half  an 
hour  pad;  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  when  Major  General  Leflie 
found  himfelf  fo  much  out-flanked 
by  the  enemy’s  left,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  the  firffc  battalion 
of  guards  forward  into  the  line,  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment  of  Bole  ; 
after  which  he  was  not  long  in  de¬ 
feating  every  thing  that  yet  ap¬ 
peared  before  him.  At  the  fame 
time,  Col,  Webfter,  who  advanc¬ 
ed  with  equal  vigour  on  Leflie’s 
left,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  his 
front  j  but  finding  that  the  33d 
was  expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  right  wing,  he 
luddenly  and  judicioufly  changed 
his  fiont  to  the  left,  aed  being 
lupported  by  the  yagers,  and  light 
infantry  of  the  guards,  attacked 
and  routed  them  on  that  fide  ; 
while  the  grenadiers,  and  fecond 
battalion  of  guards,  moved  for¬ 
ward  to  occupy  the  ground  in  the 
center,  which  he  had  juft  quitted. 

All  the  infantry  being  now  in 
the  line.  Col.  Tarleton  was  di¬ 


rected  to  keep  his  cavalry  entire 
and  compact,  and  not  to  charge 
by  any  means  without  orders,  ex¬ 
cepting  only,  the  mod  evident  ne- 
ceility  of  protecting  fome  corps 
from  defeat  or  ruin.  In  fait,  not- 
withftandi ng  this  beginning  luc- 
cefs,  all  the  feverity  and  danger 
of  the  aftion  was  yet  to  come. 
For,  although  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  in  the  firft  line,  had 
fhamefully  abandoned  their  poll, 
and  ran  away,  without  at  all  hand¬ 
ing  the  conflict  ;  the  Virginia  mi¬ 
litia,  in  the  fecond  line,  were  by 
no  means  influenced  by  their  ex¬ 
ample  ;  they,  on  the  contrary, 
flood  their  ground  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  and  fought  with  great 
relolution ;  and  when  they  were 
at  length  broken,  and  driven  back, 
upon  the  continental  troops  in  the 
third  line,  the  battle  then  became 
only  the  more  arduous  and  doubt¬ 
ful.  It  was  indeed  an  aCtion  of 
almoft  infinite  diverfity.  The  ex- 
celiive  thicknefs  of  the  woods, 
had  rendered  the  bayonet  in  a 
great  meafure  ufelefs  ;  had  enabled 
the  enemy,  however  broken,  to 
rally,  to  fight  in  detachment,  and 
to  make  repeated  and  obflinate 
flands  ;  it  had  neceflarily  and  en¬ 
tirely  broken  the  order  of  battle  ; 
and  feparated  and  disjoined  the 
Britilh  corps,  who  could  know  no 
more  of  each  other,  than  what  they 
gathered  from  the  greatnefs,  the 
continuance,  or  the  courfe  of  the 
firing,  in  different  quarters.  Thus 
the  battle  degenerated  into  a  num¬ 
ber  of  irregular,  but  hard-fought 
and  blbody  lkirmilhes. 

On  the  right,  the  firft  battalion 
of  guards,  with  the  regiment  of 
Bofe,  after  they  imagined  that 
they  had  nearly  carried  every  thing 
before  them,  were  warmly  en- 
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gaged  in  front,  flank  and  rear, 
not  only  with  fuch  parts  of  the 
routed  or  broken  enemy  who  had 
again  rallied,  but  with  a  part  of 
the  extremity  of  their  left  wing, 
which,  through  the  clofenefs  of 
the  wood,  had  been  palled,  un¬ 
broken  and  unobferved,  A  fimi- 
!ar  firing  was  continued  on  the 
left,  where  Webfter’s  corps  was 
engaged.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
71ft  regiment,  with  the  grena¬ 
diers,  and  the  fecond  battalion  ot 
guards,  which  were  in  the  center, 
being  uncertain  what  was  palfing 
on  either  hand,  but  hearing  the 
fire  advance  on  the  left,  continued 
to  move  on  along  the  road  through 
the  wood,  being  accompanied  by 
the  artillery,  which  kept  pace 
with  them,  and  followed  by  the 
cavalry.  The  guards  firft  gained 
the  cleared  ground,  near  Guild¬ 
ford  Court-houfe,  where  they 
found  a  corps  of  continental  in¬ 
fantry,  formed  in  the  open  field  on 
the  left  of  the  road. 

Though  the  enemy  were  much 
fuperior  in  number,  the  fecond 
battalion  of  guards,  glowing  with 
impatience  to  fignalize  themfelves, 
inftantly  attacked,  and  routed  them 
with  fuch  effeCt,  as  to  take  their 
cannon  ;  but  purfuing  them  with 
too  much  ardour  into  the  wood, 
they  were  fuddenly  thrown  into 
confufion  by  a  very  heavy  and  un¬ 
expected  fire }  and  being  inftantly 
charged  by  Col.  Wafhington,  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goons,  the  diforder  was  irretrieva¬ 
ble,  and  they  were  driven  back, 
and  purfued  into  the  field,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  two  6  pounders 
which  they  had  juft  taken.  The 
fortune  of  the  day,  at  this  inftant, 
teemed  only  to  hang  by  a  fingle 
hair.  The  critical  bringing  up  of 


two  3  pounders,  and  their  well- 
timed  and  well-direCted  fire,  un¬ 
der  the  conduCt  of  Lieutenant 
Macleod  of  the  artillery,  ferved 
to  repulfe,  or  at  leaft  to  keep  at 
bay,  the  cavalry  for  the  prefent, 
and  afforded  fome  leifure  for 
breathing  and  recovery  to  the 
guards.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
grenadiers,  with  the  7  i  ft  regiment, 
whofe  paflage  had  been  impeded 
by  fome  deep  ravines  they  fell  in 
with  on  their  wa},  began  to  ap¬ 
pear,  coming  out  of  the  wood  on 
the  right  ;  which  as  it  could  not 
fail  to  damp  the  enemy,  ferved 
equally  to  infpirit  the  royal 
troops,  and  to  facilitate  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  Brig.  Gen.  O’Hara  ; 
who,  notwithftanding  his  being 
forely  wounded,  was  ufing  the 
moft  fpirited  and  fuccefsful  exer¬ 
tions  in  rallying  the  guards.  They 
accordingly,  being  now  confirmed 
and  iupported  by  the  coming  up 
of  the  grenadiers,  returned  to  the 
charge  with  frefh  ardour ;  and  to 
render  the  affair  decifive,  the  23d 
regiment  arrived  at  that  inftant 
from  the  left,  and  Tarleton  came 
fweeping  on  with  his  cavalry. 
Such  a  conjunction  of  favourable 
circumftances  could  not  but  pro¬ 
duce  their  effeCt.  The  enemy 
were  attacked  on  all  fides  ;  de¬ 
feated  ;  and  not  only  loft  the  two 
firft  6  pounders,  which  they  had 
fo  lately  recovered,  but  two 
others,  being  the  whole  artillery 
which  they  had  brought  into  the 
field. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  33d 
regiment,  and  the  light  infantry 
of  the  guards,  after  long  aCtion, 
and  overcoming  many  difficulties, 
had  entirely  routed  the  corps 
which  were  oppofed  to  them  on 
the  left }  fo  that  the  aCtion  being 
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now  entirely  ended  on  that  fide, 
the  23d  and  71ft  regiments,  with 
part  of  the  cavalry,  were  difpatch- 
ed  in  purluit  of  the  flying  enemy. 
In  the  mean  time  a  heavy  firing 
was  liiil  continued  in  the  woods 
on  the  right,  where  the  firft  bat¬ 
talion  of  guards,  and  the  regiment 
of  Bofe,  had  their  hands  fully  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  militia,  in  a  fort 
of  action  which  was  entirely  fuited 
to  the  habits  and  genius  of  the 
latter.  The  appearance  of  the 
cavalry,  and  the  fpirited  attack 
made  by  Tarleton,  contributed 
much  to  extricate  thofe  regiments, 
and  to  occafion  the  difperfion  of 
the  militia  in  the  woods. 

Thus  ended  the  very  (harp, 
hard-fought,  and  exceedingly  di- 
verfified  attion  at  Guildford.  An 
adtion,  in  which  the  perfevering 
valour,  and  admirable  difcipline 
of  the  British  troops,  were  moft 
eminenlty  diftinguiflied.  Nothing 
lefs,  indeed,  than  an  unlimited 
portion  of  the  one,  and  an  une¬ 
qualled  perfection  in  the  other, 
could  have  triumphed  againft  fo 
great  a  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
luch  infuperable  difficulties  of 
ground.  Lord  Cornwallis  decla¬ 
red,  in  public  orders,  that  he 
fhould  ever  confider  it  as  the 
greateft  honour  of  his  life,  to  have 
been  placed  at  the  head  of  fo  gal¬ 
lant  an  army  5  and  the  merit  was 
fo  general,  that  every  corps,  and 
almoft  every  officer  above  the  rank 
of  a  fubaltern,  received  his  pub¬ 
lic  thanks  and  acknowledgments 
for  their  particular  and  diftin- 
guilhed  fervices.  Among  thel'e, 
we  rauft  not  forget  the  brave  Hef- 
fian  regiment  of  Bofe,  and  their 
gallant  commander,  Major  de  Buy, 

No  public  acknowledgment 
could  be  made  (nor  would  it  have 


been  adequate  if  there  could)  of 
the  noble  commander’s  own  me¬ 
rits  ;  which,  if  poifible,  were  more 
highly  diftinguiffied  on  this  day, 
than  in  the  moft  brilliant  of  his 
former  a&ions.  Notwithftanding 
an  exceeding  bad  ftate  of  health, 
he  Teemed  to  be  every  where  pre- 
fent  j  and  afforded  fupport  and  re¬ 
lief  to  every  corps  that  was  hard 
preffed.  It  was  then  no  wonder, 
that  two  horfes  were  ffiot  under 
him  ;  but  it  may  well  be  deemed 
luch,  that  he  e  leaped  himfelf  un¬ 
hurt. 

On  the  other  fide  it  mull  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  feveral  of  the 
American  corps  difputed  the  day 
with  great  conftancy  ;  and  that 
they  rallied  >  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  flood  feveral  fevere 
Ihocks,  with  a  perfeverance  and 
courage,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  veteran  troops.  The 
rebel  cavalry  very  much  diftin- 
guiffied  themfelves.  It  would  like- 
wife  feem,  that  Greene  fliewed  no 
common  lhare  of  ability,  in  the 
drawing  up  of  his  army,  the  choice 
of  his  ground,  and  luch  a  difpo- 
fition  of  his  force,  as  was  fuited 
both  to  its  nature  and  theirs.  Nor 
does  any  want  of  generalffiip  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  courle  and  conduct  of 
the  aftion.  The  exceeding  bad 
behaviour  of  the  firft  line,  both 
with  refpefl  to  effe£t  and  example, 
was  fufficient  to  have  introduced 
diforder  and  difmay  in  any  army  ; 
and  could  not  but  greatly  influence 
the  fortune  of  the  day. 

The  lots  on  the  Britifh  fide,  in 
any  comparative  eftimate,  drawn 
from  the  length,  circumftances, 
and  feverity  of  the  action,  would 
appear  very  moderate;  butifcon- 
fulered,  either  with  refpeCt  to  the 
number  of  the  army,  its  ability  to 
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bear  the  lofs,  or  the  intrinfic  va¬ 
lue  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  or 
were  difabled,  it  was  great  indeed. 
In  the  whole  it  exceeded  500 
men ;  of  whom,  though  Icar'cely 
a  fifth  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
many  died  afterwards  of  their 
wounds  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  a 
much  greater  number  were  dil- 
abled  from  all  future  fervice.  At 
any  rate,  the  army  was  deprived  of 
about  one-fourth  in  number  (and 
that  by  no  means  the  leaf:  effe (St¬ 
ive)  of  its  prefent  force.  The 
guards  loft  Col.  Stuart,  with  the 
Captains,  Schutz,  Maynard,  and 
Goodricke,  befides  fubalterns. 
Col.  Webder,  a  brave,  experi¬ 
enced,  and  diftinguilhed  officer, 
who  commanded  the  brigade  on 
the  left,  died  of  his  wounds,  to 
the  no  final!  lofs  of  the  fervice,  and 
the  very  great  regret  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  as  well  as  the  army.  The  Bri¬ 
gadier  -  Generals  O’Hara  and 
Howard,  as  well  as  Col.  Tarleton, 
and  feveral  other  officers,  were 
wounded. 

The  Americans  gave  no  fair 
{late  of  their  lofs  ;  which  would 
have  been  alone  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  concluding  it  to  be  very  confi- 
derable.  They  only  publiihed  an 
account  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  continental  troops,  who 
formed  but  a  fmall  part  of  their 
army.  It  was  faid,  that  all  the 
houfes  for  many  miles  round  were 
filled  with  their  wounded.  The 
adtion  was  fpread  through  fo  wide 
an  extent  of  country,  and  that  lb 
thickly  wooded,  that  the  vidtors 
could  form  no  eftimate  of  the  (lain. 
But  whatever  that  might  be,  their 
principal  lofs  confided  in  the  de- 
fertion  of  that  part  of  the  militia 
who  were  within  anv  reach  of 
home  5  for  they,  according  to  eda- 


blidied  cudom,  feized  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  being  difperfed  in  the 
woods  by  an  adtion,  to  make  the 
bed  of  their  way,  without  once 
looking  back.  Gen.  Greene  be- 
dowed  great  praifes  upon  the  bra¬ 
very  of  the  Virginia  militia,  and 
of  the  light  troops  under  Lee  and 
Wafhington,  as  well  as  of  the 
Virginia  and  Maryland  regulars. 
In  a  very  moded  letter  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Congrefs,  he  finishes 
himfielf  with  attributing  the  Britifh 
fuccefs  to  the  fiuperiority  of  their 
difcipline. 

Greene  retreated  with  the  con¬ 
tinental  forces,  and  fuch  part  as 
could  yet  be  collected  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  militia,  to  the  Reedy-Fork 
River,  which  he  palled  ;  and  fays 
himfelf,  that  he  halted  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ford,  which  was  only 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  lad 
lcene  cf  adtion,  until  he  was  join¬ 
ed  by  the  dragglers  ;  but  by  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  account,  we  are  to 
underhand,  that  be  did  not  dop 
until  he  arrived  at  the  iron  works 
on  Troublefome  Creek,  18  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle.  Indeed 
Greene  himfelf  dates  his  letter, 
on  the  following  day,  from  thofe 
very  iron  works  ;  but  edimates  the 
didance  at  little  more  than  half 
what  we  have  dated.  Without 
entering  at  ail  into  the  queftion, 
it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
however  the  Americans  were  rout¬ 
ed,  the  royal  forces  were  in  no 
condition  to  maintain  a  purfuit. 
Befides  that  the  troops  were  worn 
down  by  the  exceffive  fatigue  of  a 
confiderable  march  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  without  baiting,  and  that 
immediately  fucceeded  by  fo  long 
and  fo  toilfome  an  adtion,  their 
numerous  wounded,  who  were 
fcactered  over  an  exteniive  fpace 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


of  country,  required  the  rauft  im¬ 
mediate  attention  ;  but  to  render 
the  impediments  to  a  purl'uit  ut¬ 
terly  infurmountable,  the  enemy 
were  greatly  fuperior  in  cavalry, 
as  well  as  in  every  i'pecies  of  light 
troops. 

Such  was  the  penury  and  mife- 
rable  ftate  of  the  country,  that  the 
troops  were  without  bread  for  two 
days  that  they  contined  at  Guild¬ 
ford  ;  nor  could  even  forage  be 
procured  at  a  nearer  di  (lance  than 
nine  miles.  And  though  this 
victory  was  gained  at  the  entrance 
of  the  country  in  which  the  loy¬ 
al  ills  were  luppofed  to  he  nume¬ 
rous,  it  does  not  appear,  that  it 
was  capable  of  inducing  any  body 
of  that  people,  deferving  of  name 
or  confideration,  to  join  the  royal 
jg  k  army.  Under  tnefe  cir— 
cumflances,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  moved  with  the  army  to 
Bell’s  Mill,  on  the  Deep  River  j 
whither  the  baggage  had  been  fent 
before  the  aCtion  ;  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  70  of  the  word  ot  the 
wounded  behind,  at  the  New- 
Garden,  Quaker  Meeting-houfe, 
with  proper  abidance  and  accom¬ 
modation,  but  of  necelhty  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy. 

A  march  of  two  days  brought 
the  army  to  Bell’s  Mill,  where 
they  continued  two  more,  as  well 
to  afford  red;  to  the  troops,  as  to 
procure  fome  fcanty  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions.  The  neceflities  of  the 
army  in  general,  and  the  ditlreifes 
of  the  lick  and  wounded,  left  the 
marching  towards  Wilmington,  in 
order  to  obtain  thole  lupplies  and 
accommodations  which  were  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflary  to  both,  no 
longer  a  matter  of  choice.  1  hey 
accordingly  moved,  by  luch  ealy 
marches  as  fuited  the  eafe  and  con- 


[71 

venience  of  the  wounded,  towards 
Crofs-Creek,  upon  the  north-well 
branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  ; 
being  the  fame,  which  in  its  ori¬ 
gin,  and  long  after,  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Haw.  On  the 
way.  Lord  Cornwallis  ilfued  a 
proclamation,  and  ufed  every  other 
podible  means,  as  well  to  concili¬ 
ate  the  enemies,  and  to  encourage 
aad  call  forth  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  to  the  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  fupport.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear,  that  his  endea¬ 
vours  upon  this  occafion  were  at¬ 
tended,  even  after  a  very  fplendid 
victory,  with  any  greater  effect, 
than  they  had  hitherto  been,  in 
the  courle  of  his  long  peregrina¬ 
tion  through  different  parts  of  that 
province. 

Such  was  the  llrange  and  unto¬ 
ward  nature  of  this  unhappy  war, 
that  victory  now,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  feen  in  more  than  one  other 
inflance,  was  productive  of  all  the 
confequences  of  defeat.  The  news 
of  this  victory  in  England,  for  a 
while,  produced  the  ufual  efte&s 
upon  the  minds  ol  the  people  in 
general,  A  very  little  time  and 
reflection  gave  rife  to  other 
thoughts  ;  and  a  feries  of  victo¬ 
ries  caufed,  for  the  firft  time, 
the  beginning  of  a  general  defpair. 
The  faCt  was,  that  while  the  Bri- 
tifh  army  aftonifhed  both  the  old 
and  the  new  world,  by  the  great - 
nefs  of  its  exertions  and  the  rapi¬ 
dity  of  its  marches,  it  had  never 
advanced  any  nearer  even  to  the 
conqueft  of  North  Carolina.  And 
fuch  was  the  hard  fate  ol  the  vic¬ 
tors,  who  had  gained  io  much 
glory  at  Guildford,  as,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  abandon  a  part  cl  their 
wounded ;  and,  in  the  fecond,  to 
make  a  circuitous  retreat  of  200 
[E]  4  mile*. 
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miles,  before  they  could  find  fhel- 
ter  or  reft. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  been 
taught  to  expert,  from  all  the  in¬ 
formation  which  he  received,  that 
Crofs-Creek  lay  in  fo  plentiful  a 
country,  that  it  would  be  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  proper  place  for  afford¬ 
ing  fome  days  repofe  and  refrefti- 
ment  to  his  troops.  But,  to  his 
great  difappointment,  he  found, 
upon  his  arrival,  that  this  intelli¬ 
gence  was  of  the  ufual  value,  and 
that  neither  provifions  nor  forage 


were  to  be  procured.  This  was 
rendered  the  more  grievous,  upon 
alfo  difcovering,  that  the  windings 
of  the  river  rendered  the  naviga¬ 
tion  fo  tedious,  that  the  troops 
could  not  benefit  of  that  mode  of 
conveyance.  At  length,  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  army  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Wilmington,  on  the 
7 th  of  April,  put  an  end,  for  the 
prefent,  to  the  unceafing  toils, 
and  unfpeakable  hardlhips,  which 
they  had  undergone  during  the 
three  pall  months. 


CHAP.  V. 


Expedition  to  Virginia  under  General  Arnold .  State  oj  grievances  which 
led  to  the  mutiny  in  the  American  army,  Penfylvania  line ,  after  a  fcuffle 
with  their  officers,  march  off  from  the  camp,  and  chuje  a  Jerjeant  to  be 
their  leader.  Meffage,  and  flag  of  truce,  produce  no  fat  1  factory  anjwer 
from  the  infurgents,  who  proceed  firfi  to  Middle- Brook,  and  then  to 
Prince-Town .  Meajures  ufed by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  profit  of  this  de¬ 
fection.  He  paffes  over  to  Staten- Ifiand,  and  fends  agents  to  make  ad¬ 
vantageous  propofals  to  the  mutineers.  Propofals  for  an  accommodation , 
founded  on  a  redref  oj  grievances,  made?  by  Gen.  Reed,  and  favourably 
received  by  the  infurgents  ;  who  march  from  Prince-Town  to  Trenton 
upon  the  Delaware,  and  deliver  up  the  agents  f  rom  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
Gri  evances  redreffed,  and  matters  finally  fettled  by  a  committee  of  the 
congrefs.  Ravages  made  by  Arnold  in  Virginia,  draw  the  attention  of 
the  French,  as  well  as  the  Americans,  to  that  country .  Gen  Wajhing- 
ton  dif patches  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  f  orces  to  its  relief.  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Chefapeak,  concerted  by  M.  de  Ternay ,  and  the  Count  Ro- 
chambeau,  at  Rome  Ifiand,  for  the  fame  pttrpofe ,\and  to  cut  off  Gen. 
Arnold's  retreat.  Admirals  Arbuthnot  and  Graves  encounter  the  French 
feet,  and  overthrow  all  their  dejigns  in  the  Chefapeak.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis's  departure  to  Wilmington,  enables  General  Greene  to  direct  his 
operations  to  South  Carolina.  Situation  of  Lord  Rawdon  at  Camden . 
American  army  appears  before  that  place.  Greene  attacked  in  his  camp , 
and  defeated .  General  revolt  in  the  interior  country  of  South  Carolina. 
Difficulties  of  Lord  Rawdon' s  Jituation,  notwithfiandin g  his  victory. 
Obliged  to  abandon  Camden,  and  retire  to  Ne fen's  Ferry,  where  he 
paffes  the  Santee.  Britifh  pofis  taken,  and  general  hofility  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  Great  havock  made  by  the  General's  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Extreme  difficulties  oj  Lord  Lornwalhs' s  jituation  at  M't Inti ngton. 
Undertakes  a  long  march  to  -Virginia',  arrives  at  Peterfburgh,  and 
receives  an  account  of  Gen •  Phillips  s  death .  Arrival  of  three  regiments 
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from  Ireland  at  Charles-  Town,  enables  Lord  Rawdcn  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Ninety-Six.  Gen.  Greene ,  having  jailed  in  his  attempt  to  take 
the  fort  by  Jiorm,  raij'es  the  fiege ,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britijh  army , 
and  is  idgoroufly,  but  ineffettiudly  purfued.  Works  at  Ninety-fix  lie- 
Jlroyed ,  and  the  place  abandoned.  Lord  Rawdon  marches  to  the  Conga - 
rees  ;  is  dijappotnted  in  the  expedited  junction  of  Col.  Stuart ,  and  narrowly 
ef  capes  being  Jurrounded  by  the  enemy ,  who  had  intercepted  the  intelligence 
oj  Stuart's  failure.  He  forces  his  way  through  Congaree  creek ,  and  is 
joined  by  Col.  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh.  Gen.  Greene  advances  to  attack 
the  Britijh  army ,  but  retires  again  in  the  night.  Campaign  clofes,  and 
fituation  of  the  hoflile  forces  during  the  ftckly  Jeafon.  Incredible  hard - 
(hips  fujlainedy  and  difficulties  furmountedy  by  the  Britijh  troops  in  the 
two  Carolinas . 


DURING  thefe  tranfaftions 
in  the  Carolinas,  Mr.  Ar¬ 
nold,  who  acted  as  brigadier- 
general  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  was 
difpatched  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  Virginia } 
and  perhaps  likewise  under  an  ex¬ 
pectation,  that  his  former  name 
and  character  would  have  drawn 
large  bodies  of  thofe,  who  were 
reprefented  as  having  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  return  to  their  alle¬ 
giance,  to  his  ftandard.  His 
force,  upon  this  expedition,  con¬ 
fined  of  the  Edinburgh  regiment, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dundas, 
eftimated  at  600  men  ;  of  a  mixed 
American  corps,  compofed  of  horfe 
and  foot,  called  the  Queen’s 
Ranger’s,  of  about  the  fame  num¬ 
ber,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Simcoe  ;  of  Col.  Robinfon’s  pro¬ 
vincials,  and  of  a  frnall  corps  of 
200  men,  which  Arnold  himfelf 
had  been  able  to  raife  at  New 
York  j  the  whole  force  amounting 
to  near  1700  men.  This  expedi¬ 
tion  being  conducted  and  lupport- 
ed,  by  fuch  a  naval  force  as  was 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice, 
enabled  Gen.  Arnold,  who  arri¬ 
ved  in  the  Chefapea.k  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  new  year,  to  do  infinite 
mifichief  on  the  rivers,  and  along 
the  coalts  of  Virginia. 


In  the  mean  time,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  many  internal  as  well  as 
external  difficulties  and  dangers 
to  encounter.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  well-founded 
complaints,  and  the  great  dil'con- 
tents  which  prevailed  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army.  Thefe  in  a  great 
meafure  proceeded  from  the  flow- 
nefs  of  feveral  of  the  ftates,  in  fur- 
niffiing  their  refpe£ive  quotas, 
whether  of  men,  money,  provi- 
fions,  or  cloathing,  for  the  l'upply 
of  the  army.  This  evil  was  the 

J 

more  intolerable,  from  the  hope- 
lelfnefs  of  redrefs  ;  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  coercive  power,  equal 
to  its  remedy.  But  though  this 
was  in  a  great  meafure  beyond  the 
reach  of  congrefs,  they  did  not 
efcape  much  cenfure  with  refpeCt 
to  matters  which  fell  immediately 
within  their  power  as  well  as  cog¬ 
nizance. 

Their  ignorance  in  finance,  and 
their  many  errors  in  the  whole 
ceconomy  of  the  war,  were  often 
animadverted  on  with  great  feve- 
ri ty  by  their  warmed:  partizans. 
It  is  not  indeed  eafy  to  conceive* 
how  a  body  annually  elected,  con¬ 
tinually  changing  in  almoft  all  its 
parts,  and  drawn  from  countries 

remote 
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remote  from  the  feat  and  center  of 
bufinefs,  could  avoid  falling  into 
many.  The  annual  election  fe- 
cored  the  fidelity  of  the  deputies ; 
but  it  neceifarily  detracted  fome- 
thing  from  the  uniformity  and  f y  1— 
tem  of  public  bufinefs.  The  fall 
of  the  currency  was  a  grievous 
Mow  to  the  Americans,  which 
perhaps  no  ability  could  perfectly 
prevent  or  remedy.  From  hence 
the  grievances  and  diftreffes  of  the 
army  equalled,  if  not  exceeded, 
their  complaints  and  difcontents  * 
and  occasioned  the  resignation  of 
many  of  their  belt  officers,  as  well 
gs.  the  defertion  of  fpme  faithful 
Soldiers,  who  thereby  gave  up  the 
whole  of  their  long-due  arrears, 
and  whom  nothing  elfe  could  have 
induced  to  abandon  their  colours. 
To  render  their  condition  the  more 
grievous,  while  the  troops  were 
little  lefs  than  literally  naked,  it 
was  laid,  that  cloathing  for  5000 
men  had  been  purchafed  and  paid 
for  in  France  long  before  j  and 
that  through  fome  unaccountable 
fuptnenefs,  another  large  quantity 
had  lain  at  Cape  Franpois  for 
above  eighteen  months.  But  the 
molt  intolerable  grievance  to  the 
lihld'iery,  was  an  aft  of  real  injuf- 
tice,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith !  for  through  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  feveral  of  the  fcates  in  not 
lending  their  allotted  fup ply  of 
new  troops,  many  of  the  ibldiers 
were  compelled  to  ferve  far  beyond 
the  term  of  their  enlifiment,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  obtain  any  fatis- 
faCtion,  with  refpeCt  to  their  ar¬ 
rears,  or  even  any  hope  of  a  dif- 
charge. 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances, 
the  mutiny  which  took  place  in 
W affiington’s  arm}',  at  the  open¬ 
ing'  of  the  new  year,  is  much  Ids 
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a  matter  of  furprize,  than  its  not 
having  happened  earlier,  being 
more  general,  and  much  more  ru¬ 
inous  in  its  confequences. 

The  Penfylvania  line,  which 
was  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  in 
the  Jerfies,  unable  longer  to  fup- 
prefs  their  difcontents,  , 
turned  out  to  the  num-  A  , 
ber  of  about  1300  men,  ‘ 
declaring  that  they  would  not  ferve 
any  longer,  unlefs  their  grievan¬ 
ces  were  redrelTed  ;  particularly 
with  refpedt  to  their  pay,  cloath¬ 
ing,  and  provifions,  the  two  firft 
of  which  they  had  not  received  at 
ail,  and  there  were  great  deficien¬ 
cies  in  the  account  of  the  laft.  The 
intervention  of  the  officers  occali- 
oned  a  riot,  in  which  one  of  them 
was  killed,  and  four  wounded  ; 
iome  of  the  mutineers  were  like- 
wife  wounded.  They  then  col¬ 
lected  the  artillery,  {lores,  provi- 
fions,  and  waggons,  appertaining 
to  their  divifion,  with  all  of  which 
they  marched  in  good  order  out  of 
camp.  As  they  palled  Gen. 
Wayne’s  quarters,  he  lent  to  re- 
queft  of  them  to  defift,  and  to  re- 
monilrate  with  them  on  the  fatal 
confequences  which  mail  attend 
their  proceeding  any  farther.  His 
reprefentations  produced  no  effeCt; 
they  continued  their  march  until 
evening,  and  then  chofe  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  piece  of  ground  for 
their  encampment,  with  the  fame 
caution  as  if  they  had  been  in  an 
enemy’s  country.  They  likewife 
elected  officers  from  their  own  bo¬ 
dy  j  and  appointed  a  ferjeant- 
majcf,  who  had  been  a  deferter 
from  the  Brjtilh  army,  to  be  their 
commander,  with  the  rank  and 
title  of  Major-General  ;  on  the 
following  day  they  marched  to 
Middle* Brook,  and  on  the  third 

to 
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to  Prince-Town.  A  meffage  was 
lent  to  them  on  the  fecond  day 
from  camp,  defiring  to  know  their 
intentions  ;  but  this  they  refufed 
to  receive.  A  flag  of  truce  was 
afterwards  lent;  but  no  general  or 
fatisfaclory  anfwer  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  fome  laid,  that  they  had 
ferved  three  years  againft  their  in¬ 
clination,  and  would  ferve  no 
longer ;  whilft  others  made  a  full 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  the 
price  of  return. 1 

As  foonv  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  received  intelligence  of  this 
defection  in  the  army  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  left  no  means  untried  that 
could  turn  it  to  advantage  ;  and 
indeed  it  feemed  to  lead  to  confe- 
quences  of  no  fmall  importance. 
Three  Americans  went  as  agents 
to  the  infurgents ;  and  were  em¬ 
powered  to  make  the  following 
propofals  to  them  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  viz.  To  be  taken 
under  the  protection  of  the  Britilh 
government  ;  to  have  a  free  par¬ 
don  for  all  pad  offences  ;  to  have 
the  pay  due  to  them  from  Congrels 
faithfully  paid,  without  any  ex¬ 
pectation  of  military  fervice  in 
return,  although  it  would  be  receiv¬ 
ed  if  voluntarily  offered  ;  and  the 
only  conditions  required  on  their 
fide,  were  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance.  It 
was  alfo  recommended  to  them,  to 
move  behind  the  South  River ;  and 
an  affurance  was  given,  that  a  body 
of  Britifh  troops  fhould  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  their  protection,  when¬ 
ever  they  defired  it.  The  inability 
of  congrefs  to  latisfy  their  juft  de¬ 
mands,  and  the  feverity  with 
which  they  would  be  treated  if 
they  returned  to  their  former  fer- 
vitude,  were  points  to  be  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  agents  j  and  the  in- 
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furgents  were  required  to  fend 
perl'ons  to  Amboy  to  meet  others 
who  would  be  appointed  by  the 
general,  in  order  to  difcufs  and 
fettle  the  treaty,  and  bring  matters 
to  a  final  conclufion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  notwithftanding  the 
feverity  of  the  feafon,  paffed  over 
to  Staten  Ifland,  with  a  large  body 
of  troops,  where  they  were  can¬ 
toned  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be 
in  readinefs  for  moving  at  the 
fhorteft  notice  ;  while  fuch  mea- 
fures  were  taken  in  the  naval  de¬ 
partment,  as  were  neceftary  for 
their  immediate  paffmg  over  to 
the  continent,  whenever  circum- 
ftances  might  require  their  aCting. 
This  was  as  much  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  could  yet  venture  to  do. 
If  he  had  attempted  more,  it  would 
have  been  liable' to  have  over¬ 
thrown  every  hope  in  the  onfet. 
If  he  had  paffed  over  to  the  conti¬ 
nent,  befides  exciting  a  general 
alarm,  it  would  have  been  the 
probable  means  of  throwing  the 
mutineers  direCtly  back  into  the 
arms  of  the  enemy.  The  mea- 
fures  purfued,  were  thole  only 
which  with  fafety  and  prudence 
could  be  ventured  upon,  until  the 
temper  and  deligns  of  the  infur¬ 
gents  were  farther  known  ;  the 
revolt  was  properly  encouraged, 
an  afylum,  with  other  advantages, 
were  held  out,  and  it  was  ealily 
feen  that  greater  would  be  grant¬ 
ed.  Various  other  meffages  and 
propofals,  but  much  to  the  fame 
effeCt  or  tendency  with  the  former, 
were  afterwards  lent  ;  though  the 
Jerley  militia  had  grown  lb  watch¬ 
ful  both  of  the  coafts  and  the  inte¬ 
rior  roads,  that  the  communication 
became  extremely  difficult. 

After  leveral  days  ftay  at  Prince- 

T  own. 
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Town,  the  mutineers,  inftead  of  pay,  cloathing,  provifions,  and 
returning  towards  the  Brftilh  arrears,  were  adjufred  to  their  ia- 
boundaries,  as  was  on  our  fide  pro-  tisfaCtion  ;  and,  however  grievous 
pofed  and  hoped,  gave  an  uner-  it  was  to  the  committee,  and 


ring  indication  of  the  unfavour- 
ablenels  of  their  difpofition,  by 
t  advancing  to  Trenton, 

Re  on  the  Delaware  ;  a  dis¬ 
tance  which  cut  off  every  idea  of 
connection  or  of  their  at  all  ac¬ 
ceding  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  pro- 
pofals  ;  and  a  meafure  which  held 
out  a  mod  fatal  omen  to  two  of 
his  unfortunate  emiffaries,  who 
were  ftill  in  their  hands.  For, 
previous  to  their  departure  from 
Prince-Town,  a  printed  paper 
of  propofals  for  an  accommodation, 
figned  by  General  Reed,  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  executive  council  of 
Rate  in  Penlylvania,  was  circulat¬ 
ed  among  the  infurgents  ;  and  on 
the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  an  anfwer,  in  general  very 
favourable,  but  requiring  fome 
auxiliary  conditions,  (and  thole 
not  unreafonable)  was  returned, 
^  ith  the  approbation  of  the  whole 
by  the  board  of  ferjeants,  who 
formed  their  grand  committee,  or 
council  1  and  as  an  earned;  of  their 
conciliatory  difpofition,  or,  as  they 
laid,  to  remove  every  doubt  of 
fufpieion  and  jealoufy,  they  deli¬ 
vered  up  the  two  unhappy  emif- 
iaries  from  New  York,  who  were 
accordingly  hanged  without  Cere¬ 
mony. 

A  committee  of  the  congrefs,  of 
which  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Wi- 
therfpoon  were  members,  was  at  e 
length  lent  to  treat  with  them  at 
Trenton,  and  the  matters  in  dif¬ 
ference  were  finally  fettled  to¬ 
wards  tire  end  of  the  month.  Be- 
fid.es  a  total  oblivion  with  refpeCl 
to  the  pail  conduCt  of  the  muti¬ 
neers,  the  matters  with  refpect  to 


weakening  to  the  fervice,  they 
were  obliged  to  confent  to  the 
difeharge  of  thofe,  who  had  duly 
ferved  out  the  term  of  their  enlilF- 
ment.  A  fimilar  difturbance  in 
the  New  Jerfey  line,  which  was 
ftationed  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
North  River,  was  accommodated 
in  the  fame  manner  $  but  in  much 
lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  trouble. 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  Wafhington,  who  was  en¬ 
camped  on  the  New  York  fide  of 
the  river,  did  not  make  the  fmall- 
eft  movement  on  account  of  thel'e 
diferders  5  nor  does  it  appear  that 
he  took  any  part  at  at  all  in  the  tran- 
faCtions  or  meafures  that  enfued. 
It  feemed  either  as  if  he  could 
not  rely  upon  the  temper  of  the 
troops  under  his  own  immediate 
command,  or  as  if  he  confidered 
the  claims  of  the  infurgents  to  be 
weil  founded,  and  admitted  their 
wrongs  as  a  j unification  of  their 
irregularities.  Perhaps,  upon  the 
whole,  he  w.as  not  forry  that  the 
congrefs,  as  well  as  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  feveral  Rates,  lhould 
have  been  in  feme  degree  rouzed 
and  enlivened  by  fuch  a  fpur. 

Nothing  could  afford  a  more 
Rriking  inftance  of  the  general 
unfavourable  difpofition  of  the 
Americans,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Britifh  government,  than  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  infurgeets  upon  this 
occafion ;  whp,  lmarting  under 
their  wrongs,  in  that  heat  of  tem¬ 
per  which  could  alone  produce 
and  fupport  their  violences,  and 
lurrqunded  by  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  rendered  them- 
felves  liable,  yet,  not  only  rejected 

the 


1 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [77 


the  fecurity  and  favourable  offers 
held  out  to  them  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  but,  as  an  indelible  mark 
of  their  irreconcileable  enmity, 
delivered  up  to  deftruttion  the  un¬ 
happy  men  who  had  a£ted  as  his 
agents. 

The  ravages  made  by  Arnold  in 
Virginia,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  of  the 
French  at  Rhode  Ifland,  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  quarter.  The  former 
were  now  attacked,  in  their  mod 
fenfible,  as  well  as  mod  vulnerable 
part.  The  haovck  made  in  that 
country,  went  directly  to  the  de- 
ftruttion  of  the  very  fources  of  the 
war,  and  to  the  annihilation  of  all 
their  hopes  of  independency. 
With  a  numerous  and  warlike  peo¬ 
ple  ;  with  confiderable  refources, 
more  perhaps  than  any  province  in 
America,  that  country,  from  its 
peculiar  fttuation,  and  from  the 
modes  of  building,  planting,  and 
living,  adopted  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  is  more  open  and  expofed 
than  any  other,  and,  unlefs  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  confiderable  army,  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  weak  in  every  point  of 
defence.  In  a  word,  it  mull  in 
its  prefent  ftate,  lie  at  the  mercy, 
in  all  its  moft  valuable  parts,  of 
whatever  enemy  is  matter  of  the  bay 
of  Chefapeak,  and  confequently  of 
the  rivers. 

This  circumftance  was  fo  well 
underttood,  that  thofe  who  cen- 
fured  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
commanders,  and  the  plan  of  the 
war,  had  frequently  made  it  one 
of  their  principal  grounds  of  at¬ 
tack,  that  they  had  not  more 
early  adopted  operations  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature.  They  pretended,  that 
a  powerful  army  was  kept  idle  and 
ufelefs  at  New  York,  whilft  a 
right  application  of  a  proper  part 


of  that  force  to  the  fouthward, 
would  have  brought  the  war  to  a 
fpeedy  and  happy  conclufton. 
They  went  fo  far  back  in  their 
ftriCtures,  as  to  the  time  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  being  left  to  profe- 
cute  the  war  in  South  Carolina, 
when,  they  fay,  that  he  was  not 
only  left  in  too  weak  a  ftate  to 
profecute  it  with  effeCt  and  deci¬ 
sion,  but  that  he  was  particularly 
ftripped  of  the  beft  and  moft  aCtive 
part  of  the  forces  ;  of  that  part 
which  was  peculiarly  fuited  to  the 
nature  of  the  war  and  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  which,  if  not  totally  ufe¬ 
lefs,  could  not  all  be  'wanted,  in 
that  quiet  and  defenfive  kind  of 
fervice  which  prevailed  at  Nevr- 
York.  They  likewife  faid,  that 
the  expedition  under  Gen.  Leflie 
Ihould  have  taken  place  much  ear¬ 
lier,  and  that  the  force  Ihould  have 
been  three  times  greater  than  it 
really  was  ;  by  which  means,  as 
they  pretend,  Greene  would  not 
only  have  been  prevented  from 
patting  to  the  fouthward,  but,  if 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  the  force 
which  he  ought  in  the  Carolinas, 
nothing  could  prevent  his  jun&ion 
with  Leflie  in  the  heart  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  and  the  reduction  of  all  the 
fouthern  colonies,  mutt  have  been 
the  immediate  and  inevitable  con- 
fequence.  They  even  carried  their 
ftridtures  to  the  prefent  expedition 
under  Arnold  ;  which,  they  laid, 
Ihould  have  been  committed  to 
Gen.  Philips,  «with  a  force  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  greatnefs  and  import¬ 
ance  of  the  obje6t ;  a  meafure, 
according  to  them,  which  would 
in  a  very  confiderable  degree  have 
compenfated  for  l'ome  of  the  former 
errors  and  negle£b. 

To  this  it  has  been  anfwered, 
that  the  commander  in  chief  could 

not 
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not  have  known,  when  he  returned 
with  part  of  the  army  from  Charles- 
Town,  that  the  campaign  would 
have  been  inactive  on  the  fide  of 
New  York  ;  and  that  the  meafures 
which  he  immediately  purfued  on 
his  arrival,  fufHciently  indicated 
an  intention  of  rendering  it  other- 
wife.  The  arrival  of  the  French 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  expectation 
of  the  great  force  under  Guichen, 
and  the  plan  laid  between  them 
and  the  Americans,  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  war,  by  a  decilive  blow 
upon  himfelf  at  New  York,  could 
not  but  greatly  have  affeCted  all 
his  meafures,  and  necelfarily  re¬ 
frained  his  operations.  The  nu¬ 
merous  and  extenlive  pods  of  New 
York  and  its  dependent  iflands,  re¬ 
quired  nothing  lefs  than  an  army  for 
the  mere  purpofe  of  defence. 

Time  and  events  have  fhewn, 
that  thefe  divided  operations  which 
were  long  called  for  by  feveral  mi¬ 
litary  critics,  when  at  length  they 
were  adopted,  were  far  from  mak- 
ing  good  the  plaufible  arguments  on 
which  they  were  undertaken. 

The  diftreffes  and  danger  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  obliged  Walhington,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  weaknels,  to  de¬ 
tach  2000  of  his  bell  troops,  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  to  the  relief  of  that, 
his  native  country.  ,  The  French 
at  Rhode  Iiland  thought  an  op¬ 
portunity  now  offered  of  atoning 
for  their  paft  inactivity,  by  a  moft 
effential  fervice  to  their  allies,  in 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  Arnold 
and  his  party  from  the  Chefapeak  ; 
an  event,  in  which  the  taking  him 
pri  loner  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
been  the  leaf  pleafmg  part  of  the 
feivice.  Bcfides  fume  late  increafe 
to  their  naval  force,  they  were  the 
farther  encouraged,  to  this  enter- 


prize,  by  the  misfortune  which  the 
Britifb  fquadron  had  newly  ful- 
tained,  in  a  dreadful  tempeft.  In 
this  calamity,  the  Culloden,  a 'fine 
new  (hip  of  74  guns,  was  totally 
loll }  the  Bedford,  of  the  fame 
force,  was  difmafted  and  much  da¬ 
maged  ;  and  the  America  had  been 
feparated,  and  driven  fo  far  to  lea, 
that  her  fituation,  and  even  exift- 
ence,  were  for  fome  time  matters  of 
uncertainty. 

But  previous  to  the  intended  ex¬ 
pedition,  in  which  2000  land 
forces  were  to  bear  a  part,  the 
French  difpatched  a  Ihip  of  the 
line,  with  fome  frigates,  to  the 
Chefapeak,  with  a  view  as  well  of 
furprizing  the  fmall  marine  force 
in  that  bay,  as  of  dilcovering  the 
exaCt  ftate  of  affairs  in  Virginia. 
This  fmall  fquadron,  befides  great¬ 
ly  alarming  Arnold,  who  was  re¬ 
turned  from  an  expedition  up  the 
river  James  to  his  principal  poft 
at  Portfmouth,  had  the  fortune  to 
fall  in  with  and  take  the  Romulus 
man  of  war  of  44  guns,  which 
was  totally  unfufpicious  of  dan¬ 
ger- 

The  Bedford’s  mails  being  fpeed- 
ily  replaced  by  thofe  of  the  Cullo¬ 
den,  which  had  been  fortunately 
faved  from  the  wreck,  the  Britilh 
fleet,  under  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  was  much  fooner 
in  a  condition  to  oppofe  the  defigns 
of  the  enemy,  than  they  had  by 
any  means  apprehended.  Count 
Rochambeau,  having  embarked 
with  the  land  forces,  the  French 
fleet,  under  M.  de  T ernay,  failed 
from  Rhode  Ifland  on  the  8th  of 
March,  and  were  intercepted  off 
Cape  Henry  on  the  1 6th,  by  the 
Englifh,  who  had  departed  two 
days  later  from  Gardner’s  Bay. 
The  oppofite  fleets  were  well  poif  • 

*  ed 
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ed  in  point  of  ftrength  j  the  fupe- 
rionty  of  a  few  guns  on  the  fide  of 
the  Englilt,  being  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  much 
greater  number  of  men  on  the 
other.  The  line  was  compofed  of 
eight  {hips  on  each  fide,  including 
the  Romulus  of  40  guns  in  the 
one,  and  the  Adamanc  of  fifty  in 
the  other. 

A  partial  engagement  took  place, 
in  which  nearly  the  whole  weight 
of  the  adtion  fell  upon  the  Robuft, 
Europe,  and  the  Prudent.  The 
coming  up  of  the  Chips  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  at  length  relieved  the  van, 
who  had  been  expofed  to  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  French 
line  being  then  foon  broken,  they 
gave  way,  and  began  to  form  a 
new  one  at  fome  diltance.  The 
admiral  endeavoured  to  purfue  his 
advantage,  by  prefiing  upon  the 
enemy,  and  renewing  the  adtion  ; 
but  the  three  Chips  which  were 
firCl  engaged  had  buffered  fo  much 
in  their  rigging,  that  two  of  them 
were  become  lo  abfolutely  unma¬ 
nageable,  as  to  be  taken  in  tow, 
and  even  the  third  was  too  much 
difabled,  in  any  degree  to  fuftain  a 
purfuit.  Thefe  circumftances 
prevented  the  Admiral  from  being 
able  to  render  the  adtion  decifive. 
The  enemy,  without  an  abfolute 
flight,  had  by  their  manoeuvres 
gained  a  dillance  of  three  or  four 
leagues  in  the  forming  of  their 
line  ;  and  as  they  were  determined 
not  to  come  to  clofe  action,  it  was 
now  out  of  his  power  to  force  them 
to  it. 

He,  however,  obtained,  in  part, 
the  elfential  benefits  and  the  de- 
monftrations  of  vidtory.  He  cut 
the  enemy  off  from  the  Chefapeak, 
who  were  accordingly  obliged  to 
return  without  landing  their  troops. 
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and  without  effe fling  any  one  of 
the  purpofes  of  the  expedition  ; 
and  they  were  reduced  to  l'ubmit 
to  the  hard  neceffity  and  very 
grievous  mortification  of  feeing  the 
whole  plan  of  the  Virginia  cam¬ 
paign  diiconcerted,  and  all  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  willies  of  their  allies 
fru  lira  ted . 

Such  was  Arnold’s  efcape  from,  * 
probably,  the  moll  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  in  which  he  had  ever  been  in¬ 
volved.  The  lofs  of  men  was  but 
trifling  on  the  Britilh  fide,  and 
was  aimoll  entirely  confined  to  the 
three  Chips  which  were  firll  engag¬ 
ed  ;  thirty  only  were  fluin,  and 
about  leventy  wounded.  This, 
like  every  other  naval  adtion  in 
the  war,  underwent  much  criti- 
cifm.  It  appears  that  the  weather 
was  very  l'qually  and  unfavoura¬ 
ble  i  and,  befides  other,  perhaps, 
more  cogent  reafons,  it  has  or 
may  be  advanced,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral,  that  there  are  few  cir- 
cumftances,  in  v/hich  it  is  not  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  to  force  an  ene¬ 
my  to  clofe  and  decifive  adtion  ac 
lea,  who  is  abfolutely  determined 
to  ufe  all  polfible  means  for  evad¬ 
ing  that  refult;  and  that  all  vigorous 
attempts  for  the  purpofe,  mull  be 
liable  to  the  rifque  of  engaging  un¬ 
der  fome  difadvantage. 

The  fleet  was  detained,  by  the 
badnefs  cf  the  weather,  for  fome 
time  in  the  Chefapeak  ;  which 
neceflarily  delayed  its  purluit  of 
the  enemy.  During  Marck 
that  interval,  a  con¬ 
voy  arrived  from  New  York,  with 
Major-Gen.  Philips,  and  about 
20GO  choice  troops  on  board.  The 
long  durance  which  that  ditlin- 
guilhed  officer,  with  his  fellows  of 
the  convention  army,  had  under¬ 
gone,  having  been  happily  termi¬ 
nated. 
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nated,  by  a  new  cartel,  which 
had  been  fome  months  before  con¬ 
cluded,  he  was  now  appointed  to 
take  the  chief  command  in  Virgi¬ 
nia. 

The  departure  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  to  Wilmington,  having  left 
South  Carolina  open,  Gen.  Greene 
did  not  negleft  the  opportunity  of 
directing  his  views  to  that  pro¬ 
vince.  An  experiment  upon  an 
untried  enemy,  was  fatisfa&ory  in 
the  defign,  and  afforded  room  for 
hope  in  the  execution  5  at  the 
word:,  he  could  not  reafonably 
apprehend  falling  into  rougher 
hands,  than  thofe  which  he  had 
fo  recently  encountered.  But  it 
was  alfo,  in  reality,  that  vulne¬ 
rable  part,  to  which  a  judicious 
commander  muff  neceffarily  have 
dire&ed  his  operations.  He  had, 
however,  {till,  a  vigilant  enemy 
to  encounter,  from  whom  no  ad¬ 
vantage  could  be  cheaply  pur- 
chafed. 

The  communications  were  fo 
entirely  cut  6ff,  that  Lord  Raw- 
don  had  no  manner  of  knowledge 
of  the  movements  of  the  Britilh 
army  after  the  battle  of  Guild¬ 
ford  ;  much  lefs  could  he  have  the 
moft  diitant  idea,  of  the  hard  ne- 
ceffity  which  compelled  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  to  fly  from  the  arms  of  vic¬ 
tory,  abandon  the  line  of  opera¬ 
tion,  and  by  a  moft  difficult  march 
of  200  miles,  retire  out  of  the 
way  to  Wilmington.  He  could 
not  therefore  but  be  aftoniflied 
at  receiving  intelligence,  that 
Greene,  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
ruined,  or  at  lead  as  having  fled 
to  Virginia,  was  in  full  march  to 
South  Carolina,  with  a  view  of 
attacking  him  at  Camden.  He 
was  like  wife  informed,  about  the 
fame  time,  that  Col.  Lee  had 
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eroded  the  Pedee,  and  joined  Ma¬ 
rion  on  the  Black  Creek,  or  river, 
with  an  apparent  view  of  entering 
the  province  on  the  eaftern  border. 
Lord  Rawdon  judicioufly  con¬ 
ceived,  that  this  movement  was 
only  a  feint,  fubfervient  to  the 
principal  defign  ;  intending  there¬ 
by,  to  induce  him  to  a  divifion  of 
his  fmall  force,  and  to  draw  him 
away  from  Camden,  whilft  Greene 
Ihould  in  the  mean  time,  by  forced 
marches  through  a  deferred  coun¬ 
try,  from  whence  no  intelligence 
of  his  approach  could  be  received, 
furprize  that  weakened  poll  in  his 
abfence.  From  this  right  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  defign,  the  meafure 
produced  a  directly  contrary  effect 
to  that  which  was  intended ;  for 
inflead  of  Lord  Rawdon’s  going 
himfelf  or  detaching,  to  refill  the 
diverfion  on  that  fide,  it  occafioned 
his  immediately  recalling  Lieut, 
Col.  Watfon,  who  had  been  long 
employed  with  a  confiderable  de¬ 
tachment,  for  the  prote&ion  of  the 
eaftern  frontier. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  doubtful 
reports  which  had  before  reached 
him  were  now  confirmed,  and 
he  received  clear  information  of 
Greene’s  approach  ;  and  though 
he  was  totally  ignorant  of  his 
force,  yet  being  equally  in  the 
dark  with  refpeft  to  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  fituation,  and  having  no 
particular  inftrudlions  for  his  gui¬ 
dance,  he  thought  it  his  duty,  at 
all  events,  to  maintain  his  poft. 
In  thefe  circumftances  it  was 
highly  vexatious,  that  although 
fome  of  the  militia  Ihewed  great 
zeal  and  fidelity,  in  coming  from 
confiderable  diftances  to  offer  their 
lervices,  yet  the  fcanty  ftate  of 
provifions  prevented  him  from  be¬ 
ing  able  to  benefit  of  their  afiift- 

ance, 
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ance,  excepting  only  thofe,  whole 
particular  fituation  expoled  them 
to  fuffer  from  the  enemy,  and  who 
were,  on  that  account,  received 
within  the  pod. 

April  19th.  At  lenSt!l’  Ge"eral 
7  Oreene  appeared  m 

full  view.  The  paucity  of  troops, 
and  the  exthnfivenefs  of  the  pods 
which  they  had  to  defend,  were 
fiifficient  motives  with  the  Britiih 
commander,  for  not  rifquing  the 
lofs  of  men,  by  any  attempt  to 
harrafs  the  enemy  in  their  ap¬ 
proach.  The  fame  caufes  had  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  abandon  the  ferry  on 
the  Wateree,  although  the  South 
Carolina  regiment  was  on  its  way 
to  join  him  from  Ninety-Six,  and 
that  was  its  direfl  courfe.  He  had 
however  taken  his  meafures  fo 
well,  as  to  fecure  the  paffage  of 
that  regiment,  upon  its  arrival, 
three  days  after.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Balfour  at  Charles- 
Town,  acquainting  him  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  fituation  ;  and  like- 
wife  fignifying  to  him,  that  the 
commander  in  chief,  being  fully 
fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  he 
would  be  expofed  in  his  prefent 
pofition,  wifhed  that  he  might 
abandon  Camden,  and  retire  for 
Security,  within  the  cover  of  the 
great  River  Santee.  Thenecelfity 
of  the  mealure  was,  upon  this  in¬ 
formation,  fufficiently  obvious  ; 
but  the  accomplilhment  of  it,  was 
not  now  within  his  power. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  enemy 
to  examine  the  Britiih  works,  and 
particularly  an  attempt  to  dedroy 
their  mill,  neceffarily  brought  on 
fome  Ikirmilhes.  By  the  priloners 
taken  in  thefe  excurfions.  Lord 
Rawdon  had  the  fatisfaftion  to 
learn,  that  General  Greene’s  army 
Vol.  XXIV. 


was  not  by  any  means  fo  numerous 
as  he  had  apprehended  ;  but  that 
confiderable  reinforcements  were 
daily  expe&ed.  To  balance  this, 
he  received  the  unfavourable  in¬ 
telligence,  that  Marion  had  taken 
fuch  a  pofition,  as  rendered  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  Col.  Watfon  to  join 
him,  whole  arrival  he  had  till  then 
impatiently  expected. 

In  this  date  of  things,  it  feemed, 
that  fome  immediate  and  decifive 
effort  was  become  little  lefs  than 
abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to 
evade  much  greater,  and  not  far 
didant,  evil  and  danger.  Greene 
himfelt  had  the  fortune  to  make 
an  opening  for  the  operation  of 
this  necellity,  in  a  manner  which 
was,  in  appearance,  far  from  be¬ 
ing  confident  with  his  ufual  con¬ 
duct.  With  a  view  of  a  general 
affault  upon  the  Britiih  pods,  he 
had  fent  off  his  artillery  and  bag¬ 
gage,  a  day’s  march  in  the  rear  of 
the  army ;  but  foon  after  he  aban¬ 
doned  that  refolution,  and  de¬ 
tached  all  his  militia  to  bring 
back  the  artillery.  Such  irrefolu- 
tion,  or  indecifion  of  mind,  can 
never  be  difplayed  under  the  eye  of 
a  vigilant  enemy,  without  great,  if 
not  certain  danger. 

Lord  Rawdon’s  intelligence  was 
tardy  ;  but  he  indantly  perceived, 
the  importance  of  the  occafioa, 
and  determined  as  indantly,  if 
pollible,  to  feize  it.  By  arming 
the  muficians,  drummers,  and 
every  being  in  the  army  that  was 
able  to  carry  a  firelock,  he  muf- 
tered  above  nine  hundred  for  the 
field,  including  fixty  dragoons. 
With  this  force,  and  »  ».  . 

two  fix  pounders,  he  P'1  * 

boldly  marched  to  attack  the  af- 
failing  enemy  in  their  camp,  in 
open  daylight,  at  iq  o’clock  in 
M  the 
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the  morning  ;  committing  the  re¬ 
doubts,  and  every  thing  at  Cam¬ 
den  to  the  cuftody  of  the  militia, 
and  of  a  few  lick  foldiers.  The 
enemy  were  polled  about  two  miles 
in  front  of  the  Britifh  lines,  upon 
a  very  ftrong  and  difficult  ridge, 
called  Hobkirk’s  Hill.  By  filing 
clofe  to  the  fwamps  on  their  right, 
the  Britilh  column  got  into  the 
woods  unperceived  ;  and  by  taking 
an  extenlive  circuit,  came  down 
on  the  enemy’s  left  flank  5  thus 
depriving  them  of  the  principal 
advantage  of  their  fituation.  They 
were  fo  fortunate,  and  the  enemy 
fo  {hamefully  remifs  and  inatten¬ 
tive,  that  they  were  not  in  all 
this  courfe  difcovered,  until  the 
flank  companies  of  the  volunteers 
of  Ireland,  which  led  the  column, 
iuddenly  poured  in  upon  their 
pickets*  Thefe,  though  fupport- 
ed,  were  almoll  inllantly  driven  in, 
and  purfued  to  their  camp. 

Although  the  enemy  were  in 
much  vifible  confufion,  yet  they 
formed  with  expedition,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  Britilh  column  bravely. 
As  if  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure 
to  countervail  the  difadvantages 
incident  to  their  furprize,  they 
were  cheered,  early  in  the  aCtion, 
by  the  arrival  of  three  fix  pound¬ 
ers  ;  a  circumftance,  "which  Ihowers 
of  grape-ffiot  foon  anncounced  to 
the  Britilh  troops.  The  attack 
on  that  fide  was  led  with  great 
Ipirii  by  Lieut.  Cob  Campbell, 
at  the  head  of  the  63d,  and  ot 
the  king’s  American  regiment  : 
but  the  extent  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  foon  obliged  the  commander 
in  chief  to  pufn  forward  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  of  Ireland  from  the  re- 
ierve.  The  three  corps  pufhed 
the  enemy  with  fuch  refolution, 
that  they  drove  them  to  the  fummit 


of  the  hill ;  and  having  made 
room  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to 
come  into  action,  their  rout  was 
then  quickly  decided.  They  pur¬ 
fued  them  about  three  miles  ;  but 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  being  fuperior 
to  the  Britilh,  their  dragoons 
could  not  rifque  much  5  and  Lord 
Rawdon,  duly  confidenng  his  in¬ 
feriority  in  number,  would  not 
lufter  the  infantry  to  break  their 
order,  for  any  benefit  that  might 
be  expeCted  from  the  purfuit  of  the 
fugitives. 

During  the  purfuit,  a  part  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  under  Colonel 
Walhington,  whether  by  defign, 
or  through  ignorance  of  the  Hate  of 
the  action,  came  round  to  the 
rear,  and  exacted  paroles  from  fe- 
veral  of  the  Britilh  officers  who 
lay  wounded  on  the  field  ;  they 
likewife  carried  off  feveral  wound¬ 
ed  men.  The  enemy’s  killed  and 
wounded  were  fcattered  over  fuch 
an  extend  of  ground,  that  their 
lols  could  not  be  afcertained ; 
Lord  Rawdon  thinks  the  ellimate 
would  be  low  if  it  were  rated  at 
five  hundred  $  Greene’s  account 
makes  it  too  low  to  be  credited. 
Above  an  hundred  prifoners  were 
taken  ;  befides  that  a  number  of 
their  men,  finding  their  retreat 
cut  off,  went  into  Camden,  and 
claimed  protection,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  being  delerters.  The  j 
enemy’s  canon  efcaped  by  great 
fortune.  Being  run  down  a  lleep 
hill,  among  fome  thick  brulh 
wood,  they  were  eafily  paffed 
without  notice,  in  the  warmth  of 
the  purfuit,  by  the  Britilh  troops ; 
and  before  their  return  they  were 
carried  clean  off  by  Walhington’s 
cavalry. 

This  defeat  was  attributed  by 
Gen.  Greene  to  the  mifconduCt  of 
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a  part  of  the  Maryland  regiment. 
This  may  be  true.  But  it  is  plain, 
that  his  army  was  furprized.  The 
American  difcipline,  after  To 
much  experience,  is  far  from  per¬ 
fect.  There  have  been  but  few 
indeed  of  their  commanders,  who 
have  not  fmarted  feverely  under 
that  negligence  which  laid  them 
open  to  furprifes.  It  mud,  how¬ 
ever  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
facility  with  which  Greene  rallied 
and  formed  his  troops  under  the 
circumffances  of  their  l'urprize, 
and  the  vigorous  efforts  which  he 
made  to  retrieve  the  di falter,  fuf- 
ficiently  fhewed  him  to  be  a  brave 
and  able  officer  in  action. 

The  lofs  on  the  Britiffi  fide, 
however  moderate  in  other  re- 
fpects,  was  much  greater  than 
they  could  afford,  and  exceeded 
one-fourth  of  their  whole  number. 
It  amounted  in  killed,  wounded 
and  miffing,  to  258.  Of  thefe, 
only  38  were  flain  ;  but  the 
wounded  were  equally  a  detrac¬ 
tion  from  immediate  ftrength  ; 
and  in  the  prefent  circumftances  a 
very  heavy  incumbrance.  Only 
one  officer  fell  ;  but  twelve  were 
wounded,  and  molt  ffif  them  were 
di (charged  upon  parole.  The  fpi- 
rit  and  judgment  lliewn  by  the 
young  commander  of  the  Britiffi 
forces,  deferves  great  commenda¬ 
tion.  He  was  molt  gallantly  fe- 
conded  by  his  officers  and  troops. 

Molt  of  thefe  actions  would  in 
other  wars  be  confidered  but  as 
Ikirmiffies  of  little  account,  and 
fcarcely  worthy  of  a  detailed  nar¬ 
rative.  But  thefe  fmall  actions 
are  as  capable  as  any  of  dilplaying 
military  conduct.  The  operations 
of  war  being  fpread  over  that  vaft 
continent,  by  the  new  plan  that 
was  adopted,  it  is  by  fuch.  Ikir¬ 


miffies  that  the  fate  of  America 
muff  be  neceffarily  decided.  They 
are  therefore  as  important  as  battles 
in  which  an  hundred  thoufand  men 
are  drawn  up  on  each  fide. 

Greene  retired  behind  the  far¬ 
ther  branch  of  a  creek  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  from  Gamden,  where 
he  took  poll  in  order  to  collect  his 
fcattered  forces.  Whatever  credit 
was  obtained  by  the  Britiffi  forces 
in  this  action,  like  moll  of  the 
other  vidtories  obtained  in  Caro¬ 
lina,  it  produced  no  effect  corre- 
fpondent  to  its  brilliancy.  It  pro¬ 
duced  rather  the  contrary.  The 
firft  fruit  of  Lord  Rawdon’s  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  enemy  in  his  front, 
was  the  general  revolt  of  the 
whole  interior  country  at  his 
back  ;  fo  that  the  difficulties  of 
his  fituation,  inftead  of  being  re¬ 
moved  or  lelfened  by  fuccefs,  were 
increafed  to  fuch  degree,  as 
feemed  to  render  them  infur- 
mountable.  He  was  fenfible  of 
the  neceffity  of  his  retiring  within 
the  Santee ;  but  Lee  and  Marion 
were  by  this  time  full  in  his  way ; 
and  whilft  they  would  have  re¬ 
tarded  his  march  in  the  front,  his 
rear  would  have  been  expofed  to 
Greene’s  purfuits ;  fo  that  the 
meafure  for  the  prefent,  however 
highly  neceffary,  appeared  im¬ 
practicable  ;  at  leaft,  without  dif¬ 
fering  the  lofs  and  dilgrace,  of 
abandoning  his  fores  at  Camden, 
as  well  as  his  wounded.  On  the 
other  hand,  Greene  was  now  too 
diftant  for  a  fudden  attack ;  nor 
could  he  at  all  be  come  at,  but  by 
a  circuitous  march  to  turn  the  head 
of  the  creek  by  which  he  was  co¬ 
vered,  and  that  would  carry  the 
troops  fo  far  out  of  the  way,  as  to 
leave  Camden  open  to  his  attack, 
without  the  poffibility  of  their  pre- 
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vention.  We  have  already  feen, 
that  Lord  Rawdon’s  force  was  far 
too  weak,  to  afford  fuch  a  detach¬ 
ment  as  would  be  equal  to  the  at¬ 
tack  on  Greene,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  retain  Inch  a  drength  be¬ 
hind  as  would  be  fufficient  for 
the  defence  of  Camden.  In.  this 
fate  of  difficulty,  environed  on 
all  fides  by  enemies,  he  faw  that 
he  would  be  able  to  make  his  poll 
good,  againft  any  force  that  could 
yet  be  brought  to  attack  it  5  and 
be  judged  it  to  be  far  more  pru¬ 
dent  and  fafe  to  wait  with  patience 
for  a  reinforcement,  than  to  rif- 
que  the  confecpiences  of  another 
line  of  conduct. 

.  At  length,  he  was 
joined  by  Col.  Wat- 
fon,  after  a  long,  circuitous,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult,  and  no  lets 
dangerous  march  j  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  had  been  obliged  to 
pals  the  Santee  twice  ;  the  find 
time  going  down  almoft  to  its 
mouth  for  that  purpofe,  and  then 
inarching  up  again  nearly  to  the 
confluence  of  the  Congarees  with 
that  river,  in  order  to  repals  it. 
All  things  confidered,  this  march 
has  been  exceeded  by  few  opera¬ 
tions  of  that  nature.  The  de¬ 
tachment  was  much  reduced  in 
point  of  number,  and  a  fmall  pod 
called  Fort  Watfon,  fituated  at 
Wright’s  Bluff,  where  they  de- 
pofited  their  baggage,  had  been  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  day  of  the  arrival  of 
this  reinforcement,  intelligence 
was  -  received,  that  the  enemy  in 
the  rear  had  inveded,  and  opened 
batteries  againd  the  pod,  at  Mot¬ 
to’s  houfe  ;  which  was  fituated 
near  the  junflion  of  the  Congaree 
with  the  Santee.  The  .  relief  of 
this  podjf  as  well  as  the  caufes 


which  before  operated,  all  con¬ 
curred  in  determining  Lord  Raw- 
don  to  make  a  retreat  to  Nelfon’s 
Ferry  upon  the  Santee,  which  was 
fixty  miles  from  Camden,  and  not 
a  great  deal  lower  than  the  pod  at 
Motte’s  houfe ;  a  meafure  which, 
befldes  the  relief  of  that  place, 
and  the  cover  of  that  great  river, 
would  throw  the  flat  and  open 
country,  which  fpreads  between 
it,  the  Combahee,  and  the  fea- 
coad,  of  courfe  including  Charles 
Town,  entirely  into  his  hands. 
But  before  he  put  this  deflgn  in 
execution,  he  wifhed  to  draw  fome 
pre-fen t  advantage  from  the  addi¬ 
tional  drength  which  he  now  pof- 
feffed ;  and  which  would  be  a 
means  of  facilitating  his  intended 
movements,  by  the  fecurity  which, 
it  would  afford  to  his  rear. 

On  his  fide,  Gen.  Greene  was 
not  idle,  nor  inattentive  to  the 
game  he  was  to  play :  he  had 
quitted  his  former  ground,  and 
crofiing  the  Wateree,  took  a  new* 
polition  at  the  back  of  Twenty- 
five -mile  Creek.  On  the  very 
night  of  the  day,  upon  which 
Watfon’s  detachment  had  joined 
Lord  Rawdon,  that  a&ive  com¬ 
mander  eroded  the  Wateree  at 
Camden  Ferry,  with  a  view  of 
turning  Greene’s  flank,  and  at¬ 
tacking  the  rear  of  his  army  5 
that  being  the  mod,  or  only  vul¬ 
nerable  part,  the  ground  in  his 
front  being  particularly  very  ftrong. 
It  does  no  fmall  honour  to  Greene’s 
penetration,  that  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
ceived  intelliegnce  of  the  rein¬ 
forcement,  (which  was  in  a  very 
fhort  time  after  its  arrival)  he  im¬ 
mediately  forefaw,  and  confidered 
as  inevitable  the  confequence  ;  and 
in  this  opinion,  without  waiting 
for  farther  information,  fuddenly 
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abandoned  his  poft,  Tome  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  Britifh  troops  had  patted 
Camden  Ferry,  and  continued  his 
retreat  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 

Lord  Rawdon  received  this  in¬ 
telligence  by  the  way,  but  he  not- 
withftanding  purl'ued  him  with  the 
utmoll;  eagernefs  and  rapidity;  and 
at  length  found  him  ftrongly  potted 
at  the  back  of  a  water  called  Saw¬ 
ney’s  Creek.  Upon  the  ftriCteft 
examination  of  his  iituation  in  that 
pott,  he,  to  his  great  difappoint- 
ment  and  vexation,  found  it  in 
every  point  fo  ttrong,  that  if  luc- 
cefs  could  be  purchafed,  it  mutt 
be  at  luch  an  expence,  as  would 
cripple  his  force  with  refpedt  to 
all  future  enterprize  whilft  the 
means  of  retreat  were  fo  fully  pof- 
fetted  by  the  enemy,,  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  vi&ory,  could  not  in 
any  degree  compenlate  for  the  lofs 
with  which  it  mutt  be  attended. 
The  creek  runs  far  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  if  he  attempted  to  get 
round  it,  the  enemy,  by  quitting 
his  ftaticn,  could  ftill  evade  all  his 
attempts  ;  and  thus  much  time 
(which  at  that  juncture  was  to 
him  of  the  utmoft  importance) 
would  have  been  unprofitably 
watted.  Under  thefe  confidera- 
tions  Lord  Rawdon  returned  to 
Camden  ;  after  having  in  vain  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
action  by  an  affectation  of  conceal¬ 
ing  his  retreat. 

.  On  the  following  day,  he 
publilhed  to  the  troops  and  to 
the  militia,  the  defign  of  aban¬ 
doning  Camden  ;  offering  to  fuch 
of  the  latter  as  chofe  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  army,  all  pottible  af- 
tiftance.  The  night  was  fpent  in 
dettroying  the  works,  and  in  fend¬ 
ing  off,  under  a  ttrong  effort,  the 
baggage,  The  remainder  of  the 
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troops  continued  at  Camdem,  un¬ 
til  the  following  day  was  pretty  far 
advanced,  in  order  to  recover  the 
march.  The  moft  valuable  part 
of  the  ftores  were  brought  off, 
and  the  reft  deftroyed.  The  mill, 
prilon,  and  fome  other  buildings, 
were  burnt ;  and  Greene  lays  the 
town  was  little  better  than  a  heap 
of  ruins.  The  fick  and  wounded, 
who  were  in  too  bad  a  ftatc  to 
bear  a  removal,  were  of  neceflity 
left  behind  ;  and  the  American 
prilbners  were  left  to  accompany 
them  as  an  exchange.  The  army 
brought  off,  not  only  the  militia 
who  had  been  attached  to  them  at 
Camden  ;  but  the  well  affoCted, 
who  were  afraid  to  fall  into  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  whether  in 
that  neighbourhood  or  on  the  way, 
were  likewife,  with  their  families 
negroes,  and  moveable  effects, 
taken  equally  under  protection. 
Thus  incumbered,  the  only  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  the  enemy,  was 
with  fome  parties  of  mounted  mi¬ 
litia  to  harrafs  the  rear  ;  but  one 
of  thefe  being  circumvented  into 
an  ambuffade,  their  chaftifement 
prevented  all  farther  difturbance 
on  the  march. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  the 
army  began  to  pafs  the  river  at 
Nelfon’s  Ferry,  and  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening,  every  thing  was 
fafely  landed  on  the  other  fide. 
The  firft  intelligence  Lord  Raw¬ 
don  received  on  patting  the  San¬ 
tee,  was  the  unwelcome  news, 
that  the  poft  at  Motte’s  houfe, 
after  a  gallant  defence,  had  al¬ 
ready  fallen  into  th#  hands  of  the 
enemy,  This  was  a  heavy  ftroke, 
as  that  place  had  been  made  a  de- 
polit  for  all  the  provilions  that 
were  intended  for  the  lupply  of 
Camden.  Things  were,  however, 
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worfe,  than  he  yet  knew,  for  the 
drong  pod  at  Orangeburgh  was  al¬ 
ready  taken,  and  Fort  Granby  not 
Jong  after.  Thus  the  Britilh  force 
in  the  province  was  exceedingly 
weakened,  by  the  number  of  brave 
officers  and  foldiers  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  through 
this  fudden  and  unexpected  attack 
upon  their  detached  pods  in  every 
part  of  the  country. 

Lord  Rawdcn  was  met  at  Nel- 
fon’s  by  Cob  Balfour,  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Charles-Town  ;  who 
came  hither  to  reprefent  to  him., 
and  to  confult  upon,  the  date  and 
circumftances  of  that  city,  as  well 
as  of  the  province  in  general.  He 
dated,  that  the  revolt  was  uni- 
verfal  j  that  from  the  little  room 
there  had  been  to  apprehend  fo 
ferious  and  alarming  a  turn  of  af¬ 
fairs,  the  old  works  of  Charles- 
Town  had  been  in  part  levelled, 
to  make  way  for  new  ones  which 
were  not  yet  conftruCted  ;  that  he 
had  full  conviction  of  the  difaffec- 
tion,  in  general,  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  5  and  that,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  hisgarrifon  was  inade¬ 
quate  to  its  defence,  againft  any 
force  of  confequence  that  might  at¬ 
tempt  that  city. 

The  conclufions  drawn  from  a 
full  confideration  of  this  untoward 
date  of  affairs  were,  that  if  any 
misfortune  happened  to  the  corps 
under  Lord  Rawdon,  the  probable 
confequence  would  be,  the  total 
lofs  of  the  province,  including  the 
capital  5  but  that^  although  the 
higheft  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution  were  upon  that  account 
indifpenfably  neCeffary,  yet,  as  he 
was  juft  joined  by  Major  McAr¬ 
thur,  with  about  300  foot  and 
eighty  dragoons,  he  conceived  he 
might,  without  hazarding  too 


much,  endeavour  to  check  the 
operations  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Congaree. 

A  lingular  indance  now  oc¬ 
curred,  of  the  general,  if  not 
univerfai  difaffeCtion  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  For  five  days  after  Lord 
Rawdon  had  paffed  the  Santee, 
not  a  fmgle  perfon  of  any  fort 
whatever,  whether  with  intelli¬ 
gence,  or  upon  any  other  account, 
came  near  the  army  j  although  he 
had  anvanced  di redly  from  Nel- 
fon’s  Ferry,  that  night  and  the 
following  day’s  march  into  the 
country,  to  a  certain  point,  where 
the  roads  from  Nelfon’s  and 
McCord’s  Ferry  meet.  Nor  could 
the  emiffaries  and  fpies  which  he 
detached  on  all  hands  procure  him 
any  true  intelligence,  as  to  the 
lituation  of  the  enemy,  ,  or  the 
date  of  the  country.  A  number, 
however,  of  reports,  which  were, 
contradictory  in  other  refpeCts, 
feemed  to  concur  in  one  point, 
which  was,  that  Greene  had  paf¬ 
fed  the  Congaree  River,  and  was 
preffing  down  the  Orangeburgh 
road  with  a  drong  force.  This 
intelligence  was  of  too  great  mo¬ 
ment  to  be  flighted  ;  and  not  only 
obliged  the  Britifh  commander  to 
relinquifh  his  defign  of  advancing 
to  the  Congaree,  but  laid  him  un¬ 
der  a  necelfity  of  falling  back  to 
the  Entaws,  and  afterwards  of 
moving  to  Monk’s  Corner,  for 
the  protection  of  Charles-Town, 
and  of  the  rich  intervening  coun¬ 
try. 

As  the  dereliction  of  the  Upper 
Country,  left  the  pod  at  Ninety- 
Six  entirely  expofed  to  the  enemy. 
Lord  Rawdon  was  under  great 
anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  that  gar- 
rifon.  The  objeCts  now  at  dake 
were,  however,  too  great  to  be 
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hazarded,  for  the  purpcfe  of  pro¬ 
tecting  that  place,  or  even  of  ex¬ 
tricating  the  troops  ;  but  if  no 
fuch  reftraint  had  been  laid  upon 
his  activity,  it  ftill  would  have 
been  a  queftion  of  great  doubt, 
whether,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  the  defign  would  have 
been  practicable.  For  befides  the 
growing  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
their  pofleffion  of  the  pods  on  all 
hands,  there  were  no  magazines, 
no  depofits  of  provilions  of  any 
kind,  for  the  fupport  of  the  army 
on  the  way  ;  and  to  truft  to  the 
uncertain  gleanings  of  a  wafted 
and  hoftile  country  on  a  march, 
lurrounded  on  every  fide  by  fwarms 
of  light  troops,  and  of  militia  on 
horfeback,  with  an  enemy  much 
fuperior  in  number  ftill  to  en¬ 
counter,  would  have  been  ha¬ 
zardous  in  the  extreme.  Thus 
circumftanced,  he  difpatched  feve- 
ral  meffengers  by  different  routes  ; 
and  to  guard  as  much  as  poftible 
againft  mifchance,  applied  to  Col. 
Balfour  to  fend  others  from  Charles 
Town,  with  inftruClions  to  Lieut. 
Col.  Cruger,  who  commanded  at 
Ninety-Six,  to  abandon  that  place, 
and  to  remove  with  the  garrifon, 
as  fpeedily  as  poftible,  to  Augufta, 
upon  the  Savannah,  which  was 
the  neareft  poft  of  Georgia. 

So  bad  was  the  intelligence,  and 
fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  that  it 
was  not  until  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  at  Monk’s  Corner,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  difcovered,  that  it 
was  not  Gen.  Greene,  but  Sump¬ 
ter,  who  had  taken  pojffeftion  of 
Orangeburgh  ;  the  former  being 
then  occupied  in  taking  a  Britifh 
p.oft  at  the  Congarees,  While 
the  trcop;  were  employed  in  co¬ 
vering  tne  diftriCts  from  which 
Charles-Town  drew  its  luppliesof 


provifton.  Lord  Rawdon  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  more  aCtive  fervice,  by 
uncealing  efforts  for  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  his  cavalry  ;  an  arm  of 
force,  indilpenfably  necefiary  for 
the  profecution  of  a  war  in  the 
fouthern  colonies ;  but  that  coun¬ 
try,  which  abounded  fo  much  in 
horfes,  had  been  fo  ftripped  of  them 
by  the  dilafFedted,  and  by  the  plun¬ 
dering  parties  of  the  enemy,  that 
this  was  now  become  a  meafure  of 
no  fmall  difficulty. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Generals 
Philips  and  Arnold,  carried  every 
thing  before  them  in  Virginia  ; 
and  lucceftively  defeated  all  thole 
bodies  of  militia  which  could  be 
fuddenly  brought  together,  and 
were  hardy  enough  to  venture  the 
encounter  ;  whilft  their  beft  troops 
were  fighting  the  battles  of  others 
in  the  Carolinas.  The  long  na¬ 
vigation  of  James  River,  and  of 
its  numerous  dependent  rivers* 
branches,  and  creeks,  laid  the 
country  open  to  them,  on  either 
hand,  as  well  as  to  its  interior  and 
central  parts,  for  a  great  extent. 
At  Peterfburgh,  on  its  fouthern 
branch,  otherwife  called  the  Ap- 
pomatox  River,  they  deftroyed 
four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  to¬ 
bacco  ;  being  the  principal  part 
of  the  whole  annual  remittance  of 
the  country  for  France,  which 
had  been  collected  at  that  place. 
The  damage  done  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fhipping  and  veffels  of 
every  fort,  both  in  the  rivers  and 
on  the  flocks,  of  fhip-yards,  docks, 
and  all  their  dependencies,  of  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  barracks,  and  ware- 
houfes,  of  timber,  ftores,  flour, 
and  every  fpecies  of  provifions, 
was  prodigious,  and  indeed  feemed 
almoft  incredible,  after  fo  long  a 
ftate  of  war  and  trouble,  and  fo 
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much  particular  ravage,  as  that 
quarter  had  already  undergone.  It 
however,  afforded  a  melancholy 
teftimonial,  of  the  former  profperity 
of  a  country,  which  had  ftiil  fo 
much  left  to  lofe. 

The  enemy’s  marine  ftrength  in 
the  river,  having,  we  prefume,  re¬ 
tired  as  far  as  the  depth  of  water 
would  admit,  at  length  drew  up 
in  a  Rate  of  defence,  about  four 
miles  above  a  place  called  Os¬ 
borne's,  on  the  fouth,  or  Appo- 
matox  Branch.  Gen.  Arnold  lent 
a  flag  to  treat  with  the  commander 
about  the  furrender  of  his  fleet, 
which  the  other  refufed  to  liften 


to,  declaring  he  would  defend  it 

a  ‘1  to  the  laft.  Arnold 
jT»pril  27 1  •  1  1 

r  7  having  ordered  up 

fome  artillery,  advanced  them  to 
the  bank  of  the  river,  within  an 
hundred  yards  of  a  Rate  fhip  of 
20  guns  ^  his  troops  being  not 
only  expofed  to  her  fire,  but  to 
that  of  another  of  26  guns,  of  a 
Rate  brigantine,  cf  14,  befides  a 
number  of  other  fliips  and  ref- 
fels,  more  or  lels  armed  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  party  of  militia 
kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  mufquetry 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river. 
The  defence  was  by  no  means  an- 
fwerable,  either  to  this  formidable 
appearance,  or  to  the  feemingly 
refolute  anfwer  of  the  commander. 
The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
Chore  took  place  fo  effectually,, 
that  it  foon  drove  the  militia  from 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  compelled 
the  fhips,  not  long  after,  to  Rrike 
their  colours.  The  want  of  boats, 
together  with  the  height  of  the 
wind,  prevented  Arnold  from  be¬ 
ing  able  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
fhips,  until  the  teamen  had  not 
only  made  their  efcape,  but  had 
fcuttled  and  let  fire  to  feveral  of 


the  veffels.  Two  fhips,  and  ten 
lefifer  veffels,  loaded  with  tobacco, 
cordage,  flour,  and  other  articles, 
fell,  however,  into  his  hands. 
Four  fhips,  five  brigantines,  and 
a  number  of  fmall  veffels,  were 
burnt  and  funk.  The  whole  quan¬ 
tity  of  tobacco  taken  or  deftroyed 
in  this  fleet,  exceeded  2000  hog- 
fbeads. 

The  troops  then  advanced  up 
the  Fork,  until  they  arrived  at 
Manchefter,  which  lies  on  the 
north  branch,  or  properly  the 
main  river,  and  is,  including  the 
windings,  at  leaft  150  miles  from 
its  mouth,  where  it  falls  into  the 
Chefapeak.  There  they  deffroyed 
F200  hogfheads  of  tobacco  ;  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  his 
army,  who  had  arrived  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the 
preceding  day,  being  fpedlators  of 
the  conflagration,  which  they  pro¬ 
bably  could  not,  or  at  leaft  did 
not,  attempt  to  prevent.  The 
army,  on  their  return,  made  great 
havock  at  Warwick  ;  where,  along 
with  the  Chips  on  the  ftocks  and  in 
the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope 
walks  were  deftroyed  ;  and  a  ma¬ 
gazine  of  flour,  with  a  number  of 
warehoufes  containing  tobacco  and 
other  commodities,  of  tan-houfes, 
full  of  hides  and  bark,  were,  along 
with  feveral  fine  mills,  all  con- 
lumedin  one  general  conflagration. 
The  army  then  returned  to  the 
(hipping,  (which  feem  not  to  have 
alcended  lb  far  as  the  Fork)  and  the 
whole  fell  down  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  ri  ver. 

The  war  was  now  parcelled  out 
in  a  ftrange  manner,  and  the  Britifli 
force  broken  into  fmall  divifions, 
and  placed  in  fuch  diftant  fixa¬ 
tions,  as  to  be  little  capable  of 
concert  and  mutual  lupport.  We 

have 
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have  feen  that  it  raged  pretty 
equally  in  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia  ;  while 
the  force  feems  every  where  to  be 
fufficient  for  deftroyi ng  confider- 
able  trails  of  country,  and  accu¬ 
mulating  a  great  deal  of  ipoil, 
but  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
main  purpofe  j  and  incapable  of 
bringing  matters  to  any  decifive 
conclufidn.  Thus  numbers  of 
brave  men  were  continually  loft 
without  any  equivalent  effeCt ; 
and  the  veteran  battalions  were 
worn  down  and  conlumed,  by  in¬ 
credible  but  fruitlefs  exertions  of 
valour,  and  by  a  feries  of  the  moil 
brilliant  fucceffes,  which  produced 
no  permanent  advantage. 

The  fituation  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  at  Wilmington  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult  and  grievous.  His 
force  was  by  this  time  reduced 
very  low  ;  and  probably  did  not 
greatly  exceed  a  thoufand  effec¬ 
tive  men.  He  was  informed  of 
the  unfortunate  turn  which  affairs 
had  taken  in  South  Carolina  ;  and 
notwithftanding  his  reliance  on 
the  ability  and  gallantry  of  Lord 
Rawdon,  he  had  too  much  room 
for  apprehenfion  that  they  would 
become  ftill  more  critical.  The 
attempt  to  return  to  his  relief, 
through  fuch  vaft  trails  of  an  ex- 
haufted,  hoftile,  or  defart  coun¬ 
try,  would  have  been  attended 
with  infuperable  difficulties,  1  he 
Pedee  was  full  in  his  way,  and  was 
impaffable  in  the  face  of  an  ene¬ 
my  ;  fo  that,  befides  the  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  procuring  fubfiftence 
for  his  troops  in  luch  a  length  of 
march,  he  would  run  the  hazard 
of  being  hemmed  in  by  Greene,  in 
fuch  a  manner  among  the  great 
rivers,  that  mere  necellity  and 
diftrefs  might  at  length  com¬ 


pel  them  to  the  difgrace  of  laying 
down  their  arms. 

He  might  indeed  have  waited 
at  Wilmington,  for  tranlports  to 
proceed  by  lea  to  Charles-Town. 
But  this  would  have  been  a  mea- 
fure  fo  little  reputable,  and  in 
the  end  productive  of  fo  little  ad¬ 
vantage,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
the  moft  extreme  necelfity,  could 
induce  him  to  l'ubmit  to  it.  Along 
with  its  other  ill  confequences, 
much  time  would  be  loft,  and  the 
cavalry  would  have  been  of  ne- 
ceffity  facrificed.  It  would  befides 
totally  change  the  nature  of  the 
war  ;  reduce  it  to  be  merely  de- 
fenfive  ;  and  feem  no  lefs  than 
a  dereliction  of  its  hope  and  for¬ 
tune.  All  the  flattering  ideas  of 
the  reduction  of  the  fouthern  co¬ 
lonies,  and  even  of  a  co-operation 
in  Virginia,  would  have  been  no 
more. 

Under  thefe  embarraffing  cir- 
cumftances,  and  environed  with 
the  moft  perplexing  difficulties, 
he  formed  the  bold  and  vigorous 
refolution  of  marching  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  endeavouring  a  junction 
with  General  Philips.  This  mea- 
fure,  in  a  fituation  which  afforded 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties  and 
dangers,  was  undoubtedly  the  beft 
that  could  have  been  adopted  ; 
but  yet  was  a  refolution  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  could  have  been  only*' 
conceived  or  entertained  by  an 
enterprizing,  and  determined 
mind.  It  was  indeed  a  perilous 
adventure.  The  diftance  was 
great,  the  means  of  fubfiftence 
uncertain,  and  the  difficulties  and 
hazards  were  fufficient  to  appall 
the  boldeft.  The  troops  had  al¬ 
ready  experienced  the  miferies  of 
traverfing  an  inhofpitable  and  im¬ 
practicable  country,  above  boo 
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files'  in  different  directions  :  and 
they  were  now  to  encounter  a  new 
march  of  300  more,  in  much  worth 
cireumftances,  and  under  much 
more  unfavourable  aufpices,  than 
at  the  outlet.  Notwithstanding 
the  fupplies  which  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  Wilmington,  they  were 
f  ill  fo  deflitute  of  neceflaries,  that, 
in  the  noble  commander’s  own 
words,  his  cavalry  wanted  every 
thing,  and  his  infantry  every  thing 
but  (hoes.  Neither,  fays  he,  are 
in  any  condition  to  move,  and 
yet  they  muft  march  to-morrow  ! 
He  had  already  himfelf  a  fore  ex¬ 
perience,  as  he  pathetically  ob¬ 
served,  of  the  miferies  of  march¬ 
ing  feveral  hundreds  of  miles 
through  a  country,  chiefly  hoftile, 
frequently  defart,  which  did  not  af¬ 
ford  one  aClive  or  ufeful  friend, 
where  no  intelligence  was  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  where  no  communicati¬ 
on  could  be  eftablifhed. 

The  fltuation  of  affairs  was, 
however,  fo  urgent,  as  to  admit 
of  no  hefitation  or  delay  ;  for  if 
Greene  fhould  return  from  South 
Carolina,  the  junction  with  Phi¬ 
lips  would  be  impracticable  5  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  to  maintain  the  war  where  he 
was.  To  guard  againfl  the  word 
that  might  happen,  he  difpatched 
infractions  to  Col.  Balfour,  to 
fend  tranfports  and  provifions  to 
Wilmington,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  the 
troops  in  cafe  of  misfortune.  Hav¬ 
ing  thus  provided  for  every  poflible 
contingency,  he  began  his  march 
on  the  25th  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Re  ter  (burgh,  in  Virginia,  in 
fomething  lets  than  a  month. 

He  there  received  the  unwel¬ 
come  news,  of  the  lofs  of  Major 
Gen.  Philips ;  who,  to  the  great- 


detriment  of  the  fervice,  had  died 
of  a  lever  a  little  before  ins  arri¬ 
val.  That  gentleman  had  been 
diftinguifhed  in  early  life,  by  the 
full  approbation  which  his  ability 
in  the  conduCt  of  the  artillery  had 
received  from  that  great  com¬ 
mander,  the  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  on  different  occafions 
of  the  late  war  in  Germany  ;  a 
commendation  which  he  juftified 
in  every  part  of  his  fubfequent 
conduCt,  but  particularly  in  the 
unequalled  toils,  duties,  and  dan¬ 
gers,  of  the  northern  war  under 
General  Burgoyne. 

The  command  had 
devolved  immediately 
upon  General  Arnold,  on  Phi¬ 
lips’s  death  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
top  was  fending  General  Robert- 
fon,  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
to  aflume  it,  when  he  received 
the  account  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
arrival,  which  rendered  the  mea- 
fure  unneceflary.  He  likewife  dil- 
patched  a  reinforcement  of  from 
1500  to  2000  men,  to  the  Chefa- 
peak,  in  order  to  fupport  the  war 
with  vigour  in  Virginia.  In  this 
central  province,  all  the  fcattered 
operations  of  aCtive  hoftility  be¬ 
gan  at  length  to  converge  into  a 
point.  The  plot  thickened  a- 
pace;  and  here  the  grand  cata- 
flxophe  of  the  American  war,  be¬ 
gan  at  length  to  open  to  the  fa¬ 
tigued  attention  of  the  world. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
a  very  inferior  force,  kept  on  the 
north  fide  of  James’s  River;  and 
with  a  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution,  which  does  not  always 
fu it  the  military  vivacity  of  his 
country  and  time  of  life,  aCted  fo 
entirely  on  the  'defenfive,  and  at 
the  fame  time  made  fo  judicious 
a,  choice  of  polls,  and  (hewed  fuch 
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vigour  and  defign  in  his  move* 
ments,  as  prevented  any  advan¬ 
tage  being  taken  of  his  weaknefs. 
He  had  been  in  long  and  anxious 
expectation  of  being  joined  by 
General  Wayne,  with  the  Penfyl- 
vania  line  ;  and  hoped  that  junc- 
tion  would  have  been  foon  follow- 
ed  by  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Greene 
from  South  Carolina. 

Upon  the  falling  down  of  the 
Britilh  forces  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  with  a  view  of  cob 
ledtin;*  contributions  at  Williams- 
burg,  and  in  the  adjoining  coun¬ 
try,  De  la  Fayette  (hewed  no 
fmall  activity  in  counteracting 
their  defign  ;  and  upon  their  Hid¬ 
den  return  up  James  River,  and 
landing  at  Brandon,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  he  immediately  conceived 
their  object  to  be  the  forming  of  a 
junction  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  of 
whole  marching  through  North 
Carolina,  he  had  received  forne 
faint  intelligence.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  made  a  rapid  movement,  in 
order  to  get  before  them  to  Peters- 
burgh,  where  the  advantages  of 
fituation  would  in  fome  confider- 
able  degree  have  compe.nfated  for 
the  want  of  force,  and  would  have 
rendered  the  junction  troublefome, 
if  not  difficult.  In  this  defign  he 
was  foiled,  through  the  vigilance 
and  forefight  of  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  ;  and  the  laft  aCt  of  Gen. 
Philips,  was  the  taking  poffieffion 
of  Peterfourgh,  four  days  only 
before  his  death.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  Virginia  militia  dif- 
played  any  great  exertion  a£  this 
time ;  and  thofe  who  joined  Fayette, 
being  moftly  without  arms,  could 
be  of  little  ufe  to  him  who  had 
not  the  means  of  lupplying  them. 

During  thefe  tranfaCtions,  the 
important  port  at  Ninety-Six,  in 


South  Carolina,  was  clofely  in¬ 
verted,  and  held  to  be  in  the  mod 
imminent  danger.  It  feemed  omi¬ 
nous  (but  fuch  was  the  hortile 
ftate  of  the  country)  that  none  of 
the  mertengers,  which  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Colonel  Balfour  had  dis¬ 
patched  to  Col.  Cruger,  with  or¬ 
ders  for  abandoning  that  place, 
had  been  able  to  reach  him*  The 
fort  was,  however,  in  a  better 
ftate  of  defence  than  had  been  ex¬ 
pedited,  The  works  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  ftrong  ;  and  the  garri- 
fon  amounted  to  near  400  regular 
troops,  befides  militia.  In  thefe 
circumftances,  Greene  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  fit  down  before  it 
in  form,  on  the  22d  of  May ;  the  » 
garrifon  made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  the  failure  of  provifions  afford¬ 
ed  the  principal  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion. 

The  fortunate  arrival 
of  three  regiments  from 
Ireland,  under  the  conduct  of  CoL 
Gould,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  relief  of  this  garrifon  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  defpe- 
rate.  For  though  they  were  def- 
tined  to  join  Lord  Cornwallis,  the 
good  difpofitioii  and  promptnefs 
of  the  commander  to  concur  in 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  as  a  more  urgent  fervice 
than  any  other  in  view,  prevented 
thofe  difficulties  which  murt  other- 
wife  have  a ri fen.  Thefe  circum-  . 
fiances  fudcjenly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs,  and  enabled  L6rd  Raw- 
don  to  undertake  the  relief  of 
NinetyvSix. 

Augufta  had  alfo  been  for  fome 
time  befieged  j  and  the  whole 
province  of  Georgia  was  deemed 
to  be  in  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  Lord  Rawdon  found  himfelf 
under  a  neclfity,  even  in  that 
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Hate  of  weaknefs  which  preceded 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Ire¬ 
land,  to  part  with  the  king’s  Ame¬ 
rican  regiment,  and  to  commit 
it  to  the  hazard  of  palling  in  fuch 
jfinall  craft  as  were  at  hand,  and 
without  convoy,  from  Charles- 
Town,  in  order  to  reinforce  Sir 
James  Wright  at  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah.  Thus  the  bufinefs  of  the 
war  feemed  every  where  to  multi¬ 
ply  in  proportion  to  the  means 
and  provifon  that  were  provided 
from  all  quarters  for  its  fupport. 

Lord  Rawdon  marched  from 
Charles-T  own,  with  fomethin^ 
more  than  1700  foot,  and  150 
horfe,  for  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six, 
in  four  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  from  Ireland.  He  was 
joined  on  the  way  by  Col.  Doyle, 
with  the  troops  which  he  had  left 
at  Monk’s  Corner  ;  and  he  prefixed 
his  march  with  all  the  rapidity 
which  the  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather  would  permit.  To  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy’s  detachments  on 
the  Congaree,  and  other  parts  on 
the  ealtern  fide,  from  reinforcing 
Greene,  while  he  was  pulhing  for¬ 
wards,  he  deviated  from  the 
courfe  which  he  otherwife  would 
have  taken,  and  keeping  confi- 
derably  more  to  the  right,  palled 
the  little  Saluda,  near  its  junction 
with,  the  greater  river  of  that  name. 
This  route,  however,  enabled  a 
Colonel  Middleton,  who  was  on 
his  way  from  the  Congaree,  with 
about  ^00  cavalry  and  mounted 
militia,  to  endeavour  to  harrafs 
his  rear,  and  particularly  to  ob- 
ftruCt  the  parties  which  were  ne- 
ceilarily  engaged  in  collecting 
eattie  for  the  topport  of  the  army. 
After  giving  fome  trouble  of  this 
nature,  Middleton  being  trained 
info  a  well  laid  ambuih,  was  f pi¬ 


nt  edly  charged  by  Major  Coffin, 
at  the  head  of  the  royaL  cavalry, 
and  his  party  was  fo  completely 
routed  and  difperfed,  as  never 
again  to  appear  during  the  march. 

Lord  Rawdon  received  intelli¬ 
gence  on  his  march  of  the  lofs  of 
Augu&a  ;  that  the  forces  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  reduction  of  that  place 
had  joined  Greene  ;  and  that  the 
latter  was  determined,  rather  than 
give  up  his  point  at  Ninety-Six, 
to  hand  an  aCtion.  But  that  com¬ 
mander  did  not  think  himfelf  in 
condition  to  hazard  the  encoun¬ 
ter  of  fo  formidable  a  foe  from 
without,  while  his  hands  were  ful¬ 
ly  occupied  by  the  exertions  of 
an  enemy  within,  who  had  from 
the  beginning  given  confrant  proofs 
of  their  determined  courage  and 
refolution;  and  ftill  much  lefs, 

could  his  force  admit  of  fuch  a 
diviiion,  as  would  enable  him, 
with  any  profpeCt  of  fuccefs,  to 
encounter  Lord  Rawdon  on  his 
way,  and  -  at  the  fame  time  to 
leave  fuch  a  ftrength  behind,  as 
would  be  neceffary  for  'guarding 
the  works,  and  overaweing  the  gar- 
rifon.  He  was  likewiie  di (ap¬ 

pointed  by  Sumpter,  to  whom  he 
had  fent  inftruCtions  to  join  him 
with  all  the  force  that  could  be 
collected  on  the  fide  of  the  Con¬ 
garee,  with  a  view,  as  he  fays, 
himfelf,  of  fighting  the  Britilh 
army  on  its  way  ;  but  whether  it 
proceeded  from  fome  flownels  in 
his  movements,  or  from  unavoid¬ 
able  delay,  the  junction  was  not 
effected  in  time,  and  the  route 

taken  by  Lord  Rawdon  for  the 
purpofe,  rendered  it  afterwards 
impracticable. 

But  exclufive  of  tliefe  caufes, 
he  was  not  now  to  learn,  the  great 
fuperiority  ®f  his  enemy,  in  all 
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field  or  general  engagements. 
Nor  in  fa 61,  was  his  force  very 
coniiderable  in  relpefi  even  to 
number,  and  it  was  fill  much  lefs 
fo  in  point  of  eftimation.  His 
continental,  or  regular  troops, 
formed  but  a  diminutive  part  of 
the  whole  ;  and  the  others,  what¬ 
ever  fervice  they  might  be  of  in 
their  own  Wav,  were  of  very  lit¬ 
tle  in  regular  action.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  knew  that  the 
troops  that  were  marching  a  gain'll 
him,  were  frefh,  excellent,  and 
that  thofe  who  were  newly  ar¬ 
rived  were  particularly  full  of  ar¬ 
dour  for  an  opportunity  to  figna- 
lize  themfelves. 

He  however  faw,  that  fome- 
thing  mull  neceffarily  be  attempt¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  even  the  running  of 
fome  rifque,  which  would  not  be 
too  decifive  in  its  word  confe- 
quences,  could  fcarcely,  in  the 
prefent  circumfbmces,  be  con¬ 
strued  into  imprudence.  He  had 
already  puffied  his  fap  very  clofe 
to  the  principal  redoubt  of  the 
fort  at  Ninety-Six,  and  had  year¬ 
ly  completed  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
fage  into  the  ditch  ;  but  his  ar¬ 
tillery  had  failed  in  their  effefi, 
and  the  works  of  the  fort  had  yet 
fuffered  little.  The  nearnefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  left  no  time  far 
proceeding  farther  by  regular  ap¬ 
proach  ;  a.ncT as  he  could  not  ven¬ 
ture  an  engagement,  he  mud  ei¬ 
ther  abandon  the  place  lhamefully 
without  an  attempt,  or  hazard  a 
premature  alfault. 

T  ,  Gen.  Greene  deter- 

June  igti.  mjne(}  Up0I1  the  latter. 

The  attack  was  made  before  day ; 
and  the  Americans  who  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  dorm  the  redoubt  dis¬ 
played  an  undaunted  courage. 
The  garrifon  received  them  with 
equal  gallantry.  Scarcely  an  offi¬ 


cer  or  private  man  who  entered 
the  ditch,  but  was  either  killed 
or  wounded  ;  and  yet,  though  the 
impracticability  of  the  attempt 
foon  became  as  obvious  to  all  as  its 
danger,  no  one  betrayed  by  a  fin- 
gle  movement,  the  {mailed  indi¬ 
cation  of  quitting  his  ground. 
The  commander  feeing  fo  many 
brave  men  fruitlefsly  fall,  and 
that  fortune  or  chance,  which  fo 
often  befriend  bold  enterprize, 
fhewed  no  difpofition  at  all  of  a  fil¬ 
ing  in  their  fauour,  put  an  end  to 
the  combat,  before  it  became  more 
ruinous,  by  calling  off  the  re¬ 
mainder  foon  after  day  light. 

As  Greene  fcarcely  lefs  than  ex- 
pefied  what  now  really  happened, 
he  had  accordingly  provided  for 
the  event.  All  the  heavy  baggage 
and  incumbrances  of  the  c^mp, 
had  been  previoufly  difpatch- 
ed  acrols  the  Saluda  ;  whither, 
upon  this  repulfe,  he  alfo  imme¬ 
diately  retired  with  his  whole 
force.  Though  the  Americans 
loft  fome  valuable  officers,  and  not 
a  few  private  men,  in  this  attack, 
yet  the  number  actually  {lain  (as 
frequently  happens  in  fuch  cafes) 
was  much  below  what  might  have  , 
been  expefied.  Nothing  could  t 
exceed  the  condufi  and  firmneis  of 
the  governor  and  garrifon,  whether 
in  the  a  {fault,  or  during  every  pre¬ 
vious  part  of  the  liege. 

Lord  Rawdon  arrived  at  Ninety- 
Six  on  the  2  ill  of  June  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  received  intelligence  that 
Greene  had  halted  in  a  throng  po- 
fition  behind  Ruffi  River,  at  about 
1 6  miles  diltance,  and  that  he  was 
likewife  ftill  incumbered  with  fome 
waggons  and  baggage,  that  afiive 
commander  put  his  fatigued  troops 
again  in  motion,  and  crolfed  the 
Saluda  on  the  following  night  in 
his  purfuit  j  every  kind  of  bay 
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gage,  even  the  men’s  packs,  be¬ 
ing  left  behind  at  Ninety-Six. 
Greene  was,  however,  fo  well  ac¬ 
quainted  now  with  the  character 
of  his  enemy,  and  fo  well  guarded 
again  ft  furprize,  that  the  Britilh 
troops  had  fcarcely  parted  the  Sa¬ 
luda,  when  he  moved  with  the 
litmoft  expedition  trom  Bufli  Ri¬ 
ver.  Lord  Rawdon  purfued  him 
with  the  utmoft  rapidity  ;  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  fords  of  the  Ennoree, 
forty  miles  from  Ninety-Six,  with¬ 
in  two  hours  of  the  time  that 
Greene’s  army  had  pafted  them. 
The  troops  were  fo  fpent  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  overcome  by  the  heat, 
that  it  was  impoftible  to  do  more; 
but  Greene  was  fo  apprehenfive  of 
his  enemies,  that  he  continued 
his  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  with¬ 
out  ceaftng,  until  he  had  parted 
both  the  Tyger  and  the  Broad 
Rivers. 

The  Britifh  commander  found 
it  necertary  to  abandon  the  port:  of 
Ninety-Six  ;  but  as  he  would  not 
omit  any  mark  of  attention  to  the 
loyalifts  of  that  country,  much 
lefs  have  it  imagined  that  they 
were  abandoned,  he  ordered  that 
the  principals  Ihould  be  convened, 
and  propoials  made  to  them — That 
if  they  would  keep  together,  and 
undertake  the  defence  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  againft  their  own  dilaffefted 
inhabitants,  a  Small  party  ihould 
be  left  to-,  keep  them  in  counte¬ 
nance,  with  the  farther  encou¬ 
ragement,  that  detachments  from 
the  Congarees  Ihould  at  all  times 
be  lent  to  their  fupport,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  any  force  which  Greene 
might  difpatch  to  invade  their  ter¬ 
ritory  :  and  that  on  the  other 
hand,  care  Ihould  be  taken  to 
provide  for  the  removal  of  luch 
families  as  Ihould  prefer  to  be 
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fixed  upon  the  abandoned  planta-; 
tions,  within  the  new  frontier,! 
which  was  now  intended  to  be 
eftablifhed. — The  refult  was,  that  ; 
the  loyalifts  determined,  for  the 
fecurity  and  preservation  of  their 
families,  to  bring  them  away  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  army  ; 
with  the  farther  view,  when  they 
were  fettled  within  the  affigned 
limits,  that  the  men  Ihould  -be 
embodied,  in  order  to  make  in- 
curfions  into  the  difaffeCted  fettle- 
ments. 

As  Lord  Rawdon’s  impatience 
to  profecute  the  bulmefs  of  the 
campaign,  would  not  admit  of  his 
.  waiting  for  this  determination,  he 
left  Colonel  Cruger  behind,  with 
much  the  greater  part  of  his  force, 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  it  into 
execution ;  while  he  marched  him- 
felf,  with  800  infantry,  and  Sixty 
horfe,  for  the  Congarees. 

He  had  previously  written,  when 
on  his  way  to  Ninety-Six,  to  Col. 
Balfour,  dating  the  expediency 
of  fending  a  ftrong  corps  from 
Charles-Town  to  Grangeburgh, 
as  a  provifion  againft  any  fimilar 
event  that  might  polTibly  happen. 
Upon  Balfour’s  application  to 
Colonel  Gould,  he  immediately 
granted  a  battalion  of  his  corps 
for  that  purpoie  ;  and  Lord  Raw¬ 
don,  before  his  departure  from 
Ninety-Six,  had,  in  confequence, 
received  advice  from  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Charles-Town,  not 
only  of  Gould’s  compliance,  but 
that  the  3d  regiment  was  under 
orders  to  arrive  at  Orangeburgh 
by  a  Specified  day,  and  there  to 
wait  his  inftruCtions ;  and,  as  if 
it  were  to  remove  every  polfibility 
of  doubt,  he  received  a  Succeed- 
ing  letter  from  Col.  Stuart,  who 
commanded  that  regiment,  with 

informa- 
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information,  that  he  was  already 
confiderably  advanced  on  his  way 
to  Orangeburgh.  This  intorma- 
tion,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the 
expeded  fupport,  were  the  grounds 
upon  which  Lord  Rawdon  found¬ 
ed  his  immediate  plan  of  opera¬ 
tion  ;  and  were  particularly  the 
caufe  of  his  leaving  lb  great  a 
part  of  his  force  behind,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  with  rather  an  unequal 
corps  to  the  Congarees  In  the 
fame  perfuafion,  he  difpatched  a 
number  of  melTengers  by  different 
routes,  to  meet  Colonel  Stuart  at 
Orangeburgh,  and  appointing 
their  jundion  at  the  Congarees  on 
the  3d  of  July. 

Through  fome  error  or  mifap- 
prehenfion,  which  has  not  been 
explained.  Colonel  Stuart  was 
not  only  flopped  on  his  march  by 
orders  from  Charles-Town,  but 
was  fo  far  recalled,  that  he  fell 
back  to  Dorchefter,  on  his  return 
to  that  place.  It  may  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  expectation  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  French  fleet  and 
army  on  the  coaft,  in  order  to 
co-operate  with  Greene,  and  to 
put  a  final  end  to  the  war  in  that 
quarter  by  the  reduction  of  Charles- 
Town,  had  a  great  influence  on 
the  operations  of  this  campaign, 
and  on  the  condud  and  move¬ 
ments  of  the  commanders  on  both 
fides  ;  it  may  not  therefore  be  un- 
re?  fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
apprehenfion,  perhaps  revived  by 
fome  new  report,  occafioned  the 
recai  cf  Col.  Stuart.  But  how¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  it  certainly  was 
a  meafure  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumftances,  might  have  proved 
fatal  in  the  event  to  Lord  Rawdon  ; 
and  which  was  attended  with  no 
fmall  danger  even  in  the  prefent 
infiance. 


Greene  had  early  information 
of  the  ftate  of  force  in  which  the 
Britifh  commander  marched  from 
Ninety-Six  ;  and  had  the  fortune 
likewife  to  intercept  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Stuart,  fignifying  the 
change  that  had  been  made  in  his 
inftruCtions,  and  the  confequent 
impoffibility  of  meeting  him  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed.  Thefe 
circumftances  led  him  to  the  de- 
fign  of  l'urrounding  Lord  Raw¬ 
don  fo  effectually  that  he  could 
not  extricate  himfelf,  while  he 
continued  lingering  in  the  vain  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  reinforcement  which 
was  not  to  arrive. 

Lord  Rawdon  by  forced  march¬ 
es,  in  order  to  furprize  a  body  of 
militia,  of  which'  he  had  received 
fome  intelligence,  arriv-  t  ,  I  ^ 
ed  at  the  Congarees  two  ^ 
days  before  the  appointed  time  ;  a 
rapidity  of  movement,  which  pro¬ 
bably  had  no  lmali  effeCt  upon 
the  iffue  of  Greene’s  fcheme.  He 
loon  difcovered  that  the  enemy’s 
light  troops  were  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  took  the  necefl'ary 
precautions  on  that  account  ;  but 
his  cavalry,  regardlels  of  exprefs 
orders  to  the  contrary,  went  -  out 
by  themfelves  to  forage  on  the 
morning  of  the  very  day  upon 
which  Col.  Stuart  was  expeded. 
They  were  foon  furrounded  by 
Lee’s  legion,  and  two  officers, 
with  forty  dragoons,  and  their 
horfes,  were  all  taken  without  a 
blow.  This,  which  in  other  cir¬ 
cumftances  would  not  have  been 
much  thought  of,  was  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  a  moll  grievous  ftroke  ;  and 
more  particularly  fo,  as  the  means 
of  procuring  intelligence  in  this 
c rifts  of  fo  much  danger,  was 
thereby  cut  off  almoft  entirely. 
This  lofs,  with  the  unexpeded 
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aflemblage  of  the  enemy,  which 
had  already  been  difcovered  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  un¬ 
expected  fid  a  re  on  Stuart’s  lide, 
happily  laid  open  at  once  to  Lord 
Raw  don,  all  the  danger  of  his 
own  fit  nation.  He  accordingly 
determined  indantly  to  begin  his 
march  towards  Orangeburgh  ;  and 
to  meet  or  find  Stuart  wherever 
he  was. 

His  route  lay  acrofs  Congaree 
Creek,  at  about  three  miles  dis¬ 
tance  '9  a  broad  piece  of  water,  in 
mod  parts  deep,  and  enclofed  by 
difficult  banks.  Colonel  Lee,  who 
had  been  appointed  to  the  guard 
of  this  palfage,  having  deftroyed 
the  bridge,  and  felled  trees  to 
render  the  fords  impradticable, 
had  then  polled  himfelf  behind 
the  creek,  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  cavalry,  and  fome  infan¬ 
try  of  his  legion.  The  intenfe 
heat  of  the  fun  about  noon,  which 
deemed  alinoft  to  difable  every  fort 
of  motion,  and  in  every  fpecies  of 
animal,  had  thrown  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  off  their  guard  *  and  the 
unexpedled  arrival  of  the  Britifh 
forces  in  that  critical  period, 
ferved  much  to  facilitate  the  pal- 
fage.  After  the  exchange  of  only 
a  few  ineffectual  diets,  a  body  of 
infantry  were  thrown  over,  who 
having  difperfed  the  enemy  with¬ 
out  trouble,  the  troops  foon  clear¬ 
ed  the  fords,  and  palfed  them 
without  interruption. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  joined  on 
the  day  after  his  arrival  at  O- 
rangeburgh,  by  Col.  Stuart,  with 
his  own  regiment ;  but  was  great¬ 
ly  dilappointed  at  finding  that  he 
was  unaccompanied  by  a  body  of 
cavalry,  which  had  been  promifed 
and  which  were  fo  particularly 
warned.  At  the  fame  time  advice 


was  received,  that  Greene  had 
palfed  the  Congaree,  and  was  in 
full  march  to  attack  the  Britifh 
army.  That  commander,  having 
miffed,  what  he  iitfle  lefs  than 
conlidered  as  a  certain  prey,  had 
collected  all  the  force  which  the 
country  afforded,  and  leemed  de¬ 
termined,  before  they  were  far¬ 
ther  ftregthened,  to  try  his  for- 
tane  in  the  field.  He  Jul 
accordingly  led  his  ar-  J  J 
my  within  four  miles  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  camp  ;  and  in  the  evening,  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry,  clofely 
reconnoitred  their  pofition.  As 
their  fituation  had  but  little  of 
ftrength  in  it,  excepting  that 
the  winding  of  the  river,  which 
lay  in  their  rear,  would  in  fome 
meafure  remedy  the  total  want  of 
cavalry,  by  ferving  as  a  cover  to 
their  flanks,  and  reducing  the 
enemy  to  a  diredt  attack.  Lord 
Rawdon  flattered  himfelf,  that 
Greene’s  fuperiority  of  numbers, 
would  in  the  morning  have  tempt¬ 
ed  him  to  the  trial. 

While  the  Britifh  forces  were 
impatient  for  that  wilhed  event, 
their  difpofition  and  countenance 
-  had  produced  a  diredtly  contrary 
effedt.  Fot  Greene  had  aban¬ 
doned  his  camp,  and  retired  with 
fuch  expedition  in  the  night,  and 
his  movement  was  fo  long  and 
effedtually  covered  by  his  nume¬ 
rous  light  troops,  that  he  had  le~ 
cured  his  palfage  back  acrofs  the 
Congaree,  before  Lord  Rawdon 
had  received  notice  of  his  retreat. 

* — An  unfuccelsful  attempt  made 
by  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion, 
upon  the  19th  regiment  at  Monk’s 
Corner,  along  with  this  retreat  of 
Greene,  doled  the  campaign  in 
South  Carolina  ;  the  intemperate- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  for  a  ieafon, 

over 
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overcoming  the  violence  of  man. 
Greene  being  joined  by  Marion 
and  the  reft,  took  poft  on  the  high 
hills  of  Santee,  to  the  eaftward  of 
that  river.  The  Santee,  the  Con- 
garee,  and  the  Edifto,  were  the 
eitablifhed  boundaries  on  the  Britifh 
fide. 

It  is  impoffible  to  do  juftice  to 
the  fpirit,  patience,  and  invinci¬ 
ble  fortitude,  difplayed  by  the 
commanders,  officers,  and  fol- 
diers,  during  thefe  dreadful  cam¬ 
paigns  in  the  two  Carolinas.  They 
had  not  only  to  contend  with  men, 
and  thefe  by  no  means  deficient  in 
bravery  and  enterprize,  but  they 
encountered  and  furmounted  diffi¬ 
culties  and  fatigues  from  the  cli¬ 
mate  and  country,  which  would 
appear  infuperable  in  theory,  and 
almoft  incredible  in  the  relation. 
They  difplayed  military,  and,  we 
may  add,  moral  virtues,  far  above 
all  praile.  During  renewed  fuc- 
ceffions  of  forced  marches,  under 
the  rage  of  a  burning  fun,  and  in 
a  climate,  at  that  feafon,  pecu¬ 
liarly  inimical  to  man,  they  were 
frequently,  when  finking  under 
the  moft  exceffive  fatigue,  not 
only  deftitute  of  every  comfort, 
but  almoft  of  every  necefiary, 
which  feems  elfential  to  his  exift- 
ence.  During  the  greater  part  of 
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the  time,  they  were  totally  defti¬ 
tute  of  bread,  and  the  country  af¬ 
forded  no  vegetables  for  a  fubfti- 
tute.  Salt  at  length  failed  ;  and 
their  only  refources  were  water 
and  the  wild  cattle  which  they 
found  in  the  woods.  Above  fifty 
men,  in  this  laft  expedition,  funk 
under  the  vigour  of  their  exer¬ 
tions,  and  periftied  through  mere 
fatigue.  We  muft  not,  however, 
confine  the  praife  entirely  to  the 
Britifh  troops,  as  a  detachment  of 
Heffians,  which  had  been  lent 
upon  this  occafion  by  General  de 
Bofe,  defervedly  come  in  for  their 
proper  lhare.  The  fame  juftice 
requires,  that  the  Americans 
fhould  not  be  deprived  of  their 
lhare  of  this  fatal  glory.  They 
had  the  fame  difficulties  to  en¬ 
counter,  joined  to  a  fortune  in  the 
field  generally  adverfe.  Yet,  on 
the  whole,  ti  e  campaign  termi¬ 
nated  in  their  favour.  General 
Greene  having  recovered  the  far 
greater  part  of  Georgia,  and  of  the 
two  Carolinas. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confideration, 
that  fuch  talents,  bravery,  and  mi¬ 
litary  virtue,  fhould  have  been  ex- 
ercifed  in  vain.  This  inaulpi- 
cious  war,  was  the  only  one,  in 
which  they  would  not  have  pro¬ 
duced  their  proper  e$e&. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Great  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Spanijh  feet  in  a  hurricane ,  on  its  way  to  the 
attack  of  Wef  Florida .  Is  refitted,  and  again  proceeds  from  the  Ha- 
no  anna.  Penfacola  invefied  by  jea  and  land.  Gallant  defence.  Princi¬ 
pal  redoubt  blown  up  by  accident ,  which  compels  Governor  Chefier , 
and  General  Campbell ,  to  afurrender.  PP  efl  Indies.  Ineffectual  attempt 
on  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent.  Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Eifiatius  taken  by  the 
Britijh  fleet  and  army ,  under  Sir  George  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan. 
Prodigious  booty .  Ifiands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba  jur render.  Dutch 
man  op  war  and  convoy ,  on  their  return  to  Europe ,  putjued  and,  taken. ^ 
cPhe fettlements  oj  Demerary ,  Iffequiho ,  and  the  Bcrb iceSy  on  the  coaji  op 
Surinam ,  make  a  tender  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Britijh  government,  and  are 
granted  pavourable  conditions.  l)ij contents,  complaints ,  and  L.w  fuits, 
occafioned  by  the  con  ftj cation  oj  private  property  at  St.  Fiji  at  his.  M.  de 
Giraffe  arrives  with  a  jleet  and  great  convoy  in  the  IF  eft  Indies  prom 
Europe.  Engagement  between  him  and  the  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  Drake ,  in  the  Channel  op  St.  Lucia ,  Sir  George  Rodney  departs 
from  St.  Eifiatius  to  oppofe  the  progrejs  of  the  enemy.  Ineffective  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  the  Marquis  de  Boiulle  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.  Fiench 
invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  Vigorous  defence.  Public  J'pirit  of  the 
planters .  Surrendered  by  capitulation.  M.  de  Graff e,  loaning  efcorted 
a  vofi  convoy  on  Its  way  to  Europe,  proceeds  with  his  fleet  to  the  Ctoeja- 
petih.  Sir  George  Rodney  returns  to  England \  and  Sir  Samuel  Flood 
fails  with  a  fquadron  to  counter abi  the  defgns  of  De  Graflje  at  the  Cheja- 
peak . 

WHILST  EnglHhnian  was 
thus  fighting  againft  Eng¬ 
lishman  in  the  Carolinas  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  5  ftill  farther  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  Spain  was  profecuting  her 
views  with  effe6t  againft  England 
in  Weft  Florida.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  Oiewn  the  fuccefs  that  had 
attended  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 

Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  his  dif¬ 
ferent  expeditions,  in  the  years 
1779,  and  1780,  fort  againft  the 
Britilh  fettlements  on  the  Mifti- 
ITippi,  and  afterwards  againft  the 
town  and  fort  of  Mobille.  Thele 
lucceffes,  and  the  confeqnent  re¬ 
duction  of  General  Campbell's 
fmall  force  naturally  extended  his 
views  to  the  taking  of  Penfacola, 
and  thereby  completing  the  con- 


1  - 

queft  of  the  province.  The  in¬ 
volved  ftate  of  the  Britifh  affairs, 
(which  were  every  day,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  globe,  becoming 
more  embaraffed)  afforded  every 
encouragement  that  could  quicken 
him  in  the  prolecution  of  that  de- 
fign. 

After  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts 
in  the  laft  year,  which  had  failed 
rn  the  cutlet,  Don  Galvez  went 
himfelf  to  the  Havannah,  in  order 
to  forward,  and  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  a  great  expedition  i 
from  thence,  which  was  intended  1 
for  the  beginning  of  the  prefent. 
Fortune  feemed  at  firft  to  fmile 
upon  Penfacola  ;  but  unluckily, 
no  means  were,  or  probably  could 
be  afforded,  to  profit  of  the  occa- 
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fion.  A  violent  hurricane  had 
nearly  ruined  the  Spanifh  fleet. 
Four  capital  fhips,  befides  others 
of  diflerent  denominations,  were 
totally  loft,  and  all  on  board  peri  di¬ 
ed.  The  lots  of  lives  was  rated 
conflderablv  above  two  thtrufand. 

j 

The  remainder  of  the  Shattered 
fleet  put  back  to  the  Havannah  ; 
feveral  of  them  being  much  torn  and 
dilmafted,  and  the  whole  conflder- 
ably  injured. 

The  critical  arrival  of  four  ftore 
fhips  from  Spain  during  their  ab- 
fence,  enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedily  ; 
and  knowing  there  was  no  Britifli 
naval  force  in  the  way  to  oppofe 
them,  without  waiting  till  the 
whole  fleet  was  in  condition,  they 
difpatched  live  fail  of  the  line, 
with  leveral  Smaller  veffels  of  war, 
to  conduct  Don  Galvez,  with  be¬ 
tween  leven  and  eight  thoufand 
land  forces,  on  the  expedition. 
This  force  arrived  before  Penfa- 
cola  on  the  9th  of  March,  1781  ; 
and  were  followed  in  time  by  Don 
Solano,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fleer,  the  whole  amounting  to  15 
fail  of  the  line. 

The  principal  ftrength  of  the 
place  feems  to  have  lain  in  the  de- 
tetice  of  the  harbour  $  for  while 
that  was  made  good,  the  enemy 
would  not  only  be  expoled  to  great 
difficulties  and  disadvantages  in 

m  O 

their  landing,  but  afterwards  in 
the  covering  and  carrying  on  of 
their  approaches  ;  and  which  would 
Hill  be  too  diftant  from  the  works 
to  produce  much  efFed.  But  the 
land  batteries  were  not  Sufficient 
to  guard  the  entrance  without 
fome  naval  Support  ;  and  that 
Which  they  now  had  was  weak 
indeed,  confifting  only  of  two 
floops,  or  other  Small  veffels  of 
war.  Thefe,  however,  gallantly 
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Seconded  the  batteries  ;  and  both 
together  gave  much  trouble,  and 
cauied  no  Small  delay  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  Their  vaft  Superiority  of 
force,  when  it  could  be  brought 
properly  to  bear,  was,  however, 
irreliitable.  The  palfage  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  at  length  forced  ;  the 
landing  effected  ;  ground  broken  ; 
and  the  Siege  commenced  in  form 
by  Sea  and  land.  The  garrifoa 
was  weak  ;  and  compofed  of  al- 
rnoft  all  Softs  of  men.  Detach¬ 
ments  from,  or  rather  the  remains 
of  different  Britifh  regiments  ; 
Maryland  and  Penfylvania  loyal¬ 
ists  ;  Some  of  the  German  troops  of 
Waldeck  ;  together  with  Sailors, 
marines  ;  inhabitants,  (for  every 
man  was  of  neceflity  a  Soldier)  ; 
negroes ;  and,  before  the  place 
was  clofelv  inverted,  a  few  Indians, 
formed  the  motley  aifemblage,  who 
were  to  defend  Penfacola  againft  So 
formidable  a  force. 

It  was  much  to  the  honour  of 
Gen.  Campbell,  the  governor,  that 
there  was  not  the  lmalleft  dilcord- 
ance  in  lo  various  a  garrifon  ; 
and  it  was  no  lefs  praife  to  them- 
felves,  that  the  whole  behaved 
bravely,  patiently,  and  obedient¬ 
ly,  through  every  part  of  the  Siege. 
It  would  be  uoneceftary  to  men¬ 
tion,  only  that  their  fate  might 
otherwife  appear  doubtful,  that 
the  captains,  officers,  and  crews 
of  the  two  royal  floops  of  war,  af¬ 
ter  burning  their  velfels,  bore  a 
diftinguiffied  part  in  the  defence  of 
the  fort.  Indeed  every  part  of  the 
defence  was  vigorous  ;  and  not- 
witliftandine  the  weaknefs  cf  the 
garrifon,  fome  well  di reded  Sal¬ 
lies  were  gallantly  made,  and  Suc¬ 
cessfully  executed.  In  the  flrft 
week  of  May,  the  befiegers  had 
yet  done  nothing  that  looked  to  a 
[<V]  2  •  decifion. 
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decifion.  They  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  at  all  flack  in  advancing 
their  works,  and  the  fate  of  the 
place  was,  inevitable  ;  but  it  would 
Hill  have  coft  them  confiderably 
more  time  and  trouble,  il  an  unto¬ 
ward  accident  had  not  fruftrated  the 
hopes  of  the  befieged. 

The  principal  defence  of  the 
place  confifted  in  a  ftrong  ad¬ 
vanced  redoubt,  by  which  it  was 
covered,  and  which  commanded 
the  narrow  approach  to  it  on  the 
land  fide.  This  was  accordingly 
to  be  lupported  to  the  laft  *,  which 
bad  hitherto  been  done  with  great 
I'pirit,  and  the  works  had  buffered 
lefs  than  might  have  been  expeCt- 
*  ,  p  ,  ed.  The  accidental  fall- 
Mar  8th-  ing  of  a  bomb,  near  the 
door  of  the  magazine  belonging  to 
the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under 
its  center,  decided  the  fate  of 
Penfacola.  The  burfting  of  the 
tomb  forced  open  the  door,  let 
fire  to  the  powder  within,  and  in 
an  inftant,  the  whole  body  of  the 
redoubt  prefented  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  rubbifh,  Of  about  an 
hundred  men  who  buffered  by  this 
exploiion,  three  parts  loft  their 
lives,  and  the  fourth  were  miier- 
ably  maimed  and  wounded.  T wo 
flank  works  ftill  remained  entire  % 
and  through  the  extraordinary 
coolnefs  and  intrepidity  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  in  thefe, 
and  the  excellent  ufe  they  made 
of  their  artillery,  the  befiegers, 
who  rufhefl  on  pellmell  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  confufion,  and  to 
ilorm  the  place,  were,  in  their 
firft  onfet,  repulfed.  By  this  brave 
exertion,  time  was  obtained  to 
carry  off  the  wounded,  and  fuch 
artillery  as  were  not  buried  in  the 
ruins.  But  the  enemy  now  bring¬ 
ing  up  their  whole  force  to  attack 
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the  flank  redoubts,  they  were  of 
neceflity  abandoned. 

The  enemy  then  made  a  (hew  of 
advancing  to  ftorm  the  body  ot 
the  place  ;  but  the  countenance 
they  -oblerved,  and  the  ftate  of 
preparation  they  perceived,  in¬ 
duced  them  to  relinquifh  the  de- 
fign.  They,  however,  now  de¬ 
rived  fuch  advantages  from  the 
poffeflion  of  the  ruined  redoubt, 
and  of  the  flank  works,  that  the 
place  was  no  longer  tenable  ;  for 
they  commanded  fome  ol  the  prin¬ 
cipal  batteries  fo  effectually  with 
their  fmall  arms,  that  the  foldiers 
and  feamen  could  no  longer  ftand 
to  their  guns.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  without  the  moft  dif- 
tant  hope  of  relief,  it  would  have 
been  madnefs  to  contend  longer. 
It  was  Angular,  that  in  this  ftate 
of  imminent  and  apparent  danger, 
and  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  re¬ 
cent  deftruCtion  before  their  eyes, 
not  a  Angle  word  about  a  furrend- 
er  was  heard  in  the  garrifon.  An 
honourable  capitulation  was  ob¬ 
tained,  by  Mr.  Chefter,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province,  and  Major 
Gen.  Campbell  *  and  that  was  all 
that  could  have  been  expeCted,  or 
even  hoped  The  place  M  h> 
\yas  delivered  up,  on  the  J  y 
day  two  months,  that  the  enemy 
had  firft  made  their  appearance. 

Thus  fell  the  province  of  Weft 
Florida,  which  had  been  held 
among  the  principal  acquifitions  ob¬ 
tained  to  Great  Britain  by  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Paris. 

Whilft  the  war  thus  alternately 
raged  and  languifhed  in  different 
parts  of  the  continent  of  North 
America,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
take  a  view  of  thofe  tranfaclions 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  led  in 
no  fmall  degree  in  their  con- 

fequences. 
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fequences,  to  that  fatal  event 
which  was  to  clofe  the  campaign 
in  Virginia,  and  feemed  to  threat¬ 
en  no  lefs  than  the  total  extinction 
of  the  Britifh  power  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

Upon  the  return  of  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  from  New  York 
to  St.  Lucia,  towards  the  dole  of 
the  year  1780,  the  reports  which 
were  received,  of  the  ruinous  and 
difmantled  Urate  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Vincent,  through  the  eifeCts  of 
the  late  hurricane,  induced  that 
commander  and  Gen.  Vaughan, 
to  undertake  an  expedition  £or 
the  recovery  of  that  ifland.  Some 
troops,  with  the  marines  of  the 
fleet,  were  accordingly  landed  ; 
but  after  a  day’s  continuance  on 
the  ifland,  the  enemy  were  found  in 
fuch  force,  and  their  works  in  fuch 
condition,  that  the  commanders 
fuffered  the  mortification  of  being 
obliged  to  re-embark  the  troops, 
without  venturing  to  hazard  an 
attack. 

It  was  not  much  more  than  a 
month  after  this  ineffective  at¬ 
tempt,  when  the  commanders  in 
chief  by1  fea  and  land,  in  confe- 
quence  of  inftruCtions  from  Eng¬ 
land,  directed  their  views  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Dutch  ifland  of 
St.  Euflatius.  This  ifland,  bar¬ 
ren  and  contemptible  in  itlelf,  has 
long  been  the  feat  of  a  lucrative 
and  prodigious  commerce ;  and 
indeed  might  be  confidered  as  the 
grand  free  port  of  the  Weft-Indies 
arid  America,  and  as  a  general 
market,  and  magazine,  to  all 
nations.  Its  richeft  harvefts  were, 
however,  during  the  feafons  of 
warfare  amongft  its  neighbours  ; 
owing  to  its  neutrality  and  fitua- 
tion,  with  its  unbounded  and  un¬ 
ci  ogged  freedom  of  trade.  So 


ftrong  was  the  fpirit  of  commerce, 
and  fo  immerfed  were  its  checker¬ 
ed  and  tranfient  inhabitants  in 
traffick  and  gain,  that  when  Hol¬ 
land  herfelf  was  engaged  in  a  war, 
the  fame  freedom  of  trade  conti¬ 
nued,  and  the  enemy  were  nor 
only  fupplied  with  all  manner  of 
common  necelfaries,  but  even  with 
naval  and  military  (lores,  as  .jf  no 
rupture  with  the  parent  (late  had 
taken  place. 

This  ifland  is  a  natural  fortifi¬ 
cation  ;  and  has  but  one  landing 
place,  which  might  be  eafily  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable  to  an  enemy. 
But  hoftility  and  war,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  themfelves,  being  totally 
out  of  the  ideas  of  fuch  a  people, 
defence  could  not  be  thought  of. 
It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a  barren 
rock  were  not  very  numerous  ;  and 
from  the  circumftances  we  have 
related  it  will  not  appear  lurpriz- 
ing,  that  they  fliould  notwith- 
Itanding  include  in  their  number, 
fome  lei's  or  greater  portion  of  the 
natives  of  almofl  all  trading  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  Britifli  fleet  and  army,  af¬ 
ter  exciting  an  alarm  on  the  coalls 
of  Martinique,  with  a  view  only 
of  difguifing  their  real  defign, 
fuddenly  appeared  before  n  ,  , 

and  furrounded  the  ifland  e  J  3  * 
of  St.  Euflatius  with  a  l7  l' 
great  force  j  when  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  General  Vaughan, 
lent  a  peremptory  l'ummons  to  the 
governor,  to  furrender  the  ifland 
and  its  dependencies  within  an 
hour  ;  accompanied  with  a  decla¬ 
ration  or  threat,  that  if  any  refin¬ 
ance  was  made,  he  mull  abide  by 
the  conicquences.  Mr.  de  Graaff, 
the  governor,  totally  ignorant  of 
the  rupture  between  England  and 

[G]  3  Holland, 
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Holland,  could  fcarcely,  at  firft, 
believe  the  officer  who  delivered 
the  fummons  to  he  ferious.  He, 
however,  returned  for  anlwer, 
that  being  utterly  incapable  of 
making  any  deb  nee  again!:  the 
force  which  invefted  the  ifland, 
he  mud  of  neceffity  furrender  it ; 
only  recommending  the  town  and 
inhabitants  to  the  known  and  ui'ual 
clemency  of  Britiih  commanders. 

The  wealth  found  in  the  place 
was  fo  prodigious,  as  to  excite  the 
adonilhment  even  of  the  conquer¬ 
ors,  notwithftanding  their  inti¬ 
mate  previous  knowledge  ot  its 
nature  and  circumftances.  The 
whole  illand  feemed  to  be  only 
one  vaft  magazine.  All  the  dore- 
houfes  were  not  only  filled  with 
various  commodities,  but  the 
beach  was  covered  with  hogfheads 
of  fugar  and  tobacco.  The  va¬ 
lue  of  the  commodities  was  edi- 
mated,  by  a  loofe,  but  fuppofed 
moderate  calculation,  as  being  con- 
fderably  above  three  millions  fter- 
ling.  But  this  was  only  a  part. 
The  capture  of  fhipping  was  im- 
menfe.  Above  250  veifels  of  all 
denominations,  and  many  of  them 
richly  loaded,  were  taken  in  the 
bay  $  exciufive  of  a  Dutch  frigate 
of  war,  of  38  guns,  and  five  lefifier 
ones. 

The  neighbouring  fmall  Elands 
of  St.  Martin  and  Saba,  were 
reduced  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and 
Sir  George  Rodney  having  in¬ 
formation,  that  a  fleet  ol  about 
30  large  (hips*  richly  laden  with 
fugarj  and  other  Wed- India  com¬ 
modities,  had,  juft  before  his  arrival, 
failed  from  Euftatius  for  Holland, 
under  convoy  of  a  flag  (hip  of  fixty 
guns,  he  immediately  difpatchecj 
the  Monarch  and  Panther,  with 


the  Sybil  frigate,  in  purfuit  of 
them.  Thefe  foon  overtook  the 
convoy ;  and  the  Dutch  admiral 
refuting  to  flrike  his  colours,  (for 
he  had  refrained,  as  he  faw  he 
could  not  fupport  it,  from  hoid- 
ing  his  flag,  upon  a  principle  of 
naval  if  not  national  honour)  and 
all  remonftrances  proving  inert ec- 
tnal  to  lubdue  his  obdinacy,  a 
fhort  engagement  took  place  be¬ 
tween  him,  in  the  Mars,  and 
Capt.  Reynolds  in  the  Monarch  ; 
in  which  the  former  died  bravely 
in  defence  of  his  (hip.  The  Mars, 
then  immediately  ftruck ;  and 
the  Panther  and  Sybil  having  in 
the  mean  time  reftrained  the 
flight  and  feparation  of  the  mer¬ 
chantmen,  the  whole  convoy  was 
taken. 

This  was  one  of  the  fevered 
blows  that  Holland  could  have  re¬ 
ceived.  The  Dutch  Weft-India 
company,  with  the  magiftracy  and 
citizens  of  Amderdam,  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  great  fufferers  upon  the 
occafion.  But  the  greated  weight 
of  the  calamity  fee  ms  to  hare  fal¬ 
len  upon  the  Britifh  merchants, 
who  confiding  in  the  neutrality  of 
the  place,  and  in  fome  a  fits  of  par¬ 
liament,  made  to  encourage  the 
bringing  of  their  property  from 
the  illands  lately  taken  by  the 
French,  had  accumulated  a  great 
quantity  of  Weft-Iudia  produce, 
as  well  as  of  European  goods, 
in  this  place.  For  all  the  proper¬ 
ty  was  indiferirninately  feized, 
inventoried,  and  declared  to  be 
confificated. 

The  keeping  up  of  Dutch  co¬ 
lours  in  the  nominal  fort  at  St. 
Euftatius,  rendered  it  for  fome  time 
a  decoy  to  French,  Dutch,  and 
American  veflels  j  a  confiderable 

number 
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number  of  which  fell  according- 
ly  into  the  hands  cf  the  conquerors 
without  trouble. 

As  the  immediate  pa  (lion  ufual- 
ly  pre  Tides  over,  if  it  does  not  en¬ 
tirely  fuperfede  ail  former,  fo  our 
new  enemy  feemed  now  to  abforb 
the  whole  body  of  our  .wrath.  In 
the  Weft-Indies  particularly,  the 
late  lucceffes,  and  the  immenfe 
rewards  which  they  afforded,  di¬ 
rected  all  the  views  of  rapine,  it 
not  of  ambition,  to  the  Dutch  fet- 
tlcmenrs,  which  were  totally  de- 
fencelefs  ;  and  indeed,  it  feemed 
for  a  time,  as  if  it  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten,  that  we  had  any 
other  enemy  to  encounter.  It 
was  impoiiible  that  this  dream 
could  iatft  long.  And,  like  other 
iilulion3  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
awaking  was  attended  with  difap- 
pointment,  trouble,  and  difmay. 

A  fquadron  of  privateers,  moft- 
ly  belonging  to  Briftol,  as  loon  as 
they  heard  of  the  rupture  with 
Holland,  boldly  entered  the  ri¬ 
vers  of  Demerajty  and  Illequibo, 
which  were  deemed  highly  dan¬ 
gerous,  if  not  utterly  unnaviga- 
ble  to  ftrangers,  and  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  courage  and  en- 
terprize,  brought  out,  from  under 
the  guns  of  the  Dutch  forts  and 
batteries,  almcft  all  the  velfels  of 
any  value  in  either  river.  The 
prizes  were  confiderable.  And  as 
it  was  impo liable  for  the  privateers 
to  be  yet  provided  with  letters 
of  marque  and  reprizal  againft  the 
new  and  unexpedted  enemy,  they 
trufted  to  the  honour  of  govern¬ 
ment  not  to  take  any  advantage  of 
that  defect,  in  doing,  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  thejrq  to  be  good  lervice 
to  their  country  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves. 

Thefe  fectlemeats  of  Demerarv 
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and  Illequibo,  as  well  as  the 
neighbouring  one  of  Berbices,  ap¬ 
pertain  to  the  Dutch  colony, 
which  is  known  by  the  general 
name  of  Surinam,  and  which 
forms  a  moderate  part  of  that 
vaft  country  on  the  continent  of 
South  America,  antiently  called 
Guiana  ;  for  ever  rendered  memo¬ 
rable  by  the  unhappy  fate  ot  Sir 
W alter  Raleigh.  The  principal 
letdement,  properly  called  Suri¬ 
nam,  and  which  takes  its  name, 
like  the  reft,  from  the  great  river 
on  which  it  is  fttuated,  was  drift 
cultivated  (but  not  in  any  great 
degree)  by  the  Englifb  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  the 
wars  with  Charles  the  Second, 
was  ceded  to  them  by  a  peace,  as 
fome  fort  of  compenfation  for 
their  valuable  colony  of  New- York, 
We  are  not  certain,  whether  a 
law  fuitis  not  yet  in  fome  degree 
kept  alive,  by  the  defendants  or 
ailignees  of  a  Mr.  Clifford,  at 
that  time  the  moll:  confiderable 
planter  in  the  colony,  and  who 
laid  large  claims  upon  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company  for  the  Ioffes 
which  he  then  fuftained,  and 
which  have  never  yet  been  properly 
adjufted. 

The  governors  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  thofe  fettlements 
which  we  firft  mentioned,  being 
fenfible  of  their  defencelels  fitua- 
ticn,  and  being  terrified  at  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  falling  a  prey  to  ad¬ 
venturers,  who  are  as  leldom  confi- 
dered  as  being  ftridt  obfervers,  as 
of  being  proper  judges,  of  thy 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  nations,  had 
already  made  a  tender  of  their  fub- 
miflion  to  the  Governor  of  Barba- 
does  ;  requiring  no  other  terras 
but  a  participation  of  thole  which 
had  been  granted  to  St.  Euftatius 
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and  its  dependencies.  As  both 
parties  were  equally  ignorant  of 
thefe  terms,  the  newly  propofed 
fubjeds  were  neceifarily  referred 
to  the  commanders  in  chief ;  who 
could  alone  tell  the  nature  of  con¬ 
ditions  which  had  never  been  fpe- 
cified,  and  of  which  they  were 
confequently  the  only  interpreters 
and  judges.  A  deputation  was 
accordingly  fent  by  the  Dutch  co- 
lonifts  to  St.  Euftatius  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

There  they  found  that  they  had 
made  a  very  improvident  demand, 
as  in  effed,  the  terms  which  they 
required  were,  that  they  might  be 
defpoiled  of  all  their  goods,  and 
baniihed  from  their  habitations. 
For  this  was  the  general  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  greater  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  St.  Euftatius.  But  the 
odium  which  this  rigorous  pro¬ 
ceeding  began  already  to  excite, 
the  embarraffments  which  it  creat¬ 
ed,  and  the  impoffibility  of  apply¬ 
ing  it,  though  nominally  required, 
to  a  people  who  had  voluntarily 
put  themfelves  under  the  Britilh 
dominion,  obtained  another  lbrt  of 
treatment  for  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
colonies. 

A  nice  line  of  diftindion  was 
drawn,  between  the  honefty  and 
good  properties  of  Dutchmen  in¬ 
habiting  the  continent,  and  of 
thole  living  in 'Blands;  and  the 
point  of  comparative  merit  was 
decided  entirely  to  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  the  former.  They 
were  accordingly  fully  iecured  in 
their  property ;  were  allowed  to 
be  governed  by  their  own  laws 
and  magi  lira  tes  ;  and  had  every 
other  indulgence  granted,  which 
could  have  been  reafonably  or 
fairly  expeded.  At  the  fame  time 
that  their  unfortunate  fellows  in 


St.  Euftatius  were  obliged  to  under¬ 
go  the  opprobrium,  of  having  the 
atrocious  crimes  of  perfkiioufnefs 
and  perjury  publicly  charged  and 
recorded  againft  them  in  the  gazet¬ 
tes  j  and  were  accordingly  treated, 
as  men  unworthy  of  any  degree  of 
protedion  or  fecurity,  much  lei’s  of 
indulgence  or  favour. 

The  Britilh  merchants  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  well  as  at  home, 
having  been  great  fufferers  by  the 
indifcriminate  confifcation  of  all 
private  property  which  took  place  at 
St.  Euftatius,  and  the  former,  who 
from  their  vicinity  were  more  early 
and  fully  acquainted  with  the  tran- 
fadions  at  that  place,  being  like- 
wife  greatly  irritated  at  the  fup- 
pofed  injuftice  and  oppreftion,  and 
the  certain  ruin,  which  individuals 
of  their  own  country,  as  well  as 
their  friends  and  correfpondents 
of  others  had  buffered,  all  thefe 
matters  at  firft  drew  out  ftrong  re- 
prefentations  to  the  commanders 
in  chief,  and  were  at  length  pro¬ 
ductive  of  numberlefs  law  luits, 
which,  probably,  are  not  likely 
to  be  foon  ended.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  by  degrees  occafioned  a 
great  coolnefs*  which  at  length 
carried  too  many  marks  of  grow¬ 
ing  up  to  a  fettled  dillike,  be¬ 
tween  the  naval  commander  in 
chief,  and  thofe  old  Britilh  iilands 
which  were  committed  to  his 
charge  and  protedion  ;  than  which, 
nothing  more  unhappily  could  have 
t;aken  place,  in  fo  critical  a  feafon 
of  the  war. 

Fretted  and  teized  by  remon- 
ftrances  which  he  delpifed,  and  by 
legal  difquifitions,  which  he  could 
not  attend  to,  the  indignation  of 
the  admiral  appeared,  in  ftrong 
charges,  and  an  unufual  tone  and 
language,  even  in  thofe  parts  of 
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his  public  letters  which  were  held 
out  in  the  gazette.  That  gazette 
made  him  declare,  that  the  fettle- 
men  ts  of  Demerary  and  Iflequibo 
would,  in  a  few  years,  under  pro¬ 
per  encouragement,  employ  more 
lhips,  and  produce  more  revenue, 
than  all  the  Britilh  Weft  India 
Illands  put  togecher.  In  another 
of  the  lame  date,  and  printed  in 
the  fame  paper,  he  lays  the  mod 
dangerous  charge  againft  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  Weft  India  merchants,  of  their 
having,  regardlefs  of  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  country, 
contraded  with  the  enemy  to  1  up- 
ply  them  with  provifions  and  naval 
ftores  ;  and  he  ftrengthened  the 
charge  by  an  afTurance,  that  his 
utmoft  attention  fhould  be  di reded 
to  prevent  the  treafon  from  taking 
place. 

It  would  be  an  injuftice  to  the 
mercantile  intereft,  not  to  take 
notice,  that  (after  a  large  reward 
had  been  long  publicly  offered  by 
the  aftembly  of  St.  Chriftopher’s, 
for  the  difcovery  of  thofe  fuppofed 
traitors)  a  juftification,  or  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  above  charge,  has 
been  publicly  and  ftrongly,  but 
without  effed,  demanded.  It  is, 
however,  too  much  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  that  the  diftafte  and 
heart-burnings  ariling  from  thefe 
matters,  as  well  as  from  the  un¬ 
happy  difputes  which  have  fub- 
fifted  between  the  governments 
and  the  people  in  fomeof  the  Weft 
India  Illands,  contributed,  in  no 
fmall  degree,  to  the  Ioffes  we  have 
luftained  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

The  merchants  of  St.  Chrifto¬ 
pher’s,  who  had  buffered  greatly 
by  the  confifcation  of  property  at 
St.  Euftatius,  and  even  the  legi¬ 
slature  of  that  ifland,  took  up  the 
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bufinefs,  fo  far  as  it  was  in  their 
power,  with  great  fpirit.  Several 
ftrong  remonftrances  were  prefent- 
ed  to  the  commander  in  chief,  in 
which  they  ftated,  that  their  con- 
nedions  with  that  ifland,  and  the 
property  they  had  lodged  in  it, 
were  all  in  purfuance  to,  and  un¬ 
der  the  fandion  of  repeated  ads  of 
the  Britilh  parliament;  and  that 
their  commerce  had  befides  been 
entirely  founded  upon  the  fair 
principles  of  merchandize,  and 
conducted  according  to  the  rules 
and  maxims  adopted  by  all  trading 
nations.  Thefe  remonftrances 
produced  as  little  effed,  as  the 
laconic  anfwers,  which  were  at 
fome  times  with  difficulty  obtain¬ 
ed  by  the  committees  who  were 
deputed  upon  the  bufmefs,  afford¬ 
ed  of  latisfadion.  At  length, 
after  much  application,  and  rather 
as  an  ad  of  favour  to  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  a  note  was  given  in  writing, 
the  ftrength  of  which  lay  in  the 
following  words,  viz.  that  the 
ifland  was  Dutch,  every  thing  in 
it  was  Dutch,  was  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  Dutch  flag,  and,  as 
Dutch  it  fhould  be  treated. 

It  is  painful  to  go  through  all 
the  circumftances  of  a  bufinefs, 
which  drew  upon  us  (whether  the 
ads  were  defenfible  or  not)  the 
odium  of  all  Europe.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  all  the  horrors  of  fo 
univerfal  an  havock  of  property, 
which  might  be  expeded,  were 
fully  realized.  The  beginning  of 
this  ftorm  fell  chiefly  upon  the 
Jews,  who  were  numerous  and 
wealthy  in  the  ifland.  Several  of 
thefe,  with  many  indignities, 
were  torn  from  their  habitations, 
and  baniffied,  without  knowing 
the  place  of  their  deftination  ;  and 
were,  in  that  flats  of  nakednefs 
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and  wretchednels,  transported,  as 
outlaws,  and  landed  on  the  ifland 
ot  St.  Chrifcopher’s.  The  aflembly, 
■Ot  that  ifland,  to  their  great  ho¬ 
nour,  palled  an  immediate  act  for 
their  prefen t  relief,  and  future, 
proviflon,  until  they  fhould  have 
tune  to  recover  from  their  calami¬ 
tous  (dilation.  The  jews  were 
Icon  followed  by  the  Americans, 
lame,  at  lead,  of  whom  had  been 
obliged  to  fly  their  native  country, 
through  the  part  which  they  had 
taken  in  Support  of  the  Britifh 
caufe  and  government.  Thefe  un¬ 
happy  people  were  lent  to  St.  Chrif- 
topher’s,  in  much  the  fame  plight 
and  condition  with  the  former  ; 
and  were  received  and  entertained 
with  the  fame  humanity  and  libe¬ 
rality,  by  the  people  and  legiila- 
ture  cf  that  ifland,  The  French 
merchants  and  traders  were  next 
banifhed;  and,  at  length,  the  naT 
live  Dutch,  or  at  lead  the  Am- 
derdammers,  met  with  the  fame 
fate. 

In  the  mean  time,  public  Sales 
were  advertifed,  invitation  given, 
and  protection  afforded,  to  pur- 
chafers  of  all  nations  and  forts  ; 
and  the  iiland  of  St.  Euftatius  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  greateft  auctions 
that  ever  was  opened  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  Never  was  a  better  mar¬ 
ket  for  buyers.  The  goods  were 
fold  for  a  trifling  proportion  of 
their  value  ;  and  it  is  laid,  that 
the  French  agents  made  the  greated 
and  the  mod  lucrative  purcha- 
fes.  The  greated  part  of  the 
goods  were  conveyed  to  French 
and  Danifh  illands  ;  and  left  to 
hnd  their  way  to  thole  enemies, 
for  having  fuppb'ed  whom,  in  the 
way  of  ordinary  commerce,  this 
ifland  fuflered  So  leverely. 

It  is  necefliiry  to  obferve,  that 


the  accounts  we  have  of  thefe  tran- 
fa  Clio  ns  are  derived  either  from 
the  immediate  luderers,  thole  Bri- 
tilb  W ed  Indians,  who,  if  not 
partakers  in  the  lofs,  were  more 
or  Id's  connected  with  thole  who 
were  lofers,  or  thole  public  at- 
counts  given  bv  foreigners.  It 
mud  be  acknowledged,  that  re- 
fentment,  prejudice,  or  partiali¬ 
ty,  may  be  fuppofed  to  operate, 
in  a  lefs  or  greater  degree,  in  all 
thole  modes  of  information.  But 
it  mud  likewile  be  obferved,  that 
this  kind  of  evidence  has,  upon 
this  occaiion,  derived  great  force, 
from  the  weigh  rinds  of  the  mat- 
ter,  and  from  its  having  neither 
been  controverted,  nor  any  other 
account  fubftituted  in  its  place, 
by  thole  who  were  mod,  and  in¬ 
deed  very  deeply,  interedefl  in  its 
refutation. 

Whjjd  the  conquerors  of  St. 
Eudatius  were  bewildered  in  the 
immenfity  of  their  plunder,  mat¬ 
ters  were  tending  to  a  crifls,  which 
was  to  drake  the  Britifh  power, 
both  in  the  Wed  Indies  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  the  center. 

For  towards  the  end  of  , 

March  M.  de  Grade  had 
failed  from  Bred,  with  a  fleet  of 
25  fail  ol  the  line,  the  Saggittaire 
ol  54  guns,  6ooq  land  forces,  and 
a  prodigious  convoy,  amounting 
to  between  two  and  three  hundred 
lhips ;  the  whole  compofing  one 
of  the  larged  and  riche  d  fleets  that 
ever  laded  from  France.  Of  this 
formidable  armament,  five  fhips 
of  the  line,  under  M.  de  Su  ft  rein, 
with  part  of  the  land  forces,  were 
dedined  for  the  Egd  Indies  j  with 
a  view  likewile  of  intercepting 
Commodore  Jolmdone’s  fquadrou 
and  convoy  on  their  way,  M.  de 
Graife,  with  2Q  fail  of  the  line, 

the 
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the  <50  gun  fhipr  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  convoy,  proceeded  di¬ 
rectly  for  Fort-Royal  Bay  in  Mar¬ 
tinique. 

Though  the  departure  of  Com¬ 
modore  Ho  than),  with  a  frnaft 
iquadron,  in  the  month  of  March, 
for  the  protection  of  the  convoy, 
which  bore  a  great  part  of  the  St. 
Euftatius  treafure,  on  its  way  to 
England,  reduced  Sir  George 
Rodney’s  fleet  to  2 1  fail  of  the 
line  ;  vet,  we  fee,  that  it  was  not 
unequal  to  the  encounter  of  the 
outward-bound  French  force  un¬ 
der  M.  de  Grace.  But  the  French 
had  already  eight  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  one  50,  at  Martinique 
and  St.  Domingo  ;  fo  that  the 
arrival  of  De  Graffe  mull  give  then* 
a  decided  fuperiority ;  for  Sir 
Peter  Parker  had  only  four  fail  of 
the  line  -at  Jamaica  ;  and  neither 
the  protection  of  that  iliand,  nor 
its  fltuation  I'o  far  to  leeward, 
would  admit  of  any  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  windward  iflands 
fleet.  Everv  thing  feemed  there- 

j  O 

fore  to  depend  upon  the  intercept¬ 
ing  of  De  Grade’s  fquadron  and 
convoy;  as  his  junction,  frefh  and 
without  aCtion,  ivith  the  French 
fl)ips  already  on  the  ftation,  mud 
evidently  afford  the  means  of  en¬ 
dangering  moil,  if  not  all,  ot  the 
neighbouring  Britiflj  iflands. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  according¬ 
ly,  detached  the  Admirals  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  and  Drake,  with 
17  fail  of  the  line,  to  cruize  off 
Fort  Royal  Bay,  for  that  purpofe. 
He  ftill  continued  him f elf,  with 
his  own  fhip  the  Sandwich  of  90, 
and  the  Triumph  of  74  guns,  at 
*St.  Euftatius ;  as  did  General 
Vaughan,  with  the  ftrong  body  of 
troops,  which  feem  to  have  been, 
from  the  flrft,  not  at  all  neceflary 
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to  the  reduction  of  a  place  in  fo 
poor  a  date  of  defence.  The  Prince 
William,  of  64  guns,  was  then  at 
St.  Lucia;  and  the  Panther,  of 60, 
on  a  cruize. 

'The  courfe  of  the  French  fleet 
from  Europe  to  Fort  Royal,  lay 
through  the  channel  of  St.  Lucia; 
which  is  about  ten  leagues  over, 
and  feparates  that  ifland  from 
Martinique.  The  Cape,  or  Point 
ot  Salines,  in  the  latter,  marks 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  on 
the  eaftern,  or  windward  end, 
which  is  the  courfe  from  Europe  ; 
Fort- Royal  lies  cowards  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  channel,  where  it  wi¬ 
dens  into  the  main  fea,  at  its 
weftern  or  leeward  end.  The  Di¬ 
amond  Rock  lies  about  half  way 
between,  being  detached  from  the 
point  of  a  ftrangely-notched  and 
broken  neck  of  land,  which 
ftretches  into  the  channel  ;  the 
weft  fide  of  the  peninlulaor  neck 
forming  one  of  the  limits  of  a  large 
bay,  which  takes  its  name  from 
Fort-Royal ;  and  that  town  and 
noble  harbour  lying  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  fide  of  the  bay. 

It  has  been  reported,  (but  we 
know  not  upon  what  authority) 
that  Sir  Samuel  Hood  made  fome 
remonftrance,  againft  the  lqua- 
dron’s  being  ftationed  in  the 
channel  off  of  Fort- Royal  Bay,  as 
being  continually  liable  to  fall  to 
leeward,  and  confequently  of  be¬ 
ing  rendered  incapable  of  inter¬ 
cepting  the  enemy  :  and  that  he 
therefore  propofed,  that  they 
fliould  cruife  to  windward  of 
Point  Salines,  a  fltuation  which 
would  render  it  impracticable  for 
any  fleet  to  enter  the  channel 
without  their  encounter  ;  but,  it 
is  likewife  added,  that  this  advice 
orpropolal  was  fo  far  from  being 
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attended  to,  that  he  was  peremp¬ 
torily  ordered  to  adhere  to  his  in- 
ftrudion.  However  that  was, 
whether  the  propofal  was  made, 
rejected,  or  not,  the  fubfequent 
events  fully  fhewed,  that  the 
cruize  off  Point  Salines  was  the 
meafure  which  fhould  have  been 
adopted. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  fome  of 
Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  headmoft  crui¬ 
sers  returned  haftily  in  fight,  with 
iignals,  which  announced  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  fuperior  fleet  and  a 
numerous  convoy,  to  the  wind¬ 
ward  of  Point  Salines.  Motwith- 
ftanding  the  fiiperiority  of  force 
now  denounced,  the  admiral  im¬ 
mediately  made  a  fignal  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  chace  to  windward,  and  in 
fome  time  after,  when  the  fhips 
were  pretty  well  come  up,  he 
formed  the  line  a-head.  The  im¬ 
portance  and  emergency  of  the 
©ccafion,  occafioned  a  confulta- 
tion  between  the  admirals  in  the 
night  when  it  was  determined  to 
continue  the  line  a-head,  lb  that, 
getting  as  much  as  poffible  to 
windward,  they  might  be  enabled 
to  dole  in  with  Fort-Royal  at 
day-light,  lo  as  to  cut  off  the  ene¬ 
my  from  that  harbour, 

April  29.  In  the  m°™«g  the 
r  7  enemy  appeared;  their 

convoy,  keeping  dole  in  under 
the  land,  were  turning  round  the 
Diamond  Rock,  while  De  Grafle 
drew  up  his  fleet  in  a  line  of  battle 
a-breaft  for  their  protedion  ;  and 
notwithftariding  the  utmoft  exer-* 
lions  of  the  Britilh  commanders  to 
gain  the  wind  and  prevent  it,  four 
ihips  cf  the  line  and  a  fifty,  in 
Fort-Royal  harbour,  were  en¬ 
abled  to  join  him.  The  Prince 
William  likewife,  with  great  ce¬ 
lerity  and  diligence,  opportunely 


joined  Sir  Samuel  Hood  at  this 
critical  moment  ;  but  the  French 
had  ftill  a  fiiperiority  of  fix  fhips 
of  the  line. 

Notwithllanding  this  great  ine¬ 
quality  of  force,  every  poffible 
manoeuvre  was  gallantly  ufed  by 
the  Britifh  commanders  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  dole  adion.  As 
the  Count  De  Graffe  was  to  wind¬ 
ward,  the  option  lay  entirely  with 
him,  both  as  to  adion  and  dis¬ 
tance.  He  chofe,  in  the  Teaman’s 
phrafe,  a  long  Jhot  diftance.  The 
French  fired  half  an  hour  before 
their  fhot  could  take  effed,  and  con- 
fequently  before  their  fire  was  re¬ 
turned.  At  half  pafl  eleven  their 
balls  began  to  fiefcch,  and  the  en¬ 
gagement  commenced  ;  but  ftill 
at  too  great  a  diftance,  and  conti¬ 
nued  fo  to  the  laft.  Never,  faid 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  was  more  pow¬ 
der  and  fhot  thrown  away  in  one 
day. 

Although  the  engagement  Teem¬ 
ed,  in  point  ©f  firing,  to  be  gene¬ 
ral,  the  diftance  preierved  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  ftrenuous,  though 
ineffedual  efforts,  made  upon 
every  occafion  that  offered,  by  the 
Britilh  fhips,  to  dole  with  them, 
rendered  it  partial.  Thus  fome 
of  the  beft  fhips  in  the  fleet,  under 
the  condud  of  captains  of  the  moft 
undoubted  bravery,  did  not  lofe  a 
man ;  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
feveral  others  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances,  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to 
deferve  mention.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  van,  and  the  neareft 
Chips  of  the  center,  in  their  con- 
ftant  ftruggles  to  clcfe  the  enemy, 
and  get  to  windward,  were  ex- 
pofed  to  a  long  and  heavy  weight 
of  fire.  By  this  means,  a  few 
fhips  fuffered  very  confiderably  ; 
but  this  was  more  with  refped  to 

their 
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their  mafts,  hulls,  and  rigging, 
than  to  the  lofs  of  men. 

The  attion  lafted,  from  firft  to 
laft,  about  three  hours  ;  when  the 
Britilh  commander,  finding  that 
not  one  {hot  in  ten  of  the  enemy 
reached,  and  that  all  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  gain  the  wind  were  fruit- 
lefs,  ceafed  firing  entirely  }  and 
his  example  was,  not  long  after, 
followed  on  the  other  fide.  The 
lofs  in  men  amounted  only  to  36 
{lain,  and  16 1  wounded  ;  but  the 
fervice  luffered  confiderably  in  the 
death  of  the  brave  Capt.  Nott  of 
the  Centaur,  who  with  his  firft 
lieutenant,  Plowden,  gallantly 
fell  in  this  aClion.  The  damage 
luftained  by  the  Ruffel,  and  at 
leaft  four  other  {hips,  which  ren¬ 
dered  them  unfit  for  immediate 
fervice,  was  the  greateft  lofs  fuftain- 
ed  in  this  engagement.  The 
former  had  received  fo  many  {hot 
between  wind  and  water,  that  {he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  St. 
Euftatius ;  and  was  with  difficulty 
preferved  from  finking  in  her  paf- 
fage. 

From  thefe  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances,  the  gallant  exertions  made 
by  the  Britifii  officers,  for  bring¬ 
ing  an  unwilling  enemy  to  that 
decifive  action,  which,-  they  fo 
much  wifhed,  but  were  not  able 
to  compel  him  to,  had  the  fingu- 
lar  fortune  of  being  productive  of 
fome  of  the  aCtual  comequences  of 
a  defeat  ;  and  of  affording  fo  de¬ 
cided  a  fuperiority  of  the  French, 
as  could  not  for  fome  time  be  re¬ 
filled. 

The  French  admiral  was  not 
blind  to  the  great  advantage,  which 
the  prefent  comparative  fituation 
of  both  fleets  afforded.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  continued  in  fight,  and 
feemed  difpofed,  on  the  following 
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day,  to  bring  matters  to  that  de¬ 
cifive  concluiion,  which  he  had 
before  fo  much  evaded.  But  this 
defign  was  totally  ai  {'concerted  by 
the  unexpected  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood.  That  judicious 
commander,  feeing  chat  the  French 
line  was  very  irregular,  and  that 
the  van,  and  a  part  of  the  center, 
were  greatty  feparated  from  the 
reft,  made  one  of  thofe  bold  move¬ 
ments,  which,  by  throwing  the 
fleet  into  the  greateft  apparent  con- 
fufion,  would,  to  a  common  eye, 
have  appeared  to  be  full  of  danger, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  could  only 
have  been  directed  by  the  greateft 
judgment.  The  object  was  to 
gain  the  wind,  in  which  he  was 
very  near  fucceeding  ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  he  would  have  cut  off  and 
deftroyed  one  half  of  the  Frenck 
fleet,  before  it  could  have  been 
fuccoured  by  the  other.  Fortune 
failed  in  her  ufual  favour  to  bold 
enterprize.  This  movement,  how¬ 
ever,  totally  changed  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  ;  and  the  Britifii 
fleet,  inftead  of  being  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  carried  the  face  of  being 
the  aggrelfor  during  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

But  the  condition  of  the  wound¬ 
ed  fhips,  which  grew  continually 
worfe  by  motion,  induced  the 
Britifii  commanders,  in  the  night, 
to  a  determination  of  bearing  away 
for  Antigua,  inftead  of  lofing  any 
more  time,  in  daring  or  tempting 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement. 
The  French,  elate  at  any  thing 
which  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
flight,  and  might  afford  fome 
room  for  boafting  of  a  viStory, 
purfued  in  the  morning  with  a 
vigour  which  they  had  not  before 
{hewn;  and  the  Torbay  having 
fallen  confiderably  a-ftern,  fhe  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  feveral  fhdt,  and  fome  da¬ 
mage,  before  ffie  could  be  relieved, 
although  that  was  both  fpeedily 
and  boldly  done.  The  French,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  name  and 
appearance  of  a  purfuit,  continu¬ 
ed  in  fight  for  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

The  arrival  of  the  Ruffiel,  indi¬ 
cated  to  the  conquerors  of  St.  Fu- 
ftatius,  the  danger  of  attending 
any  longer  to  the  fale  of  the  efte&s 
in  that  ifland.  Great  exertions 
were  employed  to  fit  her  again  for 
lervice  j  her  damages,  though  the 
water  had  rifen  above  the  platform 
of  her  magazine,  were  fpeedily 
repaired  ;  and  in  three  days  after 
her  arrival,  the  admiral  and  gene¬ 
ra],  with  the  Sandwich,  Triumph, 
Ruffel,  and  fome  land  forces,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  join  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
and  to  protect  the  iflands.  Some 
time  was  necellarily  fpent  at  An¬ 
tigua,  after  the  jundion,  for  the 
repair  and  fupply  of  the  flips 
which  had  faffered  in  the  late  ac¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  bufinefs  being: 
done,  the  commander  in  chief 
proceeded  with  the  whole  fleet  to 
Barbadoes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  with  a  body  of  troops 
under  the  Vifcount  Damas,  landed 
i i/r  in  the  night  on  the  ifland 

Ma?  !0'  of  St.  Lucia,  which, 
though  otherwife  flrong,  was  in 
in  no  great  condition  of  defence  in 
point  of  garrifon.  They  took  poll 
at  the  town  of  Grofs-Iflet,  where 
they  hoped  to  furprize  and  cut  off 
the  46th  regiment.  By  fome  for¬ 
tune  or  accident  they  failed  in 
this  ;  though  they  furprized  a 
centinel  before  day  light,  who 
was  killed  in  the  fcuffle  1  they 
likewife  took  an  officer  prifoner, 
who,  with  the  fick  fol diets  in  the 


hofpital,  they  lent  off  to  Marti¬ 
nique.  They  then  lummoned  the 
officer  who  commanded  in  Pigeon- 
Ifland,  threatening  the  utmoft  fe- 
verities  of  war,  if  he  did  not  im¬ 
mediately  l'urrendef.  This  poll 
was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpett  to  their  in¬ 
tended  naval  operations.  The 
fpirited  anfwer  which  was  return¬ 
ed,  and  the  vigorous  preparation 
they  perceived  for  an  obftinate  de¬ 
fence,  fee  ms  to  have  given  the 
firft  check  to  their  hopes,  if  not  to 
their  progrefs. 

The  accidental  arrival  of  a  fri¬ 
gate,  and  of  two  {loops  of  war, 
who  immediately  landed  their  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines  to  man  the  bat¬ 
teries,  contributed  much  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  ifland.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  moft  loldierly  dif- 
pofitions,  and  vigorous  prepara¬ 
tions,  were  made  by  Brig.  Gen. 
St.  Leger,  for  the  defence  of  the 
different  pofts ;  which  were  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong,  but  too  numerous 
and  e&tenfive  for  his  fmall  force. 
He  was  admirably  Teconded  by  his 
officers ;  and  the  merchants,  with 
the  mafters  and  crews  of  the  trad¬ 
ing  veffels,  all  went,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  alacrity  and  fpirit  which 
did  them  the  higheft  honour,  to 
man  and  defend  their  refpective 
pofts.  Thus,  every  Fngliffi,  and 
confequently  military  part  of  the 
ifland,  carried  the  appearance  of 
the  moft  determined  reliftance. 
'The  natives  were  naturally  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  night,  the  French  troops 
took  a  moll  painful  and  toilfome 
march,  to  feize  the  ftrong  grounds 
about  Morne-Fortune,  which  was 
the  grand  or  principal  poft.  And 
on  the  fucceeding  day,  the  danger 
of  the  ifland  feemed  imminent  in¬ 
deed  ? 
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deed ;  for  it  was  inverted  by  a 
French  fleet  of  25  fail  of  the  line. 
Tiiefe  bore  down,  with  a  view  of 
anchoring  in  Grofs-Iffet  Bay  ;  but 
they  were  received  with  fo  levere 
and  well -directed  a  lire,  from  the 
batteries  on  Pigeon-ifland,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
their  deflgn,  and  to  retire,  with 
evident  marks  of  confulion  and 
difmay,  to  leeward.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouilie,  notwithstanding 
continued  to  make  Inch  difpofi- 
tions,  as  indicated  a  determined 
delign  of  attacking  the  ftrong 
port  of  the  Morne  on  the  following 
day.  But  to  the  afro ni {lament  of 
the  whole  iiland,  and  the  no  lmall 
difmay  of  the  French  natives,  he 
re-embarked  all  his  troops  in  the 
night,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
leen  handing  over  to  Martinique 
in  the  morning. 

The  French  pretend  that  this 
was  only  a  feint,  intended  to  dil- 
guile  their  real  defign  upon  To¬ 
bago.  But  this  leems  calculated 
merely  to  cover  the  di( grace  01  an 
ineffectual  attempt,  and  of  a  re¬ 
treat.  The  attempt  upon  St.  Tu¬ 
ck  was  likely  to  produce  a  directly 
contrary  effect  to  that  preten  led, 
and  to  interrupt,  inffead  ot  fur¬ 
thering  their  deflgns  upon  rl  o- 
bago.  It  was  to  be  expedited  that 
the  firft  report  of  it  would  have 
drawn  Sir  George  Rodney  to 
that  quarter,  and  that  his  arrival 
would  have  been  about  the  time 
when  they  leaft  wilhed  it  with 
rdpeft  to  Tobago.  The  probabi¬ 
lity  leems  to  he,  that  the  French 
inhabitants,  in  their  eagernel’s  to 
return  to  their  natural  govern¬ 
ment,  had  reprei’ented  things, 
with  refpect  to  the  ftrength  and 
ficuation  of  the  iiland,  to  be  worfe 
than  they  really  were,  and  on 
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the  other  hand,  that  the  fpirit  and 
vigour  difplayed  by  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  and  his  garrifon,  made 
them  appear  much  better.  Thus, 
meeting  with  a  countenance  and 
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preparation  which  they  lo  little 
expedited,  it  is  very  probable,  that 
the  confideration  of  Tobago  might 
then  have  operated  with  no  (mail 
effect,  and  that  they  deemed  it 
prudent  not  to  wafte  their  force, 
where  the  refiftance  was  fo  deter¬ 
mined,  and  the  event  fo  doubt¬ 
ful,  while  they  had  a  greater,  and 
perhaps  lefs  difficult,  object  in 
view. 

On  the  very  day  that  Sir  George 
Rodney,  with  the  fleer,  arrived 
from  Antigua  at  Barbadoes,  a 
lmall  French  fquadron,  with  a 
considerable  body  of  land  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Blan¬ 
che!  an  de,  late  governor  of  St. 

Vincent’s,  appeared  off  the  iiland 
of  Tobago.  Governor  M  2,. 
Fergulon  immediately  J 
difpatched  the  Ratdefnake*  which 
was  a  very  fwife  failer,  with  the 
intelligence  to  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney,  at  Barbadoes  ;  and  Captain 
Barnes  had  the  fortune  to  deliver 
the  difpatch,  at  twelve  o’clock 
on  the  night  of  the  26th.  It  is 
not  our  bufmefs  to  enter  any  far¬ 
ther  into  the  controverfy  which 
arofe  upon  this  lubjedt,  than 
merely  to  date  the  facts  as  they 
appear.  The  commander  in  chief 
leems  to  have  conceived,  that  the 
force  of  the  invaders  was  much 
lei’s,  and  that  of  the  iiland  con- 
fiderably  greater,  than  they  rea lly 
were.  Under  the  influence  0! 
this  opinion,  the  commander  in 
chief  contented  himfelf  with  lend¬ 
ing  Admiral  Drake,  with,  fix  lull 
of  the  line,  lorne  frigates,  with  a 
regiment,  and  two  additional  com¬ 
panies. 


H2j  ANNUAL  RE 

panics,  under  the  conduft  of  Gen. 
Skeene,  to  its  relief.  At  the  fame 
time,  fome  light  and  expeditious 
velfels  were  difpatched,  to  give  the 
governor  notice  of  the  intended 
faccour. 

As  the  commander  in  chief  had 
received  intelligence,  that  M.  de 
Gralfe,  with  his  whole  fleet,  had 
quitted  Fort  Royal,  and  were 
cruizing  between  the  Diamond 
Rock  and  St.  Lucia,  he  gave 
Mr*  Drake  notice  of  the  enemy’s 
fituation  j  cautioning  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  upon  his  guard, 
and  by  no  means  to  rifque  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  a  fuperior  force  5 
but  after  landing  the  forces  for  the 
relief  of  Tobago,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  deftroy  the  fquadron  by 
which  it  was  invefted,  to  rejoin 
him  without  a  moment’s  lofs  of 
time. 

,  On  the  day  after  Drake’s 
y  ‘  *  departure,  the  admiral  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence,  that  the 
French  fleet  had  been  feen  to  the 
windward  of  St.  Lucia,  and  were 
apparently  Handing  cowards  To¬ 
bago.  Upon  Admiral  Drake’s 
making  the  ifland,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  30th,  he  difcovered 
the  enemy’s  fleer,  of  27  fail,  to 
leeward,  between  him  and  the 
land.  He,  however,  like  a  bold 
and  good  officer  did  not  haul  his 
wind, •until  he  had  fully  explored 
their  fituation  and  ftrength,  and 
faw  that  it  was  utterly  impoffible 
for  him  to  land  the  troops,  or  to 
afford  any  relief  whatever  to  the 
ifland.  He  was  purfued  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  ;  while  the  gar- 
rifon  and  inhabitants,  befides  the 
mortification  of  perceiving  that 
they  could  not  be  relieved,  were 
farther  comforted  with  a  report, 
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that  the  whole  fquadron  and  rein¬ 
forcement  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the 
enemy. 

Admiral  Drake  difpatched  his 
fwifteH  frigates  to  inform  Sir 
George  Rodney  of  what  had  pair, 
and  of  his  own  return  ;  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  fight  of  Carlifle  Bay  on 
the  2d  of  June  j  the  fleet  did  not 
come  out  until  the  following  day. 
General  Vaughan  himfelf,  with, 
probably,  an  additional  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  troops,  now  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet. 

Upon  their  arrival  off  Tobago, 
they  foon  received  intelligence  of 
the  lofs  of  the  ifland,  and  on  the 
following  day  were  in  fight  of  the 
French  fleet,  confifting  of  24  fail 
of  the  line.  The  Britifh  amount¬ 
ed  either  to  20,  or  21  ;  for  the  ac- 
counts  vary  in  that  degree.  Not- 
withftanding  this  difparity,  never 
were  (hips  cleared  with  more  ala¬ 
crity  for  action,  nor  a  greater  dif- 
pofitiqn  (hewn  to  it,  both  by  of¬ 
ficers  and  private  feamen,  than  was 
now  done.  As  the  enemy  were 
to  leeward,  and  feemed  more  dif- 
pofed  to  feek  than  to  Ihun  an  ac¬ 
tion,  the  option  feemed  to  lie  on 
our  fide.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  ifland  operated  in  de¬ 
terring  the  Britiffi  commander  in 
chief  from  hazarding  an  aftion 
againfb  a  fuperior  force,  when  the 
great  objeft  of  fuch  a  rifque  was 
then  no  more. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his  pub¬ 
lic  di (patches,  feems  to  think  that 
the  enemy’s  defign  was  to  en¬ 
tangle  him  in  the  night  among  the 
Granadillas,  and  by  decoying  him 
among  certain  currents  which 
would  have  carried  him  far  to 
leeward,  thereby  gain  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reducing  the  valuable 

ifland 
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ifl and  of  Barbadoes,  without  the  this  unequal  conteft  is  highly  de¬ 
port!  bi  lit  y  of  his  being  able  to  ar-  ferving  of  praife  ;  but  the  extra- 
rive  in  time  to  its  fuccour.  oi dinary  inrtances  of  magnanimity 

During  thefe  tranfaclions  at  fea,  afforded  by  individuals,  claims 
the  French  met  with  more  trouble  particular  notice.  On  the  firrt 
and  difficulty  in  the  reduction  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  dif- 
ifland,  than  they  could  have  ex-  pute  about  pods,  Mr.  Collow,  ge- 
pedled.  After  failing  in  their  at-  neroufl)*  propoled  to  the  governor, 
tempts  on  the  firffi  day,  they  made  to  fet  fire  to  his  own  canes,  in 
their  landing  good  in  Courland  order  to  dittrefs  them  on  their 
Bay,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  march,  and  to  impede  their  pro- 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  be-  grefs  through  a  fall:  and  narrow 
tween  two  and  three  thousand  country.  During  the  fiege  of 
men ;  whilrt,  according  to  the  Concordia,  Mr.  Law,  under- 
governor’s  public  account,  the  Handing  that  the  governor  w'as 
whole  of  that  for  the  defence  of  unwilling  to  dertroy  his  dwelling 
the  ifland  of  Tobago,  including  houfe  and  the  adjoining  build- 
regulars,  militia,  and  feamen,  ings,  although  they  afforded  fome 
amounted  only  to  427  whites,  of  cover  to  the  enemy,  not  only  made 
all  forts,  who  held  arms  in  their  the  propolal  himfelf  to  burn  them, 
hands:  but  to  thefe  were  added  a  but  carried  it  iuftantly  into  exe- 
fmall  party  of  forty  armed  ne-  cution  under  their  fire,  being  af- 
groes,  who  behaved  with  un-  fitted  only  by  his  own  negroes, 
daunted  courage  in  fome  defperate  who  fuffered  not  a  little  in  the 
fen  ice.  conflict.  And  when  the  garrifon 

After  fome  emulation  about  were  retired  to  their  laft  faft- 
polls,  and  attempts  to  impede  nefs,  the  way  to  which  was  ex- 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Gov.  ceedingly  narrow,  difficult,  and 
Fergufon,  with  the  troops  and  utterly  unknown  to  the  enemy, 
militia,  retired  to  a  poll  called  neither  the  threats  of  immediate 
Concordia :  which  is  a  naturally  dertru£tion  to  his  property,  nor 
ftrong  high  ground,  that  com-  of  inttant  death  to  himfelf,  could 
mands  a  view  of  both  fides  of  the  in  any  degree  bend  his  mind  to 
ifland;  a  circumftance  which  the  talk,  of  conducing  the  French 
made  it  particularly  interetting  to  army  againft  his  friends, 
the  defendants.  There  they  were  The  fiege  of  Concordia,  if  fuck 
inverted,  as  clofely  as  the  nature  may  be  called  the  attack  on  an 
and  difficuly  of  the  ground  would  open  hill,  where  the  garrifon  had 
admit ;  M.  de  Blanchelande  hav-  no  cover  or  fhelrer  from  the  wea- 
ing  in  vain  endeavoured  to  terrify  ther,  continued  from  the  25th  of 
the  militia  into  a  defertion  of  their  May,  until  the  morning  of  the 
arms,  by  threatening  plunder  and  ill:  of  June.  During  the  greater 
confifeation  to  their  plantations,  if  part  of  that  time,  the  governor 
they  did  not  return  within  a  fhort  and  garrifon  were  buoyed  up  by 
given  time  to  them.  the  hope,  and  impatiently  ex- 

The  fpirit  and  patriotifm  fhewn  pedled  the  arival,  of  that  fuc- 
by  the  planters  in  general  during  cour,  on  which  their  prefervation 
Vol.  XXIV,  [H\  feemed 
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Teemed  to  depend.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  leen  that  they  were  disap¬ 
pointed. 

The  whole  French  fleet,  with 
the  Marquis  de  Bouiile,  and  a 
Strong  reinforcement  of  troops 
from  Martinique,  had  arrived  old 
the  ifland  before  the  Englifh  luc^ 
cours  j  and  Admiral  Drake’s  let¬ 
ter,  which  was  received  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  and  an¬ 
nounced  his  bringing  528  land 
forces  to  their  relief,  was  accom¬ 
panied  with,  or  Speedily  followed 
by  intelligence,  that  he  had  fallen 
in  with,  and  was  therefore  moll 
probably  taken  by  the  enemy. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouiile,  with  his 
forces,  were  landed  on  that  even¬ 
ing  y  and  on  the  following  day 
joined  thofe'  before  Concordia. 

In-  the  mean  time,  the  French 
had  taken  podeffion  of  Several  of 
the  neighbouring  hill’s.  Some  ot 
which  overlooked  that  place,  and 
of  other  near  and  advantageous 
pods  and  approaches,  which  led 
to  their  delign  of  carrying  it  by 
dorm  in  the  night;  a  ineafure 
which  they  had  already  tried,  but 
had  failed  through  the  error  of  their 
guides,  in  milling  the  right  path  in' 
the  dark.  Under  a  knowledge  of 
all  their  circumdances,  a  council  of 
war  was  called  in  the  garrifon,  and 
the  engineers  being  of  opinion  that 
the  place  was  no  longer  tenable 
againd  fo  Superior  a  force,  it  was 
Tunanimoufly  determined  to  retreat 
to  a  pod  on  the  Main  Ridge,  where 
a  few  huts  had  been  built,  and 
Some  providons  and  ammunition 
previoully  lodged  for  the  purpofe. 
The  retreat  was  fo  well  conducted, 
that  the  place  was  evacuated  at^ 
one  in  the  morning  ot  the  brd  of 
June,  and  notwithdanding  the 


nearnefs  of  the  enemy,  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouiile  Sent  a  flag  after 
day  break  to  Summon  the  -gar- 
rifon. 

But  the  patience  and  condancy 
of  the  militia,  and  even  of  the 
regular  forces,  began  now  to  be 
exhaulted.  Fretted  by  long  ex- 
pe  Tati  on,  vexed  by  continued  d!f- 
appointment,  worn  down  by  fa¬ 
tigue,  hardlhip,  and  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  climate,  the  former 
beheld  their  whole  prefent  and 
future  profperity  at  the  brink  of 
ruin ;  they  felt  that  their  ob~ 
dinacy  would  render  the  dedruc- 
tion  inevitable,  whild  they  could 
not  found  a  hope  in  favour  of  far¬ 
ther  exertion  ;  they  conddered 
that  their  provifions  would  be 
exhauded  in  a  few  days,-  which 
would  render  their  lad  ftrong  hold 
of  no  longer  avail ;  and  all  ideas 
of  relief,  if  not  quite  erafed,  were 
now  grown  fo  faint  as  to  be  Scarce¬ 
ly  perceptible. 

The  meafures  put  Sued  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bouiile,  could  not 
but  Strengthen  thefe  difpodtions. 
Enratred  at  the  efcape  of  an  ene-* 

O  j-  # 

my  whom  he  had  conddered  as  in 
his  hand's  ;  and  dill  more  provoked 
through  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
war  being  protraded,  from  thac 
enemy’s  getting  into  a  difficult 
country,  and  an  impracticable  pod, 
thefe  circumdances  occadoned  his 
departing  from  thefe  principles  of 
lenity  which  had  hitherto  fo  much 
didinguidied  his  conduCt.  To  the 
operation  of  thefe'  circumdances 
may  he  added,  as  rrot  lead,  or 
weaked,  his  open  and  avowed  re- 
fentment  for  the  late  tranfaTions 
at  St.  Eudatius ;  having  made 
himfelf  a  direCt  party  in  that  bu-' 
duel's  by  his  fruitlefs  intcrpofition 

in 
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in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
by  a  correspondence  of  mutual  ir¬ 
ritation  and  deiiance  on  the  fub* 
jett. 

The  marquis  accordingly  pur¬ 
ified  the  garrii'on  with  the  utmoll 
eagernefs ;  but  finding  his  troops 
overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the  fu¬ 
gitives  were  frill  four  miles  ahead  of 
him,  and  that  he  could  not  even  pro¬ 
cure  any  perl'on  who  would  conduct 
his  army  thro’  the  llrong  country v, 
and  intricate  ways  which  they  had 
to  pals,  he  determined  to  make  ter¬ 
ror  unite  with  force  in  the  fhor- 
tening  of  a  bufinefs,  which  was 
likely  otherwife  not  only  to  be¬ 
come  troublefome  and  tedious,  but 
might  in  the  ilfue  obflrudt  thofe 
great  objedts  which  the  fleet  had 
fliil  in  view.  He  accordingly  or¬ 
dered  two  capital  plantations, 
which  were  at  hand,  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  allies  ;  and  finding  their 
deftruiflion  did  not  produce  the 
defired  effect,  he  ordered  that  four 
more  fhould  meet  with  a  fimilar 
fate  at  the  commencement  of  every 
four  hours,  until  the  ifland  was 
laid  wafte,  or  that  a  l'urrender 
fhould  be  made. 

The  garrii'on  had  halted  at  a 
place  called  Caledonia,  which  lies 
about  the  centre  of  the  ifland. 
From  thence,  acrofs  the  Main 
Ridge  to  the  north  fide,  is  a  road 
or  path,  fix  miles  long,  and  lb 
narrow,  that  two  men  cannot 
walk  abreall.  It  is  evident,  that 
a  lew  men  might  defend  this  long 
and  narrow  pals  againfi,  almoft, 
any  force  ;  and  at  its  farther  end 
was  the  poll;  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  where  the  huts  were  con- 
ftrmfted,  and  the  provifions  lodged, 
as  the  lafb  refort.  Whilfl  the  for¬ 
ces  relied  at  Caledonia,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  with  the  engineers,  puth- 


ed  on  to  the  huts,  in  order  to 
make  fuch  preparations  as  were 
necelfary  for  their  reception  and 
difpofition. 

During  his  abfence,  the  plan¬ 
tations  were  let  on  fire,  and  the 
threats  held  out  which  we  have 
mentioned.  Some  account  of 
thefe  tranfa&ions  brought  the 
govern  ir  haftily  back  ;  but  he 
found  the  lace  of  affairs  totally 
changed  upon  his  return.  The 
militia,  before  fo  refolute  and  de¬ 
termined,  now  abfolutely  refilled 
to  hold  out  any  longer.  All  his 
remonftrances  were  in  vain.  The 
defpair  of  relief,  and  the  fight, 
or  the  immediate  apprehenfion  of 
feeing  their  ellates  in  flames,  made 
them  deaf  to  every  thing.  It 
would  feem,  though  it  does  not 
abfolutely  appear,  that  a  treaty 
was  already  opened,  and  perhaps 
far  advanced,  with  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that 
the  regular  forces  were  no  more 
difpoled  than  the  inhabitants  to 
meet  the  ideas  of  the  governor, 
in  protracting  a  defperate  defence 
to  the  lafl  poflible  moment,  and 
that  too  at  the  price  of  irretriev¬ 
able  deftrudlion  to  the  whole 
ifland.  The  governor  reprefents, 
that  the  commanding  officer  ac- 
cordingly  refuted  to  obey  his  or¬ 
ders  in  taking  polfellion  of  the 
pals  which  led  to  the  huts  j  and 
that  the  regular  forces  determined 
to  capitulate  without  his  confent. 

The  governor,  at  firll,  refufed 
to  have  any  lhare  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion  ;  but  finding  that  the  current 
was  too  ftrong  to  be  by  any  means 
refilled,  and  confidering  that  the 
people,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  ap~ 
prehenfion,  hurry,  and  danger, 
were  liable  to  agree  hatlily  to 
worfe  terms  than  might  otherwife 
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be  obtained,  lie  at  length  acceded. 
The  conditions  were  exceedingly 
favourable  and  advantageous  to 
the  ifland.  Thole  of  Dominique 
were  laid  as  the  ground-work  by 
the  governor ;  and  though  they 
differed  in  fome  things,  the  in¬ 
habitants  thcught  the  prefect, 
upon  the  whole,  to  be  more  fa¬ 
vourable.  The  French  boaft 
highly  in  their  accounts,  of  the 
generofity  of  their  commanders  ; 
who  inftead  of  being  irritated  by 
the  difficulties  of  the  conqueft, 
and  the  extreme  perleverance  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  thereby 
fubjeCted  all  their  property  to  the 
fate  of  war,  were,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  charmed  with  fuch  courage 
and  fidelity  j  and  in  thole  gene¬ 
rous  fentiments  granted  the  mod 
liberal  conditions.  A  conduct, 
they  fay,  which  affords  a  noble 
example  for  all  fuecefsful  com¬ 
manders  ;  as  it  will  ftand  an  eter¬ 
nal  reproach  to  their  enemies, 
who  have  diverted  themfelves  of 
every  principle  of  benevolence  and 
juftice. 


The  fealon  was  now  far  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  the  French  had  done 
their  burtnefs  in  the  Weft  Indies 
with  equal  fuccefs  and  eclat  j  but 
the  great  objeCt  of  the  campaign 
was  ftill  to  be  purfued  on  the 
coafts  of  North  America.  M.  de 
Graffe  accordingly  departed  with 
his  whole  fleet  and  a  large  convoy, 
from  Fort  Royal  Bay  in  Marti¬ 
nique,  on  the  5th  of  July,  and 
arrived  at  Cape  Francois,  in  Hif- 
paniola,  or  St.  Domingo,  by  the 
middle  of  the  month  \  where  he 
was  reinforced  by  five  fail  of  the 


Aug.  5  th. 


line.  In  the  begin¬ 


ning  of  the  following 
month  he  failed  from  the  Cape 
with  a  prodigious  convoy  $  which 


having  feen  out  of  dknger,  and 
touched  at  the  Fluvanna  for  mo¬ 
ney,  he  then  directed  his  courle, 
with  28  fail  of  the  line,  and  fe- 
veral  frigates.,  for  the  Chela  peak  ; 
where  he  arrived  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  naval  operations  of  this 
time  may  be  confidcred  us  the 
great  hinges,  upon  which  the 
whole  fortune  of  the  war,  at  leaf! 
in  America,  was  to  turn.  It  is 
not  therefore  a  wonder,  that  hot 
and  violent  altercations  arole  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  naval  campaign 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  its  fubfe- 
quent  effeCt  upon  the  fate  of  North 
America.  Tbefe  matters  are  in 
the  end  to  be  determined  by  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  as  they  rely  too  upon 
facts  variourty  ftated  and  repre- 
fented,  an  hiftorian,  fo  near  the 
time,  whilft  heats  fubfift,  and  the 
true  ftate  of  evidence  cannot  be 
iiifficiently  afcertained,  finds  it 
difficult  to  determine  any  thing 
concerning  them.  We  can,  there¬ 
fore,  only  reprefent  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  different  fidea  in 
this  difcullion, - Thole  who  at¬ 

tacked  the  conduct  of  that  cam¬ 
paign  laid,  that  the  Britiffi  com¬ 
mander  had  pretty  ftrongly  pledg¬ 
ed  himfelf  in  his  public  account 
of  the  lofs  of  Tobago,  that  M. 
de  Graffe  (hould  not  have  much 
to  boaft  of  at  the  end  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  But,  fay  they,  did  the 
proceeding  of  M.  de  Graffe,  with, 
fo  little  interruption,  firft  to  lee¬ 
ward,  through  the  whole  extent 
of  the  Weft  India  feus,  and  quite 
round  to  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak, 
fupport  that  promife  ?  Had,  fay 
they.  Sir  George  Rodney  direCtly 
purfued  the  enemy  with  his  whole 
fleet,  only  touching  at  Jamaica  to 
be  reinforced  by  Sir  Peter  Barker, 

the 
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the  iqaadron  already  at  New 
York  would  have  given  him  fo 
decided'  a  fuperiority,  that  De 
Grade  mud:  either  have  reli-n- 
quifhed  his  defign,  abandoned 
the  coafts  of  North  America,  and 
thereby  defeated  the  whole  icheme 

j 

and  hope  cl  the  campaign,  or 
ether  wile  have  fallen  a  victim  to 
his  own  temerity.  The  leaft  for¬ 
tunate  of  thele  events,  they  fay, 
would,  in  a  great  meafure,  have 
changed  the  nature  and  fortune  of 
the  war ;  but  the  other  would  ha\  e 
done  it  entirely. 

Inllead,  they  added,  of  pur- 
fuing  thele  vigorous  and  happy 
meafures,  the  admiral  abandoned 
his  charge  at  the  moft  critical  pe¬ 
riod,  that  had  been,  or  could  have 
been,  in  this  or  any  war;  and  at 
the  fame  time  brought  away  the 
bed  fhip  in  the  fleet  from  the  feene 
of  action  and  fervice,  merely  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  own  perfon 
to  England.  But  this  was  but  a 
trifle,  they  fay,  compared  with 
the  confequences  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  difpofition  of  the  fleet 
which  he  made  before  his  de¬ 
parture.— That  he  frittered  away 
its  force  into  fmall  parts  without 
an  object.  That,  in  head  of  draw- 
ing  any  ftrength  from  Jamaica  to 
ailift  in  counteracting  the  grand 
defign  of  the  enemy,  he  lent  three 
(hips  of  the  line  there,  at  a  time 
wThen  they  could  not  be  wanted  ; 
and  left  others  in  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  where  they  had  no  longer 
an  enemy  to  encounter ;  the 
French  not  having  left  a  Angle 
fliip  of  the  line  in  all  that  quarter. 
That  even  the  lending  of  a  con¬ 
voy  to  Europe,  in  fo  critical  a 
lea  Ion  of  emergency  and  danger, 
was  a  meafure  which  Ihould  have 
been  deferred,  until  the  great  ob- 
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jeCts  of  the  campaign  were  de¬ 
cided.  And  that  thele  various 
errors,  which  were  hnally  con¬ 
cluded  and  wound  up  by  the 
lending  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
with  a  force  totally  inadequate, 
to  oppole  De  Grade  at  the  Che- 
f’apeak,  opened  the  way,  and  led 
direCtly  to,  that  fatal  cataftrophe, 
which  foon  fucceeded  in  Virginia. 

On  the  other  fide  it  has  been 
anfwered,  that  the  Admiral’s  (late 
of  health,  rendered  his  return  to 
England  a  matter  of  neceflity. 
But  that  if  no  fuch  neceflity  ex¬ 
ited,  the  expedition  to  the  Che- 
fapeak,  or  any  other,  could  not 
have  been  committed  to  a  braver 
or  better  officer,  than  to  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood  :  a  man,  who  the  ad¬ 
miral  could  not  hold  himfelf  fu- 
perior  to  in  any  refpeCt.  That, 
although  the  Cambridge  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  prime  fhip,  and  a  ca¬ 
pital  failor,  yet,  that  fome  part 
of  the  iron  work  of  her  rudder 
had  been  fo  much  worn,  that  its 
repair  was  indifpenfible  before  fhe 
proceeded  upon  farther  fervice. 
That  confidering  the  great  con¬ 
voy  which  De  Grade  had  under 
his  charge,  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  the  crazy  ftate  of  many 
of  his  fhips,  it  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  or  fuppofed,  but  that  he 
would  have  lent  the  greater  part 
of  his  fleet  along  with  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  to  France,  and  it  was 
fairly  to  be  prefumed,  that  he 
would  onlv  have  retained  thole 

J 

which  were  in  condition  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  American  fervice.  But 
that  independent  of  that  circum- 
ftance.  Hood’s  force  was  tanta¬ 
mount  to  its  purpofes  ;  and  that 
was  all  a  commander  in  chief  had 
to  confider.  For  if  Admiral 
Graves  had  kept  his  fquadron  en- 
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tire,  and  had  met  Hood,  as  was 
expelled  at  the  Chefapeak,  they 
would  not  only  have  been  in  poi- 
feffion  before  De  Grade’s  arrival, 
but  they  would  have  encountered 
him  with  a  fudkient  force,  along 
with  great  advantages  of  fitua- 
tion.  But  by  his  fruitlefs  and 
unfortunate  cruize  before  Bol¬ 
ton,  he  not  only  miffed  the  proper 
time  of  joining,  but  his  force  was 
impaired  and  weakened  by  the  bad 
weather  which  he  met  •,  fo  that  it 
was  the  lack  of  the  (hips  which, 
upon  that  account,  were  left  be¬ 
hind  at  New  York  to  repair,  that 
afforded  a  fuperiority  to  De  Graffe 
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Lord  Cornwalli'  s progrefs  in  Virginia.  Pdffes  the  River  "James ,  and  the 
South  A nk a.  Parties  detached  to  fcour  the  interior  country.  Arms  and flores 
defiroyed.  Army  fails  back  tceivards  the  fea .  Rear  attacked  on  the  march 
to  Willjawfourg.  Action  previous  to  pajfing  the  River  James.  Lord  Corn -  j 

Wallis fortifies  the  pojls  oj  York  Levon ,  and  Glouce jler  Point.  Tran  factions  2 
on  the  fide  of  Menu  York.  Junction  of  the  American  army  under  General  ; 
IV a jhinghn,  and  the  French  forces  under  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  on  the  : 
White  Plains,  Appearances  of  an  attack  on  New  Ter k,  Staten  If. and,  and  1 
Sandy  Htok.  Combined  army  fuddenly  march  to  the  Delaware,  which  they 
pajs  at  'Trenton,  and  continuing  their  courjg  through  Philadelphia ,  arrived  at 
the  head  oj  Elk.  Expedition ,  under  the  conduit  of  Gen.  Arnold,  to  New  ! 
London.  D  fperate  defence  made  at  Port  Grifwo'ci ,  1 which  is  taken  by  form,  ' 
with  corf  der able  lofs.  New  London  burnt .  Great  lofs fufained  by  the 
Americans,  in  the  defruci  ion  of  naval  fores  and  merchandize.  Sir  Samuel  j 
Hood  arrives  of  the  Chefapeak  ;  and  not  meeting  the Jquadron from  Neva 
Pork,  proceeds  to  Sandy  Hook.  M.  de  Parras  jails  from  Rhode  If  and  to 
join  the  Count  de  Graffe.  Admiral  Graves  departs  from  Neva  York.  M. 
de  Graf  e  arrives  from  the  Wef  Indies  in  the  Chefapeak.  Engagement  be-  1 
tween  the  Britijh  and  French  fleets.  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  clofely  block-  i 
cd  up  on  the Jide  of  the  Chefapeak.  I  he  combined  army  are  conveyed  by  ■ 
waterfront  Baltimore,  and  join  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette' s  forces  at  Vil-  \ 
Iiamjbiirg.  Pofis  qt  York  and  Glcucefer  clofely  invefed.  Siege  regu -  ; 
larly  formed,  and  trenches  opened  by  'the  enemy.  Ref  elution  of  a  council  : 
of  war  at  New  1  orks  to  uje  every  exertion  oj  the  feet  and  army  for  the  ! 
Jucccnr  of  the  forces  in  Virginia.  Unavoidable  delay  in  reftting  the 
feet.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarks,  with  7000  land  forces ,  on  beard  the 

men  r 


in  the  fubfequent  engagement,  and 
not  any  defett  on  Sir  Samuel 
Hood’s  fide.  It  indeed  new  ap¬ 
peared,  that  no  timely  notice  had 
been  received  at  New  York,  ei-  ■ 
ther  of  De  Grade’s  motions,  or 
of  Hood’s  dedination  to  the  Che¬ 
fapeak.  But  if  the  expreffes  j 
which  Sir  George  Rodney  had  : 
difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  were  i 
taken  by  the  enemy,  or  otherwife 
detained,  it  was  no  fault  on  his 
fide  ;  it  was  a  misforune  to  be  ) 
regretted  ;  but  which  could  nei¬ 
ther  have  been  abfolutely  forefeet), 
nor  prevented  if  it  could. 
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men  of  war.  Defences  of  York  Town  ruined , 

.  by  the  J'upenior  weight  of  the  enemy’’ s  artillery, 
complete  their  jeccnd  parallel,  huciefsjul  Jally 
tt nable ,  Lord  Cornwallis  attempts  to  pajs  the 
Point  in  the  night ,  but  the  aefgn  is  jru/irated 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  with  Gen. 
The  Britijh  feet  and  army  arrive  of  the'' 
Jurrender . 


and  the  batteries  filenced. 
Take  two  redoubts ,  and 
The  pof  being  no  longer 
troops  over  to  Gloucefer 
by  a  Judden  florm ,  He  is 
IV ajhington.  Conditions. 
rapeakf  five  days  after  the 


WE  are  now  to  purfue  the 
courfe  of  events  and  ac¬ 
tion,  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  the 
coafts  of  North  America,  Lord 
Cornwallis,  upon  talcing  the  com¬ 
mand  in  Virginia,  found  the  ene¬ 
my  in  no  condition  to  oppofe  him 
with  any  degree  of  effedt  ;  and  the 
people  being  at  hismercy  in  that  open 
country,  numbers  came  in  daily, 
both  to  his  own  immediate  army, 
and  to  the  corps  which  he  placed 
under  the  condudt  of  Gen.  Leflie 
at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  give  in 
their  paroles,  •  and  to  receive  pro¬ 
tections.  He  firft  advanced  from 
Peterlburgh,  on  the  Appomatox, 
to  the  River  James,  which  he 
palled  at  Weftover,  and  thence 
marching  through  Hanover  coun¬ 
ty,  crolfed  the  South  Anna,  or 
Pamonky  River  ;  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  conftantly  following  his 
motions,  but  at  a  guarded  diftance, 
in  every  part  of  his  progrefs. 

From  the  South  Anna,  he  dif- 
patched  the  Colonels  Tarletou  and 
Simcoe,  with  feparate  detach¬ 
ments,  to  1'cour  the  interior  coun¬ 
try.  As  they  penetrated  into  the 
inmoft  recedes,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  free  from  fpoil,  they 
were  enabled  to  do  great  mifchief 
to  the  Americans.  Beftdes  de- 
ftroying  feveral  thoufand  ftand  ot 
arms  which  were  under  repair, 
with  large  quantities  of  gun¬ 
powder,  lalt,  harnefs,  and  ether 
matters,  which  were  either  de- 


figned  for,  or  capable  of  being 
applied  to  military  fervices,  they 
were  very  near  falling  upon  the 
Baron  de  Steuben,  who  with  800 
men  was  polled  at  a  place  called 
the  Point  of  Fork  ;  and  who  with 
difficulty  laved  his  rear  from  being 
cut  off. 

Upon  the  return  of  thefe  de¬ 
tachments,  Lord  Cornwallis  fell 
back  with  the  army  to  Richmond, 
on  the  River  James  ;  and  after¬ 
wards,  moving  (till*  nearer  to  the 
lea,  paffed  the  Chickahominy,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June  ar¬ 
rived  at  Williamlburgh,  the  capital 
of  Virginia,  which  lies  fomething 
about  mid-way  between  the  great 
rivers  of  York  and  James.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  march,  befides  ar¬ 
ticles  fimilar  to  thole  which  we 
have  already  fpecified,  above  2000 
hogfheads  of  tobacco,  with  lome 
brais,  and  a  great  number  of  iron 
ordnance,  were  deftroyed  ;  and  a 
few  of  the  moft  valuable  of  the 
former,  with  a  quantity  ot  fhot 
and  Ihells,  brought  off.  On  their 
approach  to  Williamlburgh,  Sim- 
c'oe’s  corps,  which  brought  up  the 
reir,  were  purfued,  and  warmly 
attacked  by  a  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  after  a  brill;  adtion, 
the  aifailants  were  repulfed  ;  each 
fide  boafti ng  the  greater  lofs  lul- 
tained  by  the  other,  as  well  as  the 
fuperiority  of  its  force. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  be- 
ins;  now  ftrongly  reinforced  by  the 
\H]  4  arrival 
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arrival  of  General  Waine,  with 
the  Penftylvania  fuccours,  and  hill 
farther  by  the  junction  of  the  Ba¬ 
ron  de  Steuben’s  troops,  as  well  as 
of  fuch  militia  as  Virginia  herfelf 
was  by  this  time  able  to  arm  and 
affemble,  the  enemy  were  become 
i’o  powerful,  as  to  reltrain  all  di- 
itant  operations  on  the  Britilli  fide 
and  even  to  render  the  collective 
movements  of  the  army  a  matter 
of  guarded  caution.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  was  now  likewife  to  look  to 
the  ultimate  object  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  which  was  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  a  ltrong  poft  and  place  of 
arms,  that  by  embracing  fome 
good  harbour,  or  commanding  one 
of  the  great  navigable  rivers 
fhouid  equally  facilitate  the  fu¬ 
ture  operations  by  fea  and  land. 
We  have  formerly  feen,  that  in 
one  of  the  earlieft  expeditions  to 
the  Chefapeak,  Potrlmouth  had 
been  fcrongly  recommended,  and 
unwillingly  quitted  by  the  com¬ 
manders  then  that  on  fervice,  as  a 
poll  eminently  calculated  for  main¬ 
taining  by  land  a  kind  of  warfare, 
at  once  defen  five  on  their  part,  and 
extremely  di  If  re  fling  to  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  lame  time  for 
affording  fuch  a  ftation  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleets  and  cruizers,  as  would 
lender  them  entirely  mailers  of 
that  great  bay.  A  meafure  which, 
it  was  expected,  would  annihilate 
its  foreign  and  domeftic  com- 

o 

merce,  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off' 
the  communication  between  the 
furrounding  provinces,  and  lay 
them  open  to  continual  defeent 
arid  invalion,  in  their  moil  un¬ 
guarded  purls.  All  ideas  at  that 
time,  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a  poft, 
'  -ere  indeed  founded  on  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  constant  naval  fupe- 
riority  for  its  protection,  as  well 


1781. 

as  of  its  being  defenfible  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  force  on  the  land  fide. 

This  meafure  of  eftabli thing  a 
permanent  poll,  in  a  good  fftua- 
tion  for  naval  enrerprize,  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  had  for  fome  time  become 
a  very  favourite  objeCt  with  the 
mini  iters  at  home  :  and  feems, 
from  thence,  to  have  been  at  length 
adopted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
It  is  however  to  be  obfterved,  that 
the  victory  at  Guildford,  Gen. 
Arnold’s  uninterupted  progrels, 
together  with  the  reinforcements 
which  had,  this  year,  been  lent 
from  Europe  to  New  York,  had 
excited  a  full  expectation  at  home, 
that  the  prefent  campaign  would 
have  been  deciflve  with  relpect  to 
the  fn bj ugation  of  the  more  fou- 
thern  colonies.  It  was  accordingly 
urged,  that  the  war  in  Virginia 
fhouid  be  profecuted  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  exertion,  as 
well  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  Carolinas,  as  with  a  view  to 
the  intrinfic  value  and  importance 
of  that  province. 

It  does  not  feem,  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  New  York 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  entirely  co¬ 
incided  in  opinion,  with  refpect 
to  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
war  in  Virginia.  The  former, 
under  an  expectation  of  being 
himfelf  attacked  by  the  combined 
forces  of  America  and  France, 
wifhed  to  recall  a  conliderable  part 
of  the  troops  for  the  fecurity  of 
New  York,  and  only  to  leave  fuch 
a  number  on  that  fervice,  as  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  maintenance 
of  fuch  a  poft  as  we  have  men¬ 
tioned.  On  the  other  hand.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  who  formed  his  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  fpot,  feems  to  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefts 
than  an  offenflve  war  could  an- 
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fv/er  any  effedtual  purpofe  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  j  and  that  a  confiderable 
army  would  be  neceffary  for  that 
end  ;  as  an  infufficient  force,  how- 
ever  fuccefsful  in  the  beginning, 
would,  in  his  judgment,  at  length, 
be  overborne.  He  likewife  held, 
that  the  reduction  of  that  province 
was  effential,  both  to  the  fubju- 
gation,  and  the  retention  of  the 
Carolinas.  But  as  his  whole  force, 
without  any  reduction,  was  utterly 
unequal  to  that  purpofe,  and  that 
he  likewife  feems  to  have  placed 
no  great  truft  in  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  eftabliihment 
of  the  propofed  poft,  it  became 
evident  that  he  felt  his  fituation 
very  uneafy  and  difagreeable,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  difficulties 
which  he  forefaw  in  the  fervice, 
but  with  refpect  to  the  weight  of 
refponfibility  to  which  he  would 
be  liable. 

He  therefore  wifhed  much  to 
return  to  his  command  in  South 
Carolina,  where  the  illnefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  rendered  his  pre¬ 
fence  highly  neceffiary.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  complied 
with ;  the  commander  in  chief 
probably  thinking  it  too  hazardous 
to  quit  New  York  himfelf  in  the 
prefen t  hate  of  affairs,  and  per¬ 
haps  judging,  that  the  fervice  in 
Virginia  would  require  all  the 
abilities  of  the  prefent  com¬ 
mander. 

-«pp&Jpon  a  perfonal  examination  of 
PortlVnouth,  with  a  view  to  the 
intended  poft.  Lord  Cornwallis 
found  it  totally  incompetent  to  the 
purpofe  j  for  befides  the  fituation 
being  exceedingly  unhealthy,  and 
that  it  would  require  little  lefs 
than  an  army  for  its  defence,  it 
was  incapable  of  receiving  ftiips 
of  the  line,  whofe  protedtion,  if 
neceffary,  and  a  fecure  ftation  at 


all  times,  were  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  defign.  Point  Com¬ 
fort,  which  had  likewife  been  pro- 
poled,  was  found  no  lefs  incapable 
or  defedtive  ;  and  the  polls  of 
York  Town,  on  the  river  of  the 
fame  name,  with  Glou'cefter  Point, 
on  the  oppofte  fide,  afforded  the 
only  remaining  choice.  Thefe, 
however,  required  the  whole  force 
which  Lord  Corwallis  pofteffed 
to  render  them  effedtive  ;  and  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  upon  that  infor¬ 
mation,  at  length  relinquiffied  the 
delign  of  recalling  any  part  of  the 
troops.  The  uncertainty,  how¬ 
ever,  upon  .this  point,  feems  to 
have  conftderably  delayed  the  con- 
ftrudtion  of  the  works  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  thofe  polls. 

The  hot  and  lickly  feafon,  which 
was  now  for  a  time  to  reftrain  all 
military  operations  on  both  lides, 
occafioned  Lord  Cornwallis’s  de¬ 
parture  from  Williamfburgh,  with 
a  view  of  paffing  the  River  James, 
in  order  to  examine  the  fituation 
of  Portfmouth,  Hampton,  and 
thofe  other  places  on  that  fide, 
which  had  been  held  out  as  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  converted  into  the 
intended  fortified  poft.  The  ar¬ 
my,  upon  this  movement,  having 
encamped  in  an  open  held  near 
James  Town,  but  under  the  cover 
of  their  fhipping,  preparatory  to 
their  palling  the  river,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  commanders  were  now  grown 
fo  confident,  that  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  immediately  pufhed 
forward  the  Generals  W ayne  and 
Muhlenburgh,  with  the  light  troops 
and  van,  while  he  followed  him¬ 
felf  with  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  in  order  to  take  fome  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  fituation,  or  to 
interrupt  their  defign. 

Lord  Cornwall, 3  re-  ,, 
ceived  intelligence  that  J  J 
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the  enemy  were  approaching  about 
noon  ;  and  about  four  o’clock, 
they  attacked  lus  outpofts,  in  con¬ 
siderable  force,  and  with  no  fmall 
warmth.  As  he  was  perfuaded 
that  they  would  not  venture  a  Se¬ 
rious,  attack,  excepting  under  the 
impreinon  that  only  a  rear  guard 
were  left  on  that  fide  of  the  river, 
he  accordingly  ufed  all  means  that 
might  encourage  that  opinion  of 
his  weaknefs.  The  ftratasrem 

O 

Seems  -to  have  taken,  for  about 
fun-iet,  a  body  of  troops,  with 
artillery,  began  to  form  in  his 
front;  upon  which  he  immediate¬ 
ly  ordered  the  army  to  advance  in 
two  lines  upon  the  enemy.  The 
attack  was  begun  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  fir  ft  line  ;  and  there  being 
nothing  but  militia  oppofed  to  the 
light  infantry  on  the  right,  the 
action  was  foon  over  on  that  fide. 
But  Col.  Dundafs’s  bridgade  on  the 
left,  confiding  of  the  43d,  76th, 
and  80th  regiments,  meeting  the 
Penfylvania  line,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  De  la  Fayette’s  continen¬ 
tals,  and  two  fix  pounders,  under 
the  conduct  of  General  Wayne,  a 
ihort,  but  very  warm  adtion  en- 
lued  ;  in  which,  however,  the 
Americans  were  repulfed,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  abandon  their  cannon. 
The  dark nefs  prevented  any  pur- 
Tuit,  and  the  JBritifh  army  palled 
the  river  in  the  night. 

The  Americans  reprefent  the 
ardour  of  their  troops  to  be  fo 
high  that  it  could  not  be  refrained 
by  their  commanders.  This  cir- 
iCumftanee,  while  it  flattered  na¬ 
tional  vanity,  lerved  another  pur- 
pofe.  It  alone  could  juftify  coming 
to  a  clofe  engagement  with  fuch  a 
difparity  of  force.  They  like- 
wife,  to  remove  the  imprejiion  of 
jthe  repulfe  they  had  received,  at¬ 


tributed  the  hafty  pafiage  of  the 
river  in  the  night,  to  the  dread 
entertained  of  their  united  force, 
the  reft  cf  the  army  they  fay, 
being  coming  up  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  to  fupport  the  van, 
and  on  the  next  day  to  renew  the 

j 

adtion.  De  la  Fayette  gives  great 
praife  to  the  American  command¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  and 
troops  in  general  which  were  en¬ 
gaged. 

The  Bri till)  general,  finding  no 
place  upon  examination,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river,  which 
could  anfwer  the  purpofe  propofed 
by  a  permament  poll,  and  having 
received  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  con- 
fen  t  for  retaining  his  whole  force, 
on  the  grqunds  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  returned  with  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  Auguft,  to  that  peninfula 
which  lies  between  the  great  rivers 
of  James  and  York,  and  compoles 
one  of  the  richer!  and  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  parts  of  Virginia.  Y7ork 
Town  lies  on  the  river  of  that 
name,  on  the  narrowed;  part  of 
the  peninfula,  where  it  is  about 
five  miles  over  ;  Gloucefter  Point, 
is  on  the  north,  and  oppofite  fide ; 
and  projedts  fo  far  into  the  river, 
that  the  defiance  between  both  is 
not  much  above  a  mile.  They 
entirely  command  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  which  is  fo  deep  at 
this  place,  as  to  admit  fhips  of 
great  fize  and  burthen.  Lord 
Cornwallis  applied  with  the  ut¬ 
moft  diligence  and  induftry  to  for¬ 
tify  thefe  polls,  and  to  render  them 
equally  relpedtable  by  land,  and  to 
the  water;  his  force  amounting,  in 
the  whole,  to  fomething  about 
7000  excellent  troops 

During  thefe  tranladtions,  Wafh- 
i'ngton  was  playing  a  game  of  great 
addrels  on  the  fide  of  New  York. 

The 
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The  marauding  parties  from  that 
city  and  its  dependencies,  had 
long  been  exceedingly  diligent  and 
1  ccelsful  in  intercepting  the  Ame¬ 
rican  pofls  and  difpatches,  by 
winch  means  Come  uleful  know¬ 
ledge  was  undoubtedly  obtained, 
with  iefpedl  to  their  internal  af¬ 
fairs,  as  many  of  thefe  letters 
were  written  by  their  principal 
commanders,  by  men  in  high  of¬ 
fice,  and  officers  of  all  ranks  in 
the  army.  Thefe  were  pu'oliffied 
with  great  parade  and  triumph  in 
the  New  York  and  Britiih  public 
papers,  as  proofs  of  the  poverty, 
weaknefs,  and  difunion,  which 
prevailed  among  the  Americans  ; 
and  if  the  originate  did  not  go  all 
the  lengths  that  were  wifhed,  it 
was  even  fuppofed  that  a  little  v/as 
fometimes  added,  to  fill  up  the 
meafure.  It  will  be  eafily  fup- 
poli-d,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
dillrelling  to  individuate,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  fome  inftances  prejudicial, 
than  this  open  expolure  of  their 
moil:  confidential  communications, 
upon  Hate  and  government  affairs. 
The  publication  of  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  affairs  and  family  lecrets, 
would  have  been  alone  fufficiently 
grievous. 

It  would  feem,  although  defli- 
tute  of  any  pofitive  proof,'  that 
thefe  mortifications  fuggefted  to 
General  Waffcington  the  idea  of 
turning  the  tables-  on  the  Britifh 
commanders ;  and  deriving  pub¬ 
lic  advantage  from  this  lource  of 
public  and  private  vexation  and 
prejudice.  He  wrote  letters  to 
the  louthern  commanders  and 
others,  informing  them  of  his 
total  inability  to  extricate  or  re¬ 
lieve  Virginia,  by  any  orher  pof- 
iible  means,  than  by  a  direct  at¬ 
tack,  in  concert  with  the  French 
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troops,  upon  New  York.  He 
held  out  the  difficulties  of  this 
enterprize,  and  Ihewed  his  doubts 
of  its  fuccefs  ;  but  feemed  to 
adopt  it  merely  from  the  neceffity 
of  the  meafure,  and  as  the  laft  re¬ 
tort  for  the  prelervation  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  likewife  Hated,  that 
in  the  late  conference  which  he 
had  held  with  the  Count  de  Rc- 
chambeau,  it  was  abfolutely  de¬ 
termined  upon  ;  and  that  it  had 
fince  received  a  farther  confirma¬ 
tion,  from  the  approbation  of  the 
defign  which  had  heen  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  French  naval  com¬ 
mander,  who  had  not  been  prelent 
at  the  conference. 

If  any  thing  could  raife  a  fuf- 
picion  of  the  integrity  of  thefe 
letters,  it  was  their  being  more 
clear,  fall,  and  explicit,  than 
feemed  abfolutely  neceiiary,  and 
their  containing  matters  of  a  more 
nice  and  delicate  nature,  than  it 
might  be  fuppofed  lo  prudent  and 
cautious  a  commander,  would 
have  trufted  to  a  conveyance 
which  experience  had  already 
fhewn  to  be  extremely  hazardous. 
Thefe  letters  were  intercepted,  as 
v/ere  ethers  of  the  lame  nature, 
and  which  it  is  now  evident  were 
calculated  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
from  the  French  commanders  to 
the  French  refident  at  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

it  will  not  be  fuppofed  but  that 
thefe  letters,  with  the  farther  con¬ 
firmation  which  thev  received  from 
the  fublequent  movements  and  pre¬ 
parations  made  by  the  French  and 
American  armies,  muft  have  great¬ 
ly  influenced  the  conduct  oi  the 
commander  in  chief  at  New  Y  ork  ; 
particularly  with  refpect  to  his  de¬ 
fire  of  recalling  a  cofiderable  part 
of  the  troops  from  Virginia ;  as 

like- 
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likewise,  in  preventing  his  forming 
any  iulpicion  of  the  real  clefigns  of 
the  enem  y. 

The  French  forces  under  the 
Count  cle  Rochambeau,  being  on 

#  7  O 

their  way  from  Rhode  Bland,  Gen. 
Wafhington,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  broke  up  his  camp  at  New 
Windier,  and  palled  the  North 
River  to  meet  them.  Their  junc¬ 
tion  took  place  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  the  eaftern,  or  New 
England  fide  of  the  river ;  and  to 
carry  on  the  deception  in  view, 
the  combined  armies  encamped  at 
Philip&urg,  in  a  fituation  to 
overawe  KingVBridge  and  the 
adjoining  polls,  and  even  to  alarm 
the  ifland  of  New  York.  In  the 
remainder  of  that  month,  and 
during  the  greater  part  of  the 
following,  they  continued  to  beat 
up,  and  alarm,  the  Britilh  out- 
polls,  011  all  fides.  A  .  body  of 
5000  French  and  Americans  took 
poft  near  KingVBridge  in  the 
night,  where  they  continued  for 
4b  hours,  with  every  demonftra- 
tion  of  an  intended  attack. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  com¬ 
manders,  accompanied  by  the 
principal  officers  of  both  armies, 
and  attended  by  the  engineers, 
reconnoitred  the  ifland  of  New 
York  clolely  on  both  fides-  from 
file  oppofite  (bores  ;  and  to  render 
appearances  the  more  ferious,  took 
plans  of  all  the  works  under  the 
lire  of  their  batteries.  Whilil  a 
report  of  the  expected  daily  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Count  de  Graffe  was 
fed  uloufly  propagated;  and  to 
give  it  full  confirmation,  when 
they  had  received  advice  from 
that  commander  of  the  time  at 
which  he  hoped  to  arrive  at  the 
Chefapeak,  the  French  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  Sandy  Hook,  and 


the  coals  oppofite  Staten  Ifland, 
with  an  apparent  view  of  fe- 
conding  the  operations  of  the  fleet, 
in  forcing  the  one,  and  feizinv 
upon  the  other.  This  deception 
was  carried  fo  far,  as  to  the  eft#* 
blifhrnent  of  a  battery  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Ramon,  and  juft 
within  the  Hook. 

Alter  thefe  deceptions  had  been 
fuccelsfuhy  p radii  led,  and  New 
York  with  its  dependencies  kept 
in  a  continued  (late  of  alarm  for 
about  fix  weeks,  Wafli-  .  . 

ingcon  fuddenly  palfed  U^’  I^t  u 
the  Croton,  and  loon  afterwards, 
the  North  River;  when  he  took 
fuch  a  pjfition,  as  feerned  Rill  to 
indicate  that  Staten  Bland  was 
the  immediate  objefit.  The  cur¬ 
tain  was  now,  however,  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  every  thing  being 
in  readinefs,  the  combined  army 
marched  diredtly  acrofs  the  Jerfies 
for  'Trenton  upon  the  Delaware  ; 
this  movement  being  conlidered  at 
New  York  only  as  a  feint,  until 
they  had  already  palfed  that  river. 
It  does  not  however  appear,  that  the 
force  at  New  \  ork  was  fufneient  to 
enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  inter¬ 
rupt  their  march  with  any  confide¬ 
nt  I  de  effect  ;  at  leatt,  without  per¬ 
haps  rifking  too  much.  The  al¬ 
lied  armies  marched  through  Phi- 
ladelphia  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  where  fuch  courtefie^  as 
might  be  expected,  were  ex¬ 
changed  between  the  French  com¬ 
manders  and  the  Congrefs.  From 
thence  they  marched  to  the  head 
of  the  river  Elk,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Chefapeak.  There  they 
found  all  the  tranfports  and  craft 
that -could  be  collected,  in  readinefs 
to  faciiiate  their  progrefs  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  but  thefe  could  be  in  no 
degree  adequate  to  the  purpofe, 

*  after 
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?fcer  the  continued  deffruCtion 
which  the  American  commerce  in 
that  bay  lud  io  long  undergone. 

As  i'ome  oonfolation  for  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  which  threatened 

,  ... 

the  Britilh  power  in  V  irginia,  and 
home  return  tor  the  deceptions  fo 
fuccefsfidly  practiced  by  the  ene- 
rnv,  their  departure  from  the  con¬ 
fines  of  New  York  was  fpeedrly 
•followed  by  a  faccefsful  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Connecticut  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  no  fimail  lot s  and  ruin 
to  the  Americans.  The  trading 
town  of  New  London,  on  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Thames,  was  the  object  or  tins 
enterprize  ;  and  its  conduct,  with 
a  fufficient  land  and  marine  force, 
was  committed  to  General  Arnold, 
who  was  himfelf  a  native  oi  that 
province. 

The  embarkation  having  palled 
over  Irons  the  Long  Ill  and  Chore 
in  tiie  night,  the  troops  were  1  ind- 
,  .  ed  in  two  detachments, 
Tl*  '-11*  on  each  fide  ol  the  har¬ 
bour,  in  the  morning;  that  on 
the  Groten  fide  being  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Eyre,  and 
that  on  the  New  London  fide  by 
the  General.  Mr.  Arnold  met 
with  no  great  trouble  on  this  fide  ; 
Fort  Trumbull,  and  a  redoubt, 
which  were  intended  to -cover  the 
harbour  and  town,  being  taken 
without  much  difficulty  or  lofs, 
and  the  place  in  1  id  elf  being  en¬ 
tirely  defcncelefs. 

But  affairs  on  the  other  fide 
were  more  ferrous.  Fort  Grit- 
wold,  which  the  eager  and  en¬ 
couraging  zealot  the  lovalifis  had 
reprefenred  as  very  incomplete  in 
Its  works,  and  deflitute  of  any 
thing;  like  a  g-arrifon.  was  on  the 

O  ^  c-» 

contrary  found  to  he  very  Itrong, 
and  no  lefs  well  defended.  The 
general,  under  the  impreJfHon  of 
the  information  he  had  received. 
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and  from  the  opportunity  which 
the  fort  afforded  to  the  enemy N 
Chips  of  efcaping  up  the  river,  had 
directed  Colonel  Lyre  to  attack 
the  fort  direCtly,  and  carry  it  by 
a  coup  do  main.  But  upon  bis- 
obtaining  a  good  view  of  it  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  he  immediately  perceived 
the  deception,  and  that  the  fort 
was  in  a  much  more  formidable 
date  than  it  had  been  reprefen  ted 
upon  which  he  dif patched  an  offi¬ 
cer  to  countermand  the  orders  tor 
an  attack. 

The  officer  was  too  late,  and 
the  attack  already  commenced. 
The  fort  was  indeed  formidable, 
the  defence  anlwerable,  and  it  re¬ 
quired  all  the  valour  and  impe- 
tuofitv  of  the  two  brave  regiments 
which  were  engaged,  to  furmount 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
encounter.  The  attack,  notwith- 
fcanding  the  little  time-  for  ob- 
fervation  or  counfel,  was  very  ju- 
diciouily  conducted.  The  work 
was  a  fquare,  with  flanks;  and 
the  troops  advancing  on  three  Tides 
at  once,  fucceeded  in  making  a 
lodgment  in  the  ditch ;  they  then, 
under  the  cover  of  a  very  heavy 
and  conftant  fire  upon  the  works, 
effeCfed  a  fecond  lodgment  upon, 
the  fraizing,  which  was  a  work  of 
the  gieatelt  difficulty,  as  befides 
the  obftinacy  of  the  defence,  the 
height  was  lb  considerable,  that 
the  foldiers  could  only  aicend  by 
mutual  help  Irani  each  others 
Shoulders,  and  thofe  who  lirit  :u~ 
ctnded,  had  frill  to  Silence  a  nine 
pounder,  which  enfiladed  the  very 
fpot  on  which  they  flood.  The 
troops  at  length  made  their  way 
good  with  fixed  bayonets  through, 
the  em  bra  litres,  notwichflandmg 
the  fierce  defence  made  by  fh< 
gar ri for,  who  now,  changing  their 

weapon?. 
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weapons,  fought  defperateiy  hand 
to  hand  with  long  fpears. 

The  40th  and  54th  regiments, 
purchafed  the  honour,  great  as  it 
was,  which  they  gained  in  {form¬ 
ing  this  place.  Colonel  Eyre  was 
wounded  in  the  attach,  and  the 
command  taken  by  Major  Mont¬ 
gomery,  who  being  killed  with  a 
fipear,  as  he  gallantly  entered  the 
works,  was  lucceeded  by  Major 
Broinfield,  who  had  the  fortune 
of  completing  the  reduction  of  the 
fort.  Two  coinmilTioned  officers, 
and  46  men,  were  killed  on  the 
fp of,  befides  eight  miffing,  whole 
late  may  fcarcely  be  conlidered  as 
doubtful  ;  eight  commiilioned  of¬ 
ficers,  lome  of  whom  died,  with 
135  non-commiihoned  and  privates, 
were  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the 
garrifon  was  proportioned  to  the 
obftinacy  of  their  defence.  Col. 
Ladyard,  the  commander,  with 
moll  of  his  officers,  and  85  pri¬ 
vate  men,  lay  dead  in  the  fort  ; 
ol  60  who  were  di fabled,  much 
the  greater  part  were  mortally 
wounded  ;  about  70  were  made 
prifoners. 

The  taking  of  Fort  Grifwold, 
did  not  prevent  16  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  flips  from  making  their  ef- 
cape  up  the  river  j  about  a  dozen 
others  were  burnt.  The  lofs 
which  the  Americans  fuftained  in 
the  deftruftion  of  this  place  was 
prodigious.  The  quantities  of 
naval  fores,  of  European  manu¬ 
factures,  of  Eafl-India,  and  of 
Weft-India  commodities,  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  fo  im- 
menfe,  as  almoft  tq  exceed  belief. 
Every  thing,  on  the  town  fide  of 
the  river,  was  defroyed  by  fire. 
Nothing  was  carried  off,  except¬ 
ing  fuch  fmall  articles  of  Ipoii  as 

afforded  no  trouble  in  the  convey- 
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ance.  The  burning  of  the  town, 
was  laid  to  be  contrary  to  intention 
and  orders,  and  was  attributed  no 
the  great  quantity  of  gun  powder 
lodged  in  the  fore  houfes.  The 
bufmefs  was  fo  hafiiy  conducted, 
that  the  barracks  and  a  confder- 
able  magazine  of  gun  powder  at 
Fort  Grihvold,  efcaped  that  de- 
fruFcion  which  involved  every 
tiling  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ri¬ 
ver.  This  is  net  accounted  fur, 
but  muft  undoubtedly  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  knowledge  of  lome 
movements  making  by  the  enemy 
in  the  adjoining  country. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  had  arrived  from  the  Wef- 
Indies  off  the  Chelapeak,  on  the 
25th  of  Augufc,  with  14  fail  of  the 
line,  fome  frigates,  and  a  lire 
flip,  where  he  expected  to  have 
met  Admiral  Graves  with  the 
fquadron  from  New  York  ;  but 
being  difappointed,  he  firf  dif- 
patched  a  frigate  with  intelligence 
of  his  arrival  to  that  commander, 
and  afterwards  followed  himfelf, 
with  the  fquadron,  to  Sandy 
Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
28th  of  the  month.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  that  through  fome 
misfortune.  Sir  George  Rodney’s 
difpatches  had  not  arrived  in  time 
at  New  York,  to  give  any  inform¬ 
ation  of  Sir  Samuel  Flood’s  defri- 
nation  to  the  Chelapeak,  which, 
independent  of  any  other  caufe, 
muft  have  frufrated  the  defign  of 
a  junction  off  that  bay  ;  and  we 
have  likewife  l'een,  that  Mr. 
Graves’s  Iquadron  had  received  fo 
much  damage  by  bad  weather  in 
a  cruize  off  Bofton,  as  rendered 
fome  of  the  Ihips  incapable  of  pre- 
fent  fervice. 

On  the  very  day  of  Sir  Samuel 
Hood’s  arrival  at  Sandy  Flook, 

the 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [127 


the  commanders  at  New  York  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence,  that  M.  de 
B.irras,  who  fucceeded  Ternay  in  the 
command  ar  Rhode  llland,  had  fail¬ 
ed  three  days  before  with  hi -s  fqua- 
dron  to  the  fouthward.  'I  he  hope 
of  intercepting  this  lquadron  before 
it  could  join  De  Grade,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  been  an  additional 
fpur,  if  fuch  had  been  wanted 
to  Admiral  Graves's  diligence,  in 
getting  fuch  (hips  as  were  in  readi- 
nels,  with  the  utmoft  expedition 
over  the  bar.  It  was,  however,  the 
3  id  before  this  could  be  done,  when 
bringing  live  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a 
fifty,  with  him  from  New  Y ork,  he 
took  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and 
proceeded  to  the  fouthward. 

All  the  prefent  operations  of 
the  combined  enemy,  wece  the  re¬ 
fill  t  of  a  Ion 2  concerted  and  well 
digefted  plan  ;  but  there  happen¬ 
ed  an  extraordinary  coincidence  in 
their  feveral  movements  by  fea  and 
land,  which  did  not  come  within 
the  reach  of  calculation.  We  have 
already  feen  that  M.  de  Barras, 
had  failed  from  Rhode  llland  on 
the  25th  of  Auguft  ;  in  three  days 
after,  on  the  28th,  De  Grade  ar¬ 
rived  with  his  fleet  from  the  W eft- 
Indies  at  the  Chefapeak  ;  and 
within  an  hour  after  the  French 
and  American  armies  had  reached 
the  head  of  Elk,  they  received  an 
exprefs  from  that  commander,  with 
the  welcome  account  of  his  arrival 
and  fituation.  This  will  appear 
the  more  remarkable,  if  we  con- 
flder  the  original  diftance  of  the 
parties,  as  well  from  the  fee  tie  of 
adtion  as  from  each  other,  and 
the  various  accidents,  difficulties, 
and  delays,  to  which  they  were 
nil  liable.  M.  de  Barras  did  n6t, 
however,  arrive  in  the  Chefapeak, 
for  near  a  fortnight  after  De 
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Grade  ;  as  he  took  a  wide  circui¬ 
tous  courfe  by  the  Bermuda 
I  Hands,  from  the  apprehenlion  of 
being  intercepted  by  the  Briti'li 
fleet.  This  caution,  which  would 
have  been  otherwile  commendable, 
was  in  the  prefent  inftance  abl'o- 
1 11  rely  neceffary  ;  as  that  officer 
had  in  .  his  care  ten  tranfports, 
which  conveyed  from  Rhode  ifland 
the  heavy  ordnance  and  other  ma¬ 
terials  indifpenlably  neceffary  for 
the  liege  of  York  Town  ;  and  upon 
which  the  whole  hope  and  fortune 
of  the  enterprize  depended. 

Upon  the  Count  de  Grafie’s 
arrival  in  the  Chefapeak,  after 
blocking  up  York  River,  he  took 
poffeflion  of  the  River  James, 
which  he  occupied  with  his  armed 
veifels  and  cruizers  to  a  conffder- 
able  diftance,  as  well  to  prevent 
any  attempt  which  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  might  make  of  retreating 


to  the  Carolinas,  as  to  cover  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  which  were  to 
convey  the  Marquis  de  St.  Simon, 
with  3300  land  forces  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  18  leagues  up  the 
river,  to  form  a  jun&ion  with  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Admiral  Graves  re-  r  t  ,, 

,  •  ir  Sept.  «rth. 

ceived  no  intelligence  r  J 

o 

of  the  French  fleet,  nor  they  of 
his  approach,  until  they  were  dif- 
covered  betimes  in  the  morning, 
lying  at  anchor,  to  the  number  of 
24  fail  of  the  line,  off  Lynnhaven 
Bay,  being  juft  within  Cape  Hen¬ 
ry,  and  confequently  the  mouth 
of  the  Chefapeak.  The  enemy, 
who  were  evidently  thrown  into 
home  difordcr  at  the  unexpected 
appearance  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
immediately  flipped  their  cables, 
and  turning  out  from  the  ancho- 
.rage  ground,  M.  de  Gralfe  threw 
out  a  fignal  for  the  fhips  feverally 


to 
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to  form  the  line  as  they  could 
come  up,  without  any  regard  to 
their  particular  or  fpecified  na¬ 
tions. 

The  Britilh  fleet  amounted  only 
to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line,  fo 
that  the  enemy  had  a  fuperiority, 
in  fo  moderate  a  number,  of  five 
line  of  battle  (hips.  Through  the 
delays  occasioned  by  the  various 
manoeuvres  on  both  fides,  the  ac¬ 
tion  did  not  commence  till  four 
o’clock  ;  and  then  was  entirely 
partial,  only  the  van,  and  a  part 
of  the  Britifh  center,  being  able 
to  come  near  enough  to  engage 
with  effeft.  It  was  evident  that 
M.  de  Grade  did  not  wifh  a  dole 
adtion.  He  wanted  to  gain  his 
point  in  keeping  pofleflion  of  the 
Chefapeak,  and  to  lave  his  fhips, 
for  that  and  all  its  correfpondent 
purpofes,  as  much  as  poiiible. 
The  abfence  of  1500  of  his  fea- 
men,  who  were  then  employed  in 
conveying  M.  de  St.  Simon’s 
troops  up  the  River  James,  con¬ 
firmed  him  in  this  difpofition. 
Admiral  Drake,  with  the  rear  di- 
vilion,  which,  in  confequence  of 
the  lad  tack,  was  now  become  the 
van  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  treated 
the  French  van  fo  roughly,  that 
to  avoid  being  entirely  ruined, 
they  were  obliged  to  bear  away, 
while  M.  de  Grade,  with  the  cen¬ 
ter,  edged  up,  but  dudioufly 
keeping  a  confiderable  didance,  in 
Order  to  cover  their  retreat.  Thus 
the  weight  of  the  adtion  fell  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  Britifh  van,  the 
center  coming  in  for  a  more  mode¬ 
rate  fliare,  and  feven  fail  of  the 
line  never  being  able  to  get  within 
a  proper  gun-ihot  diftance  of  the 
enemy.  From  thefe  circumftances. 
Admiral  Drake’s  divifion  could  not 
but  luffer  feverely. 


The  nearnefs  of  the  Ihores,  with 
the  danger  of  the  great  fhoal  call¬ 
ed  the  middle  ground,  probably 
operated,  along  with  the  approach¬ 
ing  night,  at  lead  upon  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  commanders,  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  engagement  about  fuii- 
fet,  The  flain  on  board  the  Britilh 
fleet  amounted  to  90,  and  the 
wounded  to  230.  The  Shrewl- 
bury  and  Intrepid  bore  more  than 
a  proportional  (bare  of  this  lofs. 
Capt.  Robinfon  of  the  former  lod 
a  leg,  and  Captain  Molloy  of  the 
Intrepid  gained  great  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  fuc- 
coured  and  covered  the  Shrewf- 
bury,  when  overborne  and  fur- 
rounded  by  the  enemy. 

Admiral  Graves  11  fed  all  mea- 
fures  to  keep  up  the  line  during 
the  night,  with  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  of  renewing  the  a&ion  in  the 
morning.  But  he  difcovered  that 
feveral  Oiips  of  the  van,  and  the 
Montague  of  the  center,  had  dif¬ 
fered  fo  much  in  their  mads,  that 
they  were  in  no  condition  for  re¬ 
newing  the  adticn  until  they  were 
fecured.  The  Terrible  was  fo 
leaky,  as  to  keep  all  her  pumps 
going,  and  the  Ajax,  which  had 
like  wife  long  partaken  of  the  evils 
incident  to  the  Weft  Indian  cli¬ 
mate  and  navigation,  was  in  little 
better  condition.  Thefe  circum- 
dances,  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things,  were  evils  which  could 
only  be  lamented  and  endured. 

The  hodile  fleets  continued  for 
five  fucceflive  days,  partly  repair¬ 
ing  their  damages,  and  partly 
manoeuvring,  in  fight  of  each 
other.  The  French  generally 
maintained  the  wind,  and  confe- 
quently  had  it  frequently  in  their 
power  to  engage  the  Britilh  fleet, 
which  they,  however,  declined, 

not- 
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no'twi' hflanding  their  Superiority. 
M.  de  Grafle’s  object,  betides  fe- 
curing  the  Chefapeak,  was  to  co¬ 
ver  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Barfas, 
with  the  fquadron  and  convoy 
from  Rhode  Ifland.  That  point 
being  gained,  (which  was  in  fa  <51 
ligning  the  doom  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  army)  the  French  fleet  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Chefapeak,  where 
they  anchored  in  fuch  a  manner, 
juft  within  Cape  Henry,  and  from 
thence  to  the  middle  ground,  as 
entirely  to  block  up  the  paftage. 
It  happened  unluckily,  that  the 
two  Britiih  frigates,  the  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Iris,  which  Had  been 
fent  to  cut  away  the  French  buoys 
at  the  anchorage  ground,  were 
upon  this  occafion  intercepted  and 
taken.  In  the  mean  time,  a  frefti 
gale,  and  a  head  fea,  had  fo  much 
increafed  the  damage  and  danger 
or  the  Terrible,  that  a  council  of 
war  found  it  neceflary  to  evacuate’ 
and  then  burn  her.  After  which 
it  was  determined  to  return  to 
New  York,  in  order  to  refit  the 
fhips  with  the  utmoft  expedition ; 
where  the  fleet  accordingly  arriv¬ 
ed  on  the  20th  of  September. 
This  a£ticn,  like  moft  other  of 
the  naval  engagements  which  we 
have  feen  in  this  war,  underwent 
it s  full  {hare  of  criticifni  and  cen- 
fure.  ^ 

We  have.feen  that  the  combined 
French  and  American  army  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  head  of  the  Elk,  where 
they  were  too  Icantily  fuppfed 
with  fliipping  for  their  paftage 
down  the  bay.  The  light  troops  of 
both  a  rimes  were  thofe  only  which 
could  be  embarked,  and  the  com¬ 
pliment  of  this  eafy  mode  of  con-* 
veyance  feemed  to  be  principal¬ 
ly  paid  to  the  flrangers,  while 
Wafhington,  with  the  bulk  of 
Vql,  XXIV, 


both  armies,  purfued  their  march 
to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  in 
Maryland.  But  the  French  be¬ 
coming  now  entirely  mailers  of 
the  bay,  the  tranfports  brought 
by  Barras,  with  the  frigates  and 
light  veflels  of  the  fleet,  were  all 
dii  patched  to  convey  the  army 
from  Annapolis,  which  accord¬ 
ingly  arrived  at  Williamiburg  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month  ;  Wafh¬ 
ington,  with  fome  of  the  principal 
commanders,  having  already,  by 
travelling  poft,  joined  De  la 
Fayette. 

Thus  was  the  brave  but  ill-fated 
army  under  lord  Cornwallis  by- 
degrees  enclofed  and  furrounded, 
being  Unit  up  by  a  prodigious  na¬ 
val  force  on  the  one  ftde,  and  an 
army  of  above  8ouo  Frerich,  of 
about  as  many  continental  troops, 
and  5000  militia.^  on  the  others  • 
and  with  no  other  cover  than  re¬ 
cent  earthen  works,  haftily  thrown 
up,  to  oppofe  fo  great  a  force,  aid¬ 
ed  by  a  powerful  train  of  heavy  ar¬ 
tillery.  The  French  troops  em¬ 
ployed  upon  this  fervice,  whether 
conftdered  with  refpedd  to  officers 
or  private  men,  feemed  to  be  pick¬ 
ed  out  and  chofen  as  the  flower  of 
their  armies. 

In  the  three  laft  days- of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  combined  armies  clofely 
invefted  Lord  Cornwallis  in  York 
Town  ;  the  French  extending  from 
the  river  above  the  town  to  a  mo- 
rafs  in  the-  center,  Where  they 
were  met  by  the  Americans,  who 
occupied  the  oppoftte  fide  from 
the -river  to'  that  fpot.  It  was 
remarkable  that  Washington  in 
his  general  orders  ftrong'y  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Americans,  and 
even  charged  them,  to  ufe  and 
depend  upon  the  bayonet,  as  their 
beft  and  moft  eftlntial  weapon,  in 
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cafe  they  fliould  be  encountered 
on  the  march  from  Williamsburg  ; 
afiuring  them,  that  they  would 
thereby  effectually  cure  the  vanity 
of  the  Britifli  troops,  who  attri¬ 
buted  to  themfelves  fo  decided  a 
fuperiority  in  that  fort  oi  clofe 
and  trying  combat.  Nor  did  he 
omit  any  means  to  excite  that  ho¬ 
nourable  emulation  between  the 
allied  troops  which  appeared  lo 
confpicuoufly  in  the  fubfequent 
operations. 

The  Britifh  general  found  it 
neceffary  to  contract  his  poffs  and 
defences,  which  having  been  ex- 
tended  for  the  purpoie  of  com¬ 
manding  the  Peninfula,  were,  in 
the  prefent  cireurnftaices,  too  re¬ 
mote  and1  expofed  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed.  They  were  of  courfe  fr’zed 
by  the  enemy  as  they  were  aban¬ 
doned.  The  poft  at  Gloucefter 
Point,  on  the  oppoffte  fide  of  the 
river,  which  was  occupied  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry,  and 
feme  infantry,  amounting  to  about 
600  men,  was  at  the  fame  time 
clofely  inveffed  by  the  Duke  de 
Lauzun  with  his  legion,  and  a 
body  of  Virginia  militia  under 
General  Wieden  ;  but  the  active 
operations  on  that  ffde  went  no 
farther  than  a  warm  fkirmifh  on 
the  ffrib  day  in  driving  in  the  out 
poffs. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by 
both  armies  in  the  night  between 
the  6th  and  7th  of  October ;  their 
attacks  were  carried  on  with  great 
vigour  ;  and  their  batteries  were 
covered  with  little  lets  than  an 
hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance. 
The  new  loofe  works  would  have 
been  little  capable  of  withftand- 
irsg  fueh  a  weight  of  fire,  if  they 
had  even  been  completed ;  but 
they  Were  fo  far  from  that  ffate, 
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that  the  Britifh  troops  were  H6t 
lefs  employed  in  their  conftruction 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  were  in  their  defence.  In  a 
few  days,  njoft  of  their  guns  were 
accordingly  filenced.  their  defen¬ 
ces  in  many  places  ruined,  and  the 
enemy’s  fin  ells  reached  even  the 
iliips  in  the  harbour,  where  the 
Charon  of  44  guns  with  fome  of 
the  tranfports  were  burnt. 

The  Britifh  fleet,  on  its  return 
to  New  York,  was  joined  by  the 
Prudent  man  of  war,  with  feveral 
frigates  from  the  Weft  Indies;  and 
in  a  few  days  after  its  arrival,  was 
farther  reinforced  by  R.ear-adini~ 
ral  Digby,  with  three  Blips  of  the 
line  from  England;  but  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rhode  Ifland  fquadron, 
had  given  fo  decided  a  fuperiority 
to  M.  de  Graife,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  moft  defperate  circum- 
ftances,  or  that  almoft  irrefiftible 
motive  which  actually  fuffifted, 
could  have  juftiffed  any  attempt 
towards  another  encounter, 

The  defire  of  extricating  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  army,  how¬ 
ever,  prevailed  over  all  confider- 
alions  of  danger  and  lofs,  and  the 
Britifh  naval  commanders  ured  all 
pofiible  expedition  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  Beet  at  New  York. 
'Phis,  however,  though  unavoid¬ 
ably  neceffary,  took  up  more  time 
than  could  have  been  afforded  at 
this  juncture.  The  delay  feemed 
indeed  to  be  in  fome  degree  coin- 
pen  fated,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  William  and  Torbay  men 
of  war  from  Jamaica,  In  the 
mean  time  a  council  of  war  com- 
pofed  of  all  the  Bag  and  general 
officers,  being  held,  it  was  deter* 
mined  that  every  pofiible  exertion 
Biould  be  ufed  both  by  the  fleet 
and  army,  to  form  a  junction  with 

the 
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the  fquadron  and  army  in  Virgi¬ 
nia.  It  was  however  the  19th  of 
October,  before  the  fleet  could 
get  clear  over  the  bar;  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  with  about  7000  of  his 
belt  forces,  having  embarked  on 
beard  the  lliips  of  war.  The  fleet 
now  amounted  to  25  fhips  of  the 
line,  two  fifties,  and  eight  fri¬ 
gates  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
great  Superiority  of  force  which 
the  enemy  Ihill  retained,  the  fpirit 
which  operated  both  upon  the 
common  men  and  officers  was  fo 
high,  that  whatever  doubts  might 
be  form  'd  with  refpect  to  the  final 
point  of  fuccefs,  none  could  be  en¬ 
tertained,  but  that  the  expected 
naval  action  would'  Hand  foremoft, 
among  the  moil  obftinate  and  the 
mod  tloody,  that  had  yet  been 
known.  It  was,  indeed,  a  defperate 
call,  and  the  fleet  and  army  were 
both  flaked  upon  the  fortune  of  one. 

During  thele  tranfa&ions  on  the 
fide  of  New  York,  the  united 
armies  which  were  employed  in 
the  fiege  of  York-Town,  fenfible 
of  the  efforts  that  would  be'  made 
for  its  relief,  and  unwilling  to 
flake  all  their  hopes  on  the  iiliie  of 
a  naval  engagement,  ufed  the  ut- 
moil  exertions  in  the  profbcution 
of  their  works,  and  ihewed  no  :efs 
refolution  in  their  attacks,  than  vi¬ 
vacity  in  the  fire  of  their  batteries. 
On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  Oc- 

o 

tobc-r,  they  began  their  fecond 
parallel  within  300  yards  of  the 
works  of  the  place,  being  within 
juft  half  the  diftance  of  the  firft, 
and  carried  it  on  with  unremitting 
induftry. 

Nothing  lefs  than  the 'certain 
hope  and  expectation  of  relief, 
could  have  induced  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  to  attempt  the  defence  of  a 
poft,  which  he  deemed  fo  incapa¬ 
ble  of  refilling  the  force  oppofed 
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to  it,  as  that  which  he  now  occupi¬ 
ed.  He  would  otherwise  have  at¬ 
tempted  a  retreat,  however  diffi¬ 
cult,  or  he  would  even  have  ha- 
yarded  an  encounter  in  the  open 
field,  and  trufting  to  the  gallan¬ 
try  of  his  troops,  leave  the  reft  to 
the  decifion  of  fortune.  This  hope 
was  farther  confirmed,  by  a  letter 
from  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  dated  on  the  24th  of 
September,  which  informed  him, 
that  the  relief  would  fail  from 
thence  about  the  5th  of  October. 
Thus  circumftanced,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  could  not  think  himfelf 
j uftified  in  abandoning  his  poft  ; 
and  in  rifquing  the  confequences 
of  thofe  defperate  meafures,  which 
mull  then  of  neceffity  be  adopted. 
On  the  other  hand  it  happ  ned 
moll  unfortunately,  that  the  delay 
which  occurred  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  fleet,  rendered  it 
impoffible  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
to  fulfil  his.  intention. 

Two  redoubts  which  were  ad¬ 
vanced  about  300  yards  on  the 
Britifli  left,  had  greatly  incom¬ 
moded  the  enemy,  and  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  impede  their  progrefs. 
It  was  determined  to  attack  thefe 
at  the  fame  time  at  dark,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  To  balance 
the  honour,  as  well  as  the  duty, 
between  both  nations,  the  attack 
cn  one  was  committed  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  of  the  other  to  the 
French.  Col.  Hamilton,  Walh- 
ingtcn’s  aid  de  camp,  command¬ 
ed  the  American  detachment  ; 
which  marched  to  the  aflault  with 
unloaded  arms  ;  pafled  the  abbati? 
and  palifades  without  wailing  to 
remove  them  ;  and  attacking  the 
works  on  all  fides  at  once,  carried 
the  redoubt  with  the  utmoft  rapi¬ 
dity.  Young  Laurens  gained 
great  credit  upon  this  occafion. 

[ /]  3  and 
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and  perronally  took  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  pnfoner.  The  lofs  was 
very  moderate  on  both  Tides  ;  and 
Hamilton,  in  his  report  to  the 
Marquis  de  la.  Fayette,  boails 
(with  what  juiiice  will  be  decided 
for  themfelves,  by  thofe  who  have 
Attended  to  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
war)  that  the  foldiery  under  his 
command,  incapable,  as  he  ex- 
p relies  himfelf,  of  imitating  exam¬ 
ples  of  barbarity,  and  forgetting 
recent  provocations,  fpared  every 
man  that  ceafed  to  refill;. 

The  French  were  equally  fuc- 
ceisful  on  their  fide,  but  their  lofs 
was  more  considerable ;  amount¬ 
ing,  by  their  own  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  to  about  an  hundred  in  kill¬ 
ed  and  wounded.  '3  he  emulation 
between  the  two  nations,  appeared 
in  their  labour,  as  well  as  in  adtion  ; 
and  the  two  redoubts  were  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  iecond  parrallel  by  day¬ 
light. 

The  taking  of  thefie  two  re¬ 
doubts  may  be  faid  to  .decide  the 
ic  te  of  the  army.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote 
on  the  following  day  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  confiders  their  fituation 
as  being  fo  defperate,  that  He 
could  not  recommend  to  the  fleet 
and  army  to  run  any  great  rifque 
in  endeavouring  to  fave  them'. 
Indeed  nothing  could  be  more 
hopelefs;  for,  as  he  fays  himfelf 
in  the  fame  letter,  they  dared  not 
to  fhew  a  gun  to  the  enemy’s  old 
batteries,  and  they  expected  that 
their  new  ones  would  be  opened 
on  the  following  morning. 

The  Britifh  commander,  how¬ 
ever  left  nothing  untried  which 
could  procraftinate,  if  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  prevent,  the  final  iffiue, 
which  was  not  more  dreaded  than 
expected.  Being  fenfibk  that  his 
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works  could  not  fiand  many  hours 
after  the  opening  of  the  batteries 
of  the  fecond  parallel,  he  did  every 
thing  that  was  poifible  to  interrupt 
that  work, opening  new  eu  brazures 
for  g  ns,  and  keeping  up  acon- 
ftant  fire  with  all  his  howitzers 
and  final  I  mortars. 

The  troops  had  been  fo  much 
weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  that  the 
general  would  not  venture  ary 
confiderable  number  in  the  making 
of  failies,  and  the  enemy  had  lo 
well  fecured  their  hanks,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  all  their  operations  with 
fo  much  regularity  and  caution, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  a  ftrong  and 
well  fupported  attack  could  pro¬ 
duce  any  effieft.  The  prefent 
emergency  was.  however,  fo  cri¬ 
tical,  that  a  little  before  day¬ 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th, 
he  ordered  a  fortie  of  about  350 
men  under  the  conduct  of  , Lieut. 
Col.  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two 
batteries  which  appeared  to  be 
in  the  greatefi:  forwardnefs,  and 
to  fpike  the  guns.  A  detachment 
of  guards,  with  the  80th  company 
of  grenadiers,  under  the  command 
of  Liect.  Col.  Leake,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  one  of  thefed  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  light  infantry,  under  Major 
Armfirong,  to  the  other  battery. 
Both  attacks  were  made  with  an 
impetuofity  which  could  not  be 
refitted.  The  redoubts  that  co¬ 
vered  both  batteries  were  forced, 
eleven  pieces  of  cannon  fpiked, 
and  the  French  troops^  who  had 
the  guard  of  that  part  of  the  en¬ 
trenchment  fuffiered  considerably,. 
Though  the. vigour  and  gallan¬ 
try  displayed  in  this  briffi  and  fuc- 
cefsful  adticn,  did  the  greatefi; 
honour  to  the  officers  and  troops 
that  were  engaged,  yet  it  produc- 
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ed  no  eftential  fervice.  The  can¬ 
non,  which  were  haftily  fpiked, 
were  foon  again  rendered  fit  for 
fervice ;  and  the  induftry  of  the 
enemy  was  fo  great,  that,  before 
dark,  the  whole  parallel  and  the 
batteries  feemed  nearly  completed. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  works  were 
jo  ruined,  and  the  batteries  fo  o- 
verpowered,  that  there  was  no  part 
of  the  whole  front  attacked,  in 
which  the  befieged  could  lbow  a 
lingle  gun  ;  and  their  fhells,  which 
were  the  lad  lource  of  defence, 
were  nearly  expended. 

In  thele  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances,  Lord  Cornwallis  had  no 
other  choice  left  but  to  prepare  for 
a  furrender  on  the  following  day, 
or  to  endeavour  to  efcape  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  troops.  He 
determined  upon  attempting  the 
latter,  under  the  consideration, 
that  though  it  fhouid  prove  unfuc- 
ceisful  in  its  immediate  object,  it 
might  at  lead  delay  the  enemy  in 
the  profecution  of  farther  enter- 
prizes.  The  adverfe  current  of 
fortune  gave  a  contrary  effedt  to  a 
defign  well  calculated  to  delay  the 
fate  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  army. 

Boats  were  prepared,  under  other 
pretexts,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  troops  at  ten  at  night, 
in  order  to  pafs  them  over  toGiou- 
ceder  Point.  7  he  arrangements 
were  made  with  the  utmoft  fecre- 
cy  ;  and  the  intention  was,  to  a- 
bandon  the  baggage,  and  to  leave 
a  detachment  behind,  in  order  to 
capitulate  for  the  town’s  people, 
and  for  the  fick  and  wounded  j 
Lord  Cornwallis  having  already 
prepared  a  letter  upon  the  fubject, 
which  was  to  be  delivered  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Wafhington  upon  his  de¬ 
parture. 

The  firft  embarkation,  condol¬ 


ing  of  the  light  infantry,  the 
guards,  and  a  part  of  the  2  d  re¬ 
giment  had  arrived  at  Glcuceder 
Point,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  were  already  landed,  when, 
at  that  critical  moment  of  hope, 
apprehenfion,  and  danger,  fortune 
proved  adverfe,  and  the  weather, 
which  was  then  moderate  and 
calm,  infbintly  changed  to  a  moil 
violent  {form  of  wind  and  rain. 
The  boats,  with  the  remaining 
troops  were  all  driven  down  the 
river,  and  the  defign  of  pafiing  was 
not  only  entirely  fruftrated,  but 
the  abferce  of  the  boats  rendered 
it  impoffible  to  bring  back  the 
troops  from  Gloucefter.  Thus 
weakened  and  divided,  the  army, 
by  this  untoward  accident,  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  ft  ate  of  the  moft  immi¬ 
nent  danger. 

To  increafe  the  anxiety  and 
peril  of  this  ftate  of  things,  the 
enemies  batteries  ,  were  opened, 
with  great  force  and  effect,  at  day¬ 
break  ;  and  the  paftage  at  Glou¬ 
cester  point  was  now  much  expofed 
to  their  fire.  The  boats,  how¬ 
ever,  happily  returned ;  and  the 
troops  were  brought  back  without 
much  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
forenoon. 

But  things  were  new  drawing  to 
that  crifis,  which  could  no  longer 
be  averted.  The  works  were  every 
where  finking  under  the  weight  of 
the  enemy’s  artillery  3  and  Lord 
Cornwallis  himfelf  could  not  but 
concur  in  opinion,  with  the  engi¬ 
neer  and  principal  officers,  that 
they  were  already  afl'ailable  in 
many  places,  and  that  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  fire,  only  for  a 
few  hours  longer,  would  reduce 
them  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  it 
would  then  become  defperate  to 
attempt  their  defence,  While 
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they  were  expo  fed  to  fo  heavy  a 
fire  from  the  enemy,  they  could 
not  return  a  turn,  and  only  about 

O'  J 

100  cohorn  fhells  remained.  The 
troops  were  not  only  diminiihed 
by  lofs  and  by  ficknefs,  but  the 
flrength  and  fpirits  of  thofe  in  the 
works  were  exhauiled  and  worn 
down  by  conftant  watching,  and 
unremitting  fatigue.  And  while 
they  were  to  be  attacked  and  over¬ 
borne  on  all  tides  by  land,  the 
French  fhips,  in  the  mouth  of 
York  River,  feemed  prepared  to 
fecond  and  complete  the  general 
ftorm,  by  water. 

In  fuch  circuniftanccs  it  would 
have  been  cruelty  in  the  extreme 
to  have  facriliced  fuch  gallant,  and 
in  every  refpedt  deferving  troops, 
to  a  point  of  honour,  which  the 
improved  irate  of  civilisation  has 
wifely  exploded,  that  of  handing 
an  a  {fault,  which  could  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  but  prove  fuccefs- 
ful.  Lord  Cornwallis  accordingly 
wrote  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  on  the  fame  day,  the  17th 
propofing  a  ceffation  of  arms  for 
24  hours,  and  that  commiffioners 
might  be  appointed  on  both  iides 
for  fettling  the  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion. 

The  pods  of  York  and  Glou- 
cefter  were  furrendered  on  the  1 9th 
of  October.  The  troops,  with 
the  fame  honours  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles- 
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Town,  were  of  necefiity  obliged 
to  become  prifoners  of  war.  They 
were  compofed  of  Britifh  and 
German  regiments,  the  light  in¬ 
fantry,  detachments  from  the 
guards,  and  Tarleton’s  cavalry. 
They  amounted  to  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand  men  $  but  fuch 
was  the  number  of  fick  and  wound¬ 
ed,  that  there  were  only  3,800 


qf  all  forts,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  in  both  polls,  on  the  day  of 
furrender.  Fifteen  hundred  fea- 
men  underwent  the  fate  of  the 
garrifon.  The  officers  and  foldiers 
retained  their  baggage  and  effects  ; 
but  all  property  taken  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  if  vifible,  was  liable  to  be 
reclaimed.  The  Guadaloupe  fri¬ 
gate  of  24  guns  with  a  number  of 
tranfports,  were  furrendered  to 
the  conquerors  -3  and  about  20 
tranfports  had  been  funk  or  burnt 
during  the  fiege.  they  obtained 
a  numerous  artillery  of  various 
forts,  but  not  of  weight  fufficient 
for  their  late  purpofe  of  defence 
in  a  fiege, 

Lord  Cornwallis  ftrove  in  vai# 
to  obtain  better  conditions  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  that  the  Britifh  and  Ger¬ 
man  troops  might  be  returned  to 
their  refpeftive  countries,  as  pri¬ 
foners  cn  parole,  on  condition  of 
not  ferving  againft  France  or 
America  until  they  were  exchang¬ 
ed.  Some  favourable  conditions 
which  he  wiflied  to  obtain  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
Town,  and  other  Americans,  who 
were  under  the  proteftion,  as  they 
had  fihtared  the  fortune,  of  the 
Britifh  army,  were  likewife  re- 
fufed,  upon  the  footing  of  their 
being  civil  matters,  which  did  not 
come  within  the  authority  of  the 
military  commanders.  To  extri¬ 
cate  thofe  Americans  who  would 
have  been  expofed  to  imminent 
danger,  he,  however,  made  it  a 
condition,  that  the  Bonetta  {loop, 
which  was  to  convey  his  diTpatches 
to  New  York,  fhould  pafs  without 
fearch  or  examination,  he  being 
only  anfwerable  that  the  number 
of  perfons  die  conveyed  fhould  be 
accounted  for  as  prifoners  of  war 
upon  exchange.  With  a  retro- 
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fpeCtive  eye  to  the  breach  of  con¬ 
ditions  which  the  late  convention 
army  had  lo  forely  experienced, 
Loid  Cornwallis  took  care  to  have 
it  ftipulated,  that  no  article  of  the 
prefent  capitulation  fihould  be  vio¬ 
la  ed,  under  any  pretence  of  mak¬ 
ing  reprifals. 

'The  general  himfelf,  with  all 
civil  and  military  officers,  except¬ 
ing  thofe  of  the  latter  who  were 
neeeifarily  left  behind  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  government  of  thefol- 
diers,  were  at  liberty  to  go  upon 
p  role,  either  to  England  or  New- 
York  ;  and  the  troops,  divided  as 
much  as  poffible  into  regiments, 
were  to  be  retained  within  the 
three  governments  of  Virginia, 
Fenfylvania,  or  Maryland,  Lord 
Cornwallis  obferves,  in  his  public 
letter,  that  the  treatment  which 
he  and  the  army  had  received  in 
general  from  the  enemy  fince  the 
furrender,  had  been  perfectly  good 
and  proper  •  but  he  fpeaks  in 
warm  terms  of  the  kindnefs  and 
attention  ihewn  to  them  by  the  , 
French  officers  in  particular; 
“  their  delicate  fendbility,”  he 
fays,  u  of  our  fituation,  their 
“  generous  and  preffing  offers  of 
“  money,  both  public  and  pri- 
“  vate,  to  any  amount,  has  really 
“  gone  beyond  what  I  can  poffibly 
“  defcribe,  and  will,  I  hope, 
“  make  an  impreliion  on  the 
<(  bread:  of  every  Britifh  officer, 
“  whenever  the  fortune  of  war 
“  ihould  put  any  of  them  into  our 
“  power. 

Such  aCtions  and  conduct  cad 
abroad  a  pleafing  diode,  which 
ferves  to  foften  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  to  hide  and  alleviate  its  cala¬ 
mities. 

The  land  forces  become  prifo- 
ners  to  America  ;  but  the  feamen, 


with  the  fhips  and  furniture,  were 
affigned  to  M.  de  Grade,  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  to,  and  return  for,  the 
French  naval  power  and  affidance. 
It  was  remarkable,  that  the  com- 
miffioner  appointed  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  fettle  the  terms,  and  wno 
himfelf  drew  up  the  articles  of  a 
capitulation,  by  which  a  Britiih 
army  become  prifoners  to  his 
country,  was  Cel.  Laurens,  fon 
of  that  Mr.  Laurens,  late  prefi- 
dent  of  the  Congrefs,  who  was 
then,  and  had  been  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  The  Vi -count 
de  Noaiiles  was  the  commiffioner 
appointed  on  the  fide  of  France, 
to  aCt  in  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Laurens. 

Such  was  the  very  hard  fate  of 
the  remains  of  that  conquering 
and  gallant  army,  which  had  been 
fo  highly  didinguifhed  in  the 
fouihern  war  !  We  flvall  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  diare  which  their 
noble  commander  bore  in  the  com¬ 
mon  misfortune,  as  he  lives  in  an 
age  which  knows  how  to  didin- 
guifli  the  want  of  fuccefs  from  the 
want  of  merit.  Neither  himfelf 
nor  his  army  forfeited  any  part  of 
their  former  character.  T  heir  po¬ 
ll  lion  was  in  many  refpeCts  a  very- 
bad  one,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  io  in  any  date  of  fortifi¬ 
cation  ;  but  in  its  prefent,  it  was 
no  more  than  an  entrenched  camp 
and  fubjeCt  to  be  enfiladed  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  ;  while  their  new  half- 
formed  works,  were  much  lefs 
capable  of  withdanding  the  pow¬ 
erful  artillery  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  would  theimelves  of  oppofing 
their  vad  fuperiority  of  force  in 
the  open  field.  It  was  pitched 
upon  in  one  of  thofe  unfavourab'e 
conjunctures  which  allow  of  no 

[/  ]  4  sood 


1 36]  ANNUAL  RE 

/ 

good  expedient,  and  where  incon¬ 
veniences  muft  be  balanced  rather 
than  advantages  fought.  The 
troops  made  the  bed  amends  for 
the  difficulties  of  their  fituation, 
by  the  patience  with  which  they 
endured  an  unremitting  duty  and 
the  greatel't  fatigues,  as  well  as 
by  the  hrmnefs  and  intrepidity 
with  which  they  flood  a  fire  of 
iliot  and  fhells,  which  has  feldom 
been  exceeded  in  magnitude.  The 
French  expended  16000  fhot  and 
fhells  in  the  fiege,  3000  of  the 
latter  being  of  the  firft  dimenfions  ; 
and  the  fire  of  the  Americans  was 
not  lefs. 

The  Britifli  Beet  and  army  arriv¬ 
ed  off  the  Chefapeak  on  the  24th 
of  Oftober,  being  five  days  after 
the  fur  render  of  York-Town. 
They  foon  received  the  unwelcome 
tidings  •  but  as  they  were  only 
reports,  they  waited  home  days, 
until  the  misfortune  was  fully  au¬ 
thenticated.  The  French  fleet, 
fatisfied  with  their  prefent  fuccefs, 
made  no  manner  of  movement ; 
and  the  only  objedl  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  being  now  loft,  the  Britifli 
commanders  neceifarily  returned  to 
New  York. 
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Such  was  the  ifliie  of  the  Virgi¬ 
nian  war  The  lofs  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  army  was  too  heavy 
a  blow  to  be  foon  or  eafily  reco¬ 
vered,  It  was  evident,  that  it 
muft  entirely  change  the  nature  of 
the  war  on  the  fide  of  Great  Bri¬ 
ttain  ;  and  that  it  could  no  longer 
be  carried  on  extenfively  by  land, 
at  lead  to  any  confid  Table  extent. 
Indeed  the  furrender  at  York- 
Town  may  be  conftdered  as  the 
doling  feene  of  the  whole  conti¬ 
nental  war  in  America.  There 
are  few  periods  in  hiftory  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  rouzing  attention  and 
exciting  reflections ;  whether  we 
confider  the  original  policy,  and 
the  difeuflions  which  enfued  ;  its 
various  events,  and  fudden  chan¬ 
ges  of  fortune ;  on  one  fide  the 
magnitude  of  the  preparations,  and 
diftance  of  operation  from  the 
feat  of  power,  and  on  the  other, 
the  difficulties,  pertinacy,  and 
final  fuccefs  of  the  refiftance ;  or 
whether  we  confider  the  effect  this 
revolution  may  in  future  operate 
on  the  political  ftate  of  the  whole 
human  race,  we  fliall  in  every  re- 
fpeft  find  it  extraordinary.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  a  new  feene  is  opened. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


Sta'e  of  affairs  during  the  recefs.  Conf  luences  of  the  riots  in  London. 
Caufes  which  led  to  the  dijfolution  of  parliament.  Reflations  of  the 
Tcrhfhire  committee ,  and  of  other  affociated  ladies.  Delegates  appointed 
to  attend  in  London.  General  elettion.  Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens ,  and 
his  committal  to  the  Tower.  EJfeft  produced  by  his  papers  in  percipitating 
the  war  with  Holland.  Sir  Jofepb  York  withdraws  from  the  Hacue. 
Manifefo.  New  lords  created.  Ear  l  of  Car  life  appointed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland.  Meeting  of  pay  Lament.  Debates  on  the  choice  of 
a  fpeaker.  Mr .  Cornewall  chofen.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrejfes. 
Amendments  propofed ,  and  rejected,  in  both  boufes.  Grant  of  fearnen. 
Note  of  thanks  to  the  lafe  fpeaker — To  the  Brit  if  generals  and  admiral 
in  An. erica.  Debate  on  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Puffer  to  the  go* 
vernment  of  Greenwhich  hofpital.  Recefs. 


IT  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  the  riots  in  the  year  1780, 
which  tended  to  the  direct  fubver- 
lion  of  all  order  and  government, 
fliould  h  ave  been  the  means  of  af¬ 
fording  a  ftrength  to  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  few  other  events  could 
at  that  time  have  produced.  The 
fc'enes  of  enormity  exhibited  by 
thofe  frantic  rioters  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  ftruck  all  men  with  horror, 
and  (by  a  natural,  though  a  mifta- 
ken  effect)  infpired  a  general 
dread  of  all  popular  meetings, 
however  legal  or  peaceable.  Thefe 
difpofitions  reached  to  the  county 
meetings,  petitions,  and  affocia- 
tions,  and  confequently  to  all  ap¬ 
plications  for  redrefs  of  grievance, 
and  fchemes  for  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament. 

If  minifters  themfelves  were  not 
to  be  led  away  by  fuch  an  opening 
of  advantage,  their  retainers  and 
partizans  were  lefs  fcrupulcus  jn 
their  zeal,  and  too  much  alive  to 
their  own  interefts  to  flip  the  oc- 
Cafion.  No  means  were  unprac- 
tifed  to  increafe  the  impreftions  of 


terror,  which  were  already  fufft- 
ciently  operative.  The  fuccefs 
was  equal  to  the  induftry.  They 
found  the  rich,  the  timid,  and  the 
indolent,  already  of  their  party  ; 
and  moderate  men,  who  are  natu¬ 
rally  lovers  of  order,  while  they 
could  not  but  approve  of  whatever 
tended  to  the  prefervation  of  good 
government,  did  not-  always  draw 
a  proper  line  of  diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  the  mad  outrages  of  fana¬ 
tics,  and  the  fober  conventions  of 
freemen,  upon  their  moll  import¬ 
ant  and  deareft  interefts. 

As  the  violence  of  party  feldom. 
admits  of  any  great  nicenefs  in  the 
means  of  obtaining  its  purpofes, 
lo  truth,  and  fairnefs  of  reprefen¬ 
tation,  were  not  much  attended 
to,  in.  the  unceaimg  efforts  ufed 
to  profit  of  the  prefent  occafion. 
It  was  whifpered,  and  induftrioufiy 
circulated,  that  the  oppofition 
were  the  fecret  authors  of  the  late 
riots ;  that  they  were  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  fettled  fcheme  for  the 
Utter  fubverfion  of  theftate;  that 
perfons  of  rank  and  condition 
were  difguifed  among  the  mob, 

and 
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and  were  their  real  leaders ;  that 
the  trials  of  the  rioters  would  bring 
out  the  moil  alarming  and  ado¬ 
rn  thing  difcoveries  $  and  that 
French  gold,  American  politics, 
and  republican  principles,  would 
be  found  at  the  botom  of  the  whole 
bufmefs .  A  language  not  very 
remote  from  fome  part  of  this, 
was  faid  to  be  held  from  fome  of 
the  feats  of  juffice. 

Incredible  and  impodible  as  thefe 
tales  were,  and  whatever  imputa¬ 
tion  it  may  bring  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral  (lock  of  good  fen fe  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  certain  it  is  that  they  were 
not.  unfuccefsfully  propagated.  The 
affurance  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
eredul  ity  on  the  other  were  fo  ftron g 
that  the  report  of  a  nobleman  of 
one  of  t|ie  firft  and  moft  ancient  fa¬ 
milies  in  the  kingdom,  being  kill¬ 
ed  among  the  rioters  on  Black- 
Friars  bridge,  and  of  his  body  be¬ 
ing  immediately  thrown  over  into 
the  Thames  to  prevent  difcovery, 
was  not  only  for  feveral  months 
very  generally  credited,  but  the 
appearance  of  his  name  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  public  trani actions 
in  his  country,  was  not  able  to  cure 
the  delufion  ;  and  that  perfons  far 
above  the  common  rank,  in  Lon¬ 
don,  were  fo  confirmed  in  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  with  ailonifli- 
ment  they  beheld  him  in  the  houfe 
of  peers  in  the  following  winter. 

The  wretched  timidity  and  im¬ 
becility  of  the  magidracy  in  the 
metropolis,  together  with  that 
apparent  weaknefs  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  which,  in  part  proceeding 
from  that  defeat,  and  in  part  from 
that  unprepared  condition  inci¬ 
dent'  to  long  quiet  and  fecurity, 
had  laid  them  open  to  the  violence 
of  a  contemptible  rabble,  were 
topics  which  were  applied  with 


great  fuccefs,  to  ihew  the  ineffi* 
caoy,  in  all  cafes,  of  the  civil 
authority  in  affording  protection, 
and  the  necefiity  of  military 
force  for  preferving  order  and  good 
government.  This  dodtrine  went 
like  wife  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  authority,  with  which,  under 
colour  of  the  riots,  the  military 
power,  throughout  the  kingdom, 
had  been  endued,  of  acting  imme¬ 
diately  from  its  own  motion,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  civil  magiftrate. 

By  all  thefe  means,  operating 
together  upon  the  paffions  of  the 
people,  the  dread  of  mobs,  riots, 
and  the  excefles  unto  which  popu¬ 
lar  meetings  are  apt  to  lead,  teem¬ 
ed  to  have  abforbed  all  the  other 
difeontents  of  the  nation,  which 
became  as  it  were  extinct  and  for¬ 
gotten.  The  invincible  jealoufy 
of  military  power,  which  had  fo 
long  characterized  this  country, 
grew  familiarized  to  the  afpect  of 
camps  and  garrifons,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  gave  way  to  impreffions, 
which,  if  they  had  been  lading, 
threatened  the  word  confequences 
to  liberty.  Any  government,  the 
word  that  could  be,  was  thought 
preferable  to  a  date  of  anarchy  ; 
and  the  hariheft  defpotifm  did  not 
prefent  to  the  imagination  evils  fo 
immediately  dreadful,  as  the  fury 
of  an  enraged  rabble. 

Befides  the  effect  of  their  real 
apprehenfions,  fo  many  objedts  of 
novelty,  aftonifhment,  and  horror, 
ferved  entirely  to  fill  up  the  ima¬ 
gination,  and  to  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  people  away  from  all 
other  public  concerns.  And  even 
when  this  effedt  was  in  fome  degree 
worn  away,  the  minds  of  men 
were  dill  agitated,  and  their  at¬ 
tention  drongly  drawn,  by  the  fuc- 
ceeding  trials  and  impending  fate 
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of  the  rioters;  whilft  the  delays 
incident  to  the  laws  of  high  trea- 
fon,  prolonged  the  fufpence  with 
refpeCt  to  their  chief  into  the  courfe 
of  the  following  year. 

Thus  it  happened,  contrary  to 
all  expectation,  that  the  caufe  of 
adminift  ration  was  drengthened, 
by  one  of  the  molt  dilgraceful  tu¬ 
mults  which  has  been  known  in 
this  kingdom  ;  and  which,  from 
contemptible  and  negleCted  begin¬ 
nings,  came  to  threaten  the  capi¬ 
tal  city,  and  the  nation  itfelf,  with 
ruin. 

Fortune  is  fuppofed  to  be  fel- 
dom  tingle  in  her  benefits,  any 
more  than  in  her  injuries.  The 
news  of  the  taking  of  Charles- 
Town  which  arrived  juft  at  the 
heel  of  the  riots,  ferved,  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  to  erafe  the 
memory  of  all  pad  dif appointments 
in  the  war,  and  to  revive  all  the 
fanguine  hopes  of  the  fpeedy  fub- 
jugalion  of  the  colonies.  This 
flattering  gleam  of  fuccefs  recalled 
many  back  to  the  American  fyf- 
tem,  which  they  had  only  aban¬ 
doned  from  its  apparent  hopeleff- 
aefs,  and  from  feeling  the  lofs  of 
which  it  was  productive.  Succefs 
muff  in  all  cafes  drengthen  govern¬ 
ment;  and  will  recover  or  afford 
popularity  to  any  meafures,  Num¬ 
bers  who  originally  difliked  the 
war,  and  who  condemned  the 
meafures  and  principles  which  led 
to  it,  were,  however,  well  enough 
contented,  when  they  faw,  cr 
thought,  that  it  was  , like  to  end 
profperoufly. 

Thus,  after  the  dronged  appear¬ 
ances  on  every  fide  of  an  approach¬ 
ing  and  heavy  temped,  the  fk.y 
was  fuddenly  cleared,  and  every 
thing  went  imoothly  and  profpe¬ 
roufly  with  adminift  ration*  '1  he 
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influence  and  authority  of  the 
crown,  were  more  fpread  and  bet¬ 
ter  fixed  than  they  had  been  for 
fome  time  ;  and  the  oppofition  lod 
its  popularity  in  the.  fame  pro¬ 
portion. 

This  date  of  things  extended 
the  views  of  the  mi  aiders  to  a 
meafure,  which,  though  much 
wifhed  by  them,  they  probably 
would  not  other  wife  have  ventured 
upon.  The  late  refolutions  of  tha 
commons  could  not  be  forgotten. 
The  drange  and  unexpected  turns 
which  things  had  taken  in  the 
preceeding  ieflion,  could  not  but 
weaken  the  confidence  of  miniders 
in  the  preient  parliament.  They 
might  be  feized  in  another  feflion, 
particularly  fo  near  the  term  of 
their  natural  diffolution,  with 
other  fits  and  other  darts,  dill 
more  unexpected  and  alarming 
than  thofe  of  the  preceding  feflion. 

There  was  every  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pect,  that  in  the  prefent  date  of 
things,  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
people,  the  elections  would  go 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  court.  A 
diffolution  was  accordingly  deter¬ 
mined  upon  ;  but  the  defign  was 
kept  concealed  in  the  mod  pro¬ 
found  fecrecy.  The  court  and  fa¬ 
vourite  members,  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  old  intereds,  or  the 
edabliflhment  of  a  new,  feemed  only 
to  look  towards  the  general  elec¬ 
tion,  which  mud  of  neceflity  take 
place  at  the  limited  term.  The 
oppofition,  who  had  no  Ireafury 
to  fupport  their  expences,  were  to 
rely  on  the  merits  of  their  pad 
cc-nduCt  with  their  condituents, 
and  deemed  it  prudent  to  referve 
their  force,  to  the  near  approach, 
of  the  feafon  of  conted.  A  great 
number  of  them  were  likewife  en¬ 
gaged  on  duty  in  the  fervice  of 
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their  country,  along  with  their 
refpe&ive  regiments  of  militia  ; 
and  were  generally,  a^d,  as  it 
was  afterwards  _  laid,  deflgnedly, 
ftationed  at  a  great  diftance  from 
their  conftituents  and  local  in- 
terefts. 

Many  perfons,  however,  deeply 
lamented,  and  obferved  with  great 
appr ehenflon,  the  means  derived 
from  the  late  riots,  of  throwing 
the  civil  authority  of  the  nation 
into  difrepute,  ai  d  of  fpreading 
an  opinion;  that  the  military  power 
was  neceffary  to  thefupport  of  the 
laws  and  government,  and  to  the 
do melfic  fecurity  of  the  people. 
To  obviate  this  effeft,  affociations 
were  formed  in  the  metropolis, 
and  elfewhere ;  the  inhabitants 
purchafing  arms,  and  acquiring 
fuch  a  degree  ol  knowledge  in 
their  exercife  and  ufe,  as  would  be 
neceffary  for  the  future  preferva- 
tion  ol  the  public  peace,  and  for 
Tendering  'all  intervention  of  the 
army  unneceffary,  This  fpirit 
Spread  confiderably  ;  and  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  providing  arms,  and  being 
at  all  times  ready  to  fuppprt  the 
civil  authority,  was  held  out  as  ail 
abt  of  conftitutional  duty  and 
ueceffity. 

Nor  did  the  petitoning  coun¬ 
ties  entirely  fink  under  the  prefent 
torrent  of  public  opinion,  nor  re¬ 
sign  themfelves  to  the  impreffions 
oi  apprehenfion  and  terror  which 
now  prevailed. 

Ann-  -7  A  numerous  meeting 

fT  *  °/  t^ie  Yorkffiire  com¬ 
mittee  oi  affociation, 
compofed  of  fome  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  that  great  county, 
came  to  fevera]  very  spirited  refo- 
lutions  on  this  Subject To  ex¬ 
culpate  themfelves  and  their  de- 
ugns  from  any  the  lead  intention 


or  tendency  to  produce  diforder 
and  confufion ;  and  to  treat  all 
inhumations  to  the  contrary,  from 
whatever  quarter  they  might  have 
been  derived,  as  defamatory  fug- 
geftions,  contrived  to  deter  the 
affbciated  bodies  from  the  profe- 
cution  of  their  juft  and  necefiary 
plan  of  public  reformation:  —  7"o 
affert,  that  the  ufe  of  arms  for  the 
prefervation  of  order  and  public 
peace,  was  not  only  a  right  in  eve¬ 
ry  citizen,  but  a  duty  impof'ed 
upon  them  by  the  exprefs  letter  of 
the  lav/  To  condemn  the  orders 
rafhly  ifthed  in  London  for  ci Harm¬ 
ing  the  inhabitants,  as  unconfti- 
tutional  and  illegal  :  —  To  enter  a 
kind  of  proteftation  a  gain  lb  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  military  in  the 
fupprefiion  of  riots,  not  under  the 
direction  of  the  civil  magdftrate, 
but  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  -And,  that  how¬ 
ever  the  order  for  the  difcretion- 
ary  interference  of  the  military  in 
the  fupprefiion  of  the  late  riots  in 
the  metropolis,  might  have  been 
unavoidable,  through  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  danger,  and  the  inti¬ 
midation  or  the  magiftracy  •  yet 
the  extenfion  of  fimilar  orders  to 
the  army  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  where  no  fuch  danger 
exifted  and  where  no  reluctance 
in  the  magiftracy  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duty  appeared  or 
was  iufpected,  could  not  be  de¬ 
fended. 

The  county  of  Middlefex,  fome 
time  after  adopted,  verbatim,  the 
refolutions  of  the  county  of  York  5 
and  they  were  likewife  adopted  by 
tne  city  ot  London/excepting  only 
that,  which  conveyed  a  reflection, 
on  her  own  magiftracy.  They 
were  in  time  more  or  lefs  adopt¬ 
ed,  or  fimilar  ones  propofed,  by 

other 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [141 


ether  public  bodies.  But  the 
county  of  Huntingdon  went  far¬ 
ther  than  any  other.  In  the  firft 
place  they  inftrufted  their  repre- 
fentatives  to  make  an  enquiry  in 
parliament,  by  whofe  advice  the 
orders  iffued  to  the  military  in  the 
metropolis,  had  been  extended  to 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
fo  long  continued,  contrary  to  the 
common  courfe  of  law  ?  and  that 
they  fhould  take  fuch  Heps,  as 
were  bell  fuited  to  prevent  fuch 
unconftitutional  and  dangerous  or¬ 
ders  from  being  iffued  in  future. 
The  next  refolution  was  expreffed 

in  the  following  words - That 

“  it  be  recommended  to  every 
“  houfe-keeper  to  have  proper 
“  arms,  fuch  as  mulket  and  bay- 
“  onet,  and  to  be  ready  and  ex- 
“  pert  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  to  be 
“  prepared  againft  all  emergen- 
**  cies  that  may  arife  from  any 
“  attack  of  our  many  furrounding 
4t  enemies,  or  any  invafton  of  our 
“  rights  and  liberties.” 

As  the  late  impreflions  produced 
by  the  riots,  were  by  degrees  weak¬ 
ened,  and  gave  place  to  a  jealoufy 
of  the  diferetionary  power  in  the 
army,  of  adding  independently  of 
the  civil  authority,  it  became  a 
fubjeCt  of  murmur  and  complaint  ; 
and  in  that  Hate  of  temper,  feveral 
of  the  affociations  which  had  been 
armed  and  formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  affifting  the  civil  magiidrate  in 
the  prefervation  of  peace  and  or¬ 
der,  received  applaufe  and  thanks 
from  different  public  bodies 

The  attention  to  other  national 
concerns  revived  along  with  this 
iealoufy.  Yorkshire  appointed 
three  delegates  to  attend  in  Lon¬ 
don  during  the  enfuing  feffion 
in  order  to  communicate  with 
fcjaofe  q[  other  counties  and  corpo¬ 


rations,  and  by  mutual  aid  and  ad¬ 
vice,  to  give  iupport  and  efficacy 
to  their  petitions.  Much  com¬ 
plaint  and  cenfure  was  thrown  out 
by  feveral  of  thefe  bodies  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  laft  feliion.  'I  he  Devon- 
fhire  committee,  exprefling  them- 
felves  in  rather  llronyer  terms  than 
forne  others,  fay,  that  they  find 
themielves  under  a  necefhty  of  de¬ 
claring,  that  nothing  had  hitherto 
been  done  by  parliament  towards 
effecting  the  ends  required  by  the 
petitions,  notwithftanding  that  the 
refolutions  of  the  commpns  them- 
felves  acknowledged  the  juftnefs 
of  the  prayers  ofthofe  petitions. 
Yet,  fay  they,  initead  of  proceed¬ 
ing  to  that  reform,  the  very  in¬ 
fluence  complained  of  was  exerted, 
either  to  rejeCt  in  the  fir  ft  inftance. 
or  to  baffle  in  its  progrefs,  every 
propofition  that  was  offered  to  the 
corifideration  of  parliament,  for 
effecting  the  ends  propofed.  Si¬ 
milar  obfervations  were  made  by 
other  committees. 

Several  of  the  affociated  or  pe¬ 
titioning  bodies,  after  great  ap¬ 
plaufe  to  Mr.  Burke  and  other 
gentlemen,  for  their  attempts  in 
the  late  feliion,  and  a  declaration 
that  they  could  not  hope  for  any 
effectual  red  refs,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  grofs  abufes  in  the  railing  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
from  the  endeavours  of  the  com- 
miftioners  of  accounts,  requefted 
him  to  bring  forward,  his  bill  of 
reform  in  the  enfuing  feflion  of 
parliament. 

The  proclamation  for 
diffolving  the  parliament  o 
operated  like  a  thunder  ' 
clap,  with  refpeCt  to  fuddennefs 
and  fur  prize,  on  thofe  who  were 
not  in  the  fecret.  A  new  proro¬ 
gation 
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gation  had  taken  place  Within  a 
lew  days,  which  ferved  to  render 
the  ftroke  ftill  more  unn  expected. 
The  ftiortnefs  of  the  time  allotted 
for  the  elections,  increafed  the 
difficulties  and  difadvantages  to 
thofe  who  were  at  a  diftance  from 
their  boroughs  or  interefts,  and 
v/ho  had  taken  no  previous  mea¬ 
sures  of  feenrity.  From  thefe, 
and  from  the  other  canfes  which 
we  have  mentioned,  the  elections 
went  much  in  favour  of  the  court, 
and  feveral  of  the  moft  popular 
members,  whofe  public  conduct 
feemed  to  receive  the  general  ap¬ 
probation  oftheirconftituents,  were 
jiotwithftanding  thrown  out  of  their 
feats.  Mr.  Fox,  however,  carried 
Fis  election  for  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter  by  a  great  majority  again  if  the 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  Supported 
by  the  whole  weight  and  power  of 
the  court.  Admiral  Keppel,  v/ho 
was  thrown  out  of  his  old  feat  at 
Windfor,  by  that  weight  and  in¬ 
fluence,  was  brought  in  by  the 
public  fpirit  of  the  electors  for 
the  county  of  Surrey,  where  he  had 
little  local  intereft  or  connection, 
compared  with  thofe  of  the  other 
candidate. 

1 13  new  men  obtained  feats  in 
parliament.  The  poverty  of  the 
times,  operating  along  with  the 
general  hopeleffnefs  v/hich  now 
prevailed,  that  any  oppofition  in 
parliament  would  be  capable  of 
producing  a  beneficial  alter- 
tion  in  the  conduct  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  hhd  both  together  fo  power¬ 
ful  an  effect,  that  candidates 
were  not  to  be  found,  who 
Would  fupport  the  ufual  expenfive 
contefts  of  the  counties.  No  ge¬ 
neral  election,  perhaps  for  a  cen¬ 
tury,  produced  fo  little  expence  in 
that  refpeCL  Several  members  of 


the  late  parliament,  who,  aftW 
they  did  not  take  the  trouble  of 
declaring  their  fentirtients  to  the 
public,  were  tired  of  a  conftanf 
fruitlefs  attendance  and  appor¬ 
tion,  either  determined  to  retire 
entirely  fr6m  public  bufinefs,  or 
grew  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
event  of  their  elections.  The  ge¬ 
neral  venality  which  now  appear¬ 
ed  among  the  electors,  and'  that 
contempt  of  their  own  declarations 
and  refolutions,  as  well  as  of  all 
paft  faithful  fervice,  which  it  pro¬ 
duced,  could  not  fail  highly  to 
difguft  many,  and  to  render  them 
ftill  more  hopelefs  of  public  af 
fairs.  They  peeviihly  faid,  that 
whatever  final  1  degree  of  'public 
fpirit  and  virtue  ftill  remained 
among  the  people  was  entirely 
evaporated  in  words  •  and  when 
ever  the  touchftone  v/as  applied, 
their  venality  would  not  only  ap¬ 
pear  predominant,  but  would 
prove  to  be  their  only  principle. 

It  does  not  frequently  happen, 
that  the  incidents  which  befal  in¬ 
dividuals,  ibould  produce  any 
great  effect  upon  the  political 
conduct  or  fttuation  of  ftates,  and 
ftill  lefs  upon  the  general  ftate  of 
public  affairs:  The  capture  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  late  preftdent  of  the 
Congrefs,  on  his  paffage  from 
America,  was  however  one  of  thofe 
lingular  inftances,  in  which  the 
political  fttuation  of  no  fmall  part 
of  Europe  feemed  conftderably  af¬ 
fected  by  the  fortune  of  a  Angle 
man.  It  was  the  occafion,  if  not 
the  caufe,  of  the  precipitate  rup¬ 
ture  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  and  of  that  friendilffp 
and  alliance  which  had  for  fo 
many  years  bound  together  thofe 
neighbouring  maritime  and  Pro- 
teft^it  powers.  That  which  had 
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been  confidered  as  the  feccnd  ma¬ 
ritime  power,  and  more  than 
once  boldly  fupported  her  claim 
to  the  empire  of  the  fea,  which 
had  fo  long  participated  in  the 
interefts  and  glory  of  England, 
was  now  added  to  a  combination, 
avowedly  formed  to  reduce,  if  not 
entirely  to  anihilate  her  naval 
power. 

Mr.  Laurens  being  bound  from 
Philadelphia,  in  a  Congrefs  pack¬ 
et,  on  an  embafty  to  Holland,  was 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  Sep¬ 
tember  on  the  banks  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  *by  the  Veftal  frigate,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Keppel.  The 
package  which  contained  his  pa- 
ers  had  been  thrown  overboard, 
ut  its  bulk  preventing  it  from 
fuddenly  finking,  it  was  faved  by 
the  boldnefs  and  dexterity  of  a 
Britifh  feaman,  and  molt  of  the 
papers  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  water. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  England, 
he  was  committed  as  a  ft  ate  pri- 
p  -,  i  loner,  and  upon  a. charge 
'  of  high  treafon,  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  under  a  war¬ 
rant  or  order  figned  by  the  three 
fecretaries  of  ftate.  He  is  faid, 
upon  his  examination  before  the 
minifters,  to  have  claimed  the 
privilege  of  his  fituation,  in  cau- 
tioufty  declining  to  anfwer  any 
queftions  whofe  tendency  he  could 
not  immediately  perceive,  fo  that 
little  other  information  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  him  than  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  name  and  of  his 
late  condition  as  preftdent  of  the 
Congrefs. 

But  this  defeat  was  abundantly 
fupplied  by  his  papers.  The  moil 
important,  however  of  thele,  and 
which  produced  the  fubfequent 
sffeft,  w^re  the  papers  relating  to 


an  eventual  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  America  and 
Holland,  which  had  been  in  agi¬ 
tation  for  more  than  two  years 
pad,  and  to  which  Mr,  Laurens 
was  furnifhed  with  power,  to  put 
the  finiftiing  hand.  Among  thefe 
was  a  draught  of  the  treaty,  which 
was,  however,  only  to  take  effect, 
when  the  independence  of  Ame¬ 
rica  fhould  be  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain,  or  confirmed  at  a 
peace.  The  negociators  on  the 
fide  of  Holland,  were  M.  Van 
Berkel,  penfionary  and  eounfellor 
to  the  city  of  Amflerdam,  an  of¬ 
fice  of  great  weight  and  power) 
with  other  members  of  the  regen¬ 
cy,  abided  by  fome  great  commer¬ 
cial  houfes  of  that  city.  It  does 
not  appear,  that  the  dates  gene¬ 
ral  were  at  all  confulted  upon, or 
concerned  in  the  tranfadion  ;  fo 
that  it  was  more  properly  a  provi- 
fional  treaty  with  the  dates  of  that 
city,  or  at  mod  with  the  province 
cf  Holland,  than  with  the  united 
provinces  at  large.  But  Amfter¬ 
dam  depended  upon  her  own  weight 
and  influence,  including  that  of 
the  province  in  which  die  bears  fo 
fupreme  a  fway,  together  with  the 
public  advantages  to  be  derived 
irom  the  treaty,  as  fully  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
its  ratification,  when  the  proper 
feafon  arrived  ;  and  it  feems  that 
the  Americans  confidered  this  fe- 
curity  as  fully  fufficient. 

We  have  formerly  iliewn,  that 
the  Dutch  in  general,  even  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  trou¬ 
bles,  much  difapproved  of  the 
harfh  meafures,  which  were  then 
in  contemplation  or  purfuit  with 
refpecl  to  America.  Many,  if  not 
mod  of  thefe,  were  at'  that  time 
well  alfcded  to  Great  Britain, 

and 
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and  lamented  upon  her  own  ac¬ 
count,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Pro- 
teilant  and  maritime  intereds  in 
general,  the  dangerous  tendency, 
as  they  held  it,  of  that  conduct 
which  the  had  now  adopted  ;  but 
they  likewife,  at  the  fame  time, 
felt  greatly  for  the  calamities 
which  were  falling,  or  likely  to 
fall  upon  the  Britilh  Americans; 
and  could  not:  but  deeply  fympa- 
thize  with  a  people,  whofe  fitua-- 
tion  bore  fo  near  a  refemblance  to 
what  once  had  been  their  own.  It 
was  much  more  upon  thefe  princi¬ 
ples,  than  upon  any  that  were  in¬ 
imical  to  Great  Britain,  that  the 
Scotch  regiments  were  refufed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  contefu. 

But  thefe  feelings  being  conti¬ 
nually  irritated  by  the  aggrava¬ 
tions  of  the  war,  what  at  firft 
feemed  to  be  only  a  friendly  con¬ 
cern  or  blame  for  doing-wrong, 
by  degrees  degenerated  into  a  fett¬ 
led  diflike;  and  thofe  under  its 
influence,  continually  fell  in  with 
and  drengthened  the  French  par¬ 
ty,  who  were  ading  upon  princi¬ 
ples  directly  opposite  to  thofe 
which  had  originally  operated 
with  themfelves.  Other  caufes 
concurred  in  the  fame  effed.  A 
harfh  remonftrance  from  the  court 
of  London,  v/hich  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  holding  a  domineering  and 
arbitrary  language,  unfitting  to  be 
offered  to  fovereign  and  independ¬ 
ent  dates,  inftead  of  intimidation, 
excited  nothing  but  refentment. 
Some  jealoufy  of  the  views  of  the 
ftadholder,  fomented  by  the  French 
faction,  had  for  fome  time  been 
gaining  great  ground  ;  and  it  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed  that  he  would  be 
fupported  in  thele  by  the  court  of 
London,  that  circumftance  ferved 


not  a  little  to  loofen  the  bonds  of 
union  between  both  nations. 

The  recent  circumdances  of  ex¬ 
amining  and  bringing  in  the  Dutch 
convoy  under  Count  By  land,  in 
the  begining  of  the  year,  and  the 
royal  proclamation  ilTued  in  Lon¬ 
don  on  the  17th  of  April,  in  cop- 
fequence  of  the  failure  of  the  dates 
general,  in  not  furnifhing  the  fuc- 
cours  dipulated  by  treaty  to  Great 
Britain,  are  frelh  in  every  memo¬ 
ry,  and  were  dated  in  our  lad  vo¬ 
lume. 

Thus  circumdances  of  irrita¬ 
tion  and  jealoufy,  were  continual¬ 
ly  accumulating  on  both  tides, 
until  the  prefent  event  brought 
things  to  their  ultimate  point  of 
decilion.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  im¬ 
mediately  prefled  the  bufinefs  in 
drong  memorials  to  the  dates  ge¬ 
neral,  and  after  dating  the  clan- 
dedine  correfpondence  which,  it 

X  ' 

now  appeared  from  Mr,  Laurens’s 
papers,  the  dates  of  Amderdam 
had  long  carried  on  with  the  Ame¬ 
rican  rebels,  and  the  indrudions 
and  powers,  which  they  had  given, 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with 
thofe  rebels,  although  they  were 
the  natural  fubjecls  of  a  fovereign 
to  whom  the  republic  was  joined 
by  the  drifted  ties  of  fiiendfihip, 
he  then  demanded,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  his  mader,  not  only  a 
formal  difavowal  of  fo  irregular  a 
conduct,  but  alio  infided  on  fpee- 
dy  fatisfadion,  adequate  to  the 
offences,  and  the  ounifhment  of 
the  Pendonary  Van  Berkel  and 
his  accomplices,  as  didurbers  of 
the  public  peace,  and  violaters  of 
the  rights  oi  Rations. 

An  immediate  anfwer  not  being 
given,  the  Britidi  ambaffador  con¬ 
tinued  to  prefs  the  matter  clofely 

in 
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feveral  conferences,  and  at  length 
in  a  fecond  memorial.  The  ftates 
general  then  inforfned  Sir  jofeph 
Yorke,  by  a  meftage,  that  his 
memorial  had  been  taken  ad  re¬ 
ferendum  by  the  deputies  of  the  re- 
ipeCtive  provinces,  according  to 
the  received  order  and  conftitution 
of  government ;  and  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  frame  an  an- 
fwer  to  it,  as  foon  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  would  admit. 
This  not  being  at  all  deemed  fa- 
tisfaCtory  by  the  court  of  London, 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  the  Haeue  ;  and 
that  ftep  was  followed,  before  the 

Dec  20th  clofe  of  the  year’ 

a  declaration  oi  hofti- 

lities  againft  Holland.  , 

Such  was  in  general  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs  previous  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  new  parliament.  No 
change  of  any  conference  had 
taken  place  in  adminiftration,  any 
more  than  in  the  ftate  of  the  par¬ 
ties  that  eompofed  the  oppofition. 
It  could  not  arife  from  an  appre-, 
henfton,  on  the  fide  of  the  court 
of  any  deficiency  of  ftrength  in  the 

Sept.  2otlT0ufe  °f  L°rds>  that 

1  lix  new  peers  were  now 

created  ;  and  muff  therefore  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  a  fenfe  of  merit,  and 
acknowledgement  of  'fervices. 
Thefe  were  Lord  Gage,  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  James  Brudenell,  Sir 
William  De  Grey,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Hon.  -  Charles  Fitzroy, 
and  Henry  Herbert,  Efq;  who 
were  all  created  Englifh  barons. 

O 

We  do  not  confider  the  granting 
ol  a  baronage,  with  an  extention 
to  the  female  line,  in  Earl  Tal¬ 
bot’s  family,  as  an  immediate  in- 
ereafe  of  peerage. - Some  fmall 

r\r\  ,  1  time  before  the  meet- 

Uu.  1  oth.  .  r  r  j 
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Carlifle  was  appointed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland;  and  Lord 
Grantham  fucceeded  him  at  the 
head  of  the  board  of  trade. 

The  firft  bufmefs  in  the  ^ 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  ne-^1 
ceftarily  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker  ; 
a  bufinefs  which  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  trial  of  ftrength  on 
both  fides,  and  to  the  minifters, 
not  only  of  gratifying  former  re- 
fentments,  but  of  fhewing  the 
danger,  in  certain  fttuations,  of 
incurring  their  difpleafure.  Our 
readers  will  recollect,  that  the 
fpeech  made  by  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
'ton,  as  fpeaker,  on  the  7th  of 
May,  1777,  upon  his  prefenting 
to  the  throne,  the  bills  for  the 
difeharge  of  the  civil  lift  debts, 
and  for  the  addition  of  ioo,oool.  a 
year  to  that  eftabliihment,  gave 
great  umbrage  at  the  time  to  the 
court  and  adminiftration  ;  and  that 
notwithftanding  the  fanCtion  of  an 
immediate  vote  of  approbation 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
matter  was  ftill  fo  heavily  refented, 
as  to  be  again  brought  forward, 
when  it  was  productive  of  long 
debates,  which  were  intermixed 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  warmth 
and  acrimony.  The  Houfe  of 
Commons,  however,  fupported 
their  fpeaker,  and  he  obtain,  d  a 
complete  triumph  upon  that  occa.~ 
lion. 

The  differences  which  broke  out 
between  the  fpeaker  and  the  mini-* 
fter  in  the  late  feffion,  are  within 
every  one’s  recollection,  and  are 
ftated  in  our  laft  volume.  In  the 
altercations  which  then  arofe,  the 
fpeaker  openly  aferibed  to  his  con¬ 
duct  on  the  former  occafion,  the 
caufes  of  his  prefent  complaints, 
and  of  that  negleCt  and  want  of 
confidence,  which  he  'had  eve* 
[K]  fwee 
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fince  experienced  from  the  mini- 
|try.  The  difcuflions  which  that 
buftnefs  produced,  any  more  than 
the  part  which  the  fpeaker  had 
taken  upon  fome  public  qucftions 
<pf  great  importance,  by  no  means 
tended  to  reconciliation . 

All  thefe  matters  were  in  full 
operation  againft  the  late  ipeaker, 
Sir  Eletcher  Norton,  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  new  parliament,  Ano¬ 
ther  fpeaker  was  accordingly  de¬ 
termined  upon,  and  the  mode  of 
ponduCting  the  buftnefs  adopted 
by  the  minifters,  was  to  pay  the 
higheft  compliments  to  the  late 
fpeaker  upon  his  abilities  and 
knowledge,  and  to  make  the  great- 
eft  acknowledgements,  as  well  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  with 
which  he  filled  his  high  ftation, 
as  of  the  firmnefs,  prudence,  di¬ 
ligence,  and  indefatigable  zeal, 
with  which  he  had  diicharged  its 
exceedingly  laborious  duties.  But 
being  thus  let  down  upon  foft 
ground,  it  was  then  lamented, 
that  by  the  continued  exertion  of 
thefe  eliimable  qualities,  during 
two  parliaments,  his  conftitution 
bad  been  fo  much  impaired,  that 
its  effeCts  in  the  laft  feftion,  had 
been  but  too  vifible  to  every  gen¬ 
tleman  then  in  parliament ;  and 
indeed,  notwithftanding  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  his  zeal,  could  not  but 
^onfiderably  aff  ft  the  public  bufi- 
neis  of  that  time.  T  hat  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  much  bufinefs, 
and  confequently  many  long  and 
l^te  debates,  were  likely  to  come 
on  ;  and  that  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftanccs,  it  would  neither  be 
decent  in  the  gentleman  himfelf 
to  propofe,  nor  becoming  in  that 
boufe,  to  fhew  fo  little  refpeCt 
mnd  gratitude  to  him,  as  to  adopt 
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the  proportion,  of  again  putting 
him  into  a  fituation,  the  fatigues 
of  which,  in  his  prefent  precarious 
ftate  of  health,  muft  be  equally, 
beyond  his  powers  of  application, 
and  deftruCtive  to  his  conftitu¬ 
tion. 

The  American  minifter,  after 
an  introduction  upon  this  ground, 
then  moved,  that  fVlr .  Cornwall, 
a  gentleman  eminently  endowed 
with  all  the  qualifications  necef- 
fary  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that 
high  office,  with  no  lefs  honour  to 
himfelf,  than  advantage  to  the 
houfe,  fliould  be  chofen  their 
fpeaker.  The  motion  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis. 

The  oppefition  expreffed  the 
utmoft  aftonifhrnent,  not  only  at 
the  motion,  but  at  the  arguments 
which  were  held  out  as  the  grounds 
of  itsfupport.  I  he  minifters  had 
acknowledged  the  late  fpeaker  to 
be  the  moft  able  of  all  men  to  fill 
the  chair,  and  in  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  of  that  confeflion,  they  pro¬ 
pofe  another  candidate,  and  to 
heighten  the  inconfiftency,  ftrong- 
ly  recommend  to  him,  to  copy 
the  example  of  his  predeceffor. 
As  to  the  bad  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  being  alfigned  as  a  caufe 
for  his  rejection.,  it  was  a  very 
bare,  and  an  entirely  unfounded 
pretence.  The  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  was  now  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifhed,  that  he  was  evidently  as 
capable  of  difeharging  all  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  ever  he  had 
been  in  any  part  of  his  life.  This 
pretence  was  therefore  an  abfolute 
mockery  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
motion  was  intended  as  a  direCt 
infult  upon  that  gentleman ;  and 
if  the  meafure  was  adopted  it 
would  be  a  moft  ungrateful  re¬ 
turn,  for  the  many  years  of  the 

moft 
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mod  valuable  part  of  his  life, 
which  he  had  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  and  ability  devoted  to  the 
public  fervice  of  his  country  in 
that  houfe.  Mr.  Dunning  accord¬ 
ingly  moved,  and  the  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townf- 
hend,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  be 
continued  Ipeaker. 

That  gentleman  himfelf  faid, 
that  on  account  of  his  ill  (late  of 
health  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
and  the  unavoidable  interruption 
which  it  occalicned  to  the  public 
bufmefs,  he  had  come  to  the  houfe 
under  a  full  determination  not  to 
go  again  into  the  chair  upon  any 
account ;  and  that  he  muffc  there¬ 
fore  decline  the  honour  intended 
him  by  his  learned  friend  who 
had  made  the  motion,  and  by  him 
who  had  feconded  it,  for  his  re- 
inftatement.  But  he  mull  be  an 
idiot  indeed,  if  he  could  believe 
that  his  Hate  of  health,  of  which 
none  of  the  king’s  minifters  had 
ever  received  the  fmalleft  intima¬ 
tion  from  him,  was  the  real  caufe 
of  their  moving  for  a  new  fpeaker, 
without  holding  the  fmalleft  pre¬ 
vious  communication  with  him 
upon  the  fubjedt.  He  had  in  the 
laft  felfion,  at  the  peril  of  his  life 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
phylicians,  come  down  to  that 
houfe  :  he  had,  when  almoft  over¬ 
whelmed  with  infirmity,  ftrug- 
gled  hard  to  forward  the  bufmefs 
of  parliament ;  and  he  had  done 
fo  at  the  particular  defire  of  thole 
who  now  moved  to  have  another 
gentleman  appointed  fpeaker.  rI  his 
was  ufage  he  did  not  expedt  ;  he 
thought  he  had  merited  other  treat- 
ment.  He  had  been  in  town  three 
days,  and  had  never  been  alked, 
whether  his  health  would  enable 
liim  to  continue  in  the  chair,  nor 
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had  he  been  applied  to  diredtly  or 
indiredtly,  on  the  fubjedt  of  choof- 
ing  a  new  fpeaker.  It  was  then 
an  infult  on  the  underftanding  of 
every  gentleman  prefent,  to  pre¬ 
tend  that  an  anxiety  for  his  health 
was  the  real  caufe,  for  moving 
that  another  fpeaker  might  be 
chofen;  and  he  called  upon  the 
minifters  to  declare,  why  he  was 
thus  difgracefully  difmified  ? 

This  opened  a  wider  ground  of 
debate  to  the  oppofition,  which 
they  immediately  occupied.  They 
faid,  that  the  minifters  had  adopt¬ 
ed  and  reduced  to  a  fyftem  the 
abominable  pradtice,  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  difgrace  every  digni¬ 
fied  charadter  in  the  kingdom  ; 
and  more  efpecially  to  infult  and 
villify  thole  men  whofe  condudt 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  approved. 
That  their  refentments  were  not 
more  mean,  than  the  motive  on 
which  they  were  founded,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  was  unconftitu- 
tional  and  dangerous.  That  the  me¬ 
morable  fpeech,  which  had  drawn 
their  enmity  on  the  fpeaker,  re- 
fledted  the  higheft  honour  upon 
him  j  and  was  equally  a  record  of 
his  impartiality  in  that  high  office, 
of  his  zeal  for  his  .country,  and  of 
his  feeling  for  the  national  diftref- 
fes,  That  it  had  received  the  re¬ 
peated  approbation  of  the  com¬ 
mons  of  England  ;  and  was  equal¬ 
ly  admired  and  approved  of  with¬ 
out  doors.  And  yet  that  fpeech, 
under  fuch  fandtions,  was  the  only 
caufe  for  their  prefent  attempt  to 
infult  and  difgrace  him.  That: 
the  nation  would  now  form  a  pro¬ 
per  eftitnate  of  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  minifters,  when 
they  law  the  open  and  avowed 
perfecution  which  they  carried  on 
a^ainft  all  thofe,  who  faithfully 
°[K\  2  dif- 
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difcharged  their  public  duties,  and 
who  had  ipirit  and  virtue  fuffi- 
cient,  to  fupport  the  intetefts  of 
the  people,  or  to  maintain  their 
rights.  The  new  members,  laid 
they,  will  now  fee  confirmed, 
what  they  had  before  heard  attri¬ 
buted  only  to  the  malice  of  parties, 
or  to  newfpaper  mifreprefentation. 
They  may  perhaps  obtain  a  good 
leffon  now  at  their  firft  entrance, 
bow  far  the  vengeance  of  power 
is  capable  of  operating  even  in 
this  popular  affembly. 

T  he  minifters  took  no  farther 
fliare  in  the  debate,  beyond  the 
introductory  fpeech  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
affairs.  Lord  North,  though  more 
than  once  called  upon,  was  total¬ 
ly  filent.  Nor  could  the  warm 
challenges  of  the  late  lpeaker,  nor 
the  repeated  calls  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  draw  out  any  manner  of  ex¬ 
planation  from  them,  as  to  the 
caufes  or  motives  of  the  conduct  fp 
much  complained  of. 

The  debate  was,  however,  flip- 
ported  with  great  fpirit  by  the 
gentleman  who  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Cornwall,  and  by  Mr.  Rigby. 
They  faid  they  had  never  before 
heard,  nor  could  they  by  any 
means  fubfcribe  to  the  doctrines 
which  were  now  broached.  This 
was  the  firft  debate  in  which  they 
had  heard  it  afferted,  that  there 
was  any  thing  of  infult  difgraee, 
<pr  contempt  to  any  man,  in,  ap¬ 
pointing  a  fpeaker,  or  that  any 
gentleman  was  either  to  be  called 
on,  or  expedited  to  ftate  his  rea- 
fons,  why  he  recommended,  or 
why  he  voted,  for  this  or  that 
particular  candidate.  In  a  new 
parliament,  every  member  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  give  his  vote 


as  he  pleafed  for  a  new  fpeaker  j 
and  the  moft  learned  in  the  law 
were  defired  to  prove,  that  it  was 
any  part  of  the  conftitution  of 
parliament,  for  a  fpeaker  to  pol- 
lefs  the  chair  juft  as  long  as  he 
fhould  think  proper,  unlefs  fome 
charge  of  criminality  could  be 
eftablifhed  againft  him. 

But  the  latter  of  thefe  gentle-* 
men  went  farther,  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  had  objections  to 
the  late  fpeaker  on  more  accounts 
than  one  ;  but  particularly  with 
refpeCt  to  that  conduCt  in  the  year 
1777,  which  had  now  been  fo 
much  boafted  of.  He  had  at  that 
time  ftrongly  expreifed  his  difap- 
probation,  both  of  the  fpeech,  and 
of  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  had 
been  now  read  as  a  matter  of 
triumph.  He  now  thought,  as 
he  then  did,  that  the  fpeaker 
went  too  far ;  that  he  was  not 
warranted  to  make  fuch  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne ;  and  that  it  was, 
flying  in  the  king’s  face.  Being 
called  to  order  for  ufing  the  royal 
name,  he,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
infilled  that  the  oppofition  were 
not  warranted  in  calling  him  to 
brder,  as  he  had  not  ufed  that 
name  in  any  manner  which  could 
influence  the  freedom  of  debate. 
He  feemed  to  laugh  at  what , 
had  been  thrown  out,  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  and  the  fe- 
cret  reafons  for  the  motion  to  eleCt 
a  new  fpeaker ;  fuch  things,  he 
faid,  might  have  an  an  effeCt  with 
younger  men,  and  with  thofe  who 
had  newly  -  entered  within  the 
walls  of  that  houfe,  but  they  could 
not:  make  the  fmalleft  impreflion 
on  him.  The  mighty  fecret,  he 
faid,  why  one  fide  of  the  houfe 
moved  for  a  new  fpeaker,  and  the 
p.ther  fupported  the  old,  was  re¬ 
ducible 
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«hicible  to  a  fimple  fact,  and  wlieri 
put  into  plain  Engliili,  and  Grip¬ 
ped  of  the  adventitious  drcfs  of 
eloquence,  amounted  to  no  more* 
on  either  fide,  than  this  —  “We’ll 
“  vote  for  you,  if  you’ll  be  for 
“  us.” 

It  did  not,  however,  appear, 
upon  the  divifion,  that  the  young 
men  and  new  members,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  had  any  great  objection  to 
think  or  aCt  with  the  minifters. 
Lord  George  Germain’s  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Corn¬ 
wall  to  be  fpeaker,  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  203  votes,  to  134 
who  fupported  Mr.  Dunning’s  no¬ 
mination  of  the  late  fpeaker. 

The  new  fpeaker  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  received,  upon  his  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  throne,  at  the 
•vt  head  of  the  houfe,  on 
i  ov*I*tjie  following  day.  The 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  which  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  of  receiving  the  fpeaker, 
feemed  to  hold  out  a  motive,  with¬ 
out  its  being  direCtly  aligned,  for 
the  late  diffiolurion,  by  declaring 
more  than  ordinary  fatisfa&ion  in 
meeting  parliament,  at  a  time, 
when  the  lat£  elections  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  the  mod 
certain  information  of  the  difpofi- 
tion  and  wifhes  of  the  people,  to 
which  his  majefly  was  always  in¬ 
clined  to  pay  the  utmod  attention 
and  regard.  The  other  objeCts  of 
the  fpeech  were,  to  date,  in  a  full 
point  of  view,  the  arduous  fitua- 
tion  of  public  affairs  *  the  formi¬ 
dable  nature,  the  injuftice,  and 
the  dangerous  views,  of  that  vad 
combination  of  force,  which  was 
formed  again  A  us  in  fupport  of 
the  American  rebellion.  The 
whole  force  and  faculties  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  monarchies 
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were  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to 
the  Utmoft,  the  undifguifed  objeCfc 
of  the  confederacy  being  to  grati¬ 
fy  a  boundlefs  ambition,  by  de- 
tlroying  the  commerce,  and  giving 
a  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain.  It  was  acknowledged, 
that  the  force  granted  by  the  lad 
parliament,  along  with  the  divine 
bleding  on  the  bravery  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  had  happily  fucceed¬ 
ed  in  withdanding  the  formidable 
attempts  of  our  enemies,  and  in 
fruflrating  the  great  expectations 
which  they  had  formed;  The  fig- 
nal  fucceffes  which  had  attended 
the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms,  in 
Georgia  and  Carolina,  were  held 
out  to  view  ;  and  Were  faid  to  be 
gained,  with  fo  much  honour  to 
the  conduct  and  courage  of  the 
officers,  and  to  the  valour  and  in¬ 
trepidity  of  the  troops,  as  equalled 
their  highed  character  in  any  age, 
and,  it  was  trufled,  would  have 
important  confequences  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion. 
But  though  the  accomplifhment  of 
that  great  end  was  mod  earneflly 
defired,  they  would  undoubtedly 
agree  in  opinion,  that  they  could 
only  fecure  fafe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace  by  fuch  powerful 
and  refpeCtable  preparations,  as 
fhould  convince  our  enemies,  that 
we  would  not  fubmit  to  receive 
the  law  from  any  powers  whatfo- 
ever,  and  that  we  are  united  in  a 
firm  refolution  to  decline  no  diffi¬ 
culty  or  hazard  in  the  defence  of 
our  country,  and  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  effeotial  intereds.  The 
commons  were  informed,  that  his 
majefly  faw  and  felt,  with  con¬ 
cern,  that  the  various  fervices  of 
the  war  mud,  unavoidably,  be  at¬ 
tended  v/ith  great  and  heavy  ex- 
pences ;  but  they  were  defired  to 

[  3  sran* 
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grant  fucb  fuppiies  only,  as  their 
own  fecurity,  and  the  exigency  of 
affairs  fhouid  be  found  to  require. 

The  forms  of  the  hoafe  ol  com¬ 
mons  happened,  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  to  prevent  the  fpeech  from 
being  confidered  or  read  until  the 
*t  ,  .  following  Tuefday; 
Nov.  6th.  w}ien  an  addrefs,  ad' 

ding  the  ufual  reaffertion  of  all  the 
proportions  contained  in  the 
fpeech,  and  fuch  compliments  as 
the  events  of  the  day  fuggefted, 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  De  Grey, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  Richard  Sut¬ 
ton.  An  amendment  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Grenville,  and  feconded 
by  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  propofing  to 
leave  out  the  whole  addrefs,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  complimentary  part, 
and  to  fubftitute  in  the  place  of 
the  fubfequent  claufes  thefe  words, 
that,  “  In  this  arduous  conjunc¬ 
ture  we  are  determined  to  unite 
our  efforts  for  the  defence  of 
this  our  country  ;  and  we  beg 


«« 


c< 


leave 

that 


to 

we 


affure  your  majefty, 
will  decline  no  diffi- 


“  cutty  or  hazard  in  preferving 
“  the  effential  interests  of  this 
46  kingdom/’ 

As  the  old  ‘queftion,  of  lupr- 
porting  or  abandoning  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  neceflarily  held  a  princi¬ 
pal  part  in  the  preient  debate,  we 
ilia il  only  attend  to  the  new  mat¬ 
ter  introduced,  or  the  new  ground 
of  argument  taken,  on  either  fide. 
3t  was  advanced,  in  fupport  of  the 
addrefs,  that  our  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  were  in  a  much  better  train, 
and  much  more  profperous  fitua- 
t ion,  than  they  had  been  at  any 
time  fince  the  convention  of  Sara¬ 
toga:  that  the  fplendid  fuccefs  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  fouthem 
colonies,  had  enhanced  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Britifh  arms,  &ad 


had  in  the  higheft  degree  inrimt- 
dated  our  enemies.  1  hat  Caro¬ 
lina  was  entirely  reduced  to  the 
obedience  of  our  arms,  and  the 
numerous  friends  of  Great  Britain 
in  that  country,  were  no  longer 
afraid  to  avow  their  fenfiments. 
That  it  was  no  longer  a  queftion 
of  allegiance  and  independency 
between  us  and  our  colonies;  but 
the  queftion  now  was,  whether 
we  fhouid  relinquifh  thofe  valuable 
provinces  to  the  houfe  of  Bout-* 
bon  ?  No  lover  of  His  country  could 
hefitate  a  moment,  in  oppoftng  to 
the  laft:  fuch  an  acceffionof  ftrength 
to  our  natural  enemy;  and  no 
friend  of  America  could  wifh  that 
we  fhouid  refign  her  to  the  yoke 
of  an  arbitrary  lovereign. 

Nothing,  they  faid,  could  be  a 
greater  miftake,  or  more  impro¬ 
perly  held  out,  than  the  language 
continually  ufed  on  the  other  fine* 
that  the  war  was  at  prefent  carried 
on  for  the  purpofe  of  conquering 
America.  The  fa&  was  diredly 
otherwife.  The  war  was  now 
carried  on  to  protect  our  numerous 
American  friends  from  the  tyran¬ 
ny  and  oppreftion  of  the  congrefs. 
This  was  a  purpofe  which  neither 
juftice,  humanity*  gratitude,  or 
even  a  regard  to  our  own  interefts, 
would  permit  us  to  abandon.  L 
would  not  now  be  infilled  that 
America  could  be  recovered  by 
eonqueft ;  but  it  was  well  to  be 
hoped,  that  America  was  ftill  to 
be  regained  by  this  country.  The 
juft  and  liberal  offers  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  America,  had 
produced  very  great  and  general 
effects  upon  the  minds  ol  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  more  than  half  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  when  freed  from  their  op- 
preffors/  would  appear  iO  have 
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been  friends  to  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment.  This  then  was  no  fea- 
fon  tor  the  language  of  defpond- 
ency;  our  late  fignal  iuccefTes, 
operating  upon  this  difpofirion  of 
the  people,  mud  produce  the  hap« 
pieft  eftedfs  ;  and,  that  as  we  have 
now  feen  and  corredfed  our  own 
errors,  fo  the  prevalence  of  reafon 
over  paffion  wili  operate  equally 
with  the  Americans,  and  prevent 
their  being  far  behind  us ;  efpe- 
cially  as  occafion  mud  continually 
be  given,  tor  contraltmg  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  they  enjoyed  tinder 
our  mild  government  with  the  ty  ¬ 
ranny  of  their  prefent  rulers,  and 
of  feeling  more  and  more  their 
«dious  and  difgraceful  dependence 
on  France. 

They  then  contended,  that  our 
(ithation  precluded  every  profpedt 
of  honourable  peace,  but  through 
the  medium  of  vidtory  j  that  the 
profecution  of  the  war  with  the 
utmofl:  energy  until  it  might  be 
terminated  on  better  and  more  ho¬ 
nourable  grounds  than  at  prefent, 
was  eflential  to  the  political  exift- 
ence  of  Great  Britain  j  and,  in  a 
word,  that  we  muft  humble  France 
through  the  fideg  of  America. 
That  if  we  even  fubmitted  to  the 
humiliating  and  difgraceful  mea- 
fure  of  acknowledging  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  America,  ftilf,  that 
fatal  conceflion  which  would  ex- 
pofe  us  to  the  probable  lofs  of  all 
our  tranfmarine  poffeffions,  and 
fink  the  political  confequence  of 
this  kingdom  to  nothing  in  the 
fcale  of  Europe,  would  not  acce¬ 
lerate  the  work  of  peace,  however 
fervently  that  happy  event  was 
to  be  defired.  America  was  a  new 
ftate  ;  fhe  muft  maintain  or  e#  b- 
?ifh  her  public  character  *  and  fhe 
was  bound  by  every  tie  of  policy, 


as  well  as  honour,  not  to  defert 
her  allies,  or  to  leave  them  ex- 
pofed  to  our  colledled  efforts,  in  a 
war  undertaken  for  her  advantage® 
But  if  it  were  otherwite.  ihe  was 
how  too  clofely  connected  with; 
and  too  much  dependent  ora 
F ranee,  to  have  it  in  her  power  to 
enter  into  a  feparate  treaty  with 
Great  Britain. 

Our  fuuation  was  undoubtedly 
difficult  and  perilous*  but,  if  our 
native  courage  did  not  do  it,  we 
might  learn  from  the  example  of 
other  wife  and  powerful  nations, 
never  to  defpond  in  any  circiim- 
ftances ;  but  to  expedt  the  happy 
effedts  of  fortitude  even  in  the 
moil  adverfe  fituationS  Nor,  in 
truth,  waS  the  heterogeneous  con¬ 
federacy  formed  again#  us,  al¬ 
though  undoubtedly  in  a  very 
high  degree  powerful,  by  any 
means  fo  tremendous  and  alarm¬ 
ing  aS  was  reprefented  and  ima¬ 
gined.  Befides'  the  principles  of 
difunion,  and  many  Others  faults 
common  to  all  confederacies,  this 
was  compofed  of  powers,  which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  were  the 
moll  unlikely,  if  not  utterly  in¬ 
capable,  of  coalefcing,  for  any 
continuance,  with  cordiality,  that 
ever  were,  or  that  poffibly  could 
be  brought  together.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  had  the  ftrongeft  natural 
averfion,  cheriftied  by  the  accumu¬ 
lated  prejudices  of  all  ages,  both, 
to  the  people  and  country  of 
France.  And  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  or  believed,  that  the  Pro- 
teftint  republicans  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  who  were  more  zealoufly 
attached  to  their  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  principles  than  perhaps  any 
other  civilized  people,  and  who 
were  fighting  again#  their  parent 
country  and  their  own  blood  for 
[K]  4  liberty 
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liberty ,  fhould  enter  into  a  cordial 
friefcdlhip  and  lading  bands  of 
union  with  a  Roman  Catholic  and 
defpotic  power,  which  having  en¬ 
slaved  its  own  people,  would  not 
afford  the  word  liberty  a  place  in 
its  dictionaries.  We  Should  then 
ftrike  at  the  whole  confederacy, 
and  not  at  this  part  or  that  fepa- 
rarely,  until  the  vigour  of  our 
efforts,  operating  upon  its  own 
principles  of  diflolution,  had  Sha¬ 
ken  the  whole  fabric  to  pieces. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  every  year 
a  new  reafon  for  continuing  the 
American  war ;  fir  ft,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  fend  troops  to  deliver 
the  men  of  property  and  confe- 
quence  on  that  continent  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  mob  ;  afterwards 
to  deliver  the  lower  ranks  from 
the  oppreffion  of  the  upper,  and 
particularly  of  the  congrefs;  and 
now  we  are  Called  upon  to  deliver 
both  from  the  thraldom  in  which 
they  were  held  by  France.  Such 
were  the  vain  and  empty  delufions 
by  which,  year  after  year,  the 
nation  had  been  led  through  all 
the  calamity,  lofs,  danger,  and 
difgrace,  of  this  ruinous  war. 
The  infatuation  of  the  minifters 
■was  now  evidently  as  ftrong,  for 
its  continuance,  as  it  had  been  in 
the  beginning  ;  and  they  feemed 
to  think  the  parliament  and  na¬ 
tion  to  be  as  blind  and  as  infatu¬ 
ated  as  they  were  themfejves. 
The  laft  pari  lament  had,  like 
other  the  moil  abandoned dinners, 
in  its  dying  agonies,  confeffed  the 
caufe  of  its  corruption  and  profli¬ 
gacy  ;  this  day  would  afford  a,de- 
mobftration,  when  the  fatal  and 
corrupt  influence  then  acknow¬ 
ledged,  had  extended  to  the  pre¬ 
sent.  Whatever  effect  ministerial 


arts  had  heretofore  produced  on 
the  opinions  and  ditpofiiion  of 
the  people,  the  general  cry  now 
was,  4‘  Peace  with  America,  and 
“  war,  vigorous  war,  with  our 
“  natural  enemies it  remain¬ 
ed  to  be  feen,  whether  the  mini¬ 
sters  had  influence  enough  in  that 
houfe,  to  enable  them  ft  ill  to  carry 
on  tbe  American  war,  to  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin,  and  contrary  to  the  ex** 
prefs  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

But  we  are  told  that  our  Ame¬ 
rican  affairs  are  now  in  a  much, 
more  flo.urifhng  and  profperous 
condition  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  fince  the  affair  at  Sara¬ 
toga  ;  and  that  the  fplendjd  vic¬ 
tory  obtained  at  Camden;  is  to  de¬ 
cide  the  fate  of  that  continent. 
This,  faid  they  has  been  the 
cgnftant  language,  at  every  gleam 
of  fuccefs,  ever  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  true,  that  our  fucceffes  in  that 
time  have  been  fplendid  and  nu¬ 
merous,  and  that  our  officers  and 
troops  have  upon  various  ccca- 
fions  obtained  great  honour;  but 
how  far  have  we,  upon  the  whole, 
been  gainers  by  thefe  advantages  ? 
Bofton,  was,  in  the  beginning,  ex¬ 
changed  for  New  York.  The 
reduction  of  that  capital,  the  vic¬ 
tory  at  Long  Ifland,  that  at  the 
Brandy  Wrine,  and  the  takin  g  of 
Philadelphia,  (the  feat  of  congrefs, 
and  the  capital  of  America)  were 
all,  in  their  refpedtive  day,  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  greateft  triumph,  and 
each  held  out  as  leading  to  fuc- 
ceffies  ftill  more  fplendid,  which 
mu  ft  neceffarily  decide  the  fate  of 
that  continent.  There  will  not 
be  the  face  of  a  rebel  feen  in  all 
North  America,  was  the  conftant 
language  of  thofe  times,  it  would 
be  unneceflary  to  particularize  the 
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real  confequences.  of  thefe  fuc- 
cefTes ;  or  to  make  any  comment 
upon  the  abandoning  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  or  the  danger  which  attend¬ 
ed  the  retreat.  Another  fource  of 
confidence  is  offered  to  us  in  the 
exchange  of  Rhode  I Hand,  the 
very  bell  winter  harbour  in  all 
North  America,  for  Charles- 
Town,  the  capital  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Let  thofe  expert  in  fuch 
calculations  determine  on  which 
fide  the  balance  lies.  But  the 
glorious  victory  at  Camden  is  now 
to  make  up  for  every  thing,  and 
to  revive  all  our  former  moft  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  illufions.  But  if 
we  found  our  judgment  on  analo¬ 
gy  or  experience,  are  we  not  ra¬ 
ther  to  confider  it  as  the  forerunner 
offoine  fatal  difafler  ?  What  could 
be  more  fplendid  or  flattering  than 
the  fuccefs  at  Ticonderago  ?  Yet 
that  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of 
the  whole  army.  Have  we  lefs 
reafon  now,  than  we  had  at  that 
time,  to  expert  fuch  a  reverfe  of 
of  fortune  as  Chen  happened  ?  The 
confequence  of  our  fuccefs  at 
Charles-Town,  v/as  the  laying 
Lord  Cornwallis  under  a  necefiity 
of  putting  all  to  the  hazard,  by 
encountering  a  great  fuperiority 
cf  force  at  Camden.  The  merit 
and  honour  of  that  action  lie  en¬ 
tirely  with  the  general  and  bis 
army  ;  but  what  are  we  to  fay  to, 
or  to  expedt  from  thofe  conductors 
of  the  war,  who  laid  him  under 
that  dangerous  neceflity,  which 
renders  his  vidtory  a  miracle  ?  Or 
if  fuch  confequences  are  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  inevitable  refult  of  our 
fuccefles  on  that  continent,  v/ith 
what  hope,  or  to  what  end,  is  the 
war  continued  ? 

They  obferved  farther,  that  a 
calamitous  circumftance  attending 


that  adtion  afforded  a  dircdt  proof, 
that  the  majority  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  (as  had  been  fo  frequently 
and  confidently  afl'erted  by  the 
miniflers)  were  not  friendly  to 
this  country  ;  but,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  that  they,  were  almoft  univer- 
fally  attached  to  the  caufe  of  con- 
grefs.  For  no  fooner  had  General 
Gates  appeared  among  the  Caro¬ 
linians,  than  thofe  very  men 
flocked  to  his  flandard,  who  had 
taken  the  oaths  to  our  government 
carrying  with  them  the  arms  that 
were  put  into  their  hands  by  our 
general ;  a  circumflance  which 
reduced  him  to  the  unhappy  ne¬ 
ceflity  of  putting  fuch  of  them  as 
were  taken  to  death.  But  the 
very  fame  neceflity  which  obliged 
the  general,  contrary  to  his  difpo- 
fition,  to  recur  to  acts  of  terror, 
excluded  any  reliance  in  the  affec¬ 
tion  of  that  people  againft  whom 
they  were  neceffary. 

It  was  acknowledged,  that  great 
advantages  might  be  derived  from 
the  late  fuccefs  obtained  by  the 
good  conduct  and  gallantry  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army. 
It  might  be  made  the  foundation 
of  an  honourable  and  happy  peace. 
Let  miniflers,  laid  the  oppofition, 
feize  and  improve  the  advantage, 
and  they  will  deferve  and  receive 
the  thanks  and  applaufe  of  their 
country.  But  have  they  given  us 
the  fmalleft  hopes  of  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  ?  On  the  contrary,-  faid 
they,  does  not  the  fpeech  itfelf, 
and  does  not  the  propofed  add  refs, 
which  is  its  echo,  prove  to  the  con¬ 
viction  of  this  houfe,  that  they 
are  determined  to  purfue  the  war 
to  t  he  utmoft  ?  They  dare  not  give 
it  up.  They  mull  at  all  events 
.carry  it  on.  And  its  unpopulari¬ 
ty,  and  that  only,  is  the  tenure 
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by  which  they  hold  their  places. 
To  that  object  therefore  were  all 
others  facrificed.  It  was  upon  that 
account  that  raw  new-raifed  regi¬ 
ments,  under  inexperienced  offi¬ 
cers,  were  fent  to  perifh,  not  in 
detail,  but  by  whole  columns,  on 
the  Weft  India  fervice,  whilft  the 
veterans,  who  were  proof  to  all 
climates  and  feafons,  were  kept  in 
America. 

It  would  feerft  to  have  been  ra¬ 
ther  pleafantly  than  ferioufly  faid, 
on  the  other  fide,  that  Great  Bri* 
tain  {landing  fingly,  and  without 
an  ally,  in  the  war,  had  great  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  powerful  confe¬ 
deracy  which  was  formed  egainft 
her.  If  the  do&rine  had  been 
true,  this  nation  mull  undoubt¬ 
edly  at  prefent  be  the  mofl  flourifh- 
ing  in  the  univerfe,  for  ilie  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  only  one  in  that  predi¬ 
cament.  It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  ferioufly  advanced,  by 
the  fubfequent  allufions  to  the 
league  of  Cambray,  and  to  the 
confederacy  againll  Lewis  XIV. 
neither  of  which  can  in  any  de¬ 
gree  apply  in  the  prefent  inftanee. 
It  was  common  danger,  diftrefs, 
and  a  participation  of  interefls, 
that  chiefly  endeared  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  this  tie,  for  the  prefent, 
united  the  French  and  Americans 
in  the  clofeft  friendfhip.  But  if 
we  held  out  to  America  a  feparate 
intereft,  ami  that  accompanied 
with  fuch  fecurity,  as  fhould  re^ 
move  all  ideas  of  a  common:  (dan¬ 
ger,  it  was  confiftent  .With  expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  ujbal  courfe  of 
things,  to  expert  that  we  might 
diffolve  the  friyndihip,  and  have 
an  opportunity  of  fuccefsfully 
treating  with  her.  Indeed,  with- 
-out  aferibing  to  the  Americans 
any  unufual  degree  either  of  gra¬ 


titude  or  perfidy,  and  conhdering 
them  merely  as  men;  whole  ron-^ 
dud,  like  that  of  all  others, 
would  naturally  be  governed  by 
a  mixture  of  both  realon  and  paf- 
fion,  it  was  fairly  to  be  prefumed, 
that  by  fuch  a  courfe,  and  by  ab- 
flaming  from  offenfive  hoftilities 
againll  them,  they  might  fbill  be 
detached  from  the  caufe  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

What  would  be  the  confequenCe* 
they  afked,  of  withrawing  the 
troops  from  America?  American 
independence  undoubtedly.  Would 
this  be  a  means  of  obtaining  peace  ? 
—  it  cannot  be  denied.  Could  the 
troops  fubdue  America,  4  if  they 
Hayed  there?— it  is  not  even 
hoped.  Can  the  American  war 
be  given  up  without  her  being 

independent? - certainly  not. 

Can  peace  be  obtained  upon  any 
other  terms  than  American  inde¬ 
pendence  ?- — the  minifters  know  it 
cannot.  If  thefe  things  are  fo, 
(and  they  cannot  be  controverted) 
the  minifters  are  wafting  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  this  country  with¬ 
out  an  object. 

They  totally  denied,  that  cur 
affairs  in  America  were  now  in  a 
better  fituation  than  they  had 
been  at  any  time  fince  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Saratoga  $  and  infilled  that 
we  were  now,  in  all  refpe-Cts,  ht 
infinitely  worfe  circumftanees :  but 
withoui^Jwafting-Time,  they  faidfl 
Jut  confidering  the  comparative 
value  of  polls,  or  the  relative 
ftrength  of  armies,  are  we  not 
more  than  forty  millions  worfe* 
through  the  mere  expenses  of  the 
war,  than  we  were  at  that  period  ? 
and  has  not  the  failure  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  exhaufture  of  our 
fefources,  been  in  a  fbill  greater 
proportion  ? 

Every  military  man,  they  faid, 

had 
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had  known,  from  the  time  of  the 
affair  of  Trenton,  that  all  attempts 
to  fubdue  America  were  fo  many 
fruitlefs  proftitutions  of  blood  and 
treafure,  for  that  the  matter  was 
altogether  impracticable.  Is  it 
then  wife  or  prudent,  faid  they, 
for  this  houfe  to  pledge  itfelf  pre¬ 
cipitately  by  an  addrefs  to  the 
farther  fupport  and  continuance 
of  that  ruinous  and  impra6licable 
war  ?  Let  ns  on  the  contrary  alfure 
his  majefty,  and  declare  to  all  the 
world,  that  though  we  will  not 
longer  puriue  a  meafure  of  folly 
and  ruin,  we  fhall  afford  every 
poffible  fupport  to  his  arms,  when 
directed  againft  their  proper  ob¬ 
ject,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Let 
that  houfe  defervedly  feel  every 
exertion  of  our  force,  and  every 
effect  of  our  refentment.  So  far 
the  amendment  went,  and  no  far¬ 
ther  ought  they  to  bind  thern- 
felves. 

Some  mifcellaneous  matter  was 
drawn  in,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  who 
animadverted  greatly  on  feveral 
cicumftances  relative  to  the  late 
diffolution,  as  well  as  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  election .  The  former  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fpeech  began  with 
alluring  them  that  his  majefty 
wiihed  to  know  the  fenfe  of  his 
people,  and  the  fame  paragraph 
contained  the  greateft  mockery 
and  infult  upon  the  people,  by 
telling  them  that  he  hoped  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  information  he  wifhed 
for,  through  the  medium  of  the 
late  elections.  Were  thofe  elec¬ 
tions,  faid  he,  free  ?  Was  the  dif- 
foluti’on  previously  announced,  or 
the  time  of  it  properly  cholen  r 
He  hoped  to  God  thefe  circum- 
fiances  would  become  the  object  of 
aA  enquiry  in  that  houfe,  and.that 


Uss 

it  might  be  known  which  of  the 
king’s  fervants,  it  was,  who  had 
dared  to  advife  his  majefty  to  dif- 
folve  his  parliament,  at  that  parti¬ 
cular  time  that  the  diffolution 
took  place  ;  at  a  time  when  molt 
gentlemen  were  taken  by  f  rprize. 
Indeed,  for  himfelf,  he  knew  the 
minifters  too  well,  to  be  fur  prized 
if  it  had  taken  place  in  the  midft 
of  the  harveft,  or  at  whatever  mo¬ 
ment  was  the  iroft  prejudicial  to 
the  people,  or  the  moil  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  freedom  of  election. 
As  it  was,  it  took  place  when  the 
majority  of  that  houfe,  efpecially 
of  thofe  who  had  uniformly  oppo¬ 
sed  and  reprobated  the  mad  and 
deftruClive  meafures  of  minifters, 
were  in  camp,  and  at  conftderable 
diftance  from  the  places  they  re- 
prefented  ;  fo  that  the  minifters, 
inftead  of  confulting  the  willies  of 
the  people,  and  inftead  of  render¬ 
ing  the  event  as  little  injurious  as 
poffible  to  the  internal  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kingdom,  had  taken 
pains  to  render  the  diffolution  of 
parliament  as  great  and  calamitous 
an  evil  as  could  have  happened. 

He  particularly  condemned  the 
miniftry  for  the  unconftitutional 
ufe,  they  had  made  of  the  army. 
The  military,  he  faid,  was  a  force 
at  all  times  inimical  to  liberty, 
and  therefore  it  behoved  every 
Englishman  to  watch  the  army 
with  a  jealous  eye,  A  few  months 
fince,  perhaps,  the  delicate  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  made  i  wifer  to  ac- 
quiefee  in  a  queftionable  meafure, 
than  to  hazard  the  appearance  of 
countenancing  the  infurreCtion,  by 
calling  in  queftion  the  means  ufed 
to  fupprefs  it  •  but  now  the  occa- 
fion  was  over,  conftitutional  con- 
fiderations  muft  take  their  turn 
He  then  proceeded  to  reprehend 
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the  minifters  in  the  moft  pointed 
terms,  for  having  dared  to  fend 
orders  to  officers  in  all  the  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  as  well  in  thole 
where  there  had  not  been  the 
fmalleft  pronenefs  to  tumult,  as 
in  thofe  where  it  had  entirely  fub- 
fided,  and  that  quiet  was  perfect¬ 
ly  reftored,  giving  them  power  to 
adt  at  difcretion,  without  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  civil  magiftrate. 
Theie  orders,  he  faid,  had  not 
been  recalled,  till  almoft  every 
election  was  over  :  and  he  repre- 
fented  it  as  an  alarming  violence 
to  the  conftitution,  and  a  meafure 
which  ^called  loudly  for  parlia¬ 
mentary  enquiry. 

He  likewife  arraigned  the  mini¬ 
fters  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  feveri- 
ty,  for  the  infult  which,  he  faid, 
had  been  offered  to  the  navy,  and 
the  prejudice  done  to  that  fervice 
by  the  late  appointment  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  A  fubjedt 
upon  which  he  feemed  to  exhauft 
all  his  powers  of  cenfure. 

The  original  addrefs  was  at 
length  carried  upon  a  divilion,  by 
a  majority  of  212,  to  130  who 
fupported  the  amendment. 

The  addrefs  in  thehoufe  of  lords 
was  moved  for,  on  the  day  that 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
delivered  oy  the  Earl  of  Weft- 
moreland.  An  amendment  was 
moved  by  the  Marquifs  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  which,  like  that  in  the 
bourn  of  commons,  went  to  the 
omiffion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
addrefs.  The  debate  was  neither 
long  nor  interefting  ;  and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  addrefs  was  carried  upon  a 
divilion,  by  a  majority  of  68  to 
23.  It  was  obferved  as  a  lingula- 
rity  upon  this  occalion,  and  was 
afterwards  commented  upon  in 


more  places  thaif  one,  that  file 
moderation  and  virtue  of  not  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  opportunity’ 
afforded  by  the  late  riots,  to  unite 
the  arms  of  an  enraged  populace 
with  thofe  of  the  military,  and  ap¬ 
ply  both  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  and 
the  deftrudtion  of  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  people,  according  to 
the  example  a  few  years  lince 
fet  by  the  prince  in  a  northern 
kingdom,  were  grounds  of  great 
acknowledgment  and  thanks  to 
the  fovereign. 

Upon  the  refolution 
in  the  committee  of  fup-  0V*  *3* 
ply,  that  91,000  feamen,  includ¬ 
ing  marines,  fhould  be  voted  fer 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  af- 
fent,  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe 
that  he  would,  after  the  holidays, 
move  for  the  difmiffion  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  afterwards  for 
bringing  him  to  condign  puniili- 
ment,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
fliould  found  thefe  motions  on  two 
different  caufes ; — the  firfl  for  ad- 
vifing  his  majefty  to  promote  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
af  Greenwich  hofpital  ;  —  and  the 
fecond  for  the  fhameful  negleft  of 
the  navy  during  that  noblemaffs 
adminilt  ration. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  , 
Fletcher  Norton,  the  late 
fpeaker,  for  his  conduct  in  that 
office,  being  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Townfhend,  and  fupported  by  the 
oppolition  in  general,  met  with 
great  refiftance  on  the  court  fide, 
and  brought  out  confid£rable  de¬ 
bate,  although  the  minifters  them- 
felves  took  no  direct  part.  It  was, 
however,  carried  on  a  divilion,  by 
a  majority  of  136  to  96.  Several 
of  the  new  members  took  a  part  in 

oppofing 
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eppofing  the  vote  of  thanks  ;  upon 
this  occafion  Lord  North  went 
with  the  oppofition  upon  the  divi- 
fion. 

r  In  a  few  days  after,  the 

2  7  *'  thanks  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  were  voted  to  Generals  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Earl  Cornwallis, 
and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  for  the 
eminent  and  very  important  f  r- 
vices  performed  by  them,  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  reduction  of  Charles- 
Town,  and  by  the  late  moll  glo¬ 
rious  victory  obtained  at  Camden. 

Several  of  the  edimates,  parti- , 
cularly  thofe  of  the  army,  had,  as 
ufual  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  at 
different  times  produced  much  de¬ 
bate,  complaint,  and  altercation, 
in  the  committee  of  fupply.  Se¬ 
veral  motions  were  made  by  the 
oppofition  for  papers  and  returns, 
intended  to  afford  an  exaCt:  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  date  of  the  forces  em¬ 
ployed  on  foreign  fervice  at  certain 
given  periods,  which  they  fuppo- 
fed  or  faid,  did  not  approach  fo 
near  the  prefent  t/me,  as  to  render 
the  communication  capable  of  any 
<  ill  confequence  ;  but  from  which 
they  intended  to  fhew  how  farlhort 
the  real  number  of  effective  troops 
was  at  thofe  periods,  from  that 
which  was  dated  on  paper,  and 
paid  for  by  the  nation.  Some  of 
thefe  were  rejected,  and  others 
agreed  to,  The  old  argument 
was  again  frequently  recurred  to, 
of  the  mifchief  or  danger  of  afford 
ing  information  to  the  enemy  ; 
and  it  was  attempted  to  be  thrown 
into  ridicule  by  afking,  if  it  was 
fuppofed  that  Gen.  Wafhington 
wanted  any  information  at  that 
time,  as.  to  the  date  and  condition 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  army 
twelve  months  before  ? 

The  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 
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Pal  lifer  to  the  government  of 
Greenwich  hofpitai,  and  his  tak¬ 
ing  his  feat  in  the  houfe  as  mem¬ 
ber  for  Huntingdon,  were  the 
means  of  bringing  out,  if  not  the 
mod  intereding  debate,  at  lead 
the  longed,  and  by  far  the  mod 
angry  dilcuflion,  which  took  place 
belore  the  recefs.  We  have  little 
inclination  to  enter  deeply  into  a 
matter  wherein  pejrfonal  refent- 
ment,  with  the  defire  of  fupport- 
ing  a  favourite  of  goverment, 
might  well  be  fuppoied  among 
the  principal  operative  motives  on 
bol  h  Tides ;  and  which  is  befides 
of  no  other  moment  now  perhaps 
to  the  public,  than  merely  the 
knowledge  aridng  from  it  as  an 
hidorical  fact.  It  is,  however, 
neceffary  to  take  fuch  a  view  of 
the  fubjeCt  in  this  part,  as  will  ii- 
ludrate  and  explain  the  fubfe- 
quent  debates  and  tranfaCtions  of 
which  it  was  productive. 

We  have  alreadv  feen  the  no¬ 
tice  given  by  Mr  Fox  of  his  in¬ 
tended  motion,  relative  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to 
his  government  ;  and  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  avowal  of  a  direct  at¬ 
tack,  was  a  motive  with  the  other 
dde  in  accelerating  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  introduction  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  in  order  that  he  might 
there  perfonally  fupport  his  own 
caufe,  and  in  a  hope  that  his  pre- 
fencC  might  check  that  torrent  of 
invective  and  cenfure,  which  the 
miniders  knew  they  fhould  other- 
wife  fudain  upon  his  account.  His 
intended  appearance  in  the  houfe 
on  the  day  that  the  naval  edimates 
were  to  be  laid  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  known,  and  a  perfonal 
quarrel  between,  him  and  Mr.  Fox 
was  expected  to  be  the  confe¬ 
quence, 

4  „  T 
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Mr  Fox  was  accordingly  the 
principal  affailant,  and  the  mini- 
fter  himfelf  flood  forth  as  the  abie 
champion  for  the  new  governor. 
The  difcuffion  was  renewed  on 
the  following  day  upon  bringing 
up  the  report  trom  the  committee  j 
and  the  attack  was  fupported  at 
different  times,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfhend.  admiral  Keppel,  Sir 
Robert  Smith,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
the  Earl  of  Surry,  and  Mr.  John 
Townfhend,  The  brunt  of  the 
defence  lay  with  the  minifter,  and 
Sir  Hugh  Palbfer  himfelf.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  admiralty  lords,  nor  thofe 
court  members  who  ufually  fpoke 
upon  other  oceafions,  taking  any 
part  on  the  prelent.  But  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs  was 
in  himfelf  an  hoff. 
p,  ,  Toe  field  was  opened 
eC’  ^  ’  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townf¬ 
hend,  who,  with  much  cenfure 
upon  the  admiralty,  particularly 
with  refpeft  to  the  officers,  whom 
they  did,  and  did  not  employ, 
obferved,  that  in  granting  away 
fuch  vaftfums  of  their  conflituents 
money,  it  was  highly  neceffary 
they  fhould  enquire  into  the  caufes 
•f  fuch  pernicious  and  ruinous 
conduct  ;  and  to  know  why,  in 
this  feafon  of  great  public  exigent 
cy  and  danger,  the  nation  was 
deprived  of  the  fervices  and  pro- 
f. ffional  abilities  of  fuch  men,  as 
the  admirals,  Keppel,  Lord  Howe, 
Sir  Robert  Ha; land,  Pigot,  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  Barrington  ?  He  faid, 
that  wherever  this  evil  originated, 
the  caule  muft  be  removed,  in  order 
to  rellore  fpirit  and  unanimity  to 
the  navy,  and  to  give  vigour  and 
effect  to  its  operations.  The  fate 
ot  the  nation,  he  faid,  depended 
on  the  remedy  of  this  evil  ;  and 
nothing  Ids  than  that,  along  with 


a  due  diftribution  of  rewards  and 
punifhments,  could  poffibiy  re¬ 
cover  our  antient  naval  renown, 
and  revive  that  noble  fpirit  which 
had  rendered  us  invincible  at  fea. 

- — Sir  Robert  Smith,  in  treating  the 
doctrine  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments,  obferved,  that  it  was  not 
the  hulks  of  fliips,  nor  their  guns, 
that  conftituted  the  ftrength  or  the 
navy  of  England  ;  it  was  the  high 
fenfe  of  honour,  and  the  intrepid 
fpirit  of  the  officers  and  men  |  and 
when  thefe  were  damped  the  navy 
was  ruined. 

This  idea  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  and  applied  with  the  utmoll 
feverity  to  the  late  promotion  *  re- 
prefenting  as  the  higheft  infuit 
which  could  be  offered  to  the  na¬ 
vy,  and  the  greateft  ftigma  that 
could  be  affixed  to  the  fervice 
that  a  perfon  convicted  of  having 
preferred  a  falfe  and  malicious  ac- 
cufation  againft  his  iuperior  offi¬ 
cer,  and  who  was  barely  acquitted 
by  a  court  martial,  upon  charges 
exhibited  againft  himfelf,  on  that 
very  occafion  which  he  had  made 
the  ground  of  his  accufation, 
fhould  be  promoted  to  a  poll  of 
diftin&ion,  of  honour,  and  of  pro¬ 
fit,  which  had  heretofore  been 
held  by  men  of  the  fir  ft  naval 
merit,  and  which  was  in  fa£t  in¬ 
tended  as  an  honourable  retreat 
and  reward  to  thofe  who  had  ef- 
fentially  ferved  their  country.  He  < 
did  not,  he  faid,  blame  the  perfosi 
who  accepted  that  place  5  it  was 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  who 
was  alone  to  blame,  and  whofe 
conduct  in  it  ought  to  be  the  fub- 
je£t  of  their  enquiry.  When  it 
had  been  formerly  faid  in  that 
houfe,  at  the  time  that  the  accu¬ 
fation  was  firft  preferred  againft 
Admiral  Keppel,  that  the  accufer 

was 
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*vas  only  the  inftrument,  and  that 
the  admiralty  were  the  principals; 
that  it  was  they  who  luggefted, 
who  prompted,  and  who  fpurred 
on  the  accufation  ;  the  charge  was 
then  ftrongly  denied  on  the  part 
of  that  board,  But  what  will  the 
navy,  what  will  the  nation  now 
think,  when  they  fee  the  accufer 
rewarded  by  that  very  board  with 
a  place  of  high  honour,  of  great 
emolument  ? 

He  afked,  what  had  been  the 
accufer’s  own  fenfe  of  his  conduct 
at  the  time  ;  had  he  not  abdlcaU 
ed  his  feat  in  parliament  ?  Had 
he  not  religned  his  feat  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty  board  ?  Had  he  not,  (to 
borrow  a  phrafe  already  ufed  in 
the  debate)  made  a  difcreet  re¬ 
treat  from  public  notice?  Were 
not  thefe  teftimonials,  and  even 
tacit  acknowledgments  of  his 
guilt  ?  The  difcretion  of  that  re¬ 
treat  produced  its  effect,  in  pre¬ 
venting  fome  of  the  meafures 
which  that  houfe  were  on  the 
point  of  purfuing,  and  which 
would  now  have  added  to  the 
{landing  records  of  its  fenfe  of  the 
tranfa&ion.  The  caufe  had  been 
afked  in  the  prefent  debate,  why 
the  great  officers,  then  named, 
were  not  now  in  the  active  ferviqe 
of  their  country ;  and  a  noble 
lord  on  the  other  fide,  had  attru 
buted  this  unfortunate  circum- 
ftance  to  private  motives.  But 
the  real  motives,  he  faid,  were 
well  known  to  his  honourable 
friend  who  propofed  the  queftion, 
and  were  indeed  within  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  thofe  who  were  the  leaft 
informed  in  public  affairs.  The 
reafon  was,  thefe  great  charac¬ 
ters  could  not  ferve  with  confi¬ 
dence  or  fafety  under  an  admini¬ 
stration  guilty  of  convicted  falfe- 


hood,  and  guilty  not  merely  of 
notorious  but  of  recorded  treach¬ 
ery  !  This  was  the  reafon,  the 
true,  the  only  reafon.  Every  friend 
to  his  country  mult  therefore  with, 
that  this  bar  to  the  fervices  of 
thofe  diffinguifhed  officers  might 
be  removed;  and  that  was  his 
own  motive  for  the  enquiry  which 
he  propofed  after  the  holidays  ;  an 
enquiry,  he  faid,  which  was  effen- 
tial  to  the  navy,  and  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he 
did  not  care  how  foon  the  threat¬ 
ened  enquiry  was  brought  on  ;  he 
was  ready  to  meet  it  fully  and 
frankly,  to  join  iffue  with  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  and  to  go 
into  en  inveftigaiion  of  the  merits 
without  referve.  As  to  that  fen- 
tence  of  a  court  martial  which 
pronounced,  that  the  perfon  who 
preferred  a  charge  againft  Mr. 
Keppel,  was  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accufer,  he  fhould  only  for  the 
prefent  obferve,what  he  had  here¬ 
tofore,  and  fhould  again  fay  more 
at  large,  that  the  court  martial 
was  convened  for  the  purpofe  of 
trying  Mr.  Keppel,  and  not  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  ;  they  had  a  regu¬ 
lar  charge  fubmitted  to  their  con- 
fideration  and  decifion  againft  the 
one,  and  they  had  no  charge  what¬ 
ever  before  them  againft  the  other; 
in  pronouncing  therefore  fentence 
upon  the  motives  of  the  accuffir, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of 
their  jurifdiction,  and  had  con¬ 
demned  a  man  unheard,  without 
any  form  of  trial,  and  without  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  enter  upon  hi$ 
defence. 

As  to  the  late  promotion  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  which  was  held 
out  as  ihe  principal  ground  of  the 
propofed  enquiry,  the  charge,  he 

Lid 
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faid,  was  not  to  be  directed  folely 
againft  the  fir  ft;  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  for  he  avowed  his  own  full 
ihare  in  the  tranfaCiion,  faid  that 
others  of  the  king’s  fervants  were 
likewife  concerned,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  defend  and  fupport 
the  meal ure  in  that  houfe,  when¬ 
ever  it  ftiould  he  agitated.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  dwelt 
much  upon  the*  fentence  of  the 
court  martial  which  tried  Sir  Hugh 
Pat.li.fcr,  and  inferred,  that  it  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  bare  acquital. 
He  law  the  matter  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  point  of  view.  What  were 
the  words  of  the  former  part  of  it  ? 

~ “  T  hat  the  court  having  taken 
Ci  the  whole  of  the  evidence  into 
<c  confideration,  both  on  the  part 
“  of  the  profecution,  as  well  as 
“  in  favour  of  the  prifoner,  were 
*£  of  opinion,  fo  far  from  the  con- 
t£  du£t  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  be- 
tf£  mg  reprehenfible  on  the  27th 
6i  and  28th  of  July,  that  in  ma- 
“  ny  parts  thereof,  it  appeared 
<£  exemplary  and  highly  merito- 
4£  rious.” 

If  he  underftood  the  meaning  of 
the  word  meritorious,  according 
to  its  true  acceptation,  it  fignified 
in  this  inftance,  that  an  officer 
whofe  conduct  had  been  declared, 
after  a  moft  itrict  fcrutiny,  to  have 
been  highly  meritorious,  was  an 
officer  who  deferved  reward;  and 
that  exemplary  conduct  meant  fuch 
conduct  as  was  a  proper  example 
for  other  officers  to  follow,  and  a 
fit  object  for  imitation.  Under 
this,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  true  aed  natural  reading  of  the 
fentence,  Sir  Hugh  Palli'er  was 
undoubtedly  an  object  of  reward, 
and  after  his  conduct  had  been  de¬ 
clared  highly  meritorious  ami 
exemplary,  adminiitratiou  would 
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have  been  criminally  culpable,  if 
they  had  neglected  to  give  him  a 
fuitable  reward. 

He  called  upon  gentleman  par¬ 
ticularly  to  recoliett  the  peculiar 
circumitances  that  rendered  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer’s  acquittal  more 
than  commonly  honourable  to  him  ? 
Pet  thetn  call  to  mind  the  arts 
that  were  ufed  to  fet  the  public  in 
a  flame  againft  him  previous  to  his 
trial ;  and  the  pains  that  were  tak¬ 
en  to  run  him  down,  to  render  him 
the  objeCt  of  uni  verbal  indignation  ; 
and  that  tbefe  endeavours  were  at 
length  fo  fuccefsfu1,  that  he  be¬ 
came  an  object  of  commiferatiori 
and  pity  even  with  iome  benevo¬ 
lent  gentlemen  of  the  oppofition, 
who  humanely  did  not  wifih  that 
he  fbould  be  brought  to  a  trial, 
under  fuch  a  load  of  public  odium 
and  prejudice-.  And  let  it  alio  be 
recollefted  that  it  was  under  thefe 
circumitances,  that,  confcious  of 
his  innocence,  he  boldly  demand¬ 
ed,  and  perfevered  in  his  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  trial,  which  was  brought 
on  entirely  at  his  own  requeft. 
And  muff  not  every  difpafiionate 
man,  every  impartial  reader  of  the 
fentence,  confider  fuch  an  acquit¬ 
tal,  in  iuch  circumftances,  as  the 
moft  honourable  poilible  teftimo- 
nial  to  the  character  of  an  officer  ? 
And  could  the  king’s  minifters  do 
lefs,  confidently  with  their  duty, 
than  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to 
fuch  bufferings,  and  to  follow  up 
the  danger  of  being  purified  by 
flich  an  ordeal,  with  reward,  and 
with  honour  f 

He  feemed  to  make  verv  light 
of  many  fine  founding  words, 
which,  be  faid.  had  beep  ufed 
againft  admin ift ration  ;  but  which 
unfortunately  wanted  truth  for 
their  fupport.  And  as  to  the  enu¬ 
merate. 
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merared  lift  of  officers,  whofe  fer- 
vices  were  faid  to  be  witholden, 
through  their  want  ol  confidence 
in  the  good  faith  or  honesty  of  ad- 
miniflration,  furely,  if  the  faff 
were  real,  mipilters  could  be  con- 
fidered  as  no  better  than  bedla¬ 
mites,  if  they  employed  men  who 
held  fuch  opinions. 

Sir  Hugh  Palliler  read  a  long, 
and  feemingly  laboured,  manufcript 
defence  of  his  conduct.  It  held  out 
the  bitterefi;  complaints,  and  teem¬ 
ed  with  inventive,  againll  the  con* 
Ciudt  of  Admiral  Keppel,of thecourt 
martial  by  which  he  had  been  ac¬ 
quitted,  of  that  powerful  party  by 
which  he  had  been  himfelf  over¬ 
borne,  and  of  Mr.  Fox  in  parti¬ 
cular.  He  charged  all  his  mis¬ 
fortunes  and  oppreflioris  to  the 
power,  and  to  the  malevolent 
perfecution  of  that  party,  which 
itemed  (till  to  be  in  as  full  vigour 
as  ever.  He  catechized  Mr.  Fox 
with  a  great  number  of  interoga- 
tories  relative  to  the  practice  of 
the  courts  in  cafes  of  high  treafon, 
and  others,  of  parliament,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  and  of  courts  martial 
by  lea  and  land.  He  claimed  me¬ 
rit  from  his  moderation,  in  re¬ 
maining  for  fo  long  a  time  a  filent 
iufferer,  rather  than  to  increafe 
the  popular  difcontents,  and  the 
diffentions  of  the  navy  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  oppofe  a  party,  which 
he  acknowledged  was  too  ftrong 
for  him  to  contend  with.  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  confidered  his  ac¬ 
quittal  as  the  rnoft  honourable  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  life  ;  and  he  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  j  that  if  the  houfe 
fliould  think  an  enquiry  into  the 
two  courts  martial  neceflary,  he 
iliould  not  when  that  enquiry  was 
ever,  if  it  were  fairly  gone  into, 
Vol.  XXIV, 
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be  deemed  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accufer. 

Several  parts  of  the  new  gover¬ 
nor’s  detail,  and  particularly  the 
charges  which  he  made  again!!  the 
court  martial  that  tried  Mr.  Kep- 
pel,  were  examined  and  comment¬ 
ed  upon  by  that  Admiral,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  others;  but  by  none  with 
greater  ability,  or  lo  much  feve- 
rity,  as  by  Mr.  John  Townfhend. 
The  miniiiers  arguments  and  do- 
fltions  were  likewife  replied  to 
and  examined  ;  and  the  new  con- 
ftru&idn  which  he  put  upon  part 
ol  the  fentence  of  one  court  mar¬ 
tial,  the  adroitnefs  with  which  he 
palled  over  the  unfavourable  part 
of  the  lame,  and  the  little  atten¬ 
tion  he  paid  to  the  fentence  of 
another,  were  all  refpeftive^j 
brought  into  obfervatiom 

Tne  matter  being  brought  up  on 
the.  following  day,  Sir  Robert 
Smith  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  trial  and  fentence 
ol  the  court  martial  held  for  the 
trial  of  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Flughi 
Pallifer,  fliould  be  laid  before  the 
houle.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  and  among 
other  reafons  for  it  obferved,  that 
as  the  vice  admiral  had  on  the 
preceding  day  thought  proper  to 
read  to  the  houfe  a  long  narrative, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  arraign  the  juftice  of 
the  court  martial  which  had  ac¬ 
quitted  Admiral  Keppel,  and 
which  had  cenfured  his  accufer, 
he  law  clearly,  that  no  man  of 
honour  in  the  fervice,  would  be 
fate  in  doing  his  duty  as  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  court  martial  in  future, 
if  an  enquiry  was  not  immediate¬ 
ly  made  into  the  bufinefs.  The 
prefent  motion  would  open  the 
\*L]  way 
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way  to  that  enquiry.  He  a£ted 
folely  for  the  fake  of  juftice.  He 
was  much  averfe  to  any  retrofpeft 
into  matters,  which  had  already 
produced  fo  much  mifchief  to  the 
fervice,  and  of  courfe  to  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  fmce  minifters  had,  by 
bringing  the  vice  admiral  forward, 
given  occafion  for  reverting  to 
pad  tranfaftions,  he  thought  the 
whole  fhould  be  fully  enquired 
into  ;  at  the  fame  time  declaring, 
that  he  fhould  govern  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  by  what  appeared  to  be  the 
truth,  when  the  buftnefs  was  lifted 
to  the  bottom ;  If  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  court  martial  was 
warranted  in  pronouncing  the 
fentence  which  they  had  palfed, 
lie  fhould  give  his  vote  for  palling 
a  cenfure  on  the  vice  admiral, 
who  had  thus  publickly  arraigned 


the  other 
out,  that 


their  juftice ;  if  on 
hand,  it  fhould  come 
the  vice  admiral’s  complaints  were 
founded,  and  that  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  had  denied  him  juftice,  he 
fhould  fupport  any  proceeding 
againft  the  members  of  that  court, 
which  the  houfe  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per  to  adopt. — the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

An  unufually  early  p  ,  t 
receis  Look  place.  1  he 
Houfe  of  commons  adjourned  on 
the  following  day  to  the  twenty- 
third  of  January. 

No  public  bufinefs  of  any  con- 
fequence  was  tranfadted  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  before  the  recefs. 
That  houfe  adjourned  on  the 
27th  of  November  to  the  25th  of 
January . 


CHAP. 


IX. 


Declaration  of  nxetr  againjl  Holland,  and  Ziojli lilies  commenced.  Me/ag* 

from  the  throne .  Debates  on  the  Dutch  war.  Addrefs  nior  sd  by  the 
minifter.  Amendment  moved  by  Lord  John  Carvendifh.  The  amendment 
rejeded  upon  a  dine ifo n ,  fe c 0 n d  amendment  by  Lord  Mahon  rejeded ,  and 
the  original  addrefs  p  tiffed.  Addrefs  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by 
Lord  Stormont  ;  and  an  amendment  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  Unufual- 
iy  late  debate .  Amendment  rejeded  on  a  divifton,  Tvjo  Protefs.  Mr. 
Fox's  motion  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pa’lifer  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  Amendment  moved  by  the  minifter 9 
find  after  much  debate  carried  upon  a  divifion.  Mr.  Fox’s  concluding 
motion  evaded ,  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the  day.  India  affairs.  Com¬ 
plaints  againfl  the  fupreme  judicature  of  Bengal.  Two  petitions  from 
India ;  one ,  from  the  governor  general  and.  council  at  Calcutta  ;  the 
ether ,  from  the  Bntifh  fubjeds  refuting  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifja,. 
Seledt  committee  of  fijteen  ballotled  fvr ,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  the 
petitions. 


N  the  2Cth  of  December,  prevalence  of  a  faction  devoted  to 
1  780.  the  manifefto  and  de-  France,  from  thofe  wife  principles 
claration  of  war  againft  Holland  which  ufed  to  govern  the  republic, 
was  iftued  at  St.  James’s.  In  that  and  following  the  dictates  of  that 
piece  the  ftates  general  are  charg-  court,  with  having  adopted  a  po« 
ad  with  departing,  through  the  Jicy  deftruftive  of  the  friendlhip 
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which  had  fo  long  fuhfifted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  which 
was  fo  effential  to  the  interefts  of 
both. 

'1  he  circumftances  of  complaint 
and  refentment  are  then  enumerat¬ 
ed.  1  he  inattention  to  the  friend¬ 
ly  negociations  propofed  by  the 

Britifti  ambaffador. - Their  not 

fulfilling  the  mutual  and  perpetual 
defenfive  engagements  lolemnly 
eftabl ilhed  between  both  nations, 
and  not  even  giving  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  demands  on  that  fub- 

jeCt.  - - The  total  contempt  of 

thofe  treaties  lhewn,  in  their  ready 
promife  to  our  enemies  of  obferv- 
mg  a  neutrality.  —  Their  giving 
every  fecret  aftiftance  to  the  enemy, 
whilit  they  withheld  from  us  the 
fucccurs  which  they  were  bound  to 
furnifh. — And  their  taking  off  the 
inland  duties,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  facilitating  the  carriage  of  na¬ 
val  {lores  to  France.  —  The  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  the  American 
pirate,  Paul  Jones,  and  the  priva¬ 
teers  of  our  enemies  in  general  • 
and  the  endeavours  of  their  fub- 
jeCts,  in  concert  with  the  French, 
to  raife  up  enemies  to  England  in 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

But  the  principal  force  and  acu¬ 
men  of  the  manifefto,  feemed  to 
be  directed  againft  the  city  and 
miagiftracy  of  Amfterdam,  and 
againft  their  penfionary  Van  Ber- 
kel,  on  account  of  the  lately  dif co¬ 
vered  treaty  with  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  ;  the  refentment  being  only 
fecondary  to  the  dates  general, 
for  their  not  immediately  punifh- 
ing  that  violation  of  public  faith, 
and  national  infult  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  All  the  foregoing  caufes  of 
complaint,  fo  inconfiflent.  with  all 
good  faith,  and  fo  repugnant,  as 
it  was  faid,  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
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wifefl  part  of  the  Dutch  nation, 
arc  accordingly  aferibed  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  leading  magis¬ 
trates  of  that  city  ;  and  it  is  wiih- 
ed,  from  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  that  it  were  pcffi- 
ble  to  direCt  thofe  meafures  of  pub- 
lie  refentment  and  juftice  which 
were  now  to  be  purfued,  wholly 
againft  Amfterdam ;  but  this,  it 
is  obferved,  cannot  be,  unlefs  th« 
dates  general  will  immediately  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  city  fhall,  upon 
this  occafion,  receive  no  aftiftance 
from  them,  but  be  left  to  abide 
the  confequences  of  its  aggreftion. 

In  the  midft,  however,  of  all 
the  anger  attending  a  rupture  with 
old  friends,  a  door  for  future  ac¬ 
commodation  is  opened  towards 
the  end  of  the  manifefto.  After 
obferving,  that  whilft  Amfterdam 
is  buffered  to  prevail  in  the  general 
councils,  and  is  backed  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  date,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  refill  the  aggreftion  of  fo 
confiderable  a  part,  without  con¬ 
tending  with  the  whole  ;  it  is  then 
added. — “  But  we  are  too  fenfible 
“  of  the  common  interefts  01 
“  both  countries  not  to  remem 
“  ber,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  con- 
“  tell,  that  the  only  point  to  be 
“  aimed  at  by  us,  is  to  raife  a 
“  difpofition  in  the  councils  of 
“  the  republic,  to  return  to  their 
“  ancient  union,  by  giving  us 
“  that  fatisfaClion  for  the  pad, 
“  and  fecurity  for  the  future, 
<c  which  we  {ball  be  as  ready  to 
“  receive  as  they  can  be  to  offer, 
“  and  to  the  attainment  of  which. 
“  we  fhall  direCt  all  our  op^ra* 
“  tions.  We  mean  only  to  pro- 
“  vide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by 
“  defeating  the  dangerous  deffigns 
“  that  have  been  formed  againft 
“  us.  We  flail  ever  be  dif  pofed 
1*1]  a  2  t* 


1 64-*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  178 1. 


61  to  return  to  friendfhip  with 
4t  the  ftates  general,  when  they 
Sincerely  revert  to  that  fyftem 
6i  which  the  wifdom  of  their  an- 
“  ceftors  formed,  and  v/hich  has 
4‘  now  been  Subverted  by  a  power- 
ful  fadffon,  confpiring  with 
“  France  againft  the  true  interefts 
*-  of  the  republic,  no  lefs  than 
againft  thofe  of  Great  Bn- 
**  tain.”’ 

On  the  fame  day,  general  let¬ 
ters  of  marque  and  reprifal  v.  ere 
granted  againft  the  Dutch,  and 
their  Ships  in  the  different  ports 
were  ordered,  to  be  ftopped.  he 
appearances  of  vigour  and  Spirit 
generally  gratify  the  multitude, 
who  are  not  mmch  difpofed  to  look 
forward  to  conSequences,  and  are 
feldom  difpleafed  at  any  inereafe 
in  the  clattering  of  thofe  arms 
from  which  they  think  themfelves 
fecure.  Others  looked  forward  to 
the  expected  fpoils  of  a  Dutch 
War  ;  and  a  third  fort,  though  of 
a  very  different  call:  from  the  two 
former,  thought  the  war  a  right 
meafure,  upon  the  fuppofttion, 
that  Holland  could  do  us  lefs  pre¬ 
judice  in  an  open  conteft,  than  as 
a  fecret  enemy.  Many,  however, 
regretted  the  war,  not  only  as  it 
added  a  n few  enemy  to  the  tremen¬ 
dous  combination  already  formed 
againft  us,  but  from  a  perfuafion 
of  the  natural  connection  and  mu¬ 
tual  interefts  of  both  nations. 

Hofttlitieswer.e  foon  commenced. 
*TiVe  Princefs  Caroline,  a  Dutch 
maff  of  war  of  ^4  guns  and  300 
mer L  on  her  way  through  the 
Channel  from  Amfterdam  to  IJf- 
bon, f  was  taken,  after  a  Short  ac¬ 
tion/  by  the  Bellona  man  of  wTar. 
AndSin  a  few  days  after,  Captain 
ElphAnfton,  in  the  Warwick  of  30 
guns,  with  a  crew  young  in  Ssr- 


vice,  moftly  (preffed  men,  or  land¬ 
men)  and  greatly  reduced  m  num¬ 
ber  by  the  manning  of  Several 
Dutch  merchantmen,  fell  in  with 
the  Rotterdam,  of  equal  metal 
and  3 go  men,  which  he  1110ft  gal¬ 
lantly  attacked  and  took,  A  large 
Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman,  outward 
bound,  with  a  number  of  other 
merchant  ihips,  were  taken  within 
a  few  days. 

A  meffage  from  the  throne,  in¬ 
cluding  a  ill  or  t  account  of  the  rup¬ 
ture  with  Holland,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  manifefto,  and  a 
number  of  other  papers  relative  to 
that  event  were  pre-  T 
fented  by  Lord  North 
to  the  Houfeof  Com-  iy51* 
mons,  on  the  fecond  day  after  the 
recefs.  Mr.  Burke  took  up  the 
bufmefs  by  obferving,  that  how¬ 
ever  light  a  war  with  the  ftates  of 
Holland  might  be  in  the  opinions 
of  Some  men,  he  had  not  iorgot- 
ten  the  old  faftiioned  idea,  that 
going  to  war  was  rt  all  events,  a 
very  ferious  matt  ;r ;  a  matter 
which  nothing  but  great  neceffity 
could  juftify.  A*nd  then  taking 
notice  that  Several  papers  were  ft  ill 
wanting,  which  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  information  of  the 
houfe,  he  proceeded,  that  though 
for  want  of  the  proper  informa¬ 
tion,  the  juft-ice  of  the  war  perhaps 
could  not  be  entered  upon,  yet 
there  were  other  conftderations 
well  worth  their  attention.  Cir- 
eumitanced  as  we  were,  the  pru¬ 
dence  and  policy  of  the  war,  were 
not  lefs  important  points  than  its 
inftice.  Since  therefore  mlniftry 
by  precipitating  into  the  war,  had 
reduced  parliament  (which  they 
feemed  to  have  adjourned  for  the 
very  purpofe)  to  the  alternative  of 
Supporting  that  war  at  all  events, 
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o r  of  becoming  liable  to  the  charge 
of  abandoning  the  caufe  of  their 
country-,  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  lay  ample  proof  before  the 
lioufe,  that  the  war  was  prudent, 
or  at  lead  unavoidably  neceffary. 

He  farther  added,  that  the  pa¬ 
per  now  before  them,  and  dated  in 
the  manifedo  under  the  title  of  a 
treaty,  was,  in  the  exprefs  terms 
of  it,  only  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  or 
the  rough  draught  of  a  cohipaft 
hereafter  to  be  entered  into  be¬ 
tween  the  intended  contracting 
parties.  Hewiilied  to  know  from 
the  king’s  fervants,  whether  they 
had  obtained  a  copy  of  any  treaty 
actually  entered  into  and  execut¬ 
ed  ?  That  draught  before  them, 
as  far  as  they  knew,  was  no  more 
than  a  fpeculative  eBay,  a  mere 
contemplative  projeft ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  on  the  face  of  things,  no 
jud Table  or  affignable  ground  of 
hodility.  He  dwelt  much  upon 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  which 
lie  reprefented  to  be  fuch,  as  re¬ 
quired  prudence  and  moderation, 
indead  of  hade  and  violence.  That 
we  ought  rather  to  diffemble  and 
connive  at  fome  real  injuries,  than 
by  forced  and  condructive  ones, 
perhaps  to  create,  and  certainly  to, 
accelerate  enmities.  That  when 
war  was- become  as  infupportable  as 
peace  was  neceffary,  it  was  a  kind 
oi  madn  fs  to  aggravate  the  one 
and  obftruft  the  other,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  new  and  oowerfu!  party 
into  the  conteft. 

The  minider  declared,  that  he 
confidered  a  war.  at  all  times  as 
a  matter  of  yreat  ferioufnefs  i  but 
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that  it  was  more  particularly  fo 
in  theprefent  cafe,  of  entering  into 
a  war,  that  fufpended  an  alliance 
and  friendfhip  formed  on  that 
brpacl  line  of  policy,  which  origi- 
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nally  pointed  it  out,  and  has  been 
a  fource  of  great  benefit  to  both 
parties.  That  it  was  not  there¬ 
fore,  as  his  majedy  had  declared 
in  his  meifage,  without  the  deep¬ 
ed  regret,  that  he  felt  himfelf 
under  an  indifpenfible  neceffity  of 
commencing  hodilities  againd  the 
united  dates  of  Holland,  who.  in 
open  violation  of  treaties,  had  re¬ 
filled  to  give  Great  Britain  that 
aihdance,  die  is  entitled  to  claim 
when  attacked  by  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  ;  who  had,  in  direft  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  of  nations,  for  a 
long  time  perfided  in  furn idling 
France  with  warlike  dores  $  and  at 
length  had  thought  proper  to 
countenance  the  magidracy  of 
Amderdam  in  their  unprecedented 
infult  upon  this  country,  by  en¬ 
tering  into  a  treaty  with  the  rebel¬ 
lious  colonies  of  North  America ; 
who  were  the  iubjefts  of  a  power, 
united  in  the  drifted  bands  of 
amity  and  frienddiip  with  that  re¬ 
public.  He  then  dated  the  ftipu- 
lations  of  mutual  adidance  in  the 
treaties  between  both  countries  ; 
faid,  that  Great  Britain  had  invio¬ 
lably  preferved  her  faith  at  all 
times  with  Holland  ;  had,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  claim  from  the  dates, 
fent  over  ten  thoufand  of  her 
troops  there  ;  and  diewn  herfelf 
upon  every  occafion  ready  to  per¬ 
form  all  the  conditions  to  which 
ihe  had  made  herfelf  liable.  Af¬ 
ter  which  he  entered  into  a  detail 
of  the  provocations  given  to  Great 
Britain,  and  of  the  more  particu¬ 
lar  offenfive  parts  of  the  conduft 
of  the  dates  general  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  American  re¬ 
bellion. 

It  might  well  be  afked,  he  faid, 
why  miniders  had  not  fooner  a- 
dopted  drong  meafures,  upon  fufti 
[*ZJ  3  repeated 
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repeated  provocations,  and  fo  long- 
continued  a  violation  of  faith  in 
refilling  to  fulfil  the  abfolute  con¬ 
ditions  of  treaties,  which  had  been 
fo  folemnly  eftablifhed  and  con¬ 
firmed  ?  The  only  anfwer  to  be 
given,  he  faid,  was,  their  extreme 
imwillingnefs  to  come  to  a  rupture 
with  Holland,  and  their  hope, 
that  the  hates  would  yet  do  juhice, 
by  complying  with  their  folemn 
obligations.  They  could  not  bring 
themfelves  to  imagine,  that  Hol¬ 
land  could  be  fo  blinded  by  any 
arts  of  an  infidious  and  treacher¬ 
ous  power,  the  natural,  enemy  of 
both  countries,  as  to  abandon  her 
antient,  natural,  and  beft  ally, 
and  thereby  her  own  interefts  and 
fecurity,  by  aflihing  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  the  unjuft  war  which 
they  had  commenced  againft  Great 
Britain.  The  Britiili  miniftry  had 
done  all  in  their  power  to  bring 
the  hates  to  a  true  fenfe  of  their 
intereft,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
ihew  them  the  regard  and  tender- 
nefs  of  this  country  for  that  repub¬ 
lic  ;  and  when  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe  obliged  them  to  feize  on 
Dutch  iliips  carrying  ftores  to 
France,  they  paid  the  full  value 
for  the  cargoes,  and  returned  the 
Blips,  fo  that  neither  the  [private 
merchant,  the  private  adventurer, 
nor  the  hates  had  buffered.  France 
only  had  felt  the  meafure,  by  her 
being  deprived  of  that  affiftance 
which  the  freights  would  have  giv¬ 
en  her. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke’s  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  treaty  before  them 
was  nothing  more  than  a  contem¬ 
plative  project,  the  minifter  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  had  been  actually 
figned  and  fealed,  the  names  of 
the  Penhonary  of  Amfterdam,  and 
of  M.-  de  Neufville,  a  merchant 
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and  burgefs  of  that  city,  being 
fubferibed  to  it  on  the  part  of  that 
rhagiftracy,  and  the  name  of  John 
Lee,  as  commiifioner  or  agent  for 
the  Congrefs  of  America;  but  it 
made  very  little  difference  in  the 
fcale  of  offence,  conftdenng  the 
connections  between  the  two  ftates, 
whether  fuch  a  treaty  was  fully 
ratified  and  confummated,  or  only 
in  progreffton.  But  to  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  queftion,  it 
was  only  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  ftates  general  refufed  to  pay 
any  attention  (fo  far  as  a  con¬ 
temptuous  filence  might  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  refufal)  to  the  requ  li¬ 
tmus  made  in  his  majefty’s  name 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  for  fatisfac- 
tion,  by  taking  proper  notice  of 
the  conduCt  of  the  Penhonary  Van 
Berkel,  and  his  affociates  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  that  fo  far  from 
difavowing  the  faCt,  or  attempt¬ 
ing  to  palliate  it,  the  principal 
magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  not 
only  avowed  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  but  gloried  in  it  ;  and  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  even  to  the  hates 
general,  that  what  they  had  done, 
was  what  their  indifpenfible  duty 
required. 

He  lamented,  he  faid,  the  ne- 
celfity  of  a  war  with  Holland, 
but  it  was  an  unavoidable  mea¬ 
fure.  The  fttuation  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  he  acknowledged  to  be  truly 
alarming  ;  but  when  he  confider- 
ed  the  hand  that  had  been  already 
made,  againft  the  mod  powerful 
confederacy  that  had  ever  been 
formed,  againft  Great  Britain,  the 
little  fuccefs  the  enemies  of  this 
country  had  met  with  in  their  va¬ 
rious  attempts  againft  us,  and  the 
Ipirit  and  refources  of  the  nation, 
he  confeffed  he  could,  not  perceive 
that  gloomy  and  uncomfortable 
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pro^peft  of  things,  which  had 
been  deicribed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him. 
Our  difficulties  were  certainly 
great,  but  he  trufted  they  were  by 
no  means  infuperable.  He  was 
neither  deflrous  of  concealing  their 
magnitude,  nor  afraid  to  meet 
them,  great  as  they  muft  be 
acknowledged  ;  becaufe  he  was 
convinced,  that  when  the  force  of 
this  country  was  fully  exerted,  it 
was  equal  to  the  conteft  ;  and  that 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  an 
honourable  and  juft  peace,  was  to 
fhew  ourfelves  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  war  with  fpirit  and  vi¬ 
gour. 

In  taking  notice  of  what  Mr. 
Burke  had  faid  relative  to  the  ad¬ 
journment,  he  declarad,  that  it 
would  have  been  as  agreeable  to 
him  that  the  houfe  had  fat  out  the 
whole  intermediate  time  as  not  ; 
that  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
at  all,  or  the  time  of  its  com¬ 
mencement,  were  matters  by  no 
means  fo  clear  within  the  view  of 
the  king’s  fervants,  as  to  render 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  ftate  the 
fituation  of  affairs  to  parliament, 
as  a  reafon  for  their  continuing 
aide m bled  during  the  cuftomary 
feafon  of  a  recefs,  which,  he  knew, 
would  for  various  reafonsbe  high¬ 
ly  inconvenient.  The  laft  efficient 
canfe  of  the  rupture,  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  dates,  was  not  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  until 
after  the  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  moved  an 
add  refs  of  thanks  for  his  majefty’s 
moft  gracious  meffage  ;  with  an 
affurance  of  the  fincere  part  which 
they  took  in  the  concern  and  re¬ 
gret  his  majefty  exprefl’ed,  for  the 
unavoidable  neceffity  of  hoftde 
meafures  againft  the  antient  friends 
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and  natural  allies  of  his  king¬ 
doms  ;  an  acknowledgement,  in  the 
warmeft  fentiments  of  gratitude, 
of  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of 
his  conduct,  in  uftng  every  endea¬ 
vour  with  the  ftates  general,  to 
avoid  proceeding  to  extremities ; 
and  the  fulleft  affurance  that,  with 
a  firm  and  determined  refolution, 
they  will  fupport  him  againft  all 
his  enemies,  in  the  prcfecution  of 
this  juft  and  neceffary  war,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  in- 

terefts  of  his  people. - The  mi- 

nifter  clofed  his  motion  with  an 
obfervation,  that  the  addrefs  was 
drawn  up  in  language  the  moft 
proper  for  the  houle  to  adopt,  and 
he  therefore  moved  it. 

The  motion  was  feconded  with 
fpirit  and  ability  by  Lord  Lewif- 
ham,  who  obferved  that  the  moll: 
wanton  wars  had  been  undertaken 
againft  Holland  in  thofe  periods, 
when  the  interefts  of  the  crown 
and  of  the  people  were  di  inch 
and  different  in  this  country  ; 
thence,  he  faid,  in  the  infamous 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  they 
had  not  been  more  frequently  than 
unjuftly  commenced.  But  in  the 
prefent  reign,  when  the  interefts 
of  the  king  and  of  the  people 
were  one  and  the  fame,  no  rupture 
upon  thofe  principles  could  take 
place  ;  and  the  war  now  com¬ 
menced  againft  Holland  was  fo  far 
from  bein^  wanton  or  unjuftifiable, 
that  it  would  appear,  even  from 
a  flight  view  of  the  conduct  on 
both  Tides,  to  be  a  war  of  unavoid¬ 
able  neceffity  on  th  epart  of  Great 
Britain.  He  attributed  to  the 
baneful  influence  of  French  gold, 
that  treacherous  conduct  which  he 
aferibed  to  the  Dutch;  faid  it  was 
better  to  whave  to  deal  with  an 
[*£,]  4  .  open 
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open  enemy,  than  with  a  treach¬ 
erous  friend;  and  declared,  that 
he  wiihed  not  to  live  to  fee  that 
day,  when  this  country  fhould  be 
obliged  to  put  up  with  thofe  in- 
fults,  which  her  honour  called 
upon  her  to  refent? 

The  apology  made  by  the  mE 
nifter,  with  refpeX  to  the  adjourn¬ 
ment,  did  not  by  any  means  lef- 
fen  the  feverity  of  oppofition  on 
that  fubjeX,  The  minifters,  they 
faid,  had  every  year  fome  work 
upon  their  hands,  which  they  did 
not  chufetodo  in  the  face  of  par¬ 
liament.  It  had  been  their  fre¬ 
quent  practice  to  fettle  matters  of 
the  firil  importance  during  the 
holidays,  and  when  the  houfe  fnet 
after  the  recefs,  then  to  call  upon 
parliament  to  iupport  them  under 
all  the  confequences  of  their  ill 
conduct.  In  this  manner  the  houfe 
had  been  led  into  the  American 
war,  that  fource  of  all  our  cala¬ 
mities  ;  in  this  manner  the  treaty 
was  ftolen  between  America  and 
France,  without  the  poffibility  of 
their  timely  interference  ;  in  like 
manner  the  minifters  announced 
the  French,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  Spanilh  refcript  ;  and 
now  they  come  to  declare  that 
they  have  commenced  war  with 
Holland,  our  old  and  our  natural 

allv 

Thus,  year  after  year,  had  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
come  down  to  inform  the  houfe  of 
tome  new  enemy  ;  but  in  that 
whole  courfe  of  time,  he  never 
-once  brought  them  the  welcome 
news  of  our  having  gained  a  new 
ally,  The  prefent  minifters  had 
exploded  the  old  fyftem  of  conti¬ 
nental  connexions ;  they  abandon¬ 
ed  the  continent,  and  molt  unfor¬ 
tunately,  as  we  now  experience. 


the  continent,  in  return,  lias  a- 
bandoned  us.  In  thofe  glorious 
and  happy  days,  when  our  affairs 
were  conducted  by  Whig  mini¬ 
fters,  and  upon  true  Whig  princi¬ 
ples,  we  had  the  better  half  of 
Europe  fighting  by  our  fide,  in 
pulling  down  the  power,-  and 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  But  where  now  are 
our  allies  ?  We  have  adopted  an 
oppoilte  fyftem  of  principles,  and 
are  abandoned  by  all  the  world. 
Idolland,  our  natural,  our  moft 
refpeXable,  and  at  length  our  on¬ 
ly  ally,  is  forced  into  the  arms  of 
Bourbon.  Are  thefe  the  benefits 
for  which  we  are  to  return  thanks 
to  the  crown. 

They  denied  the  necefiity  of  the 
war  with  Holland.  We  loft  Hol¬ 
land,  faid  they,  by  our  arrogance. 
By  that  domineering,  infolent  fpi- 
rit  through  which  we  loft  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  has  united  half 
Europe  againft  us  in  an  armed 
neutrality.  The  haughty  memo¬ 
rial  of  1777,  which  is  fo  cautioufly 
kept  back  from  the  houfe  by  the 
minifters,  they  urged,  was  juftly 
obferved  by  the  ftates  general,  to 
hold  language  not  fitting  to  be  of-? 
fered  to  or  received  by  any  inde¬ 
pendent  ftate.  It  was  not  poffible 
that  any  Hollander,  who  felt  as 
he  ought  to  do  for  the  honour  of 
his  country,  fhould  not  refent 
fiich  a  public  irffult.  France, 
and  the  French  party  in  Holland, 
naturally  and  not  unfairly,  took 
the  advantage  of  this  temper. 
You  fee,  faid  they,  the  treatment 
you  receive  from  your  boafted 
friends  and  protestors.  Too 
much  fucce's  has  changed  the 
nature,  or  perhaps  only  ex- 
pofed  to  view  the  real  difpo- 
lition,  of  thofe  haughty  iftand- 
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ers.  Inftead  of  being  the  aflertors 
of  liberty,  as  they  fo  often  and  fo 
vainly  pretended,  they  are  not  on¬ 
ly  endeavouring  to  enflave  their 
own  people,  but  they  would  be¬ 
come  the  opprefTors  and  tyrants  of 
mankind.  If  they  hold  this  lan¬ 
guage,  in  the  midft  of  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  war,  to  yon,  their  old 
friends  and  allies,  what  would  it 
be  if  they  were  fuccefsful  ?  if  they 
fuceeeded  in  fruftrating  the  gene¬ 
rous  views  of  France  in  favour  of 
the  Americans,  and  in  eft abli filing 
that  univerfal  dominion  which  they 
have  long  had  the  effrontery  to 
claim  over  the  ocean  ? 

The  reign  of  Charles  II.  they 
faid,  was  fufficiently  infamous. 
But  they  thought  the  obfervation 
rather  unlucky  at  the  prefent  time. 
We  had  loft  more,  in  a  few  years, 
through  the  prefent  mmifters,  than 
bv  the  whole  race  of  Stuarts.  The 
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mifchiefs  brought  on  by  the  Stuarts 
were  fpeedily  repaired  by  a  happy 
revolution.  But  the  mifchiefs 
brought  on  by  the  prefent  mini- 
fters  are  irreparable.  The  preva¬ 
lence  of  a  faction  in  Holland  was 
attributed  to  the  influence  of 
French  gdld ;  it  would  be  happy 
if  the  influence  of  French  gold, 
or,  which  was  the  fame  thing, 
Englifh  gold,  operating  in  French 
interefts,  did  not  prevail,  much 
nearer  the  capital  of  Great  Britain. 
But  whv  was  not  fome  of  that  gold 
fent  over  to  counterafl  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  French  ? 

The  noble  minifter  complained, 
that  the  Dutch  had  broken  the 
treaties  fubflfting  with  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  had  'proper  means  been 
ufed  to  induce  them  to  abide  bv 
thofe  treaties  ?  Was  the  noble  lord 
to  be  informed,  that  treaties  never 
bqtjnd  any  nation  in  oppoftrion  to 


ftrong' paftions  or  intereft?  Had 
any  pains  been  taken  to  keep 
thofe  of  Holland  on  our  fide  ? 
Was  not  our  conduct  in  numerous 
inftances  the  direct  reverfe?  When 
we  were  throwing  away  the  Ame¬ 
rican  commerce,  were  we  fo  blind 
as  not  to  fee,  that  its  advantages 
would  be  eagerly  grafped  at  by 
other  nations  ?  Could  we  imagine 
that  a  people,  wholly  commercial, 
would  not  fooner  or  later  follow 
the  example  of  others,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  partake  of  tho^e  advan¬ 
tages  ?  We  fliould  either  have  ta-* 
ken  meafures  to  provide  for  cr  to 
prevent  this  effeft ;  or  we  fliould 
have  refrained  from  the  frantic 
meafures  which  tended  to  produce 
it. 

They  obferved,  that  when 
France  was  confidered  as  the  moft 
formidable  power  in  Europe,  the 
nations  on  all  fldes  confederated 
againft  her.  We  ourfelves  took 
the  lead  in  that  confederaev.  We 
fliould  have  derived  wifdom  from 
that  example,  in  -which  we  had  fo 
great  a  fliare ;  and  when  this 
country  rofe  to  an  envied  and 
alarming  pitch  of  greatnefs,  a  juft 
apprehenflon  of  a  fimiliar  hoftile 
confederacy  fliould  have  taught 
us  juftice,  moderation,  and  wif¬ 
dom.  But  fo  far  were  we  from 
adopting  fuch  a  prudential  mode 
of  conduct,  that  the  pride  and  am 
rogrmce  of  our  councils  difgufted 
or  alarmed  all  mankind,  and  dif- 
pofed  them  to  any  combination^ 
whether  for  the  leflening  of  our 
power,  or  the  punifhing  of  our 
infoler.ee.  In  that  ftate  of  things 
the  Britifli  minifters,  equally  blind 
to  our  filiation,  and  deaf  to  all 
remonftrar.ee  and  reafon,  precip1- 
tated  us  headlong  into  the  Ame- 
rican  war;  thereby,  through  the 
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pity  and  indignation  which  it  ex¬ 
cited,  and  the  weaknefs  which  their 
miferable  incapability  of  conduct¬ 
ing  it  caufed  and  revealed,  not  on¬ 
ly  increaflng  the  general  difpoftti- 
on  of  ill-will,  but  giving  the  full- 
ell  and  mo  ft  unhoped  for  effeCt  to 
*  the  combination. 

It  had  often,  as  they  laid,  been 
urged  by  tbe  fupporters'  of  minif- 
trv,  that  it  was  vain  and  fuper- 
fluous  to  enquire  by  what  means  the 
difficulties  of  our  fituation  had  a- 
rifen,  the  only  matter  of  confide- 
ration  or  enquiry  being,  by  what 
means  we  fhould  extricate  our- 
felves  ?  Events  have  fufficiently 
confuted  that  reafoning.  For  if 
we  had  inveftigated  the  caufes, 
and  punilhed  the  authors  of  the 
American  war,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  involve  us  fuc- 
ceffively  in  thofe  with  France  and 
Spain.  If  we  had  thus  enquired, 
we  fhould  have  avoided  the  war 
with  Holland.  While  it  is  polfr- 
ble  to  add  one  more  to  the  number 
of  our  enemies,  until  all  reafon 
for  exertion  is  fuperfeded  by  utter 
defpair,  the  reafons  for  enquiry 
will  continue  in  full  force.  The 
fir  ft  ftep  towards  advancing  our 
affairs,  is  to  prevent  them  from 
declining.  As  this  cannot  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  inveftigating  and 
removing  the  caufe  of  the  progref- 
ftve  declenfton  of  our  profperity, 
ithe  retrofpeCt  now  recommended, 
fo  far  from  impeding,  is.  effential 
to  the  efficacy  of  all  our  future  ex¬ 
ertions. 

The  mmifter  warmly  relented, 
and  indeed  much  more  fo  than  he 
had  done  upon  former  occaftons, 
the  charge  of  a  change  of  politi¬ 
cal  fyftem,  of  abandoning  conti¬ 
nental  connections,  and  of  our 
being  therefore  abandaned  by  all 


our  allies.  He  faid,  no  man  could 
be  a  warmer  enthuftaft  in  refpeCt 
to  the  Whig  principles  and  fyftem 
of  King  William’s  reign,  than 
he  was  himfelf :  no  man  could 
willi  more  eagerly  for  continental 
alliances,  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  and  in  purfuit  of  the  fame 
fyftem,  which  then  prevailed  or 
was  adopted.  The  Whig  fyftem 
ot  that  reign  was  the  direCt  line 
of  conduCt  now  purfued.  The 
objeCt  of  all  that  king’s  wars,  and 
indeed  of  his  life,  was  to  check 
the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  and  to  preferve  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe.  What  are 
we  fighting  for  at  this  moment  ? — • 
the  very  fame  objeCt.  But  it  is 
faid  that  we  have  no  allies,  doe? 
that  prove  that  we  do  not  purfue 
the  fyftem  of  King  William’s 
reign?  If  we  have  no  allies,  it 
only  proves  that  we  have  not  all 
the  advantages  of  that  fyftem : 
advantages  that  are  incidental, 
that  depend  on  time,  on  circum- 
ftances,  on  that  infinite  variety  of 
events,  which  deftroy  all  poflibility 
of  perfeCt  parallel  in  hiftory. 

The  policy  of  Europe,  he  faid, 
had  unfortunately  changed  of  late 
years ;  and  Holland,  though  her 
ruin  mufl  inevitably  follow  that  of 
Great  Britain,  if  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fueceeded,  rejects  the 
old  policy  and  adopts  the  new 
one  ;  die  is  no  longer  the  friend 
and  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  but 
has  joined  France,  and  broke  her 
faith  with  this  country.  Great 
Britain  had  uniformly  adhered  to 
her  old  fyftem,  and  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  her  treaties, 
whenever  her  allies  were  attacked, 
and  claimed  her  afliftance.  Un¬ 
fortunately  for  Great-Britain,  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  had  not 
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ft&ed  with  equal  fidelity.  He  de¬ 
clared  he  was  firmly  perfuaded, 
that,  had  the  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  had  King  William’s  and 
Queen  Anne’s  Whig  minifters, 
been  now  alive,  and  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  our  national  fituation 
would  have  been  exactly  the  fame 
that  it  is  at  this  moment. 

He  juftified  the  memorial  of 
1777,  (to  which  the  prefent  rup¬ 
ture  was  attributed  by  the  fpeakers 
on  the  other  tide)  by  the  circum- 
ftances  which  produced  it,  and 
by  the  ffcate  of  public  affairs  at  the 
time.  He  denied  that  the  war 
with  Holland  had  been  made  or 
fought  for  by  the  minifters ;  on 
the  contrary,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  adverfe  to  their  incli¬ 
nations.  The  Dutch  had  provok¬ 
ed  the  war.  He  trufted  he  had 
proved  that  they  had  taken  a  de¬ 
cided  part  againft  this  country, 
and  had  thrown  themfelves  into 
the  hands  of  France.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  and  when  it  was 
evident,  from  the  anfwer  of  the 
itates-general  to  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
that  they  only  meant  to  gain  time 
and  trifle  with  Great  Britain,  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  have 
loft  a  moment,  or  to  have  pauled 
upon  the  bufinefs ;  the  time  was 
arrived  when  our  interefts  and  our 
honour  were  equally  at  ftake,  and 
indecifion  would  have  been  no  lefs 
ruinous  than  fhameful.  So  far 
was  he  from  meaning  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  found  policy, 
which  for  fo  many  years  had  ce¬ 
mented  an  union  between  this 
country  and  Holland,  that  after  all 
that  happened,  if  he  faw  France 
turn  her  arms  againft  Holland, 
and  attempt  to  deftroy  the  liberty 
of  the  United  States,  be  fliould 
flill  confider  it  as  a  Bntiih  cau’e, 


and  a<St  as  if  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
minfter  had  never  been  violated. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
that  the  application  to  Holland 
for  furniftiing  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaties,  was,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  exceeding¬ 
ly  improper,  ill-judged,  and  im¬ 
politic.  That  the  ltates-general, 
in  not  complying  with  the  requisi¬ 
tion,  had  not  only  a£ted  wifely, 
under  the  circumftances  of  the 
time,  but  had  done  us,  in  fpite 
of  ourlelves,  a  very  great  fervice. 
For  what,  faid  they  would  have 
been  the  immediate  confequence, 
if  they  had  lurniilied  the  20  fhips 
of  war,  and  the  6000  troops, 
which  they  were  bound  to  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftminfter?  Why,  that 
Holland  would  have  been  immedi¬ 
ately  invaded,  and  probably  over¬ 
run,  by  a  powerful  French  army  ; 
that  fhe  muft  then  not  only  have 
withdrawn  her  own  fuccours,  but 
muft  have  demanded  from  us  a 
much  greater  force*,  which  we  were 
bound  by  the  fame  treaty  to  furnifli 
for  her  defence.  But  that  would 
not  have  been  all  ;  for  as  our  fate 
would  have  been  involved  in  the 
prefervation  of  Holland,  we  muft, 
overborne  as  we  already  were, 
have  encountered  the  whole  force 
of  France,  in  a  land  war,  upon 
her  own  borders.  Had  we  a  ftngle 
ally  that  would  have  fupported  us 
in  the  unequal  conteft  ?  At  a  time 
too  when  our  armies  were  difper- 
fed  all  over  the  globe,  and  either 
wafted  in  the  American  war,  or 
Derilhing  under  tne  rigours  of  a 
tropical  fun.  Every  body  knows 
what  the  ftate  of  Holland  is  in  the 
prefent  day,  with  refpeff  to  her 
own  military  force. 

The  oppofition  in  general  re¬ 
probated  the  war  with  Holland  as 
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being  in  the  prefent  degree,  in 
our  prelent  fituation,  imprudent, 
impolitic,  and  dangerous ;  others 
went  farther,  and  confidered  it  no 
lefs  unjuft  than  impolitic ;  and  a 
few  only  Hood  upon  the  defedt  of 
information  on  which  to  found 
any  decided  opinion,  and  there¬ 
fore  obje'dled  to  their  binding 
themfelyes  by  the  propofed  ad¬ 
drefs,,  until  matters  were  more 
clearly  explained  and  underfirood. 
It  was  probably  in  order  to  unite 
thefe  opinions,  that  the  amendment 
moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendifh, 
propofed  only,  that  the  regret  ex- 
prelled  by  thehoufe  for  the. un avoid¬ 
able  necejfity  of  hofli!itiesy  fhould  be 
applied  limply  to  the  war  wi  th  Hol¬ 
land,  by  the  omilfion  of  the  four 
laft  words,  and  the  fubftitution  of 
the  word  rupture ,  in  their  (lead. 
He  at  the  fame  time  gave  notice, 
that  if  this  was  agreed  to,  he 
fhou’d  follow  it  up  with  another 
amendment,  the  purport  of  which 
was  to  be,  that  the  houfe  would 
take  the  papers  before  them  into 
confideration,  and  if  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  war  with  Holland 
was  unavoidably  neceffary,  they 
would  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  to 
fupport  it  with  effect. 

The  amendment  was  rejected 
upon  a  divilion,  by  a  majority  of 
180  to  ich.  Lord  Mahon  then 
moved  another  amendment,  corref- 
ponding  in.  fubftanee  and  effect 
y/ith  that  intended  by  Lord  John 
Cavendifh  in  cafe  the  find  had 
>  been  carried.  This  being  reject¬ 
ed  without  a  divifion,  the  mini¬ 
ster’s  addrefs  palled  in  its  original 
form. 

The  menage  from  the  throne, 
with  the  Dutch  papers,  were  on 
the  fame  day  prefented  to  the 
lords,  gnd  the  addrefs  moved  for. 


by  Lord  Stormont  •  where  the 
fubject  brought  out  no  lefs  debate 
than  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond,  after 
complaining  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  information  which  was  laid 
before  them,  and  receiving  no  an- 
fwer  from  the  noble  fecretary, 
whether  any  more  papers  were  in¬ 
tended  for  their  infpeCiion  •  then 
moved  for  another  addrefs,  which 
went  at  lead  to  operate  as  a  previ¬ 
ous  queftion  in  poftponing  the 
former,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
was,— —  that  copies  of  the  treaties 
lately  fubfifting  between  both  na¬ 
tions,  of  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty’s  in  ini  her  s  and 
his  late  ambalfador  at  the  Hague, 
and  of  all  memorials,  remonftran- 
ces,  requifitions,  anfwers,  or  other 
papers,  which  had  been  prefented 
to  or  received  from,  the  dates- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
fince  the  commencement  of  hodi- 
lities  with  the  North  American 
colonies,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  a 
rupture,  or  to  any^mriunderdand- 
ing  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  fhould  be  forthwith  laid 
before  that  houfe. 

The  debate  was  continued  to  an 
unufually  late  hour,  being  incum¬ 
bered  by  a -queftion  of  order,  which 
was  much  laboured  by  the  chan^- 
cellor  and  fome  of  the  court  lords, 
whether  any  other  matter  could 
properly  be  brought  forward  or 
difcuffed,  whild  a  meffage  from 
the  throne  was  under  confide  ra¬ 
tion,  and  until  the  anfwer  to  it 
was  returned  f  Other  parts  of  the 
debate  were  fufficiently  interedh 
ing,  and  abounded  with  political 
obfervation  and  knowledge.  The 
Conduct  of  the  Dutch  was  much 
more  feverely  treated  by  the  mini- 
ftefs  here  than  in  the  other  houfe  ; 
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find  th  ir  own  was  treated  with 
ilill  lefs  mercy  by  the  oppofttion. 
Nor  did  the  houfe  itfelf  efcape 
better.  Several  ol  the  lords  declar¬ 
ed,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  pre¬ 
sent  extraordinary  occafion  could 
have  brought  them  there;  and 
that  from  a  full  fenfe  and  long  ex¬ 
perience  of  that  irreliftible  corrupt 
influence,  which  rendered  every 
attempt  to  difcharge  their  parlia¬ 
mentary  duty  totally  ufelefs,  they 
were  determined  in  future  to  ab- 
ftain  entirely  from  coming  to  the 
houfe. 

Upon  a  divifton,  after  one  o* 
clock  in  the  morning,  the  Duke 
of  Richmond’s  motion  was  reject¬ 
ed,  by  the  very  great,  though  not, 
of  late  years,  very  unufual  majo¬ 
rity,  of  84,  including  16  proxies, 
to  19  lords,  without  any  proxy, 
who  fupported  the  motion. 

Two  protefts  were  entered  ;  the 
firft  a  ftrong  and  exceedingly  fe- 
vere  one,  figned  by  nine  lords ; 
the  other,  conceived  rather  in 
milder  tenns,  and  figned  by  eight. 
They  both,  however,  expreiFed 
the  ftrongeft  apprehenlions  of  the 
confequences  which  mull  enfue, 
both  to  our  foreign  and  domeftic 
affairs,  from  that  difpofition  which 
induced  minifters  to  denv,  and  the 
houfes  to  acquiefce  in  the  denial, 
of  the  information  neceffary  on  a 
matter  fo  deeply  affecting  their 
mod  important  interefts. 

The  affair  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer 
P  ,  n  was,  ia  a  few  days  after, 

e  *  1  a  lecond  time  brought 
forward.  Mr.  Fox,  as  introducto¬ 
ry  to  the  bufinefs,  procured  a 
copy  of  the  charges  exhibited  by 
that  officer  againlt  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  of  the  fentence  of  the  courts 
martial  on  thofe  charges,  of  the 
charge  and  fentence  of  Vice-Ad¬ 


miral  Pallifer’s  court-martial,  of 
the  late  fpeaker’s  lpeech  on  deli¬ 
vering  the  thanks  ol  the  commons 
to  admiral  Keppel,  and  of  the 
anfwer  made  by  that  commander, 
to  be  all  read  by  the  clerk  to  the 
houfe. 

lie  prefaced  his  motion  with 
a  very  long  fpeech,  which  feem- 
ed  to  bring  within  one  view 
all  the  infinite  variety  of  matter 
relative  to  that  fubjed,  and  in 
which  he  difplayed  more  than  a 
common  fhare  of  his  ufual  abili¬ 
ty  and  eloquence.  Having  de¬ 
claimed  all  perfonal  enmity,  he 
held  out  the  following  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  grounds  on  which  he  found¬ 
ed  his  intended  motion — That  the 
court-martial  who  tried  Admiral 
Keppel  were  perfectly  competent 
to  declare,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
had  preferred  a  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  accufation  ;  that  the  de¬ 
claration  v/as  warranted  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  undeniable  faCts  and  cir- 
cumftances ;  that  Sir  Hugh  Palli¬ 
fer  himfelf  acquiefced  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  fentence  ;  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  acknowledged  its 
truth  ;  and,  that  the  fentence  of 
the  fecond  court-martial  was  nei¬ 
ther  an  honourable  nor  an  unani¬ 
mous  acquital.  The  conclufion 
drawn  from  the  whole  being,  that 
the  late  promotion  of  a  man  under 
inch  circumftances  to  a  place  of 
honour  and  emolument,  was  in  the 
high  eft  degree  ruinous  to  the  naval 
fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

The  motion  run  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms — “  That  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  be 
Governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital, 
after  he  had  been  declared  guilty 
of  having  preferred  a  malicious 
and  ill-founded  accufation  againft 
hb  commanding  officer  by  the  fen- 
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tence  of  a  court  martial,  was  a 
meaiure  totally  fubverlive  of  the 
difcipline,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy. 

The  minifier  took  up  the  de¬ 
fence  with  no  lefs  art  than  that 
which  he  attributed  in  the  outlet 
to  his  antagonist,  by  requeuing 
the  houfe  to  obferve,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  before  them  was  not  tending 
either  to  criminate  or  acquit  the 
vice-admiral ;  but  was  in  reality 
a  leading  motion  to  convidt  and 
condemn  ministers,  of  having  ad- 
vifed  his  majefty  to  bellow  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  queftion  on  an  un¬ 
worthy  objedt.  That  the  houfe 
were  therefore  to  adl  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  and  to  try  himfelf,  and 
the  reft  of  the  king’s  fervants, 
upon  the  point  Hated  in  the  mo¬ 
tion  ;  for  if  blame  were  due,  he 
acknowledged  he  was  liable  to  a 
Share  of  it,  in  common  with  other 
mini  Hers ;  he,  however,  trufted, 
that  he  Hiould  be  able  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  motion  was  falfe 
in  fact,  that  it  was  unjuft,  and  that 
no  blame  was  due,  for  that  mini  in¬ 
ters  had  done  no  more  than  their 
duty. 

He  then  proceeded  with  his 
*  wonted  ability  and  add  refs  in  the 
management  of  debate,  to  con¬ 
trovert  the  feveral  pofitions  upon 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  founded  his 
motion  ;  going  generally  and  ne- 
ceflarily,  over  in  that  courfe,  the 
fame  grounds  which  we  have  here¬ 
tofore  trodden.  He  at  length 
fummed  up  the  force  of  his  argu¬ 
ments  in  the  following  conclufions 
•—That  the  part  of  the  fentence  of 
Admiral  Keppel’s  court-martial, 
which  pronounced  the  accufation 
malicious  and  ill-founded,  was  an 
extra-judicial  opinion  ;  that  Vice- 
Admiral  Pallifer  had  »ever  been 


tried  on  any  fuch  charge  ;  that  he 
had  been  moil  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted  by  the  court-martial  which  af¬ 
terwards  tried  him ;  and  that  he 
had  ferved  his  king  and  country 
with  undoubted  bravery  and  ho¬ 
nour  for  five  and  forty  years. 

Fie  then  propofed  feveral  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  motion  until  at  length, 
by  the  affiilance  of  the  lolicitor-ge- 
neral,  it  was,  with  no  fmall  difficul¬ 
ty  moulded  into  the  following  form 
—  That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  he  Governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital ,  “  who,  by  the  officers 
“  who  fat  at  the  court-martial 
“  held  for  the  trial  of  Admiral 
“  Keppel,  and  before  whom  Sir 
“  Hugh  Pallifer  was  not  charged 
“  with  any  malice  in  the  accufa- 
“  tion  of  the  faid  admiral,  or 
“  heard  in  his  defence,  is  declared 
<(  to  have  prefered  an  ill-founded 
u  accufation  againfl  his  comman- 
“  der  in  chief,  and  whofe  conduct 
“  on  the  27th  of  July,  1778,  by 
£S  a  fubfequent  court-martial,  was, 
“  after  a  full  examination,  declar- 
“  to  be  in  many  refpedts  highly 
£<  exemplary  and  meritorious,  and 
“  who  has,  during  the  courfe  of 
“  forty-five  years,  ferved  the 
“  crown,  both  in  his  civil  and  mi- 
“  litary  capacity,  with  great  abi- 
“  li'cy,  bravery,  and  fidelity,” 
was  a  meafure  t  otally  fuhverfive  of 
the  difcipline ,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy. 

Lord  North,  before  he  fat  down, 
propofed  a  fort  of  compromife  with 
Mr.  Fox,  by  offering  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  wholly,  if  the  lat¬ 
ter  would  confent  to  omit  thofe 
particularly  obnoxious  words,  that 
the  vice-admiral  was,  by  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  a  court-martial,  declared 
to  have  preferred  a  malicious  and 
ill-founded  accufation  again#  his 
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commander  in  chief ;  by  which  a- 
mendment  the  motion  would  go 
to  a  divifion,  in  thefe  general 
terms, — That  the  appointment  of 
bir  Hugh  Pallifer,  &c.  was  a 
meafure  fubverfive  of  the  difci- 
pline,  and  derogatory  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Britiih  navy.  But  Mr. 
Fox  refilling  to  comply  with  this 
propofal,  the  queftion  was  taken 
up  with  vigour,  and  obdinately 
maintained  on  both  Tides. 

The  opinion  given  by  Lord 
Howe,  that  courts  martial  were 
not  only  competent  to  an  opinion 
on  the  motives  of  an  accu'ation, 
and  to  pafs  a  cenfure  on  the  ac- 
cufer,  where  they  appeared  mali¬ 
cious  or  Icandalous,  but  that  if 
the  cafe  were  otherwife,  there 
muft  be  an  end  of  all  difcipline, 
and  the  authority  of  a  commander 
in  chief  would  be  entirely  loft, 
could  not  confidering  the  charac¬ 
ter,  fituation,  and  profefhonal 
knowledge  of  that  nobleman,  who 
had  dedicated  his  whole  life  with 
fo  much  honour  to  the  fervice,  but 
carry  great  weight  with  the  hear¬ 
ers. 

Fie  likewife  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  had 
taken  great  pains  to  prove  that  the 
lenience  of  the  iecond  court  mar¬ 
tial  was  an  honourable  acquit al. 
He  had  himfelf,  he  faid,  read  that 
trial  through  very  attentively, 
but  he  could  not  comprehend  nor 
nnderftand  the  fentence.  It  dated 
firft,  that  the  vice-admiral’s  con¬ 
duct,  in  many  inftanees,  had  been 
highly  meritorious  and  exemplary ; 
it  then  charged  him  with  an  omd- 
jion  of  duty,  and  next  acquitted 
hi  m.  What  puzzled  him,  he 
faid,  was  how  to  find  out  of  what 
the  vice-admiral  was  accquitted? 
In  the  charges,  as  they  were  call- 
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ed,  upon  which  he  had  been  tried, 
there  apeared,  to  himfelf  at  lead 
to  be  no  accufation.  T  he  vice- 
admiral,  therefore,  dr  icily  fpeak- 
ing,  could  neither  be  convicted  nor 
aaquitted. 

The  debates  continued  till  pad 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when 
the  amendment  upon  Mr.  Fox’s 
original  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  214,  againd  149. 

M  his  was,  however,  a  clofer  di¬ 
vifion,  than  the  oppodtion  could 
perhaps  have  hoped  for  upon  many 
other  quedions. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  the  follow¬ 
ing  amendment  to  the  amended  re- 
folution,  to  come  in  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  words  heard  in  his  de¬ 
fence — viz.  “  7'hat  the  judge  ad¬ 
vocate  having  by  the  direction  of 
the  laid  court,  declared,  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  the  recollection 
of  any  of  the  members,  that  it  had 
been  the  ufage  of  courts  martial 
to  admit  any  thing  on  the  part  of 
the  accufer,  after  declaring  that 
he  had  gone  through  all  the  wit- 
nefTeshe  fhould  produce  in  fupport 
of  the  charge,  and  that  he  had 
agreed,  that  the  papers  offered  by 
the  accufer  could  not  be  admitted  • 
and  the  faid  court  having,  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  the  faid  trial,  declar¬ 
ed  that  they  had  continued  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  had  agreed  that 
the  whole  evidence,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  the  charge,  but  of  the 
defence,  having  been  clofed,  no¬ 
thing  farther,  by  way  of  addrefs 
from  either  could  be  read.*’ — — 
This  motion  was  avoided  by  mov¬ 
ing  for  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
the  houfe  was  well  difpofed  at  that 
hour  to  agree  to. 

The  affairs  of  India  now  began 
to  require  and  to  attract  the  mod 
ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons.  It  was  ftrongly  indit¬ 
ed  upon  by  many  per  ons  of 
weight,  that  the  interference  of 
the  crown  under  the  fan  ct  ion  of 
parliament,  in  1773,  in  regulating 
the  government  oi  the  EaSt  India 
company’s  poffeffions  in  Alia,  and 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs 
at  home  and  abroad,  inftead  of 
the  benefits  which  were  held  out 
at  that  time,  had  produced  fuch 
fcenes  of  diforder,  and  fuch  a  ftate 
of  confufion  in  India,  as  has  not 
often  been  the  refult  of  civil,  or 
even  of  any  regulated  military  esta¬ 
blishments.- 

It  was  pretty  generally  allowed, 
that  the  double  interests,  mutually 
#ountera£ting  each  other,  which 
were  then  formed,  and  the  oppo¬ 
site  powers  which  the  company’s 
fervants  looked  up  to,  neceffarily 
fiackened  all  the  bands  of  obe¬ 
dience,  and  by  degrees  destroyed 
all  authority.  The  revolution  at 
Madtafs,  the  late  of  Lord  Pigot, 
the  triumph,  rather  than  efcape, 
of  the  authors  of  that  eataftrophe, 
with  the  extraordinary  phenome¬ 
non  of  Indian  Princes,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  half  the  globe,  becoming 
the  authors  of  cabals,,  and  the 
leaders  of  parties,  in  the  capital 
of  Great  Britain,  formed  all  to¬ 
gether  fuch  a  combination  of  cir¬ 
cumstances,  as  pointed  out  the 
neceffity  of  a  review  of  our  policy 
itfelf,  in  the  government  of  India, 
as  well  as  of  the  Striking  effects 
which  it  had  produced. 

Bengal,  by  the  new  regulation's, 
bad  been  made  the  feat  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
the  eaft.  Two  fupreme  jurisdic¬ 
tions  were  then  established.  The 
one  'poSTefiing  all  the  political 
and  executive  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  under  the  name  of  gpvernor- 
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general  and  council,  extended  it# 
Superintendence  and  controul  over 
the  other  presidencies  of  Madras 
and  Bombay.  The  fecond,  com- 
pofed  of  judges  fent  from  England,,, 
was  called  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,  and  was  entirely  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  governor-general 
and  council.  As  the  one  fucceed- 
ed,  with  great  additional  powers*- 
to  the  antient  presidency,  fo  the 
latter  did  to  the  mayor’s  court  of 
Calcutta:  a  court*  which  though 
compofed  of  magistrates  not  bred 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  yet 
by  acting  upon  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  rectitude,  and  with  the 
affiil:ance  of  juries,  was  highly  dif- 
tinguiihed,  as  well  for  the  moderate 
expence  of  time  and  money  at 
which  juftiee  was  obtained,  as  for 
the  fairnefs  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  equity  of  its  decifions. 

It  was  fcarcely,  perhaps,  m 
the  nature  of  things,  that  thefe 
feparate  independent  powers,  efpe» 
dally  at  fuch  a  distance  from  home* 
as  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  beyond 
the  reach  of  controul,  Ihould  fub- 
Slit  long  together  without  clashing* 
'Ehe  public  had  hitherto  received, 
only  the  charges  againil  the  fu¬ 
preme  judicature  of  Calcutta, 
Their  friends  could  therefore  only 
requeft,  that  no  haity  opinion 
Should  be  formed,  nor  cenfure  paSt 
upon  their  conduct,  until  they 
were  heard. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fettle  in  what  proportions 
the  blame  is  to  be  laid,  upon  the 
constitution  itfelf,  or  upon  thofe 
who  acted  under  it.  It  feems, 
however,  to  have  been  generally 
acknowledged,  that  the  meafure 
of  attempting  to  eftablifh  the 
English  laws,  courts,  and  forms 
of  juftiee,  amongft  the  various  na-- 
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tions,  religions,  languages,  and 
races  of  men  fubfiiting  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  were  fcarcely  any 
length  of  time  could  even  render 
them  intelligible,  will  probably 
ever  be  considered  as  a  fundament¬ 
al  political  error.  The  antiquity 
of  the  Gentoo  civilization,  laws, 
religion,  and  cufton  s,  fortified  by 
the  invincible  attachment  which 
it  produced  in  the  people,  had  in 
all  ages  procured  the  political  at¬ 
tention,  if  not  the  refpect,  of  the 
niofi  fe  rocious  and  barbarous  of 
their  various  conquerors.  How¬ 
ever  the  people  were  opprefled  or 
pillaged,  their  prejudices  in  thofe 
refpects  were  facred  and  inviolate. 

The  Zemindars,  who  are  the 
prefent  great,  landholders  of  India, 
are  likewife  a  fort  of  hereditary 
princes  of  the  country.  They  ge¬ 
nerally  rent,  from  their  fubfifting 
mailers,  thofe  lands  which  their 
anceflors  poSTeSTed  in  fovereignty. 
Some  of  thefe  hold  lands  to  the 
extent  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
fquare  miles,  and  as  the  rents 
were  generally  eafy,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  Hill  regard  them  with  the 
Jhighefb  degree  of  attachment  and 
reverence,  they  are  enabled  to  re¬ 
tain  fome  appearance  of  former 
royalty  in  their  palaces,  and  fill 
more  in  their  authority.  The 
Englilh  government  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  is  in  a  great  meafure  maintain¬ 
ed  through  this  attachment  of  the 
people  to  their  princes  ;  and  the 
defire  of  enabling  the  Zemindar 
to  difcharge  his  rent,  is  a  princi¬ 
pal  fpur  to  their  induStry.  All 
the  judicial  bufinefs  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  had  hitherto  been  tranfa&ed 
in  their  provincial  courts,  and 
matters  of  litigation  decided  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  known  laws  and 
culloms. 

Vol,  XXIV, 
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I  he  authority  of  the  native 
courts  was  not  only  denied  bv  the 
new  judicature,  but  their  members 
were  punished  even  to  ruin,  as 
well  as  perfonal  infliction,  for  the 
difcharge  of  their  functions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eftablithed  laws  and 
constitution  of  their  country^ 
which  had  till  now  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  conquerors.  We 
are  at  all  times  to  recolleCt,  that 
it  had  been  the  conltant  policy  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  thofe  countries,  to 
aCt  under  the  apparent  authority 
and  as  the  nominal  fervants  and 
officers,  of  that  Shadow  of  the  an- 
tient  fupreme  fovereignty,  the  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  Grand  Mogul, 
who  Still  refided  at  Deliy.  So  that 
the  new  fyftem  of  judicature  ope¬ 
rated  not  Simply  as  a  violent  and 
unprepared  innovation,  but  as  a 
total  revolution  in  the  mode  of 
government  eitablifhed  by  our- 
felves. 

The  aftoniShed  and  terrified  na¬ 
tives  of  Bengal  and  the  adjoining 
countries,  now  beheld  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  SpeCtacle  of  Englifh  bai¬ 
liffs,  accompanied  by  considerable 
bodies  of  armed  Europeans  tra¬ 
versing  the  country,  at  the  distance 
of  fome  hundreds  of  miles  from 
Calcutta,  to  execute  by  force  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  new  judicature,  found¬ 
ed  upon  laws  and  distinctions  which 
they  were  utterly  incapable  of 
comprehending,  in  the  nalaces, 
and  on  the  perfons,  of  the  Ze¬ 
mindars  ;  whom  they  viewed  at 
once  with  the  refpeCt  due  to  their 
natural  princes,  and  to  the  me¬ 
dium  of  European  authority. 
Force,  in  the  defence  of  ail  that 
was  held  facred  was  oppofed  to 
force.  A  kind  of  fieges  were 
formed  ;  reinforcements  were  fent 
l*M\  }9 
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to  fupport  the  affailants  ;  the  ti¬ 
midity,  not  the  inclination  oi  the 
people  prevented  their  being  cut 
to  pieces ;  places  were  carried  by 
fform  5  the  brother  of  one  of  the 
rajahs,  with  others  of  his  friends 
or  family,  were  killed  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  his  palace. 

'The  apartments  of  the  women, 
which  are  held  facred  throughout 
all  the  Ead,  and  Hill  more  fo  a- 
mong  the  Gentoos  of  rank,  were 
violently  broken  into,  and  their 
perfons,  which  are  fuppofed  to~re- 
ceive  fome  defilement  even  from 
the  cafual  view  of  a  ftranger,  were 
f'ubjefted  to  the  rude  handling 
and  rough  treatment  of  thofe  fort 
cf  ruffians  who  are  generally  em¬ 
ployed  upon  fuch  occafions.  But 
this  was  not  the  word.  Their 
places  of  private  and  domefiic 
worfhip  were  violated  in  the  fame 
manner  $  and  thofe  fymbols,  or 
external  objefls  of  their  adoration, 
which  had  been  fandtified  by  the 
reverence  of  ages,  were  dragged 
from  their  places  by  prophane 
hands,  and  thrown  amongft  the 
heap  of  houfhold  furniture  and 
lumber,  which  were  collefted  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  the  execution. 

The  governor-general  and  coun- 
<til,  who  conhdered  all  matters  of 
finance,  and  confequently  all  tran- 
lactions  with  the  Zemindars,  as 
cognizable  only  by  themfelves, 
and  dill  regulated  in  that  refort 
by  the  known  laws  and  eudomary 
courfe  of  judice  in  the  country, 
could  not  but  refent  this  invafion 
of  their  authority.  They  had  in-* 
deed  much  ferious  caufe  of  appre- 
fienfion,  from  the  effects  which 
this  violence  on  the  rights,  paf- 
jfons,  and  prejudices  of  the  people 
might  produce,  in  a  country  where 
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fo  many  millions  of  natives  were 
governed  by  a  handful  of  if  rangers. 

They  accordingly  employed  the 
m  ilitary  force  oi  the  company  to 
reftrain  the  violence  of  the  civil 
power  ;  and  a  gang,  confiding  of 
about  fourfcore  bailiffs  and  their 
iaffociates,  were  in  one  indance  dif- 
armed,  and  fent  up  prifoners  to 
Calcutta.  Two  petitions  were 
now  prefented  to  parliament.  The 
one  from  the  governor-general 
and  council,  giving  a  long  ftate- 
ment  of  the  tranfaclions,  and  re- 
quefting  an  indemnification  from 
thofe  legal  penalties,  which,  for 
the  prefervation  of  government 
and  of  the  country,  they  had  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  incurring,  in 
redding  the  decrees  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  the  operation  of  an  act 
of  parliament. 

The  fecond  petition  was  fub- 
feribed  by  648  of  the  Britifh  fub- 
jefts  redding  in  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  con¬ 
taining  a  long  detail  of  the  griev- 
ances,  oppreffions,  and  violations 
of  their  rights  as  men  and  as  Bri- 
tons,  which  they  had  endured  un¬ 
der  the  authority  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature ;  particularly 
of  their  being  deprived  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  trials  by  juries  in  all  civil 
cafes  ;  of  the  eftabliffiment  of  ex* 
poll  fatto  and  retrofpective  laws  - 
of  fome  matters  relative  to  appeals, 
and  the  admiffion  of  evidence, 
which  feem  to  be  exceedingly  op- 
preffive  and  unjud  ;  with  a  number 
of  other  affumptions  of  power,, 
which,  as  dated,  appear  of  an 
extraordinary  nature.  They  like- 
wife  confirm  the  accounts  given- 
by  the  governor-general  and  conn-* 
cil,  relative  to  the  date  of  confu- 
don,  anarchy,  and  danger  which 

through 
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through  thefe  means  prevailed  in 
the  country. 

pi  General  Smith  en- 

I2‘  tered  into  an  ample 
difcuffion  of  the  petitions,  and  of 
the  date  of  affairs  in  India,  in  do¬ 
ing  which  he  difplayed  the  fulled 
knowledge  of  the  fubjeft  ;  all 
tending  to  fhew  the  greatnel's  of 
the  enormities  committed,  and 
the  necedity  of  the  immediate  in¬ 
terference  of  parliament,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  Br  itiih  intereds 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the 
petitions  might  be  referred  to  a 
felect  committee,  condding  of  fif¬ 
teen  members,  to  be  chofen  by 
ballot,  and  that  it  fhould  meet  in 
a  chamber  above  dairs. 

He  was  ably  feconded  by  Mr. 
Roufe,  and  fupported  by  iome 
other  gentlemen,  The  minider 
made  no  objection  to  the  motion. 
He  faid,  the  petitions  welldeferved 


the  ferious  attention  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  if  the  fatts  were  founded,  and 
that  the  judicial  and  political 
powers  were  in  arms  againd  each 
other  in  India,  they  ihould  take 
meafures  to  put  an  end  to  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  conted  asfpeedily  as  pof- 
fible.  He,  however,  ibewed  the 
delicate  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
recommended  moderation  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  ,♦  but  decla¬ 
red,  that  it  was  neither  in  his  con¬ 
templation,  nor  in  that  of  the 
houfe,  when  he  brought  in  a  bill 
a  few  years  fince  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  that  the  court  of 
judicature  fhould  become  the 
fourcc  of  mifery,  oppreffion,  or 
injudice;  nor  was  it  at  all  intend¬ 
ed  that  it  fhould  have  extended  its 
powers  in  the  manner  now  repre¬ 
sented. 

The  feleft  committee,  of  fifteen 
gentlemen,  was  accordingly  bal¬ 
loted  in  a  few  days  after. 


CHAP.  X. 


Debates  on  Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  lift  eft  abli foments, 
fhieftion  for  the  fecond  reading  over-ruled  upon  a  divifton ,  and  the  bill 
put  off  for  fix  months.  Debates  on  the  fubjed  of  t’e  loun  Mr.  Fox  s 
motion  for  omitting  the  lottery  claufe ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Farther 
debates  and  ftritflurei  upon  the  loan.  Another  motion  again ft  the  lot. ery9 
vobich  is  again  over  ruled  upon  a  divifton.  Mr.  Byngs  motion  jo^  a  lift 
of fubfc  fibers  to  the  loan*  agreed  to;  other  motions  receded ,  Motion  for 

the  commitment  of  Sir  P.  ft.  Gierke's  contractors  hilly  over-rule  l  upon  a 
divifton.  Mr.  Crevoi s  bill  for  refraining  revenue  officers  from  voting 
on  elections  of  members  of  parliamenty  rejeCied  upon  a  aivifion  Debate 
on  the  Duke  of  Bolton  s  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  ol  the  navy  ; 
motion  voithdravun.  Loan  hill  oppofed  hy  the  Marquifs  of  Rockingham • 
Pro‘efl  again ft  it.  Report  from  the  feled  committee  th  India  affairs. 
Debates  on  the  minifter's  motion  for  a  fecret  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  voar  in  the  Carna'ic.  Motion  for  an  amendment ,  that  the 
committee  might  be  openy  receded  on  a  divifton.  G>  eat  debates  on  e>ir 
George  Saville's  motion,  for  referring  the  petition  from  the  delegated 
counties  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ,  to  a  committee  of  tie  vooor  houfe. 
T he  motion  rejeded  upon  a  divifton.  Debate  on  Mr.  hut  he  s  motion  j or 
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papers ,  tending  to  an  enquiry  into  the  Jeizure  and  confffcation  of  private 
property  in  the  ifland  oj  St.  Eu/iatius,  Motion  rejected  on  a  divifton « 
Mill  for  new-  modelling  the  fupt  eme  court  oj  judicature  in  Bengal.  Id ari - 
oils  propofftions,  motions ,  and  debates ,  relative  to  the  affairs  oj  the  Eaff- 
india  company  Debates  on  the  minified s  hilly  for  fecuring  to  the  public 
a  certain  participation  in  the  profits  oj  the  Eafl-lndia  compay.  Great 
debates  on  Mr.  Fox’s  motion,  that  the  houje  do  resolve  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  to  confider  cf  the  American  war.  Motion  rjeded  on  a  divifton. 
Lord  Beauchamp's  hill,  for  affording  relief  in  certain  cafes  cf  difficulty 
produced  by  the  marriage  ad .  Mr ,  Fox’s  hill  for  mending  the  marriage 
ad.  Mr.  Fox’s  marriage  hill ,  l off  in  the  houje  of  lords.  Speech  from 
the  throne. 


H  E  rejection  of  his  bill  of 
/A  reform  in  the  preceding  fef- 
lion,  did  not  prevent  Mr. 
e  '  1  ^ '  Burke  from  bringing  it 
forward  again  in  the  prefent.  He 
opened  his  proposition  by  dating 
the  powerful  motives  which  called 
upon  him  to  refume  his  undertak¬ 
ing. — The  three  celebrated  refo- 
lutions  of  the  late  parliament  on 
the  6th  of  April  1780.  —  The  ge¬ 
neral  temper,  expectation,  and 
wifh  of  the  people  —  And  the  direct 
applications  to  himfelf  by  fome  of 
the  counties.  He  Supported  the 
meafure  of  reform  with  his  wonted 
eloquence  and  ability.  The  firft 
argument  was  deduced  from  the 
date  of  public  affairs,  and  .  the 
dangerous  war  in  which  we  were 
involved  with  fo  many  mighty  ene¬ 
mies.  This  was  a  ground  of  poli¬ 
cy  immediately  affeCting  the  date 
and  government,  and  entirely  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  applications  or 
wifhes  of  the  people.  It  would 
operate  equally  if  no  fucb  applica¬ 
tions  had  been  made,  or  no  fuch 
defire  fubfifted.  It  would  operate 
with  equal  force  in  any  constitu¬ 
tion  of  government.  When  a  na¬ 
tion  is  involved  in  expences  of  fo 
vaft  a  magnitude  as  ftretch  to  the 
utmoft  limits  of  the  public  ability y 
economy  mud  be  called  in  to  pre- 


ferve  the  due  proportion  between 
the  rTources  and  the  demands. 

It  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
have  originally  framed  and  carried 
into  execution  fuch  a  fcheme  of 
reform  ;  it  was  now  their  intereft 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  punish¬ 
ment,  and  to  make  fome  amends 
for  their  former  negleCt,  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  fyftem,  and  to  give  it  effi¬ 
cacy  by  rendering  it  a  meafure  of 
the  date. 

He  difplayed  nofmall  addrefsin 
his  application  to  the  new  repre- 
fentative  body.  The  three  reso¬ 
lutions  of  the  lad  parliament, 
(which  had  been  jud  read)  he  ob~ 
ferved,  were  to  be  considered  as  a 
valuable  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
public,  and  an  atonement  for  the 
fervility  which  had  Stigmatized 
their  previous  conduct.  They 
formed  a  body  of  maxims,  autho-.- 
rizing  the  people  of  this. country 
to  expeCl  from  their  prefent  repre- 
fentatives  that  which  is  declared 
to  be  neceffary  by  their  predecef- 
Sors.  They  were,  indeed,  unope¬ 
rative  in  their  prefent  form  j  they 
wanted  fpecific  conclusions  to  give 
the  effect  and  benefit  which  they 
held  out.  The  late  parliament 
had  been  prematurely  diSSolved. 
But  if  the  prefent  parliament  neg¬ 
lected  to  accompiiili  what  the  o- 
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ther  appeared  to  have  defigned, 
all  the  confequences  of  refufing  fo 
falutary  a  meafure  would  be  im¬ 
puted  to  them,  and  thofe  refolu- 
tions  would  Hand  upon  the  jour- 
dals,  as  public  monuments  oi  ex¬ 
culpation  to  their  predeceifors, 
and  of  difgrace  to  them. 

He  entertained  a  confidence 
he  {aid,  oi  meeting  men  in  the 
new  parliament,  who  would  con¬ 
sider  it  as  their -duty  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  him,  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  withes  of  the  people  • 
or  rather  thofe  commands  which 
had  been  delivered  in  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  of  which  they  ex- 
petted  in  the  fucceeding  tranqui¬ 
lity  a  faithful  and  happy  execu¬ 
tion.  The  wifdom  and  power  of 
the  preient  parliament  were  the 
foundations  on  which  the  public 
confidence  refted.  The  people 
would  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  parliament  wanted  integrity 
to  adopt,  what  its  wifdom  fug- 
gefted,  and  it  power  could  exe¬ 
cute.  They  would  not  give  har¬ 
bour  to  fuch  a  fuggeftion.  until 
they  could  reafon  from  experience. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  ot  parliament 
to  juftify  the  nation.  And  nothing 
could  be  more  conducive  to  their 
own,  as  well  as  to  the  national  in¬ 
terest,  than  that  it  Should  be  feen, 
that  a  free  and  generous  confi¬ 
dence  had  more  power  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  parliament  from 
the  begining,  than  complaint, 
clamour,  and  violence  had  in  re¬ 
covering  it  alter  it  was  corrupted. 

When  enemy  fucceeded  to  en  ?- 
my,  and  the  guilty  raShnefs  of 
ministers  leagued  with  contending 
Slates  againtft  us,  our  independ¬ 
ence,  it  had  been  faid,  was  to  be 
maintained  by  the  fpirit  of  the  people. 
Abandoned  by  our  allies,  and  left 
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by  Europe  to  our  fate ;  in  every 
Situation,  in  every  emergency, 
and  in  every  danger,  we  were  to 
find  confolation  and  refource,  re¬ 
fuge  or  conqueft,  in  the  fpirit  of 
the  people.  But  the  effect  of  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  the  fpirit  itfelf,  mull  de¬ 
pend  upon  Strength.  Strength, 
and  the  juices  which  feed  it,  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  ought  to 
be  carefully  nourished  and  huf-* 
banded,  with  care,  with  tender- 
nefs,  and  with  folicitude,  not 
weakened  and  exhausted  by  diSfi- 
pation  and  profufion,  The  me¬ 
thod,  he  faid,  by  which  the  fpirit 
can  be  kept  alive  in  the  breads  of 
men,  is  by  the  participation  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  look  up  for 
example.  Let  the  government 
participate  in  the  fufferings  of  the 
people  !  Let  the  king  Shew  his 
fubjetts  an  example  of  retrench¬ 
ment  and  aeconomy,  and  the  people 
chearfully  fubmit  to  every  diffi¬ 
culty  and  labour. 

He  fuppofed  the  commons  in 
the  imaginary  Situation  of  being 
the  mere  creatures  of  the  crown  ; 
of  their  being  conflituted,  fed  by, 
and  totally  dependent  on  the 
court  ;  and  in  that  Hate,  he  avert¬ 
ed,  and  reafoned  to  demonflrate, 
that  it  would  be  their  duty,  and 
ought  to  be  their  inclination,  to 
advife  the  fovereign  to  (Economy 
and  retrenchment.  By  the  plan 
which  had  been  prepared,  they 
would  be  able  to  give  the  king 
that  which  kings  in  general  great¬ 
ly  defired  —  power  ;  for  (Economy 
was  power  ;  it  was  wealth  and  re¬ 
fource  ;  it  was  men  and  arms  ;  it 
was  ail  that  ambition  could  either 
covet  or  exert  to  accomplish  its 
ends.  Were  he  then  himfelf  the 
creature  of  a  defpotic  prince,  he 
Should,  as  his  councellor,  advife 
[*M]  3  him 
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him,  in  a  time  of  trial  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  to  take  from  his  civil  ex¬ 
pence,  that  he  might  add  to  his 
military  eflablifhment  ;  to  take 
from  fhew  that  he  might  add  to 
fuflance  j  to  make  his  people 
happy,  that  he  might  make  them 
vigorous ;  to  make  his  war  a  war 
of  exertion,  that  his  peace  might 
be  honourable  andfecure. 

After  placing  the  fubjett  in  eve- 
Ty  advantageous  point  of  view, 
and  adapting  arguments  to  every 
fituation,  he  informed  the  houfe 
that  he  laid  before  them  the  fame 
plan,  which  had  engaged  fo  much 
of  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Haft  parliament  to  fo  little  purpofe. 
He  had  made  no  alterations  in  it ; 
and  he  requefled  the  houfe,  and 
laid  it  before  them  in  a  hope  and 
confidence,  that  if  they  meant  to 
give  it  countenance  and  attention, 
they  would  do  fo  with  fairnefsand 
candour,  and  not  with  infidious 
vefpett  in  its  outfet,  tempt  it  to  a 
death  of  flow  and  lingering  tor¬ 
ture.  He  called  upon'  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  was 
to  be  the  arbiter  of  its  fate,  and 
begged  that,  if  he  meant  ulti¬ 
mately  to  give  it  a  death-flroke, 
he  would  fave  himfelf  and  the 
houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  much  anxiety  and  difappoint- 
ment,  by  flrangling  it  in  its  birth. 
Let  them  try  the  matter  on  that 
day,  if  it  was  to  be  tried.  He 
called  upon  him  to  do  this,  and  to 
be,  at  leaf!  for  one  day,  a  decifive 
minifter. 

Mr.  Burke  then  moved, “  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  his 
majefty;s  civil ,  eflablifhments,  and 
of  certain  public  offices ;  for  the 
limitation  of  penfions,  and  the 
fuppreffion  of  fundry  ufelcfs,  ex- 


penfive,  and  inconvenient  places, 
and  for  applying  the  monies  laved 
thereby  to  the  public  ferviceT 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr,  Duncombe,  who  paid  high 
compliments  to  the  mover,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  bill,  but  of 
the  very  great  ability  with  which 
he  had  formerly  flated  his  compre- 
hen  five  plan  to  the  houfe,  and  tile 
firnmefs  and  perfeverence  with 
which  he  now  had  combated  every 
obflacle  to  the  principle  of  the 
meafure. 

The  minifter,  in  anfwer  to  the 
call  made  upon  him,  faid  he  would 
very  candidly  declare,  that  his  o- 
pinion  on  the  fubje<5t  had  not  at  all 
varied  from  that  which  he  had  en¬ 
tertained  on  it  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  though  he  did  not 
difapprove  of  the  plan  in  toto,  yet 
the  parts  which  appeared  to  him 
proper  to  be  adopted,  bore  fo 
frnall  a  proportion  to  the  whole 
of  that  very  comprehenfive  fcheme 
that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  op- 
pofe  it  in  fome  future  ftage  of  the 
bill ;  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
decent  or  candid  for  him,  upon 
his  own  private  opinion,  to  fet  his 
face  again  ft  the  bill  in  its  firft 
flage,  by  oppofing  its  introduc¬ 
tion  ;  efpecially  as  there  were 
many  new  members  in  the  houfe, 
who,  though  they  might  have  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  fubjcdt, 
could  not  be  fo  fully  informed 
upon  it  as  was  neceflary  to  their 
coming  to  an  abfolute  decifion  ; 
he  would  therefore  referve  himfelf 
untill  the  bill  was  printed,  and  the 
members  were  in  pofleflion  of  the 
neceflary  information,  when  he 
fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  ftate 
fuch  obfervations  and  objedlions 
as  might  occur  to  him,  to  the 
ho  life. 


Under 
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Under  this  unfavourable  auf-  \pon  terms  fo  advantageous  to  the 
pice,  the  bill  was  carried  through  lenders,  that  the  price  or  the  new 


to  a  fecond  reading;  when  it  was 
again  doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  that  influence  which  it 
was  intended  to  reduce,  but  which 
for  the  prefent  it  was  unable  to 
furmount.  As  no  new  ground 
could  be  taken  upoit  this  fubjeCt, 
we  fliall  not  attempt  repeating  the 
arguments  which  were  ufed  in  the 
preceding  parliament,  and  which 
we  fully  dated  in  our  lad  volume, 
.p  u  r  On  the  day  appointed  for 
re^.  2  .  thefecond readingofthe 
bill,  it  brought  oat  great  de¬ 
bate;  if  it  was  drongly  opposed  on 
the  one  fide,  it  was  no  lefs  ably 
and  powerfully  fupported  on  the 
other ;  and  the  dividon  not  only 
furprized  many,  but  was  more 
clofe  than  the  minifter  him- 
felf  expected.  Mr.  Burke  wound 
up  the  debate,  by  combating  all 
the  arguments  that  had  been 
brought  againft  his  bill,  with  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  and  ability, 
which  furprized  even  thofe  who 
were  mod  acquainted  with  them. 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  and  the  young  Lord 
Maitland,  were  highly  diftinguifh- 
ed,  by  their  ability  and  eloquence 
in  fupport  of  the  bill. 

7'he  motion  for  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  was,  about  midnight,  over¬ 
ruled  upon  a  divilion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  233  to  190.  By  a  fubfe- 
quent  resolution,  the  bill  was  put 
off  for  fix  months. 

Of  all  the  ads  of  the  minifter, 
during  fo  long  a  government  of 
public  affairs,  fcarcely  any  brought 
upon  him  fo  much  feverity  of  re- 
prehendon  within  doors,  or  per¬ 
haps  fo  much  cenfure  without,  as 
the  loan  of  the  prefent  year. 
Twelve  millions  were  borrowed, 


dock  rofe  at  market  from  nine  to 
eleven  per  cent,  above  par. 

Before  this  circumdance  was, 
however,  known,  the  loan  was,  on 
its  own  bottom,  dronglv  objected 
to,  and  both  its  manner  and  prin¬ 
ciple  feverely  condemned,  by  Mr. 
Fox  For  on  the  day  March 
of  the  minider  s  open-  ' 

ing  the  budget,  as  it  is  called 
when  he  had  neceffarily  laid  before 
the  houfe  the  nature  and  circum- 
dances  of  the  loan,  that  gentle¬ 
man,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  length, 
and  in  which,  along  with  his  uiual 
ability,  he  difplayed  fuch  a  fund 
of  financial  knowledge,  as  feemed 
to  excite  furprize,  endeavoured  to 
edabliib,  by  incontrovertable  data, 
and  by  arguments  that  appeared 
no  lefs  irrefragable,  that  the  bar¬ 
gain  was  exceedingly  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  public,  and  that  the 
money  might  have  been  obtained 
upon  much  better  terms, 

"But  he  farther  contended,  that 
the  lofs  to  the  public,  however 
great,  and  however  ill  able  they 
were  to  bear  it,  was  comparatively 
but  a  final!  part  of  the  evil.  For 
although  the  loan  was  liable  to  the 
dronged  obje&ions,  both  as  a  quef- 
tion  of  finance  and  a  matter  of 
oeconomy  it  was  dill  much  worfe, 
and  even  highly  dangerous,  when 
confidered  in  a  political  view.  Pie 
calculated  the  profits  on  tne  loan, 
under  every  probable  contingency, 
at  fomething  near  a  million  ;  and 
that  great  fum,  he  faid,  was  entire¬ 
ly  at  the  difpo  al  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  minider,  t®  be  granted  as 
douceurs  to  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  whether  as  compenfations 
for  the  expences  of  their  elections, 
or  for  whatever  other  purpofe  of 
[«W]4  corrupt 
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corrupt  influence  might  beft  fuit 
his  views.  Thus  the  attempt  made 
by  his  honourable  friend  to  correct 
and  reftrain  undue  influence,  by 
controuling  the  civil  lift  expendi¬ 
ture,  would  have  been  of  little  a- 
vail  if  it  had  even  fucceeded,  when 
a  fum  equal  to  that  whole  revenue 
was  to  be  annually  thrown  by  a 
loan  into  the  hands  of  a  minifter, 
to  be  applied  to  the  word  and  moft 
dangerous  of  all  purpofes,  that  of 
procuring  and  preferving  a  con¬ 
stant  majority  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  upon  every  queftion ;  and 
thereby  affording  fupport  and  effi¬ 
cacy  to  all  the  views  and  deiigns  of 
a  bad  adminiftration,  however  per¬ 
nicious  or  ruinous,  and  without  a 
poffibility  of  parliamentary  redrefs 
to  the  public. 

He  particularly  objected  to  the 
propoied  lottery,  which  was  added 
,.to  the  douceurs  of  the  loan,  and 
afforded  a  benefit  of  one  per  cent, 
to  the  fubfcribers.  This  he  confi- 
dered  as  the  moft  pernicious  and 
deftructive  of  all  fpecies  of  gam¬ 
ing  ;  as  immediately  affecting  the 
morals,  habits,  and  circumftances 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ; 
and  which  upon  every  principle 
of  policy,  fhould  be  carefully  a- 
voided.  He  trufted  he  had  clearly 
convinced  the  houfe,  that  the  be¬ 
nefits  to  the  fubfcribers  of  the  pre- 
fent  loan  were  fufficiently  great 
without  the1  lottery  ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  render  the  greateft  fer- 
vice  in  their  power  to  the  public, 
by  preventing  its  inevitable  ill 
confeouences.  He  therefore  mov- 
cd,  as  an  amendment  to  the  minif- 
ter’s  motion  for  agreeing  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  that  the  latter 
claufe,  refpecting  the  lottery 
fhould  be  omitted. 

The  motion  of  amendment  on 


a  queftion  of  fupplv  brought  out 
a  good  deal  of  debate.  The  mi- 
nifter  acknowledged,  that  the  bar¬ 
gain  he  had  made  for  the  public 
was  a  liberal  one  ;  but  he  juftified 
it  by  dating  the  necefllty  of  the 
cafe,  and  by  poflitively  afferting 
that  the  money  could  not  have 
been  obtained  upon  eafier  condi¬ 
tions.  With  refpedt  to  the  ideas 
thrown  out,  that  the  loan  was  a 
fource  of  influence,  and  that  half 
of  it  was  taken  in  that  houfe,  they 
were,  he  faid,  extremely  drained. 
The  loan  was  a  public  loan  very 
indifcriminately  taken  •  and,  as  a 
matter  of  conjecture  (for  it  could 
be  no  more  on  either  fide)  it  was 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  a 
large  part  of  it  would  be  taken  by 
members  of  that  houfe,  at  the 
time  the  terms  were  propofed. 
Nor  did  he  believe  that  it  would 
be  fo  found  in  fad.  He  fhould  be 
forry  to  fee  a  bankrupt  houfe  of 
commons  j  but  that  would  be  the 
probable  effebt  if  its  members  em¬ 
barked  in  money  tranfabtions  to  fo 
vaft  an  amount  as  twelve  millions. 
As  to  the  intereft  which  any  mi¬ 
nifter  could  be  fuppofed  to  procure 
by  fuch  a  loan  as  the  prefent,  it 
was  a  very  poor  compenfation  for 
the  great  fatigue  and  trouble  of 
mind  occafioned  by  fuch  a  burthen  • 
he  had  full  conviction  that  no  bu- 
finefs  could  be  more  difagreeable. 

It  was  the  undoubted  province 
of  the  houfe  to  confider  and  judge 
of  the  terms  of  the  loan  ■  and  "it 
was  in  their  power  to  accede  to 
them  or  not.  But  he  requefted 
gentlemen  to  confider  the  ill  con¬ 
sequences  of  their  refuting  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  propofiticns  agreed  on. 
The  attention  paid  by  monied 
men  to  the  treafury  would  be  left— 
fened  }  and  if  it  were  ufual  for  the 

houfe 
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houfe  to  fettle  and  alter  the  terms, 
they  mud  go  farther,  aud  condud: 
the  bufinels,  and  make  the  bar¬ 
gain  themfelves.  That  argu¬ 
ment  certainly  would  not  go  to 
the  fupport  of  any  thing  material¬ 
ly  and  palpably  wrong.  In  that 
cafe  the  houfe  ought  to  interfere  ; 
but  unlefs  the  objections  were  very 
material,  which  he  truffced  they 
could  not  be,  he  left  gentlemen 
to  confider  the  ill  confequences 
of  refuling  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
pofitions  which  had  been  agreed 
on.  With  refpeCt  to  the  lottery, 
he  faid  it  was  a  favourite  part  of 
every  douceur  wdth  all  money 
lenders ;  it  was  an  encourage¬ 
ment  and  advantage  to  them,  with¬ 
out  its  being  of  any  expence  lo  go¬ 
vernment  ;  on  the  contrary, 
480,000 1.  was  paid  in,  and  re¬ 
mained  without  intered  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Fox’s  amendment  was  re- 
jeCled  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  169  to  f  1  1  ;  and  the  mmi- 
fter’s  original  motion,  wdth  the 
refolutions  appertaining  to  it, 
were  paffed  without  farther  diffi¬ 
culty. 

This  bufinefs,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  Mr.  Fox’s  difcuffion 
of  the  loan,  having  probably  ex¬ 
cited  or  increafed  a  fpirit  of  en¬ 
quiry,  much  information  had  in 
the  intermediate  time  been  ob¬ 
tained,  relative  to  the  circum- 
itances  of  that  tranfaClion,  and  to 
the  price  of  the  new  ftock  at  mar¬ 
ket,  which  occafioned  an  unufual 
and  determined  oppofition  to  the 
report. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke  took 
up  the  bufinefs,  and  arraigned  in 
the  bittereft  terms  the  bargain 
made  by  the  minifters  which  he 
faid  was  fo  much  againd  the  pub¬ 


lic,  as  to  become  the  fubjeCl  of 
converfation,  complaint  and  fur- 
prize  in  all  p  aces.  He  ihould 
therefore  move  for  recommitting 
the  report,  in  order  that  the  houfe 
might  amend  the  terms,  and  pre¬ 
vent,  what  he  termed,  fo  ihame- 
ful  and  extravagant  a  proditution 
of  the  public  money.  He  faid  the 
didribution  of  the  loan  had  like- 
wife  been  fcandaloufly  partial. 
That  indead  of  being  diftributed 
among  men  of  knowm  reputation 
and  character,  who  had  always 
been  the  fupporters  of  government 
in  fuch  cafes,  it  had  been  given  to 
the  minifter’s  creatures  and  friends, 
as  a  reward  for  pad,  and  a  retain¬ 
er  for  future  fervices ;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  he  allured  the  houfe  that 
he  had  been  well  informed,  that 
the  favoured  contractor,  whole 
name  had  been  fo  long  familiar  to 
them,  had  no  lefs  than  the  prodi¬ 
gious  fum  of  3,300,000!.  of  the 
loan,  afiigned  to  his  fhare,  or  at 
lead  difpofal. 

He  was  fupported  by  Sir  George 
Saville,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Byng,  and  fome  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  befides  reprobating 
the  loan  in  all  its  parts  and  cir- 
cumdances,  infided  that  the  houfe 
was  not  in  any  manner  bound  to 
confirm  the  conditions. 

Nothing,  they  faid,  wmuld  tend 
more  to  injure  public  credit,  than 
to  lliew  the  world,  that  it  was  not 
parliament  but  the  minifier  that 
regulated  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try  It  wras  the  idea  ot  parlia¬ 
ment’s  examining  and  controuJing 
the  public  finances,  that  had  rail¬ 
ed  the  national  credit  to  Inch  high 
edimation.  It  was  that  which 
gave  the  damp  arvd  publicity  to  alt 
cur  financial  operations,  and  gave 
fecurity  both  to  the  public  a^d 
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tlie  creditors.  That  while  the 
enemy  were  beginning  to  adopt  a 
mode  which  they  faw  proved  fo 
highly  advantageous  to  us,  the 
mmiiters  of  great  Britain  were 
endeavouring  to  turn  parliament 
into  a  court  of  regift ry,  which  was 
to  have  no  other  concern  with  tax¬ 
es  and  loans,  than  to  give  a  fort  of 
official  fan  ion  to  whatever  bar¬ 
gains  the  minifter  thought  proper 
to  make.  Such  a  conduct  would 
fink  the  credit  of  parliament,  and 
consequently  that  of  the  nation  to 
nothing. 

On  the  other  fide,  Lord  North 
contended,  that  he  by  no  means 
conftdered  his  reputation  as  a  mi¬ 
nifter  to  be  flaked  in  the  prefent 
tranfaClion.  He  had  made  the 
belt  bargain  he  could  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  j  but  if  the  houfe  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  it,  it  would  not  be  bind¬ 
ing  either  on  him  or  on  them. 
Though  the  committee  had  agreed 
to  it,  if  the  houfe  did  not  choofe 
to  confirm  their  refolution,  he 
fbould  be  relealed  from  the  fub- 
fcribers,  as  the  public  v/ould  from 
the  bargain.  Let  thofe,  who 
thought  themfelves  more  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  bufinefs  make  another. 
But  even  ftippofing  the  bargain  to 
be  a  bad,  and  he  allowed  it  not  to 
be  a  hard  one  j  yet  he  could  not 
bring  himfelf  to  think,  that  any 
reduction  that  could  be  now  made 
from  the  profits  of  the  fubfcribers, 
(even  fuppofing  them  to  be  as  high 
as  they  had  been  reprefented), 
could  in  any  degree  balance  the 
mi-chief  to  the  public  credit, 
which  fuch  a  meafure  muff  occa- 
fion  ;  and  the  infuperable  difficul¬ 
ties  which  would  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  all  future  Joans,  when  it 
was  found  that  the  minifter  had 
not  authority  to  afford  perma¬ 


nence  to  a  bargain,  and  that  the 
lenders  were  liable  to  be  ftript  of 
the  benefits  arifing  from  any  fa¬ 
vourable  change  of  circumftances, 
the  chance  and  hope  of  which, 
had  been  among  the  principal  in¬ 
ducements  for  parting  with  their 
money.  But  parliament  certainly 
had  a  right  to  judge;  and  if  they 
fiiould  think  that  public  credit 
would  neither  fuffer  nor  be  en¬ 
dangered  by  lopping  off  the,  lot¬ 
tery,  then  undoubtedly,  as  ho¬ 
nour  did  not  ftand  in  their  way, 
they  would  and  ought  to  do  it. 

The  terms  of  the  loan  he  faid, 
were  perhaps  too  great ;  but  it 
was  impoffible  to  pronounce  with 
any  certainty  on  that  head,  from 
the  tranfaclions  which  had  taken 
place  at  change.  Every  bargain 
which  had  been  hitherto  made  re- 
fpe&ing  the  new  loan  was  illegal, 
as  thofe  who  made  them  could 
have  no  certainty  that  they  had 
any  fliare  whatever  in  it ;  nor 
could  it  be  known  until  that  houfe 
had  confirmed  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  ; 
then,  and  not  before,  the  lift  of 
the  fubfcribers,  and  of  their  re- 
fpe&ive  {hares,  would  be  made  out 
and  fent  to  the  bank.  Every  body 
knew  how  eaiy  it  was  to  make  bar¬ 
gains  in  exchange  Alley ;  and 
how  cuftomary  it  was  to  make 
them,  not  at  any  fair  or  market 
price,  but  at  an  extravagant  pre¬ 
mium  for  fome  fmift  er  purpofes ; 
thefe  fort  of  bargains  might  be 
made  only  for  fome  fmali  fums, 
and  then  the  point  was  gained  of 
publi filing  that  the  flocks  were 
fold  at  fuch  a  high  premium.  But 
it  was  not  from  fuch  tranfaclions 
that  the  value  of  ftock  could  beaf- 
certained;  nor  could  any  tranfac- 
tions  in  the  alley,  until  the  lift  of 

fubfcribers 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*iS7 


fubfcribers  was  made  out,  and  the 
whole  of  the  loan  was  brought  into 
market,  be  at  all  confidered  as  a 
ftandard  by  which  to  eftimate  the 
value  of  the  new  ftock, 

He  denied  that  Mr.  Atkinfon 
could  have  any  fuch  enormous 
fhare  as  had  been  afcribed  to  him 
in  the  new  loan.  He  had  not  in¬ 
deed  looked  into  the  lift  ;  but  the 
thing  was  incredible;  and  he 
would  venture  to  undergo  any  cen- 
fure  the  houfe  fhould  impofe  if  it 
was  found  to  be  a  fa£t-  Every  one 
knew,  that  it  was  cuftomary  for 
gentlemen  who  wiflied  to  fubfcribe, 
to  afk  for  more  than  they  expected 
or  even  wiihed,  beeaufe  they  knew 
the  minifter  feldom  allowed  them 
near  fo  much  as  they  alked,  and 
they  endeavoured  thereby  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  lopping  off:  on  this 
principle,  Mr.  Atkinfon  might 
probably  have  propofed  a  large 
lum ;  but  it  was  neither  to  be 
fuppofed  that  it  was  all  for  hini- 
felf,  nor  that  he  was  taken  at  his 
offer  ;  undoubtedly  if  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  arrangement,  he  came 
in  for  his  fhare,  like  others,  both 
for  himfelf  and  his  friends  ;  but 
the  whole  could  not  amount  to  any 
fuch  fum  as  had  been  ftated. 

The  motion  for  the  recommit¬ 
ment  of  the  report  bring  at.  length 
waved,  the  queftion  was,  (as  the 
day  before),  confined  to  the  lot¬ 
tery  ;  whether  that  fhould  ftand  as 
part  of  the  refolutions.  It  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  133 
to  80, 

The  minifter  was,  however,  far 
from  yet  getting  rid  of  this  very 
difa?reeable  and  vexatious  buff- 
nefs  :  indeed,  the  word  of  it  was 
ftill  to  come.  Mr.  Byng,  who 


had  taken  extraordinary  pains  to 
devekpe  the  hiftory  of  the  loan, 
and  to  trace  out  all  its  relative 
circumftances,  attacked  in  on  an¬ 
other  ground,  and  moved, 

That  a  lift  be  laid  before  12t  l* 
that  houfe  of  all  the  fublcibers  to 
the  new  loan,  fpecifying  the  Turns 
fuhfcribed  by  each.  But  as  this 
motion  alone,  he  faid,  would  be 
iniufficient  for  bringing  out  the 
information  neceiiary  to  enable  the 
houfe  to  come  at  the  bottom  of 
this  affair,  he  intended  to  folio »v 
it  up  with  two  others,  viz.  To  lay 
a  correct  lift  before  them  of  all 
thole  perfons  who  had  offered  to 
become  fubfcribers  to  the  new 
loan,  but  whofe  offers  had  been 
rejected  ;  fpecifying  the  particular 
fyms  they  had  offered  to  fubfcribe. 

- And,  for  copies  of  all  letters. 

notes,  or  other  papers,  that  had 
been  fent  to  the  minifter,  his  fe- 
cretaries,  the  commiftioners  of  the 
treafury,  or  any  other  perfons, 
from  whofe  hands  they  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  co-'veying  an  ap¬ 
plication  or  propofals  for  any  part 
of  the  loan. 

His  objeft  in  thefe  motions  he 
faid,  was  to  convidt  the  minifter 
of  having  made  'a  worfe  bargain 
for  the  public  than  he  might  have 

made - To  ihew,  that  he  might 

have  borrowed  money  at  five  per 
cent. — That  he  was  offered  the 
immenfe  fum  of  58,000,000  1,.  and 
confequently  was  under  no  necef- 
fttv  of  hurrying  on  a  bad  bargain 
— That  thefe  offers  were  made, 
by  wealthy  and  refponftble  men, 
who  were  fully  equal  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  proportions— Tliat 
their  propofals  were  rejected  with 
contempt ;  and  that  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  new  loan  could  be 

made 
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made'  with  no  other  view  than  that 
of  corrupt  influence. 

He  observed  that  it  highly  be¬ 
hoved  the  houfe  to  vindicate  its 
character,  by  fitting  the  affair  to 
the  bottom,  which  could  alone 
remove  thofe  imputations  which 
now  prevailed.  If  he  failed  in 
liis  proofs,  and  in  bringing  home 
his  charges,  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  would  not  only  gain 
an  honourable  acquittal,  but  a 
complete  triumph.  His  character 
would  be  new  blazoned  ;  and  the 
public  finding  that  he  had  been  fo 
flagrantly  wronged  in  the  prefent 
in  fiance,  would  begin  to  think  he 
had  been  equally  fo  in  many  o- 
thers. 

The  minifter,  choofing;  to  be 

7  o 

the  guardian  of  his  own  honour, 

O  __  #  7 

and  of  the  means  of  his  exculpa- 
tion,  admitting  that  he  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  fir  ft  motion,  treated 
the  fecond  as  ufelefs,  and  the  third 
as  unfair  and  improper.  For  how 
could  any  fupprefiions  in  the  life 
of  fubferibers  be  detected,  by  the 
3  .ft  of  thofe  whofe  offers  had  been 
rejected  ?  That  as  to  the  third  mo¬ 
tion,  to  endeayour  to  eftablifh  the 
crime  of  partiality  by  calling  for 
the  key  of  his  eferutore,  in  order 
to  examine  his  private  letters  and 
papers  was  propofing  a  new  (pe¬ 
des  of  inquilition,  and  fuch  as 
could  never  be  countenanced  in  an 
Englifh  Houle  of  Commons. 

That  neither  the  high  prices  of 
premium,  nor  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament  or  their  connec¬ 
tions  who  appeared  on  the  lift, 
were  any  proofs  of  corruption  -f 
for  the  one  arofe  from  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  circumftances,  and  as  to 
the  other,  there  was  no  reafon 
why  the  nation  lliould  be  deprived 


oftheaidof  monied  men,  merely 
becaufe  they  happened  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament.  That  there¬ 
fore,  the  charges  of  partiality  not 
being  capable  of  proof,  fhould, 
and  could  only  be  anfwered  by  fo- 
lemn  a ffu ranees,  that  no  improper 
management  had  been  ufed  in  the 
diftribution,  and  that  the  terms 
were  the  beft  that  could  be  ob¬ 
tained.  And  thefe  he  gave  in  the 
ampleft  manner. 

Such  were  the  topics  employed 
on  each  fide.  1  he  firft  motion  be¬ 
ing  then  agreed  to,  the  fecond  was 
rejected  upon  a  divifion ;  and  the 
third  negatived  without. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerlce  had 
not  yet  given  up  the  idsa,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  repeated  failure  of 
his  defig n  of  excluding  contrac¬ 
tors  (except  under  certain  modi¬ 
fications)  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Pie  accordingly 
brought  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe, 
which,  upon  the  n 

motion  for  its  com-  March  2lft‘ 
mitment,  brought  out  confidera- 
ble  debate,  being .  fupported  and 
oppofed  upon  the  fame  grounds 
which  we  have  heretofore  more 
than  once  ftated.  The  motion 
of  commitment  was  rejected,  up¬ 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
120,  to  ioo  ;  and  the  bill  was,  by 
a  fubfequent  refolution,  laid  by  for 
fix  months. 

Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  for  reftraln- 
ing  revenue  officers  from  voting  on 
the  election  of  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  met,  on  the  fame  day, 
with  a  firnilar  fate  ;  the  motion  for 
its  fecond  reading  being  overruled 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  i  j 3 
to  8T 

The  Duke  of  Bolton  having 
moved  for  a  number  of  papers  ear¬ 
ly 
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ly  in  the  feffion,  relative  to  the 
lofs  of  the  great  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  convoy  which  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  combined  fleets  in  the 
preceding  month  of  Au^uft,  they 
had  accordingly  been  laid  before 
the  lords  j  and  on  the  1 5th  of 
February  he  took  the  bufinefs  up 
by  a  motion,  That  that  houfe 
would,  on  the  Monday  fe’nnight, 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
navy,  and  the  cau<e  of  the  lofs  of 
that  valuable  convoy,  of  ftore 
fillips,  victuallers,  and  merchant 
iliips. 

The  debate  on  this  motion 
brought  out  no  fmall  fliare,  of 
ihenowuual  and  frequent  feve- 
rity  of  ceniure  on  the  ill  conduct 
and  government  of  the  navy,  and 
the  ruinous  ignorance  and  incapa¬ 
city  of  that  board  which  prtfided 
in  its  direction.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty 
was  defended  by  the  firft  lord  in 
his  ufual  manner,  and  the  motion 
oppofed  on  the  old  principle,  fio 
often  urged  and  reprobated,  of 
expoftng  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  the  navy  to  the  enemy.  It  was 
likewife  oppofed  by  other  court 
lords,  as  being  more  general,  and 
tending  to  carry  the  enquiry  far¬ 
ther,  than  was  to  be  inferred  from 
the  original  motion  for  the  papers. 
A  nreat  law  Hrd  combated  it  on 

O 

his  own  peculiar  ground,  as  an 
•unjuft  and  unpardonable  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  another  more  folemn  en¬ 
quiry,  a  legal  enquiry,  by  a  court 
martial,  into  the  conduct  of  the 
captain,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  fleet  at  the  time  it  was  cap¬ 
tured. 

Thefe  objections  were  combat¬ 
ed.  But  the  marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham  in  a  fpeech,  in  which  the 


conduCt  of  the  houfe  underwent 
no  lets  cenfure  than  lhat  ol  the 
admiralty,  recommended  to  his 
friend,  the  noble  duke  to  with¬ 
draw  the  motion,  merely  from  the 
hopeleifinefs  of  obtaining,  any  re- 
dreis,  or  of  carrying  any  enquiry 
through,  however,  neceiiary,  or 
reafonably  and  juftfy  demanded 
by  the  public.  That  fide  of  the 
houfe,  he  laid,  had  continued  to 
predict  confequences,  and  to  hold 
out  preventive  remedies,  until  the 
time  was  at  length  arrived,  when 
all  their  further  exertions  would 
not  only  be  ineffectual  in  the 
event,  but  vain  and  idle  in  the 
defign.  They  would  not  be  a- 
greed  to  in  the  firft  initance  and 
if  they  were,  he  expected  but  lit¬ 
tle  benefit  now  from  them.  He 
feared  the  nation  was  ruined  be¬ 
yond  redemption  and  under  that 
opinion  fhould  give  himfelf  no 
farther  unprofitable  trouble.— The 
Di  ke  of  Bolton  accordingly,  af¬ 
ter  a  recapitulation  of  measures 
which  he  alcrihed  to  ignorance, 
incapacity  and  ahfurdity,  cf  m- 
ftruCtions,  which  he  laid,  exhi¬ 
bited  nothing  but  a  fuccefiion  of 
blunders,  miftakes  and  contradic¬ 
tions.  and  which  councils  of  war 
had  been  in  vain  held  to  interpret, 
and,  in  fine,  fuch  a  mixture  of 
folly  and  confidence,  as  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  exhibited  in  any  naval 
adminiftration  in  this  country 
fince  the  foundation  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  at  length  withdrew  his 
motion  ;  hoping,  however,  that 
the  time  would  fhortly  arrive, 
when  not  a  partial,  but  a  full  en- 
auirv,  would  be  made  into  the 
conduCt  of  the  navy. 

The  loan  bill,  after  bringing 
out  continual  execration  in  All  its 

fta?e$ 
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ftages  through  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  was  carried  through  to  a 
third  reading,  with  extraordinary 
difpatch,  and  an  omiffion  of  fome 
of  the  cuftomary  forms  in  that  of 
M,rc|,  the  Lords.  In  that 

'  {late,  it  was  encourt- 


tered  with  no  final!  acumen  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  j  who, 
after  only  (lightly  touching  upon 
the  irregular  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  hurried  through,  without 
being  committed,  and  every  necef- 
fary  form  being  difpenfed  with, 
contrary,  he  faid,  to  all  prece¬ 
dent,  and  rule  of  parliamentary 
proceeding,  directed  his  objections 
immediately  againft  the  fubftance 
of  the  bill. 

He  (fated  feveral  eftimates  and 
calculations  to  (hew,  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  received  a  premium  of 
about  ten  per  cent*  for  the  loan 
of  their  money  ;  fo  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  were  to  pay  1,202,00©  1.  for 
borrowing  1 2,000,000 1.  and  that 
st  the  extravagant  and  ufurious 
intereft  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent* 
He  did  not  doubt,  he  faid,  but 
the  meafure  originated  in  ne- 
cefity ;  that  is,  in  minifterial  ne- 
ceifity ;  for  notwithftanding  the 
numerous  places,  penfions,  con¬ 
trails,  and  every  other  fpecies  of 
emolument  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
minifter  ;  notwithftanding  that  lafi: 
refource  of  a  weak  and  unpopular 
adminiftration,  the  lavifh  hand 
with  which  honours  were  con¬ 
ferred,  upon  all  fixes  and  de¬ 
scriptions  of  perfons,  fuch  were 
the  meafures  of  government,  lhat 
the  minifter  found  himfelf  compel¬ 
led  to  refort  to  this  ihameful  wafte 
eft  public  money,  in  order  to  fix  and 
attach  the  wavering  and  helitating 
?»inds  of  his  abettors.  Thus,  by 


the  reduction  in  the  value  of  flock* 
(which,  as  the  effeit  of  their  mea¬ 
fures,  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
minift ers)  and  by  the  imprudence 
of  the  prefent  bargain;  21  millions 
are  added  to  the  capital  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  for  the  loan  of  twelve  ; 
five  and  a  half  per  cent,  perpetual 
annuity  is  given  ;  and  new  taxes  to7 
to  the  amount  of  6^o,oool.  a 
year,  are  to  be  levied  upon  the 
people. 

After  dwelling  for  fome  time 
on  the  topics  which  had  been  fo 
largely  treated  in  the  other  houfe, 
he  proceeded  to  fhew  the  terms 
upon  which  the  money  had  been 
raifed  during  the  late  war,  when 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  preflded  at 
the  head  of  the  Treafury.  The 
profits  on  the  omnium  of  the  loan 
of  2  millions  in  the  year  1758,  he 
ftated  from  authentic  documents, 
to  be  only  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  1759,  upon  4  millions 
one  half  per  cent,  difcount ;  in 
1760,  one  and  a  half  profit  upon 
8  millions ;  and  in  the  following 
year,  only  three  quarters  per  cent, 
although  12  millions  were  raifed. 

It  was  not,  he  faid,  until  1765, 
the  firft  year  of  Lord  Bute’s  ad¬ 
miniftration,  that  the  minifter 
ever  thought  of  extending  his  in¬ 
fluence,  by  plundering  the  nation 
in  the  midft  of  thofe  diftrefles 
which  are  the  inevitable  conco¬ 
mitants  Of  a  ftate  of  war.  This 
abominable  fyftem  was  adopted  by 
an  adminiftration,  in  which  a  fe~ 
cret  overruling  influence  was  in¬ 
troduced,  the  fatal  confequences 
of  which,  he  feared,  would  only 
terminate  with  the  overthrow  of 
our  conftitution,  if  not  the  total 
dettruclion  of  the  nation  itfelf* 
That  fortunate  and  wife  admi- 
'  niftratioii 
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niflration,  which  he  had  firft  men¬ 
tioned,  wanted  no  aid  or  fupport 
from  corrupt  or  lecret  influence  ; 
they  were  equally  fuperior  to 
bribery  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
the  crooked  machinations  of  fe- 
cret  intrigues  on  the  other.  The 
influence  of  that  day  arofe  rom  a 
very  different  fource-;  from  a 
well  founded  confidence  in  the 
wifdom  of  their  meafures;  from  a 
well-earned  popularity  j  from  their 
fpirited  and  vigorous  plans,  molt 
happily  and  fuccefsfuiiy  executed  ; 
from  an  able  and  faithful  dilburie- 
ment  of  the  public  money  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care  and  manage¬ 
ment  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  refting 
upon  the  only  true  bafis,  on  which 
national  prosperity  and  fuccels  can 
ever  be  fafely  eftablillied  a  firm 
and  fixed  attachment  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  a  determination  to 
preferve  every  fecurity  and  blefling 
we  derive  from  it. 

He  concluded  with  contending, 
that  the  minifter  had  broken  his 
faith  with  parliament  and  the 
nation;  that  though  he  ihOuld 
not  put  a  negative  on  the  bill,  he 
deemed  himfelf  called  upon,  as 
an  a£t  of  duty,  to  teftify  his  total 
difapprobation  of  a  loan,  which, 
in  a  time  of  fuch  public  calamity 
as  the  prefent,  when  the  utmoft 
ceconomy  was,  more  particularly 
than  at  any  other,  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  wantonly  and 
corruptly  laviihed  about  a  million 
fterling ;  and  that,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  influencing  or  bribing  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  in  par 
liament,  to  give  their  countenance 
and  l'upport  to  the  continuance  of 
a  molt  wicked,  impolitic,  and 
ruinous  war. 

The  lords  in  adtnitfiftration  did 


not  make  the  fmallcft  reply  to  the 
marquis ;  and  the  bill  being  read 
a  third  time  palled. 

It,  however,  brought  out  a  pro* 
tell  ligned  by  eight  lords,  of  whom 
was  the  Biihop  of  Si.  Afaph  ;  and 
which  includes  many  ieverities, 
but  generally  upon  the  fame 
ground  that  had  been  gone  over 
by  the  marquis. 

We  have  lome  time  ago  feen  that 
a  fele£t  committee  was  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  affairs  of  India. 
This  committee  had  already  pre- 
fented  a  long  report  relative  to 
aifairs  and  traniadtions  in  the  ealt, 
and  was  {till  in  the  courfe  of  its 
enquiries,  when  an  account  was 
received  cf  the  unfortunate  war  in 
the  Carnatic,  and  of  the  dreadful 
ravages  made  by  Hyder  Ally. 
This  intelligence  be-  A  . 

ing  communicated  to  ^ 1  3otil» 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the 
miniile  ,  he  moved  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  of  fe- 
crecv,  to  enquire  into  the  eaufes 
of  the  war  now  fiibfifting  in  the 
Carnatic;  and  of  the  prelent  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Britiib  poiTeffions  in 
thofe  par^s ;  and  to  report  the 
fame,  with  their  obfervations 
thereon.  Although  they  acknow¬ 
ledged,  On  all  fides,  bad  conduct 
of  affairs  in  India,  had  ender°ci 
enquiries  on  that  fubject  generally 
grateful,  yet  the  propofol  of  a 
fecret  committee  was  greatly  dif- 
liked  and  much  objected  to  by  the 
opposition. 

T  hey  faid,  if  the  enquiry  was 
ferioufly  gone  into,  and  fairly, 
openly,  and  impartially  conduced, 
without  being  con ve  ted  into  a 
job,  and  rendered  the  mere  en¬ 
gine  of  party  and  rmnifterial  views 
as  had  been  the  cafe  of  former  en¬ 
quiries,  nothing  could  meet -their 

approbation 
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approbation  more  fully,  as  nothing 
could  be  more  highly  ufeful  and 
neceiiary.  But  if  theie,  and  theie 
only,  were  the  ia  r  and  laudable 
objedts  in  view,  why  carry  on  the 
bufinefs  in  the  dark?  Why  refer 
it  to  a  fecret  committee  ?  No  body 
was  now  to  learn,  that  notwith- 
{banding  the  name  and  form  of  a 
ballot,  the  members  of  it  would 
be  virtually  appointed  by  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her.  The  nation  had  already 
facrificed  too  fatally,  both  in  the 
Eaft  and  in  the  Weft,  to  jobs,  to 
patronage,  to  partial  proceedings, 
and  to  interefted  views.  By  thefe 
the  empire  had  been  convulfed  in 
all  its  parts,  and  reduced  to  its 
prefent  fallen  ftate.  It  was  the 
glory  of  our  confi itution,  that  our 
courts  of  juftlce  were  open  to  all 
the  world,  and  all  our  judicial 
proceedings  publicly  carried  on. 
It  was  this,  and  not  merely  our 
laws,  that  afforded  fo  high  a  re¬ 
putation  to  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  in  this  country,  and  fo  de- 
cifive  a  fuperiority  over  that  of 
others.  Beftdes,  the  members  of 
a  feledt  but  open  committee, 

,  would  receive  great  aid,  in  exa¬ 
mining  fo  vaft  a  mafs  of  papers, 
and  enquiring  into  fuch  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fadts,  from  the  occaiional 
alfiftance  of  other  gentlemen, 
many  of  whom  would  be  led  to 
attend  from  their  great  knowledge 
in  the  affairs  of  that  country. 
Nor  was  it  by  any  means  to  be 
forgotten,  that  however  fairly  the 
bufinefs  was  conducted,  a  lecret 
committee  would  be  liable  to  much 
public  doubt  and  fufpicion.  It 
was  always  the  nature  of  fecrecy 
to  infpire  fiffpicion. 

They  defired  the  minifter  to 
conftder,  that  the  Eaft  was  now, 
almoft,  our  laft  ftake  j  that  it  was 


our  principal  remaining  fource  of 
wealth  and  power.  That  the 
evils  and  dangers  there  had  mul¬ 
tiplied  and  riien  to  a  molt  alarm¬ 
ing  height.  That  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  many  individuals,  and 
the  prefervation  of  that  great 
fource  of  wealth  and  power,  were 
all  ftaked  on  the  propofed  enquiry  . 
He  was  therefore  requefted,  if  he 
did;  not  intend  it  merely  as  a 
mockery  of  juftice,  only  to  lay 
tha  clamour  of  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  that  he  would,  from  a  re¬ 
gard  to  public  opinion,  to  the 
moft  effential  interefts  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  juftice  itfelf,  inftitute 
a  committee  of  feledtion  inftead  of 
fecrecy.  What  advantages  might 
not  then  be  expected  from  the  la¬ 
bours  of  a  committee,  which  was 
aided  by  all  the  ability,  informa¬ 
tion.  and  induftry  in  that  houfe  ? 
They  beftdes  wiilied  that  he  would 
extend  the  objedts  of  enquiry  much 
farther  ;  fo  as  to  take  in  the  whole 
affairs,  and  the  government  of 
India,  as  well  as  thofe  matters 
which  related  only  to  the  Car¬ 
natic. 

The  minifter  declared  that  the 
enquiry  was  meant  to  be  ferioufly 
entered  into,  and  that  he  had  not 
the  moft  diftant  intention  of  its 
being  in  any  degree  partial.  He 
conftdered  the  fubject  as  extremely 
weighty  and  important,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  enquired  into 
fairly,  ferioufly,  and  difpaffion- 
ately.  He  only  preferred  a  fecret 
committee,  from  the  much  greater 
difpatch  with  which  they  tranfadted 
bufinefs  than  any  other.  The 
objedts  of  enquiry  were  likewife  of 
a  nature  which  required  fecrecy 
in  the  committee.  The  fame  mo¬ 
tive  of  difpatch,  wh  ch  was  now 
fo  neceftary,  redered  h‘m  averfe 
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to  multiplying  the  objects  of  en¬ 
quiry;  as  that  mud  retard  its 
progrcfs.  He  therefore  wiflied  to 
confine  it  to  the  Carnatic  only,  as 
the  immediate  fcene  of  danger, 
and  affording  caufe  for  the  prelent 
apprehenfion  and  clamour.  'J  he 
atiairs  of  Bengal  were  undoubtedly 
of  the  greateft  confideration  and 
importance  ;  but  they  were  not  fo 
immediately  urgent. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  it  was  faid,  had  totally 
miftaken  the  objeCt  of  the  enquiry  ; 
for  it  was  not  a  judicial  one.  It 
was  not  intended  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  decide  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  any  man,  much  lefs  proceed 
to  puniihment  :  their  bufinefs 
would  be  fimply  to  report  faCts, 
without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
them  :  and  if  thofe  faCts  fhould 
appear  to  the  houfe  as  grounds  of 
accufation  againft  any  individual, 
he  would  then  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  defending  himfelf,  and  the 
proceedings  againft  him  muft  be 
public.  What  had  been  faid  about 
proceedings  in  the  dark  was  there¬ 
fore  unfounded.  The  proceedings 
of  the  committee  muft  all  come  out 
In  the  end,  if  the  houfe  fhould 
think  it  neceffary  to  call  for  their 
minutes  ;  a  circumftanee  which 
removed  all  the  objections  made 
to  a  fuppofed  fecrecy. 

Thefe  reafons  did  not  at  all 
fatisfy  the  oppofttion.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  it  had  been  faid,  was  only 
to  report  faCts  ;  but  thefe  fads 
were  caufes ;  the  motion  faid  that 
the  caufes  of  the  war  in  the  C’.r- 
^iatic  were  to  be  enquired  into  ; 
it  would  not  be  found  eafy  to  ftate 
fadts  of  that  kind  without  giving 
an  op’nion  along  with  them.  But 
the  very  motion  itfelf  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
You.  XXIV. 


for  the  committee  were  not  only 
delired  to  enquire  into  the  cau'es 
of  the  prefent  war,  but  they  w'ere 
fpecially  diredted  to  report  their 
ob  ervations  upon  it.  They  con¬ 
cluded,  that  it  appeared  evidently 
upon  the  whole  face  of  the  matter, 
that,  the  enquiry,  like  all  others 
inftituted  of  late  years  by  minilters, 
was  intended  only  to  deceive  the 
nation  ;  and  would  be  found,  in 
the  event  a  mere  mockery  of 
juftice,  with  the  additional  evil, 
of  being  rendered  an  engine  for 
anfwering  the  moft  pernicious  and 
unconftitutional  minifterial  pur- 
pokes.  Such  would  ever  be  the 
nature  and  the  end  of  enquiries 
conducted  with  fecrecy.  The 
houfe  were  therefore  earneftly 
called  upon  to  confider  the  vaft 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the 
fubjeCt ;  that  we  were  in  the  very 
laft  crifis  of  our  fate,  and  that  the 
exiftence  of  our  commerce  and 
pofTefTions  in  the  Eaft,  muft  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  fpirit  and  policy 
of  the  meafures  Which  were  now 
to  be  purfued ;  and  that,  difdain- 
ing  all  party  views  and  minifterial 
purpofes,  they  would  appoint  art 
open  feleCt  committee,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  fubflantial  juftice 
could  be  obtained,  and  bv  which 
the  affairs  of  this  country  in  India 
could  in  any  degree  be  reftored 
to  their  former  ftate. 

Mr.  Fox  accordingly  moved, 
as  an  amendment  of  ihe  rmnifteffs 
motion .  that  the  words  <c  of  fe~ 
“  crecy”  ftiould  be  omitted  ;  in 
which  he  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Burke.  The  queftion  being  put 
upon  this  amendment,  it  was  re¬ 
jected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  i  34  to  -So.  The  original 
motion  was  then  carried. 

The  event  of  the  ballot  was  juft 
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as  it  had  been  foretold  by  the  op- 
pofilion.  Of  fifteen  members, 
who  compofed  the  feeret  commit¬ 
tee,  a  majority  of  at  lead  four  to 
One,  were  of  the  minider’s  par¬ 
ticular  friends,  and  moil  of  them 
in  high  office.  This  oecafioned 
bo  fmall  dilTatisfadtion  and  com¬ 
plaint  on  the  other  fide  ;  and  fueh 
remarks  were  made  on  the  nature 
of  the  committee,  and  fuch  ill- 
boding  prognod ications  of  its  con- 
dudt,  as  brought  out  no  fmall 
warmth  of  reply  from  feme  of  the 
new  members.  The  feeret  commit¬ 
tee,  befides  being;  endued  with  the 
ufual  powers  of  demanding  papers 
and  examining  witneffes,  were  au- 
thorized  to  fit  in  the  India  Houfe  ; 
to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  place  to  place,  as  it  fuited 
their  convenience  ;  and  to  meet 
and  purfue  their  enquiries  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament. 

The  delegates  which  had  been 
appointed  by  feveral  of  the  adb- 
ciated  counties,  in  order  to  give 
fupport  and  efficacy  to  the  fubje£t 
of  their  former  petitions  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  met  in  London  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  between  thirty  and  forty. 
They  had  themfelves,  as  aiding 
for  their  condituents,  prepared  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  which  the  fubdance  of  thofe 
already  prefented  being  com- 
preffed  within  a  narrower  ccmpafs, 
jhe  matters  of  grievance  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  the  redrefs  pro- 
pofed,  were  brought  forward  into 
one  clear  point  of  view.  But  as 
many  perions,  otherwife  fully 
coinciding  with  their  opinions, 
were  exceedingly  jealous  of  the 
meafure  of  appointing  delegates, 
and  fo  far  from  hearing  or  re¬ 
ceiving  any  thing  from  them, 
would  not  acknowledge  the  poli¬ 


tical  exigence  of  any  fuch  body, 
upon  that  account,  and  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulties  which 
would  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  upon  the  fame  ground  by 
their  declared  oppofers,  they  iub- 
feribed  the  petition  merely  as  in¬ 
dividual  freeholders,  without  any 
afiumption  or  avowal  of  their  de¬ 
legated  powers  or  character,  al¬ 
though  they  were  matters  known 
to  every  one. 

'i  he  petition  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Duncombe,  one  of  the  repre- 
ientatives  of  the  county  of.  York, 
and  continued  upon  the  table  for 
fome  weeks,  until  the  recovery  of 
that  gentleman’s  colleague.  Sir 
George  Saville,  who  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  bufinefs. 

Sir  George  introduced 
his  motion  for  referring  the  pe¬ 
tition  (after  the  find  reading)  to  a 
committee,  with  a  fpeech  of  very 
confiderable  length,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  accuracy  and  com- 
prehenfion,  he  dated  the  caufes, 
progrefs,  and  hidory  of  petitions 
without  doors,  with  the  reception 
they  met,  and  the  effect  which 
they  produced  within ;  particularly 
reciting  the  refolutions  of  the  lad 
parliament  on  the  6th  of  April, 
which  afforded  fo  clear  a  fan6tion 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people, 
and  by  which  that  houfe  was 
pledged  to  a  fpeedy  redrefs  of  their 
grievances. 

The  motion  of  commitment 
meeting  with  a  ftrong  and  deter¬ 
mined  oppodtion,  and  being  do 
lefs  vigorouffy  and  ably  fupported, 
all  the  arguments  pro  and  cony  that 
had  hitherto  been  ufed  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  petitions,  grievances 
and  redrefs,  with  all  thofe  that 
could  now  be  thought  of,  were 
repeated  or  brought  forward  •  the 
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<vhole  being  blended  with  new 
matter,  relative  to  the  powers  af- 
fumed  by  the  del  agates  ;  which, 
though  not  properly  within  the 
line  of  debate,  as  they  did  not 
appear  in  that  capacity  with  re- 
Ipedt  to  the  petition,  was  however, 
continually  preded  into  notice  by 
thofe  who  oppofed  the  motion. 
The  debates  were  long,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  intereding  ;  leveral  con- 
ftitutional  points,  with  re'pedt  to 
the  interference  of  the  people, 
and  the  p  wers  of  government, 
were  ably  and  fully  dilculfed. 

'The  motion  for  committing  the 

petition  was  overruled  upon  a  divi- 

fion,  by  a  majority  of  21  2  to  13^. 

Tyr.-,*,-  ,  ,  Mr.  Burke’s  motion 

Iviay  14.  r  . 

tor  an  enquiry  into 

the  conduct  obferved  on  the  late 
capture  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatius,  particularly  with  refpedt 
to  the  feizure  and  confifcation  of 
private  property,  as  well  as  to 
many  other  outrages  dated  to  have 
been  committed  there,  brought 
out  a  long  and  mod  important 
debate,  fcarcely  lefs  intereding  to 
mankind  in  general,  than  to  this 
nation  and  empire  in  particular. 
'I  he  motion  went  to  an  addrefs  to 
his  majedy,  for  copies  of  all  pro¬ 
clamations,  memorials,  orders, 
and  indructions,  from,  to,  or  by 
the  commanders  by  fea  and  land, 
and  of  all  official  correfpondence 
from  or  to  any  of  his  majedy’s 
miniders,  relative  to  the  difpo- 
dtion  of  the  property  belonging  to 
the  States  General  and  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  inhabiting  or  intereded,  in 
the  places  or  territories  taken  from 
the  faid  States  General  in  the 
Wed  Indies. 

As  the  ab'fence  of  the  com¬ 
manders  who  were  fo  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  fubjett  of  the  en¬ 


quiry,  was  made  the  principal 
ground  for  oppofmg  the  motion 
by  adminidration,  and  as  the  bu- 
finefs  was  again  brought  forward, 
with  additional  information  and 
evidence  by  the  fame  gentleman 
in  the  enfuing  feffion,  to  which 
the  account  of  this  intereding  d if- 
cuffion  more  properly  appertains, 
it  is  the  lefs  neceflary  for  us  to 
enter  into  the  matter  of  the  prelent 
.  debate.  It  is  perhaps  needlefs  to 
obferve,  that  the  knowledge  of 
ancient  and  modern  hidory,  and 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  difpiayed 
by  the  mover,  was  not  inferior  to 
the  philanthropy  (as  well  as  trite 
policy)  which  dictated,  or  to  the 
ability  with  which  he  fupported 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Stanly,  and  wrell  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  other  members 
of  the  oppofition,  who  feemed  to 
contend  with  the  mover,  in  repre- 
fenting  the  tranfavdions  at  St.  Eu- 
datius,  as  the  mod  impolitic,  the 
mod  difgraceful,  and  the  mod 
dangerous,  of  any  that  were  ever 
recorded  in  the  hidory  of  this 
country,  The  American  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  were,  in  point  of  ar¬ 
gument,  the  principal  oppofers 
of  the  motion. 

The  quedion  being  put,  the 
motion  was  rejected,  upon  a  d’-* 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  i6oto  b6. 

The  committee  for 'examining 
the  petitions  from  Bengal,  having 
delivered  in  their  report,  a  bill, 
for  new  modelling  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  in  Bengal,  for 
indemnifying;  the  governor  and 
council,  for  their  refi (lance  to  the 
decrees  0  f  the  faid  court,  and  for 
directing  in  future  the  operation 
of  that  jurildiduon,  was  brought 

l*N]z  in 


i $6*]  ANNU  A  L 

,  in  by  General  Smyth. 

3  °  This  bill,  after  fome 

oppofition,  and  modification  in 
its  paffage,  was  at  length  carried 
through  both  houfes,  and  received 
the  royal  affent  by  the  end  of  the 
feffion. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  mi- 
nifter  had  fome  time  ago  propoled 
a  renewal  p:  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  charter,  were  deemed  by 
the  company  fo  highly  injurious  to 
the  rights,  and  fo  exceedingly 
prejudicial  to  the  interetls  of  that 
body,  that  all  negociation  was 
broken  off,  and  the  bufinefs  lay 
entirely  dormant  during  the  two 
lafl  years.  We  have  feen  in  the 
lafb  felhon,  that  the  minifter  car¬ 
ried  a  vote  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  giving  the  three 
years  notice  decreed  by  act  of  par¬ 
liament  to  the  company,  previous 
to  the  diffolution  of  their  charter, 
that  the  capital  flock  pr  debt  of 
four  million  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  which  was  owing  to  them 
by  the  public,  fhould  be  fully  dif- 
charged,  according  to  the  power 
of  redemption,  by  the  5U1  of 
April,  17S3. 

It  was  now  undoubtedly  time 
to  bring  matters  to  fome  conclufion 
with  the  company  ;  and  in  order 
to  quicken  their  motions,  and  to 
fhew  them  the  folly  and  danger  of 
not  fybmitting  to  fuch  terms  as  he 
was  difpofed  to  grant,  the  minifter 
brought  the  bufinefs  in  fo  terrific 
a  form  into  parliament,  as  feemed 
calculated  to  make  any  conditions 
that  could  almoft  be  propofed  eli¬ 
gible.  Among  the  proportions 
which  he  held  out  for  the  confi» 
deration  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  were  the  following-^  Whe¬ 
ther  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
crown  to  take  the  territorial  poE 
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fefiions  and  revenues  entirely  into 
its  own  hands,  or  to  leave  them 
to  the  management  of  a  company  ? 
Whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
throw  the  trade  to  India  entirely 
open,  or  to  grant  a  monopoly  of 
it  to  another  company  ?  Or,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  fitting  to  grant 
a  new  charter  to  the  prefent  com¬ 
pany,  he  propofed  that  it  fhould 
be  only  for  a  fhort  term,  along 
with  fo  vaft  a  participation  to  the 
public  in  their  profits  and  revenues, 
that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible,  in  the 
moft  favourable  and  fortunate  cir- 
cumftances,  they  could  ever  be 
able  to  increafe  their  dividends 
above  their  prefent  ftandard  of 
8  per  cent. — He  farther  propofed, 
that  a  tribunal  fhould  be  ellablifhed 
here  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  con- 
trouling  and  judging  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  affairs  in  India,  and 
for  punifhing  fuch  fervants  of  the 
company  as  fhould  be  convi&ed 
of  having  abufed  their  power  ; 
that  all  difpatches  received  from 
India  by  the  directors  fhould  be 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  all  difpatches  fhewn  to 
him  before  they  were  fent.  To 
crown  the  whole,  he  made  a  de¬ 
mand  cf  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  as  a  debt  due  to  the 
public  ;  which  he  founded  on  a 
refolution  of  the  commons  in. 
1 77 3 ,  eftablifhing  a  participation 
in  the  profits  of  the  company, 
which  was  faid,  not  to  be  at  all 
included,  or  confirmed  by,  the 
terms  of  the  fubfequent  act  of  par¬ 
liament,  palled  in  that  year  upon 
the  fame  fubjeft. 

The  oppofition  reprobated  the 
minifter’s  propofttions,  in  an  unu- 
iual  ftile  offeverity  and  execration. 
They  declared,  that  they  included 
and  intended  the  moft  flagrant  in- 
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juftice,  and  the  mod;  barefaced 
public  robbery,  that  had  ever  been 
ventured  upon,  under  any  confti- 
tution  of  civil  government,  how¬ 
ever  arbitrary.  It  was  ftill  worfe 
in  a  commercial  ftatc  than  in  any 
other  ;  at  onceoverthrowing  every 
idea  of  fecurity  in  the  poffefiion  of 
all  property  whatever,  whether 
founded  on  the  laws  and  the  courfe 
of  juftice,  or  on  confidence  in  the 
public  faith.  And,  they  infilled 
that  neither  the  minifter,  that 
houfe,  nor  the  legifiature  at  large, 
who  were  all  parties  in  the  quelti- 
on,  could  at  all  be  competent,  un¬ 
der  any  colour  of  juftice,  to  decide 
on  the  rights  of  the  company, 
with  refpeft  to  its  territorial  pof- 
fefiions  and  revenues.  The  houfe 
were  more  than  once  called  upon, 
to  recoiled!  the  danger  attending 
the  violation  of  charters.  Maffa- 
chufett’s  Bay  afforded  them  a  no¬ 
table  inflance,  the  confequences 
of  which  would  long  be  felt  by 
the  nation.  They  might  alfo 
learn  from  the  American  war, 
that  public  robbery  was  not  only 
dif graceful  but  ruinous  to  a  na¬ 
tion. 

The  fubjedl  neceffarily  brought 
out,  in  its  long  and  various  pro¬ 
gress  through  the  fummer,  moll 
of  thofe  arguments  which  we  have 
heretofore  feen,  when  the  quellions 
arifing  upon  the  rights  of  the  com 
pany,  the  claims  of  the  public, 
and  the  interferance  of  govern¬ 
ment,  have,  upon  feveral  occa- 
fions,  been  fo  fully  and  ably  dif- 
cuffed. 

Nor  was  the  bufinefs  lefs  aei- 

,  o 

tated  in  the  company  itfelf.  Ne- 
gociations  were  opened  between 
the  minifter  and  the  directors  ; 
and  various  propofals  made,  and 
conditions  offered,  without  com- 
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ing  to  any  conclufion.  Courts  of 
proprietors  were  frequently  held  ; 
and  in  one  inftance,  they  over¬ 
ruled,  or  refufed  to  confirm  an 
agreement  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into  by  the  directors,  In 
general,  the  terms  held  out  by 
adminiftration  were  deemed  k> 
grievous  aud  unjuft,  that  it  was 
more  than  once  offered  in  thofe 
courts,  that  it  would  be  better  at 
once  to  difpofe  of  all  their  pro¬ 
perty  at  home  and  abroad  in 
the  beft  manner  they  could,  and 
putting  an  end  to  their  political 
exiftence,  ftake  their  title  to  it 
on  a  legal  decifion,  than  fubmit 
to  demands  fo  exorbitant  and  ru¬ 
inous. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bad  news 
which  arrived  from  India,  and  the 
doubtful  and  dangerous  Hate  of 
the  company  abroad,  could  not 
but  affeft  the  face  of  affairs  at 
home,  and  operate  confiderably 
upon  the  meafures  and  tranfadtions 
on  both  Tides.  The  view  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  large  fum  of  money,  for 
the  renewal  of  their  charter,  from 
the  company,  was,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  totally  clofed. 
The  minifter  was  wearied  by  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  bufinefs,  and, 
though  he  carried  every  queftion 
by  a  prodigious  majority,  he  was 
no  lefs  tired  out  by  the  vexatious 
debate  which  it  continually  pro¬ 
duced  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
was  teazed  by  the  continual  calls 
and  complaints  of  oppofition,  for 
fuffering  all  the  beft  part  of  the 
feffion  to  elaple,  and  deferring 
bufinefs  of  the  firft  importance, 
and  queftions  of  the  greateft  mag¬ 
nitude,  until  moft  of  the  indepen¬ 
dent  members  had  retired  to  the 
country,  and  that  the  he  life  was  in 
a  manner  deferted. 

[*'V]  3 
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n.  The  minister  accord- 
June  1  *  ingly  brought  in  a  tem¬ 
porary  bill,  allowing  the  compa¬ 
ny  for  a  limited  term,  to  continue 
their  excluftve  trade  to  India  ;  to 
manage  the  territorial  acquisitions 
and  poffeffions  in  Alia,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  revenues  arising  there¬ 
from.  The  future  provisions  of 
this  bill,  though  they  tended  to 
eftablifh  a  very  great  participa¬ 
tion  to  the  public  in  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  the  company,  were 
not  much  controverted ;  as  the 
fhortnefs  of  its  duration  would  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  for  fettling 
thofe  matters  upon  a  better  foot¬ 
ing.  But  the  retrofpe£ltive  effect 
of  it,  in  compelling  the  company 
to  pay  the  demand  of  632,000!. 
made  by  the  minister,  under  a 
claim  of  participation  in  its  paid 
profits,  was  ftrenuoufly  combated 
by  the  opposition,  who  reprefent- 
ed  it  as  a  meafure  of  the  utmoft 
violence  and  injuflice.  The  com¬ 
pany  likewife  petitioned,  and 
were  heard  by  counfel  agaipft  the 
bill.  Chance,  however,  had 
nearly  effected,  what  the  exertions 
of  the  opposition  and  company 
were  totally  unequal  to.  Through 
inattention  and  bad  at!  endance,  the 
thinnefs  of  the  houfe  probably  in¬ 
duced  the  oppoiitiofi,  unexpected¬ 
ly  to  bring  a  queftion  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill  to  a 
division  ;  which  was  only  carried 
by  a  majority  of  28  to  25,  fo  that 
the  bill  was  within  three  of  being 
loft.  It  met  with  fome  faint  op¬ 
position  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
where  the  Duke  of  Chandos  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  could  not  confent 
to  a  bringing  a  bill  of  rapine  and 
plunder  in  aid  of  fupply.  We 
fhould  obferve,  that  the  minifter’s 
claim  of  632,000!.  upon  the  com¬ 


pany  had  been  reduced  in  its  pac¬ 
kage  through  the  Houfe  of  Com? 
mons  to  402,000  1.  This  bill  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  aftent,  along  with 
the  Bengal  judicature  bill,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  feflion. 

The  restrictions  of  the  marriage 
a, cl  of  the  year  1751,  had  not  only 
been  much  complained  of  by  the 
younger  part  of  the  world,  but 
had  drawn  the  cenfure  of  fome 
more  ferious,  and  even  well-in¬ 
formed  men,  who  fuppofing  it 
unfavourable  to  population,  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  all  States,  but  particularly  to 
that  of  a  commercial  nation ;  and 
who  condemned  it  likewife  as  be¬ 
ing  aristocratic  in  its  principle. 

An  inconvenience,  arifing  not 
fo  much  from  any  end  propofed 
by  the  law,  as  from  fome  inci¬ 
dental  circumstances  of  the  penal¬ 
ties  which  were  to  inforce  obe¬ 
dience  to  it,  was  the  caufe  af  its 
being  at  this  time  brought  into 
difcuSlion.  As  publicity  was  one 
of  the  objects  aimed  at  in  this  law, 
it  enabled,  that  all  marriages  cele¬ 
brated  in  places,  where  banns  had 
not  been  ufually  published,  and 
marriages  celebrated  before  the 
act,  fhould  be  considered  as  void 
ab  initio.  It  happened,  that  a 
great  number  of  new  chapels 
and  places  of  worfhip  had,  ac¬ 
cording  to  various  exigencies,  been 
erebtqd  Since  the  pacing  of  that 
law  j  and  while  the  more  oftenSi- 
ble,  and  originally  operative  parts 
of  the  jaw  were  welj  remembered, 
nobody  thought  of  examining  an 
old  a£t  of  parliament,  on  any  idea 
that  its  penalties  extended  to  fu¬ 
ture  and  neceffary  contingency. 
Thefe  newly  erebled  chapels, 
being  ufed  for  all  other  religious 
purpofes,  marriages  were  fo.Iem- 
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nfzed  in  them,  without  any  idea 
of  contravening  the  letter  or  (pi¬ 
nt  of  the  law.  All  thefe  were, 
however,  ihaken.  The  litigious 
induftry  of  a  country  attorney,  and 
difpoiition  of  the  officers  of  a  pa- 
riih,  at  length  brought  to  light 
the  full  effebt  of  this  claufe.  It 
was  evidently  ridiculous,  that  the 
validity  of  a  marriage  Should  de¬ 
pend  uoon  the  (kill  of  the  parties 
in  the  antiquities  of  the  place  of 
celebration.  And  as  the  point 
might  become  every  day  more  ob- 
fcure,  and  more  a  fubjeft  oi  di ! - 
cuffion,  the  evils,  already  feverely 
felt,  threatened  the  moll  alarming 
and  general  confequences,  in  the 
moil  delicate  and  valuable  of  all 
political  conliderations.  Such  is 
the  tell  of  legiilalion !  The  de¬ 
pendencies  of  civil  affairs  are  fo 
nice  and  various,  that  the  contim 
gent  effects  are  often  of  greater 
moment  than  the  immediate  ones. 
A  (ingle  inaccuracy  in  one  law, 
may  iliake  the  frame  of  the  whole 
community.  The  prefent  inftance, 
is  one  among  many,  to  imprefs 
men  in  fuch  matters  with  the  ne~ 
ceffity  of  deliberation  and  fore- 
fight. 

The  firll  legal  decifion  upon 
this  new  queilion  of  law,  arofe 
ypon  the  calamitous  cafe  of  a 
pauper,  with  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  who  being  denied  a  fet- 
tlement  by.  the  parilff,  notwith- 
ilanding  an  order  of  the  juilices  in 
Jiis  favour,  the  matter  came  into 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  $  where 
the  judges,  though  exceedingly 
contrary  to  their  inclinations  and 
feelings,  thought  themfflves  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  adhering  to  the 
letter  of  the  act. 

This  induced  Lord  Beauchamp 
to  introduce  the  bufinefs  in  the 


Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  bring 
in  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  adordir.  g 
relief  to  the  many  thoufands  wh> 
were  innocently  involved  in  jo 
grievous  and  calamitous  a  fitua- 
tion.  Such  was  the  concurring 
zeal  of  all  parties,  to  prevent 
thofe  irremediable  milchiefs  which 
were  likely  to  arile  from  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  late  decifion,  that 
though  the  fubjcdt  was  only  in¬ 
troduced  on  the  28th  of  May,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
palfed,  on  the  7th  of  June. 

The  marriage  aft  had  in  its 
origin  been  oppofed  with  great 
zeal  by  the  late  Lord  Holland  j 
and  Mr.  Fox  conffdering  the  oppo- 
fition  to  it  as  devolved  by  delcent 
upon  himfelf,  wiihed  to  extend 
the  provifions  of  Lord  Beauchamp’s 
bill  much  farther,  than  met  ely 
the  relief  intended  with  regard 
the  (ingle  object  in  view. 

This  was  likewife  the  with  of 
many  others  who  di  approved,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  of 
the  marriage  aft.  But  it  not  be¬ 
ing  deemed  prudent  to  run  the 
rifque  of  delaying  the  operation 
or  preventing  the  effebl  of  the 
new  bill,  by  clogging  it  with 
any  matter  which  might  produce 
an  oppofition,  Mr.  Fox,  as  foon 
as  it1  was  paffed,  entered,  with  his 
ulual  ability,  into  a  lull  (tate- 
ment  of  the  marriage  aft,  in 
which  he  reprobated  in  the  fevered 
terms  its  principle  and  defign, 
painted  in  the  fkongeft  colours, 
the  extreme  impolicy  and  perni¬ 
cious  copfequences  of  its  reduc¬ 
tions,  and  represented  the  whole, 
as  being  equally  tyrannical  and 
abfurd.  He  observed,  that  by 
the  newly  difcovered  blot  in  that 
law,  now  confirmed  by  a  legal  de- 
cifion,  moil  of  the  clergy  in  the 

kingdom 
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kingdom  bad  been  ignorantly 
guilty  of  telony  by  the  celebration 
of  marriages  in  the  new  chap¬ 
els  $  io  that  (as  he  laughably 
continued)  we  might  expert  to  fee 
moil  of  our  prelates,  either  trans¬ 
ported  to  America,  or  fent  in 
them  lawn  fieeves  to  work  on  board 
the  ball  aft  lighters.  He  conclud¬ 
ed  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
aft  ;  the  amendment  going  to  the 
repeal  of  every  part  of  that  law, 
excepting  what  related  to  the  re¬ 
gistering  of  marriages. 

I  he  other  fide  of  the  queftion 
was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
Supported  with  great  ability.  He 
fet  the  matter  upon  the  confider- 
tions  due  to  parents  and  relations, 
as  Mr.  Fox  had  confined  it  to  thofe 
of  the  parties  themielves.  He 
urged  and  enforced  all  the  topics 
which  naturally  prefent  them- 
felves  in  oppofttion  to  clandeftine 
marriages,  contrafted  between 
persons  unequal  iq  rank,  fortune 
and  every  circumftance,  at  an 
age,  in  which  the  law  does  not 
allow  diferetion  to  perform  any 
other  aft  whatfoever.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  marriage  aft  had 
pretty  juftly  hit  the  medium,  be¬ 
tween  clofe  and  mifehievous  re¬ 
ft  rain  t,  and  the  former  laxity, 
which  had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch 
diSorders  and  fo  many  juft  com¬ 
plaints,  He  faid  that  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  free  agency  in  this  im- 
portant  matter,  being  reduced  to 
that  of  legal  dfficretion  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  there  were  no  complaints 
on  either  fide.  If  in  the  purfuit 
of  improvement  any  incidental  in- 
conveniencies  had  arifen,  we 
ought  not  for  the  cure  of  it  to 
refort  to  the  original  evil, 

Lord  Beauchamp’s  bill  palled 


the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  received 
the  royal  aflent  ;  but  Mr.  FoxV 
bill  was  lefs  fortunate  being  loft 
on  the  fecond  reading,  without 
a  divifion  ;  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon  had,  however,  been  held 
out  as  a  rea  on,  for  its  not  then 
being  proper  to  enter  into  the 
confideration  of  a  queftion  of  fuck 
importance. 

The  hope  of  conciliation  in  Some 
manner  or  form  with  America, 
and  confequently  of  withdrawing 
her  from  her  new  conneftions, 
was  not  yet  entirely  extinft  with 
the  oppofttion  ;  and  under  this  irn- 
preftion,  Colonel  Hartley,  on  the 
laft  day  of  May  but  one,  had 
moved  for  the  bringing  in  a  bill, 
to  veft  the  crown  with  Sufficient 
powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  fi¬ 
nally  to  agree,  upon  the  means  of 
reftoring  peace  with  the  provinces 
of  North  America.  Theminifters 
Seemed  difpo  ed  to  have  met  the 
queftion  only  with  a  ftlent  nega¬ 
tive  ;  but  being  rather  forced  into 
a  debate  by  Sir  George  Saville, 
it  afforded  an  opportunity  to  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr,  Burke,  to  throw  out 
fo  much  keen  cenfure  and  invec¬ 
tive  upon  the  whole  fubjeft  of  the 
American  buftnefs  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  that  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  fide  declared,  the  motion  was 
at  leaft  entitled  to  one  praife,  that 
of  having  produced  two  of  the  rnoft 
elegant  and  powerful  philippics 
againft  admin ift ration,  which  had 
ever  been  delivered  in  that  houfe. 
The  motion  was  rejected  on  a  divi— 
fton,  by  a  majority  of  106  to  72. 

An  account  of  the  battle  of 
Guilford,  in  North  Carolina, 
having  foon  after  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  together  with  thofe  fub- 
fequent  events,  by  which  it  ap- 
neared  that  the  victorious  army 

had 
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had  notwithftanding  fuffered  the 
confequences  of  defeat,  in  being 
obliged  to  abandon  the  country, 
with  all  the  objects  of  their  enter¬ 
ing  it,  and  to  retire  to  the  fea 
fide,  Mr.  Fox  thought  this  intel¬ 
ligence,  fo  authenticated,  afford¬ 
ed  a  proper  foundation  for  bring¬ 
ing  the  bufmefs  again  forward. 

He  accordingly,  on  the  i  2th  of 
June,  making  the  Gazette  the 
ground  of  his  proceeding,  moved, 
that  the  houfe  fliould  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  confider  of  the 
American  war  ;  at  the  fame  time 
giving  notice,  that  he  intended  to 
move  a  refolution  in  the  commit¬ 
tee, — “  That  his  majefty’s  mini- 
“  fters  ought  immediately  to  take 
*c  every  pofhble  meafure  for  con- 
“  eluding  peace  with  our  A- 
“  merican  colonies.” 

As  this  motion  occafioned  an 
exertion  of  all  the  ability  on  either 
fide  of  the  houfe,  it  neceffarily 
brought  out  all  the  arguments 
that  had  yet,  or  that  could  now 
be  offered,  on  the  queftions,  of 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
American  war,  the  grounds  for 
hoping  or  defpairing  of  fuccefs, 
the  prudence  or  policy  of  feeking 
a  peace  with  America,  the  proba¬ 
bilities  of  obtaining  it,  or  of  de¬ 
taching  them  from  their  allies,  if 
fought,  the  confequences  of  grant¬ 
ing  independence  to  the  colonies, 
which  muff  be  laid  down  as  the 
firft  preliminary  towards  obtaining 
fuch  a  peace,  and  whether  the 
crown  was  not  already  endued  with 
fufficient  powers  for  concluding  a 
peace  with  America,  if  ever  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure  fliould 
be  eftablifh^d  ?  Both  the  compe¬ 
tency  of  parliament  to  any  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  and  the  propriety, 
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if  competent,  of  fuch  interference, 
were  likewife  brought  into  quef- 
tion,  and  fully  difeuffed.  Thefe, 
with  other  matters  arifing  from 
the  fubjedt,  were  debated  with 
great  ability  till  towards  midnight, 
when  the  motion  was  rejected  upon 
a  divifion,  by  'a  majority  of  172 
to  99. 

The  ufual  vote  of  credit  for  a 
million  being  obtained,  an  end 
was  at  length  put  to  this  long, 
and  exceedingly  tirefome  feilion  of 
parliament.  In  the  . ,  , 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  ^ 
they  were  comforted  for  the  un- 
ufual  length  of  attendence,  by  the 
fatisfadtory  refledtion,  that  their 
time  had  been  employed  in  a  faith¬ 
ful  difeharge  of  their  duty  to  their 
country,  in  the  prefent  arduous 
and  critical  date  of  public  affairs. 
An  entire  approbation  of  their 
condudt,  and  a  perfect  confidence 
in  the  loyalty  and  good  affedlions 
of  this  parliament,  was  declared. 
The  zeal  and  ardour  which  they 
had  fhewn  for  the  honour  of  the 
crown  ;  their  firm  and  fteady  fup- 
port  of  a  good  caufe  ;  and  the 
great  efforts  they  had  made  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  furmount  all 
the  difficulties  of  this  extenfive 
and  complicated  war,  muft,  it 
was  faid,  convince  the  World, 
that  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation  is  not  abated  or  dimi- 
nifhed.  That  in  the  midif  of 
thefe  difficulties,  they  had  formed 
regulations  for  the  better  manage¬ 
ment  and  improvement  of  the  re¬ 
venue  ;  they  had  given  additional 
ffrength  and  liability  to  public 
credit ;  and  their  deliberations  on 
the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  had  terminated  in  fuch  mea¬ 
sures  as  would  it  was  trufeed, 
produce  great  and  effential  advan- 

ta  ges 
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tsges  to  thefe  kingdoms.  The 
fubjeEt  of  India  affairs  was  again 
and  a^ain  recurred  to  ;  the  bene¬ 
fits  to  be  derived  from  the  territo¬ 
rial  poffeflions,  and  the  attention 
to  be  paid  to  the  reftraining  of 
abuies,  particularly  noticed;  and 
it  was  concluded,  that  the  buEnefs 
would  be  refumed  and  completed 
at  their  next  meeting.  The  ufual 
declarations,  of  wifliing  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  public  tranquility, 
and  of  endeavouring  to  bring  back 
the  deluded  fubjeEls  in  America  to 
the  happinefs  and  liberty  they  for¬ 


merly  enjoyed,  were  now  made; 
But,  though  peace  was  the  earned: 
wifh  of  his  majefly’s  heart,  he 
declared,  that  he  had  too  firm  a 
reliance  on  the  fpirit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  the  powerful  affift- 
ance  of  his  parliament,  and  the 
proteEtion  of  a  juft  and  all-power¬ 
ful  providence,  to  accept  ft  upon 
any  other  terms  or  conditions, 
than  fuch  as  might  confift  with 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
crown  and  the  permanent  intereft 
and  fecurity  of  his  people. 
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JANUARY. 

Decejnber  30.  1780. 

T  HE  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh 
left  Buckingham  Houfe,  ac¬ 
companied  by  colonel  Grenville, 
on  his  way  to  the  Continent.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  affecting  than 
the  parting  between  the  prince  and 
the  reft  of  the  royal  family.  Their 
majefties  both  wept  feverely  :  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  particular, 
was  fo  much  affected  with  the  mif- 
fortune  of  being  deprived,  for  fo 
long  a  period,  of  the  foie  compa¬ 
nion  of  his  youth,  that  he  ftood 
in  a  ftate  of  entire  inferdibility, 
totally  unable  to  fpeak,  or  to  ex- 
prefs  the  concern  he  felt  fo 
ftrongly. 

Jan.  1.1781.  His  Royal  High- 
neis  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  de¬ 
clared  of  age,  and  appeared  at 
court  in  his  new  character. 

India  Houfe.  By  a  report  of  the 
committee  of  proprietors,  appoint¬ 
ed  to  examine  the Eaft-  India  com¬ 
pany's  accounts,  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  company  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  20th  ult.  appeared  to 
be  13,451,877b  including  the 
value  of  the  Eaft  India  Houfe  and 
warehoufes,  as  eftimated  by  the 
company  s  furveyor  in  January 
la  ft. 

.  Rome ,  fan.  3.  In  a  confiftory 
Vol.  XXIV. 


held  the  14th  inft.  the  three  new 
cardinals,  Mancinforte,  Anta- 
mori,  and  Altieri,  received  the 
hat  from  the  hands  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  Pontiff.  Cardinal  Pamphili 
died  the  4th  inftant  at  Verona. 
Cardinal  de  Simone  died  the  16th, 
at  his  feat  at  Terni ;  and  the  fame 
day  died  at  Rome,  Cardinal  de 
Boxadors,  formerly  General  of  the 
order  of  St.  Dominic.  There  are 
at  prefent  eight  hats  vacant,  be- 
fides  three  that  the  JPope  had  re- 
ferved  in  petto ,  two  in  the  con¬ 
fiftory  of  June  23,  1 777,  and  one 
in  that  of  July  18,  1779. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  the  Temple 
hall  ale-houfe,  in  Shire-lane, 
T  emple-bar,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  with  the  two  houfes  on  each 
fide  adjoining,  belides  damaging 
two  or  three  others.  Two  men,  a 
woman,  and  a  child,  perifhed  in 
the  flames. 

A  gentleman  was  taken  . 

#  o  h 

mtocuftody  fortreafonable  ■>  ' 
practices,  named  Henry  Francis 
de  la  Motte,  which  he  bore  with 
the  title  of  baron  annexed  to  it. 
He  has  refided  in  Bond  Street,  at 
a  Mr.  Otley’s,  a  woollen-draper, 
for  feme  time. 

When  he  was  goingup  ftairsat 
the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  office  in 
Cleveland-row,  he  dropped  feve- 
ral  papers  on  the  ftair-cafe,  which 

rZD  were 
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were  immediately  difcovered  by 
the  meftengers,  and  carried  in 
with  him  to  Lord  Hillfoorough. 
After  his  examination  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  a  clofe  prifoner  for  high 
treafon  to  the  Tower. 

The  papers  taken  from  him  are, 
reported  to  be  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance.  Among  them  are  par¬ 
ticular  lifts  of  every  fhip  of  force 
in  any  of  our  yards  and  docks,  the 
complement  of  men  they  have  on 
board  at  the  time  of  their  failing, 
with  remarks  of  their  being  well 
manned,  when  fhort  of  the  regu¬ 
lated  number,  Sc c.  He  has  even 
none  fo  far  as  to  furnifh  the  rnott 

<0 

accurate  lifts  of  the  feamen  in  the 
different  hofpitals  at  Portfmouth 
and  Plymouth. 

In  confequence  of  the  above 
papers  being  found,  Henry  Lut- 
terloh,  Efq;  of  Wickham,  near 
Portfmouth,  was  afterwards  ap- 
'  prehended  and  brought  to  town. 
The  mefTengers  found  Mr.  Lutter- 
I0I1  ready  booted  to  go  a  hunting. 
When  he  underftood  their  bufi- 
nefs,  he  did  not  difcover  the  lead 
embarraffment,  but  delivered  his 
kevs  with  the  utmoft  readinefs. 

J 

In  his  drawers  were  found  cafh 
and  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of 
about  300I.  but  upon  a  careful 
perufai  of  the  notes,  it  was  dif¬ 
covered  they  were  all  drawn  pay¬ 
able  to  the  fame  perfon,  and  dated 
on  the  fame  day  with  thofe  found 
on  La  Motte.  Mr.  Lutterloh  is  a 
German,  and  had  lately  taken  a 
houfe  at  Wickham,  within  a  few 
tniles  of  Portfmouth  ;  and  as  he 
kept  a  pack  of  hounds,  and  was 
confidered  as  a  good  companion, 
he  was  well  received  by  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  neHhbonrhood. 

O 

In  a  few  days  afterwards  a  third 
perfon,  named  Ryder,  was  ap¬ 


prehended  andbroughtto  London., 
and  who  is  laid  to  be  the  perfon 
from  whom  Lutterloh  derived  all 
his  information  refpedlingtheftatc 
of  our  marine  and  dock-yards. 

Ryder  the  Jaft  war  performed 
fignal  fervices  to  his  country,  by 
his  extenfive  knowledge  of  the 
foundings  on  the  enemy’s  coafl  ; 
and  for  his  a Clive  exertions  he  was 
rewarded  with  a  penfion  of  200I. 
a-year,  which  has  been  regularly 
paid  him  ever  hnce.  At  the  fame 
time  he  has  been  employed  in  the 
office  at  Plymouth  ;  and  by  being 
fo  capable  of  giving  afliftance  to 
the  admiralty,  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  in  contriving  fig- 
nals  ;  and  it  has  been  through  his 
means  that  the  enemy  has  been 
furnifhed  fo  exactly  with  our  fig- 
naH 

On  the  preceding  day,  a  man 
named  Rougee,  and  a  woman 
named  Dobrey  (with  whom  he 
cohabited)  were  apprehended  at 
their  lodgings  in  Greek-ftreet, 
Soho,  in  confequence  of  an  in¬ 
formation  lodged  againft  them, 
charging  them  with  having  con¬ 
veyed  various  packets  of  intelli¬ 
gence  to  France,  by  way  of  Mar¬ 
gate  and  Oftend.  After  3  long 
examination  both  were  committed 
to  prifon. 

Admiralty  Office,  ffan.  10. 

Captain  Dacres,  of  his  majefty’s 
fhip  Ferfeus,  and  the  Fortune 
{loop,  arrived  on  the  7  th  in  ft  ant 
in  the  Downs,  with  the  Catherine 
Wilhelmina,  a  Dutch  Eaft- India 
fhip  of  900  tons,  from  Rotterdam 
to  Batavia,  laden  with  large  mafts 
and  other  naval  ftores,  and  having 
on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie. — The 
Perfeus  has  alfo  taken  and  fent 
into  Portfmouth  the  Friendfhip, 

a  Dutch 
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a  Dutch  veflel,  laden  with  fruit. 
— The  Grifhn  and  Rambler  cut¬ 
ters  have  taken  Le  General  Ville 
Patolix,  French  privateer,  carry¬ 
ing  12  guns  and  56  men. — And 
Lieutenant  Furnival,  of  the  Nim¬ 
ble  cutter,  has  taken  La  Subtille 
French  privateer  of  guns  and 
43  men. 

r]  The  fediens  ended  at  the 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prifoners  received  fenience 
of  death,  viz.  James  Smith,  for  rob- 
bingTho.  Morris,  on  Conditution- 
hill,  in  St.  James’s-park,  of  two 
half  crowns  ;  Charles  Sheppard, 
for  breaking  into  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Jane  Weft,  in  St.  Bo- 
tolph’s,  Aldgate,  with  intent  to 
fteal  her  goods  ;  Abraham  Dry, 
for  robbing  Janet  Atkinfon  on  the 
highway  nearthe  Broad  fancluary, 
Weftminfter,  of  a  bundle  contain¬ 
ing  a  quantity  of  (lockings  and 
other  pedlars  goods  ;  William  Do- 
bey  and  John  Darbey,  for  aftault- 
ing  James  Bing  in  a  field  near 
Tottenham  court  road,  and  rob¬ 
bing  him  of  a  pair  of  ftlver  (hoe- 
buckles  and  fome  money  ;  Mary 
Jones  and  Ann  Gilfon,  for  deal¬ 
ing  in  the  (hop  of  Me(T.  Allnut 
and  Cox,  in  Southampton -ftreet, 
Holborn,  57  yards  of  Perlian  filk  ; 
Thomas  Maple  and  Jofeph  Maple, 
for  breaking  into  the  dwelling- 
lioiife  of  John  Seager,  the  King’s- 
head,  in  Gray’s-inn  lane,  and 
dealing  a  table  doth,  a  filk  car¬ 
dinal,  and  other  things  ;  Anne 
Martin,  alias  Harris,  alias  Lanf- 
dale,  alias  Jones,  for  dealing  in 
the  dwelling-houfc  of  Geo.  Eltoft, 
to  whom  the  day  before  (he  had 
been  hired  as  a  fervant,  a  quan¬ 
tity  cf  diver  plate,  a  metal  watch, 
two  counterpanes,  and  other 
things  :  (he  was  alfo  convicted  for 


N  I  C  L  E.  £163 

(leal  ingin  thehoufc  of  Peter  Craw¬ 
ford,  Efq;  at  Clerkenwell,  where 
die  had  been  hired  about  five  hours, 

11  #  ? 

arge  quantity  of  filver  plate, 
value  401.  ar.d  upwards. 

This  night’s  Gazette  . 

contains  a  proclamation  for  *3  1 6 
a  public  fall  and  humiliation  to  be 
obferved  throughout  England  and 
Vv  ales,  on  Wednefday  the  2  id  day 
of  February  next,  and  in  Scotland 
on  Thurfday  the  2 2d  day  of  that 
month; 

T  he  Houfe  of  Commons  . 

agreed  to  the  report  of  the  2^L  * 
refolution  of  yefterday,  for  grant- 
ing  8o,ocol.  for  the  relief  of  the 
fufferers  from  the  late  hurricanes 
at  Barbadoes,  and  40,0001.  for 
thofe  at  Jamaica. 

A  letter  from  ShrewfBury  fays, 
“  Bet  ween  twelve  and  one  o’clock 
on  Thurfday  morning  lad  a  (hock 
of  an  earth. quake  was  felt  by  ma¬ 
ny  inhabitants  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  providentially  without 
doing  any  damage ;  it  was  fo 
ftrong  as  to  awaken  feveral  perfons 
out  of  their  deep.” 

At  the  meeting  of  the  fociety 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  the 
following  candidates  received  the 
premiums  adjudged  to  them  for 
drawings  : 

O  ^ 

Mid  Leonora  Deyongh,of  Bow^ 
Middlefex,  the  Ieder  filver  palctt 
for  a  drawing  of  dowers. 

Mr.  W,  P.  Tompkins,  ofQuefch- 
Anne  ftreet  Ead,  the  greater  filver 
pallet,  for  a  drawing  of  land- 
fcapes. 

Mifs  Anne  Smith,  of  Portland- 
road,  the  leffer  filver  pallet,  for  a 
drawing  of  landfcapes. 

And  the  golden  medal  was  ad- 
judged  to  W m  Mellilh,  Efq;  for 
having  planted  on  his  eftate  in 
[.£]  2  Netting^ 
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Nottinghamfhire,  47,000  larch- 
trees. 

,  Lord  Geo.  Gordon  was 

2 E  1‘  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  Court  of  King’s-Beneh,  by 
virtue  of  a  writ  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus,  iffued  to  the  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Tower. 

The  writ  of  Habeas  being  read, 
and  a  return  made  of  it,  the  court 
ordered  the  indictment  to  be  read; 
previous  to  which  Lord  George 
Gordon  requeded  permiffion  of 
the  court  to  be  heard  a  few  words. 
This  being  complied  with,  his 
lordfhip  remarked,  “  that  he 
was  adonifhed  to  find,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Wedminder,  that  the 
doors  of  the  hall  were  flint,  and 
confequently  that  the  people  had 
not  free  accefs  to  his  trial.  He 
then  enumerated  the  various  hard- 
fhips  that  had  attended  his  Angu¬ 
lar  fituation  and  long  confine¬ 
ment :  faid  he  had  differed  much 
in  f  confequence  thereof  by  the 
force  of  public  prejudice :  ex- 
preffed  h?s  furprife  that  fuch  a 
vail  number  of  jurors  fhould  have 
been  fummoned  on  his  trial,  as  by 
this  means  he  was  deprived  @f  the 
ufual  benefit  of  challenging  his 
jury  :  he  had  like  wife  heard  that 
the  very  judges  of  the  land  had 
been  confulted  on  his  cafe  ;  but  he 
hoped  the  faCl  would  prove,  that 
he  had  not  been  thus  prejudged. 
Witnefies,  he  found,  were  brought 
up  from  Scotland  againfl  him  ; 
what  they  were  to  prove  he  knew 
not  ;  nor  did  he  know  how  he  was 
to  bring  up  witneffes  from  the 
fame  quarter  to  confront  them, 
ha  vine  been  informed,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  did  not 
extend  to  Scotland. 

“  He  underdood  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  that  the  overt-ad  ought 
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to  be  fpecially  fet  forth  in  the  rn- 
didment  for  high  treafon  ;  but  as 
no  particular  charge  was  fpeciiied 
in  his,  he  Ihould  find  himfelf  at  a 
lofs  to  meet  it  with  Inch  evidence 
as  he  might  otnerwife  be  enabled 
to  produce.  —He  hoped,  however, 
and  trufled,  that  the  court,  as  was 
cuflomary  in  iimilaf  cafes,  would 
become  his  counfe.1  in  points  where 
he  flood  in  need  of  fuch  indul¬ 
gence  ;  adding,  that  he  only  wi fil¬ 
ed  for  a  candid  and  impartial 
trial.” 

Lord  Mansfield  having  affured 
his  lordfhip,  that  he  would  meet 
with  every  indulgence  the  court 
could  confidently  grant  him,  the 
indidment  was  read  over,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  a  flee  d  the  pri- 
foner  to  plead  to  it  ;  when  his 
lordfhip  faid,  “  Not  guilty.” 

The  attorney-general  now  mov¬ 
ed  the  court  “  for  the  prifoner  to 
be  again  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  court  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
February,  then  to  be  put  upon  his 
trial  ;”  which  being  made  a  rule 
of  court,  his  lordfhip  was  remand¬ 
ed  back  to  the  Tower,  under  the 
cudody.  of  the  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor. 

The  Wed  India  mail,  ' 
brought  over  by  the  Anna  ** 
Terefa  Packet,  Captain  Crofhy, 
arrived  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
Pod  Office,  and  brings  difpatehes 
to  the  admiralty  from  Sir  George 
Brydg-es.  Rodney,  dated  the  10th 
of  December,  with  advice,  that 
he  arrived  at  St.  Kjtt’s  from  New- 
York  two  days  before,  with  the 
following  fhips  of  the  line,  viz. 
Sandwich  90’  guns,  Centaur  74, 
Ruffel  74,  Triumph  74,  Refolu- 
tion  74,  Alcicle  74,  Terrible  74, 
Shrewsbury  74,  Torbay  74,  Suf¬ 
folk  74,  and  Intrepid  64  :  that  he 
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had  been  joined  ofFBarbadoes  by 
the  Alfred  of  74,  Monarch  74, 
and  likewife  by  the  Ajax  74,  and 
Vigilant  64,  from  St.  Lucia. 

Admiral  Hood  had  been  met 
within  ten  days  fail  of  Barbadoes, 
all  well. 

* 

Died,  Dec.  30,  1780.  At  Pur- 
fer’s-crofs,  Fulham,  Mrs.  Eliz. 
and  Mrs.  Fra.  Turberville,  in  the 
77th  year  of  their  ages,  of  an  an¬ 
cient  and  refpedlablc  Weft  coun  ¬ 
try  family  ;  they  were  twin  fitters, 
and  both  died  unmarried.  What 
adds  to  the  Angularity  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  they  were  born  the 
fame  day,  never  were  known  to 
live  feparate,  died  within  a  few 
days  of  each  other,  and  were  in¬ 
terred  the  fame  day. 

Sir  Roger  Burgoyne,  Bart. 

Jan.  1,  1681.  In  White  hart- 
yard,  Drury-lane,  Mary  Parker, 
aged  108. 


FEBRUARY. 

Hague ,  Feb.  1.  The  ftates  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Frieflari  d  were 
aftembled  both  yefterday  and  this 
day,  as  were  alfo  the  different 
colleges  of  admiralty  :  the  prince 
lladtholder  is  almoft  daily  in  coun¬ 
cil,  and  this  day  the  three  pla- 
carts,  lately  publifhed  by  their 
High  Mightineftes,  will  be  fent  to 
the  different  provinces. 

The  marine  treaty  figned  at 
Copenhagen  between  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  Emprefs  of  RufTia 
and  thofe  of  the  court  of  Denmark 
on  the  28th  of  June  1780,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  freedom  of  the  neutral 
navigation,  has  appeared  here, 
and  feems  to  be  entirely  founded 
upon  the  memorial  and  declaration 
of  the  emprefs  upqn  that  fubject ; 


and  the  articles  are  nearly  fimilar. 
To  this  treaty  the  king  of  Sweden 
acceded  on  the  21ft  of  July  178c, 
and  their  High  Mightineftes  011 
the  20th  of  November  in  the  fame 
year. 

On  Monday  was  determined, 
after  a  hearing-  of  three  days,  be- 
fore  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  long  depending  caufe  between 
the  Vicar  of  Keniington,  and  fe- 
veral  of  his  pari  ill  i oners  ;  when  it 
was  decreed,  that  peaches,  me¬ 
lons,  pines,  and  ail  other  hot- 
houfe  plants,  and  exoticks,  and 
all  fhrubs,  engrafted  trees,  and 
nurferies,  are  tytheable  in  kind, 
whatever  expence  may  attend  the 
cultivation. 

The  following  narrative  of 
the  voyage  of  five  of  the  vef 
fels  arrived  in  Ireland  belonging  to 
the  laft  Eaft-India  fleet  from  Chi¬ 
na  to  the  Cape  is  contained  in  a 
letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
Calcutta  to  his  friend  in  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

44  We  failed  from  China  on  the 
20th  of  January,  in  company  with 
the  Worcefter,  Royal  Henry, 
Morfe,  and  Alfred  ;  and  in  (lead 
of  the  ufual  tradf  by  the  ftraits  of 
Sunda  and  Banca  went  by  the 
ftraits  of  Malacca,  to  avoid  the 
rifle  of  falling  in  with  an  enemy. 
On  the  26th  of  February  we  took 
our  departure  from  Achinhead, 
and  to  get  clear  of  danger  gave 
the  iflands  of  Mauritius,  &c.  a 
large  berth. 

44  Being  ftiidtly  ordered  to  keep 
to  the  fouthward,  to  ihun  any 
cruifers  that  might  be  01T the  Cape, 
we  were,  by  ftrong  foutherly  cur¬ 
rents,  and  north -weft  winds,  dri¬ 
ven  into  the  latitude  of  41  degrees 
and  a  half,  and  experienced  a  long 
run  of  bad  weather.  '  From  toe 
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39th  of  April,  that  we  were  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Cape,  to  the  6th 
of  June,  we  had  (almoft  without 
intermifiion )  the  moft  violent  gales 
of  wind  and  bad  weather.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  gales  we  parted  company 
with  the  Morfe. 

“  Upon  the  7th  of  June,  the 
Royal  Henry  proving  very  leaky, 
we  were  under  the  necefiiity  of  bear¬ 
ing  away  for  Madagafcar,  that  fhe 
might  be  able,  if  pofiible,  to  flop 
her  leaks.  On  the  25th  we  arriv¬ 
ed  fafe  at  St.  Autndliids  Bav,  Ma- 
dagafcar,  where  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  home¬ 
ward  bound  fleet  from  the  coait, 
■viz.  the  Belleifle,  64,  Afla  64, 
and  Rippon  60,  with  the  Ganges, 
General  Barker,  Talbot  and  Nor¬ 
folk  India-men. 

44  This  fleet  had  come  in  very 
fickly,  and  had  been  lying  there 
about  a  week.  Very  foon  after 
pame  in  the  Morfe,  with  whom  we 
had  parted  company  the  4th  of 
May  ;  fhe  had  fprung  a  leak,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  throw  four  of 
her  guns  and  part  of  her  cargo 
overboard. 

44  The  crews  of  the  {hips  hav¬ 
ing  got  well  rid  of  their  feverai 
dilorders,  and  having  got  on  board 
all  the  neceflary  refrelhments,  wre 
on  the  28th  of  July  failed  for  Cape 
Bona  once  more.  After  expe¬ 
riencing  again  two  very  hard  gales 
of  wind,  by  which  feverai  of  the 
fleet  parted  company,  we  at  length 
had  the  good  luck  to  meet  all 
again,  and  cofne  into  the  Cape 
together  the  2 2d  of  Augufl.  Upon 
our  arrival  here  we  had  the  facif- 
fadtion  to  And,  that  what  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  moft  unfortunate'  in 
feverai  parts  of  our  paffage,  had 
really  been  moft  lucky.  Indeed 
I  believe  a  chain  of  more  lucky 


events  never  happened  to  a  fleet 
before. 

44  1.  By  oiir  going  to  Malacca 
we  avoided  three  fail  of  French 
flrips  of  the  line  in  the  ftraits  of 
Sunda,  which  probably  would 
have  taken  us  all. 

4<  2.  By  our  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  Cape  the  firft  time,  we 
avoided  five  fail  of  French  fhips, 
which  were  c'ruifing  for  us. 

44  3.  By  getting  to  Madagafcar 
we  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  which 
we  were  adtually  ordered  to  go 
into  the  Cape  to  join,  and  alfo 
had  the  good  fortune  to  find  the 
Morfe  again. 

44  4.  If  we  had  arrived  at  Table 
Bay  a  week  or  10  days  fooner, 
when  we  had  the  laft  fevere  gale, 
we  muft  undoubtedly  all  have 
perifhed  ; — for,  by  the  accounts 
of  the  inhabitants,  no  fhip  could 
haye  rode  it  out/’ 

Saturday  the  Court  of  ^  ^ 
King’s  Bench  was  opened, 
and  the  previous  bufinefs  of  ad- 
miffions  and  bail  being  finifhed, 
a  petition  was  read  from  the  poor 
prifoners  of  the  King’s  Bench  pri- 
fon,  for  the  ufual  allowance  to  be 
paid  them  fince  the  time  of  their 
enlargement  by  the  late  riots. 
Lord  Mansfield  could  not,  he  faid, 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
becaufe  they  were  not  in  actual 
cult  ody,  and  therefore  had  a  power 
to  provide  for  therrdelves,  which 
when  confined  they  are  not  fup- 
pofed  to  have.  He  added,  that 
fince  the  firft  day  of  the  term,  he 
had  received  a  great  number  of 
letters  from  all  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  informing  him  of  the  abuies 
of  fome  attorneys,  endeavouring 
to  delude  the  poor,  arrefted  and 
in  cuftody,  to  pay  them  money  for 
their  difcharge.  In  order  to  re¬ 
medy 
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medy  this,  he  had  now  ordered  a 
lift,  to  be  publifhed  of  all  perfons, 
and  their  places  of  abode,  who 
Had  furrendered,  alfo  the  names 
of  the  bail  and  attorneys  concern¬ 
ed  fincc  the  7th  of  June  laft.  That 
unlefs  the  fame  were  added  to  the 
names,  the  furrender  fhould  for 
the  future  be  void.  And  he  or¬ 
dered  that  the  lift  ftionld  be  fo 
printed  and  publifhed,  that  every 
future  certificate  fhould  be  no  in¬ 
demnity,  unlefs  it  contained  the 
additions  of  all  parties. 

.  This  morning  LordGeorge 
->L  ’  Gordon  was  brought  from  the 
Tower  to  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  Weftminfter-Hall,  to  take 
his  trial  for  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
fon  :  after  a  trial  which  lafted  one 
and  twenty  hours  he  was  acquit¬ 
ted*. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke 
out  at  Capt.  Thoburn’s, 
near  King  Edward  flairs,  Wap- 
ping,  which,  afTifted  by  a  ftrong 
fouth-wefterly  wind,  prefently 
communicated  to  a  number  of 
houfes  and  warehouses  contiguous, 
a  misfortune  principally  fatal,  on 
account  of  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ftrects,  both  fides  of  the  w?.y  being 
on  fire  at  the  fame  time  ;  the 
flames  were  fo  rapid  for  fome  time 
as  to  defy  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the 
firemen  and  inhabitants.  About 
forty  houfes  were  deftroyed,  be~ 
fides  fheds,  &c.  Alfo  about  four 
houfes  in  Sir  William  Warren’s 
Square,  with  every  houfe  on  both 
Tides  the  way  between  King  Ed¬ 
ward’s  Stairs  and  wheat-fheaf- 
Wharf. 

The  high  winds  this  night  did 
confiderable  damage  amongft  the 
fhipping.  Several  houfes  were 
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1 2th. 


blown  down  in  various  parts  of 
London  and  Weftminfter. 

The  Recorder  made  the 

1  •  *a  *  i  oth. 
report  to  his  majeity  in 

council  of  the  thirteen  convi&s 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  who  were  condemned  in 
January  feffions,  viz.  James  Smith, 
Charles  Shepherd  ;  Abraham  Day ; 
Ann  Martin,  alias  Harris,  alias 
Lanfdale,  alias  Jones;  John  Larby 
and  Wm.  Doby ;  Jn.  Henley;  Ann 
Smith,  and  Eliz.  Thompfon,  alias 
Blackfon;  Joftph  Maple  and  Tho, 
Maple  ;  Ann  Gibfon,  and  Mary 
Jones  ;  when  the  four  firft  were 
ordered  for  execution,  and  the 
nine  laft  were  refpited  during  his 
majefty’s  pleafure. 

This  night’s  Gazette  t 

•  ,  •  h  .  n  ,  ,  Htll. 

contains  his  majeity  s  order 
in  couucil  for  the  releafe  and  dif- 
charge  of  all  fhips  and  veffels  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fubjedtsof  theftates- 
general,  which  had  been  detained 
by  virtue  of  the  order  in  council 
of  Dec.  22,  1780. 

On  Tuefday  a  fpecial  1 
jury,  before  LordMansfield  ^ 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  at 
Weftminfter  Hall,  determined  the 
important  caufe  between  Mr.  Cole, 
proprietor  of  Ely  place,  in  Hol- 
born,  and  the  officers  of  the  paf 
rifh  of  St.  Andrew  Holborn,  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff,  by  which 
Mr.  Cole  is  eftablifhed  in  the  quiet 
poffeffion  of  a  very  confiderable 
eftate,  protedled  from  the  burdens 
of  the  affeflments  of  the  parifh, 
of  which  it  was  contended  to  have 
been  a  part.  The  jury  by  their 
verditft  have  confirmed  a  privilege 
which  has  been  obtained  ever  fince 
the  year  1  290,  regarding  the  epif- 
copal  palace  of  Ely,  on  the  feits 


for  a  particular  account  of  this  trial,  fee  the  Appeal*  to  the  Ch 
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of  which  Ely-place  is  now,  built, 
as  extra-parochial,  and  not  fub- 
jedt  to  parifh  afleflments. 

Si mfterdam ,  Feb.  27.  John  Adams, 
Efq;  lias  opened  a  loan  for  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  florins  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  according  to  the 
printed  plan  of  which,  each  fliare 
fhall  amount  to  1000  florins,  and 
bear  five  per  cent,  intereft  per 
annum.  MefT.  Neufville  and  fons, 
merchants  here,  have  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  affair,  and  the  obli¬ 
gations,  &c.  are  figned  by  Mr. 
Adams,  andcounterfigned  by  MefT. 
Neufville,  and  regidered  by  the 
notary,  Anthony  Mylins.  The 
repayment  of  this  capital  (for 
which  the  Thirteen  United  States 
of  America  engage  themfelves  all 
together,  and  each  of  them  fe- 
parately,  as  well  as  for  the  punc¬ 
tual  payment  of  the  intereft)  will 
be  made  after  the  expiration  of 
10  years  ;  a  fifth  part,  or  200 
'obligations  each  year,  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  lots,  drawn  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  notary  and  witnefies, 
fo  that  in  15  years  all  the  capital 
will  be  paid. 

Died,  at  Norwich,  aged  74, 
Henry  Goodall,  13.  D.  Prebendary 
of  Norwich,  Archdeacon  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  Red! or  of  Mattilhall  with 
pattefley,  and  alfo  of  Bixley  with 
Earl  Framingham,  in  Norfolk  ; 
likewife  eommiflary  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  jurifdiftion  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Norwich. 

At  his  chambers  in  the  Temple, 
Fdw.  Capell,  Efq;  deputy  infpec- 
tor  of  plays.  He  devoted  the  la'ft 
37  years  of  his  life  to  the  ftudy  of 
Shakefpeare’s  plays,  of  which  he 
publiflied  an  edition  in  the  year 
1768.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  employed  in  compiling  and 
printing  the  illuftrations  to  it,  the 
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greater  part  of  which 'we  are  in¬ 
formed  are  already  finifhed.  He 
was  the’  alterer  of  Antony  and 
Cleopatra,  adted  at  Drury  lane 
1758.  He  was  alfo  editor  of  a 
lolume  of  ancient  poems  called 
“  Prolufions.” 


MARCH. 

A 

At  the  beginning  of  this  month 
the  diftemper  among  the  horned 
cattle  broke  out  in  the  ifle  of 
Thanet.  It  began  at  Mrs.  Cow¬ 
ell’s,  at  Salmflon,  near  Margate, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
brought  over  from  Ollend  by  two 
fheep  fleins,  which  being  thrown 
on  the  beech  were  taken  up  with 
fome  fea-weed,  and  laid  on  a 
dung-hill.  To  thefe  a  cow  fmelt, 
and  rolled  on  them.  Six  other 
beads  died  at  Manfton  ;  five  more 
were  fhot  there,  and  buried  on 
the  9th  ;  feveral  others  died  ;  fome 
were  fhot.  On  the  12th,  an  or¬ 
der  of  council  was  iflued  (as  ufual) 
prohibiting  the  removal  of  dif- 
tempered  cattle,  and  ordering 
them  to  be  killed,  and  buried  at 
lead  four  feet  deep,  with  their 
hides  flafhed,  & c.  Two  more  were 
feized  with  it  at  Minder  on  the 
1 6th,  and  immediately  killed  and 
buried.  By  the  above,  and  other 
precautions,  it  is  hoped,  that  it 
will  fpread  no  further.  Some  had 
been  previoufly  removed  to  Afh 
and  Chiflet ;  though  nothing  feems 
ealier  than  to  confine  them  in  this 
ifland,  there  being  only  three  out¬ 
lets,  viz.  at  Sandwich,  Sarr,  and 
Reculver. 

The  following  account  of  , 
thelofs  of  the  General  Barker 
Ead-Indiaman  is  given  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  letter  from  Holland,  from  a 

gentle- 
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gentleman  on  board:,  “  In  the 
hard  gale  of  wind  which  came  on 
between  eleven  and  twelve  at 
night  on  the  i  2th  in  ft.  we  parted 
with  three  cables  a-head,  and-foon 
after  loft  every  anchor  and  cable 
we  had.  The  following  dav  we 
fired  fignals  of  di  ft  re  Is,  but  could 
[get  no  alfifiance,  We  were  at  ft. ft 
drifted  again  ft  the  Kentifh  Knock, 
where  we  lay  for  fix  hours  ;  by  the 
help  of  a  ftrong  tide  we  got  off  in 
the  evening,  but  not  without  the 
lofs  of  all  our  boats,  and  cutting 
away  our  main  and  mizen-mafts. 
The  gale  continuing  on  the  15th, 
we  were  driven  ’  on  fhore  on  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  in  which  dread¬ 
ful  fituation  we  remained  ail  night, 
expefting  every  moment  to  be  our 
laft,  and  in  which  horrid  fufpenfe 
fifteen  of  the  crew  actually  perifh- 
ed.  In  the  morning  the  Dutch 
very  humanely  came  out;  to  our 
afiiftance,  and  refeued  about  fixty 
of  us  from  a  fituation  more  ealily 
to  be  imagined  than  I  can  deferibe. 
W  e  are  now  at  Norwaygon,  where 
we  meet  with  every  fympathy  our 
condition  merits.” 

,  On  Saturday  was  tried  be- 
P  U  fore  Mr.  Juftice  Buller  and  a 
fpecial  jury  at  Guidhall,  the  im¬ 
portant  caufe  between  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  the  diftiller,  who  fued  the 
late  lord  mayor  under  the  riot  aft, 
to  recover  of  the  inhabitants  of 
•the  city  the  damages  he  fuftained 
by  the  deftruftion  of  his  premiffes 
land  goods  during  the  late  diftur- 
Ibances.  The  attorney-general, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Murphy,  were 
^council  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
^recorder,  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Da¬ 
venport,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  for  the 
city.  Mr.  Langdale  went  for 
51,559].  19s.  yd.  under  feveral 
heads,  viz.  the  great  warehoufe, 


with  the  fpirits  behind  the  houfe, 
in  Upper  Holborn,  at  22,4781.  3s. 
8d.  at  prime  coft  ;  the  furniture 
1  oicl. — atHolborn-bridge  783 1 1. 
2s.  9d.  befides  the  dead  fleck  of 
mills,  worms,  pipes,  and  damage 
done  to  f  everal  Louies  adjoining  to 
Mr.  Langdale,  held  by  him  under 
leafes.  There  was  great  difpute 
about  the  eftimates,  as  the  wit- 
nefles  were  not  properly  prepared 
to  anfvver  the  counfel  with  their 
calculations.  The  recorder  made 
a'  Jong  fpeech.  lie  contended, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  had  no  right 
to  recover,  becaufe  the  fire  was 
communicated  from  the  fpirits 
which  Were  firft  fet  in  a  blaze  to 
the  buildings  and  other  property. 
To  this  point  one  witnefs  was  ex¬ 
amined,.  The  judge  feemed  againfl 
the  diftinftion.  Mr.  Langdale  ad¬ 
mitted  the  receipt  of  14,662]. from 
the  Excife  ;  1 1,4231.  of  the  Union 
Fire-Office  ;  1683b  8s.  8d.  of  the 
London  A  ffuranceCompany  5900!. 
of  the  Eland  in  Hand  Fire  Office  ; 
but  neverthelefs  he  brought  his 

•  •  O 

action  to  include  thefe  feveral 
fums  for  the  benefit  of  the  Excife 
and  different  offices.  The  judge 
without  delivering  any  opinion 
left  the  whole  cafe  to  the  ccnfi- 
deration  of  the  jury,  who  with¬ 
drew  for  near  two  hours,  and  gave 
a  verdict  for  18,729!,  10s.  da¬ 
mages  only.  The  jury  added  alfo, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  could  not  re¬ 
cover  the  infurances  in  truft.  The 
verdict  is  referved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges,  whether  goods  and 
flock  in  trade  are  within  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  aft  of  parliament,  and 

O  #  t  * 

a  new  trial  will  be  moved  for  next 
term  by  the  city,  as  the  jury  gave 
a  verdift  for  the  goods  and  flock 
in  trade,  which  are  included  in 
the  damages  given,  contrary,  as 

the 
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the  counfel  fay,  to  the  riot  aft, 
whereby  thefe  buildings  are  to  be 
repa  ired,  and  no  other  recommences 
provided  for. 

Charles  Logie,  Efq;  his  ma- 
jefty’s  late  conful  general  at  Mo¬ 
rocco,  arrived  in  town  with  dif- 
patches  from  Gov.  Eiliot  of  Gib¬ 
raltar.  Before  Conful  Logie  left 
Morocco,  the  emperor,  under  the 
influence  of  the  gifts  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Spanifh  court, 
threatened  the  inliabitans  of  Tan¬ 
gier  with  the  moll  dreadful  effects 
of  his  refentment  if  they  held  any 
friendfhip  with  the  Englifh  ;  and 
at  his  injunction,  50  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  went  to  the  con- 
fuPs  houfe  and  demanded  an  au¬ 
dience  ;  on  an  interview  being 
given,  they  fucceifively  went  up 
to  Mr.  Logie,  fpit  in  his  face, 
pointed  their  daggers  to  his  breaft, 
and  called  him  by  every  oppro¬ 
brious  appellation  that  could  be 
ufed.  Mr.  Logie  reports,  that 
the  greateft  fcarcity  of  grain  pre¬ 
vailed  through  the  country,  no 
rain  having  fallen  for  thefe  three 
lall  years. 

Ainfierdam,  March  8.  The  per- 
fons  appointed  to  receive  the  fnb- 
fcription  entered  into  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  city  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  their  countrymen  who  are 
in  prifon  in  England,  have  ad- 
drelTed  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  begged  of  his  grace,  fo  famed 
throughout  Europe  for  his  fenti- 
ments  of  generofity  and  humanity, 
to  give  an  eye  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  money  fent  to  England  for  the 
above  praife- worthy  purpofe.  The 
duke,  touched  with  fo  diflinguifh- 

O 

ed  a  make  of  confidence,  return¬ 
ed  the  following  anfwer  in  his  own 
hand-writinjv. 

O 

<£  I  cannot  but  be  much  flatter- 
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fd  at  being  chofen  to  hare  the 
care  of  the  money  fubferibed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Holland  for  the 
relief  of  their  imprifoned  coun¬ 
trymen  :  full  of  eftcem,  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  their  fentiments  of 
humanity  and  beneficence,  I  beg 
the  gentlemen  fubferibers  to  be 
affured  that  1  will  willingly  ex¬ 
ert  all  my  power  in  the  execution 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  me  ;  and  if 
I  can  be  of  any  ufe  towards  ren¬ 
dering  their  generous  efforts  more 
advantageous,  I  will  do  it  with  all 
my  heart. 

(Signed)  Richmond.” 

In  confequence  of  which  the 
fubferibers  have  fent  one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  to  England,  and 
have  defired  the  duke  to  appoint 
a  proper  perfon  to  have  the  diftri- 
bution  of  it ;  they  took  the  fame 
opportunity  to  fignify  to  his  grace 
with  what  humanity  the  Englifh 
prifoners  were  treated  in  Holland. 

This  morning  failed  the  , 
following  fhips,  with  a  I4tl* 
large  fleet  of  victuallers,  &c.  for 
Gibraltar,  viz.  Britannia,  100, 
Vice-admiral  Darby,  Rear-admi¬ 
ral  Kempenfelt,  Captain  Bradley  ; 
Royal  George,  100,  Rear-admiral 
Rais,  Captain  Rourmafter;  Prince 
George,  98,  Rear  admiral  Digby, 
Captain  Williams  ;  Queen,  Mait¬ 
land  ;  Duke,  Douglafs  ;  Formid¬ 
able,  Cleland  ;  Namur,  90,  Saw¬ 
yer;  Ocean,  Ourry  ;  Union,  Dal- 
rymple;  Foudroyont,  80,  Jarvis; 
Alexander,  74,  Longford;  Bello- 
na,  Onflow  ;  Canada,  Collier  ; 
Cumberland,  Peyton ;  Courageujc, 
Mulgrave  ;  Defence,  Cranftone  ; 
Dublin,  Dixon  ;  Edgar,  Elliot  ; 
Fortitude,  Bickerton  ;  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  Penny;  Valiant,  Goodali; 
Bicnfaifant,  64,  Braithwaite  ;  In¬ 
flexible,  Cotton  $  Lion,  Cornwal- 
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I i *  ;  Magnanime,  Wolfely ;  Non-  hurricanes  in  the  Weft  India 
fuch,  Wallace  ;  Repulfe,  Dent  ;  Iflands,  to  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Medway,  60,  Harmood  ;  Miner-  Committee,  for  their  relief, 
va,  38,  Fielding  ;  Flora,  36,  Died,  at  Wreft  -  Houfe,  in 
Williams;  Monfieur,  Phipps;  La  Bedfordfhirc,  aged  30,  Lord  Pol- 
Prudence,  Waldegrave  ;  Ambuf-  warth,  only  fon  of  the  Lari  of 
cade,  32,  Conway  ;  Emerald,  Marchmont,  and  fon-in-lavv  to 
Marihall  ;  Crefcent,  28,  Paken-  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  Dying 
ham;  Kite,  14,  Trollope  ;  and  without  iflue,  the  Englifh  barony 
Furnace,  Firebrand,  Harpy,  and  of  Hume,  created  in  1776,  is 
Lightning  fire  ihips  ;  which  are  extinct. 

to  be  joined  from  Plymouth  by  Thomas  Knight,  Efq.  at  God- 
two  frigates,  and  from. Ireland  by  merfham,  in  Kent,  in  the  80th 
the  St.  Albans  and  Veftal.”  year  of  his  age.  This  gentlemau. 

The  following- is  a  lift  whodied  poftefled  of  a  large  eftate, 
I5tn*  Gf  Majefty’s  fliips  on  was  elected  citizen  in  parliament 
the  Jamaica  ftation  which  were  for  Canterbury,  A.  D.  1734,  and 
loft  or  damaged  in  the  late  hurri-  was  many  years  chairman  at  the 
cane,  viz.  Stirling-Caftle  of  64  quarter  feflions.  His  paternal 
guns,  loft,  the  Captain  and  about  name  was  Brodnax,  which  early  in 
50  people  were  laved.  Phoenix  of  life  he  exchanged  for  that  of  May, 
44  guns,  loft  on  the  Cuba  fhore,  and  afterwards  by  a  ftatute  of 
moll  of  the  people  faved.  Scan-  9  Geo.  II.  he  took  the  name  of 
borough. of  20  guns,  loft  at  fea,  Knight,  which  occafioned  a  face- 
and  every  perfon  perilhed.  Hec-  tious  member  to  propofe  “  a  gene- 
tor  of  74  guns,  loft  all  her' guns  ral  bill  to  enable  that  gentleman 
and  mails.  Grafton  of  74  guns,  to  take  what  name  he  pleafed.” 
loft  all  her  malls,  Egmont  of  Through  a  long  extent  of  life  he 
74  guns,  ditto.  Trident  ©f  64  ever  maintained  a  dignity  orna- 
guns,  ditto.  Ruby  of  64  guns,  mental  of  human  nature,  and  a 
ditto.  Briftol  of  50  guns,  ditto,  piety  irreproachable,  which  110- 

Endymion  of  44  guns,  ditto,  thing  but  the  lincerity  ofhisreli- 

Ulyfles  of  44  guns,  ditto.  Po-  gion  could  infpire  ;  evidenced  by 
mona  of  28  guns,  ditto.  Thun-  a  conftant  attendance  on  his 
derer  of  74  guns,  loft.  chriftian  duties,  and  realized  by 

'  Two  gold  medals  of  15  a  moll  exemplary  patience  and 

20 ^  *  guineas  each,  given  annu*-  refignation  during  a  tedious  and 

ally  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  painful  illnefs.  Li  is  own  family 
Grafton,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni-  have  loft  in  him  a  moft  indulgent 
verftty  of  Cambridge,  for  die  en-  parent,  his  relations  and  friends  a 
couragement  of  clafii cat  learning,  ready  and  able  nelp,and  the  neigh- 
were  adjudged  to  Mr.  George  bourhood  a  muniiicent  patron  and 
Law,  of  Queen’s,  and  Mr.  Ro-  benefaTor. 
bert  Pedley,  of  St.  John’s,  B  B.  A. 


2  2d. 


At  a  Court  of  Common 
Council,  iocol.  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber,  towards  the  relief  and  flip- 
port  of  the  fufferers  by  the  late  that  Mr.  Van  de  Parrc,  director 

*  OL 


APRIL. 

Hague,  April  1.  We  are  a  flu  red, 
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of  our  Eaft- India  Company,  and 
Mr.  do  Boers,  advocate  of  the 
faid  company,  are  returned  from 
Paris ;  that  the  former  with  the 
approbation  of  their  High  Migh- 
tinefles,  has  there  figned  a  treaty 
offenfive  and  defenfive  for  the 
Hutch  Eaft  India  Company  ;  one 
of  the  conditions  of  which  is, 
**  that  fix  French  men  of  war, 
already  failed  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  which  are  to  be 
joined  by  fome  others  from  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius,  fhall  affift  in 
protecting  the  Cape,  and  the  pof- 
feflions  of  our  company  in  the  In¬ 
dies,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ihips 
of  the  latter  now  there.”  We 
are  allured,  that  the  alliance  was 
concluded  the  end  of  la  ft  month; 
confequently  the  Cape  is  fafe  from 
every  infult  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as 
the  governor  forefeeing  the  hofti- 
lities,  has  put  the  place  in  a  pro¬ 
per  ftate  of  defence,  and  armed 
6coo  peafauis. 

^  Captain  Donnellon,  con- 
vidted  of  the  murder  of  Sir 
Theodofms  Boughton,  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  morning  wras  carried 
in  a  mourning  coach  from  War¬ 
wick  gaol  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  hanged  according  to 
his  fentence  ;  after  which  his  body 
was  given  to  the  furgeons  to  be 
differed.  Before  he  was  turned 
off  he  addreffed  the  fpedlators  in 
the  following;  terms  :  That  as 

he  was  then  going  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  God,  to  whom  all  deceit  was 
known,  he  folemnly  declared, 
that  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime 
for  which  he  was  to  fuller,” 

.  The  fuhjedts  propofed  by 
3  *  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  for  the  two  prizes  given 
by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Townf- 
hend  and  James  Mansfield,  Efq. 
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members  for  the  Univeriity  of 
Cambridge,  are, 

For  Senior  Bachelors:  Quasnarn  - 
fint  caufas  cur  Afiatici  feryitutis 
femper  fuerint  patientiores,  quam 
Europaei  ? 

For  junior  Bachelors  :  Utrum 
is  lit  in  oratory m  nume.ro  haben- 
dus,  qui  non  lit  omnibus  iis  ar- 
tibus,  quae  funt  libero  dignae, 
perpolitus  ? 

Dublin ,  April  7.  Letters  were 
on  Thurfday  received  in  town 
from  Captain  Murphy,  of  the 
Charming  Mary  privateer  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  to  his  owners,  which  contain 
the  agreeable  news  of  his  having 
taken  and  brought  into  Lough- 
fwilly,  a  rich  Hutch  merchant  fhip, 
from  St.  Euftatia,  bound  to  Am- 
fterdam,  computed  to  be  worth 
30,000!.  She  had  300  hoglheads 
of  fugar  on  board.  The  Charm¬ 
ing  Mary  mounted  only  eight 
guns. 

India  Houfe ,  April  1  o.  At  a  ge¬ 
neral  Court  of  Proprietors  of  Laft 

x 

India  Stock  held,  according  to 
advertisement  on  fpecial  affairs, 
Mr.  Jones  rofe  and  introduced 
the  following  motion  : 

“  That  a  Committee  of  fix 
Directors,  and  fix  Proprietors,  be 
appointed,  to  confider  of  their 
chartered  rights,  and  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  extent  of  their  right  to 

«  •  O 

fche  territorial  poffeftions  acquired 
in  India  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
confider  of  propofitions  to  be  of¬ 
fered  as  the  balls  of  an  agreement 

o 

between  government  and  the 
Company,  for  the  prolongation 
of  their  exclufive  right  to  trade 
in  India.” 

This  meeting  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  motion  made  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons  by  Lord 
North  the  day  before,  “  That 

this 
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th  is  Houfe  will,  on  Wednefday 
the  25th  of  April,  refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committe,  to  confider  of 
the  propriety  of  the  Crown  taking 
into  its  own  hands  the  territorial 
acquifitions  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  fecuring  to  the  public 
a  fhare  in  the  revenue  arifing 
therefrom.  On  this  occahon  Lord 
North  infilled  upon  it,  as  an 
eftablifneci  maxim,  that  whatever 
territorial  acquifitions  are  made 
by  fubjeds,  mull  neceffarily  be¬ 
long  to  the  public  ;  and  that  con- 
fequeutly  he  was  as  clear  as  he 
was  of  any  thing  whatever,  that 
the  territorial  polfellions  in  India 
are  the  undoubted  right  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  crown  and  people. 

j  Came  on  the  election  of 
1 1  a  Governor,  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  twenty  four  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the 
-vear  enfuinp-,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chofen  :  William 
Ewer,  Efq.  Governor  ;  Richard 
Neave,  fifq.  Deputy-Governor  ; 
Samuel  Beachcroft,  *  Daniel 
Booth,  *  Lyde  Browne,  Richard 
Clay,  William  Cooke,  Edward 
Darrell,  George  Drake,  *  .Peter 
Du  Cane,  Martvn  Fonnereau, 
Peter  Gauffen,  *  Daniel  Giles, 
Chriftopher  Hake,  William  Hal- 
lied,  Thomas  Scot  Jackion,  *  job 
Mathew,  Benjamin  Mee,  *  Jo- 
feph  Nutt,  Edward  Payne,  *  Geo. 
Peters,  *'  Henry  Plant,  Chrifto¬ 
pher  Puller,  William  Snell,  Sam. 
Thornton,  and  Mark  Weyland, 
Efqrs.  Diredors. 

Thofe  marked  with  *  are  new 
Diredors. 

India  Houfe ,  April  12.  This  day 
the  report  of  the  ballot  for  the 
choice  of  Diredors  was  made  at 
the  Eaft  India  Houfe,  by  Mr. 


Devifme,  Chairman  of  Scrutineer*. 


numbers  were  : 

Richard  Hall 

*39 

John  Hunter 

580 

Samuel  Peach 

528 

Jofeph  Sparkes  - 

855 

John  Smith 

7*7 

George  Tatem  - 

724 

he  Norrifian  prize 

for 

was  affigned  to  Mr.  Jof.  Whiteley, 
of  Magdalen  College,- Cambridge, 
for  his  Eflay  on  the  Advantages 
of  Revelation. 

The  LordMayor, Alder-  ,  , 
men,  and  Sheriffs,  with 
their  ladies,  met  at  the  Manfion- 
houfe,  and  from  thence  proceeded, 
attended  by  the  Governors  of  the 
City  Hofpitals,  City  Marfhals,  See . 
to  St.  Bride’s  church,  where  ail 
excellent  fermon  was  preached  by 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Rofs,  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Exeter  ;  after  which, 
the  report  of  the  ftate  of  the  City 
Hofpitals  was  read  before  the 
Governors. 

In Chrift’s Hofpital,  188  placed 
out,  10  whereof  inftruded  in  ma¬ 
thematics  and  navigation.  Remain 
1 177;  buried  13. 

In  St.  Bartholomew’s,  3942 
cured.  Out  -  patients  relieved, 
60^4.  In  the  Hofpital,  382. 
Out-patients,  209.  Buried  177. 

St.  Thomas’s,  3249  cured. 
Out-patients  relieved,  3861.  In¬ 
patients  remaining,  470.  Out¬ 
patients,  263.  Buried  259. 

Bridewell.  Admitted,  459. 
Maintained  in  Trades,  37. 

Bethlehem.  Admitted,  200. 
Cured,  179.  Remain,  267.  Bu¬ 
ried,  20. 

Paris,  April  21.  Monfieur  de 
Monteille  being  on  a  cruize  off 
Cape  Francois,  with  a  fquadron 
of  fix  fail  of  the  line  and  three 

frigates. 


ini  annual  re 

frigate,  from  Toulon,  upon  the 
25th  of  February  met  with  a  moil 
violent  gale  of  wind,  which  com¬ 
menced  about  eight  P.  M.  and 
continued  to  blow  very  hard  until 
the  next  day  at  five  A.  M.  in 
which  time  the  fleet  buffered  very 
much. 

Lift  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  da¬ 
mages  they  have  fuilained. 

Guns. 

Le  Palmier  74  (flag)  loft  36  guns 

Le  Vieloire  74  lofl;  iower  malls 

L’Intrepid  74  loft  upon  the  rocks 

Le  Couton  64  no  damage 

Le  Triton  64  ditto 

Le  Refleche  64  loft  her  lower  marts 

Le  frigate  Gentijle  44  fafe 
L’Aidromache  44  ditto 

L’Atalonte  38  funk  by  the  Pal¬ 

mier,  who  ran  foul  of  her 


Admiralty-  Office ,  April 23,  1781. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Pat¬ 
ten,  of  his  Majefy's  Ship  Belle 
Poule,  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated 
Leith  Road ,  18//;  infant. 

I  beg  you  will  fdeafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips,  that  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  Belle  Poule  and  Berwick  be¬ 
ing  near  the  entrance  of  the  Firth 
of  Edinburgh,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  at  day-break,  we  fell  in 
with,  and  after  a  fhort  action  took 
the  Calonne  privateer,  of  32  guns, 
and  240  men,  commanded  by 
Luke  Ryan.  She  had  been  but 
five  days  from  Dunkirk,  and  had 
only  taken  and  ranfomed  one  final! 
brig. 

At  the  annual  ele&ion  for  Pre- 
fident,  Council,  and  officers  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the 
following  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men  were  chofen  for  the  year  en- 
fuing  ; 

Members  of  the  Old  Council  cent  i?iued: 

Jeremiah  Milles,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Dean  of  Exeter,  Prefident.  The 
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Honourable  Daines  Barrington, 
F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Owen  Salifbury 
Brereton,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P. 
Edward  Bridgen,  Efq.  F.  R  S. 
Sir  William  Chambers,  Knt.  P.  S. 
F.  R.  S.  Richard  Gough,  Efq. 
F.  R.  S.  Direftor.  Edward  King, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Michael  Lbrt, 
D.  D.  F,  R.  S.  V.  P.  Thomas 
Mo  r  ell,  D.  D.  Sec.  William 
Norris,  M.  A.  Sec.  Daniel  Wray, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

Nenv  Members  of  the  Council : 

George,  Earl  of  Chdlerfield. 
John,  Lord  Biihop  of  St.  David’s. 
Sir  Plenry  Charles  Englefield, 
Bart.  F.  R.  S.  Richard  Kaye, 
D.  LL.  F.  R.  S.  John  Mu  nro, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Robert,  Lord 
Petre.  Robert  Richardfon,  D.  D. 
John  Topham,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  Sir 
Richard  Worfiey,  Bart.  F.  R.  S. 

Officers : — Prefident,  the  Dean 
of  Exeter.  Treafurer,  Edward 
Bridgen,  Efq.  Secretaries,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Norris,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Morell.  Dire&or,  Richard 
Gough,  Efq. 

Navy -Office,  April  30.  By  the 
returns  from  the  Navy  office,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Lord  Lifburn,  Jan.  23,  1781, 
it  appears,  that  from  Sept.  29, 
1774,  to  Sept.  29,  1780,  there 
were  railed  for  his  Majefty’s 
fea  fervice,  including  marines, 
175,90°  men,  that  of  them  in  the 
five  years,  beginning  with  1776, 
and  ending  with  1780,  18,545 
died,  1243  were  killed,  and  42,069 
deferted. — Total  61,857.  And 
by  returns  from  the  War-office, 
prefented  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 
it  appears,  that  there  were  raifed 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for 
his  Majefty’s  land  fervice,  militia 
and  fencible  men  in  North  Britain 
not  included,  from  Sept.  29, 1 774, 

to 
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to  Sept.  29,  1780,  76885  men,  of 
which  there  have  died  in  N.  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weft- Indies  10,012; 
been  taken  prifoners,  including 
thofe  under  the  convention  of  Sa¬ 
ratoga,  8629;  deferted  3801;  and 
been  difeharged  the  lervice  3885. 
— Total  26,327.  The  British 
corps  and  recruits  fent  to  North 
America  and  the  Weft- Indies  were, 
in  1778,  3774;  in  1779,  6871  ; 

and  in  1780,  10,237. - -Total, 

20,882. 

u  Conjiantinople ,  April  30. 

O11  the  23d  inftant,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  quarter  of  this  city  which 
is  almoft  entirely  inhabited  by  law¬ 
yers.  It  was  fo  violent,  that  not- 
withftanding  all  poffible  affiftance, 
it  continued  burning  eleven  hours ; 
it  is  computed  that  200  houfes 
were  deftroyed. 

A  fortnight  ago  the  plague 
broke  out  again  in  this  city  ;  the 
hotel  of  the  Venetian  antbaffador 
has  been  affe&ed  with  it,  one  of 
whofe  domeftics  is  dead.  It  is 
very  probable  that  this  terrible 
calamity  was  brought  hither  from 
Salonica,  from  whence  we  learn 
that  it  has  made  fuch  ravages 
there,  that  though  two  thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  had  left  the  place, 
it  carries  oft  upwards  of  I  go  per- 
fons  daily.” 

Died,  Lady  Mary  Carr,  fifter 
of  Lord  Darlington,  and  wiie  of 
Mr.  Carr  of  the  Adclphi. — Among 
other  qualities,  better  and  more 
valuable  to  her  family  and  her 
friends,  a  diftant  acquaintance 
may  be  allowed  to  mark  her  me¬ 
mory,  as  a  woman  of  a  diftinguiih- 
ed  tafte  ;  it  washer  lady  fhip  who 
directed  the  laying  out  of  much 
of  the  ground,  at  Mr.  Carr’s  fine 
place,  at  Cocken.  Cocken  is  a 
cultivated  ground  on  the  Wicr, 


three  miles  beyond  Durham  ;  it  i» 
by  many  thought  a  rival  to  what 
was  Mr.  Morris’s  ground  at  Chep- 
ftow  ;  the  ftyle  of  the  country  is  at 
both  places  much  the  fame,  very 
bold  inequalities,  woods,  and 
rocks  ;  the  river  Wier,  on  which 
Cocken  is  fituated,  is  at  the  fouth 
rock  very  finely  fmooth,  at  the 
north  rock  the  current  is  as  finely 
rough,  io  far  producing  a  har¬ 
mony  of  the  ccmpleateft  kind,  the 
other  objeds  ornamenting  the 
feene;  but  without  the  inclofure, 
are  Durham  cathedral,  the  ruin  of 
the  abbey,  belonging  to  Dr.  Kaye, 
prebend  of  Durham,  the  fpire  at 
Chefter  le  Street,  and  Lumley 
Caftle ;  the  whole  forming  many 
enchanting  feenes,  yielding  both 
in  beauty  and  fublimity  to  none 
btt  Piercefield. 

At  his  houfe  in  Kennington,  in 
his  72d  year,  Sir  Jofeph  Ay- 
loffe,  Bart,  of  Cranfidd,  Suffex, 

V.  P.  A.  S.  and  F.  R.  S.  He  was 
defeended  from  a  Saxon  family  an¬ 
ciently  feated  at  Bodon  Alof  near 
Wve,  co.  Kent,  in  the  reign  of 
Hen.  III.  who  removed  to  Horn¬ 
church,  co.  Effex,  in  that  of  Hem 

VI.  and  to  Sudbury  in  that  of 

Edw.  IV.  Sir  Win.  Ayloffe  of 
Great  Braxted,  co.  Effex,  was 
knighted  by  James  I.  and  after¬ 
wards  created  a  baronet  1612;  and 
from  his  eldeft  fon  by  his  3d  wife, 
the  late  baronet  was  the  fourth  in 
defeent  and  fifth  in  tide.  His 
father  and  grandfather  were  both 
of  Gray’s-Inn.  He  was  born 
about  the  year  1708,  admitted  of 
Lincoln’s-Inn,  1724,  and  of  St. 
John’s  Coll.  Oxf.  ele&ed  F.  A.  S. 
Feb.  10,  1731,  one  of  the  firft 
council  under  their  charter  1751, 
vice  prefident  1 7  ,  F.R.S.  17 

In  1748,  he  prompted  Mr.  Kirby, 

painter 
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painter  in  Ipfwieh,  to  make  draw¬ 
ings  of  a  great  number  of  monu¬ 
ments  and  buildings  in  Suffolk, 
of  which  1 2  were  engraved  with- 
a  description,  1748,  and  more 
remained  in  his  pairoffs  hands. 
On  the  building  of  Weffminfter- 
bridge  he  was  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  commiffiqriers  1736-7;  au¬ 
ditor  general  of  the  hofpitals  of 
Bridewell  and  Bethlem  1750;  and 
on  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Paper- 
Office  on  the  re  fp  eel  able  footing 
it  at  prefentds,  by  the  removal  of 
the  ftate  papers  from  the  old  gate 
at  Whitehall  to  new  apartments  at 
the  Treafury,  he  was  nominated 
one  of  the  three  keepers  of  them  ; 
and  1772  published  in  410,  “  Ca¬ 
lendars  of  the  Ancient  Charters, 
& c.  and  of  the  Welch  and  Scotiffi 
'Rolls  now  remaining  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  &cA  with  a  judicious 
and  learned  account  of  our  public 
records,  by  way  of  introduction. 
He  drew  up  the  account  of  the  cha¬ 
pel  on  London  bridge,  of  which  an 
engraving  was  publiffied  by  Ver- 
tue  1748,  and  again  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries  1777.  His 
hiftorical  defcription  of  the  inter¬ 
view  between  Hen.  VIII.  and  Fra.- 
I.  on  the  Champ,  de  Drap  d’Or, 
from  an  original  painting  at  Wind- 
for,  and  his  account  of  the  paint¬ 
ings  of  the  fame  age  at  Cowdry, 
were  infertcd  in  the  Archseol, 
vol.  iii.  1775,  and  printed  fe- 
parately  to  accompany  engravings 
of  two  of  tbefe  pictures  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries.  His  ac¬ 
count  of  the  body  of  Edw.  I.  as  it 
appeared  on  opening  his  tomb, 
1774,  was  printed  in  the  fame  vo¬ 
lume,  p.  376.  His  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  every  part  of 
Wehminfter-abbey  and  city  dis¬ 
played  itfelf  in  his  accurate  de- 
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fcription  of  five  monuments  in  the 
former,  engraved  by  the  fame  lo- 
ciety,  who  mult  reckon,  among 
the%omany  obligations  which  they 
owe  to  his  zeal  and  attention  to 
their  interefts,  the  laid  exertions 
of  his  life  to  put  their  affairs  on 
the  moil  refpeCtable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  footing,  on  their  removal 
to  their  new  apartments  in  Somer* 
fef  boufe-  He  fuperintended  the 
new  edition  of  Leiand’s  Collec¬ 
tanea,  in  9  vols.  1770,  and  of  the 
Liber  Niger  Scaccarii,  in  2  vols. 
8vo.  1771  ;  to  both  which  he  added 
a  valuable  appendix  ;  to  the  latter 
the  charter  of  Kingfton  on  Thames, 
or  which  his  father  was  recorder. 
His  extenfive  knowledge  of  our 
national  antiquities  and  municipal 
rights,  and  the  agreeable  manner 
in  which  he  communicated  it  to 
his  friends  and  the  public,  muff 
make  him  fincerely  regretted  by 
all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  and  foie  heirefs 
of  Tho.  Railton,  Kfq;  ofCarlifle, 
by  whom  he  had  one  fon  of  his 
own  name,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  21,  Dec.  19,  1756. 


MAY. 

Was  holden,  at  Sion  Col-  ^ 
lege,  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  London  Clergy,  when  a  Latin 
fermon  was  preached  in  St.  Alph- 
age  Church,  by  their  prefident,  the 
Rev.  James  Waller,  D.D.  After 
which  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  officers  for  the  year 
enfuing  :  the  Rev.  John  Douglas, 
D.D.  prefident  ;  Peter  Whalley, 
LL.B.  and  William  Romaine, 
M.A.  deans;  Thomas  Weales, 
D*D.  Samuel  Carr,  M.A.  George 

Stinton, 


CHRONICLE.  [177 

Strahan,  his  majedy’s  printers. 


Ctinton,  r>.  D.  and  Henry  Whit¬ 
field,  I).  D.  adidants. 

Dublin^  /jpril  24.  Ye  Herd  ay  be¬ 
ing  quarter  day  of  the  guild  of 
merchants,  the  fubject,  which  has 
lately  engaged  the  public  atten¬ 
tion,  of  Portugal’s  refilling  the 
entry  and  fale  of  Irilh  manufac¬ 
tures,  received  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion.  In  the  coiirfe  of  a  loner  de- 

'  a> 

bate,  after  many  able  fpeakers  had 
expatiated  upon  the  fchemes  of 
fome  perfons  in  Englarid,  to  render 
the  boaded  grant  of  a  free  trade 
to  Ireland  a  mere  nullity,  and  that 
the  Court  of  Portugal  had  adopt¬ 
ed  this  injurious  partiality  of  re- 
fufing  our  manufactures  through 
their  artifice,  it  was  on  the  other 
hand  clearly  evinced,  that  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Eden  had 
taken,  on  the  earlieft  information, 
the  molt  aCtive  part  to1  obtain  an 
immediate  remedy.  This  having 
fullyappeared  from  two  letters  of 
Mr.  Eden,  and  from  other  autho¬ 
rities,  and  that  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  their  endeavours 
being  crowned  with  the  wilhed-for 
iuccefs,  it  Was  refolved,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  guild  Ihould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  and  to  the  Plight  Hon. 
Mr.  Eden,  for  their  warm  and 
earned  exertions  in  favour  of  the 
commercial  intereds  of  Ireland. 

Triefte ,  May  4.  There  is  a  plan 
here  on  foot  to  build  about  thirty 
veflels  againft  the  next  fpring,  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  all 
nations,  and  with  the  belligerent 
powers  under  the  Audrian  flag  ; 
great  advantages  are  expeded  from 
this  trade. 

g.j  Yederda.y  the  Court  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  gave  judgment  in  the 
caufe,  wherein  MefFrs.  Evne  and 
Vol.  XXIV. 


were  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Carnan, 
bookfeller,  was  defendant.  The 
bill  was  brought  againit  Mr.  Car- 
nan,  for  printing  the  Form  of 
Prayer  appointed  to  be  ufed  on 
the  General  Fad  day,  when  the 
exclufive  right  of  his  majedy’a 
printers  to  print  the  faid  Form  of 
Prayer  was  fully  edablifhed,  and 
a  decree  given  in  their  favour  with 
cods. 

Naples ,  .May  8.  Mount  Vefu- 
vius  has  been  very  quiet  for  a 
long  time,  but  the  mountain  call¬ 
ed  Somma,  not  very  far  from  the 
former,  opened  'lad  month,  and 
the  lava  runs  very  violently.  Mo* 
one  fufpected  this  mountain  to 
contain  fo  much  combtidible  mat¬ 
ter,  nor  has  any  lava  iffued  from 
it  before  during  the  memory  of 
man. 

St.  James’s.  This  day,  af-  , 
ter  the  levee,  Dr.  Brownlow  ^n* 
North,  Rifh»p  of  W orceder,  kiiTed 
his  majedy’s  hand,  on  being  tran¬ 
slated  from  that  fee  to  the  Bidiop- 
rick  of  Wincheder.  As  did  Dr. 
Hurd,  Bifhop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  on  his  tranflation  to  the 
fee  of  W orceder. 

Yederday  was  held  the  , 
anniverfary  meeting  of  the  * 
Sons  of  the  Clergy  ;  at  which 
were  prefent  the  fight  honourable 
the  lord  mayor;  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  prefi- 
dent,  the  right  honourable  the 
lord  chancellor,  Sir  John  Skyn- 
ner,  vice-prelident,  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  York,  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  the  Earl 
of  Hilliborough,  their  lordfiiips 
the  Bifhops  of  Rocheder,  Bath 
and  WelE,  Litchfield  and  Coven¬ 
try,  Bangor,  Cheder.  Lincoln  and 
'[.V]  0  .  St. 
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St.  David’s  ;  Lord  Coleraine  ; 
Aldermen  Plomer,  Clarke,  Wool- 
ridge,  Pugh,  and  Ivit chin  ;  She¬ 
riffs  Sainfbury  and  Chrichton  ; 
the  Deans  of  Durham  and  Wind- 
for,  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Sir 
Joftma  Reynolds,  Philip  Yorke, 
Efq;  with  many  of  the  clergy  and 
gentry.  The  iennon  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Markham, 
Reftor  of  St.  Mary,  White-chapel, 
from  Jeremiah  xlix.  n.  4  Leave 
thy  fatherlefs  children,  I  will  pre- 
ferve  them  alive,  and  let  thy  wi¬ 
dows  truft  in  me/ 

Collection  at  St.-  Paul’s 

on  Tuefday  the  15th  1.  s.  d. 
inft.  —  — ■  200  5  ^ 

Ditto,  on  Thurfday  the 

17th  —  —  261  13  6 

Ditto,  at  Merchant  Tay- 

lors-hall  —  —  5^7  2  4 


Total  1029  i  4 


A  donation  of  fifty  pounds,  by 
the  late  Anne  Fox,  and  a  further 
fum  of  24I.  7s.  iod.  being  the 
"  jaalf  year’s  dividend  on  the  fum 
of  1626k  4s.  9d.  in  the  three  per 
cent  co-nfol.  bank  annuities,  pur- 
ehafed  with  the  legacy  of  the  late 
Margaret  Dongworth,  made  apart 
©f  the  collection  at  the  hall. 

,  A  general  Court  of  pro¬ 

prietor  was  held  at  the 
Eaft-lndia  Houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  in  order  to  take  into  eon- 
fideration  tire  propofitions  fubmit- 
ted  by  the  directors  for  the  bafis 
of  an  agreement  between  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  company,  whenfome 
new  matter  was  flatted  that  will 
require  very  ferious  difcuiTion.  It 
arofe  from  words  in  the  firft  pro¬ 
portion,  that  all  the  company’s 
prefent  chartered  privileges  (hall 
be  prefervcd  entire,  fo  far  as  is 
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confident  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  and  legifature .  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  thefe  laft  words 
out ;  and  Mr.  Rous  was  called 
upon  for  his  opinion,  who  made 
no  fcrupfe  to  declare  that  the 
rights  of  die  legifiature  were  no - 
vtd  rights.  That  the  rights  oi  the 
crown  were  diftind.;  and  fo  were 
thofeof  the  company  derived  from, 

and  dependent  on,  thofe  of  the 
crown  ;  but  he  ventured  to  give 
a  decided  opinion  that  the  law  and 
conftitution  knew  of  no  rights  of 
the  legifiature  independent  of  the 
known  privileges  of  parliament, 
which  ha  .  nothing  to  do  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  The  words  therefore 
and  legifiature  were  ft  ruck  out. 

Lord  North  (the  whole  houfe 
being  in  a  committee)  moved,  that 
the  propofitions  of  the  general 
court  of  Eaft  India  proprietors  he 
laid  before  the.  committee  ;  as 

follows 

“  That  all  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany’s  prefent  charter  rights  be 
preferved  to  them  entire,  fo  far  as 
is  confident  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  :  that  their  exclufive  trade 
be  prolonged  for  10  years  from 
March  1,  befides  the  three  years 
notice  to  be  given  according  to 
the  a£t  of  Geo.  iL  and  that,  in 
order  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power 
to  alleviate  the  'public  burthen, 
the  directors  are  impowered  to 
pay  into  the  Exchequer  6oo,oool. 
on  condition  of  receiving  in  retutn 
bills  on  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer, 
which,  in  cafe  of  any  unexpected 
exigences  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  commiflioners  of  cuf- 
toras  and  exciie  fhould  receive  as 
calh  for  the  company’s  accruing 
duties;  fuch  bills  not  to  bear  in- 
tereft,  or  to  be  brought  to  market 
like  other  bills. ” 


'  His 
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Hid  lordftnp  rofe  and  declared  file  were  ftationed  in  the  prifon  to 

prevent  the  like  attempt  for  the 
future.  Thefe  the  villains  fecur- 
ed,  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
their  arms,  and  made  a  defperate 
attempt  to  force  the  guard,  who 
were  obliged  to  fire  among  the 
affailants,  three  of  whom  were 
killed,  and  nine  wounded. 

Yefterday  there  was  a  h> 
general  court  or  the  propn- 
etors  of  Eaft-India  ftock  at  their 
houle  in  Leaden-hall-ftreet,  pur- 
fuant  to  adjournment,  for  the  fi- 
nal  determination  by  ballot  of  the 
following  quellion,  viz. 

“  That  this  court  doth  approve 
of  the  propofitions  read  and  amend¬ 
ed  at  a  general  court  held  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  2 1  ft,  to  be  offered  to  go¬ 
vernment  as  the  bafis  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  prolongation  of  the 
company’s  exclufive  trade.” 

For  the  queftion  -  256 

Againft  it  -  32 

Died,  at  Whitbeck,  near 
Whitehaven,  Rich.  Harrifon,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Tea-kettle 
Harrifon,  many  years  a  guide  over 
the  Sands;  the  fame  day  died  alfo 
his  wife,  and  his  daughter-in-law ; 
and  the  next  day  his  fon  alfo  de¬ 
parted  this  life. 

At  Snitterfield,  Warwick  (hire, 
the  Rev.  Rich.  Jago,  M.  A.  vicar 
of  that  place,  and  Reftor  of  Kim- 
cote,  Leicefterfhire.  Mr.  Jago 
was  author  of  “  Edge  Hill,”  a 
poem,  1767,  qto  ;  of  “  I  he 
Blackbirds,”  a  beautiful  elegy  in 
the  Adventurer  (fee  Dr.  Johrifor.’s 
Life  of  Weft)  ;  and  of  many  other 
ingenious  performances.  He  was 
the  intimatefriend  andcorrefpond- 
ent  of  Mr.  Shenftone,  contempoD 
rary  with  him  at  Oxford,  and  it 
is  believed  his  fchool-fellow.  Hs 
wrote  <c  Labour  and  Genius,  a 

[AT]  2 


his  difapprobation  of  the  faid 
propofitions,  movingthe  following 
refolution  at  th£  fame  time  : 

“  Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  three-fourths  of 
the  furplus  of  the  net  profits  of 
the  Kaft- India  Company,  ever 
fince  the  Company’s  bond  debt  was 
reduced  to  1,500,0001.  and  the 
Company’s  dividends  have  been 
8  per  cent,  perafm.  belong  to  the 
public,  and  that  600, cool,  in  lieu 
thereof  to  be  paid  into  his  majefty’s 
Exchequer  by  inftallments  at  fuch 
times  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon.” 
This  produced  a  warm  debate,  but 
was  finally  carried  in  favour  of 
Lord  North. 

A  caufe  came  on  to  be  tried  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Mansfield,  in  which 
Mr.  Wilfon  was  plaintiff,  and  Dr. 
Myerfbatch  (the late  water  Doftor ) 
was  defendant,  for  the  recovery  of 
200I.  for  a  bill  of  exchange  re¬ 
turned  from  Germany.  The  Dr. 
fo  long  ago  as  1779,  drew  a  bill 
to  his  own  order  on  a  perfon  in  an 
obfcure  place  near  Hamborough. 
This  bill  was  returned  protefted  ; 
and  the  defendant,  being  then 
abroad,  could  not  be  come  at  till 
laft  fummer,  when  the  a£tion  was 
brought.  He  fet  up  a  two-fold 
defence  ;  one,  that  he  had  no  va-* 
lue  for  the  bill  ;  the  other,  that 
he  had  failed  to  give  notice  of 
non-payment  in  due  time,  and 
therefore  had  made  the  bill  his 
own.  But  both  pleas  failing,  the 
jury  gave  a  verdiT  for  the  whole 
fum,  with  intereft  and  cofts  of 
fuit. 

The  felons  and  deferters  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Savoy  prifon,  attempt¬ 
ed  an  efcape,  by  undermining  and 
breaking  through  the  wall  ;  but 
being  difcovered,  two  rank  and 
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poem,  4to.  1768;  took  the  de¬ 
gree  of  M.A.  July  9,  1738  ;  was 
of  Univerfity  College  ;  was  the 
author  of  feveral  poems  in  the  4th 
and  yth  volumes  of  Dodfley's 
Poems  ;  and  publiflied  a  fermon, 
in  1755,.  on  Caufes  of  Impeni¬ 
tence  confidered,  preached  May  4, 
1755,  at  Harbury  in  Warwick- 
fiiire,  where  he  was  then  vicar, 
on  occafion  of  a  converfation  faid 
to  have  puffed  between  one  of  the 
inhabitants  and  an  apparition  in 
the  church-yard  there. 

At  Dublin ,  in  the  66th  year  of 
his  age,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Crofbie,  Earl  of  Glandore,  Vif. 
Crofoie,  of  Ardet,  and  Baron  of 
Branden,  one  of  his  majefty’s  mod 
hon.  privy  council  of  Ireland.  In 
Nov.  1 7 45,  he  married  Lady  Theo- 
doiia  Bligh,  filter  of  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Darnley,  and  by  her,  who 
died  in  May  1777,  he  has  leftiffue 
one  fon  and  three  daughters.  His 
lordihip  married  fecondly  the  re¬ 
lied  of  — —  Ward,  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  no  iflue. 


JUNE. 

On  Wednefday  a  general 
court  was  held  at  the  bank  of 
England  when  the  proprietors 
were  informed,  that  government 
had  agreed  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  (which  will 
expire  anno  1785)  for  25  years, 
on  condition  that  the  bank  ad¬ 
vances  to  government  2,ooo,oool. 
at  the  intereft  of  three  per  cent, 
per  ann.  to  be  paid  olf  within 
three  years  out  of  the  fmkincr 
fund. 

Saturday  19  prifoners  were 
^  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  one 
of  whom  was  capitally  convicted, 


viz.  Alicia  Hamilton,  for  dealing 
four  filver  watches,  a  metal  watch, 
and  a  coffee-pot  plated  with  filver, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Ward,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hyde  Street, Bloomfbury. 
John  Macneal  and  William  Ridge- 
ly,  were  tried  for  dealing  from 
an  auflion-room,  lace  to  the  va¬ 
lue  of  20C0I.  they  were  convidted 
and  fentenced  to  be  ballad-light^ 
ers.  Three  other  prifoners  were 
convicted  of  grand  larceny,  and 
the  remainder  acquitted. 

The  feflion  being  ended,  the 
recorder  pafied  fentence  of  death 
on  14  capital  convidls. 

The  fedion  of  the  peace  is  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  14th  curr.  and  the 
iedion  of  gaol  delivery  to  the  1  ith 
of  July  next,  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

Paris ,  June  5.  All  the  fhips 
taken  belonging  to  Commodore 
TIot ham’s  fleet,  are,  by  order  of 
that  court,  come  into  Bred  to  be 
fold,  and  a  great  number  of  pur- 
chafers  are  already  arrived  there. 
They  have  all  been  condemned  as 
good  prizes  except  one,  which  will 
be  redored.  It  had  been  taken  by 
an  Englifli  privateer,  who  had  put 
it  under  the  protection  of  the  efcort 
of  the  St.  Eudatia  fleet.  The 
States  of  Holland  have  reclaimed 
nothing  on  this  occafion,  though 
the  contrary  appears  in  feveral 
Dutch  Gazettes ;  fome  claims 
have,  indeed,  been  made  by  bank¬ 
ers,  and  a  few  other  particulars, 
whofe  pretenfions  have  not  bees 
admitted  by  the  council  of  prizes. 
They  have  appealed  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  date,  who  will  finally  fettle 
the  difpute  in  a  few  days. 

Copy  oj  the  Sentence  of  a  General 
Court  Martial ,  upon  the  Trial  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  Corbet. 

“  The  court  having  duly  ^  . 

confidered  and  weighed  the  3t 

& 

evidence 


J 
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evidence  given  in  fupport  of  a 
charge  againft  the  prifoRer,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  Mofes  Corbett, 
with  that  produced  by  him  in  his 
defence,  is  of  opinion,  that  he, 
the  faid  Mofes  Corbett,  is  guilty 
of  the  whole  charge  exhibited 
againft  him,  and  doth  adjudge, 
that  he  be  therefore  fuperfeded  in 
his  commifiion  of  Lieutenant -go 
vernor  of  the  ifland  of  Jcrfey.” 

8th  Laft  week  a  court  martial 
was  held  at  Sheernefs,  on  the 
Captains  of  the  Ariadne,  Fury 
hoop,  and  London  armed  {hip,  on 
a  charge  of  not  bearing  down  and 
engaging  three  French  privateers 
which  they  fell  in  with  laft  fum- 
mer,  and  which,  in  confequence, 
efcaped.  C’apt.  Squires,  of  the 
Ariadne,  was  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted  ;  but  Captain  Agnew  of  the 
Fury,  and  (Apt.  Rains  of  the 
London,  were  fentenced  to  be 
broke. 

h  A  melancholy  accident 
^  *  happened  at  Liverpool.  The 
eldeft  fon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  about  nine  years  old, 
died,  convulfed,  in  confequence 
of  eating  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  roots  of  hemlock-drop- 
wort,  miftaking  them  for  the 
earth-nut,  the  flowers  having  fome 
refemblance.  He,  with  four  other 
boys  of  the  neighbourhood,  had 
collected  a  number  of  thefe  roots 
in  the  fields  adjoiningto  the  Lefds 
canal,  of  which  they  had  each  eat 
fome,  and  were  affedfed,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  quantity  taken 
with  giddmcfs  and  heavinefs.  One 
of  them  was,  befides,  feized  with 
twitchings  for  fome  hours  ;  but 
he,  as  well  as  the  others,  having- 
been  made  t/>  vomit,  recovered, 
ft  hough  emetics  were  given  in 
large  quantities  to  the  youth  who 


died,  yet  the  ftomach  partook  fo 
much  of  the  general  infenfibility, 
that  thefe  produced  not  the  lead 
effedt,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  that 
could  be  done  to  lave  him,  he 
died  in  about  four  hours.  So  fa¬ 
tally  certain  is  the  elfedl  of  the 
poiions  of  this  clafs,  whofe  im¬ 
mediate  adfion  is  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  ftomach  to  expel 
them,  by  which  means  only  the 
milchief  can  be  put  a  lfop  to  ; — 
whereas  many  mineral-poifons  may 
be  decompofed  by  an  alcali  (as 
pot-afh)  and  even  the  danger 
from  drinking  fpirits  maybe  great¬ 
ly  leftened,  by  conveying  into  the 
ftomach  large  quantities  of  water 
to  dilute  them,  after  the  power  of 
vomiting,  as  well  as  of  fwallow- 
ing,  is  loft  [ See,  on  this  fab- 
jeft,  our  vol.  for  l a f  year  ;  and ,  in 
the  London  Medical  Journal ,  July, 
1781,  a  more  particular  account  of 
this  accident  given  by  Dr.  Hoidfon 
of  that  place .  j 

0 fetid,  June  1 1.  ftftie  evening 
of  the  15th  inft.  the  whole  city 
was  illuminated,  on  account  of 
the  publication  of  the  placart,  by 
which  his  imperial  majefty  de¬ 
clares  this  to  be  a  free  port. 

Captain  Moutrav,  of  the  , 

Ramillies,  was  tried  by  a  J  U 
court-martial,  held  on  board  one 
of  the  king’s  fhips  on  the  Jamaica 
ftation  juft  before  the  departure  of 
that  fleet  ;  by  which  circumftance 
they  were  delayed  from  failing  for 
feveral  days.  After  enquiring  into 
all  the  particulars  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  capture  of  the  large  and  va¬ 
luable  outward  bound-fleet  under 
his  convoy,  he  was,  by  the  fen- 
fcence  of  the  court,  fufpended. 

Bru felt ,  June  14.  rFhe  emperor 
arrived  here  about  11  o  clock  on 
Thurfday  night,  and  fince  that 

time 
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time  has  been  almoft  continually 
employed  in  attending  to  the  pe¬ 
titions  and  requefts  of  his  people. 
On  Friday  he  faw  only  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  minifters. 
On  Saturday  he  received  die  public 
bodies,  and  yeflerday  and  this  day 
he  has  given  audience  to  every  one 
who  demanded  it.  Tt  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  the  rich  and  the  noble  who  find 
admittance  to  the  infperial  pre¬ 
fence  ;  the  poor  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation  are  received  with  equal 
grace  and  favour  ;  every  claimant 
lias  the  privilege  of  telling  his  own 
■ftory  in  his  own  way  to  the  father 
of  his  people,  who  receives  them 
all  unattended  by  a  Tingle  perfon, 
and  lays  afide  every  form  which 
might  awe  the  modeft  and  the 
humble  from  making  their  wants 
or  diftre  fifes  known  to  him. 

.  India  Honfe.  Yeilerday 
a  general  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  of  Eaft-India  Hock, 
was  held  at  their  houie  in 
Leadenhall-ftreet,  to  determine 
by  ballot  the  following  queftion, 
viz.  ‘  That  this  court  doth  approve 
the  report  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  general  court  on 
the  10th  of  April  laft,  to  enquire 
into  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
company  laid  before  the  general 
court,  on  Thurfday  the  7th  curr. 
and  that  the  petition  therein  men¬ 
tioned  be  fairly  tranferibed,  and 
fealed  with  the  company’s  leafi 
and  preiented  to  'the  Houfe  of 
Commons.’  The  balloting  clofed 
at  fix  o’clock,  and  at  feven  theferu- 
tineers  made  the  following  report : 

For  the  queftion  258 

Againft  it  - —  127 

According  to  government  ac¬ 
counts,  the  "  number  of  prifoners 
exchanged  by  cartel  with  France 
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fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war,  is  44,000,  and  up¬ 
wards. 

Hanover ,  June  15.  Since  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Lieutenant-general  Faucitt 
from  London,  we  are  railing  two 
new  regiments  of  1000  men  each, 
for  the  fervice  of  Great-Britain. 

Copenhagen ,  June  16.  On  the 
7th  of  thismonth,  the  chamberlain 
Beringfchiold  was  conducted  to 
the  citadel  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
and  confined  where  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Count  Brandt  was  ;  and  it  is 
faid  three  or  four  other  rooms  are 
preparing  for  different  prifoners  of 
Hate.  As  to  the  crime  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman  it  is  not  publicly1  known, 
but  it  is  faid  by  fome  that  he  held 
an  illicit  correspondence  with  the 
court  of  Stockholm ;  whilfl  others 
affert,  that  he  endeavoured  to  ren¬ 
der  the  prefent  miniftry  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  peafants,  in  order 
to  foment  a  fedition  among  them. 

Admiralty- Office,  June  1 9, 1 78 1. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  Jrom  Captain 
Fan  lira  w,  of  the  Egmont ,  to  Mr* 
Stephens,  dated  at  Sea,  the  3  \Ji 
of  laf  month* 

In  thecourfeof  our  voyage  from 
Jamaica,  the  Endymion  took  the 
French  fhip  le  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette, - - Galletha,  Com¬ 

mander,  1200  tons,  mounting  40 
guns  (pierced  for  60),  200  men, 
laden  with  arms  and  cloathing  on 
account  of  the  American  Congrefs, 
and  bound  to  Philadelphia,  after 
a  handfome  running  adlion  of 
about  two  hours. 

Yefterday  a  Court  of  ^ 
common  council  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  at, which  were  pre¬ 
fent  the  lord  mayor,  four  aider- 
men,  the  two  ftie riffs,  Mr.  Re¬ 
corder, 
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corder,  and  a  great  number  of 
commoners. 

Mr.  Merry  moved,  that  the  ad¬ 
journed  motion  of  the  lait  court, 

‘  Chat  the  refolution  of  the  2d  or 
O&ober,  i78o,forthechambe.rlain 
not  to  pay  the  then  lord  mayor 
any  more  than  the  fum  of  352b 
19s.  as  the  balance  due  to  him  of 
the  city’s  ample  allowance  for  the 
expences  of  his  mayoralty,  be  re- 
feinded,’  be  now  agreed  to.  After 
a  very  long  debate,  in  which  the 
old  arguments  were  recapitulated 
on  both  Tides,  the  queftion  was 
withdrawn  ;  and  another  motion 
made.  4  That  ioool.  he  paid 
Brackley  Kennet,  Efq;  in  lieu  of 
all  demands  he  may  have  on  this 
city  on  account  of  his  mayoralty ;’ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Florence,  June  23.  Several  fevere 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake  have  for 
fome  weeks  pail  done  great  mif- 
chief  in  many  parts  of  the  pope’s 
ftate,  particularly  in  the  province 
of  Umbria;  the  city  of  Cagli  was 
totally  thrown-  down,  and  many 
people  were  buried  in  the  rums. 
It  extended  on  the  other  part  to 
San  Sepolchro,  a  Town  in  1  uf- 
cany,  where,  and  in  the  neigh 
bourhood,  it  caufed  great  damage. 
In  the  lad  week  the  great  duke 
fent  a  confiderable  fum  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
fled  into  the  country,  and  ftill  live 
in  wooden  huts. 

.  Yefterday  the  Rev.  Mr. 

26th'  Bate,  editor  of  a  morning 
paper,  furrendered  himfelf  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  bench,  to  receive 
judgment  for  the  infertion  of  a  li¬ 
bel  in  his  paper  againft  the  Duke 
of  Richmond.  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Peckham  fcverally  fpoke  to  the 
enormity  of  the  offence.  Mr.  Bear- 


croft  fpoke  in  extenuation  for  the 
defendant.  Mr  Juftice  Willes 
pronounced  the  judgment.  hie 
laid,  that  a  gentleman  of  the  de  ¬ 
fendant  s  function  to  employ  him¬ 
felf  in  penning  paragraphs  agamft 
the  moll  amiable  perfons  in  tnis 
country  was  very  improper.  The 
defendant  was  fentenced  to  be  in 
the  cuftodv  of  the  Marfhal  of  the 

J 

King’s  b.ench  prilon  one  year. 

Bologna ,  Jiine2C).  We  ftill  con¬ 
tinue  to  feel  fhocks  ofearthquakes ; 
at  St.  Donat  Della  Carda,  the  cu¬ 
rate  and  1 1  3  people  were  crufhed, 
and  all  the  houfes  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages  deftroyed;  feveral 
thoufand  perfons  are  faid  to  have 
perifhed  by  thofe  fad  difafters,  and 
for  miles  together  nothing  but 
ruins  are  to  be  feen. 

Died,  Suddenly,  at  BriftolHot 
Wells,  Lady  Miller,  author  of 
44  Letters  from  Italy,  by  an  Eng- 
lifhwoman,”  and  of  other  more 
glorious  w’orks  of  charity,  huma¬ 
nity,  and  goodnefs,  which  will 
remain  more  durable  monuments 
of  her  virtues,  and  of  her  lois. 
Her  Eadyfhip  died  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  period  of  life,  in  her  chair, 
and  without  a  groan.  The  weal¬ 
thy  and  the  indigent  will  have  equal 
cauff  of  regret  ;  for  fhe  did  not 
ftudy  to  enlarge  and  multiply  the 
elegant  entertainments  of  the 
former,  with  more  afftduity  than 
flie  fought  occafion  to  adminifter 
the  comforts  of  the  latter.  Of  this 
thoufands  who  have  vifited  her 
villa,  near  Bath,  or  who  refide 
near  its  vicinity,  can  witnefs.  Her 
merits  excited  fome  envy,  but  her 
heart  retained  not  the  fenfe  of  in¬ 
juries,  and  fhe  was  not  more  eafy 
of  accefs,  than  of  conciliation. 
Few  perfons  in  the  county  of  So- 
[/¥]  4  merfet 
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merfet  could  be  lefs  fpared,  by  the 
fons  of  riches  or  poverty,  to  an 
early  tomb  ;  nor  will  any  be  more 
fimcerely  lamented  by  both. 


J  U  L  Y. 

,  Yefferday  Mil  Attorney 
general  moved  the  court  to 
pafs  fentence  upon  the  late  printer 
of  the  London  Courant,  on  the 
fate  printer  of  the  Noon  Gazette, 
on  the  publiffier  of  the  Morning 
Herald,  and  on  the  printer  of  the 
Gazetteer,  for  having  publiffied 
a  libel  ag-ainft  the  Ruffian  ambaf- 

O  m 

fador.  Mr.  Attorney  expatiated 
upon  the  enormity  of  the  libel, 
and  urged  the  court  to  pafs  fuch  a 
fentence  as  would  prevent  the  fur¬ 
ther  abufe  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs. 

'  After  hearing  affidavits  of  the 
different  prifoners,  the  court  were 
pleafed  to  order,  that  the  original 
publiffier  of  the  paragraph  in 
queftion  ffiould  be  lined  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  imprifoned  for  a 
year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
confinement  be  fet  on  the  pillory 
for  one  hour.  The  Noon  Gazette 
printer,  for  having  copied  the  pa¬ 
ragraph,  was  fentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  -idol,  and  a  year’a  ini- 
prifonment  ;  and,  as  he  had  alfo 
publifhed  a  paragraph  next  day, 
juftifying  what  he  had  done,  he 
was  for  this  fecond  offence  ordered 
an  additional  lix  months  imprifon- 
ment,  and  to  hand  on  the  pillory. 
The  Morning  Herald  publiffier 
was  ordered  to  pay  aline  of  tool, 
and  to  be  imprifoned  a  year;  and  the 
printer  of  the  Gazetteer  (being  a 
female)  was  fentenced  to  pay  50I. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  fix  months. 

.  Yefterday  Mr.  Wheildon, 
j'1  u  publiffier  of  the  Whitehall 


.Evening  Pod,  and  Mr.  Ayres, 
printer  of  the  Middlefex  journal, 
were  ordered  to  attend  in  the  Court 
of  King's -bench,  for  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  libel  again!!  the  Ruffian 
ambaffador,  and  were  each  fen¬ 
tenced  to  pay  a  find  of  iooI.  and 
fuffer  a  year’s  imprifonment. 

The  feffions  began  at  the  , 
Old-Bailey,  when  22  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  feven  of  whom 
were  capitally  convidted.  Nine 
were  convidted  of  felony,  one  of 
petit  larceny,  and  five  were  ac¬ 
quitted. 

This  morning  came  on  , 
before  JudgeWilles,  at  the  1 ^ 
Old- Bailey,  the  trial  of  Mr.  de 
la  Motte  for  high-treafon.  Mr. 
Lutterloh,  the  chief  evidence 
againft  the  prifoner,  fwore,  that 
he  had  been  employed  by  M,  de 
la  Motte  to  procure  for  tfie  French 
miniftry  the  moil  authentic  intel¬ 
ligence  refpedting  our  naval  ope¬ 
rations,  at  50  guineas  per  month. 
A  number  of  papers  found  in  Mr. 
Lutterloh’s  garden  were  produced, 
and  proved  to  be  his  hand -writing, 
giving  an  exa6l  detail  of  -the  ftate 
of  our  docks,  t be  failing  of  our 
fleets,  the  number  of  men  on  board 
each  ffiip,  and  other  ufeful  infor¬ 
mation,  which  had  been  obtained 
through  the  means  of  a  clerk  In 
one  of  the  public  offices  in  thev 
naval  department.  Among  other 
circumftances  contained  iu  tliele 
papers,  was  an  account  of  Go¬ 
vernor  johnftone’s  intended  ope¬ 
rations.  The  trial  lafted  13  hours, 
when  the  jury,  after  a  fhort  deli¬ 
beration,  pronounced  the  priioner 
Guilty,  when  fentence  was  imme¬ 
diately  paffed  upon  him,  4  To  be 
hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  till 
dead  ;  then  to  be  cut  down,  and 
his  bowels  taken  out  and  burnt 

before 
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before  his  face,  his  head  to  be 
taken  off,  his  body  cut  into  four 
quarters,  and  to  be  at  his  majefty’s 
difpofal.’  The  prifoner  received 
the  awful  doom  with  great  com- 
pofure,  but  inveighed  againft  Mr. 
Lutterloh  in  warm  terms. 

It  is  fa  id  that  in  the  laft  war, 
he  was  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Soubife,  and  behaved  on  feveral 
occalions  with  gallantry.  Upon 
the  conclulion  of  the  war  his  re¬ 
giment  was  broke;  foon  after  which 
the  title  of  Baron  Deckham,  with 
an  hereditary  eftate,  devolved  to 
him.  Having  lived  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  fortune,  he  retired  to 
England  fome  few  years  fince, 
where  he  has  continued  to  refide 
till  the  commiffion  of  that  a  61  which 
he  is  to  expiate  by  the  forfeit  of 
his  life. 

His  behaviour  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  trying  feene,  exhi¬ 
bited  a  combination  of  manlinefs, 
fleadinefs,  and  prefence  of  mind. 
He  appeared  at  the  fame  time  po¬ 
lite,  condefcending,  and  unaffect¬ 
ed,  and,  we  prefume,  could  never 
have  flood  fo  firm  and  collected,  at 
fo  awful  a  moment,  if,  while  he 
felt  himfelf  juflly  conviCled  as  a 
traitor  to  the  ft  ate  which  gave  him 
proteClkm,  he  had  not  however 
miftakenly  felt  a  confcious  inno¬ 
cence  within  his  own  breaft,  that 
he  had  devoted  his  life  to  the  fer- 
yice  of  his  country. 

The  Sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlefex  having  received  M.  de 
la  Motte,  on  Friday  morning, 
from  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
and  being  .defirous  that  he  fliould 
have  every  poffible  comfort,  took 
upon  themfelves  to  confine  him, 
on  Friday,  in  New-prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  where  he  had  a  very  com¬ 
modious  apartment,  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  one  of  the  under  fherifis, 


N  I  C  L  E.  [185 

who  fat  up  in  his  bed-chambcr  all 
the  night,  and  who  brought  him 
from  thence  on  Saturday  morning 
to  the  bar.  They  alfo  applied  on 
Friday,  by  letter,  to  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont,  refpeCting  the  place  of  his 
confinement,  in  cafe  of  conviction, 
reprefenting  to  his  lordfhip,  that 
in  the  preient  ruinous  flate  of 
Newgate,  there  was  no  apartment 
of  iafe  cuftody  in  that  jail,  except 
the  cells,  already  over-crowded 
with  capital  conyiCts,  and  that  the 
other  prifons  in  the  county  were 
not  properly  fubjecl  to  the  control 
of  the  fherifis;  humbly  fubmitting 
to  his  lordfhip,  whether  it  might 
not  be  proper,  in  cafe  the  prifoner 
fhouldbeconviCted,  to  order  him  to 
be  recommitted  to  the  Tower.  His 
lordfnip,  in  a  few  hours,  returned 
an  anfwer,  by  letter,  to  the  fherifis, 
fignifying  to  them  his  majefty’s 
pleafure  (in  confequence  of  their 
reprefentation)  that  Monf.  de  la 
Motte,  if  conviCled,  fhould  be  're¬ 
manded  to  the  Tower,  and  defir¬ 
ing  that  they  would  give  imme¬ 
diate  notice  to  one  of  the  principal 
iecretaries  of  flate  of  hisconviClion, 
if  it  fliould  fo  happen,  that  the 
neceflary  directions  might  be  given 
to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
to  receive  him  back  from  the  fhe- 
riffs,  into  his  cuftody.  In  confe¬ 
quence  of  this,  as  foon  as  fentence 
was  pronounced,  the  Iheriffs  dif- 
patched  one  of  their  under  fherifis 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate’s  office, 
who,  in  little  more  than  an  hour, 
brought  back  an  order  from  Lord 
Hilfborough,  in  Lord  Stormont’s 
abfence,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  to  which  place  M.  de  la 
Motte  was  conveyed  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  by  Mr.  Sheriff 
Chrichton,  accompanied  by  Sir 
Stanier  Porten,  one  of  the  un¬ 
der  fecretarics  of  ftafe,  wLo  hav¬ 
ing 
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ine  been  an  evidence  on  the  trial, 
was  neceffarily  attended  all  day  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  and,  at  the  re- 
quefl  of  the  fheriff,  was  fo  oblig¬ 
ing  as  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Tower,  to  remove  any  difficulties 
that  might  arife  concerning  the 
receiving  of  the  prifoner  at  that 
late  hour  of  the  night.  Mr.  De 
la  Motte  was  in  another  coach, 
attended  by  Mr.  Akerman,  who 
fays,  that  he  never  in  his  life  faw 
a  man  in  his  fituation  with  more 
becoming  firmnefs  and  fortitude  ; 
and  that  he  only  expreffed  the  fame 
wifh  to  him  as  he  had  to  the 
Iheriffs,  that  his  diffolution  might 
be  immediate,  by  linking  oh  his 
head,  if  his  majefty  'would  gra- 
cioufiy  grant  him  that  indulgence./ 
After  waiting  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  till  the  neceffary  direc¬ 
tions  could  be  obtained  for  open¬ 
ing  the  gates,  Mr.  Sheriff  Crich¬ 
ton  delivered  over,  and  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner,  who  expreffed  in 
the  warmeft  terms,  his  moil  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Sheriff 
Sain  (bury  and  him,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  him  while  in  their 
euftody  ;  and  particularly  for  the 
trouble  they  had  taken  in  obtain¬ 
ing  an  order  for  his  being  fent 
back  to  the  'Bower. 

B  ruffe  Is,  July  17.  On  Tuefday 
kft,  the  10th  inff,  their  Royal 
Highneffes  the  Archduchefs  and 
Duke  Albert  of  Saxe  Tefchen  made 
their  firft  public  entry  into  this 
capital,  to  take  upon  them  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Auftrian  Nether  ¬ 
lands.  Since  the  arrival  of  their 
royal  highneffes  at  Bruffels,  the 
nobility,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  have  ufed  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  manifeff  their  un¬ 
feigned  joy  and  attachment :  and 
the  whole  city  was  illuminated 
during  three  fucceffive  evenings. 
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The  Eaft-  India  company  ^ 
have  received  advices  of  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  following  Rnps, 
which  (ailed  in  June,  at 

the  feveral  places  of  their  defli- 
nation,  viz.  Pigot,  Capt.‘  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Capt. 
Frafer  j  Glatton,  Captain  Cle¬ 
ments  ;  Ford  Holland,  Capt,  Wil¬ 
liams  ;  and  Vanfittart,  Captain 
Young-,  at  China  :  Dartmouth, 
Capt.  Thompfon ;  Neptune,  Capt. 
Scott ;  Belmont,  Capt.  Gamage  ; 
Grofvenor,  Captain  Coxon  ;  and 
Rochford,  Capt.  James  Todd,  at 
Coail  of  Bay  ;  and  Royal  Admi¬ 
ral,  Iffoddart,  at  Bombay. 


Portfmoutb ,  July  2  t.  Yefterday 
failed  with  a  fair  wind  the  follow¬ 
ing  fhips  : 


Ships. 

Britannia 

Royal  George 

Victory 

Duke 

Queen 

Formidable 

Namur 

Ocean 

Union 

Foudroyant 

Alexander 

Courageux 

Cumberland 

Edgar 

Valiant 

Defence 

Inflexible 

Repulfe 

Emerald 

Ambuicade 

Alarm 

Crocodile 

Narciffus 

Zebra 

Harpy 

Furnace 

Firebrand 

Lightning 


Guns.  Commanders, 
f  Adirdral  Darby 
£C,ipt.  Bradley 
f  Admiral  Rois 
100  £Capt.  Bourmafter 
Howarth 
Sir  C.  Douglas 
Maitland 
Cleland 
Sawyer 
Ourry 
Dalrymple 
Jarris 

Lord  Longford 
Lord  Mulgrave 
Peyton 
Elliott 
Good  all 
Cranfton 
Cotton 

Sir  Digby  Dent 
Marika)  1 
Conway 
Cotton 
King 
Edwards 
Bourchier 


100 


I  QO 

98 

98 

98 

90 

90 

90 

80 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

64 

64 

3Z 

3* 

3* 

24 

24 

1 6 


l 


Firelhips. 
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The  lateft  letters  from  alfo  the  titular  or  Popifh  Arch- 


3*1  Turkey  advife,  that  the 
plague  has  broke  out  both  at 
Smyrna  and  Cairo. 

Died,  in  Cumberland,  Tho. 
Wiatrop,  a  farmer.  Though  not 
quite  80  years  of  age,  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  to  the  grave  by  27  children, 
74  grand-children,  and  13  great- 
grand-children;  he  had  been  three 
times  married;  to  his  full  wife  be¬ 
fore  he  was  17. 

In  the  county  of  Tipperary  in 
Ireland,  Mrs.  Mathew  ;  whole  fu¬ 
neral  exceeded  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ever  feen  in  that  kingdom. 
Befides  the  different  corps  of  Mr. 
Mathew’s  volunteers,  who  came 
upwards  of  20  miles  to  meet  the 
body,  and  to  pay  the  laft  honoin 
fojuftly  due  to  the  refpe&ed  wife 
of  their  efleemed  commander,  all 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
county  and  its  neighbourhood 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  their  exprefiions  of  forrow.  T.  he 
aged,  the  young,  and  infant  tears 
were  fhed  for  the  death  of  thi3 
beauteous,  worthy,  and  accom- 
plifhed  woman.  Nor  was  this  tri¬ 
bute  more  than  juflly  due  to  fo 
much  virtue  and  exalted  merit. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  mourning 
/  coaches,  fifty-four  of  which  were 
drawn  by  fix"  horfes,  with  a  great 
number  of  fervants,  were  fent  by 
them  to  join  the  funeral  procefiion  ; 
and  when  it  arrived  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  place  of  interment, 
every  thing  was  arranged  in  me¬ 
lancholy  Hate  and  funeral  order. 
His  Grace  the  ArchbiPnop  of  Ca- 
fhel,  dreffed  in  his  full  pontifi¬ 
cals,  with  his  mitre  on  his  head, 
accompanied  by  a  long  train  of  his 
diocefan  clergy,  appeared,  and 
'oined  the  folemn  march,  as  did 


biihop,  with  his  clergy,  together 
with  the  greateft  tenantry  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  alfo  one  hundred  and  twenty 
domeftics  dreffed  in  black,  and  a 
numerous  train  of  old  men  and 
women  in  deep  mourning,  pen- 
fioners,  who  were  cloathed  and 
fed  by  the  humane  hand  of.  this 
charitable  woman  ;  and  almoft  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
round.  The  place  of  interment 
of  that  ancient  and  refpedfable  fa¬ 
mily  is  in  the  centre  of  Thomas - 
town-park  (the  greateft  and  moft 
princely  demeine  in  this  kingdom), 
embowered  in  a  wood,  in  the  ce¬ 
metery  of  a  ruined  monaftery  ;  to 
this  there  is  no  road  ;  but  the 
peafantry  of  the  place,  unfolicit- 
ed,  and  of  their  own  free  motion, 
fince  the  death  of  their  much-loved 
and  lamented  miftrefs,  gravelled 
a  road  through  the  park,  of  fome 
miles  in  length  to  it,  and  over  the 
facred  fpot,  where  her  remains 
were  to  be  aepofited,  eredled  with 
pious  hands  a  rude  though  hand- 
fome  maufoleum.  The  procef- 
fion,  which  extended  near  five 
miles,  being  arrived  here,  hrs 
o-race  the  archbilhop  performed 
The  funeral  fervice,  whofe  diftrefs 
was  fo  vifible,  and  whofe  feelings 
were  fo  nicely  exprefted,  with  the 
circumftances  of  the  place,  the 
number,  and  the  unfeigned  for¬ 
row  of  thofe  who  affiled,  added  an 
awful  dignity  to  this  grand  and 
moil  rnful  fcene.  Eight  noblemen 
bore  the  pall  on  this  occafion.  The 
family diffentions,  which  fora  cen¬ 
tury  have  divided  the  great  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  country,  feemed  to  be 
buried  with  the  body,  and  is  an 
happy  prefage  of  fucceeding  days 
of  peace  and  harmony. 

AUGUST. 
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AUGUST. 

n  Lieut.  Macdougall,  of  his 
1  majefty’s  cutter  Flying  Fifti, 
captured  off  Whitby  the  Maro 
X)eur  privateer,  of  14  fix  and  four 
pounders,  and  74  men,  belonging 
to  Dunkirk,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
man  killed  and  nine  wounded. 
The  enemy  had  four  killed  and  ten 
wounded.  The  Flying  Fifh  mounts 
.12  carriage  guns  and  64  men. 

Merit z ,  Aug.  6.  Our  elector 
has  obtained  the  pope’s  permiffion 
to  abolifh  two  of  the  richeft  con¬ 
vents  in  this  city,  and  the  bull, 
permitting  the  faid  fuppreffion, 
contains  a  remarkable  exhortation 
to  the  catholic  princes,  that  they 
will  as  much  as  in  their  power 
prevent  the  Proteftants  from  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves  of  the  abolition  of 
religious  houfes  in  favour  of  their 
fchifm. 

Fortitude ,  at  Sea ,  Aug.  7,  1781. 

The  admiral  deiires  the  captains 
of  his  majefty’s  flips  who  were  in 
the  line  on  the  %  5th  to  accept 
and  communicate  to  the  officers 
and  feamen  of  the  flips  they  com¬ 
manded,  his  thanks  and  perfect 
approbation  of  their  good  conduct 
and  bravery  fliewn  on  that  day. 

FI.  Parker. 
r  On  Thurfday  came  on 
10  *  before  the  lord  chancellor, 

at  Lincoln’s-inn-hall,  the  hearing 
of  a  petition  from  a  young  gen¬ 
tleman,  entitled,  when  of  age, 
to  an  eftate  of  600I.  a  year,  be- 
lides  confiderable  perfonal  effects, 
complaining  of  a  perfon  having 
cut  down  timber  upon  the  eftate  to 
the  value  of  Bool,  and  requefting 
his  lordftn’p  to  order  the  payment 
of  this  money  into  the  Court  of 


Chancery.  The  folicitor  general 
made  fome  remarks  on  the  con- 
dud  of  the  perfon.  Mr.  Price,  on 
the  part  of  the  perfon,  faid  he 
hoped  his  lordffip  would  permit 
his  client  to  dedubl  about  400k 
which  he  had  expended  in  the 
education  of„the  young  gentle¬ 
man,  and  alfo  flood  engaged  by 
contract  for  further  fums  to  his 
fchoolmafter  :  but  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  faid,  No  :  the  prefent  ap¬ 
plication  was  confined  only  to  the 
Bool,  and  every  fulling  of  that 
money  his  lordffiip  ordered  into 
court. 

Whitehall.  Letters  were  this  day 
received  from  Peter  Chefter,  Efq; 
late  Governox*  of  Weft  Florida, 
giving  an  account  of  the  furrender 
of  that  province  to  the  arms  of 
Spain.  That  the  garrifon  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  8th 
of  May,  and  the  articles  were 
figned  on  the  8th,  by  which  the 
Britiffi  troops,  &c.  were  allowed 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war,  to  be  conducted  to  one  of 
the  ports  belonging  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  port  of  St.  Auguftine  and 
the  if  and  of  Jamaica  only  except¬ 
ed  ;  and  not  to  ferve  again  ft  Spai  n 
or  her  allies  until  properly  ex¬ 
changed. 

Hague ,  Sept.  14..  The  Prince 
Stadtholder  returnedyefterdayfrom 
the  Texel  to  the  Maifon  de  Bois  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning-.  We 

O 

have  learned  the  following  parti¬ 
culars  refpe£linghis voyage,  which 
are  too  interefting  to  be  pafled 
over  in  filence.  His  ferene  high- 
nefswas  accompanied  by  his  cham¬ 
berlains  Baron  de  Kell,  and  the 
Comte  de  Keiden,  and  General 
Stocken.  Fie  was  received  at  the 


*  In  the  action  with  the  Dutch  off  the  Dogger  Bank. 


Helder 
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Helder  on  the  8th,  by  the  Baron 
de  Boetzelaer,  deputy  from  the 
body  of  the  nobles  of  the  province 
of  Holland  to  the  admiralty  at 
Amilerdam,  aud  by  Mr.  Boreel, 
advocate-fifcal,  to  the  admiralty, 
and  the  principal  naval  officers  who 
were  at  anchor  in  the  Texel.  The 
prince  entered  a  (loop  with  Admi¬ 
ral  Haiti] nk,  and  failed  for  the 
fian  of  war  Id  Admiral  General, 
where  he  held  a  council  of  war, 
the  iffue  of  which  was,  to  give  or¬ 
ders  for  difpatching  the  Ajax  cut¬ 
ter,  and  le  Dauphin,  to  recon¬ 
noitre.  Orders  were  alfo  given 
for  the  Jafon  and  la  Bellone  fri¬ 
gates,  of  36  guns  each,  being  fta- 
tioned  at  the  entrance  of  the  har 
bour.  On  the  10th,  the  Ajax 
reported,  having  feen  five  Eng- 
lifh  men  of  war,  and  a  cutter  ; 
and  they  foon  after  came  within 
view  of  the  port,  upon  which  le 
Sud  Baveland  of  64  guns,  was  dif- 
patched  to  reinforce  la  Jafon,  and 
la  Bell  one.  Towards  evening,  our 
flips  and  thofe  belonging  to  the 
Englifh,  being  within  fght  of 
each  other,  Rear-admiral  Van 
Braam,  to  whom  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  had  given  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  gave  the  fignal  for  weighing 
anchor;  on  the  nth  the  whole 
fleet  fet  fail,  and  was  to  be  joined 
by  the  flips  in  the  Viie,  with  our 
merchantmen  that  were  bound  for 
the  Baltic  ;  and  as  the  Meufe  di- 
vifion  had  put  to  fea  on  the  10th 
at  fix  in  the  evening,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  that  it  is  reinforced  by  this 
time,  or  at  leaf,  that  it  foon  will 


be. 

2  St.  James's.  The  king  anc 
1  *  the  Prince  of  Wales  embark¬ 

ed  atGreen  wich  in  different  yachts 
and  proceeding  down  the  rivei 
were  faluted  as  they  puffed  Wool¬ 


wich  Warren,  by  the  flips  in 
Long  Reach,  and  by  Tilbury  and 
Gravefend  forts,  and  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  anchored  in  Sea 
Reach. 

The  yachts  got  under 
way  at  five  in  the  morning, 
and  arrived  at  Blackftakes  about 
nine;  went  on  fiore,  andvilitedthe 
dock  yard  and  new  fortifications. 
About  12  they  left  the  yard  and  re¬ 
turned  totheNore ,  where  they  were 
faluted  by  Vice-adm.  Parker  and 
hit.  fquadron,  who  were  that  mo¬ 
ment  come  to  an  anchor.  The 
vice  admiral  had  the  honour  of 
dining  with  his  majefty  ;  and  in 
the  evening  the  king  and  the 
prince  went  on  board  the  Forti¬ 
tude,  in  which  flip  the  admiral's 
flag  was  flying.  The  rcyal  ftand- 
ard  was  hoifted,  and  the  whole 
fleet  faluted  with  21  guns  each. 
His  majelly  foon  after  retired  into 
the  great  cabin,  where  the  can- 
tains  and  officers  of  the  fquadron 
were  gracioufly  received,  and  had 
the  honour  to  kifs  his  majeftv’s 
hand.  His  majefly  and  the  prince, 
after  vifiting  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  flip,  returned  to  their  yachts^ 
and  failed  for  Chatham,  where 
they  arrived  at  9  next  day. 


28th. 


This  day  an  exprefs  arrived 
at  the  admiralty  from  Admiral 
Darby,  with  an  account  of  his  fafe  ar¬ 
rival,  with  the  following  fhips  under 
his  command,  off  Torbay,  from  a 
cruife. 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

IOOJVice  Ad,  Darby 
(.Capt.  Bourmafter 
100  Bradley 


Britannia 


Roya-1  George 
Vidtory 
Queen 
Duke 

Formidable 
Namur 
Ocean  ,  , 


100  Howarih 
98  Maitland 
98  Sir  C.  Douglas 
98  Stanton 
90  Sawyer 
90  Ourry 

Uni  oi* 


/ 


» 
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Union 

90 

Dalrymple 

Foudroyanfc 

80 

Jervis 

Marlborough 

74 

Penny 

Courageux 

74 

Lord  Mulgrave 

Valiant 

74 

Goodall 

Defence 

74 

Cranfton 

Cumberland 

74 

Peyton 

Arrogant 

74 

Coiftlfh 

Conqueror 

74 

Balfour 

Alexander 

74 

Lord  Longford 

Hercules 

74 

Brifbane 

Edgar 

74 

Bo  (Io  n 

Renulfe 

64 

Sir  Digby  Dent ' 

Indexible 

64 

Cotton 

Medway 

60 

Hammond 

Twelve  large 

frigates,  fix  of  whit 

mount  36  Guns,  and  fix  fire-lbips. 

Gloucejier ,  -rAg.  20.  A  neat  marble 
monument  has  been  lately  eredted  in 
our  cathedra!,  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Warburton,  late  bifhop  of  this  dio- 
eefe,  upon  which  ap'peais  the  following 
inicription  - 

To  the  Memory  of 

william  warsurton,  d.  d. 

For  more  than  xix  years  Bishop  or  this 
See. 

A  Prelate 

©i  the  mofl  fublime  Genius,  and  ex- 
quifite  Learning. 

Both  which  Talents 
He  employed  through  a  long  Life, 

In  tt.e  fupport 
Of,  what  he  firmly  believed. 

The  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION; 
And 

Of  what  he  efteerned  the  bed  eftablifh. 
meat  of  it. 

The  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND. 

He  was  born  at  Newark  upon  Trent, 
Dec.  24,  1 698. 

Was  confecrated  Bishop  of  GIoucefter, 
Jan.  20,  1760. 

Died  at  his  Palace,  in  this  City,  June 

7*  !77 9. 

And  was  buried  near  this  Place. 

Beneath  the  Entablature  is  the  head 
*)£  the  bilhop  in  a  medallion. 

Died,  in  Liquorpond-fcreet, 
Eflher  Davies,  aged  103.  She 
had  fubnfted  by  charity  above  30 
years*  and  hoarded  near  one  hun¬ 


dred  and  flxty  pounds,  which  were 
found  in  her  lodgings. 

At  Carrickfergus,  PatrickBlak- 
eney,  Efq;  aged  104,  formerly  a 
captain  in  the  army,  and  ferved 
•  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

On  Windfor-forei|,  John  Arm- 
flrong,  aged  99  years,  who  had 
been  a  Wood  cutter  on  that  forejl 
in  the  reign  of  three  kings. 


SEPTEMBE  R. 

ConJlantinople,Sept .  I.  The  trou¬ 
bles  which  prevail  in  Egypt  oblige 
the  Porte  to  fend  a  confiderable 
army  thither.  A  revolt  is  alfo 
broke  out  in  Romelia,  principally 
in  the  diftrici  of  Kirkilick  ;  and 
the  commandants  who  were  fent 
thither  to  puhifh  the  mutineers, 
have  been  maffacred  by  them,  as 
well  as  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
foldiera  under  their  command. 

This  day  at  noon  the  lord  mayor 
held  a  wardmote  in  the  yeftry  of 
St.  Mary-le-Bow  Church,  Cheap- 
fide,  for  the  election  of  an  Aider- 
man  of  Cordwainers  ward,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Alderman  Hay- 
ley,  deceafed. 

Two.  candidates  only  offered, 
viz.  William  Pickett,  Efq;  citi¬ 
zen  and  goldfmith,  and  Barnard 
Turner,  Efq;  captain  of  the  city 
aiTociation  ;  both  thefe  gentlemen 
addreffed  the  affembly  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

Upon  the  fhow  of  hands,  which 
Were  held  up  twice,  to  prevent 
miilake,  the  lord  mayor  declared 
the  majority  to  be  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Turner,  but  a  poll  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  friends  of  Mr*. 
Pickett ;  however,  Mr.  Pickett 
foon  after  thought  proper  to  re- 
linquifh  the  conteft,  in  a  hand- 

fomc 
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fome  fpeech,  expreffive  of  bis  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  whil¬ 
ing  him  health  to  enjoy  the  gown. 

,  Yefterday  afternoon,  about 
^  '  five  o’clock,  a  difturbance 
broke  out  in  New-prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  which  has  been  fome  time 
expe&ed,  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  prifoners  confined  there 
(upwards  of  200)  there  being  no 
part  of  Newgate  tenable  but  the 
condemned  cells.  Several  magi- 
ftrates  affembled  on  Saturday,  and 
took  every  precaution  in  their 
power.  A  woman  brought  a 
hanger  concealed  into  the  prifon, 
with  which  the  ringleader  armed 
himfelf,  ruftied  between  the  gates, 
and  attacked  the  Turnkey,  but 
was  fortunately  feized,  and  fe- 
verely  wounded  in  the  llruggle  : 
the  moll- active  of  the  prifoners 
had  in  the  mean  time  forced  the 
others,  with  drawn  knives,  to 
join  them  in  a  general  attempt  to 
force  open  the  gates  ;  but  the 
fentinels  being  now  alarmed,  a 
fergeant’s  guard,  which  attends 
the  prifon,  turned  out,  and  fired 
about  fifty  fhot  into  the  prifon- 
yard,  by  which  three  prifoners 
were  killed,  and  twelve  wounded  : 
the  prifoners  then  fubmitted,  and 
were  properly  fecured. 

The  ringleader  in  the  above  riot 

was - Trentham,  who  had 

got  his  irons  entirely  off;  the  fe- 
cond  was  one  Lee,  committed  for 
coining,  whofe  irons  were  lawed 
fo  nearly  through,  that  a  flight 
touch  with  the  fingers  would  have 
broke  them  aiunder ;  and  the  third 
was  a  man  for  houfe-breakmg. 
Thefe  three  were  killed. 

Hague ,  Sept.  18  W e  are  affured 
that  the  Dutch  fquadron,  which 
put  to  fea  to  efcort  the  trade  to  the 
Baltick,  is  returned  into  port,  by¬ 


order  of  the  court,  who  feared 
they  would  not  be  ltrong  enough 
to  refill:  the  Englilh  forces,  now 
the  combined  fleets  have  finilhed 
their  cruize.  One  of  the  faid 
Dutch  fleet,  called  the  Prince 
Willem,  of  74  guns,  by  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  pilot,  ftruck  a 
fand-bank,  near  the  Idelder,  and 
is  totally  loft,  but  the  crew  arc 
faved. 

Yefterday  the  feflions  . 
ended  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
when  22  capital  convi&s  received 
judgment  of  death. 

The  Recorder,  when  he  palled 
fentence  on  the  abovementioned 
22  capital  convi&s,  remarked,  that 
the  number  of  offenders  every  fef- 
fions  (hewed  fo  much  the  increafe 
of  vice,  that  he  was  afraid  it  would 
become  neceffary  to  withhold  mer¬ 
cy,  by  way  of  deterring  in  the 
utmoft  degree  the  repetition  of 
thofe  daring  robberies  which  had 
lately  alarmed  the  metropolis : 
he  faid  the  experiment  had  been 
tried  with  fuccefs,  at  a  time  like 
the  prefent,  when  the  town  a- 
bounded  with  defperadoes,  to 
condemn  all  to  their  fentence,  and 
he  did  apprehend  the  dreadful  trial 
would  be  renewed.  He  therefore 
advifed  the  convicts  to  a  ferious 
and  unfeigned  repentance. 

The  following  Eaft-Indiamen 
are  taken  up  by  the  company,  in 
addition  to  thofe  already  intended 
to  be-  employed  in  their  lervice 
the  following  feafon,  which  will 
make  in  all  twenty-feven  fail  : 
Bute,  Britifh  King, 

Ankerwyke,  Europa, 
Sbrewfbury,  Godfrey, 
Talbot,  Royal  George. 

Gat  ton, 

Every  Eaft  -  Indiaman  which  goct 
out  this  tnfuing  feafon  will  take 

a  quota 
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si  quota  of  foldiers  for  the  fervice 
of  the  company,  amounting  to 
260  for  each  (hip.  As  27  fhips 
are  in  the  whole  to  fail,  this  Avill 
conflitute  all  together,  an  army  of 
6020  men.  Thefe  foldiers  will 
fill  the  fhips  fo  compleatly,  that 
an  order  has  been  priven,  that  no 
ladies  fhall  be  received  on  board 
as  paffengers,  which  is  a  very  un- 
ulual  prohibition.  The  captains 
of  the  different  veffels  have  been 
alfo  abridged  in  their  privilege  of 
private  quantity  ;  the  eftablifhed 
weight  which  they  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  carry,  for  years  back, 
on  their  own  account,  having  been 
fifty-fix  ton,  and  it  is  now  reduced 
to  eighteen,  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  foldiers  ;  but  as  a  compen- 
fation  for  this  diminution  in  the 
quantity,  they  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  carry  copper,  which  was 
previoufly  prohibited  ;  and  this 
article  bears  fo  high  a  value  in 
India,  that  it  is  thought  the  eigh¬ 
teen  ton  of  that  freight  will  be 
equal  in  profit  to  the  56  tons  of 
any  other  materials. 

A  general  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  of  bank  flock, 
agreeably  to  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette  for  that  purpofe,was  held 
at  the  great  room  in  the  bank  on 
Wednefday  laft,  to  determine  by 
ballot  the  following  queflion  :  4  if 
it  was  the  fenle  of  the  proprietors 
to  increafe  their  dividend  one  half 
per  cent.’  which  was  carried,  fo 
that  it  will  now  be  fix  per  cent. 

- - -Thnrfday  the  faid proprietors 

had  a  general  meeting  in  order  to 
confirm  the  ballot  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  day,  and  alfo  to  make  a  call 
of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
Hock  of  the  company,  which  was 
agreed  to>  and  to  be  paid  in  as 
binder- 
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—  i  per  cent,  the  19th  of  06D 
2  per  cent,  the  20th  of  Dec. 
2  per  cent,  the  17th  Jan. 

5  per  cent,  the  15th  of  Feb. 


8  per  cent,  which  will  make 
an  increafe  to  their  capital  flock 
of 

862,400 

10,780,000  forifter  capital. 

1 1,642,400k  their  capital  flocM 
now.  So  that  the  intereil  at  6  per 
cent,  will  be  698,544b  per  an¬ 
num. 

Yefterday  came  on  at  * 
Guildhall  the  election  of  a  2'> 
reprefentative  in  parliament  for 
this  city,  in  the  room  of  George 
Hayley,*  Efq;  deceafed.  The  two 
candidates  were  the  lord  mayor 
and  Alderman  Clark.  The  court 
bein  g  opened  by  the  common 
cryer,  the  recorder  and  city  re¬ 
membrancer  came  forward  on  the 
huflings,  and  acquainted  the  li¬ 
very  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 
After  the  ufual  ceremonies  were 
obferved,  the  two  candidates  were 
put  in  nomination  ;  and  on  the 
fhew  of  hands,  the  fheriffs  were  of 
opinion  the  choice  had  fallen  on 
the  lord  mayor,  but  to  remove  all 
doubt  they  were  put  up  a  fecond 
time,  when  the  {hew  appearing 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  lord  mayor, 
his  lordfhip  was  declared  duly 
eledled.  He  addrefled  the  livery 
in  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  thank¬ 
ing  them  for  the  honour  they  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  promifmg 
to  exert  his  utmofl  endeavours  on 
every  occafion  to  fupport  the  con- 
flitution  of  his  country,  and  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Mr.  Alderman  Clark 
alfo  fpoke  a  few  words  on  the  oc¬ 
cafion.  A  poll  was  then  demand¬ 
ed 
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ed  In  favour  of  Alderman  Clark, 
which  began  at  three  o’clock  and 
clofed  at  live. 

I>iF.D,  at  Rotterdam, one  Rich¬ 
ard  Solomons,  aged  i  ro  years. 

In  St.  John’s-ttreet,  Thomas 
1  heebridge,  who  had  by  his  wife 
thirty-fix  children,  all  born  alive, 
twelve  of  whom  are  now  living, 
lie  was  fifty  years  painter  to  the 
Charter-houfe. 


OCTOBER. 


l  p  On  Saturday  a  common  hall 
was  convened,  according 
to  the  annual  cuftom  on  Michael- 
mas-day,  to  eleft  a  lord  mayor  for 
the  enfuing  year.  The  poll  for  a 
member  of  parliament,  then  car¬ 
rying  on,  was  accordingly  adjourn¬ 
ed, by  proclamation,  at  one  o  clock, 
and  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen, 
with  their  attendants,  being  feat- 
ed,  the  recorder  declared  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  meeting  in  a  ffiort 
fpeech.  He  faid,  that  “  though 
lie  was  happy  at  all  times  to  have 
an  occafion  of  addreffing  himfelf 
to  the  livery  whom  he  fo  much  re- 
fpefted,  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  interrupt  the  bufinefs  in  which 
they  were  at  prefent  engaged, 
longer  than  it  was  necefifary,  by 
any  fpeech  of  his.  They  well 
knew  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  convened,  and  the  import¬ 
ance  of  it,  namely,  to  deft  a  lord 
mayor  for  the  enfuing  year,  as 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  firft  city  in 
the  world  ;  and  from  the  prudent 
choice  they  had  been  acuttomed 
to  make  in  former  years,  he  doubt¬ 
ed  not  that  they  would  make  as 
wife  an  election  of  a  proper  per- 
fon  at  prefent. ’* 
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The  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
then  returned  to  the  council  cham¬ 
ber,  and  the  fheriffs  remained  on 
the  huttings  to  nominate  the  fe- 
veral  aldermen  who  had  ferved  the 
office  of  fheriff,  for  the  livery  to 
return  two,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tem  of  the  city,  whofe  names  are 
immediately  to  be  carried  by  the 
llieriffs  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
who  fcratch  for  which  of  the 
names  they  approve. 

T.  he  greatett  ttiew  of  hands  ap¬ 
peared  tor  Mr.  Alderman  PI  omer, 
The  appearance  was  doubtful  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Alderman  Peckham 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Nevvnham, 
who  were  next  in  number  ;  but, 
upon  a  fecond  thew  of  hands  be¬ 
ing  demanded  by  the  theriffs,  it 
was  decifive  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Newnham* 

The  Aldermen  foon  returned 
from  the  council  chamber,  and  it 
was  announced,  that  the  cleftion 
had  fallen  upon  Mr.  Plomer,  who 
then  came  forward,  and  fpoke 
to  the  following  purport  : 

“  Give  me  leave  to  return  you 
my  thanks  for  the  ffiare  you  have 
had  in  electing  me  to  an  office  fo 
honourable  and  fo  important  ;  it 
fhall  be  my  endeavour  to  merit 
your  approbation,  and  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  my  fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

“  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with 
your  advice  and  affittance,  when¬ 
ever  it  fhall  be  necefiary  for  me  to 
call  you  together  ;  it  will  give  me 
great  pleafure  to  aft  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  you,  gentlemen,  who 
I  am  certain  will  not  mifiead  me  ; 
it  is  my  defire  alfo  to  live  friendly 
and  upon  good  terms,  not  only 
with  every  member  of  the  court, 
but  likewife  with  all  perfons 
whatfoever.” 

l*n  The 
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The  poll  for  a  member  of  par¬ 
liament  was  then  relumed. 

At  the  final  clofc  of  the  poll  on 
Saturday  at  four  o’clock,  for  a 
member  to  represent  this  city  in 
parliament,  the  numbers  were, 
for  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  2685  ;  for 
Mr.  Alderman  Clark  2387  5  ma¬ 
jority  for  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  298. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  then  came 
forward  on  thehuftings,  and  thank¬ 
ed  the  livery  for  this  fignal  mark 
of  their  approbation,  alluring 
them,  that  o'nVhis  part  nothing 
fhould  be  wanting  to  fupport  the 
principles  which  he  had  always 
maintained,  and  to  merit  the  ho¬ 
nour  conferred  on  him.  An  uni¬ 
formity  of  conduct  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  always  to  preferve,  and 
no  influence  fbould  ever  bribe  him 
to  clefert  the  caufe  in  which  he  had 
engaged,  or  betray  the  trull  his 
fellow  citizens  had  repofed  in  him. 
Alderman  Clark  made  a  fhort 
fpeech,  thanking  his  friends  for 
the  afiiftance  they  had  given  him 

y  O 

during  the  poll.  Alderman  Wool¬ 
dridge  attempted  to  fpeak,  but 
the  nolle  was  fo  great  that  he 
could  not  be  heard. 

Cadiz ,  Oct.  2.  Advices  have 
been  received  which  confirm  the 
account  that  the  revolt  at  Peru 
had  entirely  fubfided ;  that  Tupac 
Amora,  the  leader  of  the  revolters, 
had  been  taken,  and  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  principal  officers, 
fent  to  Cufco*  Don  Jofeph  de 
Vella,  the  Spaniffi  general,  on 
entering  Tupac’s  capital,  ordered 
18  of  the  revolters  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  hanged.  Six  pieces  of 
cannon,  fix  chefts  of  money,  alfo 
a  large  quantity  of  arms,  powder, 
and  ammunition,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Don  jofeph,  together 
with  two  packets  of  papers,  con- 
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tabling  the  correfpondence  main¬ 
tained  by  the  revolters,  which 
wall  afford  an  infight  into  the  pro¬ 
moters  and  concealed  abettors  of 
this  rebellion. 

Turin ,  Oct.  3.  On  the  29th 
pail  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Carolina,  fourth  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  was 
married  to  his  Serene  Highnefs 
Prince  Anthony,  brother  to  the 
Eledlor  of  Saxony.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Piedmont, 
was  proxy  on  this  occafion.  A 
few  hours  after  the  ceremony, 
the  eledtor’s  ambaflador  extraor¬ 
dinary  fet  out  for  Aufburg,  where 
he  will  wait  to  receive  the  prin¬ 
cefs,  and  conduct  her  to  Drefden. 
Her  Royrnl  Highnefs  went  from 
Moncallier  the  next  day,  and  was 
accompanied  as  far  as  Vercelli  by 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Sardinia, 
and  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Piedmont  ;  and  yefterday  their 
majefties,  with  their  royal  high- 
neffes,  returned  to  Moncallier. 

Edinburgh ,  Off.  6.  On  Monday 
laft  fome  trials  were  made  of  the 
hundred  pounder  carronade  lately 
mounted  on  the  battery  at  Leith; 
a  gentleman  who  was  prefent  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  gun,  being 
loaded  with  1 1  pounds  of  powder, 
and  elevated  to  15  degrees,  threw 
its  (hot  about  two  miles  into  the 
fea  ;  and,  by  way  of  comparative 
trial  with  one  of  the  24  pounder 
guns  belonging  to  the  battery,  a 
thot  was  fired  at  the  fame  time 
from  one  of  them,  with  the  fame  I 
quantity  of  powder  and  elevation,  ' 
and  by  the  oblervation  of  the  i 
guard  and  others  at  the  end  of  the 
pier,  the  100  pound  (hot  went  far¬ 
ther  than  the  24  pounder  by  about 
30  yards.  Another  trial  was  made  at 
an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  when 

the 
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the  24  pounder  fhot  ranged  be¬ 
tween  300  and  400  yards  farther 
than  the  100  pound  carronade. 

Several  other  experiments  were 
made  on  this  gun,  by  firing  at  a 
mark,  and  throwing:  (hells  and 

o 

grape  ftiot,  all  which  feemed  to 
fucceed  perfectly  well.  There  was 
a  number  of  fpeTators  upon  this 
occalion,  among  whom  were  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  the  lord  ad¬ 
vocate,  Capt.  James  Fergufon,  of 
the  navy,  &c.  who  all  feemed 
much  fatisfied  with  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  gun. 

Brazil ,  in  Switzerland^  Oct.  7. 

Some  matters  relative  to  the  eda- 
blifhing  peace  in  Geneva,  which 
the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne 
could  not  fo  well  determine,  have 
been  twice  debated  upon  in  the 
council  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
aftermature  deliberation >p on  the 
nature  and  caufes  of  thedidentions 
at  Geneva,  his  majelly  perceives 
that  the  guarantee  he  granted  that 
little  republic  in  1738,  in  con- 
jundlion  with  the  cantons  ofZurich 
and  Berne,  fo  far  from  contribut¬ 
ing  to  its  tranquillity,  has  only 
ferved  to  foment  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
cord  among  the  citizens  of  Gene¬ 
va.  This,  together  with  the  con- 
fideration  how  improper  it  is  for 
the  differences  of  an  inconfiderable 
people  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
minilters  of  a  great  King,  has  in¬ 
duced  his  majedy  to  write  to  the 
cantons,  co-guarantees  with  him, 
of  the  regulation  of  1 738,  and 
to  the  republic  of  Geneva,  that  he 
holds  himfelf  from  henceforward, 
difengaged  from  the  guarantee  of 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  and  that 
he  leaves  it  entirely  to  them  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  reftore  peace  to  that 
republic  ;  neverthelefs  that  his 
own  intereft  will  not  fuffer  him  to 


fee  with  an  indifferent  eye  any  in¬ 
novation  in  the  government,  or 
any  diforderly  tumult,  but  will, 
in  any  filch  cafe,  ufe  the  power  he 
has  in  his  hands  to  put  an  end  to 
them. 

Cadiz ,  OB.  8.  This  morning 
the  difagreeable  news  was  brought 
to  camp  of  the  lofs  of  three  tranf- 
ports  from  Carthagena,  having 
on  board,  befides  (lores,  provifions, 
and  ammunition,  a  regiment  of 
light  infantry,  confiding  of  700 
men,  which  marched  from  Cor¬ 
dova,  and  all  the  officers,  fearnen, 
and  foldiers,  perifhed  in  the  fea. 

An  indance  of  recovery 
which  lately  took  place  in 
the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  not  more 
remarkable  than  plealing,  was 
laid  before  the  public,  by  order 
of  the  board. 

A  hale,  flrong  man  of  32, 
Ifaac  Ellifon,  of  Saint  Helen’s, 
was  attacked  by  a  fever  in  June 
lail,  in  which  he  was  delirious, 
and  which  continued  eleven  days. 
From  that  time  he  lod  entirely 
both  his  fpeech  and  hearing,  tho’ 
his  health  and  drength  returned 
perfectly,  and  he  could  explain 
himfelf  clearly  and  feniibly  by 
writing.  When  he  had  remained 
in  this  date  above  two  months  af¬ 
ter  his  fever  left  him,  he  applied 
to  the  infirmary,  and  was  admit¬ 
ted  an  in-patient.  In  about  a 
week  afterwards  he  heard  the 
clock  drike  and  a  mu  fleet  fi  red, 
though  when  admitted,  he  was 
not  fenfible  of  the  loaded,  nei¬ 
ther  was  he  capable  of  uttering  the 
lead  found.  Within  a  fortnight 
he  could  hear  a  perfon  fpeaking 
moderately  loud  $ear  his  ear,  and 
could  anfwer  very  intelligibly  in 
a  whifper,  and  before  be  had  been 
a  month  in  the  infirmary  he  could 
[W]  2  hear 
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hear  perfectly,  and  Ill's  fpeech  was 
reftored  to  him  — The  tneans  Dr. 
Houlfton  employed  for  his  relief 
were  chiefly  bleeding,  the  dry 
vomit,  warm  bath,  aether  and  e- 
le&ricity. 

On  Saturday  night  Mr. 
IOl1,  Cricket,  marfhal  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  arrived 
in  town  with  Ryan  and  feveral 
other  prifoners.  Ryan  wasputun- 
der  an  arreft,  and  fiept  that  night 
at  a  houfe  in  Dodders  Commons. 

Yefterday  Ryan  and  his  mate 
were  examined  before  the  worfhip- 
ful  William  Wynne,  Doddor  of 
Laws,  and  King’s  advocate,  at  the 
Horn  Tavern,  in  Doddors  Com¬ 
mons,  and  fully  committed  to 
New  Prifon,  Clerkenwell. 

The  only  queftions  afked  of  Ry¬ 
an  were  the  following,  viz.  Whe¬ 
ther  his  name  was  Ryan  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  the  names  Luke  Ryan,  flgned 
to  the  bond  for  his  Engiifh  Letter 
of  Marque,  which  was  produced 
to  him,  were  of  his  hand  writing  ? 
To  both  of  which  he  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  which  was  the 
whole  of  his  examination. 

Both  Ryan  and  his  mate  feemed 
much  affedded  with  their  commit¬ 
ment,  wrung  their  hands  and 
wept,  and  feemed  in  very  great 
agitation.  Ryan  fays,  that  the 
mate,  when  he  engaged  him,  was 
ftarving  in  France,  and  (hipped 
himfelf  with  him  as  an  American, 
and  he  infills  that  America  is  the 
place  of  his  birth. 

The  young  Dauphin  of 
France  wasbaptifed  by  the 
name  of  Louis  Jofcph  Xavier 
Francois.  The  fponforswere  the 
Emperor  and  the  Princefs  of  Pied¬ 
mont,  reprefented  by  the  Count 
de  Provence,  and  Madame  Eli¬ 
zabeth. 


Hamburgy  Oft*  25.  The  whole 
of  the  town  of  Rafladt,  in  the 
Archbifhoprick  of  Saltzbourg,  on 
the  borders  ofAuftria,  two  build¬ 
ings  only  excepted,  was  reduced 
to  afhes  on  the  15th  of  September 
by  lightning  :  the  two  buildings 
that  efcaped  were  the  convent  of 
the  capachin  friars,  and  the  corn- 
magazine,  which  had  been  raifed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

This  day  a  very  numerous  ^ 
and  refpeddabie  meeting  of  ^ 
freeholders,  convened  by  the  high 
flierifffor  takinginto  confideration 
the  low  price  of  wool,  was  held 
at  the  caftle  at  Lincoln.  It  being 
proved  that  wool  was  fallen  in 
price 50  per  cent,  within  thefe  five 
years.  A  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  enquire  into  feveral  different 
plans  foraredrefs  fuggefted  by  the 
county  at  large  ;  and  to  co-oper 
rate  with  fuch  other  counties  as 
may  be  in  a  fimilar  fituation. 

Died,  Ifaac  Martin  P^ebow, 
Efq;  colonel  of  the  eaffern  batta¬ 
lion  of  Effex  militia,  and  recorder 
of  Colchefter,  which  borough  he 
had  reprefented  iu  five  parliaments. 


NOVEMBER. 

A  petition  of  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  nature  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
by  Mr.  Schreiber,  Hating,  that 
his  fon,  an  infant  of  17  years  of 
age  and  a  ward  of  that  court,  had 

O  / 

been  decoyed  away  from  his  tu- 
tor’s,  a  clergyman  of  character, 
and  influenced  to  marry  Mrs. 
G  reene,  a  widow,  and  therefore 
praying  judgment  againft  the 
faid  Mrs.  Green,  her  mother,  and  all 
concerned  in  that  tranfa<dion,  for  a 
contempt  of  court ;  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor, 
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cellor,  after  hearing  the  affidavits 
read,  enlarged  upon  the  infamy  of 
trepanning  infants,  and  lamented, 
that  the  court  could  inflict  no  fe- 
verer  punilhment  for  oflences  fo 
atrocious  than  imprifonment  ;  and 
concluded  with  ordering  the  of¬ 
fenders  to  attend  the  court  on  the 
next  day  for  hearing  petitions. 
With  regard  to  the  infant,  the  lord 
chancellor  ordered  him  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  his  father  ;  but  he  was 
no  fooner  out  of  court,  than  he 
conducted  his  lady  to  an  elegant 
carriage  that  flood  waiting  for  tier, 
and  behaved  with  the  gaiety  and 
gallantry  of  a  full  grown  gentle¬ 
man. 

.  The  recorder  has  directed 

5  that  28,2  r  9I.  be  raifed  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  tore- 
pair  the  damage  in  the  late  riots  ; 
to  be  paid  by  the  conflables,  who 
are  to  colled  the  fame,  into  the 
chamber  of  London  immediately 
as  the  fame  is  raifed,  to  prevent 
embezzlement,  whereby  the  inha¬ 
bitants  would  be  further  furrer- 
ers. 

,  The  cotton-mills  at 
lot  .  j-jock|ey,  near  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  took  fire,  and  in 
lefs  than  two  hours  that  fpacious 
building  was  reduced  to  a  (hell. 

,  On  Tuefday  laft,  being 
I2t  U  the  firft  day  of  this  prefent 
Michaelmas  term,  a  very  uu- 
ufual  ceremony,  at  lea  ft  at  this 
time,  was  performed  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  at  YVeftminiier, 
'being  that  of  fwearing  in  the  four 
knights  to  return  the  writ  of  right, 
wherein  John  Earl  of  Leicefler  was 
defendant  (who  claims  Penfhurft- 
place  park  and  premifles,  as  the 
only  fon  and  he:r  male  of  Joceline 
Sidney,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
the  late  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Lei- 
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cefter,  both  deceafed)  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Perry,  widow,  tenant,  (who 
claims  the  fame  premifles  as  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Sid¬ 
ney,  deceafed,  and  as  the  niece  of 
the  faid  Earl  Joceline.)  The  four 
knights  came  into  court  girt  with 
fwords,  and  were  then  fwore  law¬ 
fully  and  truly  to  chufe  12  other 
knights,  Gladiis  cinttis ,  to  declare 
the  truth  between  the  parties, 
which  16  knights  form  the  grand 
aflize. 

An  official  account  was  ^ 
received  from  the  commif-  ^ 
fioner  of  his  majefty’s  navy  at 
Hallifax,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Magecienne  French  frigate  of  32 
guns  and  280  men,  by  the  Chat¬ 
ham  man  of  war  of  50  guns.  The 
frigate  engaged  the  man  of  war 
half  an  hour,  had  32  men  killed 
and  54  wounded.  The  Chatham, 
Capt.  Douglas,  had  only  2  men 
killed,  and  4  wounded. 

Wm.  Townfhend,  late  ^ 
Lieutenant  of  the  R.over  7 
privateer  of  Briftol,  was  executed 
at  Execution  Dock,  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Capt.  Giralmo  SilveftH 
ni,  of  the  Vi&oria,  a  Venetian 
(hip,  by  ordering  a  gun  to  be  fired 
into  the  veflel,  which  killed  the 
captain.  He  acknowledged  the 
gun  to  be  fired  by  his  order,  but 
without  the'  leaft  intention  to  kill 
any  body.  He  behaved  with  great 
penitence. 

Three  hundred  and  forty j 
flat-bottomed  boats,  of  va 
rious  fizes,  were  deftroyed  in  the 
Boat  houfe  at  St.  Maloes  by  fire, 
fuppofed  to  be  wilfully  done. 

A  new  and  veryftrong  fortifica¬ 
tion  is  cre61ed  in  Stokes-bay , 
near  Portfmouth,  where  our  mer¬ 
chant  {hips  11  fu ally  ride.  The 
Gilcicker,  which  was  a  fea-mark 

C  V]  3  for- 
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30th'. 


or  burrough 


for  pilots,  is  taken  down,  and 
another  erection  is  fet  up  at  fome 
diftance  to  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
'The  buoys  between  that  place 
and|Spithead  are  alfo  removed. 

,,  The  Great  Duke  and 
2  1  **  Duchefs  of  Ruffia  arrived 
at  Vienna  in  perfect  health,  ac  - 
companied  by  his  imperial  majefty 
in  the  fame  carriage,  who  had 
gone  to  meet  them  on  the  road. 

Wednefday  morning  John 
2  Wilkes,  Ei’q;  as  Chamber- 
lain  of  London,  waited  on  Sir 
George  Brydges  Rodney,  at  his 
ho  life  in  Albe  marl  e-ft  reel,  with 
the  honorary  freedom  of  the  city 
m  a  gold  box. 

Upon  opening  lately  a 
fmall  part  of  a  tumulus, 
near  the  Roman 
Fofs-road  in  the  parilh  of  Hamp- 
het,  G1  once  her  (hi  re,  it  was  dif- 
covered  to  be  full  of  graves  of  a 

O 

iiugular  conitrudion.  They  were 
made  of  rude  maffv  hones  collected 

J 

together,  fome  of  them  about  fix 
ieet  long,  three  feet  broad,  and  a 
foot  and  a  half  thick. ;  thefe  were 
put  in,  or  on  the  ground,  tide¬ 
ways,  in  rows,  and  the  bodies  de¬ 
posited  north  and  fouth  in  the  di- 
v ikons  or  compartments.  The 
whole  was  covered  over  with  1’effer 
hones  and  earth,  which  made  the 
tumulus  ;  though  feverai  of  the 
larger  hones  appear  now  above 
the  furface.  Each  compartment 
contained  a  body.  The  bones  in  ue- 
neral  were  in  a  very  decayed  and 
mouldering  hate,  but  fome  of  the 
jaws  were  perfect  and  had  teeth 
in  them  of  a  fine  w 
is  abc 


1781. 

Came  on  before  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh  a  trial 
or  great  confequence  to  the  mer¬ 
cantile  people  of  Scotland,  where* 
in  Me  If.  Falls  of  Dunbar  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  hon.  commif- 
fioners  of  his  majefty’s  c u!ioms 
for  Scotland  defendants,  by  de¬ 
claration  of  trefpafs  on  the  cafe, 
for  the  defendants  refufing  to  iffue 
orders  on  the  receiver-general,  for 
payment  of  certain  bounties  claim¬ 
ed  by  the  plaintiffs,  for  buffes  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  in  the  white  her¬ 
ring  fifhery  ;  when,  after  a  trial' 
of  thirteen  hours,  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  a  few  minutes,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdihl  againfc  the  de- 
fendants,  for  damage  equal  to  the 
bounties  and  intereft,  and  full 
coifs  of  fait, 

Died,  in  Rartholomew-lane, 
aged  83,  the  youngeft  and  laft  of 
tiventy-one  children,  Mr.  Mungo 
Murray,  brother  of  the  late  Wm. 
Murray,  Efq;  of  Polmaife. 

Of  the  {tone  in  his  kidnevs,  at 
the  feat  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  in 
Northarnptonfnire,  the  Rev.  Tho. 
Crofts,  M.  A.  F.  R.  and  A.  SS. 
Chancellor  of  Peterborough,  and 
Reftor  of  Donyat,  co.  Somerfet, 
dillinguifhed  for  his  general  at¬ 
tainments,  as  well  in  antient  eru¬ 
dition,  as  in  the  refinements  of 
modern  information,  gleaned  in  a 
long  courfe,  not  of  reading  only 
but  of  the  molt  intelligent  travels. 
He  was  alfo  diidingiiifhed  for  a 


rnulus  is  apout  twenty  yards  long, 
and  ten  broad.  If* the  bodies  de- 
poiited  are  Roman,  they  mult  have 
lam  in  the  ground  fifteen  or  f:x- 
t'een  hundred  years. 


molt  rare  and  critical  knowledge 
of  books.  His  many  friends  will 
bear  ample  teftimony  to  the  for- 
hit  e.  Thetu-  mer,  in  their  regret  for  the  lofs 

of  his  converfation  ;  of  the  latter 
he  has  left  a  convincing  proof  in 


one  of  the  molt  chofen  of  private 
libraries. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Warren, 

Wool- 
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Woolwich,  aged  77,  Lieut  gen. 
Geo.  Williamfon,  coi.  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  royal  regt.  of  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  he  was  near  60  years  an 
officer,  and  was  buried  on  the 
1 6th  at  Woolwich  with  military 
honours. 

Fra.  Simpfon,  -LL.D.  advocate 
in  the  Court  of  Arches,  official  to 
the  Archdeacons  of  London,  Can¬ 
terbury,  Middlefex,  and  Rochef- 
ter,  Chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of 
Lincoln,  and  Fellow  of  Trinity - 
Hall,  Cambridge.  Fie  was  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  late  Sir  Edw.  Simp¬ 
fon,  Dean  of  the  Arches,  and  was 
editor  of  Bifhop  Elly  s  Tradts  on 
Spiritual  Liberty. 


D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R. 

^  Came  on  in  the  Court  of 
11  '  Common  Pleas,  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  before  lord  Loughborough, 
an  action  brought  again  ft  the  com¬ 
mander  of  a  cutter,  for  detaining 
a  veffel  and  its  contents,  confiding 
of  rum  and  tea,  to  the  amount  of 
3000I.  as  fmuggled  goods.  The 
Judge  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  goods  being  run,  but  as  they 
were  feized  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  excife  laws  at  fea,  a  verdidt 
mu  ft  follow,  and  the  jury  gave 
3000I. 

,  A  common-hall  was  held 

11  ’  at  Guildhall,  purfuant  to  a 
requifttion  of  feveral  of  the  livery 
to  the  lord  mayor,  when  the  com¬ 
mon  cryer  having  mentioned  the 
caufe  of  their  being  fummoned, 
Mr.  Hurford  came  forward  and 
moved,  that  an  addrefs,  petition, 
and  remonftrance,  be  prelented  to 
his  majefty  by  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
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dermcn,  &c.  on  the  prefent  alarm 
ing  date  of  affairs,  which  ben 
agreed  to,  the  following  addrew 
was  read  by  Mr.  Bifhop,  and  11  u 
animoufly  approved  of,  and  the 
flier iffs  ordered  to  go  up  to  know 
when  his  majefty  will  be  pieafed  to 
receive  the  lame*. 

Admiralty -Office ,  Dec.  7. 

Capt.  Macbride  of  the  Artois 

writes,  that  on  the  3d  inft.  he  had 

made  prize  of  the  Hercules  and 

Mars  privateers,  belonging  to 

Amfterdam,  both  new  (hips  car 

rying  24.  nine  pounders  and  ten 

cohorts  each,  fad  failers,  and  com 

manded  by  two  Kogenboome.  4 

father  and  fon,  inhabitants  >■-. 

Fluffing.  The  father  was  wen 

known  lad  war  by  the  nicknam 

of  Hardapple,  and  did  much  mi' 

chief  to  our  {hipping  and  trade 

The  Hercules  had  164  men,  of 

whom  13  were  killed,  and  ?;■ 

wounded.  The  Mars  had  16,' 

» 

men,  of  whom  nine  were  killed, 
and  15"  wounded.  The  Artois 
had  only  one  man  killed,  and  fix 
wounded. 

The  feftions  ended  at  the  ( , 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fol-  1 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentencc 
of  death,  viz,  Charles  Peat,  for 
affaulting  Prichard  Downes,  Efcg 
on  the  highway  on  Finchley  Com 
mon,  and  robbing  him  of  23s.  i , ; 
different  coins;  Hannah  Brown, 
for  ftealing  a  large  quantity  of 
wearing  apparel,  linen,  laces,  and 
other  things,  in  the  dwelling 
houfe  of  Mifs  Catharine  Thiftle 
thwayte,  in  South- Audley-ftreet. 
where  file  was  fervant  ;  and  Geo. 
Townfend,  for  Healing  a  mare., 
the  property  of  Mr.  Hedge,  a 
Watchmaker  at  Colehefter,  in  Ef 


*  For  a  Copy  of  the  addrefsj  fee  ihe  State-Papers. 
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iex.  Benjamin  Honey  was  con¬ 
victed  of  felonioufly  killing  and 
flaying  Richard  Hobbs.  They 
were  both  bargemen,  had  quar¬ 
relled  on  board,  and  agreed  to 
decide  the  matter  on  Ihore,  in 
which  the  deceafed,  by  a  fall,  re¬ 
ceived  a  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
or  which  he  died  the  fame  day. 

A  man  for  publishing  a  certain 
inflammatory  hand-bill,  intitled, 

England  in  blood,”  and  re¬ 
commending  a  certain  paper,  then 
fhortly  intended  to  be  publifhed, 
caked,  “The  Thunderer,”  and 
tending  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
his  majefty’s  fubje&s  again  ft  the 
peace  and  good  government  of  the 
kingdom;  and  which  bills  were,  to 
•a  great  amount,  diftributed  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  6th  of  June, 
i  780,  at  the  time  the  rioters  were 
proceeding  to  deftroy  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  and,  perhaps,  if  not 
providentially  Hopped,  the  whole 
metropolis  ;  was  fined  five  (hil¬ 
lings,  and  fentenced  to  be  irnpri- 
foned  one  vear  in  Newuate. 

e  J  O 

Being  the  anniverfary  of  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
a  general  affembly  of  the  academi¬ 
cians  was  held  at  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy,  Somerfet-place,  when  F.  j. 
I)e  JLoutherhourg  was  admitted 
an  academician,  and  received  his 
diploma  figned  by  his  majefty  ; 
three  filver  medals  were  given,  one 
to  Mr.  Peter  Holland,  for  the 
bed  drawing  of  an  academy  figure; 
one  to  Mr.  Charles  Roffi,  for  the 
bed  model  of  an  academy  figure  ; 
one  to  Mr.  Geo.  Hatfield,  for  the 
belt  drawing  of  architecture,  be¬ 
ing  the  front  and  fpire  of  St. 
Giles’s  in  the  fields,  done  from 
yi  u  a  I  m  e  a  fu  re  meat. 

The  aflembly  then  proceeded  to 
Gefit  the  officers  for  the  year  en- 


fuing,  when  Sir  Jofhtra  Reynold! 
w^as  re-elected  prcfident. 

Council. 

Geo.  Barret,  Nat.  Hone,  G.M. 
Mofer,Tho.  Sandby,  Edw.  Burch. 
Charles  Catton,  P.  J.  De  Louth- 
erbourg,  Jof.  Nollekens,  Efqrs., 

Vifitors. 

Charles  Catton,  Nath.  Dance, 
Benj.  Weft,  John  Zoffani i,  James 
Barry,  J.  B.  Cipriani,  P.  J.  De 
Loutherbourg,  Jer.  Meyer,  Efqrs. 
Rev.  Mr.  William  Peters. 

Yefterday  there  was  a  mi-  , 

•  r*  IO  1  J  t  Pi  • 

mero us  meeting  or  electors, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  at  Weftminfter-hall,  to  con* 
fider  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
thought  advifeable  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  the  kingdom.  The 
committee  having  taken  their  pla¬ 
ces  on  the  fteps  leading  up  to  the 
Court  of  Common-pleas,  Mr.  Fox 
opened  the  hufinefs  in  a  long 
fpeech,  the  purpofe  of  which  was 
to  draw  a  comparifon  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  public  affairs  during 
the  adminiftration  of  lord  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  fame  prefent  perfons  in 
office  ;  this  he  did  in  a  variety  of 
inflances,  proving,  as  he  faid,  that 
the  former  had  raffed  us  to  the 
higheft  pinnacle  of  reputation 
and  glory,  as  a  magnanimous, 
free,,  and  independent  people, 
while  the  latter  had  reduced  us  to 
diftrefs.  After  fome  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  had  delivered  their  opini¬ 
ons,  an  humble  petition  and  re- 
mo  nit  ranee,  in  fubftance  the  fame 
as  that  agreed  on  at  Guildhall, 
London,  was  produced,  which 
being  read,  was  received  with 
burlts  of  general  applaufe,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  prefent  it 
to  his  majefty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Southwark  it  was  alfo  refolved, 

that. 
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that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
that  of  the  city  of  London,  by  a 
committee. 

,  A  few  evenings  ago, 
^  lm  when  the  family  of  Mr. 
Pickett,  goldfmith,  of  Ludgate- 
hill,  who  refides  in  Harpur-ftreet, 
near  Red  lion-fquare,  were  retir¬ 
ing  to  reft,  his  eldeft  daughter, 
as  (he  flood  by  the  fire  fide,  was 
employed  in  fome  little  acl  of  du¬ 
tiful  attention  to  her  father,  when 
the  fire  unperceived  caught  hold 
of  her  clothes,  and  in  an  inftant 
her  whole  drefs  was  in  a  blaze. 
The  father  was  ftruck  motionlefs 
on  the  occafion,  but  recovering  a 
little,  burnt  his  hand  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  extinguifh  the  flames  ;  and 
the  young  lady  finding  no  relief, 
ran  from  room  to  room  to  feek  it, 
but  in  vain.  In  her  progrefs  fhe 
fet  fire  to  the  bed,  which  was  with 
difticuity  extinguifhed,  and  where 
fhe  fell  the  floor  was  actually  on 
fire.  No  relief  could  be  given 
her  till  her  clothes  were  totally 
burnt  oft  her  back,  when  her  whole 
body  was  left  as  if  it  had  been 
broiled,  or  rather  burnt  on  a  grid¬ 
iron.  Medical  afliftance  was  foon 
procured,  but  it  was  impoflible  for 
human  art  to  afford  the  leaft  relief; 
and  in  this  dreadful  ftate  fhe  lay 
till  the  next  evening,  and  then 
expired. 

This  day,  purfuant  to 
y  *  advertifement  from  the  fhe- 
riffs,  there  was  a  general  meeting 
or  the  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  at  the  Mermaid,  at 
Hackney,  when  it  was  unani- 
moufly  rcfolved  that  a  fimilar  pe¬ 
tition  to  that  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  fhould  be  prefented  to  the 
king  by  their  two  reprefentatives 
in  parliament. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Weft-  ~ 
India  merchants,  Mr.  Bailey  21  * 
in  the  chair,  it  was  unanimoufly 
refolved,  that  an  humble  addrefs 
and  petition  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  reprefenting  the  danger¬ 
ous  ftate  of  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
and  imploring  immediate  relief. 
Several  other  refolutions  were  alfo 
entered  into  unanimoufly,  there 
being  no  oppofition. 

At  the  above  meeting  it  was  de¬ 
clared,  by  a  formal  refolution,  that 
what  Mr.  B.  Gafcoyne  had  laid  in 
the  houfe  of  their  not  being  under 
any  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety 
of  the  Weft- Indies,  was  delufive, 
falfe,  and  groundlefs. 

Same  day  a  meeting  of  the  free¬ 
holders  of  Surry  was  held  at  the 
Spread-Eagle,  Epfom,  Sir  Francis 
Vincent  in  the  chair,  when  Mr. 
Budgen  moved  for  a  petition  and 
remonftrance  to  the  fovereign  ; 
the  motion  was  fupported  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Iveppel,  Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey,  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  and 
others,  and  carried. 

Died,  in  Stafford -row,  Weftm. 
aged  72,  Mrs.  Madan,  daughter 
of  Spencer  Cowper,  Efq;  former¬ 
ly  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Court 
of  Common-pleas,  and  relicft  of 
Col.  Martin  Madan,  who  died  at 
Bath  in  1756.  This  lady  very  early 
diftinguifhed  herfelf  by  her  poe¬ 
tical  talents,  as  appears  by  her 
“  Verfes  to  the  Memory  of  Mr. 
Hughes,”  1720,  printed  with  his 
poems  ;  and  “  The  Progrefs  of  Po¬ 
etry,”  in  the  Flower  Piece,  1731* 
She  has  left  two  fons,  the  Rev. 
Martin  Madan,  author  of  Thelyph- 
thora ,  &c.  and  Spencer  Madan,  D. 
D.  Prebendary  of  Peterborough, 
tier  eldeft  daughter  was  married 
to  Wm.  Cowper,  Efq;  of  Hart- 
ingfordbury  (her  firft  coufin)  and 

her 
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her  youngeft  to  toe  Hon.  Colonel 
(now  Lieut.  Gen,)  Maitland. 

At  Halifax,  aged  102,  Mr. 
Robert  Butterfield,  who,  from  40 
years  mduitry  as  a  wool-fiapler, 
acquired  40,000!. 

At  Romfey,  Hants,  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  of  that  town,  aged  91  ;  it  is 
remarkable  that  he  died  on  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth. 

At  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  D’ Al¬ 
meida,  at  North  end,  Hampftead, 
(to  whofe  family  fhe  had  been 
fervant  near  forefcore  years)  Mrs. 
Filer  Foa,  aged  110  ;  die  retain¬ 
ed  all  her  fenfes  till  within  three 
days  of  her  death. 


A  General  Bill  o  f  All  the  Chriflen - 
ings  and  Burials,  from  Dec.  10, 
1780,  to  Dec .  11,  1781. 
Chriftened.  Buried. 

Males  8774  Males  10499 

Females  8252  Females  10210 


In  all  17026  20709 

Increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
192. 


Died  under  two  y 
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Sheriffs  appointed  by  his  Majefty  in 
Council,  for  the  year  1781. 

Berkdiiue,  Ed.  Lovenden,  of 
Bufcot,  Efq. 

Bedforddiire,  John  Hervey,  of 
Northill,  Efq. 

Bucks,  Jofeph  Bullock,  of  Ca¬ 
vers  fie  Id,  Efq. 

Cumberland,  Thos.  Story,  of 
Mirehoufe,  Efq. 

Chemire,  W.  Davenport,  of 
Bramhall,  Efq. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon - 
diire,  JohnJohnfon,  of  Levering  - 
ton,  Efq. 

Cornwall,  Sir  J.  St.  Aubin,  of 
Clowance,  Bart. 

Devon  (hire,  Jn.  Burndge  ChoN 
wich,  of  Farringdon,  Efq. 

Dorfetfhire,  Lewis  Dymock  ! 
Grofvenor  Tregonnell,  of  Dor- 
chefter,  Efq. 

Derbvdiire,  Samuel  Frith,  of 
Bank-hall,  Efq. 

Effex,  Rich.  Wyatt,  of  Horn¬ 
church,  Efq. 

Gloucefterdiire,  John  Morris, 
of  Shephoufe,  Efq. 

Flertforddiire,  Thomas  Clutter- 
buck,  jun.  of  Waterford,  Efq. 

Herefordfhire,  E.  Pattediall,  of 
Allenfmoor,  Efq. 

Kent,  John  Cator,  of  Becken¬ 
ham,  Efq. 

Leicefterfhire,  Edm.  Cradock 
Hartopp,  of  Newbold,  Efq. 

Lincolnfhire,  Edw.  Nelthorpc, 
of  Seawby,  Efq. 

Monmouthfhire,  Wm.  Jones,  of 
Nafn,  Efq. 

Northumberland,  Cha.  Brand’ 
ling,  of  Gosforth-houfe,  Efq. 

Northamptonfhire,  N.  Raynf- 
ford,  of  Brixworth,  Efq. 

Norfolk,  Rt.  Lee,  Doughty, 
of  Hanworth,  Ela. 


Notting- 
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No  1 1  i  n  gh  a  m  Pa  i  r  e ,  L .  R  oil  e  n  ft  o  n , 
of  Watnall,  Efq; 

Oxford,  Rd.  Paul  Jodrell,  of 
Lewknor,  Efq; 

Rutlandfhire,  Thu.  Sanders,  of 
Mercott,  Efq; 

Shropfhire,  Edward  Charles, 
Windforof  Harnage  Grange,  Efq; 

Somerfetfbire,  John  Ford,  of 
Hadfpen,  Efq; 

Stafford  (hire,  Ph.  Keay,  of  Ab¬ 
bots  Bromley,  Efq; 

Suffolk,  Charles  Kent,  of  Farn- 
ham  St.  Genoveve,  Efq; 

Southampton,  Benjamin  Smith, 
of  Lys,  Efq; 

Surry,  William  Northey,  of 
Epfom,  Efq; 

Suffex,  Win.  Peachy,  of  Kid- 
ford,  Efq; 

Warwick  (hire,  John  Webb,  of 
Sherborne,  Efq; 

Worcellerfhire,  John  Darke,  of 
Bred  on,  Efq; 

W  iltfhire,  W.  Hayter,  of  New¬ 
ton  Toney,  Efq; 

Yorkfhire,  Humphrey  Ofbal- 
defton,  of  Hunmanby,  Efq; 

South  Wales. 

Brecon,  Lewis  Williams,  of 
Pentwyn,  Efq; 

Caermavthen,Sir  W.  Mafell,  of 
Ifcoed,  Bart. 

Cardigan,  David  Lloyd,  of  AL 
tyroden,  Efq; 

Glamorgan,  C.  Bowen,  of  Mer- 
thyrmawr,  Efq; 

Pembroke,  H.  Scourfield,  of 
Robefton  hall,  Efq; 

Radnor,  Jonathan  Bowen,  of 
Knighton,  Efq; 

North  Wales. 

Anglefey,  Jonathan  Bobyckan 
Sparrow  of  Redhill,  Efq; 

Carnarvon,  Edw.  Carreg,  of 
Carreg,  Efq; 

Denbigh,  the  Hon.  Tho.  Fitz- 
maurice,  of  Leweny,  Efq; 
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Flint,  Henry  Thrale,  of  Ba- 
chegrig,  Efq; 

Merioneth,  Edward  Lloyd,  of 
Meafmore,  Efq; 

Montgomery!!!.  Hugh  Mears, 
of  Finnant,  Efq; 

The  following  is  an  exatt  Account  of 
the  Woollen  Cloth  made  in  the 
Wejl  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  from 
March  I  7  Bo,  to  March  1781, 
with  the  amofiut  of  the  Increafe 
from  the  twelve  Months  preceding 
that  Period . 

Broad  cloth.  102,018  pieces 
containing  3.099, 1 27  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  7593  pieces  con¬ 
taining  399,496  yards. 

Narrow  cloth.  98,721  piece* 
containing  2.67 1 ,397  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  1 1,41 2  pieces, 
containing  100.073  yards. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1781. 

Jan.  14.  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Thorold, 
a  fon. 

31.  Lady  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Earl  of  Traquair,  a  fon. 

Feb.  8.  Her  Highnefs  the  Duchefs 
of  Courland,  a  princefs, 
of  Mittau. 

26..  Lady  of  Lord  Carlow  of 
theKi  ngdomof  Ireland, 
a  fon. 

One  of  the  Sultanas  of 
the  Grand  Signior,  a 
princefs,  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

March  6.  Lady  of  Sir  Andrew 
Hammond,  a  daughter. 

15.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  a  fon. 

April  9.  Lady  Abingdon,  a  foil 
and  heir. 

The  Confort  of  the  Arch- 

Duke 
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Duke  Ferdinand,  ui  a 
fon,  at  Milan. 

13.  Lady  Hope,  a  Ton,  at 
Pinky-houfe,  Scotland. 

May  5.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  daughter,  in 
Park-ftr.  Weftminfter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Edward  Aftley, 
a  fon. 

July  12.  Lady  Cadogan,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Aug.  4.  Lady  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Sir  Richard  WorfeIey,Bt. 
a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  of  the  Earl  of  Rad¬ 
nor,  a  fon,  in  Grafton- 
llreet. 

Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Tancred,  of  a  fecond 
fon,  at  Sir  Thomas’s 
feat,  at  Lyndhurft,  New 
Fore  ft,  Hampfhire. 

Sept.  10.  Lady  of  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Bagot,  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  of  Hon.  John  Byng, 
a  fon. 

Off.  JO.  Lady  ofLordVifc.  Wey¬ 
mouth,  a  daughter. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Paget, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  Bart.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Peftiall, 
Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 


MARRIAGES,  1781. 

Dec.  2,  1780.  Sir  John  Wedder- 
burn,  of  Ballindean,  Bt. 
to  Mifs  Dundas,  daugh 
of  the  late  Col.  Dundas, 
of  Dundas. 

Jan.  5,  1781.  The  Earl  of  Lanef- 
borough,  to  Mifs  La- 
touche. 

In  Ireland,  Duke  Giftard, 
Efq;  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
Duke  G.  Bart,  of  Caftle- 
Jordan,  co.  Meath,  to 
Mifs  Maddock. 

25.  Sir  James  Hereford,  of 
Safton-court,  co.  Herf. 
to  Mrs.  Fra.  Hopton, 
of  Worcefter. 

3  i.  At  Lambeth  chapel,  Geo. 
Warde,  Efq;  nephew  of 
Gen.  Warde,  and  capt. 
in  Ld.  Amherft’s  troop  of 
horfe-g;renadier  guards, 
to  Mifs  Madan,  daugh. 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  and 
niece  of  Earl  Cornwal-  . 
lis. 

Feb.  5.  Nicolls  Raynsford,  Efq; 

of  Brixworth,  Nor- 
thamptonfhire,  to  Mifs 
Souter,  of  Beaconsfield. 

Rich.  Wilfon,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Eliz.  Fountayne, daugh. 
of  the  Dean  of  York. 


Nov.  14.  Lady  of  George  Gipps,  March  6.  By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Efq;  M.  P.  a  daughter.  Hon.  Lord  Althorp,  fon 

26.  Countefs  of  Plarrington, 
a  fon. 

Dec.  8.  Countefs  of  Shelburne, 


a  daughter. 

jo.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

2i.  The  Lady  of  Major  Ken¬ 
nedy,  a  fon, 

25.  Countefs  Percy,  a  daugh. 
Her  Grace  the  Dutchefs 
of  Rutland,  a  fon. 


of  Earl  Spencer,  to  Mifs 
Bingham,  daughter  of 
Lord  Lucan. 

Sir  Tho.  Jones,  Knt.  to 
Mifs  Fitzgerald,  daugh. 
of  Lady  Fitzgerald. 

10.  Lord  Mahon,  to  Mifs 
Grenville,  daugh.  to  the 
late  Right.  Hon.  Geo. 
Grenville,  and  fifter  to 
the  prefent  E.  Temple, 


27.  At 
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27.  At  Canterbury,  the  Rev. 
Rich.  Sandy’s,  Vicar  of 
Reculver,  to  the  Right 
Hon. Lady  Fran.  Alicia 
Allong,  reli£t  of  Wm. 

A  (long, Efq;  and  young, 
filter  to  the  Earl  of  Tan- 
kerville. 

April  2.  Mr.  Andr.  Drummond, 
to  Lady  Mary  Percival, 
eldefl  daughter  of  Lady 
Egmont. 

10.  Capt.  Rodney,  of  the  3d 
reg.  of  guards,  fon  of 
Sir  Geo.  Brydges  Rod¬ 
ney,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Har¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Tho.  Harley. 

29.  jol  in  Henderfon,  Efq;  fon 
of  SirRobt.  Henderfon, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Robertfon, 
daugh.  of  Gen.  Robert¬ 
fon,  Governor  of  New- 
York. 

May  2.  James  Falls,  Efq;  of  Of- 
tend,  to  Mifs  C.  Her- 
ries,  lifter  of  Sir  Robt. 
He  rries,  of  London. 

20.  John  Edward  Maddocks, 

Efq;  to  Mifs  Frances 
Perryn,  youngeft  dau. 
of  Mr.  Baron  Perryn. 

21.  Right  Hon.  Ld.  Audley, 

to  Mifs  Delaval. 

25.  Mr.  Croft,  fon  of  Rich. 
Croft,  Efq;  Pall  Mall, 
to  Mifs  Smythfon,  dau. 
of  Sir  J.  Smythfon,  Bt. 

June  2.  Rev.  Henry  Jenkin,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  UfFord,  co.  Nor¬ 
thampton,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Aug.  Evelyn. 

IO.  Tho.  Bond,  Efq;  of  Wim¬ 
bledon, to  MifsBewicke, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert. 

23.  Arthur  Knox,  Efq;  to 
Lady  Mary  Brabazon, 
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eldeft  dau.  of  the  Earl 
of  Meath. 

30.  John  Vaughan,  Efq;  M.  P. 
for  co.  Caermarthen,  to 
Mils  Maude,  daugh.  of 
Sir  C.  Maude,  Bart. 

July  3.  At  Moreton,  co.  Doriet, 
Evelyn  Shirley,  of  Clift, 
Efq;  fon  of  the  Hon, 
George  Shirley,  of  Ea- 
tington,  Warwickfhire, 
to  Mifs  Phyllis  Byam 
"Wollafton,  dau.  of  the 
late  Charlton  Wollaf¬ 
ton,  M.  D. 

17.  Robert  Auriol  Drummond, 
Efq;  fon  of  jhe  late 
Abp.  of  York,  to  Mifs 
Harley,  daughter  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Tho.  Harley. 

19.  At  Exeter,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  Sir  Geo.  Collier, 
Knt.  late  capt.  of  the 
Canada,  to  Mifs  Fryer, 
dau.  of  W.  Fryer,  Efq; 

27.  The  Hon.  Horatia  Wal¬ 
pole,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Chur¬ 
chill,  daughter  of  C. 
Churchill,  Efq; 

Lately ,  at  Gretna-  Green,  the  Hon. 

Capt.  Shirley,  fon  ofLd. 

“  Ferrars,  to  Mifs  Ward, 
niece  to  Vifc.  Dudley. 

Edw.  Wheeler,  Efq;  one 
of  the  Supreme  Council 
.  of  Bengal,  to  Mifs  Dun- 
ford,  daughter  of  Geo. 
Dunford,  Efq; 

Aug.  14.  At  Chefter,  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  Bt.  to  Mifs 
Alice  Parker. 

21.  At  Norwich,  Wm.  Drake, 
jun.  Efq;  member  for 
Ammerfham,  Bucks,  to 
Mifs  Rachel  Ives  of  that 
city. 

27.  At  Eengrove,  Suflex,  the 

Hon. 
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Hon.  George  Napier,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Sarah  Lenox. 

Sept.  T.  At  Staunton,  Harold,  the 
Hon.  Wafhington  Shir¬ 
ley,  to  Mifs  Ward,  niece 
to  the  late  Lord  Vifc. 
Dudley  and  Ward. 

8.  John  Hughes,  Efq;  of  Bet  - 
fhanger,  Kent,  to  Mifs 
Hardy,  niece  to  the  late 
Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Hardy. 

29.PrincefsCarolina,  4th  dau. 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
to  prince  Anthony,  bro 
ther  to  the  EleAor  of 
Saxony. 

At  Cuddefden,  Oxf.  the 

Rev.  Henry  Ford,  of  Nov 
Chrift-Church,  to  Mifs 
M.  L.  Yates,  niece  to 
the  bifhop  of  Oxford. 

Od.  3.  At  Ifleworth  church,  by 
his  uncle,  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Wm.  Neville,  un¬ 
der  a  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Neville, 
eldefl  fon  of  Geo.  Lord 
Abergavenny,  to  Mifs 
Robinfon,  only  daugh. 
of  John  R.  Efq;  of  Sion 
Hill,  co.  Middlefex. 

12.  Sir  Fred.  Reynolds,  Knt. 
of  Hatfield,  Herts,  to 
Mifs  M.  Townfhend,  of 
Hatton-flreet. 

15.  Edw.  Smythe,  Efq;  eldefl 
fon  of  Sir  Edw.  S.  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Holford,  only 
daugh.  of  Peter  H.  Efq; 

18.  Rev.  Cha.  Birch,  of  Chi- 
chefler,  Suffex,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Seymour,  2d  dau. 
of  Hen  S.  Efq;  of  Han¬ 
ford,  co.  Dorfet,  and 
niece  to  Earl  Cowper. 


Sir  Jennifon  Gordon,  of 
Hertford-flreet,  to  Mifs 
Hatton,  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  i'h  ire. 

By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Irby,  brother 
to  Lord  Bofton,  to  Mifs 
MaryBlackman,  young- 
eft  dau.  and  coheirefs  of 
of  Rowland  Blackman, 
Efq;  of  Barbadoes. 

At  Moor  Monkton  church, 
near  York,  Sir  Tho.  T. 
Slingfby,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
M.  Slingfby. 

Lord  Vifc.  Tournour,  fon 
oftheEarl  of Winterton, 
to  Mifs  Chapman,  dau. 
Gf  Rich.  Chapman,  Efq; 

>.  At  Glaffaugh,  Banfffhire, 
Vice-admiral  Duff,  of 
Logie,  to  Mrs.  Morifon, 
of  Haddo,  dau.  of  the 
late  Gen.  Abercromby. 

7.  George  Drummond,  Efq; 
one  of  the  Commif- 
iioners  of  Public  Ac¬ 
counts  to  Mifs  Anne 
Shotter. 

The  Earl  of  Aylesford, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Louifa 
Thynne,  eldefl  daugh. 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Tear  1781,  from  the  London 
Gazette ,  c. 

Dec.  29,  1780.  The  following 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  have 
been  appointedof  Lis  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales*  houfe- 
hold  :  Groom  of  the  Stole — Lord 
Southampton.  Gentlemen  of  the 

bed-* 
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Bed-Chamber — E.  of  Courtown, 
Lord  John  Clinton,  Lord  Vifc. 
Parker.  Treafurerand  Secretary 
— Lieut.  Col.  Hotham.  Maher 
of  the  Robes  and  Privy  Purfe — 
Hen.  Lyte,  Efq.  Grooms  of  the 
Bed-Chamber — Hon.  Mr.  Legge, 
Pion.  Stephen  Digby,  John  John  - 
ion,  Efq.  Firft  Equerry  and  Com- 
mifiioner  of  the  Stables — Lieut.- 
Col.  Leake.  Equerries — Lieut. - 
Colonel  Hulfe,  Lieutenant-Col. 
Sir  John  Dyer,  Bart.  Lieut. -Col. 
Stephens. 

30.  Capt.  Andrew  Corbet  and 
Capt.  Lord  Strathaven  to  be  Aid- 
de-camps  in  Ordinary  to  the  Earl 
of  Carliile  ;  and  Capt.  Sir  Jas. 
Erikine,  .Bart.  Capt.  the  Hon. 
Fra.  North,  Capt.  Arthur  Ormf- 
by,  and  Lieut.  Rich.  O’Brien 
Boyle,  to  be  his  Aid -de-camps  in 
Extraordinary. 

Jan.  9.  1781.  John  Macpher- 
fon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Coun- 
fellors  of  the  Governor-General 
and  Council  of  the  Prefidency  of 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  the 
room  of  Rich.  Barwell,  Efq;  ap¬ 
proved  by  his  majeity. 

1  o.  Adm.  Sir  Hyde  Parker  pro¬ 
moted  from  being  Rear-Adm.  of 
the  Red,  to  be  Vice  Adm.  of  the 
Blue  ;  and  Admiral  Kcmpenfelt, 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

20.  Dr.  Rich. Woodward, Dean 
of  St.  Macartin  Clogher,  to  the 
Bifhoprick  of  Cloyne. 

Rev.  W.  Cecil  Pery,M.  A.  Dean 
of  Derry,  to  the  united  Bifhop- 
ricks  of  Killala  and  Achonry. 

Feb.  17.  George  Lord  Edg- 
cumbe,  advanced  to  the  dignity 
of  a  vifcount,  to  him  and  his  heirs 
male,  by  the  name,  ftyle,  and 
title,  of  Vifcount  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe  and  Valetort. 
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John  Hallam,  D.D.  Dean  of 
Briftol. 

March  3.  RalphHeathcote,Efqr 
appointed  his  majefty’s  Minifte* 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  o 
the  Elector  of  Cologne,  in  the 
room  of  Geo.  Creffener,  Efq;  dec. 

Wm.  Browne,  Efq;  appointed 
to  be  Governor  of  the  Bermuda  or 
Somer’s  Iilands  in  America,  in 
the  room  of  J.  G.  Bruere,  Efq; 
deceafed. 

24.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet 
of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
unto  the  following  gentlemen,  and 
their  heirs  male,  viz.  Sir  Robert 
Barker,  Knt,  of  Bufbridge,  in  the 
county  of  Surry  ;  Jofeph  Banks, 
Efq;  of  Ravefby-Abbey,  in  the 
co.  of  Lincoln  ;  John  Ingilby,  Efq; 
of  Ripley,  in  the  Weft  Riding  of 
the  co.  of  York  ;  Alex.  Craufurd, 
Efq;  of  Kilburney,  in  N.  Britain, 
Valentine  Rich.  Quin,  Efq;  of 
Adair,  co.  of  Limerick,  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  Wm.  Lewis  Andre,  Efq; 
(captain  in  his  majefty  s  26th  reg. 
of  foot)  of  Southampton,  co.  of 
Southampton  ;  Fra.  Sykes,  Efq; 
©f  Baiildon,  co.  of  Berks  ;  John 
Coghill,  Efq;  of  Richings,  co. 
of  Buckingham  ;  and  John  Mofley, 
Efq;  of  Ancoats,  co.  of  Lancafter. 

April  3.  Edward  Emily,  A.M. 
Dean  of  Derry. — Rev.  John  Mac 
Leifh,  the  united  churches  and 
parifhes  of  Ivillarow  and  Kilcho- 
man,  in  the  prefbytery  of  Kintire, 
and  fhire  of  Argyll  and  Bute. — 
Rev.  JohnM‘Conochie,  the  church 
and  parifh  of  Crauford,  in  the 
prefbytery  and  county  of  Lanark. 

7.  Rev.  John  Lynch,  Dodlor  of 
Laws,  a  Canon  or  Prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  on  the  refignation  of 
Dr.  Rich.  Palmer. 

14.  Tho.  Morlev,  Efq;  Capt. 

Gen. 
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Gen.  and  Gov.  in  Chief  of  the 
Leeward  Caribbee  Iflands* 

23.  John  Morris,  Efq;  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  king’s  reverfionary 
grant,  fvvorn  into  the  office  of  one 
of  the  clerks  of  the  Signet,  vice 
Sir  Jofeph  Copley,  deceafed. 

May  4.  Robert  Clements,  Efq; 
Governor  of  the  county  of  Done- 
gal. 

8.  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be  his 
majeily’s  High  Commiffioner  to 
the  General  Affembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland. 

6.  Tho.  Shirley,  Efq;  took  the 
oaths  in  council  as  Capt.  Gen. 
and  Gov.  in  Chief  of  his  majeily’s 
Leeward  Caribbee  Iflands. 

12.  A  conge  d’elire  ordered  by 
the  king  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Winchefler,  for  electing  a  bi¬ 
fhop,  and  a  letter  recommending 
Brownlow,  now  Bifhop  of  Worcef- 
ter  to  be  ele&ed. 

June  9.  A  conge  d  elire  ordered 
by  the  king  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Worceiler,  for  elect¬ 
ing  a  bifnop  ;  and  a  letter  recom¬ 
mending  Richard  now  Bifhop  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry  to  be 
eledted. 

26.  The  king  has  appointed 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Jof.  Mac  Cormack, 
to  be  principal  of  the  United 
College  of  St.  Salvator  and  St. 
Leonard,  in  the  Univerfity  of  St. 
Andrews,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Robt.  Watfon. 

July  3.  Alex.  Crawford,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  his  majefty’s  judi¬ 
ciary  baillie  for  the  Weil  Seas  of 
Scotland. 

6.  Peter  Burrell,  Efq;  knighted. 

21.  A  conge  d’elire  ordered  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  Ely,  for  elect¬ 
ing  a  bifhop  of  that  fee  ;  with  a 


letter  recommending  the  Right 
Rev.  Father  in  God  James  Bifhop 
of  Gloucefler,  to  be  eleCted. 

Aug.  14.  The  king  approved  of 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Peter  Bur- 
rel,  Knt.  to  exercife  the  office  of 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  Eng¬ 
land,  as  deputy  to  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Prifcilla  Barbara  Eliz.  Baronefs 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  and  Lady 
Georgina  Charlotte  Bertie,  filers 
and  coheirs  of  his  grace  Robert, 
late  D.  of  Ancailer  and  Kefleven, 
hereditary  Lord  Great  Chamber- 
lain  of  England,  deceafed. 

24.  Geo.  Younge,  Efq;  captain 
of  his  majeily’s  navy,  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

G.  James  Cholmondeley,  and 
Rich.  Ticked,  Efqrs.  commiffion- 
ers  for  his  majeily’s  damp  duties, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kenrick,  Efq; 
refigned,  and  Martin  Whifli,  Efq; 
promoted. 

David  Stew.  Moncrieffe,  Eiq; 
one  of  the  Barons  of  his  majefty  s 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland. 

Sept.  4.  Cha.  Middleton,  Efq; 
comptroller  of  his  majeily’s  navy, 
created  a  Baronet  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  with  remainder  to  Gerrard 
Noel  Edwards,  of  Ketten,  in  the 
co.  of  Rutland,  Efq;  and  his  iffue 
male  by  Diana  his  wife,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  faid  Cha.  Middleton. 

Cha.  Hanbury,  Efq;  appointed 
his  majeily’s  agent  and  conful  in 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  and 
the  free  cities  of  Bremen  and  Lu- 
beck. 

The  appointment  of  John  Sta¬ 
bles,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  Gov.  Gen.  and  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  prefidency  of  Fort  Wil  ¬ 
liam,  in  Bengal,  in  the  room  of 


by  the  king. 


Sir 
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Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  appointed 
one  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  his  mnjetty  s  army. 

IVar-QJict,  Sept.  25.  23d  reg. 
light  ^dragoons. — Col.  Sir  John 
Burgoytte,  of  dragoons,  is 

appointed  to  be  colonel  ;  Major 
John  ri'oyd,  of  2 ill  dragoons, 
Jieut.  coi 

Ocf.  (J.  The  dignity  of  a  Baro¬ 
net  or  Ireland  to  William  Olea- 
dowe  Newcowen,  of  Carrickglafs, 
m  the  county  of  Longford,  Efq; 
Barry  Denny,  of  Cattle  Moyle,  in 
the  county- of  Kerry,  Efq;  and 
Hugh  Dillon  Mafiey,  of  Donafs, 
county  of  Clare,  Efq; 

Nov.  6.  Sir  Geo.  Br.  Rodney, 
Bart,  and  K.  B.  appointed  Vice- 
Adm.  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lieut, 
of  the  Admiralty  thereof,  and  alfo 
lieut.  of  the  navies  and  feas  of 
Great  Britain,  vice  Ld.  Hawke. 

^  Geo.  Darby,  Efq;  Rear- Ad, m, 
°f  Great  Britain,  See.  vice  Sir 
George  Bridges  Rodney. 

Earl  Wakigrave,  Lord  Lieut, 
and  Cutt  Rot.  of  the  co.  of  Effex, 
vice  Lord  Rochford,  dec. 

Dec.  22.  Rich.  Cutt,  D.D. 
Dean  of  Lincoln,  and  alfo  refiden- 
tiary  in  that  cathedral,  both  void 
by  the  promotion  of  Bp.  Yorke. 

Wm.  Hayward  Roberts,  D.D. 
Provoft  of  the  College  of  Eton, 
void  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Barnard. 

Rev.  Philip  Barlow,  Broughton 
and  Stoke  Hammond  RR.  both 
in  co.  Bucks, 


DEATHS,  1781. 

Dec.  2,  1780.  Right  Hon.  Tho. 
Willoughby,  Ld.  Middleton,  and 
baronet.  His  lordlhip  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1728,  and  fucceeded  his 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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brother  Francis,  the  late  lord, 
Dec.  15,  1774.  He  married  April 
l4»  1 77°’  Mifs  Chadwick,  by 

whom  he  has  left  no  iffue,  on 
which  account  the  title  is  fuppofed 
to  be  extinct. 

Lately,  Elizabeth  Countefs  of 
Alhburnham,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Ambrofe  Crowley,  Efq;  late 
Alderman  of  London.  She  was 
married  to  the  Earl  of  Afhburrt- 
liarn,  1756,  by  whom  Ihe  had  2 
fons  and  4  daughters. 

J  safely,  at  .Hertford,  the  Hon. 
Firs.  Orme,  wife  to  Robt.  Ormc, 
Idq;  M,  P.  daughter  of*  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend. 

Lately,  at  Alhill,  in  Ireland, 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Coote,  wife  to 
Chidiey  Coote,  Efq;  and  litter  to 
the  Earl  of  Bcllamont. 

Jan.  13.  In  Italy,  in  a  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  the  Countefs  Dowa. 
ot  Orford,  by  whofe  death  a  join¬ 
ture  of  1  2,oool.  per  ann.  devolves 
to  the  Earl  of  Orford  :  her  lady- 
ttiip,  by  ner  own  delire,  was  to 
be  buried  in  Italy. 

15*  Ihe  Queen  Dowager  of 
Portugal  and  Alvarez. 

At  Bath,  Eadv  Mary  Cooley. 
Sir  Henry  Cheere,  Bart. 

19*  At  Edinbu  rgh,  where  he 
went  rof  the  education  of  his  fon, 
John  Pretton,  Efq;  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Navan,  and  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Ludlow  :  by  his 
death,  a  very  great  and  extenlivc 
property  devolves  to  his  eldett  fon, 
now  at  the  univerlity  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

23.  John  Williams,  Efq;  one 
of  the  judges  for  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan,  Brecon,  and  Radnor, 
in  South  V/ ales, 

27*  Ihe  Ru.  Hon.  Lady  Bridges, 
at  Chellea,  aunt  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Chandos. 


29  Sir. 
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29.  Sir  John  Chapman,  Bart. 
The  title  and  eftate  devolve  to  an 
only  brother,  now  Sir  William, 
who  has  long  enjoyed  a  confider- 
able  eftate  at  Lowdham,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  bequeathed  to 
him  by  Mr.  Onebye. 

In  Harley-ftreet,  Cavendifh- 
fqu.  the  Lady  of  Sir  John  Dyke, 
Bart. 

Feb.  9.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  A.  Pitt, 
Privy-Purfe  to  the  late  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales, 

After  a  few  hours  illnefs,  Lady 
Ranelagh:  by  her  death  an  eftate 
of  3500I.  per  ann.  devolves  on 
Lionel  Felton  Harvey,  Efq;  who 
married  her  only  daughter,  Mifs 
Elvill,  by  her  firft  hufband,  Sir 
John  Elvill,  Bart. 

13.  Suddenly,  of  the  gout  in 
his  ftomach,  Gen.  Sir  Rich.  Pear- 
fon,  K.  B.  :  he  went  home  from 
the  Pantheon  in  perfect  health  on 
the  evening  before,  and  expired 
before  eight  o’clock  the  next 
morning. 

15.  In  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  af¬ 
ter  a  few  days  illnefs,  the  Lady  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  his 
majefty’s  Court  of  Common-Pleas. 

16.  Sir  John  Major,  Bart,  of 
Worlingworth,  and  Thornham- 
Hall,  both  in  Suffolk. 

March  1.  Prince  Eugene  of 
Deffau,  field-marfhal  of  the  Saxon 
army,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 
at  his  palace  at  Deffau. 

7.  At  Wreft-Houfe,  in  Bed- 
fordfhire,  aged  30,  Ld.  Polwarth, 
only  fon  of  the  Earl  of  March- 
mont,  and  fon  in-law  to  the  Earl 
of  Hardwicke,  Dying  without 
iffuc,  the  Englifh  Barony  of  Hume, 
created  in  177 6,  is  extimft. 

In  Berkeley-fquare,  Sir  Francis 
(Reynolds,  Knt. 


15.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  -Mary 
Douglas,  daugh.  of  William  firft 
Earl  of  March. 

1 6.  Matth.  Wyldbore,  Efq;  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  city 
of  Peterborough  in  the  two  laft 
parliaments. 

Lately ,  Sir  Wm.  MoWnenx, 
Bart,  one  of  the  verdurers  of  the 
foreft  of  Sherwood,  and  father  of 
Sir  Fra.  Molyneux. 

26.  Near  Rochefter,  Sir  W. 
Buchanan,  Knt.  aged  82,  for¬ 
merly  M.  P.  for  Staffordfhire. 

April  2.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Elphinftone* 

3.  Hen.  Thrale,  Efq;  LL.D. 
an  eminent  brewer,  and  member 
in  the  laft  parliament  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark. 

At  Bath,  the  Rt.  Hon,  Henry 
Earl  Conynghara,  Vifc.  Conyng- 
ham,  and  Baron  Mount  Charles, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
alfo  a  privy  Counfellor  and  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  and  city 
of  Londonderry,  in  that  kingdom. 

6.  At  Abercairny,  Scotland, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
Rollo. 

7.  Rev.  Robt.  Watfon,  D.D. 
Principal  of  the  Univerfity  of  St. 
Andrews,  author  of  The  Hiftory 
of  Philip  II. 

8.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Barbara 
Gould,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
Suffex. 

11.  At  Dublin,  in  the  66th 
year  of  his  age,  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Crofbie,  E.  of  Glandore, 
Vifcount  Crofbie,  of  Ardfert,  and 
Baron  of  Branden,  one  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  Moft  Hon.  Privy  Council 
of  Ireland.  In  Nov.  1745,  he 
married  Lady  Theodofia  Bligh, 
filler  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Darn- 
ley,  and  by  her,  who  died  in  May 
1777,  he  has  left  iftue  one  fon  and 

three 
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three  daughters.  His  lordftiip 

married  fecondly  the  relidi  of - 

Ward,  Efq;  by  whom  he  had  no 
if!  ue. 

1 6.  Sir  Jof.  Copley,  Bart,  of 
Sprotbrough,  eo.  York. 

1 8.  At  Acomb,  near  York, 
Lady  Margaret  Daiziel,  only  dau. 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Carnwath. 

21.  At  Calllecomer,  co.  Kil¬ 
kenny,  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Countefs 
of  Wandesford. 

23.  At  Glaffaugh,  Banfflhire, 
aged  75,  Jas.  Abercromby,  Efq; 
of  Glaffaugh,  a  General  of  foot, 
colonel  of  the  44th  reg.  and  De¬ 
puty-Governor  of  Stirling  Caftle. 

28.  At  Bath  the  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Lucy  Sherard,  filter  of  the 
Earl  of  Harborough. 

29.  At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Teynham,  Baron  Teynham, 
co.  Kent,  whofe  title  and  eftates 
devolve  to  his  eldeft  fon,  the  Hon. 
Henry  Roper. 

May  3.  Lady  Charlotte  Percy, 
only  daughter  of  Earl  Percy. 

6.  At  Kenftngton,  H.  Vaughan, 
Efq;  aged  101,  formerly  a  re- 
prefentative  in  parliament  for 
Monmouthfhire. 

7.  At  Orielton,  Pembrokefh. 
Sir  William  Owen,  Bart. 

9.  At  Englefield- Green,  near 
Stai  nes,  in  the  62 d  year  of  his 
age,  the  Right  Hon.  William  De 
Grey,  Baron  Walfingham,  of  Wal- 
fingham,  in  Norfolk.  His  lord- 
Ihip  was  younger  brother  of  Tho. 
De  Grey,  Efq;  of  Merton,  in 
Norfork,  lately  reprefentative  for 
that  county,  and  was  fon  of  Tho. 
I)e  Grey,  formerly  reprefentative 
for  Thetford,  co.  Norfolk.  He 
was  made  folicitor  to  the  queen  in 
the  year  1761  ;  folicitor  general 
:in  1763  ;  attorney  -  general  in 
17664  member  for  Newport  in 
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1761,  1768;  member  for  Camb. 
Univerfity  in  1770  ;  Chief  Jultice 
of  the  Common-Pleas  in  1771, 
which  he  religned  in  1780;  and 
Ba  ron  Wallingham  in  1780.  By 
his  lady,  daugh.  of  Wm.  Cowper, 
Efq;  late  member  for  Hertford, 
he  had  iffued  Thomas,  now  Lord 
Wallingham,  married  to  Georgia¬ 
ns,  daugh.  of  Lord  Bofton;  Char¬ 
lotte,  married  to  Jofeph  Wynd- 
ham,  Efq; 

13.  Lieut.  Gen.  Wm.  Amherft 
(brother  to  Lord  Amherft),  adjut. 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
colonel  of  the  3 2d  reg.  of  foot, 
and  Governor  of  St  John’s,  New¬ 
foundland. 

16.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  John 
Stanley,  D.  D.  aged  90,  Redfor 
of  Winwick,  co.  Lane,  (a  living 
faid  to  be  worth  3000I.  a  year), 
and  brother  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Derby. 

17.  In  Grofvenor-fquare,  aged 
8i,  Wm.  Aiflabie,  Efq;  of  Stud- 
ley-Park,  M.  P.  for  Rippon, 
Yorkfhire,  and  one  of  the  auditors 
of  his  majefty’s  impreft. 

20.  Lady  Montague  Bertie, 
relidf  of  Lord  Montague  Bertie, 
2d  fon  of  Robert,  the  firft  Duke 
of  Ancafter  and  Kefteuen,  by  his 
fecond  wife  Albina,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Farrington. 

At  his  feat  of  Caftleward  in 
Ireland,  the  Right  Hon.  Bernard 
Ward,  Lord  Baron  of  Bangor. 
He  was  created  Baron  Bangor 
May  22,  1770;  and  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon 
Michael. 

22.  At  Kenfington,  Rt.  Hon, 
the  Earl  of  Mornington,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  a  nobleman 
of  great  worth  and  abilities. 

31.  At  Abbevile,  near  Dublin, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Louifa 
[0 ]  2  How- 
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Howard,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
the  lord-lieutenant, 

June  2.  At  Little  Milton,  co- 
Oxford,  Sir  John  D’Oyly ,  Bart, 
aged  71,  whofe  title  devolves  up¬ 
on  Mr.  D’Oyly,  of  Adderbury 
Weft. 

3.  In  Mortimer-ftreet,  Tho. 
Dummer,  Efq;  member  for  Ly  ~ 
mington  in  Hampfhire. 

q..  At  Rome,  aged  5  1,  his  Emi- 
nency  John  Octavius  Manciforte, 
Cardinal  Pried  of  the  H o!y  Ro¬ 
man  See.  This  makes  the  12th 
vacancy  in  the  Sacred  College. 

9.  At  Dublin,  the  R:yht  Hon. 
Lord  Dun  fairy  ;  his  eftate  and  ti¬ 
tle  devolves  to  his  fen  Randal, 

now  Lord  Dunfany. 

*■ 

13.  At  Orton,  Huntingd.  Sir 
C.  Cope,  Bart. 

14.  The  Lady  of  John  Aubrey, 
Efq;  member  '  for  Wallingford, 
Berks. 

15.  Rt.  Lion,  John  Lord  Baron 
Lifle,  aged  79. 

23.  At  Merton,  in  Norfolk, 
Tho.  De  Grey,  Efq;  elder  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  late  Lord  Walfingbam, 
and  repr  Tentative  in  two  parlia¬ 
ments  for  that  county. 

27.  At  Ham  pile  ad,  Sir  John 
Honeywood,  Bart. 

At  InvernefsjLady  Amelia  Hal- 
kett.  Widow  of  Sir  Peter  LI.  of 
Pit  fir  ran. 

July  2-  At  Edinburgh,  the 
PI  on.  Mr.  Baron  Maule. 

6.  At  Ely-Houie  in  Dover- 
ftreet,  of  a  dro.pfy  in  the  bread, 
in  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  the 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Edmund  Keene, 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely.  His  lordfliip 
was  a  native  of  Lynn  in  Norfolk, 
and  a  younger  brother  of  the  late 
Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  K.  B.  for¬ 
merly  a  mb  a  (fad  or  to  Spain,  who 
left  him  his  fortune. 


9.  At  Eton  fchool,  the  elded: 
fon  of  Sir  Brook  Bridges,  Bart. 
His  death  was  occafioned  by  a  fall 
as  he  was  running  the  preceding 
evening,  but  did  not  then  perceive 
he  was  hurt  ;  he  awoke  feveral 
times  in  the  n,ight,  and  was  fick  ; 
his  brother  cotninp'  to  him  to  en- 

o 

quire  how  he  was  in  the  morning, 
he  anfwered  he  was  very  well,  and 
expired  in  ten  minutes. 

18.  At  Stobhall,  Right  Lion. 
James,  Earl  of  Perth. 

29.  •  Suddenly,  at  his  feat  at 
Dodder  ft  all  in  Bucks,,,  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Fienes,  Vifcount 
and  Baron  Say  and  Sele,  and 
LL.D.  His  father  the  Rev.  Rich. 
Fienes,  married  Penelope,  daugh. 
of  Geo.  Chamberlain,  of  Warding- 
ton,  in  Oxford  ft.  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  iffue  (befides  the  1  ate  vife. ) 
Sufanna,  who  died  unmarried  ; 
Veret- Alicia,  married  to  Richard 
Wykeham,  of  S  wad  iff,  Oxford  fn. 
Efq;  Elizabeth  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Quartley,  Redlor  of  Wicken,  Nor¬ 
thampton  Hi  re  ;  and  Cecilia,  to 
Alex.  Gordon,  of  Greenwich  in 
Kent,  Efq.  His  lord  (hip  was  the 
grandfon  of  the  Hen.  Rich.  Fienes, 
fourth  ion  of  William  fir  ft  Vif. 
Say  and  Sele,  fo  created  July  7, 
1624,  22  James  I.  ;  and  in  1742 
f  being  then  fellow  of  New  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  of  which  the  Fienes :’s 
are  founders  kin)  fucceeded  to 
the  title  cn  the  death  of  his  fa-  ; 
ther’s  fir  ft  coufin,  Laurence,  ami 
thus  became  the  fixth  vifcount. 
He  married,  in  1754,  Chri.ftabella, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Tyrrel,  of 
Buck,  Bart,  and  relict  firft  of 
John  Knapp,  Eiq;  and  afterwards 
of  John  Bigot,  of  Dodderfhall,  in 
the  fame  county,  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue.  The  title  of 
vifcount  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  ex¬ 
tinct. 
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tin«Tt.  Col.  Twiflcton  lias  lately 
been  called  up  by  writ  to  the 
barony. 

3 1  ••  At  his  fe^t  at  Cobham  Hall, 
near  Rochefter,  the  Fight  Hon. 
John  Bligh,  Bari  and  Vifc.  Darn- 
ley,  and  Baron  Clifton,  of  Rath- 
more  in  Ireland;  and  Lord  Clif¬ 
ton,  of  Ligditon  Bromfvvold,  in 
Eng]  ,m  d ,  h  e  red  i  t  ary  II  i  gl  1 S  t  c  wa  rd 
or  Gravefend  and  Milton  in  Kent. 
His  Lordfhip  was  born  in  1719. 
In  17395  being  then  a  commoner, 
he  was  returned  member  of  the 
Iriih  parliament  for  Athboy  ;  and 
m  1741,  ot  the  parliament  of  Eng¬ 
land  for  Maidftone  in  Kent.  In 
1  747  he  fucceecle  1  his  brother,  the 
late  earl  ;  and  in  Sept.  [766,  he 
married,  in  Ireland,  the  daughter 
andheirefs  of  the  late  John  Stoyte, 
Efq.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
efliate  by  his  elded  fon,  Lord  Clif¬ 
ton,  a  youth  of  17,  now  at  Eton- 
'  fchool.  The  late  earl  has  ordered, 
by  his  will,  his  remains  to  be  in¬ 
terred,  or  entombed,  in  a  rnaufo- 
ieifm  to  be  built  and  confecrated 
for  that  purpofe  in  his  park.  In 
the  mean  time  they  are  to  be  em¬ 
balmed  and  foldered  up. 

Lately ,  at  Sidcup,  the  Hgn. 
Thomas  Arundel,  Count  of  the 
Sacred  Roman  Empire,  bro¬ 
ther  to  Lord  Arundel  of  War- 
dour. 

At  Envil,  Stafford fh.  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Dorothy  Grey,  aunt 
to  the  Earl  of  Stamford. 

At  St.  Catharine’s,  Dublin,  Sir 
Richard  Woollley,  Bart. 

At  Pyrmont,  Baron  de  Vel- 
iheim,  lieut.  gen.  of  the  cavalry 
in  his  majelty’s  Electoral  army  at 
Hanover. 

At  Stettin,  in  Germany",  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age,  his  Serene 
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Highnefs  Prince  Attguftus  Win. 
of  Brunfvvick  Bevern,  general  of 
infantry  in  the  Pruffian  Service, 
and  Governor  of  Stettin. 

Aug.  6.  Drowned,  as  he  was 
bathing  in  .the  Thames,  the  2d 
fon  ot  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  Bart, 
an  amiable  and  mod  promifing 
youth  of  Wedminder-fchool. 

30.  Altera  lonp-  illnefs,  during 
which  he  was  feveral  times  confi¬ 
dently  reported  to  have  been  dead. 
Geo.  Hayley,  Efq;  Alderman  of 
Cordwainer’s  Ward,  and  one  of 
the  four  reprefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city'  of  London.  He 
married  the  hirer  of  John  Wilkes, 
Eiq;  widow  of  Mr.  Stork,  an  e- 
minent  Weft-india'merchant,  and 
by  her  had  two  fons,  who  died 
young,  and  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom  iurvives. 

At  Auehiries,  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  of  Pitdigo,  aged  68.  He 
was  only  fon  to  Alexander  Lord 
Forbes,  of  Pitdigo,  by  his  drib 
Lady  Rebecca  Norton,  of  Lon¬ 
don.  He  married  the  2d  of  Aug. 

O 

1 75,0,  Rebecca  Ogilvfe,  elded: 
daugh.  of  the  late  James  Ogilvie, 
of  Auchirrcs ;  by  whom  having  had 
no  ifiiie,  the  male  line  of  the  an¬ 
cient  and  noble  houfe  of  Pitdigo, 
is  extinct.  The  family  is  now  re- 
prefented  by  Sir  William  Forbes, 
Bart,  banker  in  Edinburgh. 

At  Tobago,  a  few  days  before 
the  French  took  podeffion  of  it, 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  Sutton,  of  the 
86th  rcg.of  loot,  fon  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Geo.  Sutton. 

At  Philorth,  aged  61,  the  Rt. 
lion.  George  Lord  Salt  dun. 

ri  he  Right  Plon.  William  Earl 
of  Panmurc,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  Col.  of  the  Scotch  Greys, 
and  reprefentative  in  parliament 

[2]  3  for 
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for  the  county  of  Forfar,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

Sept.  I.  At  Drefden,  his  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs,  Prince  Charles, 
brother  to  the  elector  of  Saxony, 
in  the  30th  year  of  his  age. 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart, 
of  Benacree-Hall,  co.  Suffolk. 

12.  At  Naples,  aged  30,  of  a 
dyfentery,  Lord  Rich.  Cavcndifh, 
next  brother  to  the  D.  of  Devon- 
iliire,  and  brother  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Portland.  His  lordfhip  was 
member  in  the  lafl  parliament  for 
Lancafter,  and  chofen  at  the  late 
general  eleftion  for  the  co.  Derby. 

16.  At  Briftol,  the  Right  Hon. 
Dorothy  Countefs  of  Harborough, 
Lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Harborough,  of  Staplefora, 
Leicefterftiire. 

21.  At  Afh-Hall,  co.  York, 
Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  Bart,  mem¬ 
ber  for  Richmond  in  the  laft  par¬ 
liament.  By  the  death  of  Sir  L.  D. 
an  eftate  of  i6,oool.  per  ann.  de¬ 
volves  to  his  fon,  now  Sir  Tho. 
Dundas.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
left  behind  him,  in  various  lega¬ 
cies  to  his  nephews  and  other  re¬ 
lations*  the  immenfe  fortune  of 
900,000!.  in  perfonalities  and 
landed  property. 

Sir  Tho.  Mannock,  Bart,  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by 
his  brother  Geo.  Mannock,  Efq. 
'at  Bromley-hall,  Eftex. 

At  Briftol,  the  Rev.  Sir  Robert 
Pynfent,  Bart,  a  gentleman  well 
known  for  his  conteft  with  the  E. 
of  Chatham  for  the  Pynfent  eftate. 

At  Eyre  Court,  in  Ireland,  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Eyre. 

At  Brough-hall,  York  {hire*  Sir 
Elenry  Lawfon,  Bart.  He  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
eldeft  fon,  now  Sir  John  Lawfon. 
2&.  At  his  feat  at  St.  Ofyth, 


in  Eftex,  aged  64,  the  Right  lion*' 

William  Henry  Naflau  De  Zule- 

ftein,  Earl  of  Rochford,  Vifcount 

Tunbridge,  Knight,  of  the  Garter, 

one  of  his  majefty’s  privy  council, 

one  of  the  elder  brethren  of  the 

Trinity- Houfe,  a  Governor  of  the 

Charter-Houfe,  Vice-admiral  of 

the  coafts  of  Eftex,  Lord  Lieut. 

and  cuft.  Rot.  of  the  county,  and 

* 

Col.  of  the  weftern  battalion  of 
the  Eftex  militia.  He  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Edw.  Young, 
Efq;  of  Durnford,  Wilts,  and  one 
of  the  maids  of  honour  to  the 
Princefs  of  Wales.  Dying  with¬ 
out  iiTue,  his  titles  and  eftates  de¬ 
volve  to  his  nephew,  Wm.  Henry 
Naflau,  Efo;  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
Hon.  Rich.  Savage  Naflau,  for¬ 
merly  M.  P.  for  Malden  in  Eftex. 

Oft.  1.  In  Taviftock-ftreet,Mr. 
John  Charles  Newby,  brother-in- 
law  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate. 

The  Right  Hon.  Vere  Beau- 
clerk,  Lord  Vere  of  Han  worth, 
one  of  the  Vice-prefidents  of  the 
Afylum,  and  uncle  to  the  Duke 
of  St.  Alban’s.  His  lordlhip  was 
the  third  fon  of  Charles  the  firft 
Duke  of  St.  Alban’s,  by  his  wife 
the  Lady  DianatVere,  foie  heir 
of  the  20th  and  laft  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford  of  that  illuftrious  family.  He 
married  the  eldeft  daug.  and  co¬ 
heir  of  Tho.  Chambers,  Efq;  of 
Hanworth,  in  Middlefex,  and 
After  to  the  Countefs  Temple,  by 
whom  he  left  a  fon,  Aubrey,  now 
Lord  Vere,  member  in  the  parlia¬ 
ment  that  met  in  1768,  for  Ald- 
boro.ugh  in  Yorkfhire,  who  in  17 63 
married  Lady  Catharine  Ponfon- 
by,  daugh.  of  the  Earl  of  Befbo- 
rough,  by  whom  he  has  iflue;  and 
a  daugh.  Mary,  married  in  1762 
to  Lord  Cha.  Spencer,  next  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  D.  of  Marlborough. 

3*  At 


I 
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3.  At  Witham-Place,  in  Effex, 
Will  iam  Lord  Stourton,  a  Roman 
Catholic  peer.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by  his  fon,  the 
Hon.  Cha.  Philip  Stourton. 

4.  Sir  Rich.  Murray,  Bart,  of 
Blackbarony.  He  is  fucceeded  in 
title  by  his  brother,  now  Sir  Arch. 
Murray. 

J 

6.  Right  Hon.  Henry  Fred. 
Thy  nne  Howe,  Lord  Chedworth, 
aged  66.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title 
and  eftate  by  his  nephew,  Tho. 
Howe,  Efq. 

7.  Lady  Hony  wood,  relift  of 
Sir  John  Honywood,  Bt.ofEving- 
ton,  Kent.  Her  ladyfhip  was  aunt 
to  Sir  John  Filmer,  Bart. 

13.  Cha.  Millar,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  Tho.  Millar,  and  to  the 
Countefs  of  Albemarle,  and  equer¬ 
ry  to  his  R.  H.  the  D.  of  Glou- 
cefter. 

14.  At  Beckenham,  in  Kent, 
Sir  Piercy  Brett,  Knt.  Admiral 
of  the  Blue,  an  elder  brother  of 
the  Trinity-Houfe,  and  one  of  the 
direftors  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

15.  At  Bruffels,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Alex.  Erlkine,  Earl  of  Kelly,  in 
Scotland,  Vifcount  Fenton,  &c. 
&c.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
eftate  by  his  brother,  the  Hon. 
Maj  or  Arch.  Erlkine,  of  the  nth 
reg.  of  foot. 

16.  At  Sunbury,  in  Midd,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Lord  Hawke, 
K.  B.  Vice  Adm.  of  G.  Britain, 
admiral  of  the  fleet,  Prefident  of 
the  Maritime  School,  and  an  elder 
brother  of  the  Trinity-Houfe. 

19.  In  Fifefhire,  Sir  Robert 
Henderfon  of  Fordell,  Bart. 

20.  At  Trelo warren,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  Sir  Rich.  Vyvyan,  Bt.  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by 
his  brother,  now  the  Rev.  Sir  Ca- 
rew  Vyvyan. 
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22.  Suddenly,  at  Burford,  Ox-* 
fordfhire,  aged  75,  Wm.Lenthall, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
peace  for  that  county,  and  great 
grandfon  to  Lenthall,  fpeaker  of 
the  long  parliament  in  Cromwell’s 
time. 

24.  In  Charles-ftr.  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  aged  97  years  4  months* 
Lady  Gray,  relift  of  Sir  James 
Gray,  Bart,  and  mother  of  the 
late  Sir  James  and  Sir  George. 

27.  At  Nackington,  near  Can¬ 
terbury,  Mrs.  Milles,  mother  to 
Rich.  Milles,  Efq;  late  M,  P.  for 
that  city,  and  to  the  Lady  of  Sir 
Edw.  Aftley,  Bart. 

Nov.  5.  AtStapleford,  co.Leic. 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Sherard,  only  daughter  of  the  E. 
of  Harborough,  by  Dorothy,  the 
late  countefs. 

10.  At  his  houfe  in  the  Warren, 
Woolwich,  aged  77,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Geo.  Williams,  col.  of  the  2dbat- 
talion  of  the  royal  reg.  of  artillery ; 
he  was  near  6oyears  an  officer,  and 
was  buried  on  the  16th  at  Wool¬ 
wich  with  military  honours. 

12.  At  Hartford,  near  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  Mrs.  Wadefon,  relift  of 
Robert  Wadefon,  Efq;  formerly 
of  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes. 

Lately ,  At  Lifbon,  where  hd 
went  for  the  recovery  of  hishealth, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Pelham 
Clinton,  2d  fon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  member  for  Eaft  Ret¬ 
ford,  co.  Nottingham,  and  one  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Lion.  Edm.  Butler,  brother  to 
the  late  Lord  Dunboyne. 

Dec.  2d.  Of  an  apoplexy,  the 
Rev.  Edw.  Barnard,  1).  D.  Provoft: 
of  Eton  College,  Canon  of  Wind- 
for,  Reftor  of  Paul  s  Cray,  Kent, 
and  one  of  his  majefty’s  chaplains 
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in  ordinary.  He  was  former!', 
fellow  of  St.  John’s  College  Camb. 
and  mailer  in  Eton-fchool.  He 
has  left  one  fon,  now  at  St.  John’s. 

4.  At  Norwich,  Sir  Thomas 
Churchman,  Knt.  Alderman  of 
Mancroft  Ward.  He  ferved  the 
office  of  fheriff  in  the  year  1 757, 
was  eledled  an  Alderman  in  1759, 
and  chief  magiftrate  in  1761. 

11.  At  his  feat  at  Weft  Wy¬ 
combe,  Bucks,  after  a  tedious  111- 
irefs,  the  Right  Hon.  Fra.  Da  ill- 
wood,  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  Pre¬ 
mier  Baron  of  England,  a  Privy 
Counfellor,  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cuft. 
Rot.  of  Buckinghamfhire,  joint 
Poftmafter- General,  one  of  the 
Vice-Prefidents  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital  and  of  the  Medical  Afy- 
lum,  F.  R.  and  A.  SS.  and  LL.  D. 
His  Lordfhip,  in  May,  1763,  was 
appointed  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Wardrobe,  andLord  Lieut,  of  the 
co.  of  Bucks;  and  one  of  the  joint 
PoftmafterS“Gen.  Dec.  19,  1770. 


He  married  Mifs  Gould,  of  Tver. 
Bucks,  dau.  of  the  late  Henry 
Gould,  I  fq.  Her  ladyfiip  died 
'without  iffue,  Feb.  2,  1760.  The 
ancient  Barony  of  Le  Defpencer 
now  defcends  to  Sir  Tho.  Staple- 
ton,  Bart,  of  Grey’s  Courn,  near 
Henley,  Oxford  (hi  re,  grand  foil  of 
Vere,  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and 
Lord  Le  Defpencer. 

22.  In  Upper  Brook-ftr.  Grof- 
venor-fquare,  the  lit.  Hon.  Lady 
Frances  Coningfby.  She  was 
ft  ruck  with  the  palfy  in  her  heart 
as  fhe  was  going  out  in  her  car¬ 
riage,  and  expired  immediately. 
By  her  death,  Lord  Malden  comes 
into  po  fie  Hi  on  of  70C0I.  a  year, 
and  a  large  fum  of  money. 

25.  The  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Cope.  The  above  young 
gentleman  was  not  above  12  years 
old,  and  but  a  few  days  on  an  ex- 
curfion  from  Eton  College.  The 
title  defcends  to  his  uncle,  a  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


The  Trial  of  Ci  tn  rge  Gordon,  Ef>\ 
commonly  called  Lord  George 
Gordon,  for  High  Treafon ,  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Court  of  King’s- 
Bencly  on  Monday ,  Febj,  1781  * . 

Copy  of  the  Indifi?nent  preferred 
againf  Lord  George  Gordon  by 
the  Grand  jury. 

“  MiddlcTex, 

^  H  E  jurors  for  our  lord 
the  king  upon  their  oath 
prefent,  That  George  Gordon, 
late  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary-Le- 
Bone,  other  wife  Marrybone,in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  Efq;  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  George  Gor- 
don,  being  a  fubjedl  of  our  fail 
fovereign  Lord  George  the  Third, 
bv  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great 

J 

Britain, France, and  Ireland, King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his 
allegiance,  but  being  moved  and 


feduced  bv  the  inftigation  of  th-e 
devil,  and  entirely  withdrawing 
the  love,  and  true  and  due  obe¬ 
dience  •which  every  fabjcct  of  our 
faid  fovereign  lord  the  king  fhould 
and  of  nVht  ought  to  bear  towards 

OO  9 

our  faid  prefent  fovereign  lord 
the  king,  and  wickedly  deviling 
and  intending  to  difturb  the  peace 
and  public  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom,  «on  the  2d  day  of  June, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  faid  fovereign  lord  the  now 
king,  at  the  parifh  of  St.  Marga¬ 
ret,  within  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
minfter  in  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  unlawfully,  maliciouf- 
ly,  and  traitoroufly  did  compafs, 
imagine,  and  intend  to  raife  and 
levy  war,  infurredtion,  and  rebel¬ 
lion  againft  our  laid  lord  the  king 
within  this  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  to  fulfil  and  bring  to 

e fie <?t  the  faid  traitorous  compaf- 
•  •  ,  .  1  \ 
fings,  imaginations,  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  him  the  faid  George  Gor- 


i 

*  The  Court  confided  of— William  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief  Jufiice ; 
Edward  Willes,  Elq;  Sir  V/.  H.  Afhurft,  Knt.  Francis  Duller  Efq; 
J  uftices. 

The  Jury— Thomas  Collins,  Efq;  Eerner-ftreet  ;  Henry  Waitings,  Efq;  Queen 
Anne-ftreet  ;  Edward  Hulfe,  Elq;  Harley  IE  eet  ;  Edward  Pomfiet,  Efq; 
New  North-ftreet  ;  Gedeliah  Gatfield,  Efq;  Hackney  ;  joleph  Pickles,  Elq; 
Homerton,  Edward  Gordon,  Efq;  Bromley  ;  Marmaduke  Peacock,  Efq; 
Hackney  ;  Francis  Degon,  E'q;  Hammerlmith  ;  Simon  Le  Sage,  Efq; 
ditto  ;  Robert  Armitage,  Efq;  Kenfington  ;  John  Rix,  Efq;  White¬ 
chapel. 

Council  Jar  the  Cvc'wn — Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  cv.tr, 
Bearcroft,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Ilowarth,  Mi.  Dunning,  Mr.  Norton. 

Council tht  Fri finer — Mr.  Kenyon,  Mi.  Erlkine. 

„  don, 
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don,  he  the  faid  George  Gordon 
afterwards  (that  is  to  fay)  on  the 
2d  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth 
year  aforefaid,  with  force  of  arms, 
&c.  at  the  faid  pariih  of  St.  Mar¬ 
garet,  within  the  liberty  of  Weft¬ 
minfter,  in  the  faid  county  of  Mid  - 
dlefex,  with  a  great  multitude  of 
perfons  whofe  names  are  at  prefen t 
Unknown  to  the  jurors  aforefaid, 
to  a  great  number,  to  wit,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred  perfons 
and  upwards,  armed  and  arrayed 
in  a  warlike  manner  (that  is  to 
fay),  with  colours  flying,  and 
with  fwords,  clubs,  bludgeons, 
ftaves,  and  other  weapons,  as  well 
oiTenfive  as  defenfive,  being  then 
and  there  unlawfully,  maliciouflv, 
and  traitoroufly  affembled  and  ga¬ 
thered  together  again  ft  our  faid 
prefent  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
moft  wickedly,  malicioufly,  and 
traitoroufly  did  ordain,  prepare, 
and  levy  public  war  againft  our 
faid  lord  the  king,  his  fupreme 
and  undoubted  lord,  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  againft 
the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  king, 
his  crown,  and  dignity,  and  aifo 
againft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
fuch  cafe  made  and  provided. 
And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon 
their  oath  aforefaid,  further  pre¬ 
fent,  that  the  faid  George  Gor¬ 
don,  being  a  fubjedl  of  our  Sove¬ 
reign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by 
the  Graqe  of  God  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  but  being  moved  andfeduc- 
ed  by  the  inftigation  of  the  devil, 
and  entirely  withdrawing  the  love, 
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and  true  and  due  obedience  which 
every  fubjedl  of  our  faid  fovereign 
lord  the  king  fliould,  and  of  right 
ought  to  bear  towards  our  faid 
prefent  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
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and  wickedly  deviling  and  intend¬ 
ing  to  difturb  the  peace  and  public 
tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  af¬ 
terwards,  to  wit,  on  the  faid  fe- 
cond  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  fove¬ 
reign  lord  the  now  king,  and  on 
divers  other  days  and  times  be¬ 
tween  that  day  and  the  tenth  day 
of  the  faid  month  of  June,  at  the 
faid  pariih  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middlefex,  unlaw¬ 
fully,  malicioufly,  and  traitorouf¬ 
ly,  did  compafs,  imagine,  and 
intend  to  raife  and  levy  war,  in- 
furredlion,  and  rebellion  againft 
our  faid  lord  the  king,  within  this 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
to  fulfil  and  bring  to  effedl  the 
faid  laft  mentioned  traitorous  com- 
paffings,  imaginations,  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  him  the  faid  George  Gor¬ 
don,  he  the  faid  George  Gordon, 
on  the  faid  fecond  day  of  June, 
in  the  twentieth  year  aforefaid, 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times 
between  that  day  and  the  tenth 
day  of  the  fame  month  of  June, 
with  force  and  arms,  &c.  at  the 
faid  pariih  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middlefex,  with  a 
great  multitude  of  perfons  whofe 
names  are  at  prefent  unknown  to 
the  jurors  aforefaid,  to  a  gre2t 
number,  to  wit,  to  the  number  of 
five  hundred  perfons  and  upwards, 
armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike 
manner  (that  is  to  fay),  with  co¬ 
lours  flying,  and  with  fwords, 
clubs,  bludgeons,  Haves  and  o- 
ther  weapons,  as  well  oftenfive  as 
defenfive,  being  then  and  there 
unlawfully,  maiicioufly,  and  trai¬ 
toroufly  aflembled  and  gathered 
together  againft  Our  faid  prefent 
fovereign  lord  the  king,  moft  wick¬ 
edly,  mulicioufly,  and  traitorouf- 
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fy  did  ordain,  prepare,  and  levy 
public  war  againft  our  faid  Lord 
the  king,  his  fupreme  and  un¬ 
doubted  lord,  contrary  to  the  duty 
of  his  allegiance,  againft:  the  peace 
of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  his 
crown,  and  dignity,  and  alfo  a- 
gainft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
iuch  cafe  made  and  provided.’  ’ 

Mr.  Norton  opened  the  Indictment. 

Mr.  attorney-general  then  Hat¬ 
ed,  that  the  particular  fpecies  of 
treafon,  with  which  the  prifoner 
was  charged,  was  ‘  levying  war 
againft  theking  within  his  realm 
that  ‘  this  offence,  within  the  fta¬ 
tute  25  Edw.  III.,  is  of  two  forts, 
the  one  dire&ly  and  immediately 
againft  the  perfon  of  the  king 
that  *  the  other,  conftrudtive  levy¬ 
ing  of  war,  is  againft  the  majefty 
of  the  king,  as  a  great  and  nume¬ 
rous  infurredtion  of  the  people  to 
effect  by  force  an  alteration  of  the 
eftablifhed  law  of  the  country,  or 
the  reformation  of  grievances,  real 
or  imaginary,  in  which  the  infur- 
gents  have  no  particular  or  fpe- 
cial  intereft  ;  and,  that  it  was  of 
the  latter  kind  of  levying  war  with 
which  the  prifoner  Hood  charged.’ 

He  then  entered  into  a  difeuf- 
fion  of  the  Adi  againft  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  1  ith  and  12th  of 
King  William,  (hewing  that  the 
claufes  it  contained  were  equally 
cruel  and  fevere,  and  could  only 
be  juftified  by  the  neceflity  of  the 
cafe,  for  the  falvation  of  the  (late, 
and  our  religion  ;  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  times  afforded  no  proof  of 
fuch  neceftity,  nor  any  apology  for 
the  hardfhips  of  fuch  proviiions  ; 
that  the  bill,  on  the  contrary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bifhop  Burnet’s  ac¬ 
count,  originated  in  party  faction, 


and  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  court  party, 
by  rejecting  it,  might  incur  the 
odium  of  favouring  the  Catholics; 
that  thofe  who  brought  it  in  did 
not  mean  it  fhould  pafs,  but  were 
difappointed  in  their  views,  the 
court  party  making  no  oppofttion 
to  it  ;  that  wi filing  then  to  drop 
it,  they  could  not  ;  upon  which 
they  added  many  fevere  and  un- 
reafonable  claufes  to  the  bill,  and 
fentit  up  to  thelords  in  hopes  that 
they  would  rejedt  it,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  fuffered  it  to  pafs.  ‘  It  was 
too  much,’  added  the  attorney- 
general,  ‘  for  any  party  or  fashion 
to  flake  upon  their  game  the  li¬ 
berties  and  fortunes  of  others.’ 

He  next  juftified  the  Adi  paffed 
in  1778,  to  relieve  the  Roman 
Catholics  from  the  oppreflive  clau¬ 
fes  of  the  faid  Adi  of  the  1  ith  and 
1 2th  of  King  William.  ‘  This 
Bill,’  faid  he,  ‘  was  brought  in 
by  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  aiftinguifhed  for  his 
love  of  the  civil  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  for  his  firm  and  zealous 
attatchment  to  the  Proteftant  re¬ 
ligion,  and  who  befides  poffeffes 
every  public  and  private  virtue  that 
can  adorn  the  citizen  and  the  man 
—  I  mean  Sir  George  Saviie.  It 
paffed  through  the  commons  al~ 
molt  unanimoufty,  the  oppofition 
made  to  it  by  fome  not  being  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  that 
it  did  not  go  far  enough  in  the 
redrefs  :  for,  at  the  time  of  puf¬ 
fing  this  Adi  of  King  William, 
the  Roman  Catholics  were  exclud¬ 
ed  from  any  (hare  in  government, 
from  any  office  of  truft  civil  or 
military,  and  the  perfons  of  that 
religion  performing  any  part  of 
their  fundtions,  as  priefts,or  keep¬ 
ing  of  fchools, or  educating  youth, 

were 
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were  liable  to  many  pecuniary  pe¬ 
nalties,  and  in  fome  inftances  to 
tern p o r a r y  i m prjfonment.’ 

After  mentioning  that  the  re¬ 
peal  ot  the  Act  in  queftion  was  con¬ 
ditional  only,  and  reft  rained  to 
thofe  who  fhonld  take  an  oath  of 
the  ftrongefl  a  durance  of  loyalty 
to  the  government,  and  an  absu- 
r  at  ion  in  the  mold  explicit  terms 
of  every  pretender  to  the  crown 
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he  called  a  large  army,  he  faid, 
that,  ‘  though  it  is  the  innate 
right  of  the  iubjedt  toprefent  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  parliament,  yet  the  pe¬ 
titioners  are  not  to  dictate  to  par¬ 
liament,  or  take  from  parliamen- 
their  deliberation  upon  the  Ab¬ 
ject  ;  that  would  tend  difedtly  to 
tiie  dinointion  of  the  confutation, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  govern¬ 
ment.  ’ 


and  government,  with  a  poiitive 
renunciation  of  any  authority  of 
the  fee  of  Rome,  in  civil  or  tem¬ 
poral  cafes,  within  this  kingdom  5 
he  took  notice,  of  the  great  difturb- 
anees  at  Edinburgh  in  February 
1779,  tip  on  the  luppofttion  of  a 
funilar  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Scotland. 
1  ms  ne  noticed,  as  what  would 
be  found  to  be  a  very  material 
circumftance  when  became  to  dale 
the  conduit  of  the  prifoner. 

Palling  then  to  the  Proteftant 
AfToeiation,  he  mentioned  the  pains 
that  were  taken  to  create  a  be¬ 
lief  that  the  repeal  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  King  William  would  be 
attended  with  imminent  danger  to 
the  ftate,  and  to  the  Proteftant  re¬ 
ligion.  ‘  Upon  this  ground, ’  faid 
he,  4  a  petition  was  determined 
upon,  and,  it  they  apprehended 
danger,  they  did  right  to  petition  ; 
it  is  the  inherent  right  of  the  fub- 
to  petition  parliament  ;  and, 
whenever  they  imagine  a  cafe  pro¬ 
per  for  the  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament,  they  do  right  to  bring  it 
before  them  ;  and  I  believe  this 
petition  was  at  one  time  intended 
to  have  been  prefen  ted  in  a  legal, 
eonftitutional,  and  orderly  man¬ 
ner.  ’ 

Adverting  to  the  circumftance 
of  aiTembling,  by  public  advertife- 
ment,  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  a 
•vaft  multitude  of  people,  which 


Delcribing  then  the  march  of 
the  Proteftant  Afibeiators  to  the 
Ho ufe  of  Commons,  which  he 
faid  was  as  regular  as  ail  army 
trained  to  it,  and  dwelling  upcu 
the  dreadtui  outrages  and  confla¬ 
grations  tnat  endued,  he  obferved, 
that  4  all  perfons  who  contributed 
to  the  perpetration  of  them  were 
as  criminal  as  the  very  perfons 
who  committed  the  apt,  and  more 
fo,  efpecially  if  they  are  to  be 
aferibed  to  their  incitement  and 
encouragement.’  He  then  added* 

4  Gentlemen,  you  have  now  before 
you,  as  will  appear  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence,  the  author  of  all  thefe  vio¬ 
lent  and  difgraceful  proceedings, 
to  whom  the  whole  is  to  be  im¬ 
puted.  An  offender  of  fuch  a  de* 
fcription  has  not  often  appeared 
in  a  court  of  juftice.’  In  further 
Hating  the  condudl  of  the  prifoner, 
he  dwelt  much  upon  the  moft  mi¬ 
nute  cireumftances  that  could  tend 
to  criminate  him,  particularly  on 
his  all  u  ft  on  to  the  ftrmnefs  of  the 
Scotch,  and  then  concluded  by 
calling  for  the 

Ev  i denes  for  the  Crown. 

William  Hay,  a  printer  in 
Fleet  flreet,  fwore,  that  he  had 
feen  the  prifoner  five  or  fix  times 
at  different  places  where  the  Pro^ 
teftant  Aflociation  met  ;  particu¬ 
larly  at  St.  Margaret’s-hill,  at 
Greenwood’s  rooms,  at  the  Old 

Crown 
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Crown  arid  Rolls  in  Chancery- 
lane,  at  the  London  Tavern,  and 
at  Coachmakers-ball ;  that,  at  the 
meeting  at  Coachmakers-hall  on 
the  29th  of  May,  previous  to 
their  going  up  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  heard  the  prifoner 
announce  to  a  numerous  aftembly, 

‘  that  the  AfTociated  Proteftants 
amounted  to  upwards  of  40,000; 
that,  on  Friday  the  2d  of  June,  it 
was  refolved  they  fhould  meet  in 
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8t.  George’s  Fields,  in  fourfepa- 
rate  divifion-s  or  columns,  arrayed 
or  d  re  Fed  in  their  befl  clothes, 
with  blue  cockades  in  their  hats, 
as  lie  himfelf  fnoulc1.  wear  one,  to 
diftinguilh  them  from  Papifts  or 
friends  to  Roman  Catholics that 
fome  evcmngsbefore,  at  the  Crown 
and  Rolls,  the  prifoner  read  over 
the  preambles  or  certain  parts  of 
the  penal  laws  of  Charles  II,  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary,  and  George  II  ; 
that,  after  reading  them,  he  ob~ 
ferved,  ‘  That  by  his  majefty  s 
giving  his  a  (Tent  to  the  Quebec 
law,  and  the  late  aft  tolerating 
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the  Roman  Catholics  in  England, 
his  counlellors  had  brought  him  to 
that  pais  or  fituation  in  which 
James  II.  was  after  his  abdica¬ 
tion  that  he  then  read,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  coronation-oath,  and  faid, 

‘  It  was  his  opinion,  that  his  ma - 
jelly  had  broken  that  oath,’  and 
that  £  the  people  of  this  country 
did  not  mince  the  matter,  they 
fpoke  their  minds  freely,  and 
avowed  it  to  be  true  p  that,  on 
Friday  the  2d  of  June,  he  faw  a 
vail  multitude  collected  in  St. 
George’s  Fields,  with  cockades 
and  banners,  and  the  words  Pro - 
t eft  ant  /I (foci  at  ion,  r.o  Popery  !  on 
them  ;  and  that  he  faw  Lord 
George  haranguing  the  mob  ;  that 
afterwards  he  faw  them  march 
through  Fieet-flreet  in  their  way 
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to  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  that 
the  lame  day  he  was  in  the  lobby 
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of  the  houfe,  which  was  much 
crowded  ;  that  he  heard  Lord 
George  exhort  the  mob  ‘  to  con¬ 
tinue  itedfall  in  fo  good  and  glo¬ 
rious  a  caufc.  He  would  perfe- 
vere  in  itftiimfdf  ;  and  he  hoped, 
although  there  was  very  little  ex¬ 
pectation  from  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  that  they  would  meet  with 
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redrefs  from  their  mild  or  gracious 
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fuvereign.’ 

Oil  his  crofs  -examination  he 
faid,  that  the  firft  time  of  his  at¬ 
tending  the  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Alfociation  was  on  the  ioth 
of  December.  Being  defired  to 
recolleft  whether  he  certainly  faw 
the orifoncrat Greenwood’s  rooms, 
he  defired  to  refer  to  his  notes,  and 
then  faid  he  was  miftaken.  Be- 
ing-afleed  how  he  came  to  take 
notes  of  what  palled  at  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  he  'anfwered,  that  he  had 
an  idea  then  of  what  would  be 
their  confequences  ;  that  he  firft 
forefaw  thele  conicquences  on  the 
2Gth  of  February.  Being  remind¬ 
ed  that  he  had  taken  notes  fo  early 
as  the  2  i ft  of  January  (the  day  on 
which  he  had  fworn  that  he  faw 
Lord  George  in  Greenwood’s 
rooms)  he  anfwered,  that,  with¬ 
out  thofe  notes,  lie  could  not  come 
to  that  conelufion  in  his  own  mind 
about  the  confequences,  and  that 
lie  had  taken  notes  «on  the  10th  of 
December  ;  that  this  was  his  con- 
ftant  courfe  in  all  occurrences  of 
life.  Being  queftioned  what  other 
meetings  he  had  attended  befides 
thofe  of  the  Protellant  Alfociation, 
where  he  had  committed  what  pal- 
fed  to  writing,  he  appeared  much 
embarraffed.  He  faid  however, 
that  the  firft  notes  he  made  in  his 
life  were  in  the  General  Alfembly 
of  the  Church  cf  Scotland.  Hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  faid  that  the  perfon  he  had 
feen  with  a  flag  in  Fleet-llreet  he 
faw  afterward  at  the  Fleet-prifon 
and  in  Weftminfter,  he  was  de- 
fired  to  delcribe  him.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  he  appeared  to  him 
like  a  brewer’s  fervant  in  his  belt 
clothes  ;  upon  which  being  defired 
to  explain  by  what  mark  he  could 
diftinguiih  a  brewer’s  lervant  in 
his  bell  cloathes  from  other  men, 
he  was  extremely  confufed,  and, 
at  length,  declared  himfelf  unable 
to  anfwer  the  queftion. 

William  Metcalf  fwore  that  lie'' 
was  at  Coachmakers-hall  on  the 
day  when  the  meeting  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  was  fixed  upon ; 
that  he  went  out  of  curiofity,  on 
hearing  Lord  G.  Gordon  was  to 
be  there;  that  he  heard  him  de¬ 
fire  them  to  meet  him  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  ;  he  reminded 
them  ‘  that  the  Scotch  had  fuc- 
ceeded  by  unanimity,  and  he  de¬ 
fired  that  they  would  likewife  be 
unanimous ;  he  hoped  no  one,  who 
had  figned  the  petition,  would  be 
alhamed  or  afraid  to  fhew  himfelf 
in  the  caufe;  he  would  not  pre- 
fent  the  petition,  unlefs  he  was 
met  in  St.  George’s  Fields  by 
twenty  thoufand  people,  and  he 
recommended  them  to  come  with 
blue  cockades  in  their  hats,  as  a 
mark  of  difiinclion  :  he  himfelf 
would  be  there  to  meet  them,  and 
would  be  anfwerable  for  any  of 
them  that  would  be  molefted  for 
meeting  there ;  he  wilhed  fo  well 
to  the  caufe,  that  he  would  go  to 
the  gallows  in  it  or  for  it;  (words 
to  that  effedl,  but  that  the  word 
gallows  was  certainly  mentioned) 
and  that  he  would  not  prefent  the 
petition  of  a  lukewarm  people. 

John  Anftruther,  Efq;  confirm¬ 
ee  the  evidence  of  the  preceding 
wknefs.  He  was  not  certain,  how¬ 


ever,  whether  the  word  4  gallows’ 
might  not  be  4  death;’  he  rather 
believed  the  former  was  the  word  ; 
he  faid,  that  after  the  prifoner 
had  declared,  that,  if  there  was 
one  lefs  than  20,000  people,  he 
would  not  meet  them  in  St.. 
George’s  Fields;  he  added,  4  be- 
caufe  without  that  number  he  did 
not  think  their  petition  would  be 
of  confequence  enough  ;’  and  that 
he  alfo  recommended  temperance 
and  firmnefsin  their  conduct.  This 
witnefsthen  faid,  that  on  the  Friday 
after  he  was  in  the  lobby  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  he  faw  Lord 
George  leaning  over  a  gallery  that 
looks  down  into  the  lobby  ;  he 
heard  him  addrefs  the  people  from 
that  place;  he  came  out,  as  he 
underltood,  for  the  purpofe  of 
telling  them  what  palled  in  the 
houfe  ;  he  told  them  *  they  had 
been  called  a  mob  within  the 
houfe ;  that  the  peace-officers  had 
been  called  into  difperfe  them; 
I  think  he  faid,  4  them  peaceable 
petitioners’  that  4  they  had  not 
given  their  reafons  to  the  houfe 
why  they  had  not  difperfed  them  ; 
he  believed  the  peace-officers  had 
figned  the  petition  ;  fome  people 
had  mentioned  in  the  houfe  fome- 
thing  relating  to  calling  in  the 
military;  he  hoped  no  body  would 
think  of  taking  a  ftep  of  that  fort, 
as  it  would  infallibly  tend  to  create 
divifions  among  his  majelly’s  fub- 
jedls.’  He  again  mentioned  ‘  how 
the  Scotch  by  their  lleadinefs  had 
carried  their  point;  he  had  no 
doubt  his  majefty  would  fend  to 
his  minillers  to  defire  them  to  re¬ 
peal  the  A£l,  when  he  heard  that 
his  fubjedls  were  flocking  from 
miles  round,  and  wifhing  its  re¬ 
peal.  This  witnefs  further  faid, 
feveral  people  called  to  Lord  G. 
Gordon,  4  £>o  you  defire  us  to  go 
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away  ?’  he  anfvvered,  ‘  You  are 
the  belt  judges  of  what  you  ought 
to  do,  but  1  will  tell  vou  how  the 
matter  Hands  :  the  houfe  are  go¬ 
ing  to  divide  upon  the  queHion, 
whether  your  petition  lhall  be 
taken  into  coniideration  now,  or 
upon  Tuefday.  There  are,  for 
taking  it  into  confideration  now, 
mvfelf,  and  lix  or  feven  others. 
If  it  be  not  taken-  into  coniidera¬ 
tion  now,  your  petition  may  be 
loft.  To-morrow  the  houie  does 
not  meet  ;  Monday  is  the  king's 
birth-day.  On  Tuefday  the  par¬ 
liament  may  be  ‘  dilfolved,’ — or 
‘  prorogued.’  [The  witnefs  was 
not  certain  which  exprelhon  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  whole  of  his 
evidence  he  fpoke  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
be  very  accurate  as  to  the  words.] 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Bowen,  offi¬ 
ciated  as  chaplain  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  the  2d  of  June; 
after  prayers  wrere  over,  he  went 
and  fat  under  the  gallery,  near 
the  door.  The  tumult  in  the  lob¬ 
by  was  very  great,  and,  while  the 
houfe  were  deliberating  how  to 
quell  it,  he  faw  lord  George  fre¬ 
quently  go  to  the  door,  and  heard 
him  repeat  to  the  people  in  the 
lobby  what  different  members  had 
faid  in  the  debates.  ‘  The  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  has  juft;  faid  that 
you  are  all  come  here  under  the 
pretence  of  religion.’  He  thought 
his  lordlhip  then  added,  ‘  You  are 
a  good  people  ;  yours  is  a  good 
caufe.’  After  this,  he  faid,  ‘  Mr. 
Burke,  member  for  Briltol,  has 
faid — but  the  door  was  then  flint, 
and  he  could  not  hear  what.  Af¬ 
terwards,  he  called  out,  *  Mr. 
Rous  has  juft;  moved  that  the  ci¬ 
vil  power  be  fent  for,  but  don’t 
you  mind  ;  keep  yourfelves  cool  ; 
be  Heady*’  At  another  time  he 


faid,  4  Lord  North  calls  you  a 
mob.’  Once  while  Lord  George 
was  at  the  door,  he  faw  a  gentle¬ 
man  go  up  to  him,  who  fcemed  to 
be  perfuading  him  to  return  to  his 
feat.  As  foon  as  Lord  George 
turned  round,  and  faw  who  it  was, 
he  called  out  to  the  people,  4  This 
is  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming ;  he 
has  juft;  been  fpeaking  for  you.’ 
He  fcemed  to  be  remarkably  pleaf- 
ed  with  Sir  Michael,  patted,  or 
Hroaked,  his  ffioulder,  and  ex- 
preffed  a  kind  of  joy,  which  the 
witnefs  knew  not  how  to  defcribe* 
It  fcemed  to  him  extravagant, 
and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  childiffi.  The  witnefs 
further  faid,  that  when  the  divi- 
fion  was  called  for  he  withdrew. 
Beingafterwards  Handing  near  the 
little  gallery  over  the  lobby,  he 
faw  fome  gentlemen  endeavouring 
to  perfuadc  the  people  to  retire  ; 
one  of  the  gentlemen  afked  him  to 
fpeak  to  them,  he  accordingly  told 
them  they  Hopped  their  own  bufi- 
nefs,  and  begged  them  to  retire. 
He  then  heard  a  perfon  call  out 
diflin&ly,  ‘  if  his  lordlhip  would 
come,  and  fay  it  was  necelTary  for 
them  to  go,  they  would  go.’  Some 
time  after  he  went  up  into  the 
eating-room.  While  he  was  at 
table,  Lord  George  came  there, 
and  foon  after  there  was  fcarce 
any  perfon  in  the  room  but  his 
lordlhip  and himfelf.  Lord  George 
had  thrown  himfelf  into  a  chair, 
and  feemed  overcome  with  heat 
and  fatigue.  The  witnefs  told 
him  what  he  had  juH  heard  a  per¬ 
fon  fay  from  the  lobby  ;  and  he 
added,  that  it  depended  wholly 
upon  his  lord  Hi  ip  to  difperfe  them. 
To  this  he  made  no  anfwer,  but 
foon  after  left  the  room.  Some 
time,  after  he  went  down  Hairs, 
and  faw  his  lordlhip  in  the  little 

gallery, 


f 


A  N  N  U  A  L  '  R  E 


gallery.  He  heard  him  begin  to 
advife  the  people  4  to  be  quiet, 
and  peaceable,  and  Heady  ;  his 
majeily  is  a-  gracious  monarch, 
and,  when  he  hears  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  ten  miles  round  are  cohering, 
t'bjgre  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  w ib 
fend  his  mini  Hers  private  orders  to 
repeal  the  bill.’  ~He  then  men¬ 
tioned  the  attempt  that -was  made 
to  introduce  a  bill  into  Scotland; 
*  the  Scotch,’  faid  he,  4  had  no 
fed  refs  till  they  pulled  down  the 
inafs  houfes  :  Lord  Weymouth 
then  lent  them  official  aflurances, 
that  the  Ad  fhould  not  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  why  fhould  they 
be  better  off  than  you  l  [Here  the 
Vvitnefs  faid  he  was  in  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  the  expreliion  was 4  the  Scotch 
had  no  redrefs  till  they  pulled 
down  the  mafs-houfes,  or  4  When 


the  Scotch  pulled  down  the  mafs- 
houfes,  they  had  redpefsd]  His 
lorafhip  then  advifed  them  4  toffie 
quiet,  and  to  beware  ot  evil-mind¬ 
ed  perfons,  who  would  mix  among 
therri;  and  entice  them  to  mifehief, 
the  blame  of  which  would  be  im¬ 


puted  to  them.'  It  was  then  (the 
wiinefs  thought)  that  a  perfon  in 
the  lobby  a  lived  his  Lordship  4  it.it 
was  not  neceffary  for  them  to  re¬ 
tire  r- — 4  I  will  tell  you,  laid  his 

I  moved  the 
your  petition  be 


lord (liip,  how  it  is 


son, 


conn  d  e  r  a  t  i  6  n  this 

si 


taken  into 
nip-ht.  Now  it  was  clearly  againit 
vou,  ♦but  I  infilled  upon  dividing 
the  haute:  no  clivifion  can  take 


place  while  you  are  there,  but  to 
go  or  not  I  leave  to  yourfelves.’ 
He  then  allied  the  wit  nets,  it  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  people,  who 
anfwered  4  by  no  means,  for  that 
his  lordship  was  the  only  perfon 
who  could  fpeak  to  them  with  any 
good  Lie  eld  Lord  George  then 
took  hold  of  the  witnefks  gown, 
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and  called  out  to  the  people  4  this 
is  the  clergyman  of  die  Hoiife  of 
Commons.  I  defire  you  wid  a  lie 
him  what  his  opinion  of  the  Popilh 
bill  is,’  and  immediately  he  urged 
the  wit  net's  to  give  it,  who  an- 
fwered  with  great  warmth,  that 
the  only  opinion  he  Hi  oil  ive 

was,  that  all  the  con  fee 
which  might  arife  from  tn  ^su. 
would  be  entirely  owing  .0  him. 
Several  gentlemen  about  them  re¬ 
peat  ed  t h  e fe  words .  Hi s  1  o rd  in i  p 
mad£  no  reply,  but  went  into  the 
houfe.  On  his  crofs -examination, 
lie  faid,  that  he  was  under  no  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind,  or  particular  ap¬ 
prehensions,  till  Lord  George  de- 
ilred  his  opinion,  which  put  him 
into  a  coniiderable  Hurry  of  fpi- 
rits;  that,  the  next  day,  he  com¬ 
mitted  what  had  palled  to  writing, 
and  fent  it  to  the  fpeaker. 

John  Cater,  Efq;  depofed,  that 
being  then  a  member  01  the  houfe, 
as  he  was  going  through  the  paf- 
fage  at  the  top  of  the  Hair- cafe, 
the  houfe  being  under  a  queftion 
they  could  not  decide,  as  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  not  able  to  clear  the 
lobby,  he  heard  and  law  a  perfon 
in  the  lobby,  who  called  aloud  two  : 
or  three  times,  4  Lord  George 
Gordon  i’  and  then  added,  4  My 
lord,  we  are  ordered  to  clear  the 
lobby:  il  your  iordfhip  withes  we 
fhould  clear  it,  we  will  do  it  di¬ 
rectly,  and  without  any  troubled 
The  noble  prifoner  anfwered,  I 
will  tell  you  how  the  cafe  Hands. 

I  have  moved  to  have  your  peti¬ 
tion  taken  now  into  confideration. 
Alderman  Bull  and  two  or  three 
more  are  for  it:  the  reft  are  again  ft 
it:  therefore,  if  you  wifh  your 
petition  fhould  be  now  taken  into 
confideration,  you  may  Hay  for  do 
as  you  pleafel  Ail  in  the  lobby 
were  blent  and  attentive  ;  but,  as 

foon 
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foon  as  the  prifoner  had  faid  this,  Sampfon  Rainsforth,  high  con- 
thty  pulled  oft  their  hats,  and  ftable;  Charles  Jealous  and  Pa- 
cried,  4  Now,  now,  now.’  A  trick  Macmanus,  officers  of  the 
kind  of  paufeenfued.  Lord  George  police  ;  David  Mills,  a  conitable  ; 
then  1c  wned  again  over  the  rail,  Thomas  Gates,  the  city-marftial ; 
and  laid ,  4  Would  you  not  wifli  to  William  Hyde,  Efq;  juftice  of  the 
be  in  t  ic  fame  Rate  they  are  in  peace;  John  Lucy,  one  of  the 
*S;  did  ?’  They  anfwcred,  4  Yes,  Proteftant  Aflociation  ;  and  Bar- 
nd  he  faid  4  Well  well.*  nard  Turner,  commander  of  the 
^  h  Pearfon,  door-keeper  to  London  Military  Affociation;  re- 
the  Hbfflc  of  C  ommons,  depofed,  fpeCtively  gave  evidence  of  the 
with  the  preceding  witneftes,  to  outrages  in  various  parts  of  the 
the  great  crowd  in  the  lobby,  metropolis,  from  Friday  the  2d  of 
mod,  if  not  all,  of  whom,  had  June  till  the  Thurfday  following, 
blue  cockades  ;  and  that  the  ge-  Lord  Porchefter  depofed  that  he 
neral  erv  was,  4  A  reoeal,  a  re-  favv  the  prifoner  in  the  Houfe  of 

4  7  L  7  X 

peal.  No  Popery,  no  Popery  P  Commons  on  Tuefday  the  6th, 
He  faid,  that  Lord  George  came  with  a  blue  cockade  in  his  hat. 
to  the  door  two  or  three  times,  Richard  Pond  fvvore  that  he 
and  faid  4  he  fhould  come  out,  applied  to  the  prifoner  for  a  pro- 
and  let  them  know  what  was  go-  teftion  for  his  houfe;  that  he,  the 
ing  on  in  the  houfe  ;  they  had  a  witnefs,  produced  the  following 
good  caiife,  and  they  had  nothing  papers,  ready  written,  which  his 
to  fear.’  He  came  once,  and  lordfhip  ftgned  in  a  coach,  on  his 
faid,  4  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming  had  affuring  him  that  it  would  be  of 
fpoken  in  their  behalf  like  an  an-  fervice  to  him. 
gel.’  They  crowded  much  upon  ^  reaJ_it  was  literally 

tnp  witnpl.'i.  ivhn  i-Ain.  i  hnrlrnn  s  r  1  r  ,,  , 

as  Toiiowetn : 


the  witnefs,  who  faid,  4  For  God’s 
fake,  gentlemen,  keep  from  the 
door.'  Lord  George  waved  his 
hand,  and  faid,  4  pray,  gentle¬ 
men,  make  what  room  you  can  ; 
your  caufe  is  good,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  fear.’ 

Thomas  Baker,  the  lower  door¬ 
keeper,  -depofed  to  the  great 
crowd  in  the  paflage  to  the  lobby, 
and  to  the  cry  of  4  Repeal  P  No 
Popery,  no  popery  P  On  the 


4  All  true  Friends  to  Proteftants 
v/ill  be  particular,  and  do  no 
injury  to  the  property  of  any 
true  Proteftant,  as  I  am  welt 
aflured  the  proprietor  of  this 
houfe  is  a  ftanch  and  worthy 
friend  to  the  caufe* 

G.  Gordon/ 

The  witnefs’s  under-tenant  be- 


Tuefday  after,  he  faid,  the  crowd  ing  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  (hewed 
was  entirely  kept  out,  and,  as  he  this  protection  to  the  mob  ;  he 
thought,  by  the  conftables.  could  not  fay  that  it  was  any  ic- 

Sampfon  Wright,  Eiq;  juftice  of  curity  to  Ins  hcGe,  but  it  was  not 
the  peace,  depofed  to  his  receiv-  pulled  down.  Mr.  Sherih  1  ugh 
ing  directions  from  the  lords  to  was  with  Tus  lord. nip  when  he 
:lear  the  avenues  of  the  houfe  on  figned  the  paper  :  he  was  not  cei- 
f  rid  ay  the  2d  of  Tune,  and  to  tain  whether  his  lordftup  lead  it. 


cl 

Fv 


the  meafures  he  took  in  purfuance  or  not.  Being  alked,  how  tnis 
of  their  commands*  [F]  P  '?-v 
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paper  came  of  out  liis  hands,  he 
faid  it  was  upon  the  application 
of  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Wilkes. 

John  Dingwall  was  called  to 
prove  the  hand -writing  of  the  pn- 
foner,  but  he  declared  that,  tho’ 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  his 
writing,  and  had  known  him’  from 
his  birth,  he  had  never  feen  him 
write.  On  his  cr ofs - e x a m i n a t f o n, 
being  queilioned  with  regard  to 
what  palled  between  him  and 
Lord  George  the  night  he  was 
with  his  lordxhip  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  in  Map,  the  attorney  general 
oppofed  this  queftion,  observing, 
that  what  Lord  George  faid  might 
be  evidence  againft  himfelf,  but 
could  not  be  evidence  for  him. 
Mr.  Kenyon  faid,  *  that  the 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  on  the  2d  of  June, 
was  or  was  not  legally  aflemblcd  ; 
the  motives  for  which  they  af- 
fembled,  if  Lord  George  was  the 
affembler  of  it,  would  go  a  great 
way  to  fhe.w  whether  they  were 
legally  affembled  or  not.  If  af- 
iembled  for  purpofes  hoftile  to  the 
laws,  it  was  illegal  ;  but  if  Lord 
George  conceived  it  coliflitutional 
to  go  up  with  it,  with  a  confider- 
able  number  of  perfons,  and  if  he 
had  affigned  the  reafon  why  he 
was  fo  to  go  up,  that  it  was  to  re¬ 
move  the  imputation,  that  he  was 
carrying  up  a  petition  with  forged 
names,  be  fubmitted  to  the  court, 
that,  whatever  the  motives  were, 
itconflituted  either  criminality, or 
ahfolved  him  from  the  guilt  with 
which  he  was  charged  }  he  con¬ 
ceived,  therefore,  that,  if  he  could 
demonflrate  what  the  motives  were 
which  induced  him  to  take  the 
people  there,  it  would  go  a  great 
way,  not  only  in  extenuation-  of 
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his  offence,  but  would  totally  ex* 
tirpate  the  crime.’  The  court, 
however,  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  private  declaration  of  the  pri- 
foner  could  be  no  evidence  of  his 
motives,  and  the  vvitnefs  proceed¬ 
ed  no  further. 

General  Skene,  Hugh  Scott, 
Efq;  Robert  Grierfon,  andWnw 
M‘Kenzie,  being  fucceffively  cal!  - 
ed  to  prove  the  riots  in  Scotland 
in  1779?  in  order  to  eflablifh  a 
faff,  faid  by  feveral  witneffes  to- 
be  alluded  to  in  the  prisoner’s  de¬ 
claration  to  the  mob,  the  attorney- 
general  here  clofed  the  evidence 
for  the  crown. 

The  Prifoner’s  Defence* 

Mr.  Kenyon  began  with  ob- 
ferving,  how  much  it  was  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  prifoner,  that 
he  (liould  make  his  defence  at  that 
period,  when,  as  the  attorney- 
general  had  obferved,  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  court  and  the  Jury  mull, 
in  fome  meafure,  be  exhaufled  ; 
lamenting  alfo,  that,  being  very 
little  verfed  in  the  criminal  courts, 
he  felt  himfelf  under  great  agita¬ 
tion  of  mind. 

When  perfons  were  aceufed  of 
adlions  of  great  enormity,  it  wa-s 
natural,  he  faid,  to  enquire  into 
the  motives  of  their  condudl;  and, 
when  the  noble  family  of  the  pri¬ 
foner  and  his  exalted  Ft uation  as 
a  member  of  the  legiflature  were 
conlldered,  it  was  not  reafonabl'c 
to  think  that  his  condudl  could 
be  influenced  by  fucb  motives  as 
had  been  imputed  to  him. 

The  crime  imputed  to  the  pri¬ 
foner,  he  faid,  was  under  an  Add 
[25  Edw.  III. J  enadted  for  the 
wifefl  purpofes,  that  fuch  enor¬ 
mous  crimes  fhould  not  depend 

upon 
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upon  loofe  conflruflion,  but  tFiat 
nun  might  fee,  in  the  plaiu  words 
or  the  ihitutc,  what  they  were  and 
what  they  were  not  to  do.  He 
lamented  that  there  was  filch  a 
phrafe  in  the  1  avv  as  ‘  conflruc- 
tive’  treafon  ;  and  he  believed 
that,  when  this  law  was  ena&ed, 
the  legiflature  had  no  idea,  that 
fuch  a  phrafe  would  find  its  way 
into  the  court  at  Weflrninfler. 

He  next  ccnfured  the  attorney- 
general,  for  addreffmg  himfelf  to 
the  pallions  of  the  jury  by  impro¬ 
per  and  exaggerated  defeription  ; 
talking  of  a  multitude  collected 
together  in  a  way  deferiptive  of 
military  arrangement. 

Re  viewing  now  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution,  he 
came  to  that  of  William  Hay, 
which  he  treated  as  very  fufpi- 
cious.  He  had  contradi&ed  him¬ 
felf  in  hating  that  he  had  feen 
.Lord  Gordon  at  Greenwood’s 
rooms  ;  and  though  his  motives 
for  being  at  all  the  meetings,  and 
at  the  principal  feenes  of  riot, 
were  unaccountable,  his  evidence 
had  afeertained  one  important 
fa£l,  that  in  all  thefe  places  there 
were  perfons  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Lord  George  Gordon, 
and  who  encreafed,  if  they  did 
not  make  the  crowd. 

He  feemed  to  infinuate,  that 
this  witnefs  had  been  tutored  in 
his  evidence  ;  for  he  made  ufe  of 
the  military  terms  1  arrayed’  and 
‘  columns  ;’  although,  in  his  crofs- 
examination,  lie  had  admitted, 
when  afked  whether  Lord  George 
had  defiled  them  to  march  in  co¬ 
lumns  or  divisions,  that  he  had 
ufed  only  the  latter  expreffion. 
^hat  part  of  his  evidence,  viz. 
that  at  the  Crown  and  Rolls  ta¬ 
vern,  lie  had  heard  Lord  George 


fay,  ‘  that,  by  the  king’s  paffing 
the  Quebec  bill,  he  had  brought 
himfelf  to  that  pafs  in  which 
James  II.  was  afterhis  abdication,’ 
he  fiiewed  to  be  not  only  unfup- 
ported  by  any  other  witnefs,  but 
to  be  highly  improbable,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  fufficient  to  do 
away  the  whole  of  his  evidence. 
As  the  fa£l  was  Hated  to  have 
paded  in  the  prefence  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  witnefles,  there  was  no 
doubt,  but  that,  from  the  great 
induflry  of  thofc  concerned  for 
this  profttution,  they  would  ne- 
verhave  neglected  to  procure  more 
witnelfes  to  the  fa£t,  if,  in  reali¬ 
ty,  it  had  any  exigence. 

Dwelling  upon  feveral  incon- 
fiftencies  in  the  evidence  of  this 
witnefs,  and  particularly  upon  his 
hefitating  and  Hammering  in  fome 
parts  of  it,  he  Hated  the  duty  of 
a  jury  in  fuch  a  cafe.  *  If  juries, 
faid  Mr.  Kenyon,  are  to  believe 
witnefles,  meerly  becaufe  they 
will  fwear  to  facts,  juries  are  be¬ 
come  of  little  ufe  indeed.  Thofe, 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
fefiion,  fee  arid  lament  that  there 
is  no  fa£t  whatever  that  witnefles 
may  not  be  brought  to  prove.  It 
is  for  juries,  therefore,  to  judge 
between  the  probable  and  the  im¬ 
probable,  and  to  fee  whether  the 
witnefs  be  fupported  by  other 
witnefiesd 

The  fecond  witnefs,  Mr.  Met-^ 
calf,  had  proved  nothing  material 
again (l  the  prifoner.  The  only 
important  part  of  his  evidence 
was,  that  Lord  George  had  faid, 

‘  that  he  would  go  to  the  gallows 
for  the  cairfe.’  But  this  witnefa 
had  not  heard  on  what  occafion 
this  exprelTion  was  ufed.  It  feems> 
there  had  been  a  contrariety  of 
opinion  at  this  meeting,  whether 
[A]  *  ‘  '  *<* 
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an  Aft  of  Charles  II,  which  pro¬ 
hibited  perfons’, above  the  number 
of  twenty,  carrying;  petitions  to 
the  legislature,  was  ft  ill  in  force 
or  not.  A  gentleman  of  the  law 
then  prefect  had  aficrted  that  this 
Aft  was  ft  ill  fab  lifting,  and  in 
rdurfe  that  all  perfons  who  went 
vi p  with  the  petition  would  be  in¬ 
volved  in  tire  penalties-of  toat  iaw. 
The  prifoner's  language  arofe  from 
a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  {ab¬ 
ject.  Here  Mr.  Kenyon  laid,  that 
iff  his  opinion  this  Aft  was  no 
longer  fubfffting  ;  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was 
exp  refs!  y  levelled  againll  it  ;  as 
we  learn  from  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
that  it  is  the  birth-  right  of  Eng¬ 
lishmen  to  petition  the  legislature  ; 
and,  if  they  do  it'  hi  a  peaceable 
manner,  whether  ligned  by  twenty 
or  two  hundred,  it  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference.  But,  whether  that  Aft 
were  fubfifting  or  not.  Lord 
George’s  words  could  amount  to 
nothing  more  than  a  ftrong  mode 
of  expreffion  how  ftmchhe  thought 
iris  opinion  right. 

The  third  witnefs,  Mr.  An- 
ft  rather,  received  fome  compli¬ 
ments  from.  Mr.  Kenyon  for  the 
Candour  with  which  lie  gave  evi¬ 
dence.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
fuch  an  attentive  evidence,  a  man 
of  fenfe,  and  of  a  Confiderable  Ra¬ 
tion  in  life,  had  ftated  all  that 
really  did  pafs  that  was  material. 
Hence  he  deduced  the  improbabi¬ 
lity'  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Bowen’s 
evidence,  that  Lord  George  had 
laid  that  ‘  the  Scotch  had  no  re¬ 
ft  re  is  till  they  pulled-  down  the 
mafs-houfesd  In  this  Mr.  Bowen 
was  unfupported  by  Mr.  Anflra- 
ther,  Mr.  Cater,  or  any  one  wit¬ 
ness,  to  what  palled  while  Lord 
George  was  fpeaking  from  the 


EGIST  ER,  178ft. 

gallery  to  the  people  in  the  lobby. 
Here  again,  fays  Mr.  Kenyon, 
you  are  left  to  decide  upon  a  very 
important  part  of  the  cafe  upon 
the  credit  of  a  frngle  witnefs. 
This  was  not  becaufe  a  fecond 
witnefs  rrmrht  not  be  called,  if 
the  matter  were  true,  out  it  was 
becaufe  no  induftry  whatever  could 
induce  other  witnefles  to  come 
and  fwear  to  the  fame  language. 
He  did  not,  however,  impeach 
the  integrity  of  Mr.  Bowen.  4  I  do 
not  wonder,’  added  Mr.  Kenyon, 

4  that  parties  are  not  extremely 
accurate  in  their  recolleftion  of 
what  pa  fled  on  that  day.  It  was 
a  day  of  tumult  and  of  much  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind  ;  and  that  this 
gentleman,  at  that  time  was  fright¬ 
ened  ;  that  his  mind  was  agitated  ; 
that  he  conceived  things  which 
perhaps  never  paffed  ;  and  that 
conception- being  once  got  into  his 
mind,  he  has  not  been  able  to  trafe 
the  ideas  from  his  mind  fince.  I 
can  only  fay,  that  this  is  pofiible  ; 
and,  if  you  put  him  into  a  fi.tua- 
ticn  in  which  his  mind  was  agi¬ 
tated,  you  put  him  in  a  fituation 
where  you  cannot  decide  on  the 
impreffions  he  received,  when  he 
is  giving  evidence  againll  a  man 
Handing  in  the  fituation  of  the 
prifoner,  who  was  fo  much  at 
Rake.” 

It  had  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  there  were  other  perfons  in 
the  lobby  befides  thofe  that  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Proteftant  Alfocia- 
tion  ;  and  hence  it  might  be  in¬ 
ferred  that  there  were  many  of 
them.  Mr.  Rainsforth,  one  of 
the  witn-e&s,  called  to  prove  the 
riots  in  different  parts  of  London, 
had  Rated,  that  the  perfon  who 
was  in  the  lobby,  urgent  for  a  re¬ 
peal,  was  a  Col.  Miles,  a  man 
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of  a  different  description  from  thofe 
that  accompanied  Lord  George* 

1  O 

Could  he  be  iufneCted  of  belong- 
ing  to  the  Protethmt  Affiociation  ? 
Yet  he  was  the  perion  who  ha¬ 
rangued,  as  Mr.  Rainsforth  dyled 
it,  the  mob  in  the  lobby,  who 
called  out  4  repeal,  repeal!’  and 
leemed  the  very  foul  of  the  meeting 
fo  got  together.  But  what  did  this 
provei  Not  that  the  perfons  under 
Lord  George  Gordon’s  controul, 
but  that  men  of  a  very  different 
•dcfcription,  under  the  controul  of 
perfons  of  a  very  different  deferip- 
tion,  held  that  converfation  in  the 
lobby  which  had  been  imputed  to 
Lord  George  Gordon  as  criminal. 

o 

But  was  the  prifoner,  by  inference 
and  conjecture  only,  to  be  made 
anfwerable  for  that  guilt,  which 
was  fpecificaliy,  by  witneffes,  at¬ 
tributed  to  others  ? 

Great  pains  had  been  taken  to 
{hew  that  the  members  of  both 
boufes  had  been  interrupted  and 
inful  ted  in  going  to  attend  the  na¬ 
tional  bufmefs.  But  the  evidence 
was  chiefly  hearfay,  and,  in  the 
principal  fadls,  unfupported  but 
by  Angle  witneffes.  One  material 
point  had  indeed  been  fworn  to  by 
Mr.  Hyde,  viz.  that,  when  Lord 
Sandwich  was  attacked,  there  were 
parties  there  with  blue  cockades, 
and  perfons  there  not  with  the 
badges  of  thofe  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  but  men  of  totally  another 
dcfcription,  who  had  different 
banners,  red  and  black  flags,  and, 
therefore,  it  was  probable,  were 
a  very  different  fet  of  people. 

In  fupport  of  this  probability, 
Mr.  Kenyon  next  Hated,  that,  af¬ 
ter  the  many  profecutions  that 
had  been  commenced,  anxious 
and  active  as  the  crown  officers 
had  been,  not  one  individual  con¬ 


nected  with  Lord  George  or  the 
affiociation  had  been  found  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  laws  ;  not  one  of 
them  had  been  inditded..  Lie  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  moft  flagrant 
enormities  had  been  perpetrated. 
But,  if  a  multitude,  not  a  mob 
of  people,  were  got  together,  for 
good,  not  for.  illegal  piirpofes,  at 
lea  If  (which  was  enough  for  him) 
not  for  traiterous  purpofes,  if  the 
jury  could  fuppofe  that  other  peo¬ 
ple  of  bad  principles,  and  with  bad 
defigns,  availing thetnfelves  of  the 
meeting  of  the  affiociation,  got  to¬ 
gether  from  all  corners'  of  the 
town,  and  formed  the  banditti 
that  had  committed  all  the  out¬ 
rages,  how  was  this  to  be  imput¬ 
ed  to  Lord  George  Gordon  ?  The 
attorney-general  had  fa  id,  thaT, 
if  a  man  turn  out  a  wild  bead, 
he  was  guilty  of  murder,  if  a 
man  were  killed  by  it.  4  This,’ 
faid  Mr.  Kenyon,  4  is  not  the  law 
of  the  land,  nor  of  humanity.  If 
a  man  turn  a  wild  bead  into  a 
room  where  death  mull  neceffarily 
enfue,  no  doubt  he  is  as  guilty  as 
if  a  man  (hot  into  a  crowd.  But 
where  a  bead  is  turned  out,  and 
the  probable  confequences  will  no: 
be  that  death  will  enfue,  then  n 
the  crime  to  be  imputed  to  him  •: 
Was  Lord  George  Gordon’s  affo- 
ciation  the  wild  bead  ?  If  he  had 
a  tame  bead  in  his  hand,  and  ano¬ 
ther  taking  occasion  from  the  tame 
bead  being  brought  there,  let  out 
a  wild  bead,  was  he  that  leads  the 
tame  bead  in  his  hand  to  be  an¬ 
fwerable,  becaufe  another  perfea 
opens  a  place,  and  lets  out  a  ty  - 
cer  or  a  hyena  ?’ 

O  * 

4  Lord  George  Gordon,’  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Kenyon,  4  was  %\i  * 
Prefiderit  of  a  Protedant  Aflocia 
tion.  An  Afl  had  pafftd,  which 

right 
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right  or  wrong,  had  given  offence,  the  protection  that  had  been  grant* 
Perhaps,  in  his  opinion,  it  had  ed  by  Lord  George  Gordon.  The 
given  caufelefs  ground  of  offence,  jury,  he  faid,  would  be  (truck 
But,  becaufe  he  differed  from  with  horror  when  they  were  in- 
other  men,  was  he  therefore  to  formed  how  that  happened.  ♦  .ord 
treat  them  as  traitors  to  their  George*  terrified  at  the  riots,  find*? 
country  ?  Our  laws  were  not  like  ing  the  blame  imputed  to  him, 
thofe  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  and  wifhing  to  get  rid  of  fuch  an 
but  were  fubjedl  to  revifion  ;  and  unjuft  imputation,  defired,  as 
it  was  the  duty  of  Englifhmen,  if  would  afterwards  be  proved,  to 
they  thought  there  were  laws  have  accefs  to  his  fovereign.  He 
which  improperly  tolerated  men,  wifhed  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  ma- 
whofe  principles  were  hoflile  to  jefty’s  feet,  to  profefs  his  own  in- 
the  conftitution,  to  petition  par-  nocence,  and  furrow  for  the  confe- 
Hament  to  revife,  or  even  to  re-  quences  that  were  fuppofed  to  re¬ 
peal  fuch  laws.  He  did  not  fay  fult  from  acts  of  his.  The  accefs 
that  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  laVv  to  the  king  was  denied,  but  he 
that  gave  rife  to  the  affociation  ;  was  told,  that  he  ought,  as  a  teft 
but,  if  they  thought  fo,  their  of  his  loyalty,  to  go  into  the  city, 
right  to  petition  wps  unqueftion-  and  fee  if  he  could  do  any  thing 
able.*  to  put  an  end  to  the  riots.  With 

Mr.  Kenyon  now  ftated  the  mo-  this  view  then  he  went  into  the 
lives  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  for  city  ;  but  not  at  the  head  of  the 
affembling  fuch  a  multitude  in  St.  mob,  but  with  one  of  the  conferva  - 
George’s  pields.  He  had  been  tors  of  the  peace,  Mr.  Sheriff 
told  in  the  Houfe  of  Comptons,  Pugh.  4  And  here,’  Mr.  Kenyon 
that  his  petition  could  have  no  added,  4  a  perfon  came,  and  told 
weight,  for  that  the  names  were  him,  if  a  note,  which  he  brought 
forgeries  ;  and  it  was  to  wipe  away  to  him,  was  figned  by  him,  it 
this  foul  afperfion,  tliat  he  wifhed  would  have  a  good  effedf .  Sup- 
the  petitioners  to  attendhim  to  the  pofe  he  had  refufed  to  fign  it,  I 
houfe.  But  they  formed  no  army ;  am  fure  it  would  have  borne  hard 
they  came  with  no  weapons,  no  upon  him  $  his  refufal  would  have 
hoflile  intentions.  They  met  at  been  irpputed  to  wifhesforoutrage 
ten  in  the  morning,  becaufe  that  on  the  houfe  of  a  Roman  Catho- 
was  an  hour  of  fobriety.  Yet  the  lie  ;  and,  had  that  argument  been 
words  array ,  columns ,  and  other  urged  againft  him,  I  fhould  have 
military  terms,  had  been  thunder-  found  fome  difficulty  in  turning 
ed  into  the  ears  of  the  jury.  Such  the  edge  of  it,*  But  he  figned  this 
words  could  not  be  ufed  by  wit-  paper  with  the  mojt  humane  views, 
nefles  for  no  purpofe.  The  pur-  and  yet  this  paper  was  produced 
pofe  muft  be  a  bad  one,  becaufe  to  prove  that  he  adopted  all  the 
ft  diftorted  the  fa£ls  beyond  their  enormities  that  had  been  commit- 
ordinary  force  ;  and,  in  fuch  a  ted  by  mifereants,  with  whom  he 
cafe,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  had  not  the  leaft  connexion, 
was  to  be  fufpe£ied.  Mr.  Kenyon  concluded  with 

Mr.  Kenyon  now  adverted  to  ftating  the  duty  of  juries,  and  con¬ 
fiding 


fiding  in  tli e  good  fenfc,  difecrn- 
ment,  and  impartiality  of  that 
which  he  addrefled. 

Mr.  Erfkinc  then  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  lie  fhould  referve  his 
addrefs  to  the  jury  till  after  the 
witneffes  for  the  prifoner  had  been 
•called.  To  this  the  court  affented  ; 
and  the  attorney  -  general  faid, 
that  he  was  ftire  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  counfel  for  the  profccu- 
tion. 


Evidence  for  the  Prifoner. 

The  Rev.  Erafmus  Middleton, 
LeCturer  of  St.  Bennet’s,  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  the  Proteftant 
Affociation.  He  gave  an  account 
of  its  conftitution,  previous  to  the 
12th  of  Nov.  1779,  when  Lord 
George  Gordon  became  their  pre- 
fident.  Throughout  the  whole 
bufincfs  of  the  affociation  his  lord- 
fhip  had  demeaned  himfelf  in  the 
mod  loyal  manner.  The  witnefs 
had  watched  his  conduCl  with  a 
degree  of  jealoufy,  the  committee 
being  refolved  not  to  allow  any 
converfation  reflecting  upon  any 
people  whatever,  and  particularly 
adminittration.  His  lordfhip  al¬ 
ways  appeared  the  moil  difpab 
donate  of  any  of  them,  and  to 
have  no  other  view  than  Amply 
the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  by  all 
legal  means  to  petition  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  repeal  or  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  ACt.  In  all  private 
converfations  his  lordfhip  had  ex* 
prefled  himfelf  in  terms  of  warm 
attachment  to  the  king,  the  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  the  Proteftant  inte¬ 
reft.  They  were  happy  in  having 
him  for  their  prefident,  both  on 
account  of  his  rank,  his  good  mo* 
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character,  and  his  abilities. 
The  witnefs  being  queftioned  whe¬ 
ther  in  any  of  his  public  fpeeclres 
at  the  affociation  the  prifoner  had 
made  ufc  of  any  difloyal  expref- 
fions,  or  that  he  meant  to  repeal 
the  Bill  by  force  of  arms,  or  by 
intimidation,  he  anfwered  ftrong- 
ly  in  the  negative.  Not  one  ex- 
preflion  was  made  ufe  of  at  their 
meetings  that  was  hoftile  to  go¬ 
vernment.  The  witnefs  then  gave 
an  account  of  much  contrariety 
of  opinion  at  meetings  previous  to 
that  of  the  29th  of  May,  refpeft- 
ing  the  time  and  mode  of  pre- 
fenting  the  petition.  At  thislaft 
meeting  Lord  George  faid,  i  he 
had  been  informed,  that  the  affo- 
ciation  were  againft  going  up  with 
their  petition.  Upon  this  from  all 
parts  it  was  immediately  cried, 

4  No,  my  lord  !’  He  then  made 
the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimoufly.  He  then  propofed 
that  they  fhould  adjourn  to  St. 
George’s  Fields,  as  no  place  could 
contain  the  number  that  fhould 
affemble  ;  that  they  fhould  be  ar¬ 
ranged  in  different  divifions,  that 
he  might  go  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  learn  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole,  with  refpeCI  to  the  mode 
of  taking  up  the  petition  ;  that 
it  had  been  hinted,  that  it  was, 
a  very  eafy  matter  for  a  perfon  to 
write  500  names  to  a  petition,  and, 
that  therefore  it  wasneceffary  they 
fhould  appear  to  their  fubferip- 
tions,  to  convince  the  world  they 
were  not  fictitious.  He  begged 
they  would  drefs  themfelves  de¬ 
cently,  and  to  diftinguifli  them 
from  other  people,  fo  that  no  riots 
might  enfue,  that  they  would  have 
a  cockade  in  their  hats  ;  that  on 
fuch  an  occafion  at  leaft  20,000 
might  attend*  and  that  t-bey 
[j3  |]  fhould 
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fhould  meet  at  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Some  one  objecting,  that 
by  meeting  fo  early  they  mig  ht 
get  to  drinking,  his  lord  {hip  an¬ 
swered,  that  the  Pro  tell  ant  Affo- 
ciation  were  not  drunken  people. 
Another  obferving,  that  the  mi¬ 
litary  might  be  called  out,  he 
faid,  4  he  did  not  apprehend  that  ; 
they  would  be  all  peaceable,  no 
doubt  ;  that  they  fhould  not  fo 
much  as  take  flicks  in  their  hands  ; 
if  there  were  any  riotous  perfon, 
he  begged  that  the  reft  would  give 
him  up  ;  that  if  he  fhould  even 
flrike  any  of  them,  not  to  return 
it,  but  to  take  fuch  perfon  out, 
that  he  might  be  given  up  to  a 
conflable,  and  taken  away.5  His 
lordfhip  further  faid,  that  if  he 
himfelf  vVere  at  all  riotous,  he 
begged  he  might  be  given  up,  for 
he  thought  it  was  a  proper  fpirit 
for  Proteftants ;  and,  to  the  be  ft 
of  this  yvitnefs’s  recollection,  he 
Hid,  ‘-if  they  finite  you  on  one 
cheek,  turn  the  other  alfod  On 
his  crofs  examination,  the  witnefs 
faid,  that  he,  and  feme  others  of 
the  committee,  disapproved  of  the 
petition  being  carried  up  by  the 
general  body,  ‘  Being  a  (Iced  whe¬ 
ther  it  did  not  occur  to  him,  that 
a  petition  prefented  fo  late  in  the 
feffion  could  not,  in  the  ordinary 
courxe  of  proceeding,  produce  a 
Bill  that  feffion  ;  he  anfwered, 
that  it  might  have  been  eafily 
done,  if  it  had  been  as  haftily  gone 
through  as  Sir  George  Savile’s. 

Lord  Stormont  depofedto  Lord 
George  Gordon’s  defirine  to  have 
accefs  to  his  majefly,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  W ednefday  the  7th  of  June, 
as  ftated  in  Mr.  Kenyon’s  fpeech; 
his  meffage  was,  that  4  he  defired 
•jeo  fee  the  king,  becaufe  he  could 
be  of  efjential  fervice  in  fuppref- 
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fing  the  riots.’  Lord  Stormont 
delivered  this  meffage  to  the 
king,  and  returned  with  this  an- 
fvver  :  4  It  is  iinpoffible  for  the 
king  to  fee  Lord  Geotge  Gordon, 
until  he  has  given  proofs  of  ins 
allegiance  and  loyalty,  by  em¬ 
ploying  thole  means  which  he  fays 
he  has  in  his  power  to  quell  the 
diflurbances,  and  reflore  peace  to 
this  capital.  Lord  George  faid, 
that,  4  if  he  might  prefume  to  re  ¬ 
ply,  his  reply  was,  that  his  bell 
endeavours  fhould  be  uied.’ 

Thomas  Evans  depofed,  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  P.  A  ;  that 
being  in  a  coach  in'  Bridge-ftreet, 

O  t-' 

Weftminfter,  011  the  kcond  of 
June,  between  ten  and  eleven  in 
the  forenoon,  he  received  feme 
information  from  Mr.  Smith,  keep¬ 
er  of  the  Guildhall  in  Weftmin¬ 
fter,’  that  the  latter  faid  was  of 
great  confeauence  to  be  communi- 

O  A 

cated  to  Lord  George  Gordon, 
viz.  that  he  had  been  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  that  a  number  of  wea¬ 
vers  from  Spital  Fields- - [Here 

the  court  faid  this  was  no  evi¬ 
dence].  The  witnefs  then  de¬ 
pofed,  that  on  this  information  he 
proceeded  to  Sc.  George's  Fields, 
in  order  to  endeavour  to  find  Lord 
George  Gordon  ;  that  he  faw  the 
Scotch  divifion  formed,  in  the 
center  of  which  was  Lord  George  ; 
that  he  and  one  of  his  friends  got 
out  of  the  coach,  and  with  diffi¬ 
culty  got  to  the  ring-  ;  he  then 
told  his  lordfhip,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  there 
would  be  a  riot  in  Weftminfter,  if 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  attempt¬ 
ed  to  go  to  the  houfe  with  the  pe¬ 
tition  ;  arid  he  afked  him  if  he 
meant  that  the  whole  body  was 
to  attend  him  ?  He  anfwered,.  4  by 
no  means,  by  no  means that  4  he 

intended 
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intended  to  go  to  the  houfe  alone, 
and,  fome  time  after  he  had  been 
there,  the  petition  was  to  follow 
him  to  the  lobby  of  the  houfe, 
and  there  to  wait  till  he  came  out 
to  receive  it.’  The  witnefs  then 
expreffed  his  pleafure  in  hearing 
this,  as  it  would  prevent  the  ene¬ 
my  from  hurting  the  caufe  ;  and 
he  allted  his  lordihip  to  give  him 
leave  to  tell  the  people  fo,  who 
replied,  4  with  all  his  heart/  He 
then  told  the  people,  that  they 
were  to  remain  in  the  fields,  my 
Lord  George  Gordon  intending 
to  go  alone.  He  afterwards  drove 
his  coach  up  to  the  obelifk,  being 
informed  that  tbev  were  forming 
divifons  at  the  ocher  end  of  the 
field.  When  he  came  there,  he 
found  the  people  were  in  a  march¬ 
ing  line,  fix  in  a  row,  with  their 
faces  towards  the  borough;  he 
then  got  out  of  his  coach,  and 
afked  them  what  they  were  going 
to  do  ?  they  anfwered,  4  to  march 
through  the  city  he  then  men¬ 
tioned  what  Lord  George  Gordon 
had  defired  them  to  tell  them,  and 
that  he  was  fure  there  would  be  a 
riot,  if  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
people  went  to  the  houfe.  They 
anfwered,  t;hat  4  he  need  not  be 
afraid  of  that,  for  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  make  none/ 

John  Spinnage  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  the  preceding  witnels, 
with  refpeft  to  the  prifoner’s  fay¬ 
ing,  4  that  he  meant  to  go  up  to 
the  houfe  alone/  The  people  he 
faw  in  the  fields,  he  faid,  had  no 
.weapons  or  flicks,  and  were  far 
from  being  of  the  rabble. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whittingham 
faid  flie  was  in  a  coach  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  on  the  fecond  of 

o 

June.  Lord  George  Gordon  came 
to  the  coach,  and  afked  leave  to 


come  into  it,  which  fhe  gave  ;  he 
was  near  fainting  away  ;  he  got 
into  the  coach.  About  thirty  or 
forty  gentlemen  furrounded  the 
coach,  fo  that  they  could  not 
drive  off.  Thefe  gentlemen  de¬ 
fired  they  might  attend  Lord 
George,  who  begged  they  would 
not,  6  he  would  have  no  affiflance 
at  all,  he  was  very  well/  They 
faid,  4  pray  let  us  attend  you  to 
the  houfe  /  he  anfwered,  4  no, 
by  no  means,  I  fhall  be  greatly 
obliged  to  you,  gentlemen,  if  you 
will  all  go  back  for  he  did  not 
chufe  to  be  attended  by  them. 

Alexander  Johnflon  faid,  that 
he  was  the  la  ft  in  the  proceilion  gf 
the  London  diviiion.  Fie  was  in 
Palace-yard  between  twelve  and 
one.  There  were  no  riots.  He 
then  went  with  fome  friends  to 
dine  in  the  Strand.  About  fix  or 
feven  word  was  brought  to  them, 
that  there  was  a  dilturbance  in 
Palace  yard.  The  company  faid 
to  him,  that  they  had  better  go 
and  try  to  quell  the  mob.  He 
oppofed  this,  faying,  that  they 
(the  mob)  were  no  friends  to  the 
caufe,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  flay  where  they  were.  How¬ 
ever,  at  their  perfuaiions  he  went 
into  Parliament-ftreet.  He  faw 
about  twenty  boys,  and  five  or  fix 
men  ;  they  were  a  fet  of  boys  and 
pick-pockets,  notin  theleafl  like 
the  Proteflant  affociation  ;  they 
were  flopping  a  coach  :  he  feized 
one  of  the  men,  but  was  perfuad- 
ed  to  let  him  go. 

Alexander  Frazer,  one  of  the 
P.  A.  faw  feveral  bodies  of  peo¬ 
ple,  fometimes  a  dozen,  or  fo, 
collected  on  We  ft  minfler -bridge, 
about  twelve  o’clock  on  the  fe¬ 
cond  of  June.  They  had  all  blue 
cockades.  Pic  d;d  not  think  they 

belonged 
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belonged  to  the  petitioners  ;  for 
many  of  them  -were  in  liquor* 
He  went  clofe  to  them,  and  a/ked 
them  if  they  belonged  to  the  Pro- 
teilant  AfFociation  ?  One  of  them 
with  a  great  Hick,  who  feemed  to 
be  in  liquor,  held  up  his  Hick, 

and  faid,  ‘  No,  d - n  it,  this  is 

all  our  affociation.’  What  be¬ 
came  of  them  he  knew  not.  At 
one  o’clock  he  faw  the  dillurb- 
ances  at  the  end  of  Downing- 
flreet.  Theyhadall  blue  cockades. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerk  faid, 
that  he  was  riding  in  St.  George’3 
Fields,  on  the  2d  of  June,  about 
one  o’clock.  Vail  numbers  were 
in  the  fields,  but  the  great  body 
of  them  had  marched  away  to  the 
city.  Thofe  he  faw  in  the  fields 
appeared  to  be  the  better  fort  of 
tradefinen,  all  well  dreffed  decent 
people.  He  a  iked  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  what  was  the  occafion 
of  their  affembling.  They  all 
laid  that  their  defire  was  to  have  a 
Hop  put  to  public  preaching  and 
public  teaching.  They  were  all 
quiet  and  civil  $  but  had  no  par¬ 
ticular  reafon  to  be  fo  to  him,  for 
he  had  never  put  a  blue  cockade  in 
his  hat.  Sir  Philip  then  fpoke  to 
what  he  obferved  afterwards  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  The  people  he  firft  faw  in 
the  lobby  were  not  the  fame,  he 
thought,  who  were  there  very  late 
in  the  evening  ;  for  the  latter  were 
a  lower  kind  of  people,  more  a 
rnob  of  blackguards.  He  only 
heard  part  of  the  converfation 
which  Lord  George  Gordon  held 
to  the  people  in  the  lobby.  What 
he  could  recolle£l  was,  that  Lord 
George  faid,  ‘  the  member  for 
Brift ol  is  now  fpeaking,  he  is  no 
friend  to  your  petition  ;  but  take 
notice,  I  give  you  no  advice,  un- 
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Jefs  it  is  that  you  fhould  be  tem¬ 
perate  and  firm.  On  this  crofs- 
examination  he  gave  a  circumftan- 
tial  account  of  his  being  drag¬ 
ged  on  Tuefday  evening  the  6th, 
in  a  chariot,  with  Lord  George 
Gordon,  to  The  houfe  of  Alder- 
man  Bull,  in  Leadenhall-flreet. 
When  the  mob  took  the  horfes  out 
of  the  carriage,  Lord  George  faid, 
‘  for  God’s  fake,  go  peaceably 
home,  and  go  about  your  bufi- 
nefs  and  whenever  he  could, 
fpeak,  he  faid,  whilfl  you  alfe ru¬ 
ble  in  this  tumultuous  way,  your 
petition  will  never  be  complied 
with,  the  houfe  will  never  confent 
to  it.’  It  was  impoflible  to  take 
more  pains  to  perfuade  people  to 
difperfe  than  lord  George  did. 

Mr.  John  Turner  depofed,  that 
being  in  St.  George’s  Fields  on 
the  2d  of  June,  he  heard  Lord 
George  Gordon  tell  the  people, 
that  4  if  any  thing  had  weight 
with  their  petition  ;  it  would  be 
their  quiet  and  peaceable  beha¬ 
viour,  and,  that  nothing  elfe 
would  do  ;  he  was  informed  fmcc 
he  came  into  the  fields,  that  a 
number  of  perfons  had  come  abroad 
that  day,  on  purpofe  to  raife  a  tu¬ 
mult  and  he  bid  them  *  not  be 
led  away  by  any  fuch  perfons.’ 

Mr.  John  Humphreys  depofed 
to  a  gentleman’s  coming  from 
Lord  George  Gordon,  and  de¬ 
firing  the  people  in  St.  George's 
Fields  not  to  go  up  to  the  houfe  on 
any  confideration,  but  to  d'fperfe, 
for  that  there  was  an  A 61  that  fpe- 
cified  that  only  fo  many  people 
fhould  go  up  with  a  petition. 

Mr.  Sampfon  Hotchkinfon  faid, 
he  was  in  St.  George's  Fields  on 
the  2d  of  June.  Some  advice  be-t 
ing  brought  to  the  ring  by  fome 
mechanical  perfons,  Ld.  George 

Gordon, 
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Gordon  advifed  ‘  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  to  go  up  with  the  petition  ; 
he  would  wifh  to  avoid  all  offence, 
and  it  might  be  attended  with 
contention  and  disorder  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  vvilhed  for  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  to  go.’  Many  ir*  the  ring 
faid,  4  they  were  men  capable  of 
conducing  themfelves  with  peace 
and  order,  and  they  chofe  to  go 
in  perfon.’ 

Mr.  John  Robinfon  faw  the  affo*- 
ciation  in  St.  George's  Fields,  and 
went  in  proceffion  ;  they  were 
very  peaceable  :  in  the  afternoon, 
he  law  the  riots  in  Palace-yard  ; 
they  had  blue  cockades  ;  but  he 
did  not  think  they  belonged  to  the 
affociation. 

Sir  James  Lovvther  faid,  that 
Lord  George  Gordon  requeued  to 
accompany  him  home  in  his  car¬ 
riage,  from  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  on  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  2d.  When  they  were  got  into 
the  carriage,  fome  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  mob  came  about,  and  afked, 
*  Is  the  Bill  to  be  repealed  ?  Lord 
George  faid,  4  I  do  not  know,  I 
hope  it  will,  but  go  home,  be 
quiet,  make  no  riot  nor  noifed 

Mrs.  Youd,  fervant  to  Lord 
George  Gordon,  was  called  to 
prove  that  his  Lordfhip  was  at 
home  at  a  quarter  before  1 1  o’clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  June, 
and  that  he  was  athome  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  following. 
Being  afked  whether  he  did  not  go 
out  any  part  of  thefe  days,  Mr. 
Erikine  laid  he  was  readv,  if  the 
court  thought  it  material,  to  ffiew 
where  hi3  lordfhip  was  every  hour 
and  every  minute  of  thofe  days. 

Mr.  Alderman  Pugh  faid,  that 
lie  was  in  a  coach  with  Ld.  George 
Gordon,  about  three  o’clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  June. 


A  young  man  came  with  half  a 
fheet  of  paper  that  was  written 
upon ;  he  feemed  to  be  in  great 
agony  ;  he  defired  the  prifoner  to 
fet  his  name  to  it  ;  he  faid,  *  his 
houfe  was  in  danger  of  being  de- 
ftroyed,  and  he  wifhed  his  lord¬ 
fhip  would  fign  the  paper.'  The 
witnefs  was  not  clear  whether 
Lord  George  aflced  his  opinion  or 
not,  nor  whether  he  looked  at  it, 
but  his  lordfhip  did  fign  it ;  and 
the  man  feemed  to  go  away  happy. 

The  evidence  for  the  crown  be¬ 
ing  elofed,  Mr-  Erfktne  addreffed 
the  jury  in  a  very  long  fpeech, 
which  he  opened  with  a  very  clear 
and  diftintl  hidory  of  treafon. 
He  dated  the  wifdom  of  our  ancef- 
tors  in  guarding  againft  the  con- 
fequences  of  loofe  and  arbitrary 
condru&ion,  by  the  mod  accurate 
and  explicit  definitions,  and  de¬ 
ducing  hence  a  feries  of  incon-t 
tedable  principles,  he  ltrongly  ex¬ 
horted  the  jury  to  apply  them  to 
the  whole  evidence  before  them. 
Then  commenting  on  the  various 
parts  of  the  evidence  in  the  mod: 
maderly  manner,  he  concluded  with 
thefe  animated  words  :  4  I  may 
now  relieve  you  from  the  pain  of 
hearing  me  any  longer,  and  be 
myfelf  relieved  from  the  pain  of 
fpeaking  on  a  fubjeft  which  agi¬ 
tates  and  didreffes  me.  Since 
Lord  George  Gordon  dands  clear 
of  every  hodile  a£t  or  purpofe 
againd  the  legiflature  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  or  the  properties  of  his  fel¬ 
low  fubjects — fince  the  whole  te¬ 
nor  of  his  conduct  repels  the  be-t 
liefof  the  traitorous  purpofe  charg¬ 
ed  by  the  indi&ment — my  talk  is 
finilhed.  I  fliall  make  no  addrefs 
to  your  pafiions ;  I  will  not  re¬ 
mind  you  of  the  long  and  rigo¬ 
rous  imprifonment  he  has  differ¬ 
ed  ; 
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ed  ;  1  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  his 
great  youth,  of  his  illuftrious 
birth,  and  of  his  uniform;  ani¬ 
mated,  and  generous  zeal  in  parli¬ 
ament  for  the  confutation  of  his 
country.  Such  topics  might  he 
ufeful  in  the  balance  of  a  doubt¬ 
ful  cafe  ;  yet  even  then  I  fhould 
have  trailed  to  the  honed  hearts  of 
Engliihmen  to  have  felt  them  with¬ 
out  excitation.  At  prefent,  the 
plain  and  rigid  rules  of  juftice  are 
fufficient  to  entitle  me  to  your  ver- 
di6t  ;  and  may  God  Almighty, 
who  is  the  fecret  author  of  both, 
£11  your  minds  with  the  deepefl 
impreffions  of  them,  and  with 
virtue  to  follow  thofe  impreffions  ! 
You  will  then  reilore  my  innocent 
client  to  liberty,  and  me  to  that 
peace  of  mind,  which,  fince  the 
protection  of  that  innocence  in  any 
part  depended  upon  me,  I  have 
never  known. 

The  folicitor  general  replied. 
After  which,  Lord  Mansfield 
gave  the  following  charge. 

■  •  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

The  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  in- 
difted  for  that  fpecies  of  high- 
treafon  which  is  called  levying 
war  againft  the  King,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  neceffary  you  fhould  fir  ft 
be  informed  what  is  in  law  a  le¬ 
vying  war  againft  the  King,  fo  as 
to  conftitute  the  crime  of  hio-h- 

t  O 

treaion,  within  the  Statute  of  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  and  perhaps  according 
to  the  legal  figniftcation  of  the 
term  before  that  Statute.  'There 
are  two  kinds  of  levying  war:  — 
one  againft  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
to  imprifon,  to  dethrone,  or  to 
-kill  him  ;  or  to  make  him  change 

r  c J 

meafnres,  or  remove  cOunfellors  : 
—the  other,  which  is  laid  to  be 
levied  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king,  or,  in  other  words,  againft 
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him  in  his  regal  capacity  ;  as 
when  a  multitude  affiemble  to  at¬ 
tain  by  force  any  objeft  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  public  nature  ;  that  is  levy¬ 
ing  war  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king  ;  and  molt  reafonabby  foheld, 
becaule  it  tends  to  diffiolve  all  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  deftroy  pro¬ 
perty,  and  to  overturn  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  by  force  of  arms,  to 
reftrain  the  king  from  reigning  ac¬ 
cording  to  law. 

Infurreff  ions,  by  force  and  vio¬ 
lence,  to  raife  the  price  of  wages- 
to  open  ail  prifons,  to  deftroy 
meeting-houfes,  nay,  to  deftroy 
all  brothels,  to  refill  the  execution 
of  militia  laws,  to  throw  down  all 
inclofures,  to  alter  the  eftablifhed 
law,  or  change  religion,  to  redrefs 
grievances  real  or  pretended,  have 
all  been  held  levying  war.  Manv 
other  ihftances  might  be  put.  Lord 
Chief  juftice  Holt,  in  Sir  John 
Freirtd’s  cafe,  fays,  i  if  perfons  do 
affiemble  themfelves  and  a6t  with 
force  in  opposition  to  feme  law 
which  they  think  inconvenient, 
and  hope  thereby  to  get  it  repeal¬ 
ed,  this  is  a  levying  war  and  trea- 
fon.’  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  don't 
reft  upon  an  implication  that  they 
hoped  by  oppolition  to  a  law  to 
get  it  repealed,  but  the  profecu- 
tion  proceeds  upon  the  dire 61 
ground,  that  the  objeft  was,  by 
force  and  violence,  to  compel  the 
legislature  to  repeal  a  law  ;  and 
therefore  without  any  doubt,  I 
tell  you  the  joint  opinion  of  us 
?J],  that  if  this  multitu  le  affiem- 
bled  with  intent,  by  a6ls  of  force 
and  violence,  to  compel  legifla- 
ture  to  repeal  a  law,  it  is  high- 
treafon.  1 

Though  the  form  of  an  indict¬ 
ment  for  this  fpecies  of  treafon 
mentions  drums,  trumpets,  arms, 

fvvords, 
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fwords,  fifes,  and  guns,  yet  none 
of  thefe  circumftances  are  effen- 
tial.  The  queftion  always  is, 
whether  the  intent  is,  by  force 
and  violence,  to- attain  an  object 
of  a  general  and  public  nature,  by 
any  in  ilruipents,  or  by  dint  of 
their  numbers.  tvh  oever  incites, 
adviles,  encourages,  or  is  any  way 
aiding  to  fuch  a  multitude  io  af- 
fembled  with  fuch  intent,  though 
he  does  not  personally  appear 
among*  them,  or  with  his  own 

to 

hands  commit  any  violence  what- 
foever,  yet  he  is  equally  a  princi¬ 
pal  with  t'nofe  who  aid,  and  guilty 
of  high-treafon. 

Having  premifed  thefe  propor¬ 
tions  as  the  ground-work  of  your 
deliberation  upon  the  points  which 
will  be  left  to  you,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  lay  a  matter  which  you 
have  heard  a  great  deal  upon  at 
the  bar  totally  out  of  the  cafe. 
Whether  the  Bill,  called  Sir 
George  Savile’s,  was  wife  or  ex- 
pedi.ent — whether  the  repeal  of  It 
would  have  been  right  or  wrong — 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  trial. 
Whether  grievances  be  real  or 
pretended — whether  a  law  be  good 
or  bad — -it  is  equally  high-treafon, 
by  the  ftrong  hand  of  a  multitude, 
to  force  the  repeal  or  redrefs. 

Thus  much  let  me  fay,  it  is 
moft  injurious  to  fay  this  Bill, 
called  Sir  George  Savile’s,  is  a 
toleration  of  Popery.  I  cannot 
deny,  that,  where  the  fafety  of 
the  Hate  is  not  concerned,  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  men  fhould  not 
be  punifhed  for  mere  matter  of 
conscience,  and  barely  worship¬ 
ping  God  in  their  own  way:  but 
where  what  is  alledged  a3  matter 
of  confcience  is  dangerous  or  pre¬ 


judicial  to  the  ftate,  which  is  the 
cafe  of  Popery,  the  fafety  of  the 
flate  is  the  fupreme  layv,  and  an 
erroneous  religion,  fo  far  as  upon 
principles  of  found  policy  that 
fafety  requires  ought  to  be  re¬ 
trained  and  prohibited;  no  good 
man  has  ever  defended  the  many 
penal  laws  againft  Pap  its  upon 
any  other  ground  :  but  this  Bill  is 
not  a  toleration,  it  only  takes 
away  the  penalties  of  one  Act  out 
of  many. 

They  are  till  fubjebts  to  all  the 
penalties  created  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth;  and  yet  you 
know  Queen  Elizabeth  fucceeded 
to  the  crown  foon  after  a  cruel  ty¬ 
rant  of  rhe  Popifh  religion.  The 
Reformation  was  etablifhedin  her 
reign.  She  was  excommunicated 

c 

by  the  pope,  and  her  dominions 
given  away.  Her  next  heir  was  a 
bigotted  Papift*.  She  was  ex- 
poled  to  many  plots  of  affaffine- 
tion  ;  therefore  found  policy,  and 
even  the  prefsrvation  of  her  life, 
during  her  reign,  called  for  many 
penal  laws  againt  Papits. 

This  Acl  repeals  no  penalty 
enabled  in  the  reign  of  King 
James  the  Firt;  yet  in  that  reign 
the  provocations  given  by  Papifts 
were  great.  It  began  with  the 
Gunpowder  Plot;  and  no  wonder 
fevere  laws  were  made  againft 
them. 

This  A£t  repeals  no  law  made 
in  the.  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second  ;  and  yet  you  know  the 
dread  of  a  Popifh  fucceffor,  and 
the  jealoufy  of  the  court  at  that 
time,  occalioned  many  penal  laws 
to  be  made  againft  Papilts. 

In  the  reign  of  William  the 
Third,  the  fecurity  of  the  new  go- 
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Vernment  made  penal  laws  agairvft 
Papifts  neceflary  ;  yet  this  bill  re¬ 
peals  none  made  during  the  ftrft 
ten  years  of  his  reign  :  it  only  re* 
peals  feme  additional  penalties  in¬ 
troduced  by  an  A  61  that  palled  at 
the  end  of  his  reign,  which  is  no- 
torioully  known  to  have  been 
countenanced  or  promoted  by  him. 
Therefore  be  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  called  Sir  George  Savile’s, 
e.s  it  may,  it  is  totally  a  mifrepre- 
fentation  to  infer  from  thence 
that  Papifts  are  tolerated.  It  is  a 
cry  to  raife  the  blind  fpirit  of  fa- 
naticifm,  or  enthufiafm,  in  the 
minds  of  a  deluded  multitude, 
which,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
has  been  the  caufe  of  much  ruin 
and  national  deftrudtion.  But  I 
have  already  told  you  the  merits 
of  this  law  are  totally  immaterial 
upon  this  trial  ;  and  nothing  can 
b e  fo  di ftio n  ou rable  to  go v  ern  in  e n t , 
as  to  be  forced  to  make,  or  to  re¬ 
peal,  by  an  armed  multitude,  any 
law  ;  from  that  momentthere  is 
an  end  of  all  legislative  autho¬ 
rity. 

There  is  another  matter  I  muft 
mention  to  you,  before  I  come  to 
Rate  the  queftions  upon  which  you 
are  to  form  a  judgment,  and  fum 
up  the  evidence,  from  which  that 
judgment  is  to  be  a  conclusion. 

A  doubt  has  faintly  been  thrown 
out  at  the  bar,  whether  it  is  lawful 
to  attend  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  with  more  than  ten 
perfons?  Upon  dear-bought  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  confequence  of  tu¬ 
multuous  aftemblies,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  carrying  and  fupporting 
petitions,  an  A 61  of  Parliament 
palTed  in  the  reign  of  King  Char¬ 
les  the  Second,  forbidding,  under 
a  penalty,  more  than  ten  perfons 
to  attend  a  petition  to  the  king,  or 


cither  houfe  of  parliament :  but  it 
is  faid,  that  the  law  is  repealed 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights.  I  fpeak  the 
joint  opinion  of  us  all,  that  the 
Act  of  Charles  the  Second  is  in 
full  force  ;  there  is  not  the  colour 
for  a  doubt  :  tl^e  Bill  of  Rights 
does  not  mean  to  meddle  with  it 
at  all  :  it  afferts  the  right  of  the 
fubje6t  to  petition  the  king,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  commit¬ 
ments  for  fuch  petitioning ;  which 
alluded  to  the  cafe  of  the  bilhops 
in  King  James’s  reign,  who  peti¬ 
tioned  the  king  and  Were  com¬ 
mitted  for  it.— -But  neither  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  nor  any  other  fta- 
tute,  repeals  this  A£t  of  Charles 
the  Second  :  and  Mr.  Juftice 
Blackftone,  in  his  Commentaries, 
treats  of  this  A 61  as  in  full  force; 
and,  as  i  have  told  you,  w'C  are  all 
of  that  opinion  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  the  attending  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  more  than 
ten  perfons  is  criminal  and  illegal. 
—  Having  premifed  thefe  feveral 
propofitions  and  principles,  the 
fubjeft- matter  for  your  confider- 
ation  naturally  refolves  itfelf  into 
two  points. 

Firft,  Whether  this  multitude 
did  affemble  and  commit  a£Is  of 
violence  with  intent  to  terrify  and 
compel  the  legislature  to  repeal 
the  A61  called  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile’s.- — If  upon  this  point  your 
opinion  ftiould  be  in  the  negative, 
that  makes  an  end  of  the  whole, 
and  the  prifoner  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted  ;  but  if  your  opinion  ftiould 
be,  that  the  intent  of  this  multi¬ 
tude,  and  the  violence  they  com¬ 
mitted,  wTas  to  force  a  repeal, 
there  arifes  a  fecond  point- — 

Whether  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
incited,  encouraged,  promoted,  or 
aftifted  in  raiftng  this  infurre6tion, 

and- 
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nnd  the  terror  they  carried  with 
them,  with  the  intent  of  forcing 
a  repeal  of  this  law. 

Upon  thefe  two  points,  which 
you  will  call  your  attention  to, 
depends  the  fate  of  this  trial  ;  for 
if  either  the  multitude  had  no 
fuch  intent,  or  fuppoling  they 
had,  if  the  prifoner  was  no  caufe, 
did  not  excite,  and  took  no  part 
in  conducting,  counfelling,  or 
fomenting  the  infurre&ion,  the 
prifoner  ought  to  be  acquitted  y 
and  there  is  no  pretence  that  he 
perfonally  concurred  in  any  aCt  of 
violence. 

[His  lord  fit  ip  now  fummed  up 
the  evidence  verbatim  to 
the  jury  ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which  lie  told  them,  that 
he  obferved  that  molt  of 
them  had  taken  very  full 
notes — that  he  purpofely 
avoided  making  any  ob- 
fervalions  upon  the  evi- 

L 

dence,  chufing  to  leave  it 
to  themfelves  ;  then  con¬ 
cluded  as  follows  : 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  on  either  fide  : 
you  will  weigh  this  evidence,  and 
afl  the  obfervations  made  at  the 
bar,  or  which  occur  to  yourfcives, 
upon  it — I  avoid  making  any. 
The  points  for  you  to  determine 
are — Whetherthis  multitude  were 
affembled  and  acted  with  an  intent, 
to  force  a  repeal  ot  this  called 
Sir  George  Savile’s  A£t  ;  and  if 
you  think  fuch  was  their  intent, 
whether  the  (hare  the  prifoner  had 
in  getting  together  fuch  a  number 
of  people  to  go  down  to  the  Houle 
of  Commons — in  meeting  them  in 
St.  George’s  Fields — in  talking  to 
them  in  the  lobby — in  wearingthe 
cockade  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
or  in  any  other  part  of  his  con- 
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dudt — had  the  fame  intent  by  the 
terror  of  an  outrageous  multitude, 
and  the  violences  they  committed 
and  threatened,  to  force  a  repeal 
of  this  A£t.  It  there  was  no  fuch 
intention,  either  in  the  mob  or  in 
the  prifoner,  he  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted:  but  if  you  think  there 
was  Inch  an  intent  in  the  multi¬ 
tude,  encouraged,  incited,  or  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  prifoner,  then  you 
ought  to  find  him  guilty. 

if  the  fcale  Ihould  1  lang  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  you  are  not  fully  fatisfied 
that  he  is  guilty,  you  ought  to 
lean  to  the  favourable  fide,  and 
acquit  him. 

The  court  fat  at  eight  o’clock 
on  the  Monday  morning; 
and  at  three  quarters  after 
four  on  the  Tuelday  morn¬ 
ing  the  jury  withdrew. 
They  returned  into  court 
at  a  quarter  after  live 
o’clock  with  a  verdict  find. - 
the  prifoner 

NOT  GUILT  A 


Particulars  of  the  'Trial  of  M •  De 
la  Motte,  on  a  charge  of  High 
Treafon. 

ON  Saturday  morning  the  14th 
of  July,  at  9  o’clock,  M. 
De  la  Motte  was  brought  from 
Mew-Prifon,  Clerkenwell,  to  the 
Old-Bailey,  and  having  challeng¬ 
ed  feveral  of  the  jurymen,  twelve 
were  chofen,  after  which  his  trial 
came  on.  The  counfel  who  at¬ 
tended  on  behalf  of  the  crown 
were,  the  attorney  and  follicitor 
general,  Mr.  Howarth,  and  Mr. 
Norton.  For  the  prifoner,  Mr. 
Lunning  and  Mr.  Peckham.  The 

indidtmeni 
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indictment  confided  of  numerous 
counts,  the  frit  of  which  charged 
M.  De  la  Motte  with  compaiiing 
the  death  of  the  king,  and  the 
others  laid  divers  overt  a&o  of  a 
treatonabie  connection  with  the 
French  court  to  deftroy  the  naval 
power  of  this  country. 

The  drib  witnefs  examined  was 
Stephen  Radcliffe,  who  had  a  vef- 

x 

fel  conffantly  going  to  Boulogn, 
and  was  frequently  the  carrier  of 
packets  front  the  prifoner  to  the 
French  commifiary.  His  pay  was 
2g1.  for  every  trip  to'  the  conti¬ 
nent. 

The  next  witnefs,  Mr.  Rougher, 
proved  the  engagement  of  himfelf 
and  Radcliffe  in  the  for  vice  of  the 
prifoner  ;  that  he  received  eight 
guineas  a  month  for  his  trouble  in 
forwarding  packets,  and  alio  all 
his  charges  from  Dover  to  Lon¬ 
don,  when  he  waited  on  the  pri¬ 
foner  in  town  :  that  aMr.Waltern 
was  concerned  in  the  bulinefs  with 
the  prifoner,  and  letters  frequent¬ 
ly  came  from  France  directed  to 
himfelf,  which  he  never  opened, 
but  delivered  to  the  prifoner  or 
Mr.  Waitin',  knowing  they  were 
for  thofe  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Stewart  depofed  to  having 
received  from  Radcliffe  feveral 
packets  intended  for  an  Eng]ifh 
merchant  at  Boulogn,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  an  agent  for  the 
French  miniftry  ;  but  which,  iit- 
itead  of  forwarding,  he  hopped 
and  communicated  to  Lord'Hillf- 
bo rough,  who  took  copies  of  all, 
and  then  returned  them  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  who,  by  his  lord  {Kip's 
order  fent  them  to  Boulogn,  and 
by  this  contrivance  the  fchemes  of 
the  prifoner  were  frukrated,  by 
government  having  a  previous 
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knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
various  packets. 

,  Sir  Stanyer  Porter.,  of  Lord 
Hilliborouglfis  office, depofed  that 
he  received  a  packet  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  in  July  ;  that  he  copied 
one  of  the  letters  himfelf,  and 
had  others  copied  for  him,  and 
then  put  the  originals  again  into 
the  cover  and  delivered  them  to  i 
the  poll  ;  another  of  the  fecond  of 
AiigufRand  force  others  after  that 
time,  received  in  like  manner, 
were  copied,  and  put  into  the 
Poll-Office,  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  with  orders  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  their  dedication. 

On  crofs- examination  Sir  Stan¬ 
yer  find,  he  delivered  the  papers 
to  a  Mr.  Maddifon,  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  clerks  in  the  Pofl- 
Qffice,  but  he  could  not  recoiledf 
to  which  perfon  of  the  three 

Here  an  argument  arofe,  whether 
or  not  thefe  copies  of  letters  ought 
to  be  admitted  as  evidence  ;  the 
conn  fel  for  the  profecution  con¬ 
tending,  that  the  copies  being  au¬ 
thenticated,  were  as  admiffible  as 
the  originals  ;  and  the  counfel  for 
the  prifoner  concluding  they  were 
not,  and  Mr.  Peckham  even  going  ; 
fo  far  as  to  contend,  that  if  the  ori¬ 
ginals  therpfelves  were  produced 
they  would  not  be  admiffible,  as 
nor.  being  proved  to  have  be,en 
delivered  from  M.  De  la  Motte  to 
Radcliffe,  and  not  appearing  the 
author  of  them  from  any  hand¬ 
writing  or  fignature ;  to  which  I  aft 
obfervation  it  was  anfwered,  that 
Radcliffe  received  the  packets  from 
Rougier,  which  Rougier  received 
from  De  la  Motte,  and  thus  the 
chafm  was  filled  up  ;  but  here  a 
doubt  arofe,  whether  the  letters 
which  were  copied  by  Sir  Stanyer 

/  Porte  n 
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Portcn  were  the  identical  letters 
lo  traceable  to  De  la  Motte  thron  ,>-h 
RadclifFe,  an  d  th  rough  Rougier, 
in  order  to  complete  the  chain  ne- 
cefTary  to  make  the  copies  admif- 
Fible. 

The  conftable  who  apprehended 
the  prifoner,  proved,  that  lie 
threw  feveral  papers  out  of  his 
waiftcoat  pocket,  which  being 
read,  appeared  to  be  an  account, 
comprehending  all  the  particulars 
of  Governor  Johnftone’s  fquadron, 
and  intelligence  of  our  marine  in 
the  different  ports,  their  deftina- 
tion  and  condition,  both  with  re¬ 
gard  to  victualling  and  ftrength. 

Mr.  Slater,  the  king’s  meffen- 
ger,  depofed,  that  he  took  Mr. 
Lutterloh  into  cuflody  at  hishoufe 
at  Wickham,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Portfmouth  ;  that  Mr. 
Lutterloh  mad  a  free  confefiioti 
of  his  guilt,  aad  by  his  direction 
lie  found  a  bundle  of  papers  in 
the  garden,  feveral  of  which  were 
the  hand  writing  of  the  prifoner, 
directed  to  the  Commandant  of 
Breft,  and  others  to  the  Com¬ 
mandant  of  Cadiz,  together  with 
inftruCtionsto Mr.  Lutterloh,  from 
the  prifoner,  preferibing  a  mode 
of  conduct  during  their  connec¬ 
tion  in  the  treafonable  confpiracy 
againft  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Lutterloh  was  next  called 
and  histeftimony  was  of  fo  ferious 
a  nature,  that  the  court  feemed  in 
a  Hate  of  aftonifhment  during1  the 

O 

whole  of  his  long  examination. 
He  faid,  that  he  embarked  in  a 
plot  with  the  prifoner  in  the  year 
1778  to  furnifli  the  French  court 
with  fecret  intelligence  of  the 
navy  ;  for  which  at  firft  he  receiv¬ 
ed  only  eight  guineas  a  month  ; 
the  importance  of  his  information 
appeared,  however,  fo  clear  to  the 
Vol.  XXIV. 


the  prifoner,  that  he  fhortly  after 
allowed  him  fifty  guineas  a  month 
be  fide  3  many  valuable  gifts  ;  that 
upon  any  emergency  he  came  poft: 
to  town  to  M.  De  la  Motte,  but 
common  concurrences  relative  to 
their  treaty  he  fent  by  the  poft. 
He  identified  the  papers  found  in 
his  garden,  and  the  feals,  he  faid, 
were  M.  De  la  Motte’s*  and  well 
known  in  France.  He  had  been 
to  Paris  by  direction  of  the  pri¬ 
foner,  and  was  elefetted  with. 
Monfieur  Sartine,  the  French  mi- 
nifter.  t  He  had  formed  a  plan  for 
capturing  Governor  Johnftone’s 
fquadron,  for  which  he  demanded 
8coo  guineas,  and  a  third  (hare  of 
the  Ihips  to  be  divided  amongft 
the  prifoner,  himfelf,  and  his 
friend  in  a  certain  office,  but  the 
French  court  would  not  agree  to 
yielding  more  than  an  eighth  {hare 
of  the  fquadron.  After  agreeing 
to  enable  the  French  to  take  the 
commodore,  he  went  to  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  and  offered  a  plan  to 
take  the  French,  and  to  defeat  his 
original  project  with  which  he  had 
furnifhed  the  French  court.  Mr. 
Dunning  was  wearied  out  in  crofs- 
examining  this  witnefs,  and  de- 
dared,  he  was  fo  {hocked  that  he 
mu  ft  retire;  and,  after  flaying  up 
ftairs  fome  time,  he  went  home 
extremely  ill.  Mr.  Peckham  then 
for  a  long  time  queftioned  the  wit¬ 


nefs. 


On  being  feverely  queftioned  by 
Mr.  Dunning,  Lutterloh  gave  a 
fhort  abftradl  of  his  life,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  circumftanccs  : — About  fif¬ 
teen  years  fince  he  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  upon  a  vifit  to  an  uncle,  who 
was  ambaftador  from  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  ;  and  going  to  a  Mr. 
Taylor’s  to  learn  Englifti,  he  be- 

IQ1  «am® 
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came  enamoured  of  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  daughter,  and  married  her 
whereby  he  incurred  the  difplea- 
fure  of  his  relations.  Being  re¬ 
duced  to  diflrefs,  he  engaged  as 
a  livery  fervant  to  Capt.  Philips, 
upon  quitting  whofe  fervice  he 
lived  in  the  fame  capacity  with 
Mr.  Wildman  of  Lincoln’s  Inn. 
Being  difmifled  from  Mr.  Wild- 

o 

man  he  took  a  chandler's  mop 
in  Great  Wild-ftreet,  and  having 
accepted  the  drafts  of  a  relation 
to  a  conliderable  amount,  he  was 
much  haraffed  by  the  prefling  im¬ 
portunities  of  his  creditors,  to 
avoid  whofe  importunities  he  re¬ 
tired  to  Germany,  fome  time  after 
which  he  returned  to  England, 
and  availed  himfelf  of  an  iniolvent 

A&. 

Being  at  Portfmouth  during  the 
late  naval  review7,  he  gained  em¬ 
ployment  as  book-keeper  at  the 
George  Inn.  In  this  htuation  he 
projected  a  feheme  for  purchafing 
arms  in  the  petty  German  ftates 
for  the  ufe  of  America,  and  vifited 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  promote  this  plan,  which 
however  was  not  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  after  this  commenced 
his  connection  with  the  prifoner. 

tie  acknowledged,  that  he  fup- 
piied  the  prifoner  with  accounts 
of  the  Hate  of  the  Weft- India  fleet, 
the  number  of  fick  and  wounded 
at  Haflar,  in  a  letter  direCted  to 
Mr.  John  Tweed,  of  Philpot-Iane, 
London,  and  that  other  informa¬ 
tion  was  conveyed,  under  cover 
of  franks,  to  Mr.  Wall,  of  Little 
Carrington-ftreet,  May-fair,  who 
deals  in  pamphlets,  news -pa¬ 
pers,  &c. 

He  further  confeffed,  that  in 
violation  of  a  folemn  engagement 
with  the  prifoner,  wherein  it  was 


ftipulated,  that  they  fhould  on  no 
conftderation  betray  each  other, 
after  being  raifed  from  a  ftate  of 
the  moft  extreme  indigence  to  inde¬ 
pendency  with  refpeft  to  pecuniary 
circumftances,  by  his  generofity, 
he  had,  with  a  view  to  make  fome 
reftitution  to  the  country  he  had 
been  fo  induftrious  to  injure,  but 
more  with  a  defign  to  enrich  him¬ 
felf,  communicated  the  whole  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  iniquitous  fchemes 
in  which  he  had  been  engag  ed. 

He  was  a  Heed  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
whether,  immediately  after  leav¬ 
ing  the  grand  jury,  when  the  in¬ 
dictment  was  preferred,  he  did 
not  fay  to  Rondeau,  that  there 
was  not  evidence  for  finding  a  Bill 
without  the  fab; s  to  which  he  was 
to  fwear,  but  i  hat  his  depositions 
would  caufe  De  la  Motte  to  be 
conviCted,  in  which  cafe  he  fhould 
derive  great  profit.  This  he  de¬ 
nied  ;  but  owned  he  had  offered 
to  lay  a  wager  that  De  la  Motte 
would  be  hanged.  ■  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  which  he,  the  wit- 
nefs,  had  fworn  to  be  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  De  la  Motte,  relative 
to  the  ftate  of  our  fleet,  rates, 
guns,  weight  of  metal,  outfit, 
commanders,  deftination,  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  &c.  &c.  were 
read,  and  appeared  to  contain  the 
moft  precife,  and  we  prefume,  ac¬ 
curate  accounts,  which  fully  con¬ 
firmed  the  obfervation  made  by  the 
attorney- general,  on  his  opening 
the  profecution,  and  which  he 
faid  ought  to  be  much  regretted, 
“  that  the  great  fums  the  prifoner 
had  to  difpofe  of  enabled  him  to 
carry  corruption  to  very  great  and 
dangerous  lengths.” 

Mr.  Rouffeau  depofed,  that  on 
the  day  when  the  indiCfment  was 
preferred  before  the  grand  jury, 

Lutter- 
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Lutterloh  expreffed  forrovv  for  toe 
melancholy  fituation  of  Dc  la 
Motte,  faying  at  the  fame  time  he 
would  be  hanged,  for  the  miniftry 
would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity 
that  was  afforded  them  of  gratify¬ 
ing  their  vengeance  ;  and  adding, 
that  he  wifbed he  viivht  be  hanged* 

y  y  o  7 

for  he  could  do  his  bufuiefs  better 
without  hi m. 

Mr.  Lepel  depofed,  that  he 
knew  Lutterloh  when  he  kept  a 
chandler  s-fhop  in  Wila-ffreet,  at 
which  time  he  propofed  to  this 
deponent  a  plan  for  purchaling 
25,000  (land  of  arms  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Americans,  whereby,  being 
affiffed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  fome 
German  officers,  ra  large  fortune 
might  be  raifed.  f\ 

Mr.  Wildman  Jfwore,  that  in 
1 7  70,  or  1771,  Lutterloh  lived  with 
him  as  a  fervant,  during  which  time 
an  accident  happened  (alluding 
to  his  bureau  being  broken  open 
and  rifled  of  about  80  or  90I.)  but 
he  did  not  pretend  to  affert,  that 
Lutterloh  had  been  the  robber  ; 
but  his  fufpicions,  and  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  gave  birth  to  them, 
were  fuch  as  to  fully  juftify  him 
in  his  own  confcience  to  refufe 
Lutterloh  a  character  when  he  dif- 
mifled  him  from  his  fervice. 

After  the  examination  of  other 
witneffes  to  collateral  circum- 
ffances,  Mr.  Peckham  arole  and 
combated  the  whole  of  the  charge; 
and  contended,  that  both  in  point 
of  law  and  fact,  the  indictment 
muff  fall  to  the  ground,  for  that 
the  overt  a  efts  were  not  proved, 
and  as  to  the  papers  defcribirtg  the 
ffate  of  our  fleet,  and  the  lick  and 
Wounded  feamen,  they  were  no 
more  than  what  mipdit  be  every 
day  read  in  a  news-paper.  Fie 
entered  into  the  hiftory  of  M.  De 
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la  Motte,  faid  he  was  a  French  no¬ 
bleman,  and  he  would  not  call 
him  prifoner,  but  an  unfortunate 
gentleman,  brought  to  the  bar  for 
his  life  through  the  Contrivance  of 
a  witncfs,  with  whom  M.  De  H 
Motte  had  been  acquainted,  and 
who,  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  pu- 
nifhment,  had  charged. the  offence; 
of  a  treafonalfle  correfpondence 
upon  M.  De  la  Motte.  He  took 
many  other  liberties  with  Mr. 
Lutterloh  in  the  courfe  of  his  ob- 
fervations,  and  having  ufed  many 
arguments  to  ihew  that  M.  De  la 
Motte  had  acfted  only  as  a  trader 
from  England  to  France,  and  that 
the  crime  charged  was  more  im¬ 
putable  to  M.  Lutterloh,  he  called 
two  witneffes  to  impeach  his  cha¬ 
racter,  but  they  failed  in  fuch  kind 
of  proof. 

The  folicitor-geileral  was  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  reply,  and  de¬ 
fended  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lut¬ 
terloh  ;  and  Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  at 
nine  o’clock  began  to  charge  the 
jury  ;  in  the  courfc  of  which,  he 
faid,  that  collecting  intelligence 
for  the  purpofe  of  furmfhing  our 
enemies,  was  hightreafon. 

The  jury,  after  a  fhort  deliber¬ 
ation,  pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty,  &c.  as  has  been  already 
related,  in  our  Chronicle  for  July^ 
p.  1  84. 

M.  De  la  Motte  was  about  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height,  50  years 
of  age,  and  of  a  comely  counte¬ 
nance  ;  his  deportment  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  genteel,  and  his  eye  was  ex-> 
preflive  of  ftrong  penetration.  He 
wore  a  white  cloth  coat  and  a 
linen  waiftcoat,  worked  in  tam¬ 
bour.  After  fentence  Mr.  Aker- 
man’s  fervants  prepared  to  re- 
conduct  him  to  prifon,  but  being 
ignorant  of  their  defign,  he  fat  id 
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the  chair  in  which  he  had  fat  dur¬ 
ing  almoft  the  whole  of  the  trial, 
but  upon  the  matter  being  ex¬ 
plained  to  him,  he  rofe,  paid  a 
polite  obedience  to  the  court  and 
retired. 


Copy  of  Lord George  Gordon’s  Cor- 
refpondertce  'with Lord  North  and 
Lord  Southampton,  September 

3,  n*1- 

'To  the  Right  Non.  Lord  North, 
Firft  Lord  cj  the  Treafury ,  Lc. 
<Lc.  &c. 

i(  My  Lord, 

ii  f  |  A  H  E  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Pro- 
teftant  intereft  at  Edinburgh,  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  intruft  to 
my  care  a  very  valuable  book  to 
be  delivered  to  the  king.  It  is 
entitled  Scotland's  Oppofttion  to  the 
Popijb  Billy  and  contains  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  all  the  declarations  and  re - 
folutions  publifhed  by  the  General 
Aftembly  of  the  church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  the  different  provincial 
fynods,  prefbyteries,  affociate  pref- 
byteries,  kirk  feffions,  counties, 
cities,  royal  boroughs,  boroughs, 
towns,  parifhes,  incorporations, 
and  focieties  throughout  Scotland 
againff  the  propofed  repeal  of  the 
Statutes  enabled,  and  for  ever  ra¬ 
tified,  by  the  Revolution  and 
Union  parliament,  for  preventing 
the  growth  of  Popery  :  with  an 
introdubl ion, giving  a  fhort  hiftory 
of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  effects 
of  that  national  alarm  ;  and  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  fhort  view 
of  the  Statutes  at  prefent  in  force 
in  Scotland  againff  Popery,  the 
nature  of  the  Bill  propofed  to  be 
brought  into  parliament  for  re¬ 
pealing  thofe  Statutes,  and  feme 


GISTER,  1781. 

remarks,  fhewing  the  propriety 
and  neceiffty  of  oppofmg  fuch  re¬ 
peal  ;  with  a  few  hints  on  the  coo- 
ftitutional  and  prudent  mode  of 
oppofition.  Printed  by  I)avid 
Paterfon,  at  Edinburgh. 

“  I  think  it  right  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  the  king,  I 
have  a  book  of  fuch  confequence 
to  deliver  into  his  majefty’s  own 
hands  ;  and,  that  I  humbly  wait 
bis  majefty’s  pleafure  to  know, 
whether  I  ftrall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting^  it  to  his  majefty  at  his 
public  levee,  or  at  his  private 
houfe,  or  when  his  majefty  is  fit¬ 
ting  upon  the  throne  ?  My  with  is 
(at  the  fame  time  that  I  dc  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land)  to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Court  of 
London,  in  approaching  the  king 
on  a  public  fubjebt  of  the  deepeff 
political  confideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

Your  lord/hip’s  moft  obedient 
and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Gordon. 

JVelbeck  - Jlreet , 

Sep.  3,  1781. 

N.  B.  Your  lord/hip,  on  thi* 
occafion,  will  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  advifjng  with  his  majefty  on 
a  gracious  anfwer,  according  to 
the  principles  laid  down  at  the 
Reformation  and  Revolution,  and 
the  ftribt  and  folemn  engagement, 
to  abide  by  thofe  principles,  which 
was  the  convenanted  bargain  that 
raifed  the  Prince  of  Orange  from 
Holland,  and  his  prefent  majefty’s 
predeceffors  from  Hanover,  to  the 
throne  of  thefe  kingdoms.  A  gra¬ 
cious  anfwer  in  time,  to  be  read 
at  the  public  meeting  of  the  Pro- 

teftant 
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teflant  Affociation  on  Wednefday 
evening,  might  have  the  p-ood  ef- 
feel  of  tending  in  fome  degree  to 
quiet  the  minds  and  apprehensions 
of  the  affociation  in  general  ;  and, 

I  am  confident  that  Inch  an  an- 
fwer  would  be  looked  upon,  and 
efteemed  as  a  flue  attention  to  the 
declarations  and  refolutions  of  their 
country,  by  the  Scotch  division  of 
Protcilants  in  London;  who,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  tell  your  lordfhip,  are 
very  rtfpedable  indeed,  and  nu¬ 
merous  too,  about  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  including  the  train  of 
artillery  at  Woolwich,  and  the 
bell  part  of  all  the  regiments  of 
horfe  and  foot-guards.  If  your 
lordfhip  was  to  advife  his  majefty 
to  complement  them  on  their  dis¬ 
cernment  and  loyalty  in  oppoiing 
the  Popery  Bil],  I  think  it  would 
be  judicious,  and  in  feafon.” 

The  following  anfwer  was  fent 
by  the  Right  Plon.  Lord  North  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Gordon  : 


CHRONIC!,  E.  [245 

vered  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

[Here  follows  the  title  of  the 
book,  as  in  the  letter  to  Lord 
North.] 

“  I  think  it  right  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  the  Prince  of 
Wales  that  I  have  a  book  of  fuch 
confequence  to  deliver  into  his 
royal  highnefs’s  hands  ;  and  that 
I  humbly  wait  his  royal  highnefs’s 
pleafure,  to  know  when  and 
where  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  him.  My  wifli 
is,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  do  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land,  to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs’s  eflablifhment  in  approach¬ 
ing  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  on  a  public  fubjedt 
of  the  deepeft  political  confidera- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

Your  lordfhip’s  moll  obedient 
and  humble  fervant, 

G.  Gordon. 


“  LORD  North’s  compliments 
to  Lord  George  Gordon  :  if  his 
lordfhip  has  any  book  to  prefent 
to  the  king,  he  mufl  prefent  it  at 
the  levee,’’ 

P/rex  ton.  Sept .  8,  1781. 

The  following  letter  was  fent  on 
the  fame  day  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Southampton,  Groom  of  the 
Stole  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales  : 

✓ 

“  My  Lord, 

“  THE  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Prbteflant  in- 
tereft  at  Edinburgh,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  entruft  to  my  care  a 
very  valuable  book,  to  be  deli- 


IV dheck-Jlreet , 

Sept.  3,1781. 

“  P.  S.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  receive  great  civilities  from 
your  lordfhip  both  in  London  and 
at  Paris,  and  I  have  not  forgot 
them.  I  have  always  looked  up 
to  your  lordfhip  as  a  man  of  good 
underflanding  and  integrity,  as 
well  as  of  the  moll  agreeable  and 
refined  manners.  1  believe  the 
public  alfo,  in  general,  think 
your  lordfhip  very  well  qualified 
for  the  high  and  important  office 
of  firfl  lord  in  the  eflablifhment  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
your  lordfhip  will  ufe  the  utmofl 

'  <>f 


«46J  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


of  your  abilities  ih  guarding  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  Houle  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  again!!  thole  principles 
and  practices  which  nve  in  Scot¬ 
land  could  not  put  up  with,  even 
under  our  own  ancient,  heredita¬ 
ry,  and  royal  family  of  the  Houfe 
of  Stuart,  from  whofe  loins  your 
lordfhip  is  defcended- 

“  Permit  me  to  alfure  your 
lordfhip  I  do  not  mention  your 
royal  defcent  as  any  blemifh  ;  on 
|he  contrary  I  think  it  very  noble. 
But  I  with,  indeed,  to  remind 
your  lordfhip,  in  a  ferious  man¬ 
ner,  that  cive  noblemen ,  whofe  an¬ 
cient  families  have  been  fo  clofely 
related,  allied,  and  attached  to 
the  royal  Houfe  of  Stuart  in  for¬ 
mer  times  of  dangerous  politics, 
have  the  difce.rning  eyes  of  the 
true  Proteftant  people  throughout 
Europe  and  America,  rnoft  ftea- 
dily  fixed  upon  us  at  this  prefent 
moment  y  therefore  our  advice 
and  conduct  (as  faithful  friends 
to  the  Houfe  of  Planover,  being 
Proteftants)  ought  to  be  exempla- 
rily  decided  infupportof  Reforma¬ 
tion  and  Revolution  principles.” 

Lord  Southampton’s  Anfwer  to 
Lord  George  Gordon ; 

4  4  My  Lord, 

44  PUS  royal  highnefs  is  out 
of  town  at  prefent  ;  when  I  have 
an  opportunity,  I  will  lay  your 
letter  before  him. 

44  I  beg  leave  to  apprife  your 
lordfhip,' that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(not  having  a  court)  gives  no  au¬ 
dience. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  ' 
my  lord, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

44  Southampton.” 
a  Sept.  6,  1781, 


On  Friday  the  14th  inftant. 
Lord  George  Gordon  came  to  the 
outward  room  at  St.  James’s  with 
a  book.  The  lord  in  waiting  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  nobody  could 
be  permitted  to  deliver  a  book  to 
the  king,  without  his  majefty  s 
permiffion  being  firftafked  and  ob¬ 
tained.  Lord  George  appeared  at 
the  levee  without  the  book  ;  and 
after  the  levee  was  over,  the  lord 
in  waiting  took  the  king’s  plea- 
lure,  and  fignified  to  Lord  George, 
that  his  majefty  having  confidered 
.Lord  George  Gordon’s  letter  to 
Lord  North,  announcing  his  in¬ 
tention  to  deliver  a  book,  did  not 
think  proper  to  admit  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon  into  his  prefence,  to  pre¬ 
fent  any  book  announced  by  fuch  a 
letter. 


Remarkable  Actions  at  Sea. 

Admiralty- Office ,  March  13,  1781, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut. 
Ingles,  commanding  his  MajefyL 
Sloop  Zephyr,  to  Mr.  Stephens, 
dated  Spithead,  March  11,  1781. 

I^LEASE  to  acquaint  their 
lordfhips  of  his  majefty  s  ftoop 
Zephyr,  under  my  command,  be¬ 
ing  arrived  at  Spithead  from  the 
coal!  of  Africa,  after  a  paffage  of 
57  days. 

I  likewife  have  the  honour  of 
acquaintingtheirlordfhips,  that  on 
31ft  of  Odtoberlaft,  being  juft  re¬ 
turned  to  Goree  from  a  cruize,  I 
received  intelligence  from  Gover¬ 
nor  Wall  of  a  French  frigate  of 
24  guns  being  in  Gambia  River, 

1  which  had  taken  two  tranfports 
and  two  Hoops  there,  wooding 
and  waterinMfor  the  uarrifon  of 

O  #  O.  # * 

Goree.  I  immediately  failed,  with 
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the  Polly  Letter  of  Marque, 
mounting  fixteen  fhort  four- 

O 

pounders,  with  thirty  men,  under 
my  command,  agreeable  to  the 
advice  of  Governor  Wall. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  at 
eleven  A.  M.  being  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  river,  faw  four  fail 
at  anchor  off  Barra  Point;  found 
them  to  be  one  of  the  tranfports, 
two  floops,  and  a  French  frigate  ; 
the  tranfport  mounted  fixteen  guns, 
and  was,  as  I  heard  manned  with 
Frenchmen  and  Negroes,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Albedra,  on  the  banks  of 
Gambia,  and  interefted  with  the 
French.  At  twelve,  the  tranfport 
and  two  floops  were  fet  on  fire,  the 
other  tranfport  being  burnt  the 
preceding  day.  At  one  P.  M.  the 
enemy’s  fhips  being  under  weigh, 
and  the  Zephyr  within  piftol-fhot 
of  her,  a  warm  adlion  enfued,  and 
lafted  till  four  P.  M.  when,  thro’ 
chafing,  the  Zephyr  and  enemy 
grounded,  at  very  near  low  wa¬ 
ter,  as  clofe  to  each  other  as  be¬ 
fore,  which  occafioned  the  adlion 
to  be  renewed  with  redoubled  vio¬ 
lence,  hence  more  refembling  two 
batteries  on  fhore,  than  a  fea  fight. 
I)  uring  the  greateff  part  of  the 
adlion,  the  letter  of  marque  was 
anchored  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
a-ffern;  but,  notwithftanding,  a 
continual  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
Zephyr  and  enemy  till  fix,  when 
the  enemy  ftruck,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  killed,  and  twenty-eight 
wounded  ;  the  Zephyr  two  killed, 
and  four  wounded,  her  bowfprit, 
main-top-mafi,  and  mam  yards 
fnot  away,  her  hull,  malls,  yards, 
fails  and  rigging  very  much  (hal¬ 
tered,  infomuch,  that  with  the 
greateff  difficulty  on  the  twelfth 
we  arrived  at  Goree.  During  the 
whole  of  the  action,  the  Zephyr 
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was  in  the  utmoft  danger  from 
fire  rafts,  both  under  her  bows 
and  flern  ;  but  luckily  the  de- 
flrudlive  intentions  of  the  enemy 
proved  abortive. 

After  boarding  the  enemy, 
found  her  to  be  the  Senegal 
(Lieutenant  Commandant  Allery) 
the  French  king’s  fhip,  mounting 
eighteen  fix-pounders,  and  126 
men,  but  fought  the  Zephyr  with 
twenty-two,  owing  to  tranfport - 
ing  guns.  She  was  formerly  the 
Racehorfe,  commanded  by  Lord 
Mul grave,  and  lately  the  Senegal, 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice.  As  file 
was  of  great  detriment  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  trading  fubjedts  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa;  the  taking  of  her  gives 
me  the  utmoft  pleafure  and  fatif- 
fadlion. 

On  our  arrival  on  the  12th  at 
Goree  from  Gambia,  Governor 
Wall  gave  me  information  of  two 
veffels  being  off  Senegal  Bar,  tak¬ 
ing  in  gum.  Ready  to  adt  con- 
fonant  with  his  information,  tho’ 
in  fo  fhattered  a  condition,  and 
the  Senegal  not  condemned,  from 
which  the  property  of  the  captors 
was  at  flake,  we  chearfully  con- 
fented  to  proceed  in  purfuit  cf  tfe 
apparent  fuccefs  ;  but  the  wind 
being  at  N.  E.  diredtly  Contrary, 
and  the  Zephyr  in  an  infirm  li- 
tuation,  after  beating  five  days 
out  at  fea,  the  fhips  were  obliged 
to  return  to  Goree,  in  order  to 
refit,  on  purpofe  that  we  might  a 
fecond  time  be  able  to  attempt  the 
expedition. 

On  our  return  the  condemnation 
of  the  fhip  Senegal  was  entered 
upon,  and  the  Judge  Advocate-  de¬ 
manding  an  inventory,  proper 
officers  and  men  were  fent  from 
the  Zephyr  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  of  refitting  her  for  the  afore - 

faid 
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faid  expedition  ;  but  alas!  through 
home  unknown  caufe,  on  the  22d 
of  November  fhe  was  unhappily 
blown  up,  with  the  lofs  of  Lieut. 
George  Crofts,  and  22  others, 
officers  and  feamen,  fpecified  by 
the  inclofed  lilt. 

I  flatter  myfelf  their  lordfhips 
will  fhew  all  neceffary  indulgence 
to  the  officers  and  feamen’s  friends, 
who  nobly  and  gallantly  fupport- 
ed  me  in  the  late  action,  and  un¬ 
luckily  fuffered  by  the  above  ac¬ 
cident. 

A  lift  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen 
belonging  tohisMajefly’s  Sloop 
Zephyr,  who  were  blown  up  in 
the  French  King’s  Frigate,  La 
Senegal,  Lieutenant  Allery, 
Commandant,  on  the  nd  of 
November,  1780. 

Geo.  Crofts,  lieutenant ;  Fran¬ 
cis  Fyffie,  mate;  Lauder  Ruther¬ 
ford,  able:  Tho.  Harris,  boat- 
fwain  ;  Wm.  Tramplett,  gunner; 
Thomas  Nefbit,  clerk  ;  John 
Croker,  captain’s  mate  ;  John  Par- 
minter,  fail-ipaker,*  P.  MfKewen, 
quarter-gunner;  Henry  Clark, 
able  ;  Mark  Short,  ditto ;  George 
Williams,  ditto  ;  John  Oakes, 
ditto  ;  Cabel  Cornwall,  ditto  ; 
Andrew  Buchanan,  ditto;  Wm, 
Forfyth,  captaiiBs  fervant  ;  John 
Lawlers,  able  ;  Thomas  Smith, 
ditto  ;  Wm.  Baker  ditto  ;  Tho. 
Crofs,  ditto  ;  Jo.  Hall  ditto  ; 
Thomas  O’Hara,  ditto, 

'Tranfachom  on  board  the  Nonfuch, 
in  an  Engagement  between  the 
14 th  and  1 5  th  of  May  1781,  re¬ 
ceived  in  Vice-  Admiral  Darby’s 
Letter  of  the  ujth  of  May . 

ON  the  14th,  being  the  look¬ 
out  fhip  from  the  van  fqua- 
dron,  at  eight  A.  M.  faw  three 
fail  in  the  N.  E.  made  the  figreal. 
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chafed  ;  foon  after  we  faw  a  fail 
in  the  E.  S.  E.  which  we  took  to 
be  a  French  line  of  battle  fhip; 
chafed,  gained  upon  her.  At 
about  half  pad:  ten  at  night  came 
along  fide  of  her  ;  fhe  gave  us  her 
broad  fide,  we  returned  it  ;  fhe 
dropt  aflern,  we  wore  and  raked 
her  ;  we  continued  the  action  for 
near  an  hour,  during  fome  part  of 
which  we  were  on  board  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  fhe  carried  away  our  fprit- 
fail  yard,  and  our  anchor  hooking 
her  quarter  carried  away  the  flukes 
of  it.  All  this  time  fhe  had  fo 
much  the  worfl  of  the  action,  that 
fhe  took  the  opportunity  of  our 
heads  being  different  ways  to 
make  all  the  fail  fhe  could  to  get 
away ;  we  wore  and  chafed  her 
again  ;  our  mizen-mafts  being  en¬ 
tirely  difabled  prevented  our  get¬ 
ting  up  with  her  before  five  A.M. 
It  being  day-light,  we  could  di- 
flinguifh  one  another  plainly;  fhe 
appeared  to  be  a  French  80  gun 
fhip,  in  good  order  for  battle. 

Some  people  on  board  us,  who 
pretend  to  know,  fay  fhe  is  the 
La  nguedoc.  At  five  we  began  the 
aedion  again,  and  continued  till 
half  paft  fix,  when  finding  our 
fhip  much  difabled,  the  fore-yard 
coming  down,  all  the  mafts,  yards, 
fails  and  rigging  much  hurt,  guns 
difmounted;  the  wreck  of  thefe, 
and  dead  and  wounded  men  filling 
the  deck,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
haul  our  wind,  in  order  to  clear 
it.  The  enemy  kept  on  her  courfe 
for  BrefL 

Our  lofs  in  men  is  26  killed, 
and  64  wounded  J. 

(Signed)  Ja.  Wallace. 

J  Among  the  former  are  no  officers  ; 
but  among-  the  latter  are,  viz  Mr,  Spry 
1  ft,  Mr.  Falconer  3d,  Mr,  Market  4th 
lieutenants,  Mr.  Williams,  aefting  lieu¬ 
tenant;  Mr.  Stone,  matter;  Mr.  Ho- 
tham,  bofctfw^ia. 

Extra  $ 
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JEy.fr  a  ft  cf a  Letter  from  CaptESft m. 
peere  Williams,  of  his  Majefy  V 
Skip  Flora ,  to  Mr,  Stephen’s, 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty ,  dat¬ 
ed  Spithead,  June  27?  1781. 

ON  May  29th,  difeovering 
two  Dutch  frigates,  we  (the 
Flora  and  Crefcent)  prepared  for 
immediate  adlion  ;  but  the  wind 
increafing  to  a  ftorm,  obliged  us 
to  wait  a  more  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity.  At  feven  in  the  evening 
the  gale  abated,  and  the  next 
morning  the  fea  was  confiderably 
fallen.  Having  kept  the  enemy 
in  fight  all  night,  at  day  break  we 
edo-ed  towards  them,  and  at  five 

o  *  %  # 

commenced  the  action,  (hip agamic 
fhip,  within  a  cable’s  length  of 
each  other,  which  was  continued 
without  intermiffion  for  two  hours 
and  a  quarter,  when  our  adver- 
fary  ftruck  her  colours.  She  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  the  Caftor  frigate,  of 
Rotterdam,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Pieter  Melvill,  mounting  26 
twelve  and  ten  fix-pounders  ;  her 
complement  confiding  of  230 
men. 

The  action  between  the  Crefcent 
and  Brill,  a  frigate  of  the  fame 
rate  as  the  Caftor,  mounting  26 
twelve,  2  fix,  and  8  four  pound¬ 
ers,  continued  fome  minutes  long¬ 
er;  when  an  unlucky  (hot  carrying 
away  the  main  and  mizen  mails 
of  the  Crefcent,  and  the  wreck 
falling  within  board,  whereby  her 
guns  were  rendered  ufelefs  and  the 
Ihip  ungovernable,  Capt  Paken- 
ham  was  reduced  to  the  difagree- 
able  neceftity  of  ftriking  the  king’s 
colours.  Seeing  her  fituation,  we, 
with  great  difficulty,  got  ourfhip’s 
head  towards  her,  and  by  that 
means  prevented  the  enemy  tak- 
in  pofteffion  of  her,  who  made 


off  in  the  bed  manner  they  could. 
Had  our  difabled  dace  been  fuch 
as  to  have  permitted  us  to  have 
puvfued,  the  bad  condition  of  the 
Crefcent  and  Caftor,  (both  of 
which  fhips  made  between  four 
and  live  feedwater  an  hour)  would 
have  rendered  fuch  a  ftep  unjufti- 
fiable. 

The  fteady  and  refolute  beha¬ 
viour  of  my  officers  and  crew  on 
this  occafion  merits  my  warmed 
praife  and  admiration  ;  and  I  hope 
will  recommend  them  to  their  lord- 
ftiip’s  favour. 

It  would  be  doing  injuftice  to 
the  merit  of  Captain  Pakcnham, 
his  officers,  and  drip’s  company, 
if  I  concluded  my  letter  without 
acknowledging  they  did  as  much 
as  men  could  do  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  flag,  till  that 
unfortunate  accident,  which  de¬ 
prived  them  of  every  means  cf  re- 
liftance.and  the  fuccefs  that  would 
otherwife  have  attended.  The 
Brill  muft  have  received  con- 
fiderable  damage  from  the  Cre¬ 
fcent  ;  her  main  maft  was  feen  to 
go  by  the  board  early  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

1  beg  you  will  acquaint  their 
lordfhips,  that  I  took  upon  me  to 
recommiffion  his  majefty’s  drip  the 
Crefcent,  and  appointed  my  firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Bligh,  to 
the  command  of  her;  reinftating 
the  reft  of  the  officers  ;  and  that 
Lieutenant,  Ellery,  fecond  lieut, 
of  the  faid  fliip,  having  fince  died 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  ac¬ 
tion,  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Peter 
Creed,  Mafter  of  the  Flora,  whom 
I  ftrongly  recommended  to  their 
lorddups  for  promotion,  after  the 
action  with  the  Nymph,  to  fuc- 
ceed  him  ;  which  fteps  I  hope 
their  lordfhips  will  approve.  In 

my 


I 


Flora 

•  \  i  h 

Crefcent 

Caftor 
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my  own  fliijp  I  have  appointed  Mr. 
John  Evans  to  a&  as  third  lieu¬ 
tenant,  a  young  man  who  has 
ferved'  his  time  in  the  navy,  and 
who  is  very  deferving  of  promo¬ 
tion. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
his  majefty’s  frigates  Flora  and 
Crefcent,  and  the  Dutch  frigate 
Caftor. 

S  9  killed, 

/  32  wounded, 
f  26  killed, 

(  67  wounded. 

C 22  killed, 

£41  wounded. 

1  am  forry  to  add  to  this  letter 
a  circnmftance  which  gives  me  in¬ 
finite  concern. 

As  Toon  as  the  damages  of  the 
three  fhips  were,  repaired  in  the 
belt  manner  we  were  able,  which 
employed  us  five  days,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  our  paffage  without  in¬ 
terruption,  till  the  19th  inf. 
when,  early  in  the  morning,  in 
lat.  47.  N.  long.  6.  30.  W..  being 
in  chafe  of  a  privateer  brig,  which 
had  dogged  us  all  night,  and  part 
of  the  preceding  day,  I  difeover- 
ed,  upon  the  clearing  away  of  a 
'fquall,  two  flips  to  windward, 
edging  towards  me ;  upon  which 
I  veered  flip,  and  returned  to  the 
Crefcent  and  Caftor,  flattering 
myfelf  the  appearance  of  our  force 
united  would  check  the  ardour 
of  their  purfuit  :  but  in  this  I 
was  miftaken  ;  they  fill  continued 
the  chafe,  encouraged,  1  have  no 
doubt,  by  the  difabled  appearance 
of  my  conforts,  and  gained  upon 
us  very  fa  ft.  Confcious  of  our 
actual  want  of  ftrength,  I  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  hazard  an 
action,  and  my  officers  were  un- 
animdufy  of  the  fame  opinion. 
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Each  flip  therefore  fliaped  a  differ¬ 
ent  courfe,  and  about  one  o’clock 
P.  M.  I  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  Caftor  retaken  by  one  of 
the  frigates,  which  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoifted  f  rench  colours,  though 
till  that  moment  they  had  chafed 
under  Englifh.  The  other  fri¬ 
gate,  not  being  able  to  come  up 
with  the  Flora,  bore  away  about 
three  o’clock,  after  the  Crefcent, 
and,  as  the  night  was  clear,  I  am 
apprehenfive  fie  fared  the  fame 
fate  as  the  Caftor. 

When  their  lordfhips  reflect  how 
reduced  the  complement  of  his 
majefty’s  flips  were  by  the  lofs 
of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
from  the  number  of  men  fent  on 
board  the  prize,  viz.  38  from  the 
Flora,  and  nearly  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  from  the  Crefcent,  (which 
men  were  conftantly  employed  at 
the  pumps  to  keep  the  flip  free) 
I  fatter  myfelf  they  will  acquit 
me  of  having  aefted  improperly  011 
this  occafion. 

N.  B.  The  Flora,  had  36  guns, 
and  270  men  ;  the  Crefcent  28 
guns,  and  200  men. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  18,  1781. 
E  xtract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Brilliant,  Gibraltar,  Auguft  7, 
1781. 

T  BEG  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
JL  acquaint  my  lords  commiffion- 
ers,  that  his  majefty’s  floop  He- 
lena  arrived  here  this  morning-. 

Her  approach  was  difeoveredby 
the  enemy  and  us  at  the  fame  time, 
about  five  o’clock.  She  was  in  the 
Gut,  to  the  fou tlv ward  of  Cabarita 
Point,  and  nearly  a  third  of  the 
way  over  from  it  towards  Europa. 
It  was  perfeaiy  calm,  and  the 


Helena 
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Mole  without  farther  moleftation. 
A  xebeck,  mounting  between 
twenty  and  thirty  guns,  which  was 
lying  near  to  Cabarita  Point,  got 
under  way  when  the  breeze  came, 
and  advanced  to  join  the  gun¬ 
boats  ;  but,  upon  feeing  them  re¬ 
tire,  file  retired  alfo. 

The  mafts,  fails,  rigging,  and 
furniture  of  the  Helena  are  cut  all 
to  pieces,  and  the  hull  a  good  deal 
damaged  ;  but  it  is  wonderful,  as 
it  is  fortunate,  the  boatfwain  was 
the  only  man  who  was  killed  on 
board  her. 

The  bravery,  the  coolhefs,  and 
the  judicious  con  duel  of  Captain 
Roberts*,  do  him  infinite  ho¬ 
nour  ;  his  officers  and  men  defers 
the  higheft  commendation. 


Helena  was  rowing  for  the  rock. 

1  immediately  took  the  Repulfe 
and  Vanguard  gun-boats,  with 
all  the  boats  of  the  ffiips,  and 
went  for  her  as  expeditioully  as 
poffible.  Fourteen  gun-boats  of 
the  enemy,  carrying  each  one  26 
pounder  in  the  bow,  moved  alio 
from  Algeziras,  accompanied  by 
feveral  launches.  Thefe  boats 
got  on  fafter  than  I  could  proceed 
with  the  Repulfe  and  Vanguard, 
and  before  eight  o’clock  thole  of 
them  the  molt  advanced  com¬ 
menced  their  fire  upon  the  He¬ 
lena,  being  then  within  half  gun- 
fhot.  She  returned  it  with  great 
deliberation  and  elfedt,  but  Hill 
continuing  to  ufe  her  oars.  The 
greater  part  oi  the  gun-boat  were 
loon  clofe  to  her,  and  the  clouds 
of  grape  and  other  (hot,  that  feem- 
cd  almoft  to  bury  her,  were  really 
aftonifhing.  However,  (he  did 
not,  without  fome  aid,  bear  long 
this  very  unequal  combat.  T  he 
Repulfe  and  Vanguard  began  a 
well-direffed  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
being  fo  placed  as  was  deemed  the 
molt  efficacious  to  cover  the  He¬ 
lena,  and  to  annoy  them.  The 
commencement  of  the  fea-breeze 
having  got  to  the  Helena,  fhe 
foon  reached  us,  the  enemy  Hill 
perfevering  in  their  attempt  upon 
her  ;  fome  of  them  firing  at  her 
broadfide,  and  others  keeping 
altern,  raking  her.  However, 
the  Iteadinefs  and  bravery  exhibit¬ 
ed  on  board  the  Helena,  and  the 
well  applied  grape  from  the  Re¬ 
pulfe  and  Vanguard,  very  foon 
made  feveral  of  them  retire  ;  and 
they  all  fled  by  ten  o’clock,  allow¬ 
ing  us  to  tow  the  Helena  into  the 


An  Account  of  the  Action  betwixt 
the  Savage  Sloop  of  War  of  1 6 
Guns ,  Capt.  Stirling,  and  the 
Congrefs,/?#  American  Frigate 
of  20  Guns ,  Capt.  Geddis;  from 
a  Letter  of  Capt.  Stirling’/  to 
Rear  Admiral  Graves. 

Lancafer ,  Sept.  23,  1781. 
S  I  R, 

IT  is  with  the  molt  poignant 
grief  I  acquaint  your  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  capture  of  his  majefty’s 
floop  Savage,  late  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  tranfmit. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th 
in  ft.  10  leagues  call  of  Charles 
Town,  we  efpied  a  fhip  bearing 
down  on  us,  who  when  about 
four  miles  diftant,  hauied  her 
wind  to  the  eaftward,  (hewing, 
by  her  appearance,  die  was  an 
American  cruizer;  her  force  could 


*  Captain  Roberts  was  fir  ft:  Lieutenant  of  the  Quebeck  with  Capt.  Farmer, 
when  (lie  was  burned  in  the  action  with  the  Surveillant. 


not 
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not  be  lo  eafily  diftinguiftied  :  I  redly  athwart  our  Hern  for  forae 
therefore  gave  way  to  the  pleaf-  minutes.  This  was  the  only  in- 
jng  idea  that The  was  a  privateer,  termiffion  of  great  guns,  but  muf- 
earfying  20  nine-pounders,  whom  quetry  and  pi  llols  ft  ill  did  execu- 
I  had  intelligence  was.ci  uizng  off  tion,  and  continued  till  they 
here,  and  inftantly  refolved  ei-  opened  again,  which  was  not  till 
ther  to  bring  her  to  a&ion,  or  both  fhips  were  almoft  on  board 
oblige  her  to  quit  the  coaft  ;  for  each  other,  when  the  battle  be- 
which  purpofe  we  gave  chafe,  but  came  more  furious  than  before. 


wereprevented  continuing  it  long, 
by  her  edging  down,  feemingly 
determined  to  engage  us.  C011- 
fcious  oi  her  fuperiority  in  failing 
and  force,  this  manceuve  coin¬ 
cided  with  my  wifhes.  I  caufed 
the  favage  to  lay  by,  till  we  per¬ 
ceived  on  her  nearer  approach,  (he 
was  far  fuperior  to  what  we  ima¬ 
gined,  and  that  it  was  neceftary  to 
attempt  making  our  efcape,  with¬ 
out  fome  fortunate  Ihot,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  running  fight  (  which  we 
faw  inevitable,)  admitted  our  tak- 
ing  advantages,  and  bringing  on  a 
more  equal  conflict.  At  half  pad 
ten  file  began  firing  her  bow  chaf¬ 
ers,  and  at  eleven,  being  clofe  on 
our  quarter,  the  atftion  commenced 
with  mufquetry,  which,  after  a 
good  deal  of  execution,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  heavy  cannonade  on 
botn  tides.  In  an  hour's  time  I 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  our 
braces  and  bowlings  jfhot  away, 
and  not  a  rope  leit  to  trim  the 
fail  with,  notwithstanding  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  ;  how¬ 
ever,  our  fire  was  fo  conilant  and 
well  directed,  that  the  enemy  did 
not  fee  our  fituation,  but  kept 
along  fide  of  us,  till  accident 
obliged  him  to  drop  after n.  The 
Savage  was  now  almoft  a  wreck  ; 
her  fails,  rigging,  and  yards,  fo 
much  cut,  that  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  wecoulcl  alter  our 
pofition  time  enough  to  avoid  be¬ 
ing  raked,  the  enemy  lying  di- 


Our  quarter-deck  and  forecallle 
were  10011  now  nearly  cleared, 
fcarce  a  man  belonging  to  either 
not  being  killed  or  wounded, 
with  three  guns  on  our  main  deck 
rendered  uielefs.  In  this  fitua¬ 
tion,  we  fought  near  an  hour, 
with  only  five  fix-pounders,  the 
fire  from  each  fiiip’s  guns  fcorch- 
ing  the  men  who  oppofed  them, 
fiiot  and  other  implements  of  war 
thrown  by  hand  doing  execution  ; 
when  our  mizen-maft  being  fiiot 
away  by  the  board  ;  our  main- 
maft  tottering,  with  only  three 
ftirouds  Handing  ;  the  fiiip  on  fire 
dangeroufiy  ;  only  40  men  on  duty 
to  oppofe  the  foe,  who  was  at¬ 
tempting  to  board  us  in  three 
places  ;  no  fuccour  in  fight,  or 
poftibility  of  making  further  re- 
fi  ft  a  n  c  e  ;  I  was  neceffitated,  at  a 
quarter  before  three,  P.  M.  tq 
i'urrender  to  the  Congrefs,  a  pri¬ 
vate  fiiip  of  war,  belonging  to 
Philadelphia,  who  carried  215 
men,  and  mounted  20  twelve- 
pounders  on  her  main  deck,  and 
iour  fixes  above,  fourteen  of  which 
were  fought  on  one  fide.  She 
loft  during  the  adion  eleven  men, 
and  had  near  thirty  wounded,  fe- 
veral  of  them  mortally  ;  her 
mails,  her  fails,  and  rigging,  were 
fo  much  damaged,  that  file  was 
obliged  to  return  to  port,  which 
partly  anfwered  my  willies  prior 
to  the  aeftion,  as  great  part  of  the 
Carolina  trade  was  daily  expedled 
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onthecoad,  and  this  privateer  we 
faw  failed  remarkably  fail.  Three 
days  were  employed  putting  her 
in  a  condition  to  make  fail,  and 
five  for  the  Savage,  who  was  ex- 
ceedingly  ihattered.  Indeed  it  is 
aftoniihins:  more  daman-e  was  not 
done,  as  the  weather  was  fine, 
t lie  water  remarkably  fmooth,  and 
the  Iliips  never  thirty  yards  afun- 
der. 

The  courage,  intrepidity,  and 
good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
ihip’s  company  I  had  the  honour 
to  command,  deferve  the  highefit 
commendations,  and  my  wanned 
thanks. 

Lieutenant  Shiels  did  in  cnii  filed 

•  •  O 

himfelf  by  his  gallantry,  activity, 
and  attention  ;  as  did  Mr.  Gyam 
the  gunner.  Mr.  Wightman,  the 
mader,  fell  early  in  the  addion,  by 
which  I  lod  the  affidance  of  a 
good  officer.  The  inferior  offi¬ 
cers  behaved  well  in  their  refpec- 
tive  dations  ;  and  the  men  fought 
with  a  cool,  determined  valour, 
that  will  ever  redound  to  their 
credit.  I  cannot  conclude  without 
obferving,  that  Captain  Geddis 
and  the  officers  of  the  Congrefs, 
after  fighting  us  bravely,  treated 
us  when  prifoners  with  great  hu¬ 
manity.  Inclofed  is  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Charles  Sterling. 
His  Excellency  Rear-Adm.  Graves. 

A  lift  of  the  officers  and  men  killed 
and  ' wounded  on  hoard  his  majefty  V 
/loop  Savage ,  Sept.  6.  1781. 
Killed,  mader  and  7  fcamen  : 
wounded,  captain,  lieutenant, 
3  midfhipmen,  21  fcamen  :  to- 
tal  34. 

Charles  Sterling. 


Ext  raft  of  a  Letter  fro?n  Vice- A d- 
miral  Arhuthnot ,  to  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  dated  Bedford,  s^TSandy 
Hook,  July  4,  1781. 

JH  A  D  the  honour  to  mention, 
in  my  letter  of  this  date,  my 
intention  of  reporting  fome  parti¬ 
cular  circumdances  refpedting  the 
capture  of  the  Atalanta  ;  they  are 
communicated  in  the  inclofed  pa- 
pen  g 

The  Atalanta,  with  a  gallantry 
that  does  her  captain  the  highed 
honour,  maintained  the  adfion 
fome  time  after  the  Trepadey 
druck,  until  fhe  was  a  wreck,  in 
which  date  die  was  carried  to  Ha¬ 
lifax. 

The  behaviour  of  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Arden,  of  the  Atalanta,. 
was  brilliant  beyond  expreffion  :  he 
lod  his  right  arm  in  the  fight,  and, 
the  indant  it  was  dred,  refumed 
his  ftation  on  deck,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  die  druck,  notwith- 
danding  his  weaknefs  and  Iofs  of 
blood. 

I  doubt  not,  thefe  matters  will 
be  thought  entitled  to,  their  lord- 
fhips  confideration. 

/ 

Report  of  Mr.  Philip  Windfor,  late 
M after  of  his  Majefty' s  Sloop  the 
Trepadey,  in  Hallifax  Harbour 9 
June  11,  1781,  viz. 

ON  Sunday  the  27th  of  May, 
1781,  being  on  a  cruize  with  the 
Atalanta  doop,  by  order  from  the 
commanding  officer  at  St.  John’s, 
Newfoundland,  in  lat.  41.  long. 
6 1.  W.  faw  a  fail  at  three  P.  M. 
S.  E.  didant  4  leagues  ;  we  bore 
up,  and  came  within  one  league  ; 
finding  her  a  large  fhip,  fuppofed 
her  a  two  decker,  and  night  com- 
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ing  on  we  hauled  our  wind,  and 
failed  in  fight  of  her  all  night. 
About  twelve  at  noon  the  next 
day,  it  being  almofc  calm,  and 
the  f  range  flip  about  half  a  mile 
to  leeward,  fhe  hoif  eel  Rebel  co¬ 
lours,  and  gave  the  Atalanta  and 
us  a  broad  fide,  we  being  then  very 
nigh  to  each  other;  we  then  bore 
up  clofe  alongside  of  her,  the  Ata¬ 
lanta  on  the  farboard,  and  the 
TrepafTey  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  began  to  engage.  About 
an  hour  after  the  action  began, 
Captain  Smith,  of  the  Tre- 
paffey,  was  killed  ;  upon  which  I 
lent  to  Lieutenant  King  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  thereof,  in  order  to 
his  refuming  the  command,  and 
engaged  the  enemy  in  the  fame 
pofition  for  two  hours  and  a  half 
longer,  and  at  laft  ftruck  the  co¬ 
lours,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
he  fent  me  by  Mr.  Samuel  Pitts, 
a  midfiipman  of  the  fnip:  we  loll 
live  feamen  killed  and  ten  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  aflion,  which  ended  at 
half  pall  three  P.  M.  The  Ata¬ 
lanta  continued  to  engage  fome 
time,  and  then  llruck  aifo. 

The  rebel  frigate  proved  to  be 
the  Alliance. 

Captain  Edwards  of  the  Atalan¬ 
ta,  and  his  lieutenant,  and  alfo 
lieutenant  King  of  the  TrepafTey, 
are  carried  away  as  prifoners,  and 
myfelr  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
two  flips  companies  put  on  board 
of  the  Trepalfey  by  Mr.  Berry, 
Captain  of  the  Alliance,  who  for 
that  purpofe  difabled  and  turned 
the  Trepalfey  into  a  cartel  brig  ; 
and  have  brought  her  in  here. 


with  directions  to  fend  the  cartel  t<f 
Bollon,  as  Rebel  property. 

Being  thus  left  in  charge  of  thefe 
people,  I  think  it  mv  duty  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  thereof,  as  command¬ 
ing  officers  requellirig  to  be  diffi 
pofed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  you 
ffiall  diredh  ;  and  being  ready  to 
anfwer  t6  any  court-martial  foT 
my  fiare  and  proportion  in  the 
defence  and  lofs  of  his  majefty’s 
faid  fl oop. 

(•Signed) 

Philip  Windsor,  Mafer 
of  the  Trepafiey. 

N.  B.  The  Atalanta  foop  had 
1 6  guns  and  125  men:  the  Tre- 
p alley  foop  14  guns  and  80  men. 


Extract  of a  Letter  from  Lord  Geo. 
Germai n,  to  the  Com miff 0 n ers  ap¬ 
pointed  to  ref  ore  Peace  to  Arne)  i- 
ca,  dated  Whitehall,  March  7* 
178P. 

HAVE  received  your  diffi 
patches  of  the  2d  of  January, 
together  with  the  letter  from  Sir* 
Henry  Clinton  of  the  21ft  of  the 
fame  month,  and  have  had  the 
honour  to  lay  them  before  his  ma- 
jefty.  The  proclamation  of  29th 
December,  which  came  inclofed 
with  your  difpatches,  will,  I  hope* 
produce  thofe  good  effects  which 
you  expedl  from  it,  and  which,  by 
its  being  lo  welKti  tried,  gives 
every  reafon  to  hope  for.  Pc  will 
be  a  great  fatisfadfion  to  me  to 
prefen t  the  kirig  with  an  addrefs 
from  any  one  of  the  revolted  pro¬ 
vinces,  begging  your  interceffion 


l  This  letter,  and  the  one  following,  were  taken  by  the  French  in  the 
packet  for  North  America,  and  were  afterwards  gublilhed  in  the  Amite;  dam 
Gazette* 


for  pardon,  and  its  being  reftored 
to  the  privilege  of  Britifh  fub- 
jefls.  The  narrow  limits  within 
which  you  have  circumfcribed 
your  exceptions  and  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  affurances  given  by  you 
of  re-cftablififfng  the  former  con- 
ftitutions,  were,  I  doubt  not,  very 
judicious,  neceffary,  and  conve¬ 
nient  :  but  as  there  are  many 
things  in  the  conftitution  of  fome 
of  thofe  colonies,  and  indeed  in 
all  of  them,  in  which  the  people 
wifhed  to  fee  fome  alterations ; 
and  there  beinp-  others,  which  it 
is  the  common  intereit  of  both 
countries  to  change,  you  mull  be 
very  careful  left  either  your  ac¬ 
tions  or  proclamations  fhould 
preclude  a  thorough  inveftigation 
of  thofe  objedfs,  or  prevent  the 
pofiibility  of  introducing,  in  their 
conffitution,  fuch  alterations  as 
the  people  may  chufe  to  grant  or 
folicit. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  f-oni  William 
Knox,  Efq;  Secretary  to  Lord 
Geo.  Germain,  to  James  Sirnp- 
fon,  Efi;  dated  Whitehall, 
March  7,  1781. 

“  Y_T  OPE  you  will  be  as  good 
FI  as  your  word,  and  write 
to  me  as  foon  as  you  can  reach 
New- York.  When  I  confider, 
from  the  deplorable  condition  of 
the  rebellious  forces,  and  our 
great  fuperiority,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  revolted  provinces 
will  probably  folicit  for  a  nego- 
ciation,  and  perhaps  fuch  a  re- 
queft  may  come  from  Congrefs  it- 
felf,  I  wifh  you  to  be  prefent  ; 
for  knowing  your  perfect  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  difpofitions 
of  the  inhabitants  to  republican 
principles,  and  their  utter  aver- 


your  power  to  preventthe  commif- 
fi  oners  making  any  coneefljon  that 
may  tend  to  keep  up  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  amongft  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  fee  that  no  alteration  be  made 
in  their  conftitutions,  as  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  eftablifh  amongft  them 
diiiindfions  of  rank,  and  new  mo¬ 
del  their  government,  by  that  of 
Great  Britain.  This  method  would 
certainly  be  more  advantageous  to 
the  people  as  it  would  bind  them 
more  firmly  to  this  country,  and 
be  the  means  of  preventing  cala¬ 
mities  fimilar  to  thofe  they  now 
experienced* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  'written  by  Mr. 

Meyrick  to  General  Arnold. 

rT~%  HE  following  copy  of  a  let- 

JL  ter,  written  by  Mr.  Mey¬ 
rick,  one  of  the  army  agents  in 
London,  to  General  Arnold,  was 
found  in  the  packet,  which  was 
intercepted  in  its  paffape  to  New- 
York:  — 

P arli anient- f  reef  ,  3  oth  Jan .  1781. 
“  S  I  R, 

“  I  have  received  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  your  different  letters, 
inclofing  bills  of  exchange  upon 
Harley  and  Drummond,  (bank¬ 
ers  to  the  court)  to  the  amount 
of  5000I.  fterling,  of  the  receipt 
of  which  I  regularly  gave  you 
notice.  On  the  day  they  were 
paid,  1  placed  the  fum  in  the 
funds  in  compliance  with  your  in¬ 
timation  ;  and  as  the  time  was  ex¬ 
tremely  favourable,  I  flattei;  mv- 
felf  with  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
your  approbation,  and  that  you 
wi  11  be  pleafed  with  the  manner 
in  which  I  have  difpofed  of  it. 

As 
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As  it  is  probable  that  fome  or¬ 
ders  may  arrive  from  you,  direct¬ 
ing  the  difpofal  of  your  money  in 
fome  different  way  from  that  in 
which  I  have  employed  it,  I 
thought  it  befc  not  to  thut  up  en¬ 
tirely,  as  a  long  time  might  elapfe 
before  I  received  from  you  the  ne- 
ceffary  powers  for  transferring  the 
capital,  in  cafe  I  had  purchased 
the  flock  in  your  name  ;  •  mean 
while  the  dividends  could  not  have 
been  received  for  your  ufe. — The 
method  1  have  adopted  is  common¬ 
ly  pra&ifed  in  iimilar  cafes,  and  I 
can  immediately  alter  it  in  what¬ 
ever  manner  you  think  proper,  as 
foon  as  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  give  me  notice  of  your  fe'nti- 
ments  by  a  letter.  The  account 
is  as  follows  : 

Bought  by  MefT.  Samuel  and 
William  Scholey,  Stock  Brokers, 
for  Major-General  Arnold,  7000k 
flerling  in  the  new  annuities,  ut 
7.2 per  cent,  in  the  manner  fol- 


Under  the  name  of 
Major-Gen.  Bene¬ 
dict  Arnold,  look 
flerling  flock,  at 
72J  percent,  in  the 
new  confolidated 
annuities,  at  4  per 
cent,  and  6,900k 
flerling  in  the  fame 
fund,  under  the 
name  of  James 
Meyrick,  Efqy  4,987  10  0 
Commiffion  to  the 

Brokers  8  15  o 

Letter  of  attorney  for 
receiving  the  divi¬ 
dends  016 


£.4.996  6  6 


There  then  remains  of  the 
5,003k  three  pounds  thirteen  (hil¬ 
lings  and  fix-pence. 

Thus  by  this  method,  if  I  re¬ 
ceive  any  inflrudtions  from  you  for 
employing  your  money  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  manner,  I  can  fell  out  the 
6,900).  and  difpofe  of  your  mo¬ 
ney  agreeable  to  your  directions 
before  this  letter  reaches  you  ;  and 
if  it  is  your  wifh  that  it  fhould  re- 

j 

main  in  the  funds,  it  can  be  plac¬ 
ed  under  your  name,  by  my  tranf- 
ferring  the  6,900k  and  joining  it 
to  your  100k  The  reafon  of  my 
purehafing  the  latter  fum  in  your 
name  was,  that  you  might  have 
an  account  open.  The  letter  of 
attorney,  here  enclofed,  enables 
me  alfo  to  receive  the  dividends 
for  the  whole  7,000k  after  I  have 
transferred,  if  it  is  your  wifh  that 
I  fhould  do  it.  I  hope  that  I  have 
now  explained  every  thing  fuf- 
ficiently,  and  I  can  affure  you,  I 
have  adled  with  greater  care  in 
this  tranfa&ion  than  if  it  had  been 
for  myfelf. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 
and  mofl  humble  fervant, 
T  mes  Hetrick.’* 


THE  following  letter  from 
his  Excellency  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  was  intercepted  with  many 
others,  and  publifhed  in  the  New- 
York  Gazette  for  April  4th,  1781. 

Getieral  Wafhington,  on  Public 
Service. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Har- 
rifon,  P/f  Speaker  of  the  Houfecj 
Delegates ,  Richmond,  Virgi¬ 


nia. 


Head 
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Head  Quarters ,  Nenv  JVindfor , 
March  27,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  my  return  from  Newport, 
I  found  your  favour  of  the  1 6th 
of  February,  with  its  inclofures, 
at  Head  Quarters.  I  exceed¬ 
ingly  regret  that  I  could  not 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  von, 
not  only  from  perfonal  motives, 
but  becaufe  I  could  have  entered 
upon  the  fubjeeft  of  your  million, 
in  a  much  more  free  and  full  man¬ 
ner  than  is  proper  to  be  committed 
to  paper. 

I  very  early  faw  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  to  which  the  fouthern 
Hates  would  be  expofed  for  re- 
fources  of  cloathing,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  and  recommended 
magazines  to  be  eftablifhed,  as 
ample  as  their  circumftances  would 
admit.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  fo 
full  of  men  as  the  northern  fiates  ; 
but  they  ought  for  that  reafon  to 
have  been  more  affiduous  in  raif- 
sng  a  permanent  force,  to  have 
been  always  ready,  becaufe  they 
cannot  draw  a  head  of  men  toge¬ 
ther,  as  fuddenly  as  their  exigen¬ 
cies  may  require.  That  policy 
has  unhappily  not  been  piirfued 
either  here  or  there,  and  we  are 
now  fuffering  from  the  remnant  of 
a  Britifh  army  what  they  could 
not,  in  the  beginning,  accomplifh 
with  their  forces  at  the  higheft. 
As  your  requifitions  go  to  men, 
arms,  ammunition  and  cloathinn*, 

I  fhall  give  you  a  fhort  detail  of 
our  fituation  and  profpefts,  as  to 
the  firft,  and  of  our  fupplies  and 
expectations  as  to  the  three  la  ft. 

Men.  By  the  expiration  of  the 
times  of  fervice  of  the  old  troops, 
by  the  difeharge  of  the  levies  en¬ 
gaged  for  the  campaign  only — and 
Vol.  XXIV. 


by  the  unfortunate  diflolution  of 
the  Pennfylvanian  line,  I  was  left, 
previous  to  the  march  of  the  de¬ 
tachment  under  the  command  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
a  garrifon  barely  fufiicie'nt  for  the 
fecurity  of  Weft  Point-—- and  two 
regiments  in  Jerfey  to  fupport  the 
communication  between  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  North  River.  The  York 
troops T  had  been  obliged  to  fend 
up  for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers 
of  that  ftate,.  Weak  however  as 
we  were,  I  determined  to  attempt 
the  didodgment  of  Arnold  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  French  fleet  and 
army,  and  made  the  detachment 
to  vHiich  I  have  alluded. 

In  my  late  tour  to  the  caftward, 
I  found  the  accounts  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  progrefs  of  recruiting 
in  thofe  ftat.es,  had  been  much  ex¬ 
aggerated — and  I  fear  we  fhall,  in 
the  end,  be  obliged  again  to  take 
a  great  proportion  of  their  quotas 
in  levies  for  the  campaign,  in- 
ftead  of  foldiers  for  three  years,  or 
for  tlie  war.  The  regiments  of 
New-York  having  been  reduced 
to  two,  they  have  but  few  men  to 
raife.  Jerfey  depends  upon  vo¬ 
luntary  enliftments  upon  a  con¬ 
tracted  bounty,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  promife  rnvfelf  much 
fuccefs  from  the  mode.  The 
Pennfylvania  line  you  know  is  or¬ 
dered  to  compofe  part  of  the 
fouthern  army.  General  Wayne 
is  fo  fanguine  as  to  fuppofe  he 
will  foon  be  able  to  move  on  with 
1000  or  1 2CO  men,  but  1  fancy  he 
rather  over  rates  the  matter. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  from 
the  foregoing  ftate,  that  there  is 
little  probability  of  adding  to  the 
force  already  ordered  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  For  fhould  the  battalions 
from  New  Hampfhire  to  New- 

[P]  Jerfey 
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Jerfey  inclufive  be  compleated  (a 
thing  not  to  be  expedfed)  we 
/hall,  after  the  neceffary  detach¬ 
ments  for  the  frontiers  and  other 
purprfes  are  made,  have  an  army 
barely  fufficient  to  keep  the  enemy 
in  cheek  in  New-York.  Except 
this  is  done,  they  will  have  no¬ 
thing  to  hinder  them  from  throw¬ 
ing  further  reinforcements  to  the 
fouthward  ;  and  to  be  obliged  to 
follow  by  land  every  detachment 
of  their  army,  which  they  always 
make  by  fea,  will  only  end  in  a 
f'ruitJefs  dim  nation  of  what  may 
now  be  called  the  northern  army. 
You  may  be  allured  that  the  moil 
powerful  diverfion  that  can  be 
ynade  in  favour  oi  the  fouthern 
Hates,  will  be  a  refpe&able  force 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
York.  I  have  hitherto  been  fpeak- 
ing  of  our  own  refources.  Should 
a  reinforcement  arrive  to  the 
French  fleet  and  army,  the  face  of 
matters  may  be  entirely  changed. 

Arms.  I  do  pot  find  that  we 
can,  at  any  rate,  have  more  than 
5>ooo  Hand  of  arms  to  fpare,  per¬ 
haps  not  fo  many  ;  for  Ihould  the 
battalions  which  are  to  compofe 
this  army  be  compleat,  or  nearly 
fo,  they  will  take  all  that  are  in 
repair  or  repairable.  The  2000 
Hand  came  in  the  alliance  from 
France,  and  I  kept  them  apart  for 
an  exigency. 

yprpmmition.  Our  flock  of  am¬ 
munition,  though  competent  to 
the  defepfive,  is,  by  a  late  efti- 
mate  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
artillery,  yaflly  fhort  of  an  offe'h- 
jfive  operation  of  any  confequeiice. 
Should  circumftances  put  it  in  our 
power  to  attempt  fuch  an  one,  we 
muft  depend  upon  the  private  mag¬ 
azines  of  the  dates,  and  upon  our 
allies. — On  the  contrary,  fhould 
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the  defenfive  plan  be  determined 
upon,  what  ammunition  can  be 
fpareu  will  be  undoubtedly  fent 
to  the  fouthward. 

Qloathing .  Of  cloathingwve  are 
in  a  manner  exhaufted.  We  have 
not  enough  for  the  few  recruits 
which  may  be  expetfled,  and  ex¬ 
cept  that  which  has  been  fo  long 
looked  for  and  talked  of  from 
France  fhould  arrive,  the  troops 
muft  next  winter  go  naked,  un- 
lefs  their  dates  can  fupply  them. 

From  the  foregoing  reprefenta- 
tion,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
proportion  of  the  continental  army, 
already  allotted  to  fouthern  fer- 
viee,  is  as  much  as,  from  prefent 
appearances,  can  be  fpared  for 
that  purpofe,  and  that  a  fupply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  or  cleathing 
of  any  coniequence  mud  depend, 
in  a  great  meafure,  upon  future 
purchafes  or  importation. 

Nothing  which  is  within  the 
compafs  of  my  power  fhall  be 
wanting  to  give  fupport  to  the 
fouthern  dates  ;  but  you  may  rea¬ 
dily  conceive  how  irkfome  a  thing 
it  muft  be  to  me  to  be  called  upon 
for  affiftance,  when  I  have  not  the 
means  of  affording  it. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  regard, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 

and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Washington. 
Hon.  Benj.  Harrifin ,  Bfq. 


r'pHE  following  letter  from 
JL  Mr.  Adams,  ambadador 
from  the  American  Congrefs  at 
Amfterdam,  to  Thomas  Cufhing, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Maffa- 
chufets,  was  found  on  board  the 
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pnze  Brigantine  Cabot,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  St.  Chri ftopher’s. 

A mjierdti  m,  Dec.  15,  1780. 
Dear  Cushing, 

1  writ  to  you  on  the  2d  inflant 
by  way  of  France,  undercover,  to 
Congrefs  ;  but  our  friend  Heart  - 
web,  who  delivered  me  your  dif- 
patches,  going  out  by  way  of  St. 
Euftatia,  may  get  this  letter  to  you 
{boner  than  the  other.  You  will 
have  heard  of  the  unfortunate 

capture  of  poor  Laurens,  with  his 
papers,  and  the  Britifh  ambafifa- 
dor’s  memorial  to  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  in  confequence  thereof. 
What  it  may  produce  is  yet  doubt¬ 
ful,  though  the  general  opinion 

here  is,  that  it  will  be  nothin 2' 

1  •  ,  £> 

alarming.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  has 
^refented  a  fecond  memorial,  but 
you  may  depend  upon  it  the  dates 
will  not  be  bullied  into  any  thing. 
It  is  thought  that  England  will 
not  at  this  conjuncture  widen  the 
breach  with  the  Republic  ;  but, 
even  if  they  fliould,  it  will  do  us 
noharm  for  them  tohave  more  ene¬ 
mies  to  contend  with.  A  rafli  ftep 
taken  by  them  at  this  time,  when 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  are  jealous 
of  them,  and  favourably  inclined 
to  American  independence,  may 
prove  their  entire  ruin.  Our  in¬ 
dependence  is  confidered  lic  e  as 
eilablifhed.  The  emprefs  of  Ruf 
fia  has  already,  in  effebi,  taken  a 
decided  part  in  our  favour,  and 
other  European  nations  are  well 
inclined  to  fupport  our  caufe. 

In  this  city  we  have  many  pow¬ 
erful  friends,  who,  as  well  as  all 
Europe,  difdain  the  pride  of  the 
Britifh  minillry,  which  is  not  lefs 
confpicuous  in  the  memorials  pre¬ 
sented  to  their  High  Mightinelfes, 
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than  it  was  in  the  anfvver  return¬ 
ed  to  the  petition  of  Congrefs. 
Pride,  indeed,  feems  to  be  inde- 
mial  to  that  nation  ;  but  I  think 
it  wont  be  long  before  we  fee  its 
downfall. 

I  p  rot  eft  I  fee  no  ground  for 
your  gloomy  apprehensions.  You 
talk  of  the  difficulty  of  recruiting 
the  army,  the  depreciation  of 
Congrefs  notes,  the  complaints  of 
public  creditors,  and  the  hood  of 
counterfeit  money  among  you, 
&c.  Theie  doubts  and  fears  are 
really  provoking,  and  the  fource 
of  them  only  in  your  own  irrefo- 
lute  breaft.  Can  you  expedt  to 
gain  your  point,  or  accomplifti 
any  thing  great,  without  the  com¬ 
mon  iucidents  of  war  r  Compare 
yourfelves  with  other  countries, 
and  fee  their  exertions  for  things 
of  much  lefs  moment.  England, 
for  example,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  was  a  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty  millions  in  debt,  and  yet  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  meerly  to  gratify 
their  pride,  involved  their  coun¬ 
try  in  an  expence  of  twenty  mil¬ 
lions  per  ann.  more. 

This  caults  a  depreciation  of 
their  money,  and  complaints  a- 
mong  their  creditors,  who  have 
quite  as  much  reafon  as  yours, 
moll  of  them  having  already  funk 
forty  per  cent,  of  their  capital. 
Shall  we  then,  who  have  our  all 
at  ftake  talk  of  burthens,  and 
the  perplexities  of  a  paper  me¬ 
dium. 

"  .  * 

Different  nations  have  different 

modes  of  raifing  money  for  the 
public  expenditure,  which  is  ufu al¬ 
ly  done  according  to  the  genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  form  of  their 
government.  Moll  of  thofe  in 
Europe  have  occafionably  been 
driven  to  the  ufe  of  paper  money, 
[R]  2  or 
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or  making  public  fecurities  ferve 
the  purposes  of  a  medium  in  trade  ; 
and  the  Englifh  have  gone  more 
extenfively  into  this  expedient 
than  other  nations:  but  I  believe 
none  have  ever  made  me  of  it  with 
lefs  inconvenience,  or  given  their 
'  creditors  lefs  caufe  of  complaint 
than  the  ftates  of  America  have 
done  heretofore.  But  when  almoft 
every  public  department  among 
you  is  filled,  as  I  am  informed, 
with  men  of  rapacious  principles, 
who  facrifice  the  common  weal  to 
their  private  emolument,  who  en¬ 
courage  gambling,  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  every  vice,  what  good 
can  be  expected  from  the  wife  it 
inftitutions  ?  I  wifh  thefe  good 
gentlemen,  whom  you  mention, 
would  exert  themfelves  in  their 
feveral  profeffions  to  flop  thofe 
growing  enormities  which  are  the 
iource  of  all  the  calamities  of  the 
country,  and  which  fooner  or  later, 
if  not  ftopt,  muil  end  in  its  de- 
ftrudtion. 

Our  money  matters  are  in  a 
good  way,  which  1  writ  to  you 
fully  upon  in  my  laft.  You  mu  id 
have  patience  till  they  can  be  ac¬ 
complished,  and  in  the  mean  time 
do  the  belt  you  can.  Many  here, 
who  know  the  country,  laugh  at 
your  complaints,  and  fay  that  a 
-few  duties  and  excifes,  judicioufly 
laid  throughout  the  continent, 
would  pay  the  whole  army  ex- 
penccs  without  being  felt.  I  ad - 
vife  to  retraining  the  eonfumption 
of  foreign  fuperfiuities,  and  in- 
trod  u  ci  n g  fu  m p t u a ry  la ws ;  t h ough 
it  may  be  policy,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  foldiers,,  to  indulge 
them  in  a  livery  as  fplendid  as 
may  be  convenient. 

I  am  forry  to  fee  you  fo  an¬ 
xious  for  an  accommodation,  and 


wifh  you  had  fhewn  how  it  could 
be  done.  Are  you  aware  of  the 
revolutions  that  will  unavoidably 
take  place  ?  New  arrangements 
made,  and  the  dates  new  model¬ 
led,  the  better  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of  defpotifm ;  the  captors 
of  Britifh  property  obliged  to  dif- 
gorge  ;  a  debt  of  four  millions 
llerling  to  be  paid  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  to  fettle  old  fcores  ;  your 
fifnery  retrained  and  put  under 
new  regulations  ,*  forfeited  eilates 
returned  to  their  former  owners ;  a 
door  opened  for  innumerable  law- 
fuits  for  illegal  payments  ;  the 
property  of  the  whole  continent 
fet  afloat  ;  and,  after  all,  are  you 
fare  our  great  ally  would  con  feat 
to  it  ?  In  truth,  I  can  fee  nothing 
fhort  of  independence  that  can 
fettle  it  without  the  remedy  being 
more  fatal  than  the  difeafe. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  what  you 
fuggeft,  that  Lord  North  (hewed 
a  diipofition  to  give  up  the  con- 
tefl,  but  nods  diverted  from  it ,  not 
unlikely ,  by  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Americans  in  London ,  ‘who,  in  con¬ 
junction  ( with  their  coadjutors  in 
America ,  have  been  thorns  to  us  in - 
deed  on  both  fides  the  e water  ;  but  I 
think  their  career  might  have  been 

o 

fopt  on  your  fide,  if  the  executive 
officers  had  not  been  too  timid  in  a 
point  ‘which  I  fo  Clrenuoufy  recom¬ 
mended  at  firf,  namely,  to  fine,  im~ 
prifon ,  and  hang  all  inimical  to  the 
caufe,  ‘without  favour  or  affeClion . 
I  fore  jaw.  the  evil  that  r would  artfe 
from  that  quarter,  and  ‘wtfoe.d  to 
have  timely  fopt  it.  1  would  have 
hanged  my  o<wn  brother  if  he  had 
took  a  part  with  our  enemy  in  this 
conteft. 

I  believe  there  never  was  an  in~ 
(lance  of  fuch  deluflon  as  thofe 
people  are  under  to  facrifice  their 

country, 
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country,  their  intereft,  and  their 
belt  connections  to  iide  with  a 
people  who  neither  reward  or 
thank  them  ;  and  I  have  good  au¬ 
thority  to  fay,  that  a  great  pro¬ 
portion  of  them  have  nothing 
to  live  upon  but  their  loyalty. 
One  would  think  that  this  alone, 
if  it  was  known  and  believed, 
would  be  enough  to  prevent  others 
from  falling  into  the  fame  fnare. 
Heart'well,  rwho  has  been  fome  time 
incognito  in  London ,  'will  give  you 
7/iuch  ufeful  information  ;  he  will 
tell  you  the  talk  we  have  had 
about  a  iiipend  for  - - ,  which 


would  be  money  well  laid  out; 
Thofe  who  exert  themfelves  fo 
much  in  our  caufe  ought  to  be  re¬ 
warded,  as  we  are  moll  efTen- 
tially  ferved  by  it  ;  but  profound 
fecrecy  muit  be  obierved. 

I  (ball  write  to  the  governor* 
wherein  I  fliall  be  more  explicit 
upon  fome  matters  which  I  have 
writ  to  Congrefs  upon,  and  which 
he  probably  will  communicate, 
which  makes  it  unnecefiary  to  add 
any  more  to  you  at  prefent. 

I  am  your  affeClionate  friend,  &c; 

(Copy)  John  Adams* 


1 


/ 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  \the  Corn-Regifter,  are  takes 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament,, 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported from ,  and  'im¬ 
ported  into  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  25th  oj 
January,  1782. 

EXPORT  E  D. 

Foreign  |  Bounties  and 
Quarters.  \  Drawbacks  paid. 


1781. 

Britifh 

ENGLAN  D, 

Quarters. 

Wheat  -  -  -  -  - 

2,294 

Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 

86,045 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ra 

2*550 

Barley  - 

2  r ,  7 1 1 

Malt  -  -  -  -  - 

107,928 

Oats  ----- 

7,992 

Oatmeal  - 

8%563 

Beans  - 

1 5,248 

Peafe  - 

2,826 

5  / 
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r 
£)  • 


S. 


d. 
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Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley  and  Bear 
Barley  Meal 
Barley  hulled  - 
Malt  -  -  -  - 

iOats  - 
Oatmeal  - 
Peafe  and  Beans 


3>536  | 

150  |  ] 

Nil  j  1 

Nil  26,617  3  io~Bo, 
18,215 

1 16  j  46  9  2  Dr, 

430 1 
290  j 


l 


:  I 

r 
>  ■ 


Bifcuit 


I 


I78r. 

ENGL  AND. 
Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Rye 

Barley  - 
Oats  - 

Oatmeal  *» 

Beans' 

Peafe  -  -  -  - 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Oats  -  - 


82 

9>336 
15,5*88 

199 
82 
5,040 

5> 1 7 1 
5,660 

550 

I  cwt..  qr.  lb.  j 

-i  6,383:1:—} 1 
M  P  O  R  T 

“  Quarters 


-  5>653  10 


E  D. 
Duties 
,■  received. 

£■  s.  J.- 


J 


143,772  1 

15,924  | 

10>743  !  j 

56  ^  4,275  4  9 

55>5°2  i ! 

367 

3>244  1 

14,508  j 


Blfc-uiD 


«*  99 

-  -I  53*576 

|  cwt.  qr.  3b. ■ 

-  43  —  27 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchcfter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1781. 

Beans  j 

/  •  «•  J 

2  I  Of  i 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fined  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follow,  viz. 

Wheat  Rye  Barley  Oats  Beans; 

Per  bufhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.’  6d. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

s . 

d. 

s.  d. 

s .  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

7 

3 

2  if 

00 

Navy  Office,  Jan*  23,  1781. 

An  Account  of  all  the  Men  raifed  for  his  Majefty's  Navy ,  Marines  in¬ 
cluded ,  from  the  2<yth  of  September ,  1774,  to  the  29 th  of  September , 
1780,  difinguifhing  each  Tear . 


Tears . 

No.  raifedi 

From  29th  September 

1 774 

-  345 

1775 

-  4734 

1776 

— —  21564 

1777 

3745s 

1778 

4i847 

1779 

4i832 

To  September  - — - 

1780 

-  28210 

17599a 


Navy  Office ,  Jan.  23,  1781. 

An  Account  of  all  the  Number  of  the  Men  nvho  have  died  in  actual  Service 
in  his  Majefys  Navy  fince  the  firf  D ay  of  January ,  177  6,  diflingu  fil¬ 
ing  ( as  far  as  maybe)  thofe  nvho  have  been  killed  by  the  enemy  ;  and 
alfo  of  the  Number  of  fucb  Men  as  have  deferied  the  faid  Service  in  the 
fame  Period ,  as  far  as  the  fever  a  l  Accounts  can  be  made  up ,  diJUn 
gui fling  each  Tear. 


• 

^  § 

■>.  ** 

>>  5? 

•A2  'u 

•>!  .*» 
*■*  "3 

T  eg 

Tears . 

*  N 

P 

-  < 

es 

1776  — 

1679 

io5 

1784 

1777  — 

3247 

40 

3287 

1778  — 

4801 

254 

5055 

1779  — 

4726 

55i 

5277 

.1780  — 

4C92 

293 

4385 

Total 

CO 

M 

1 243 

19788 

[/?]  4 
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S 

53 


>3 

Hi 

^3 

2  I 


7685 


9919 

1I54I 

7603 


42069 
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War  Office ,  2 $d  January,  1781^ 

State  of  his  majefty,s  Bntifh  regular  land  forces,  officers  included,  in- 
North  America  and  the  Well  Indies,  a3  they  were  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1779. 

Officers  prefent.  ys 


*1 


Under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,.  by  monthly 
returns  of  Dec.  !.  1779  — 

Under  Gen.  Haldimand,  by  monthly 
ret  urns  of  Dec.  1,  1.779  — 

/  Under  the  Convention,  .by  monthly 
V,  return  of  An  gull  1,  1779  — 

W.  Indies.  By  monthly  return  of  Dec.  1,  1779 


3SL  Amer. 
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712 


A 

rs 

.*«< 

<*5 


I7°77 

3009 

1228 
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<3 

£ 

19153 

3385 


V, 

th 


3648 

83^ 


1646  2532 

713°  4238 


War  Office ,  ffianuary  2  3  d9  1781. 

Acount  of  the  men  loft  and  difabled  in  his  majefty’s  Britifh  land  forces,, 
including  two  battalions  of  marines  ferving  on  fhore,  by  death, 
captivity,  defertion,  wounds  or  flcknefs,  in  North  America  and  the 
Welt  Indies,  from  Nov.  lid,  1774,  to  the  date  of  the  laft  return. 


1 775 


Welt  Indies 
N.  America, 
Weft  Indies 


1 776  N.  America, 
We  ft -Indies 

I.777  hi*  America, 


J under  Sir  William  Howe, 
funder  Sir  Guy  Carleton 


We  ft- Indies 

1778  N.  America 
Weft-  Indies 

1779  N.  America, 
Weft-Indies 

1780  N.  America, 
Weft-Indies 


1: 


under  Sir 


William  Howe 


under  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
under  General  Bunfoyne 


C  under  Sir  William  Howe  - - 

,  4. under  Sir  Guy  Carleton  - - 

£  under  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  J, 


under  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
under  General  Haldimand 


funder  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
<  under  General  Haldimand 
£ under  the  Convention 


^3 
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1 62 
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1 03 
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32 
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83 
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1 04 

7 1 

■  1  r54 

1020 
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27 

87 
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OOO 

122 

34 

—  No  return. 

-  58 

166 

38 

30 

3 

256 

J  72 

000 

2036 

OOO 

1 45 

178 

Embarks^ 


t  ^  heWar  Office  have  not  the  means  of  aftertain'ng  the  number  of  men  loft  by  cap- 
tSvity,  having  nc  account  of  what  the  whol®  number  of  priloners  taken  in  any  one  year 

1  m&f 
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War  Office ,  January  23 d,  1781. 


Irabarkation  returns  of  all  the  Britifh  corps  and  recruits,  which  have  been 
fent  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  any  part  of  North-America  or 
the  Weft-Indies,  in  1778,  1779,  1780. 
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19  66S  787  434 

18374 

20882 

2o882r 

may  be,  ar  of  the  prifoners  that  may  have  been  exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  it.  They  only 
know  what  the  number  of  pritoners  are  at  the  time  that  the  return  is  made. 

$  The  monthly  returns  not  aligning  the  reafon  for  which  foldiers  are  difeharged, 
the  War  Office  cannot,  agreeable  to  the  dire&ions  of  the  order  of  the  Houle  of  Com-' 
mons,  diftinguifh  thofe  men  who  are  lo ft  or  di fabled  by  wounds  or  ficknefs ;  the  whole 
number  difeharged  are  therefore  dated,  in  which  thofe  difmiffed  for  mifbehaviour, 
claimed  as  apprentices,  claimed  by  other  corps,  draughted  from  one  regiment  to  anc-» 
ther,  or  difcharged  for  a  variety  of  caui'es,  Lefldes  that  of  inability  to  lerve  longer,  are 
included. 

t  t  |  J  The  prifoners  of  the  army  uader  thefe  heads,  are  fuch  as  were  taken  by  the 
cutmy  previous  to  the  Convention  of  Saratoga.  The  men  comprehended  in  the  Convention 
have  never  been  allowed  to  be  prifoners  of  war;  their  cafualtres  by  death  and  defertion„ 
and  the  numbers  difeharged,  are  regularly  given.  The  effe&ives  detained  in  America,,  con- 
ti ary  to  the  Convention,  are  as  follow  ; 

Britijh  privates. 


By  teturn  of  November  17,  1777  - —  2,883 

Ditto  1,  1778  . .  1838 

Augull  1,  1779  -  ■■■—  12.2,8 

Ditto  1,  1780  . . .  7  96 


Asgou»£ 


266]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 

War- Office  y  January  23 d,  1781* 

Account  of  all  the  men  raifed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  his 
majefty’s  land  forces  on  the  Britifh  eftablilhment,  militia  and  fen- 
cible  men  in  North  Britain  not  included,  from  29th  Sept.  1774,  io 


9th  Sept.  1780. 

To  29th  September 

\  ' 

1 7  75 

3575 

1776  — 

11063 

1777 

6882 

1778 

23978 

1779 

16154 

To  29th  September 

1780  — - — 

I5233 

Total  —  — 

_ _ _  .  «»»» 

76885 

Adjourned  to  Monday 

29th* 

PRICES 
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WA /S  A  n  D  MEANS  for  the  above  Supplies  grunted  to  his  Alsj.Jij 

for  the  Service  of  the yearl  781 . 

November  1 6,  1780. 

’•  I?  E SOLVED,  That,  towards  raifing  the 
I  V  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty,  the  fum  of 
four  ^hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no  more  be  raifed 
within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1781,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
.  ments,  penfions,  offices  and  perfonal  eftates,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  ;  and  that  a  pro¬ 
portionable  cefs,  according  to  the  9th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  Scotland  - - -  -  2,000,000  O  Q 

2.  Refolved, ^  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry,  which,  by  an  A£t  of  parliament 
of  the  twentieth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty ’s  reign, 
have  continuance  to  the  24th  day  of  June,  1781,  Be 
further  continued,  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which 
fhall  be  made,  and  all  mum  which  fhall  be  made 
or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be 
made  for  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  23d  day  of  June,  1781,  to  the  24th  day 

of  June  1782  -  -  - -  750,000  o  © 

February  6,  1781. 

Refolved,  That  towards  railing  the  fupply  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majefty,  there  be  iftued  and  applied  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  forty-fix  pounds,  nineteen  {hil¬ 
lings,  and  eight  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exch  pier  on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  for  the 
difpoiition  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had 
then  arifen  of  the  furpluffes,  exceffes,  overplus  mo¬ 
nies,  and  other  revenues,  compofing  the  fund, 

commonly  called  The  Sinking  Fund  -  288,346  19  8 

March  8. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  t.o  his  majefty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions 
be  raifed  by  annuities,  and  the  further  fome  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

d  hat  every  contributor  to  the  faid  twelve  mil¬ 
lions  fhall,  for  one  hundred  pounds  contributed 

Vol.  XXIV,  [6’J  and 
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and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  centum  ;  and  to  an  additional  principal 
fum  of  fifty  pounds  in  like  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds  per  centum,  and  alfo  to  a  fartner 
principal  fum  of  twenty  five  pounds  in  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum  ;  the  faid 
feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds 
per  centum,  and  four  pounds  per  centum,  reipec- 
tively,  to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

That  the  fum  of  twelve  millions,  to  be  contri¬ 
buted  as  aforefaid,  together  with  the  additional 
capital  of  fifty  pounds  to  every  onethundred  pounds 
advanced  and  paid,  amounting  to  fix  millions, 
making  together  in  the  whole  eighteen  millions  in 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum, 
be,  from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  ad¬ 
ded  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  the  three 
pounds  per  cent,  annuities  confolidated  by  the  A6ls 
of  the  twenty- fifth,  twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth, 
thirty-fecond,  and  thirty-third  of  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  A£ts,  and  charged 
upon  the  linking  fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England  at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjecft  to  the 
like  redemption  by  parliament,  as  the  faid  three  . 
pounds  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities  are  payable 
and  transferable  there,  and  redeemable  by  parlia¬ 
ment. 

That  the  annuity,  m  refpedf  of  the  faid  addition¬ 
al  fum  or  capital  of  twenty-five  pounds,  to  which 
every  contributor  of  one  hundred  pounds  contribut¬ 
ed  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  entitled,  making  together  in 
the  whole  three  millions,  to  carry  an  interell  and 
annuity,  after  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England  for  one  quarter  of  a 
year,  from  the  5th  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  the  5th  day  of 
April  following,  and  from  that  time  fhall  be  added 
and  made  one  joint  flock  with  certain  annuities, 
after  the  rate  four  pounds  per  cent,  which  were 
confolidated  by  an  a6l  of  the  lafl  fellion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  (hall  alio  be  charged  upon  the  linking 
fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
Bank  of  England  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  iubje£t  to  the  like  redemption  by  par¬ 
liament,  as  the  faid  confolidated  four  pounds  per 
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cent,  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there, 
and  redeemable  by  parliament. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  every  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets 
in  a  lottery  to  conlifl  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  distributed  into  prizes 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be  pain  in 
money,  at  the  bank  of  England,  to  fuch  proprie¬ 
tors  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firft  day  of 
March  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  two 
as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduc¬ 
tion  whatfoever. 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  this  inftant  March,  make  a  de- 
pofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fum  as  he 
or  fhe  fhall  chufe  to  fubferibe,  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  calhier 
or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  aifo  a  depofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per 
cent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in  part  of  the 
monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid 
fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
by  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  pay¬ 
ments  refpe&ively,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times 
herein  after  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

On  £.  12  ,000,000  to  be  railed  by  annuities. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  April  next. 

-  £•  10  Pcr  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  day  of  May  next. 

L  •  10  Per  cent,  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  June  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  July  next. 

£•  15  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  21ft  day  of  Auguft  next. 

£•  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  day  of  Sept.  next. 

£•  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  06f.  next. 

£  •  Jo  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Nov.  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  ,£'.480,000 

£.  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1  ith  day  of  May  next. 

£•  25  percent,  on  or  before  the  lothday  of  July  next. 

£.  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1  ith  day  of  Sept.  next. 

£•  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9th  day  of  Oct.  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafiiier,  or  cafiiiers  of  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 
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time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  (hall  then  liRye  been 
voted  by  tins  houfe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  tne 
whole  of  his  or  her  contribution-money  towards  the 
fum  of  twelve  millions  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid  at  any  time  before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
Q<?cober  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  {hare  in 
the  faid  lottery  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  Sept, 
next,  fhall  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by  way  of  dis¬ 
count,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per 
annum,  on  the  fum  fo  compleating  his  or  her  con¬ 
tribution  refpectively,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  compleatipg  the  fame,  to  the  twenty  third 
day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  eighth  day 
of  October  next  in  refpedt  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch  per- 
fons  as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery  Snail  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out  12,480,000 

April  12. 

1.  Refolved,  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied 
the  fum  of  feven  hundred  lifty-feven  thoufand  and 
eighty-feven  pounds,  feventeen  (hillings,  and  ten 
pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furpluffes,  excefles,  overplus  monies,  and  other 
revenues,  compofmg  the  fund,  commonly  called 

the  Sinking  Fund  -  -  —  757,087 

2.  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
twenty  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eight 
pounds,  eleven  (hillings,  and  ten  pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
pth  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the  two  fevenths  excife 
granted  by  an  A 61  of  parliament  of  the  fifth  and 
Sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majefties  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  after  fatisfying  the  fe- 
veral  charges  and  incumbrances  thereupon  for  the 

half  year  then  ended  -  - *  23,708 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  h.is 
majefty,  there  be  iftued  and  applied  the  fum  of  for¬ 
ty  thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1781,  ,of  the 
duties  on  wines,  granted  by  an  Act  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty,  for 
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paying  annuities  on  fmgle  lives,  purfuant  to  the 
laid  Art,  after  referring  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the 
feveral  annuities  to  the  5  th  day  of  January,  1781  40,000  o  o 

4.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  ilfued  and  applied  the  Turn  of 
fifty  fix  thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1881,  of 
the  duties  on  glafs,  for  paying  annuities  on  lives, 
granted  by  an  Art  of  the  nineteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  majefty,  after  referving  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  the  feveral  annuities  to  the  5th  day  of 

January,  1781  -  '  - - 56,000  o  o 

May  1  ft. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  on  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft 
thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1782, 
to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch 
manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  ex¬ 
changed  and  received  in  payment  —  -  1,500,000  O  ts> 

May  24. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  farther  fum  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged, 
with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1782,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  pay-  1 

ment  in  luch  manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ulually 
been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  —  1,900,600  o  o 

t  ,  > 

June  14. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  propofal  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  ad¬ 
vancing  the  fum  of  two  millions  on  exchequer  bills, 
upon  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  are  therein 

mentioned,  be  accepted  -  -  2,000,000  o  0 

June  18. 

1.  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of 
fixteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
pounds,  fix  {hillings,  and  eight-pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1781,  fubjert  to  the  difpofition 

of 
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of  parliament,  exclufive  of  the  furplus  then  remain¬ 
ing  of  the  finking  fund  — - — —  — — - — 

2.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall.be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1781,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1782,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 
Acts,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be  ap- 
plied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefty  — — -  . - '  - — 

J  u  n  E  19. 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum 
of  one  million  feven  hundred  forty-two  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  fhil- 
lings,  and  two  pence,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have 
arifen,  or  ftiall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpluffes, 
exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues, 
compofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking 
fund  -  — -  — _ 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  out  ©f  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Nugent  Earl  Tempfe,  the  perfonal  repre- 
fentative  of  the  Right  Honourable  George  Gren¬ 
ville,  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Wil¬ 
liam,  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Richard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet,  the  perfona!  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  right  Honourable  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  baronet,  deceafed,  late  treafurers  of  his 
majefty’s  navy,  and  of  John  Powell,  Efq;  the  only 
a&ing  executor  of  the  late  Right.  Hon.  Henry  Lord 
Holland,  deceafed,  and  ©f  the  Right  Hon.  Caro¬ 
line  Baronefs  Greenwicn,  the  perfonal  representa¬ 
tive  of  tne  Right  Hon.  Charles  Townfhend,  de- 
t-Cafed,  and  of  the  Right  Hon.  Frederick  Lord 
Lorth,  and  of  George  John  Cooke  and  Charles 
Molloy,  Efqrs.  the  perfonal  reprefentatives  of  the 
late  George  Cooke,  Efq.  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  and  of  Georoe  John 
Cooke  and  Charles  Ivlolioy,  Efquires,  the  perfonal 
reprefentatives  of  the  late  George  Cooke,  Efq.  de» 


,  17S1'. 

16,879  6  8t 


228  6  6 


j,  742,912  2  z 


\ 


r 


ceafed, 
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ceafcd,  late  paymafter  general  of  his  majefty’3 
forces  § 


3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  eighteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds, 
thirteen  (hillings,  and  eleven  pence,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  Sir  William  Howe,  late  commander 
in  chief  in  North  America  ;  and  the  fum  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  feven  pounds, 
fourteen  (hillings,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
executors  of  Zachary  Philip  Fonnereau,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed,  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  baronet,  con¬ 
tractors  for  furnifhing  the  garrifor)  of  Gibraltar 
with  provifions,  from  the  12th  day  of  May,  1777* 
to  the  17th  day  of  January,  1779J  ;  and  the  fum 
of  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  eight, 
pounds,  one  (hilling,  and  four  pence  farthing,  re¬ 
maining  in  the handsof  Thomas  Rumfey,  Efq;  aCl- 
ing  executor  of  John  Richardfon,  Efq;  agents  to 
the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  from  the 
25th  day  of  December,  1773?  to  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1774;  and  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-two  pounds,  eight  (hillings,  and  fix  pence 
half-penny,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Sir  William 
Erfkine,  as  quarter-mafter-general  of  the  forces, 
from  the  25th  day  of  December,  x  776,  to  the  30th 
day  of  July,  1779  -  - 


—  367><MO  3 


6j 


25*853  16  5- 


§  Of  the  above  fum  of  400,000/.  or.  oJ.  only  367,640/.  3:.  were  paid 
into  the  exchequer. 

Particulars  of  the  fum  of  367,640/.  5/.  6-j  paid  into  the  exchequer,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  balances,  viz. 

Intereft-money  repaid  by  the  executors  of  George  Gren¬ 
ville,  Efq;  - -  -  - 

Ditto  —  —  by  Lord  Barrington  — -  — 

Ditto  — -  — •  by  Lord  Howe  —  —  — 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  executors  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 

Ditto  — *  —  by  the  hands  of  John  Powel,  Efq; 


11,582  15  91 

9,316  9  10 

9,969  o  4 

6,000  o  o 


executor  of  Lord  Holland 
Ditto  —  — .  by  the  adminiflrators  of  Charles 

Tov/nfhend  Efq;  -  - 

Ditto  —  —  by  Lord  North,  and  the  executors 

of  George  Cooke,  Efq;  -  - - 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townf- 

hend,  and  the  executors  of  George  Cooke,  Eiq; 

J  Of  this,  only  5,000 /,  was  paid  into  t.he  exchequer. 


232,515  4  8 

27,000  o  o 
60,073  5  10 

11,181  7  o 

367,640  3  6-£ 

.  4.  That 


tojw  flwfl 
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4.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhali  pe  paid  into 

the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  by  the  united  company 
of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eall  In¬ 
dies,  in  full  difcharge  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the  claims 
and  demands  of  the  public  to  the  net  profits  which 
have  accrued  to  the  company  at  home,  before  the 
I  ft  day  of  March,  1781,  be  applied  towards  mak¬ 
ing  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  —  400,000  o  o 

5.  Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Ifiands  —  5,200  o  o 


Recapitulation  of  the  aforementioned  Ways  and  Means . 


Malt  Duty  - - 

Land-Tax  — - — 

Contributions  to  annuities 

Ditto  * —  to  lottery  * — -  — — 

£■  s.  d. 

f  Surplus  on  5th  Jan.  1781.  2.88,346  19  .8 

Sink,  fund  <  Ditto  on  51k  Apr.  -178 1.  757,087  17  10 
£  Future  produce  *  1,742,912,  z  2 

Exchequer  bills  -  -  - - 

Ditto  - -  ■ — ■ —  -  - - 

Ditto - for  the  bank  charter  - 

Money  to  be  paid  by  the  Eall  India  Company 
Surplus  of  the  2  7ths  qd  excife 


£• 

-  750,000  O  O 

2,000,000  O  O 
12,000,000  O  O 

480,000  O  O 


2,788,346  19  8 


X  *  V 

Ditto  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  18  Geo.  II. 
Ditto  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  19  Geo.  II. 

Difpofeable  money  in  the  exchequer  - 

Balances  of  late  treafurers  of  the  navy  and  pay- 
mailers  of  the  forces,  voted  400,000/.  but  no 

more  paid  into  the  exchequer  than  - - - 

Balance  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Howe  — 
Ditto  of  the  account  of  Meffieurs  Fonnereau  and 

Burrell  — — -  - 

Ditto  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Erlkine  — 
Part  of  8,848/.  is.  4 d^,  being  the  balance  of  the 

account  of  the  late  Mr.  Richardfon  - 

Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Ifiands  - - 

Money  arifen  by  fale  of  French  prizes  - 

Duty  on  gum  fenega  — - - — 


1,500,000  o 
1,900,000  o 
2,000,000  O 
400,000  O 
23,798  II 
40,000  o 
56,000  o 
16,879  6 


367,640  3 

18,723  13 


D357 

772 

,5,00  o 
5,200 


14 

8 

o 

© 


0 

o 

o 

o 

iof 

o 

o 

84 


6f 

1 1 


64 


o 

Q 
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Vote  of  credit 


24>353>857  o  9 

1,000,000  o  o 


25.353.857  4  9 

The 


< 
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The  total  amount  of  the  fupplies  granted  —  25,3 73 ,5 24  10  8J 
The  total  amount  of  ways  and  means  towards  fa- 

tisfying  the  fame  -  —  25>353>^57  4  9 

- - -  —  - —  J 

Deficiencies  of  ways  and  means - —  195667  5  n£ 


The  national  debt,  up  to  July,  1781,  is  £.  177.206,000  o  o 

The  annual  intereft  to  be  raifed  is  6.812,000  o  o 


Taxes  for  1781. 

Five  per  cent,  on  excite,  except  malt,  foap,  can¬ 
dles,  and  hides  -  — 

Difcount  of  the  cuftoms  — — 

Tobacco,  one  penny  three  farthings  per  pound 
Sugar  one  halfpenny  per  pound  - 

-  I . 

Since  laid. 


£■ 

150,000  O  O 
167,000  o  o 
61,000  o  o 
326,000  o  o 


Duty  on  Paper 
Ditto  on  Almanacks 


100,060  o  o 
10,000  o  o 


Total  —  814,060  o  o 


Review  of  perpetual  fanes  laid  on,  from  177 6  to  1781,  inclufive. 


In  1776 

1 777 

1778 


Computed  produce  per  annum. 


Taxes. 

—  £•  73>00°  0  0 

-  242,000  o  o 

— - —  346,000  o  o 


Taxes. 

In  1779  -  ^.478,000  o  o 

1780  -  701,616  o  o 

1 781  -  814,060  o  o 


Total 


2,644,676  o  o 


ST  AT  E 
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4  . 


PAPERS. 


S  7’  A  T  E 


His  Majefty's  mof  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Jloufes  of  Parliament , 
Nov.  i.  1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

T  is  with  more  than  ordinary 
fatisfaCBon  that  I  meet  you  in 
parliament,  at  a  time  when  the 
late  elections  may  afford  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  receiving  the  moll 
certain  information  of  the  difpofi- 
ti©n  and  the  wifhes  of  my  people, 
to  which  I  am  always  inclined  to 
pay  the  utmod  attention  and  re¬ 
gard. 

The  prefent  arduous  (Situation 
of  public  affairs  is  well  known  : 
the  whole  force  and  faculties  of  the 
monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
are  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to 
the  utmoft,  to  fupport  the  rebel¬ 
lion  of  my  colonies  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and,  without  the  lead  pro¬ 
vocation  or  caufe  of  complaint, 
to  attack  my  dominions  ;  and  the 
undifguifed  object  of  this  confe¬ 
deracy  manifeftly  is  to  gratify 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  deftroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fa¬ 
tal  blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain. 

By  the  force  which  the  late  par¬ 
liament  put  into  my  hands,  and  by 
the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence 
on  the  bravery  of  my  Beets  and  ar¬ 


mies,  I  have  been  enabled  to  with- 
(land  the  formidable  attempts  of 
my  enemies,  and  to  fruftrate  the 
great  expectations  they  had  form¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  fignal  fucceiTes  which 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  my 
arms  in  the  province  of  Georgia 
and  Carolina,  gained  with  fo  much 
honour  to  the  conduCt  and  courage 
of  my  officers,  and  to  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  my  troops,  which 
have  equalled  their  higheft  cha¬ 
racter  in  any  age,  *will,  I  truft, 
have  important  confequences  in 
bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion.  It  is  my  moil  earned  de¬ 
fire  to  fee  this  great  end  accom- 
plifhed;  but  I  am  confident  you 
will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
we  can  only  fecure  fafe  and  ho¬ 
nourable  terms  of  peace  by  fuch 
powerful  and  reipedable  prepara¬ 
tions,  as  (hall  convince  our  ene¬ 
mies  that  we  will  not  fubmit  to 
receive  the  law  from  any  powers 
whatfoever  ;  and  that  we  are  unit¬ 
ed  in  a  firm  refolution  to  decline 
no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  country,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  edential  in- 
terefts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 

you. 


x 


STATE 

you.  I  fee,  and  feel,  with  great 
anxiety  and  concern,  that  the  va¬ 
rious  fervices  of  the  war  mull,  un¬ 
avoidably,  be  attended  with  great 
and  heavy  expences  ;  but  I  defire 
you  to  grant  ine  fuch  fupplies  on¬ 
ly,  as  your  own  fecurity  and  lail- 
ing  welfare,  and  the  exigency  of 
affairs  fhall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in 
the  zeal  and  affedlions  of  this  par¬ 
liament,  confciousthat,  duringthe 
whole  courfe  of  my  reign,  it  has 
been  the  conftant  object  of  my  care, 
and  the  wifh  of  my  heart,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  tru6  interehs  and  happi- 
nefs  of*  all  my  fubjedts,  and  to 
preferve  inviolate  our  excellent 
conhitution  in  church  and  hate. 


The  humhls A ddrefs  of  theLords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal ,  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfembled. 

Die  Mercurii ,  i°  Novembris ,  1780. 

Moh'  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majehy’s  moh  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majehy  our  moh  hum¬ 
ble  thanks  for  your  moh  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Permit  us  to  offer  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty  our  moh  dutiful  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  birth  of  another 
prince,  and  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen,  and  to  allure  your  ma- 
jehy,  that  every  addition  to  your 
majehy’s  domehic  happinefs  mull 
always  afford  the  higheh  fatisfac- 
tion  to  your  faithful  fubje&s. 

In  the  prefent  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  we  think  it  an 


PAPERS.  [2S3 

indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty  to 
make  thofe  fpirited  and  vigorous 
exertions  which  fuch  a  conjuncture 
demands;  and  we  beg  leave  to  af~ 
fure  your  majehy,  that  we  are 
united  in  a  firm  refolution  to  de¬ 
cline  no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in 
the  defence  of  our  country,  and  for 
the  prefervation  of  our  effential 
interehs. 

It  is  with  juh  and  heart-felt  in¬ 
dignation,  that  we  fee  the  monar¬ 
chies  of  France  and  Spain  leagued 
in  confederacy  to  fupport  the  re¬ 
bellion  in  your  majehy’s  colonies 
in  North  America,  and  employing 
the  whole  force  of  thofe  kingdoms 
in  the  profecution  of  a  war  waged 
in  violation  of  all  public  faith,  and 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  gratifying 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  dehroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  power  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

We  have  feen  with  great  fatis- 
fadtion,  that  the  force  which  with 
juh  confidence  was  entruhed  to 
your  majehy  by  parliament,  has, 
by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  on  the  bravery  of  your  fleets 
and  armies,  enabled  your  majehy 
to  withhand  the  formidable  at¬ 
tempts  of.  your  enemies,  and  to 
fruhrate  the  great  expe&ationsthey 
had  conceived  ;  and  we  hope  and 
truh  that  the  fuccefs  of  your  ma¬ 
jehy’s  arms  in  Georgia  and  Caro¬ 
lina,  eained  with  fo  much  honour 

7  O  r* 

to  the  conduct  and  courage  01  your 
majehy’s  officers,  and  to  the  va¬ 
lour  and  intrepidity  of  your  troops, 
will  have  the  moh  important  con- 
fequences  ;  and  that  fuch  fignal 
events  followed  by  thofe  vigorous 
meafures  which  your  majelty  re¬ 
commends,  and  in  which  we  are 
determined  to  concur,  will  difap- 

point 
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point  all  the  views  of  our  enemies, 
and  redore  the  bleffinp-s  of  a  fafe 

O 

and  honourable  peace. 

We  are  fatisfied  that  the  only 

* 

way  to  accompHfh  this  great  end 
which  your  majedy  fo  earneftly 
defires,  is  to  make  fuch  powerful 
and  refpeddable  preparations,  as 
fhall  convince  our  enemies  that  we 
will  not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law 
from  any  powers  whatever ;  but 
with  that  fpirit  and  refolution 
which  become  us,  will  maintain 
the  effential  rights,  honour,  and 
dignity  of  Great  Britain. 

We  have  a  deep  and  mod  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  the  co  nil  ant  folicitude 
your  majelby  fhevvs  to  promote  the 
true  intereds  and  happinefs  of  ail 
your  fubjecfs,  and  to  preferve  in¬ 
violate  our  excellent  eonditution  in 
church  and  date.  And  we  beg 
leave  humbly  to  adore  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  it  fhall  be  our  earned 
endeavour  to  judify  anddefervethe 
confidence  which  your  majedy  fo 
graeioufly  places  in  our  affe&ion, 
duty,  and  zeal. 

Eh  Majefty1  s  m  oft  gracious  Anftwer. 
My  Lords, 

Thank  you  heartily  for  this 
very  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 
The  joy  you  exprefs  in  the  in- 
creafe  of  my  family,  and  in  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  queen,  is 
extremely  agreeable  to  me. 

Your  wife  and  fpirited  refolu- 
tions  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi¬ 
gour,  and  to  maintain,  at  every 
hazard,  the  edeptial  intereds,  dig¬ 
nity,  and  honour  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  give  me  the  highed  fatis - 
iaddion,  and  mud  be  productive  of 
the  mod  falutary  effects  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houf;  of 
Commons  to  his  Majefty. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  rpajedy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjects,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  return  vour 
majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe, 
for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

W e  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  majedy  upon  the  fafe  delivery 
of  the  queen,  and  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  prince  ;  and  to  affure  your 
majedy,  that  we  take  a  fincere 
part  in  every  event  that  contri¬ 
butes  to  your  majefty’s  domedic 
happinefs. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut- 
mod  gratitude,  your  majefty  ?s  con- 
defcending  goodneis,  in  your  de- 
dre  to  meet  your  parliament  at 
this  time,  and  your  gracious  ex- 
preffions  of  attention  andregardto 
the  difpodtion  and  willies  of  your 
people. 

We  are  impreded  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  difficulties  of  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  conjuncture,  when 
the  whole  force  of  France  and 
Spain  is  combined  and  exerted  to 
fupport  the  rebellion  in  yourma- 
jedy’s  colonies,  and  to  attack  all 
the  dominions  of  your  crown  ; 
and  when  it  is  but  too  manifed  to 
all  the  world,  that  the  real  views 
of  this  mod  unjud  confederacy  are 
to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  com¬ 
merce  and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
in  refentment  for  the  fuccefsfu! 
efforts  which  this  nation  has  fo  of- 
ten  made,  to  fave  the  liberties  of 
Europe  from  the  ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

W e  have  obferved  with  great  and 
jud  fatisfaction,  that  your  majedy, 

by 
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by  the  fupport  of  your  parliament, 
and  the  fpirft  and  bravery  of  your 
llects  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
divine  protedlion,  been  enabled  to 
with  hand  the  formidable  attempts 
of  your  enemies  ;  and  we  offer  our 
molt  cordial  congratulations  to 
your  majeffy  on  the  figual  fuccef- 
fes  which  have  attended  the  pro- 
grefs  of  your  majefty’s  arms  in  the 
provinces  of  G-eorgia  and  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  in  which  the  conduct  and 
courage  of  your  majefty’s  officers, 
and  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of 
your  troops,  have  been  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguifhed. 

We  confider  your  majefty’s  ear¬ 
ned:  defire  and  folicitude  to  fee  the 
war  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion, 
as  the  ftrongefl  proof  of  your  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  for  your  people  :  but 
we  entirely  agree  with  your  ma- 
jefty,  that  fafe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace  can  only  be  fecured 
by  fuch  powerful  preparations  and 
vigorous  exertions  as  fhall  con¬ 
vince  our  enemies,  that  your  rna- 
jefty  and  your  parliament  are  unit¬ 
ed  in  a  firm  and  ftedfaft  refolution 
to  decline  no  difficulty  or  danger 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
effential  interefts. 

We  are  thoroughly  fenfible  that 
thefeends  cannot  be  effected  with¬ 
out  great  and  heavy  expences ;  and 
vve  will  grant  your  majefty  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  lading  fecurity  and 
welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  and 
the  exigency  of  affairs,  ftiall  be 
found  to  require. 

Your  majefty  may  rely,  with 
entire  confidence,  on  the  mod:  zea¬ 
lous  and  affectionate  attachment  of 
your  faithful  commons  to  your 
perfon,  family,  and  government  ; 
and  we  acknowledge,  with  the 
liveliefl  fentiments  of  reverence 
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and  gratitude,  that  the  conftant 
tenor  of  your  majefty’s  conduct 
{hews,  that  the  foie  objedts  of  your 
royal  care  and  concern  are  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  happinefs  of  your  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  preferve  inviolate  our 
excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  date. 

His  Majejly’s  mcjl gracious  Anfwer, 
Gentlemen, 

Thank  you  for  this  very  duti¬ 
ful  addrefs. 

I  receive  your  congratulations 
on  the  increafe  of  my  family,  and 
on  the  happy  recovery  of  the 
queen,  as  a  mark  of  your  loyalty 
and  affedtion. 

1  have  a  firm  confidence  that  the 
fupport  of  my  faithful  commons, 
and  the  fpirit  of  my  brave  people, 
engaged  in  a  juft  caufe,  and  fight¬ 
ing  for  their  country  and  their 
effential  interefts,  will,  in  the  end, 
enable  me  to  furmount  all  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  to  attain  the  objedt 
of  all  my  meafures  and  all  my  ex¬ 
ertions,  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


/lddrefs  of  the  Archbifhop,  Bifhops , 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  in  Convocation 
ajfembled ,  prejented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  17th  of  November , 
1780. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majefty’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
archbifhop,  bifhops,  and  clergy,  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  in  con¬ 
vocation  afiembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  1 
and  with  the  deeped  fenfe  of  gra-, 
titude  for  the  protedlion  we  conti¬ 
nue 
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nue  to  enjoy  under  your  majefty’s 
reign,  to  offer  our  unfeigned  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  farther  fecuri- 
ty  of  your  majefty’s  illuftrious 
ho'ufe,  by  the  birth  of  another 
prince,  and  on  the  happy  recovery 
of  our  gracious  queen,  the  pa- 
tronefs  of  religion  and  virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafion,  par¬ 
ticularly  obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  late  inftauce  of  your 
majefty’s  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  Chriftianitv,  in  your  royal  mu¬ 
nificence  to  the  pious  defigns  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  e- 
reCted  by  a  charter  of  your  glori¬ 
ous  predecdfor  King  William, 
and  now  reftored  to  its  former  ac¬ 
tivity,  by  the  liberal  contributi¬ 
ons  of  your  fuhje&s,  encouraged 
by  your  raajefty’s  example. 

Amidftall  the  protection  and  fa¬ 
vour  we  derive  from  the  goodnefs 
of  your  majefty’s  heart,  we  lament 
the  neceffity  of  confeffing,that  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  times  conti¬ 
nues  to  counteract  your  paternal 
care  for  the  ftate  of  national  reli¬ 
gion.  Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times  ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickednefs  of  the  age 
hath  of  late  been  direCtly  pointed 
at  the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue, 
eftablilhed  by  God  himfelf,  and 
apparently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  theLord’s 
Day,  and  the  invitations  of  men 
todefert  thereligiousdutiesof  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
belt,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiftrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  fup- 
prefling  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  minifters  of  re¬ 


ligion  is  impracticable.  We  hum¬ 
bly  affure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertions  of  ours  can  reach, 
we  (hall  not  fail  to  admonifh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  ex¬ 
ample. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  Popery  is  lefs  prevalent 
than  it  has  been  in  this  part  of  your 
dominions.  We  are  too  zealoufiy 

attached  to  Proteftantifm  not  to 
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oppofe  the  errors  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  as  well  in  controverfial  at¬ 
tacks,  as  in  the  more  fuccefsful 
way  of  teaching  the  doCtrines  of 
our  apoftoUcal  church  ;  adhering, 
at  the  fame  time  invariably  to  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation, 
which  direCt  us  to  oppofe  error  of 
every  kind,  by  argument  and  per- 
fuafion,  and  to  difavow  all  violence 
in  the  caufe  of  religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  ma¬ 
jefty  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft, 
indeed,  and  neceffary,  but,  in  its 
own  nature,  productive  of  much 
calamity,  blefs  your  majefty’s  ef¬ 
forts  with  decifive  fuccefs  ! 

Itbecomesus,  as  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
victory  which  has  a  tendency  to  the 
bleffmgs  of  peace  ;  and  whenever 
it  (hall  pleafe  his  infinite  wifdom 
to  reftore  them  to  this  nation,  we 
fhall  farther  befeech  him  to  grant 
to  your  majefty  the  full  enjoyment 
of  thofe  bieflings  for  many  years, 
in  the  profperity  and  unanimous 
loyalty  o£  your  fubjeCts. 

fo  which  Addrefs  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
niojl  gracious  Anfwer . 

1  Thank  you  for  your  congratu- 
,  lations  on  the  increafe  of  my 

family. 
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family,  and  the  happy  recovery 
of  the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal  you 
exprefs  for  the  interefls  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  and  I  fhall  continue  to 
make  it  my  conftant  endeavour  to 
fupport  them  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  againft  the 
incroachments  of  licentioufnefs  or 
fuperftition. 

Trull ing  to  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  bleffings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
people  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


HOUSE  or  LORDS. 

Thurfday ,  January  25,  1781. 
HE  following  meffage  from 
his  majefty  was  delivered  to 
the  houfe  by  Lord  Vifcount  Stor¬ 
mont,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
northern  department,  and  was 
read  bv  the  chancellor. 

J 

“  George  R. 

<(  His  majefty  judges  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that  during  the  recefs  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  has  beep  indifpenfably 
obligated  to  diredt  letters  of 
marque  and  general  reprifals  to  be 
iffued  againft  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
their  fubjedts. 

<c  The  caufes  and  motives  of 
his  majefty’s  conduct  on  this  occa- 
Hon,  are  fet  forth  in  his  public 
declaration,  which  he  has  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

“  His  majefty  has  with  the  ut- 
moft  reludtance  been  induced  to 
take  an  hoftile  meafure  againft  a 
(late,  whofe  alliance  with  this 
kingdom  ftood  not  only  on  the 
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faith  of  ancient  treaties,  but  on 
the  founded  principles  of  good  po¬ 
licy. — His  majefty  has  uied  every 
endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  States 
General  to  return  to  a  line  of  con- 
dudt,  conformable  to  thofe  princi¬ 
ples,  to  the  tenor  of  their  engage¬ 
ments,  and  to  the  common  and 
natural  interefts  of  both  kingdoms, 
and  has  left  nothing  untried  to 
prevent,  if  polfible,  the  prefent 
rupture. 

“  His  majefty  is  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  juftice  and  necellity  of  the 
meafures  he  has  taken,  will  be 
acknowledged  by  all  the  world. 
—  Relying  therefore  on  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
the  zealous  and  affectionate  fup¬ 
port  of  his  people,  his  majefty  has 
the  firmed  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous  exertion  of  the  fpirit  and 
refources  of  the  nation,  he  fhall  be 
able  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  inte¬ 
refts  of  his  people,  againft  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  bring  them  to  lif- 
ten  to  equitable  terms  of  peace*’* 


PROTEST  of  the  LORDS* 

Die  Jovis  250  Januariiy  1781. 

OVED,  That  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty 
on  the  foregoing  meffage  be  poft- 
poned,  in  orderthat  the  houfe  may 
take  into  confideration  another 
motion  £  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  orders,  that  there 
be  forthwith  laid  before  this  houfe 
copies  of  all  the  treaties  lately  fub- 
fifting  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  itates  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces,  and  alfo  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  between  his  majefty’s 

minifters 
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miniders  and  his  late  ambaffador 
at  the  Hague,  and  of  alj  memo¬ 
rials,  requisitions,  manifeftos,  an- 
fvvers,  and  other  papers  which 
have  palled  between  the  two 
courts,  as  far  as  they  relate  in  any 
refpeCt  to  the  prefent  rupture,  or 
to  any  mifunderdanding  or  com¬ 
plaints  which  have  exilled between 
the  two  nations  lince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilitiei?  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  provinces 
of  North  America. 

Which  being  objeCted  to,  after 
long  debate,  the  queftion  was 
put,  whether  to  agree  to  the  laid 
motion  ? 


It  was  refolved 

in  the 

negative. 

Contents  — 

19  ) 

Proxies  — - 

0) 

*9 

Non-contents 

68  \ 

84 

Proxies  — 

i6j 

Dissentient, 

1  fh.  Becaufe  we  cannot  confent 
to  involve  this  and  other  nations  in 
all  the  horrors  of  war,  but  upon 
the  cleared  proofs  both  of  judice 
and  neceffity ;  and  it  would  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  inconfiftent  with  our  pub¬ 
lic  truft,  without  fijch  evidence, 
to  give  a  parliamentary  fan £1  ion 
to  a  war  againd  the  ancient  and 
natural  allies  of  this  nation. 

It  is  on  the  judice  of  our  caufe, 
and  on  the  abfolute  hecefiity  of 
proceeding  to  fuch  extremities, 
that  we  mud  be  anfwerableto  God 
and  our  confciences  for  a  meafure, 
which  neceffarily  plunges  millions 
of  innocent  people  in  the  utmod 
didrefs  and  mifery.  It  is  on  this 
foundation  alone  that  we  can  with 
confidence  pray  for  fuccefs,  or 
hope  for  the  protection  of  Provi¬ 
dence. 

We  conceive  that  a  careful,  and 
above  all,  an  impartial  examination 


of  the  correfpondence  between  his 
majefty’s  miniders  and  his  late  am- 
baffador  at  the  Hague,  and  of  all 
the  memorials,  complaints,  requi- 
fitions,  manifedos,  anfwers,  and 
other  papers  which  have  paffed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  courts,  as  far  as  they 
relate  in  any  refpeCt  to  Hie  prefent 
rupture,  is  indifpenfable  to  war¬ 
rant  parliament  in  pronouncing 
■whether  the  hodilities  which  his 
majedy  has  authorifed  his  fubje&s 
to  commence  againd  thofe  of  tjie 
Seven  United  Provinces  are,  or 
are  not,  founded  in  judice,  and 
confequently  before  they  can  with 
propriety  offer  to  his  majedy  any 
advice,  or  promife  him  any  affid- 
ance  in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

The  fudden  attack  which  the 
miniders  have  advifed  his  majedy 
to  begin  againd  the  property  of 
our  neighbours,  failing  in  full  con¬ 
fidence  of  peace  and  of  their  alli¬ 
ance  with  this  nation,  made  with¬ 
out  allowing  the  ufual  time  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaties,  even  between 
enemies,  for  fecuring  the  property 
of  unfufpeCting  individuals  in  cafe 
of  a  hidden  rupture,  is  a  proceed¬ 
ing  which,  till  explained,  mud 
appear  unwarranted  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  contrary  to  good  faith; 
nor  can  we,  upon  the  bare  re¬ 
commendation  of  miniders,  ap¬ 
prove  of  fuch  a  conduCt,  or  deter¬ 
mine  upon  the  nice  condru&ion 
of  treaties  and  reciprocal  obliga¬ 
tions,  without  fo  much  as  hearing 
what  our  late  allies  and  friends 
have  on  their  fide  to  alledo;e. 

But  the  influence  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  miniders  in  parliament  has 
been  fuch,  as  to  obtain  not  only 
the  rejection  of  a  motion  which 
has  been  made  for  this  neceffary 
information,  but  alfo  to  induce 
this  great  council  of  the  nation, 

on 
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on  a  matter  deeply  affe&ing  their 
moil  important  interefts,  to  give 
a  folemn  opinion,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  fads  on  which 
they  have  pronounced,  with  fo 
blindfold  a  compliance  to  the  will 
of  the  court. 

2 d  1  y ,  Becaufe  however  fufli- 
cient  the  reafon  of  j  u  It  ice  ought  to 
be,  that  of  expediency  may  per¬ 
haps  be  more  prevalent,  and  is 
not  wanting  on  this  occaflon. 

Itl  tas  been  the  uniform  and  ap¬ 
proved  policy  of  our  ableil  flatef- 
men,  for  near  a  century,  to  form 
adiances,  and  to  unite  with  the 
powers  on  the  continent  to  refill 
the  ambitious  attempts  of  theHoufe 
of  Bourbon.  The  protellant  re¬ 
public  of  Holland,  from  the  free¬ 
dom  of  its  conllitution  and  fenti- 
ment,  as  well  as  from  its  religion, 
has  ever  been  deemed  a  valuable 
flip  port  of  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
Twice  have  they  been  on  the  very 
verge  of  falling  a  facrifice  to 
France  in  this  caufe,  and  we  can 
never  believe  that  their  old  affec¬ 
tion  to  Great  Britain  can  have 
been  alienated,  much  lefs  that  a 
diredt  rupture  with  them  can  have 
become  neceffary  on  our  part,  with¬ 
out  grofs  mifmanagement  in  our 
councils.  We  cannot  but  form  the 
moll  ferious  apprehenlions  at  fee  • 
ing  the  three  great  Protellant  and 
free  countries  of  Great  Britain, 
North  America,  and  Holland,  fo 
weakening  each  other  by  war,  as 
to  become  an  eafy  prey  to  the  an¬ 
cient  enemy  of  them  all,  when¬ 
ever  fhe  fhall  pleafe  to  turn  her 
arms  again  ft  them. 

We  are  not  infenfible  of  thedi- 
it  refs  ful  lituation,  with  relpect  to 
the  armed  neutral  powers,  into 
yvhich  vve  have  been  led,  Hep  by 
Itep,  by  the  unfortunate  American 
Vo l.  XXIV. 
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war  ;  but  as  we  are  convinced  that 
wicked  and  weak  councils  have 
been  the  foie  caufe  of  that  unhap¬ 
py  conteft,  fo  we  are  perfuaded 
that  honefl  and  able  minifters 
might  have  prevented  this,  amongll 
feme  of  its  wretched  confe- 
quences. 

But  vvhi  1(1  the  fame  meafures, 
which  have  caufedour  unexampled 
calamities,  continue  to  be  purfued 
and  cherifhed ;  whilft:  a  fyftem  of 
corruption  prevails,  which  nlult 
exclude  both  ability  and  integrity 
Tom  our  councils  ;  whilft  every 
in t ere  It  of  the  Hate  is  facrificed  to 
its  fupport,  and  every  attempt  at 
reformation  rejedted,  our  condi¬ 
tion  can  change  but  from  bad  to 
worfe* 

It  is  not  for  us  to  pretend  to 
foretell  events,  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  providence;  but  if  caufes 
are  fuffered  to  produce  their  na¬ 
tural  confequences,  we  cannot  but 
apprehend,  from  the  prefent  Con¬ 
duct  of  our  affairs,  every  danger 
to  this  country,  both  foreign  and 
domellic,  to  which  a  nation  can 
be  expo  fed. 


Richmond, 

Portland, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Harcourt, 

Ferrers, 


Rockingham, 

Devonfhire, 

Pembroke, 

Coventry. 


SECOND  PROTEST. 


Dissentient, 

For  the  above  reafons,  and  for 
that,  inflead  of  being  convinced  of 
the  juflice,  neceffity,  or  policy,  of 
a  war  with  Holland,  as  we  ought 
to  be,  before  vve  give  our  fandtion 
to  that  meafure,  it  appears  to  ns, 
as  far  as  the  information  we  poffefs 
enables  us,  tobe  equally  contrary, 
to  the  interdl  of  both  countries, 
L / J  and 
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and  to  the  inclinations  of  all  whofe 
inclinations  ought  to  influence  the 
councils  of  either.  Of  fuch  i n - 
cliriations,  in  many  refpectable 
them  berg  of  the  Dutch  govern¬ 
ment,  we  thought  we  faw,  and 
we  faw  it  with  pica  fare,  a  fa  hi  - 
cient  indication  to  encourage 
us  to  hope,  that  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  open  a  negociation, 
by  which,  if  conduced  with  the 
temper,  and  in  the  language  of 
conciliation,  we  may  avert  the 
evils  which  the  continuance  of  this 
unnatural  war  cannot  fail  to  pro¬ 
duce. 

With  th  is  view,  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  debates,  with  the 
earneftnefs  and  ferioufnefs  fuitable 
to  the  occafion,  not  to  lofe  an  hour 
in  propoflng  a  ceffation  of  hofti- 
lities  with  Holland,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  meeting  and  cultivating  a 
friendly  difpofition,  of  reconciling 
commercial  differences,  and  for  re- 
ftoring  that  union  of  political  in- 
tcrefts  which  has  been  hitherto 
thought  fundamentally  neceffary 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  The*  inattention  of  his 
rnajefty’s  min  liters  to  fuch  a  pro- 
pofition,  in  the  actual  circum- 
ftances  of  this  country,  their  dis¬ 
inclination  to  the  objects  of  it,  fo 
plainly  maniieftea  by  the  unprece¬ 
dented  eanfifeations  intended  by 
their  proclamation  of  the  2oth  of 
December  laft,  the  lofs  of  fo  va¬ 
luable  an  ally,  the  acceffion  of  fo 
confiderable  a  force  to  the  formi¬ 
dable  powers  antecedently  com¬ 
bined  againft  us,  and  the  juft 
grounds  it  affords  to  apprehend  the 
acceffion  of  other  powers  to  that 


combination,  leave  us  no  other 
part  to  take,  as  members  of  this 
houfe,  after  having  ftated  our 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  the  danger, 
and  faggefled  what  we  conceive  to 
be  the  belt  and  only  remedy,  than 
to  enter  our  folemn  protect  to  ex¬ 
culpate  ourfelves  from  being  ac- 
ceffary  to  that  accumulation  of 
evils,  which  we  forefee,  and  think 
might  be,  but  will  not  be  pre¬ 


vented* 

Wv  combe 

j 

Camden, 

Richmond 

Ferrers, 


Portland, 
Rockingham 
Fit  z  william, 
Pembroke 


LORDS  PROTEST, 

Die  Jovis  Mart  21°,  1781. 

AN  A<ft  for  raifing  a  certain 
fum  of  money  by  way  of 
annuities,  and  a  lottery  ;  and  for 
confolidating  certain  annuities 
which  were  made  one  joint  ftoek, 
by  an  adi  made  in  the  fecond  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
with  certain  annuities  confol (dated 
by  feveral  acts  made  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-fixth  years  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  II.  and  in 
the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty  ; 

Moved,  “  That  the  faid  bill 
be  now  read  a  third  time.  ?  Which 
being  objected  to,  after  debate  the 
queftion  was  put  thereupon  ;  and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  faid  bill  was  then  accord¬ 
ingly  read  a  third  time.  The 
queftion  was  put,  that  the  faid 
bill  do  now  pafs  :  it  was  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 


J  The  divifion  did  not  take  place  till  half  after  one  in  the  morning,  nor  did 
ths  houfe  rile  u,l  pah  two. 

Dis- 


STATE 

Dissentient, 

“  Becaufe  when  a  bargain  im¬ 
provident  in  its  terms,  corrupt  in 
its  operation,  and  partial  in  its  di- 
flributions,  is  negociated  by  a  mi- 
yiiiter  afting  for  the  public,  its  hav¬ 
ing  pafTed  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  can  be  no  reafon  for  its 
puffing  without  observation  thro’ 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Without 
waving  our  undoubted  right  of 
giving  a  negative  to  this  or  any 
ether  bill,  we  refptdl  the  principle 
of  public  credit  too  much  to  at¬ 
tempt,  at  this  jun&ure,  to  exer- 
cife  that  right,  though  if  we  look¬ 
ed  only  at  the  enormity  of  the 
abufc,  the  moil  dire£t  oppofition 
never  could  be  more  prooerly  call¬ 
ed  for. 

I 

“  Twenty  one  millions  are  add¬ 
ed  to  the  capital  of  the  debt  for  a 
Joan  of  twelve  ;  five  and  a  half 
per  cent,  perpetual  annuity  is 
granted ;  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
thouiand  pounds  are  to  be  levied 
in  the  yearly  taxes  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple.  In  fuch  a  fituation  the  moil 
rigid  ceconomy  ought  to  have  been 
ufed,  and  the  premium  on  the 
loan  ought  to  have  been  reduced 
in  proportion  to  the  exorbitance  of 
the  intereil  to  be  paid.  Several 
■circumflances  appeared  favourable 
to  the  miniiler,  if  his  objcdl  had 
been  to  ferve  his  country,  rather 
than  to  raiie  a  faction  for  his  own 
fupport.  Befides  the  profpetl  de¬ 
rived  from  the  beginning  of  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace,  it  is  allowed 
that  treble  the  fum  fubferibed  had 
been  offered,  and  a  very  large  part 
or  that  furplus  by  perfons  more  re- 
fponfible  than  very  many  of  thofe 
who  were  admitted.  In  that  fitua- 
tion,  fo  favourable  to  the  borrow¬ 
er,  where  the  being  permitted  to 
lend  was  fought  with  emulation, 
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the  firil  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury  chofe  to  make  a  bargain, 
opened  at  ten  per  cent,  premium 
the  day  after  the  loan. 

“  This  price  was  not  the  cffebl 
of  mere  popular  opinion,  or  of 
artful  management,  but  was 
grounded  on  the  real  value  of  the 
great  body  of  the  other  flocks  at 
the  time,  and  was  no  more  than 
what  arofe  from  a  juft  relation  to 
the  refl.  We  are  the  more  diffa- 
tisfied  with  this  fhameful  prodi¬ 
gality  of  public  money,  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  the  period  when  a 
flribl  and  confcientious  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public  treafure  at  home 
became  a  foundation  for  the  glory 
of  our  arms  abroad.  During  the 
Duke  of  Newcaflle’s  adminiflra- 
tion,  the  feveral  fucceffive  loans 
from  the  year  1758  inclufive,  to 
the  time  of  his  removal  from  office, 
never  exceeded  one  and  a  half  per 
cent,  at  the  opening  ;  they  were 
generally  lefs,  and  fometimes  at 
difeount.  Yet  the  national  ere-* 
dit  was  in  vigour.  During  that 
time  forty-three  millions  were  bor¬ 
rowed.  In  thofe  happy  days,  the 
minifters  flan  ding  on  national 
ground,  were  not  in  a  flate  of 
lervitude  to  any  fet  of  men,  nor 
led  through  a  falfe  fyflem  of  po* 
litics,  to  aggravate  the  difireffes 
of  their  country,  by  hiring  a  venal 
cry  to  perfonate  the  voice  of  the 
public,  and  to  give  fupport  to  the 
meafures  which  had  occasioned  fuch 
diflreffes. 

“  It  is  not  a  matter  of  furprizc 
to  11s,  at  a  time  when  fuch  things 
can  be  done  with  impunity,  that 
lords  of  the  greatefl  honour  and  a- 
bility  have  wholly  difeontinued 
their  attendance.  But  it  is  not 
improper  that  thofe  lords  who  do 
fometirnes  attend,  fhould  record 
IT]  2  then 
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their  names  in  teftimony  of  their 
ftrong  condemnation  of  the  toms 
of  this  loan,  and  of  the  motives, 
which,  they  conceive,  dictated 
terms  fo  very  difadvantageous  to 
the  crown  and  the  nation. 

Rockingham, 

Portland, 

O  fborne, 

J.  St.  Afaph, 

JJe  Ferrers, 

Fitzwilliam,, 

Bolton, 

Pcnionby.’5 


! An  finer  of  the  States  Genera!  to  the 
Manifefto  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain* 

IF  ever  the  annals  of  the  world 
have  furnifhed  an  inftance  of  a 
free  and  independent  hate  being 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  in  the  molt 
unjufti liable  manner,  and  without 
the  lead  appearance  of  right  or 
equity,  by  a  neighbouring  power 
allied  for  a  long  time,  and  bound 
by  ties  founded  on  the  bails  of 
common  intereft,  it  is  without 
doubt,  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Netherlands,  which 
iinds  it! elf  in  that  cafe  with  his 
fnajelly  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  minifters.  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  difputes,  which  had 
arifen  between  that  kingdom  and 
its  American  colonies,  their  Fligh 
Mightineffes,  nowife  obliged  to 
interfere,  had  taken  the  firm  and 
determined refolution  to  adopt  and 
ftridly  to  adhere  to  the  moll  exa£t 
neutrality:  and  when  the  faid  dif¬ 
putes  had  kindled  the  flames  of  a 
war  which  hath  embroiled  more 
powers  than  one,  and  fpread  in 
feveval  parts  of  the  world,  their 
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High  Mightineffes  have  conftantly 
obferved  and  maintained  the,  fame  ! 
line  of  conduct  ;  whiHt,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  have  taken  care 
to  g  ive  on  many  oceaiions,  and  in 
feme  in  fiance  s  of  a  very  enential 
nature,  the  moil  convincing  proofs 
of  their  fincere  inclination  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  wifnes  of  his  majefty  : 
fo  far  as  they  could  do  it  without 
going  againft  the  rules  of  impar¬ 
tiality,  or  bringing  in  queihon 
their  rights  of  fovereignty. 

It  was  with  this  view,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  that  their  High 
Mightinefles  from  the  beginning, 
and  at  the  requifition,  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  can  fed  moil  ex- 
prefs  inhibitions  to  be  publifhed 
againft  the  exportation  of  all  war¬ 
like  ftores  to  the  colonies  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  in  A.merica  ;  and 
againfl  all  fraudulent  trade  with 
the  faid  colonies  ;  and  in  order 
that  the  faid  prohibitions  fhould 
be  more  effectually  carried  into 

j 

execution,  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes  made  no  difficulty  to  take  Rich 
farther  fieps  as  greatly  circum- 
feribed  their  own  navigation,  and 
the  trade  of  their  fubjebts  with  the 
Hutch  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

It  was  to  further  the  above  pur- 
-pofes,  that  their  High  Mightinef¬ 
fes  fent  the  moil  exacl  orders  to  all  I 
commanders,  and  governors  of 
their  colonies,  and  fettlements,  as 
well  as  to  the  commanders  of  their 
fliips  of  war,  carefully  to  abftain 
from  doing,  in  regard  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  flag,  any  thing  from  which 
could  be  juftly  inferred  or  deduced 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendency  of  the  faid  colonies:  and 
it  is  alfo,  efpecially  to  the  above 
intent,  that  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  having  received  a  memorial 
prefented  to  them  by  the  Englilh 

ambaffa- 
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ambaffador,  full  of  the  heavicft 
complaints  agHnft  the  Governor 
(>f  St .  Euflatia,  condefcended  to 
deliberate  on  the  laid  memorial  ; 
though  couched  in  terms  little 
confonant  with  the  regard  which 
fovereign  powers  owe  to  each 
other  :  the  confequence  of  the 
faid  deliberation  was  the  immedi¬ 
ate  recall  of  the  faid  governor, 
whom  their  Hindi  Mightineffes 
called  to  an  account  for  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  who  was  not  permitted 
to  return  to  Ids  refidence  till  he 
had  cleared  himfelf  of  all  the 
charges  brought  againfl  him,  be¬ 
fore  a  court  of  juilice;  a  copy  of 
whofe  proceedings  was  foon  after 
tranfmitted  to  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  majefty. 

By  fuch  meafures  as  thefe,  their 
High  Mightineffes,  who  always 
earneftly  wifhed  to  avoid  giving 
the  fmalleft  caufe  of  difcontent  to 
his  Bri  tannic  majefty,  have  con- 
dantly  endeavoured  to  promote  and 
cultivate  perfect  harmony;  but  his 
Britannic  rriajeftv’s  conduct  to- 

J  j 

wards  the  Republic  has  been  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite. 

The  differences  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles 
had  fcarcely  broke  out,  when  they 
beheld  the  ports  of  England  filled 
with  Dutch  veffels,  which  were 
unjudly  feizedand  detained  :  thefe 
veffels  navigated  upon  the  faith  of 
the  treaties,  and  were  not  laden 
with  any  other  merchandife  than 
what  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  trea¬ 
ties  had  declared  free  and  legal. 

O 

They  beheld  tliofe  free  cargoes 
forced  to  fubmlt  to  an  arbitrary 
and  defpotic  authority.  The  ca¬ 
binet  of  St.  Tames’s  knowing  no 
other  rule  than  an  affumed  right  of 
temporary  convenience,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  appropriate  thofe  cargoes  to 
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the  ufe  of  the  crown  by  a  forcible 
purchafe,  and  to  employ  them  in 
the  fervice  of  the  king’s  navv. 

O  J 

The  molt  earned  and  ierious  re- 
prefentations  on  the  part  of  their 
High  Mightineffes  againft  thefe 
proceedings  were  ineffectual,  and 
it  was  in  vain  that  they  urged,  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner  poflible,  the 
treaty  fu blitting  between  England 
and  the  Republic.  By  this  treaty, 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  flag  are  deciiivejy  and  clearly 
Hated.  The  fubjeCts  of  Great 
Britain  had  fully  enjoyed  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  treaty,  in  the  firft 
and  only  cafe,  wherein  it  pleafed 
the  Court  of  London  to  remain 
neuter,  whilft  the  Republic  was 
engaged  in  a  war.  Certainly  then 
in  a  reciprocal  cafe  that  court 
could  not,  without  the  greateft  in- 
juffice,  refufe  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fame  advantages  to  the  Re¬ 
public  ;  and  as  little  right  as  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  to  withhold 
the  advantageous  effects  of  this 
treaty  from  their  High  Mightinef¬ 
fes,  he  had  as  little  foundation  for 
attempting  to  make  them  quit  the 
neutrality  they  had  embraced,  and 
to  force  them  to  plunge  into  a 
war,  tire  caule  of  which  related 
immediately  to  the  rights  and  pof- 
feffions  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
lying-  beyond  the  limits  of  defen- 
five  treaties. — And,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  treaty,  his  majelty,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  differ¬ 
ence  with  the  crown  of  France, 
has  made  no  fcruple  of  infringing 
and  violating  it.  The  trefpaffes 
and  infractions  made  on  this  treaty 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  arbitrary  decilions  of  the  courts 
of  juilice  in  that  kingdom,  di- 
reCtly  contrary  to  the  exprefs  fanc- 
tion  of  the  fame  treaty,  multi- 

in  3  piled 
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plied  daily.  The  merchant  veffeis 
became  the  innocent  victims  of  the 
exactions  and  accumulated  vio¬ 
lences  of  the  Englifh  men  of  war 
and  privateers.  They  did  not 
however  reft  there. — T  he  very  flag 
of  the  Hates  was  not  fpared,  blit 
openly  and  outragemifly  infulted 
by  a  hoftile  attack  upon  the  con¬ 
voy,  under  the  care  of  the  Rear- 
Admiral  Comte  de  Byland.  The 
ftrongeft  reprefentations  from  the 
Hates  to  his  Britannic  majefty  were 
difregarded,  the  fhips  taken  from 
the  convoy  were  declared  good 
prizes,  and  this  infult  on  the  flag 
of  the  Republic  was  very  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  open  violation  of  their 
neutral  territory,  as  well  in  Eu¬ 
rope  as  America.  They  will  con¬ 
tent  themfelves,  however,  with  re¬ 
citing  two  examples. 

At  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  his 
Britannic  majefty  attacked,  and 
carried  away  by  force  feveral  veflels 
that  lay  at  anchor  under  thecannon 
of  the  fort,  where,  according  to 
the  inviolable  rights  of  mankind, 
the  veflels  oupht  to  have  found  a 

o 

fecure  afylum.  The  infuks  com¬ 
mitted  by  an  armed  Englifh  veffel 
oil  the  coaft  of  the  Republic,  near 
Geedereede ,  furnifh  a  fecond  exam¬ 
ple  of  thefe  violations.  Thefe  in¬ 
fill  ts  were  carried  fo  far,  that  many 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  dwelt 
on  the  fhore,  where  they  ought  to 
have  fuppofed  themfelves  fecure 
from  any  di  it  u  Chance,  were  expos¬ 
ed,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire  from 
.the  flups,  to  Rich  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  that  they  were  forced  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  interior  part  of  the 
ifland.  Yet,  for  thefe  unheard  of 
proceedings,  the  Republic,  not- 
with  [landing  the  ftrongeft  and  heft 
founded  reprefentations,  has  riot 
obtained  the  fmalleft  fatisfa&ion. 
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Affair^  being  thus  fituated,  fo 
that  their  High  Mightineffes  had 
no  other  alternative  left  them,  but 
to  fee  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  their  fubjeCts,  on  which  the 
ruin  or  profperity  of  their  Repub¬ 
lic  alone  depends,  totally  annihi¬ 
lated,  or  elfe  to  adopt  meafures 
hoftile  to  their  old  friend  and  ally  ; 
at  this  period  the  Empire  fs  of  RuL 
fia,  urged  by  a  generous  magna¬ 
nimity  of  difpofition,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  interfere,  and  with  as  much 
affeCtion  as  humanity  invited  the 
Republic  to  take  the  jufteft  mea¬ 
fures,  and  fuch  too  as  were  en¬ 
tirely  confident  with  the  treaty 
Ribflfting  between  the  dates  and 
other  powers,  for  the  defending 
and  maintaining,  in  conjunction 
with  her  Imperial  majefty,  and  the 
other  northern  powers,  thofe  pri¬ 
vileges  and  immunities  which  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  the  molt 
folemn  treaties  allowed  to  neutral 
fags. 

This  invitation  could  not  but  be 
infinitely  agreeable  to  their  High 
Mightineffes,  fince  they confidered 
it  as  a  means  of  fecuring  the  undif- 
turbed  commerce  of  their  fubjeCts 
upon  the  moil  folid  bafis,  and  as 
holding  out  a  method  of  protecting  j 
their  independence  againft  every 
infraction,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  propofed  nothing  at  all  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  alliance  contraCled  be¬ 
tween  them  and  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty,  or  the  other  belligerent 
powers.  But  this  was  a  meafure 
of  which  the  court  of  London  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deprive  the  Republic,- 
by  proceeding  with  precipitation 
to  the  moil  defperate  extremities, 
by  recalling  their  ambaffador,  by 
the  publication  of  a  manifefto, 
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containing  a  lift  of  flClitious  grie¬ 
vances,  and  by  granting  letters 
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of  marque  and  pretended  reprifal 
again  ft  the  dates,  their  fubjedts, 
and  their  property,  by  which  vio¬ 
lence  indeed  this  court  did  nothing- 

(  i 

more  than  clearly  carry  into  proof 
and  practice  the  defigns  which  they 
have  for  a  long  time  fullered,  of 
disregarding  the  true  and  effential 
interefts  which  connect  the  two 
nations,  and  of  deftroying  the 
bonds  of  their  ancient  amity  by  an 
attack  fo  replete  with  inj nftice. 

It  will  not  be  at  all  neceffary  to 
enter  into  an  elaborate  refutation 
of  the  reafons,  and  pretended  griefs 
which  were  alltdged  in  the  mani- 
fefto,  to  convince  every  impartial 
man  of  their  entire  want  of  Solidity- 
It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  in 
fewr  words,  with  refpedl  to  the  of¬ 
fer  wrhich  was  made  by'  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majedy  for  opening  an  ami¬ 
cable  conference,  that  the  foie  ob¬ 
ject  of  thefe  conferences  could 
only  be  this,  to  take  into  condder- 
ation  the  naval  treaty7  fpoken  of 
above ;  that  the  condruclion  of  this 
treaty7,  conceived  as  it  is,  in  terms 
the  moil  clear  and  exprefs,  could 
not  be  a  fubjedt  of  any  doubt  or 
equivocation  ;  that  it  gives  the 
neutral  powers  a  free  right  of  coh- 
veydngto  the  belligerent  powers  all 
kinds  of  naval  {lores  ;  that  the 
Republic,  neither  propofng  any 
thing  elfe  to  themfelves,  nor  defir¬ 
ing  any  thing  more  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majeily7,  than  the  quiet,  un- 
didurbed  enjoymeijt.  of  rights,  ili- 
pulated  in  this  treaty,  a  point  fo 
manifeft,  and  incontrovertibly  e- 
quitablc,  cojjld  not  perceive  any 
reafon  or  motive  for  a  negociation, 
or  any7  other  new  convention,  which 
mull  have  been  derogatory' to  the 
treaty  in  qqellion,  particularly  as 
their  High  Might  ineffes  could  riot 
prevail  upon  themfelves,  nor  ex- 
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perience  the  lead  difpofition  to  re¬ 
nounce,  voluntarily,  rights  juftly 
acquired,  nor  to  defid  from  their 
rights  by  a  regardfor  the  Court  of 
England;  a  renunciation,  which 
though  advantageous  to  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  would  be  to¬ 
tally  incompatible  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  neutrality,  and  by  which 
their  High  Mightineifes  would, 
from  another  ouarter,  have  fub- 
jedled  the  date  to  dangers,  which 
they  think  it  is  their  duty  mod 
folemnly  to  avert.  A  renunciation 
alfo  which  would  have  carried  with 
it  a  mod  irreparable  injury  to  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  which 
is  the  principal  fupport  of  the  Re¬ 
public,  and  the  fource  of  all  their 
profperity  ;  for  the  different 
branches  of  their  commerce  are 
feveraliy  fo  intimately  connected, 
with  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  one 
whole,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fe- 
parate  one  part  of  fo  principal  a 
nature  as  was  expected  by  the^ 
Court  of  London,  without  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin  and  deftrudlion  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  body  ;  not  to  mention  that 
at  this  time,  when  their  High 
Mightineifes  made  a  reafonable 
difficulty  of  acceding  to  the  pro- 
pofed  conference,  they  yet  quali¬ 
fied  and  tempered  this  effectual 
exercife  of  their  rights  by  a  provi- 
fiona'l  refolution. 

As  for  the  fuccours  required, 
their  High  Might  ineffes  cannot 
diffemble  that  they  never  could 
conceive  how  his  Britannic  majedy 
thought  himfelf  ju filled  to  infill, 
under  the  mod  didant  appearance 
of  right  or  equity,  for  the  adid- 
ance  dipulatcd  by  the  treaties,  at 
the  time  when  he  had  already  fore¬ 
gone  the  obligation  which  they  irn-? 
pofed  on  him  towards  the  Repub¬ 
lic.  Their  High  Migntineffes 
[Tl  4  were 
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were  not  lefs  furprifed  to  fee  that, 
whilftthe  difturbances  in  America, 
and  theirdiredft  confeqiiences,  could 
not  affedl  theRepublic  by  virtue  of 
any  treaty,  and  that  the  affiftance 
had  not  been  required  before  the 
declaration  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
had  increafed  the  number  of  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  his  Britannic 
maielly  had  neverthelefs  taken  oc- 
c alien,  from  this  event,  to  infill  on 
his  demand  with  fo  much  ardor 
and  earneflnefs,  as  if  his  majelly 
had  a  right  to  pretend  and  main¬ 
tain,  that,  a  war  being  once  kin¬ 
dled  between  him  and  fome  other 
power,  was  alone  fufficient  to  com¬ 
pel  the  hates  to  grant  diredlly,and 
without  any  previous  examination, 
the  faid  ftipulated  affiftance. 

The  Republic,  it  is  true,  had 
bound  itfelf  by  treaties  to  aid  and 
affift  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  whenever  that  power  Ihould 
be  attacked  or  threatened  with  an 
unjuft  war:  the  Republic*  was 
moreover  to  declare  war  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  againft  the  aggrdfor ;  but 
their  High  Mightinelfes  never  in¬ 
tended  to  give  up  that  right  which 
is  the  nature  of  a  de.fenfive  al¬ 
liance,  and  which  cannot  be  dis¬ 
puted  to  the  allied  powers,  to  ex¬ 
amine  ftrft,  and  before  they  grant 
the  required  affiftance,  or  take 
part  In  the  war,  the  principles  of 
the  diffentions  which  have  prevail¬ 
ed  ;  the  nature  of  the  differences 
from  which  they  fpfang  ;  as  alfo 
to  inveftigate  and  maturely  weigh 
the  reafons  and  motives  which 
may  inforce  the  C a  ft  is  Feeder  is ,  and 
which  are  to  form  the  balls  of  the 
equity  and  lawfulnefs  of  the  war, 
cm  the  part  of  that  confederate 
ftate  claiming  the  aforefaid  affift- 
anee.  There  is  not  a  treaty  ex- 
t  nt,  by  which  their  High  Migh- 
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tineffes  have  foregone  the  inde¬ 
pendence  ol  the  H  ates,  or  fieri - 
ficed  their  interefts  to  thole  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  right  of  lo  ne- 
celfary  and  indifpenfahle  an  ex¬ 
amination  ;  by  taking  fuch  fteps  as 
might  infinuate,  that  they  Ihould 
be  looked  upon  as  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  pleafure  of  Great 
Britain,  by  granting  the  required 
affiftance  ;  even  when  the  above 

court,  beinp’  at  variance  with  an- 
7  0 

other  power,  thinks  proper  to  pre¬ 
fer  a  war  to  an  amicable  accom¬ 
modation  on  well  fupported  com- 

therefore  through  fpirit 
of  party,  or  the  fcheme  of  a  predo¬ 
minant  cabal,  but  after  a  mature 
deliberation,  and  by  a  delire  of 
fupporting  the  deareft  interefts  of 
the  Republic,  that  all  the  provin¬ 
cial  Hates  refpedfively  have,  with 
one  voice,  teftifted  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  affiftance  requir¬ 
ed  Ihould  be  politely  refufed  ;  and 
them  High  Mightinelfes  would  not 
have  failed  to  communicate  to  his 
Britannic  majelly,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  refolutions,  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated requefts  for  affiftance, 
had  they  not  been  prevented  from 
io  doing,  by  the  violent  and  un¬ 
precedented  inful t  offered  to  the 
Dutch  flag,  under  the  command  of 
Rear-Admiral  Byland  ;  by  thei 
being  refufed  redrefs  on  fo  feriou 
a  matter,  and  by  his  rnaje fly’s  de¬ 
claration,  no  lefs  ftrange  than  un- 
juft,  in  regard  to  the  fufpeniion  of 
the  treaties  which  fu bulled  between 
him  arid  the  Republic.  Thefe 
were  fo  many  events,  which,  as 
they  required  deliberations  of  a 
different  kind,  put  an  end  to  thofe 
which  were  held  in  confeauenee  of 
the  aforefaid  requifitions.  It  is  in 

vain, 
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vain,  and  in  oppofition  to  all 
truth,  that  endeavours  have  been 
ufed  to  multiply  the  number  of 
grievances,  by  alledging  the  flip- 
preluon  of  duties  on  exports,  as  a 
meafure  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  of  naval  f  ores  over  to 
France  :  for,  befides  that  the 
laid  fuppreffion  is  an  object  which 
refpects  the  interior  regulation  of 
commerce,  to  which  all  fovereigns 
have  an  uncontroverted  right 

4  o 

and  for  which  they  are  account¬ 
able  to  no  one,  the  matter  has 
been  put  in  deliberation,  but  ne¬ 
ver  finally  refolved  upon  ;  fo  that 
thofe  duties  are  Hill  on  the  for¬ 
mer  footing  ;  and  what  is  fet  forth 
refpedting  this  matter  in  the  ma- 
nifefto,  is  totally  groundlefs,  tho’ 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to¬ 
wards  the  Republic,  furniftied 
their  High  Mightineffes  with  but 
too  many  motives  to  juftify  fuch  a 
meafure  on  their  part. 

The  difpleafure  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  in  regard  to  what  has  been 
done  for  Paul  Jones,  is  equally 
groundlefs.  Their  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes  had  for  many  years  before 
given  general  and  pofitive  orders 
for  the  admiffion  into  their  ports, 
of  all  privateers  and  armed  flips, 
with  their  prizes  ;  orders  which 
have  been  obferved  and  executed 
without  the  leaf  exception  :  in 
this  cafe  their  high  Mightineffes 
could  not  defift  from  fuch  orders, 
in  regard  to  an  armed  fhip,  which, 
provided  with  a  com  million  from 
the  American  Congrefs,  was  in 
the  Texel,  together  with  the  fri- 
gates  of  a  fovereign  power,  with¬ 
out  affumir.g  the  part  of  judges, 
and  giving  a  decifion  in  a  matter 
which  their  High  Mightineffes 
were  not  obliged  to  take  any  cog- 
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nizance  of,  and  in  which  it  feem- 

ed  to  them  contrary  to  the  interelf 

of  the  Republic  to  interfere :  their 

H  1  ir  h  Mi  ghtinelfes,  therefore, 
0,0  7 

thought  it  bell  not  to  fwerve  from 

v- 

the  rules  eftablifhed  for  fo  long  a 
time,  but  refolved  to  lay  the 
ftrongeft  injunctions,  left  the  faid 
privateers  and  armed  lhip.s  ftiould 
take  in  any  warlike  ftores,  and 
defired  them  to  quit  the  road  as 
foon  as  poffible,  without  being 
permitted  to  fojourn,  but  juft  as 
long  as  would  prove  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  repair  the  damages  fuf- 
fered  at  fea  ;  declaring  formally 
at  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of 
a  longer  delay,  their  departure 
Ihould  be  pofitively  infilled  upon. 
To  this  purpofe,  the  commanding 
officer  in  the  faid  road  took  care 
to  make  every  requifite  difpofi- 
tion,  the  effedts  of  which  the  pri¬ 
vateer  of  Paul  Jones  had  hardly 
time  to  prevent.  In  regard  to 
what  has  happened  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  the  informations 
tranfmitted  to  their  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes,  from  time  to  time,  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  are  in  diredt  oppofition 
to  thofe  which  feem  to  have  been 
laid  before  his  Britannic  majefty. 
The  frequent  complaints  of  the 
Eaft  India  direction,  addreffed  to 
them,  and  which  the  love  of  peace 
had  obliged  the  latter  to  fmother, 
as  it  were,  in  their  breafts,  are  fo 
many  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the 
affertion.  The  meafures  taken  in 
regard  to  the  Weft-Indies,  before 
mentioned,  will  ferve  at  all  times 
for  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  the  zeal,  and  of  the 
attention  with  which  their  High 

O 

Mightineffes  have  affiduoufty  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obferve,  in  thefe 
countries,  the  moft  exadl  and  ftricl 
neutrality  j  nor  could  their  High 

Mis'li- 
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Mightineffes  find  out  the  lead  le¬ 
gal  proof  of  any  infraction  of 
theii*  orders  in  this  refpeCt. 

“  As  for  what  concerns  the 
project  of  an  eventual  treaty  of 
commerce  with  North  America, 
framed  by  a  member  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  province  of  Hol  ¬ 
land,  without  the  fanftion  of  any 
public  authority  ;  and  the  memo¬ 
rials  prefented  on  this  matter  by 
the  chevalier  Yorke,  the  matter 
happened  as  follows  : 

“  As  foon  as  this  ambaffador 
had  prefented  a  memorial,  dated 
Nov.  io,  1780,  their  HighMighti- 
neffe's,  without  noticing  the  ex- 
prefiions,  rather  unbecoming  be¬ 
tween  fovereigns,  with  which  this 
memorial  abounded,  did  not  delay 
entering  into  the  moll  fenous  de¬ 
liberation  on  that  matter  ;  and  by 
their  refolution  of  the  27th  of  the 
fame  month,  they  did  not  hefitate 
to  difclaim  and  difapprove  pub¬ 
licly  whatever  had  been  done  in 
this  affair. 

44  After  this  they  had  every  rea- 
fon  to  expeCt  that  his  Britannic 
Majefty  would  have  acceded  to  this 
declaration,  fince  he  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  have  no  jurifdi&ion  over  the 
refpective  provinces,  and  that  it 
was  to  the  States  of  Holland,  to 
whom,  as  being  in  veiled  as  the 
States  of  the  other  provinces  with 
a  fovereign  and  exclusive  authority 
over  their  fubjeCts,  was  to  be  fub- 
rnitted,  an  affair  which  their  High 
MightinelTeshad  noreafon  todoubt 
but  the  other  States  of  the  laid  pro¬ 
vinces  would  regulate  accordingto 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  and  con¬ 
formably  to  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  the  principles  of  equity.  The 
eagernefs  with  which  the  chevalier 
Yorke,  by  his  iecond  memorial, 
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infilled  on  the  punifhment,  could 
not  of  courfe,  but  appear  very 
fl  range  to  their  High  Mightineffes, 
that  if  he  did  not  receive  the  very 
fame  day  an  anfwer  to  his  memo¬ 
rial  in  every  refpecl  fatisfaflory, 
he  fhould  find  himfelf  obliged  to 
acquaint  his  court  thereof  by  an 
extraordinary  courier.  Their  High. 
Mightineffes,  informed  of  this  de¬ 
claration,  foon  perceived  its  im¬ 
portance,  as  a  manifeilation  of  the 
meafures  already  determined  on  in 
the  king’s  council ;  and  although, 
accordingto  the  eilabliihedcuflom, 
Inch  verbal  declarations  from  fo¬ 
reign  miniflers  admit  of  no  deli- 
13  e  r  a  t  i  o  n ,  t  h  e  y  n  e  v  e  r  t  h  e  1  e  fs  t  h  o  1 1  g  h  t 
proper  to  fet  it  aftde  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  to  defire  their  recorder 
to  wait  on  the  chevalier,  and  in¬ 
form  him,  that  his  memorial  had 
been  taken  ad  refere?idum ,  by  the 
deputies  of  the  refpedlive  provinces, 
according;  to  the  received  cuilom 
and  conilitution  of  government  ^ 
adding,  at  the  fame  time,  what 
feemed  defignedly  omitted  in  the 
manifefto,  that  they  would  endea¬ 
vour  to  frame  an  anfwer  to  his  me¬ 
morial  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  the 
conilitution  of  government  would 
permit.  In  confequence  thereof, 
a  few  days  after,  the  deputies  of 
the  province  of  Holland  gave  no¬ 
tice  to  the  affembly  of  their  High 
Mightineffes,  that  the  dates  of 
their  province  had  una  voce ,  re- 
folved  to  require  the  advice  of 
their  court  of  juilice  in  regard  to 
the  requifition  of  punifhment,  re¬ 
queuing  the  faid  court  to  give 
their  opinion  as  foon  as  poffible, 
foregoing  all  other  affairs.  Their 
High  Mightineffes  did  not  fail  to 
acquaint  the  chevalier  Yorke  with 
the  above  refolve  ;  but  what  was 
their  fuvprize  and  aflonifhment, 

when 
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when  they  underftood  that  the  fa  id 
ambafTador,  after  having  read  his 
indrutf  ions,  had  fent  a  note  to  the 
recorder,  wherein  he  called  the 
abovefaid  refolve  illulive,  and 
flatly  refufed  to  tranffnit  it  to  his 
court  !  This  obliged  their  High 
MicrhtindTes  to  fend  it  to  Count 

•  o 

Welderen,  their  minifter  at  Lon¬ 
don,  with  orders  to  lay  it  imme¬ 
diately  before  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  ;  but  the  refufal 
of  the  latter  created  an  obftacle  to 
the  execution  of  thole  orders. 

All  the  circumftances  of  this  af¬ 
fair  being  thus  expofed,the  impar¬ 
tial  public  will  be  enabled  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  principal  motive,  or 
rather  pretence,  to  which  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  has  had  recourfe, 
in  order  to  give  a  lcope  to  his  de- 
figns  againft  the  Republic.  To 
this  we  may  reduce  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  :  his  Majefty  was  informed  of 
a  negociation  which  would  have 
taken  place  between  a  member  of 
the  government  of  one  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  a  reprefentative  of  the 
American  congrefs  ;  which  nego¬ 
tiation  intended  to  lay  the  plan 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Republic  and 
the  fa  id  colonies,  cafu  quo ,  that  is 
to  fay,  that  in  cafe  the  indepen¬ 
dency  of  thole  colonies  Ihould  be 
acknowledged  by  the  crown  of 
England  ;  this  negociation,  al¬ 
though  conditional,  and  holdi  ngby 
a  claufe  which  depended  on  the 
anterior  adt  of  his  majefty,  this 
negociation,  which,  without  the 
Lid  act,  or  anterior  declaration, 
could  not  have  the  leaft  effedt,  was 
fo  mifconftrued  by  his  Majefty, 
and  excited  his  difpleaiure  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  thought  proper 
to  require  from  the  States  a  pub¬ 
lic  disavowal  and  disapprobation, 
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as  well  as  a  complete  punifhment 
and  fatisfadfion  :  It  was  in  confe- 
quence,  and  without  the  leaft  de¬ 
lay,  that  their  High  Mightinefiea 
acceded  to  the  fir  ft  part  of  his  re- 
quifition  ;  but  the  punifhment  in¬ 
filled  upon  was  not  within  their 
power,  and  they  could  not  alien t 
to  it,  without  Itriking  at  the  root 
of  the  fundamental  conftitution  of 
the  lftate.  The  States  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland  were  the  only 
ones  to  which  it  pertained  lawfully 
to  take  cognizance  of  it,  and  to 
provide  thereto  by  the  ordinary 
means,  and  the  authority  of  the 
laws.  This  fovereign  ftate  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  maxims  which  oblige 
them  to  refpebt  the  authority  of 
the  laws,  and  fully  convinced  that 
the  maintaining  that  department 
in  all  the  integrity  and  impartiality 
which  are  inseparable  from  it,  is 
the  firmed  bafis  of  the  fupreme 
power;  that  fovereign  ftate,  oblig¬ 
ed  by  what  is  held  moft  facred,  to 
defend  and  protect  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  its  fubjedls,  could 
not  forget  itfelf  fo  far  as  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  will  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  by  attempting  to  over¬ 
turn  thofe  rights  and  privileges, 
andexceedingthe  limits  prefcribed 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  its  go¬ 
vernment:  thefe  laws  required  the 
intervention  of  the  judicial  depart¬ 
ment,  and  thofe  were  the  means 
which  the  above  dates  refolved  to 
ufe,  by  requiring  on  this  object, 
the  advice  of  the  court  of  juftice, 
eftablifhed  in  their  province. 

By  an  adherence  to  this  method 
it  was,  that,  before  the  eyes  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  Englifh  na¬ 
tion,  and  all  Europe,  were  dis¬ 
played  the  unalterable  principles 
of  that  juftice  and  equity  which 
form  the  leading  feature  of  the 
'  Dutch 


Soo]  A  N  N  U  A  L  REGISTER,  1781. 


Dutch  conditution,  and  which,  in 
fo  important  a  part  of  public  ad - 
minidration,  we  mean  that  which 
concerns  the  exercife  of  the  judi¬ 
ciary  power,  will  for  ever  ferve  as 
a  bulwark  a^aind  whatever  could 
militate  with  the  iecurity  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  a  free  nation.  It 
was  alfo  by  thefe  means,  and  by 
following  this  road,  that,  far  from 
precluding  juflice,  or  evading  the 
punifhment  required,  a  free  courfe? 
on  the  contrary,  has  been  laid  open 
to  a  regular  procefs,  conformably 
to  the  conftitutional  principles  of 
the  Republic  ;  and  by  the  fame 
reafon,  in  fhort,  depriving  the 
court  of  London  of  any  pretence 
to  complaint  of  a  denial  of  juflice, 
care  has  been  taken  to  anticipate 
the  lead  fhadow,  or  appearance  of 
reafon,  which  might  have  autho- 
rifed  that  court  to  make  reprifals  ; 
to  which,  neverthelefs,  it  has 
had  recourfe  without  fcruple,  in 
a  manner  equally  odious  and  un¬ 
juft* 

To  thefe  ends,  and  fince,  after 
the  repeated  outrages  and  heavy 
Ioffes  which  the  fubjedfs  of  this 
Republic  mud  have  experienced 
from  his  Britannic  Majedy,  their 
High  MightinefTes  find  themfelves 
furthermore  provoked,  and  aflailed 
by  his  aforefaid  Majedy,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  thofe  means  which 
they  have  in  hand,  in  order  to  de¬ 
fend  the  precious  rights  of  their 
liberty  and  independence  ;  they 
entertain  the  firmed  hope  that  the 
Lord  of  hods,  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  who,  by  the  palpable  di¬ 
re  ion  of  Providence,  fupported 
and  carried  this  Republic  through 
the  great-eft  dangers,  will  blefs  the 
means  widen  they  have  determined 
to  employ,  by  crowning  the  juftice 
©i  their  arms,  with  the  ever  tri¬ 


umphant  abidance  of  his  omnipo¬ 
tent  protection  ;  avhilft  their  High 
MightinefTes  will  ardently  figh  af¬ 
ter  the  indant,  when  they  dial!  fee 
their  neighbour  and  old  ally,  but 
now  their  enemy,  recalled  to  fen- 
timents  more  moderate  and  equit¬ 
able.  And  it  is  at  that  period, 
where  their  High  MightinefTes  will 
improve  all  the  opportunities 
which,  confonant  with  the  honour 
and  independence. of  a  free  date, 
may  tend  to  a  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  them  and  their  old  friend 
and  ally. 

Thus  given  and  fettled  in  the 
affembly  cf  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes,  our  lords  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces,  at  the 
Hague,  the  10th  day  of  March, 
1781. 

Signed,  Coccu  Haaftan,  Vt. 

By  command,  H.  Fag  el. 


Copy  of  the  Maritime  Treaty 
betweenthe  Emprefs  of  Ruff'd  and 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  acceded  to 
by  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces . 

ARTICLE  I. 

HEIR  refpedtive  majedies 
are  fully  and  fmcerely  de¬ 
termined  to  keep  upon  the  mod 
friendly  terms  with  the  prefent 
belligerent  powers,  and  p refer ve 
the  mod  exadl  neutrality  :  they  fo- 
Jeninly  declare  their  firm  intention 
to  be,  that  their  refpeexive  fub- 
j'edls  dial]  dridily  obferve  the  laws 
forbidding  all  contraband  trade 
with  the  powers  now  being,  or 
that  may  hereafter  be,  concerned 
in  the  prefent  difputes. 

II.  To  prevent  all  equivocation' 
or  mifunderftanding  of  the  word 

contra- 


I 


STATE 

contraband,  their  imperial  and 
royal  majefties  declare  that  the 
meaning  of  the  laid  word,  13  iolely 
retrained  to  fuch  goods  and  com¬ 
modities  as  are  mentioned  under 
that  denomination  in  the  treaties 

fubfnliim  between  their  faid  ma¬ 
rt 

jellies  and  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  Her  imperial  majefty  a- 
biding  principally  by  Llie  Xth  and 
Xlth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce  with  Great  Britain  ;  the 
conditions  therein  mentioned, 
which  are  founded  on  the  rip-ht  of 

C> 

nations,  being  underllood  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  kings  of  France  and 
Spain  ;  as  there  is  at  prefent  no 
fpeciiic  treaty  of  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  latter  and  the  for¬ 
mer.  His  Dan ifn  majefty,  on  his 
part,  regulates  his  conduct  in  this 
particular  by  the  firft  article  of  his 
treaty  with  England,  and  the 
XXVIth  and  XXVIIth  of  that 
fubfiilimr  between  his  faid  ma- 
jell  and  the  king  of  France,  ex- 
tending  the  provifions  made  in 
the  latter  to  the  Catholic  King  ; 
there  being  no  treaty  ad  koc}  be¬ 
tween  Denmark  and  Spain. 

III.  And  whereas  by  this  means 
the  word  contraband ,  conformable 
to  the  treaties  now  extant,  and  the 

ftiuulations  made  between  the 

1 

contracting  powers, and  thufe  that 
are  now  at  war,  is  fully  explained  ; 
efpeeially  by  the  treaty  between 
Ruffia  and  England  of  the  20th  of 
June  1766;  between  the  latter 
and  Denmark,  of  the  1  1  th  of  July 
1670  ;  and  between  tlieir  Danifh 
and  molt  Chriftian  majefties,  or 
Augult  23d,  1742  ;  the  will  and 
opinion  of  the  high  contracting 
powers,  are,  that  all  other  trade 
wha|tfoever  ihall  be  deemed  and 
remain  free  and  unreilrained. 

Bv  the  declaration  delivered  to 
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the  belligerent  powers,  their  con¬ 
tracting  majefties  have  already 
challenged  the  privileges  founded 
on  natural  right,  whence  fpring 
the  freedom  of  trade  and  naviga¬ 
tion  ;  as  well  as  the  right  of  neu¬ 
tral  powers  ;  and  being  fully  de¬ 
termined  not  to  depend  in  future 
merely  011  an  arbitrary  interpreta¬ 
tion,  devifed  to  anfwer  fome  pri¬ 
vate  advantages  or  concerns,  they 
mutually  covenanted  as  followeth: 

Firft,  That  it  will  be  lawful  for 
any  ftiip  whatever  to  fail  freely 
from  one  port  to  another,  or  along 
the  coaft  of  the  powers  now  at 
war. —  2dly,  That  all  merchandife 
and  effe£ls  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jedls  of  the  faid  belligerent  powers, 
and  (hipped  on  neutral  bottoms, 
fhall  be  entirely  free  ;  except  con¬ 
traband  goods.  —  3 diy.  In  order 
to  afeertain  what  conftitutes  the 
blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it 
is  to  be  underftood  to  be  in  fuch 
predicament,  when  the  aflailing 
power  has  taken  fuch  a  ftation,  a9 
to  expofe  to  imminent  danger,  any 
ftiip  or  fiiips  that  would  attempt 
to  fail  in  or  out  of  the  faid  ports. 
— ythly,  No  neutral  fhips  fhall  be 
Hopped  without  a  material  and 
well-grounded  c'aufe  :  and  in  fuch 
cafes  juftice  Ihall  be  done  to  them 
without  lofs  of  time  ;  and  beftdes 
indemnifying,  each  and  every 
time,  the  party  aggrieved,  and 
thus  flopped  without  fufficient 
caufe,  full  fatisfadlion  fhall.be 
given  to  the  high  contracting 
powers,  for  the  infult  offered  to 
their  flag. 

IV.  In  order  to  proted  officially 
the  general  trade  of  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjects,  on  the  fundamental 
principles  aforefaid,  her  Imperial, 
and  his  royal  majefty  have  thought 
proper,  for  effecting  fuch  purpofe, 

each 
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each  refpe&ively  to  lit  out  a  pro¬ 
portionate  rate  of  fhips  of  war  and 
frigates.  The  fquadro?*  of  each 
of  the  contracting  powers  {hall  be 
Rationed  in  a  proper  latitude,  and 
fhall  be  employed  in  efcorting 
convoys  according  to  the  particu¬ 
lar  circutnftances  of  the  navigators 
and  traders  of  each  nation. 

V.  Should  any  of  the  merchant¬ 
men  belonging  to  the  fubje&s  of 
the  contracting  powers,  fail  in  a 
latitude  where  fhall  be  no  fhips 
of  war  of  their  own  nation,  and 
thus  be  deprived  of  the  protection  ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  the  commander  of 
the  fquadron  belonging  to  the 
other  friendly  power  fhall,  at  the 
requeft  of  faid  merchantmen,  grant 
them  lincerely,  and  bona  fide,  all 
neceffary  afibtance.  The  fhips  of 
war  and  frigates,  of  either  of  the 
contracting  powers,  fhall  thus  pro¬ 
tect  and  affift  the  merchantmen  of 
the  other  :  provided  neverthelefs, 
that  under  the  fanCtion  of  fuch  re¬ 
quired  affiftance  and  protection, 
no  contraband  be  carried  on,  nor 
any  prohibited  trade,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  neutrality. 

VI.  The  prefent  convention 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 
relative  effeCt ;  that  is  to  extend 
to  the  differences  that  may  have 
arifen  fince  its  being  concluded  : 
unlels  the  controverfy  fhould  fpring 
from  continual  vexations  which 
might  tend  to  aggrieveandopprefs 
all  the  European  nations. 

VII.  If,  notwithflanding  the 
cautious  and  friendly  care  of  the 
contracting  powers,  and  their 
Heady  adherence  to  an  exaCt  neu-' 
trality,  the  Ruffian  and  Danifh 
merchantmen  fhould  happen  to  be 
infulted,  plundered,  or  captured 
by  any  of  the  armed  fhips  or  pri¬ 
vateer®  belonging  to  any  of  the 
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belligerent  powers  :  in  fuch  cafe 
the  ambaffador  or  envoy  of  the  ag¬ 
grieved  party,  to  the  offending 
court,  fhall  claim  fuch  fhip  or 
fliips,  infilling  on  a  proper  fatis- 
faCtion,  and  never  neglect  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  reparation  for  the  infult  of¬ 
fered  to  the  flap-  of  his  court.  The 

o 

minifter  of  the  other  contracting 
power  fhall  at  the  lame  time,  in 
the  moil  efficacious  and  vigorous 
manner,  defend  fuch  reqmiition, 
which  fhall  be  fupported  by  both 
parties  with  unanimity.  But  in 
cafe  of  any  refufal,  or  even  delay 
in  redreffing  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of ;  then  their  majefties 
mill  retaliate  againft  "the  power 
that  fhall  thus  refufe  to  do  them 
juftice,  and  immediately  agree  to¬ 
gether  on  the  moft  proper  means 
of  making  well-founded  reprifals. 

VIII.  In  cafe  either  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  or  both  at  the 
fame  time,  fhould  be  in  any  man¬ 
ner  aggrieved  or  attacked,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  prefent  conven¬ 
tion,  or  for  any  reafon  relating 
thereto  ;  it  is  agreed,  that  both 
powers  will  jofn,  aCt  in  concert 
for  their  mutual  defence,  and 
unite  their  forces  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  to  themfelves  an  adequate 
and  perfeCt  fatisfaCtion,  both  in 
regard  to  the  infult  put  upon  their 
refpeCtive  flags,  and  the  Ioffes  fuf- 
fered  by  their  fubjeCts. 

IX.  This  convention  fhall  re¬ 
main  in  force  for  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  war  ; 
and  the  obligation  enforced  there¬ 
by,  will  ferve  as  the  ground -work 
of  all  treaties  that  may  be  fet  6n 
foot  hereafter :  according  to  future 
occurrences,  and  on  the  breaking 
out  of  any  frefh  maritime  ware 
which  might  unluckily  diflurb  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  Mean¬ 
while? 
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while*  all  that  is  hereby  agreed 
upon  fhah  be  deemed  as  binding 
and  permanent,  in  regard  both  to 
mercantile  and  naval  affairs,  and 
{hall  have  the  force  of  law  in  de¬ 
termining  the  rights  of  neutral 
nations. 

X.  1  he  chief  aim  and  principal 
oojecl  of  the  prefent  convention 
being  to  fecure  the  freedom  of 
trade  and  navigation,  the  high 

r>  •  1  i  ^ 

contracting  powers  have  antece¬ 
dently  agreed,  and  do  engage  to 
give  to  all  other  neutral  powers 
free  leave  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
treaty,  and,  after  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  rells,  {hare  equally  in 
the  obligations  and  advantages 
thereof. 

XI.  In  order  that  the  powers, 
now  at  war,  may  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  ftrength  and  nature  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  the 
two  courts  aforefaid  ;  the  high- 
contra&ing  parties  {hall  give  no¬ 
tice,  in  the  moil  friendly  manner, 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  of  the 
meafures  by  them  taken  ;  by 
which,  far  from  meaning  any 
manner  of  hoftility,  or  caufing 
any  lofs  or  injury  to  other  powers, 
their  only  intention  is  to  protect 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  their 
refpeftive  fubje&s. 

XII.  This  convention  fhall  be 
ratified  by  the  contrafting  powers, 
and  the  ratifications  interchanged 
between  the  parties  in  due  form, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from 
the  day  of  its  being  figned,  or 
even  fooner,  if  poflible.  In  wit¬ 
ness  whereof,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
full  powers  granted  us  for  the  pur- 
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pofe,  we  have  put  our  hands  and 
feals  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

Given  at  Copenhagen,  July 
the  19th,  1780. 

(Signed) 

Charles  D’Osten,  called 

SOKEN. 

J.  SCHACK  RATLAU, 

A.  P.  Compte  Bernstorff. 

O.  T  HO  ft. 

H.  Likstedt. 

Acceded  to,  and  figned  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  court  of 
Sweden,  at  Peterfburgh,  21ft  of 
July,  1780,  and  by  the  States- 
General  accepted  Nov.  20,  1780, 
and  figned  at  Perfburgh,  Jan.  y, 
1781,  with  the  addition  only  of 
article 

XIII.  If  tlfe  refpe£live  fqua- 
drous,  or  {hips  of  war,  fhould 
meet  or  unite,  to  a£I  in  conjunc¬ 
tion,  the  command  in  chief  will 
be  regulated  according  to  what  is 
commonly  praftifed  between  the 
crowned  Heads  and  the  Republic. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  -of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  of* 
J}  mb  led*. 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  Brit  if? 
Subjects  ref  ding  in  the  Provinces 
of  Bengal ,  Bahar  and  Orijfa , 
and  their  fever  a  l  Dependencies. 


Sheweth, 

“  1  A  your  petitioners  la- 

A  bouring  under  the  weight 
of  many  and  great  grievances, 
know  not  where  to  apply  for  re¬ 
lief  with  fo  much  propriety  and 
confidence  as  to  the  commons  of 


*  Pie fented  to  the  Houfe  Jaa.  24,  1781. 
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Great  Britain  in  parliament  af- 
fembled,  the  great  guardians  of 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  Bri- 
tifh  fubjedts. 

“  That  your  petitioners  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  there  are  certain 
rights  inherent  in  Englilhmen, 
and  confirmed  by  the  molt  fa c red 
acts  of  the  iegifiature,  which  no 
power  on  earth  can  legally  deprive 
them  of,  where  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  are  in  force. 

That  your  petitioners  ob¬ 
served,  with  the  deepeft  concern 
and  affliction,  that  at  the  palling 
of  the  a 61  of  the  i  3th  George  III, 
intituled,  ‘  An  Act  for  eftablilh- 
“  ine  certain  regulations  for  the 
s£  belt  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Eall  India  Company,  as 
well  in  India  as  in  Europe 
and  previous  to  it  very  erroneous 
reports  had  been  propagated,  and 
injurious  ideas  entertained,  of  the 
principles  and  practices  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  fubjedis  refiding  within  thefe 
provinces  ;  from  which  it  was  in¬ 
ferred,  that  they  required  more 
rigorous  reftraints  and  coercions 
than  have  been  ufually  impofed 
upon  Englishmen. 

<c  That  your  petitioners,  know¬ 
ing  fuch  reports,  when  applied  to 
the  community,  to  be  void  of  all 
foundation  in  truth,  did  flatter 
themfelves  that  time,  better  in¬ 
formation,  and  their  own  loyal 
and  obedient  conduct,  would  have 
convinced  their  enemies,  and  the 
whole  Englifh  nation,  of  the  in- 
juffice  and  cruelty  of  thefe  fuppo- 
fitions,and  have  excited  the  kno  wn 
candour  of  the  Britilh  Parliament 
to  frame  in  their  wifdom  fuch  or¬ 
dinances  and  regulations  as  were 
better  adapted  to  the  real  circum- 
fiances  and  fituation  of  your  pe¬ 
titioners. 


i6  That  your  petitioners  k.tvcS 
for  fome  years  vainly  flattered 
themfelves  with  this  expectation, 
and  now  find,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  forrow,  that  their  dutiful  fab*- 
miiTion  appears!  only  to  have  en¬ 
couraged  the  Juftices  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  to  proceed  flep  by 
ilep  in  reducing  them  to  the  molt 
grievous  diltrefs,  till  your  peti¬ 
tioners  have  in  fact  been  put  out 
of  the  law  by  a  declaration  from 
the  Bench  on  a  folemn  pccafion, 
that  the  act  of  parliament  above 
recited  was  not  intended  for  the 
feeurity  and  protection  of  the 
wdiole,  but  for  the  immediate  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  part  of  Che  inhabitants 
of  thefe  provinces, 

“  That  your  petitioners  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  that  the  trial  by  Jury, 
in  all  cafes  where  it  can  be  grant¬ 
ed,  is  one  of  thefe  inherent,  un¬ 
alienable,  and  indefeaiible  rights, 
of  which  neither  time  nor  circum- 
ftances  can  deprive  a  Britilh  fub- 
jedl  living  under  Britilh  laws  ; 
yet  the  juftices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal 
have  by  the  adtual  or  aflumed 
powers  of  a  charter  granted  un¬ 
der  an  aft  of  parliament,  refufed 
to  allow  your  petitioners  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  facred  bulwark  of 
their  freedom,  except  in  criminal 
cafes;  thereby,  as  your  petitioners 
apprehend,  acting  in  direct  con¬ 
tradiction  to  the  late  adh  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land,  and  the  Great  Char¬ 
ter  of  Britilh  liberties.  —  This 
grievance  fo  infupportable,  mull 
come  home  to  the  break;  of  every 

j 

Englifh  man  ;  and  none  will  feel 
it  more  fenfibly  than  the  enlight¬ 
ened  members  of  a  Britilh  fenate. 

u  With  all  due  fubmiffion  to 
the  will  of  their  moll  gracious 

Sovereign, 
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Sovereign,  and  with  the  mod  loyal 
and  fin  cere  affedtion  for  hisperfon, 
family,  and  government,  your  pe¬ 
titioners  humbly  apprehend,  that 
neither  letters  patent,  nor  any 
other  grant,  can  be  valid  if  made 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the 
land  :  yet  the  faid  judices,  acting 
under  letters  patent,  affume  a 
power  not  only  to  fine  and  impri¬ 
son  your  petitioners,  but  to  decide 
on  all  aftions  for  damages  for  per¬ 
sonal  wrongs,  both  determining 
the  fact,  and  affeffing  the  damages 
to  any  amount,  at  their  own  dif- 
cretion,  thereby  taking  to  them- 
fcl  ves  an  uncontrouled  dominion 
over  the  perfons,  and  property  of 
your  petitioners,  to  the  great  fear 
and  imminent  danger  of  all  Bri- 
tifh  Subjects. 

“  Your  petitioners  humbly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  in  all  fubjedd  dates, 
but  more  efpecially  in  one  fo  re¬ 
mote  from  the  feat  of  empire, 
where  the  difproportion  between 
the  governing  power  and  thofe 
governed  is  fo  great  as  to  make 
the  prefent  fafety  and  future  per¬ 
manency  of  the  dominion  itfelf 
depend  entirely  upon  the  preca¬ 
rious  tie  of  ideal  Superiority,  that 
all  pofiible  tendernefs  and  caution 
fhould  be  ufed  to  prevent  that 
opinion  being  weakened  or  de- 
ftroyed,  or  the  authority  and  re¬ 
putation  of  the  government  lef- 
fened,  left  the  multitude  fhould 
be  encouraged  to  put  themfelves 
on  a  level  with  their  rulers,  and 
lofe  that  idea  of  their  fuperior 
power  by  which  alone  they  are 
held  in  fubjeddion  ;  but,  to  the 
great  mortification  and  alarm  of 
your  petitioners,  they  fee  the  re- 
fpedd  and  veneration  which  the 
natives  have  hitherto  manifefted 
for  the  government  daily  decreaf- 
Vou  XXIV. 
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ing,  owing,  as  your  petitioners 
verily  believe,  to  the  extenfion  of 
the  authority  of  the  court,  adding 
independent  of  the  government, 
to  perfons  and  cafes  where  they 
conceive  it  never  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature  to  allow 
th  em  to  a6i  :  a  fpirit  of  contempt 
for  its  authority,  and  for  Eu- 
ropeans  in  general,  heretofore  un¬ 
known,  diffufing  itfelf  among  the 
natives,  which,  if  not  retrained 
in  due  time,  mull  terminate  in 
difaffeddion  and  refinance,  and  ul¬ 
timately  occadon  the  deftruddiori 
of  the  Brit  ifh  fubjedds  redding  in 
thefe  provinces,  and  the  lofs  of 
thefe  valuable  dominions  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  for  ever. 

“  That  your  petitioners  enter- 
taining  the  mod  perfeddeonvitdion 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations, 
fuggeded  by  the  refidance  fhewn 
to  the  authority  of  government  in 
various  parts  of  thefe  provinces, 
and  by  the  late  daring  tumult, 
heretofore  unprecedented,  which 
happened  in  open  clay  in  the  ca¬ 
pital,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
feat  of  judicature  itfelf,  offer  them 
with  fubmidion  to  your  mod  Se¬ 
rious  confideration. 

“  Your  petitioners  have  been 
informed,  and  believe,  that  ex  poft 
fatto  and  retrofpeddive  laws  arc 
contrary  to  natural  judice,  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  laws  of  England, 
and  irreconcileable  to  the  feelings 
of  a  Brit  ifh  parliament,  and  that 
they  are  held  in  abhorrence  by 
the  nation.  —That  if  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  admitted  in  England, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  mod  fated  confequences, 
they  mud  apply  dill  more  forcibly 
to  a  Subjected  country  Situated  at 
the  didance  of  half  the  globe, 
where  the  manners,  cudoms,  laws, 
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and  prejudices  of  the  people  dif¬ 
fer  fo  widely  from  thofe  of  the 
governing  nation.  Your  peti¬ 
tioners  appeal  to  the  humanity  of 
the  Britifli  Parliament  to  reflect 
on  the  innumerable  hardfhips 
which  mud  enfue,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  confufion  which  mull  be  oc- 
cafioned,  as  well  to  perfonal  rights 
as  to  private  and  public  property, 
by  giving  to  the  voluminous  and 
intricate  laws  of  England  a  bound- 
lefs  and  retrofpebiive  power  in  the 
midlt  of  Alia,  and  by  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  thofe  laws,  made  lor  the 
freed  and  mod  enlightened  people 
on  earth,  the  principle  of  whole 
conditution  is  founded  in  virtue 
and  liberty,  to  tran factions  with 
the  natives  of  India,  who  have 
from  time  immemorial  lived  under 
a  defpotic  government,  edablilhed 
on  fear  and  reftraint.  .  And  your 
petitioners  mod  earnedlycal!  upon 
you  to  confider  what  mud  be  the 
fears*  what  mud  be  the  terrors  of 
individuals,  to  find  their  titles  to 
property,  their  tran  find  ions  and 
engagements  with  natives,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  edabliihment  of  the 
court  of  judicature,  tried  by  the 
dandard  of  Englifh  law,  and  by 
men  educated  under  its  forms,  and 
unavoidably  imbibing  its  prejudi¬ 
ces  ;  when  no  fuch  laws  could  be 
known  to,  or  pradifed  by,  natives 
or  Europeans,  then  refiding  in 
the  country,  and  at  a  time  too, 
when  few  or  no  perfons  of  a  legal 
knowledge  were  in  the  country  to 
aifid  or  advife  them. 

“  Your  petitioners  humbly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  no  tyranny  can  be 
more  dreadful  in  its  operations, 
or  more  fatal  in  its  confequences, 
than  that  a  court,  edablifhed  by 
law,  with  all  the  Authority  of  one 
of  the  fird  courts  in  England, 


fliould  alfo  pofiefs  undefined  powers 
and  jurifdidion,  of  which  the 
judges  of  it  are  the  foie  interpre¬ 
ters,  and  under  no  controul,  but 
at  the  immenfe  didance  of  the 
mother  country  ;  yet  fuch  is  the 
fit  u  at  ion  of  your  petitioners ;  they 
are  placed  within  the  reach  of  thisi 
two-edged  weapon,  furrounded 
with  the  toils  and  pitfalls  of  the 
law,  in  a  country  where  perjury 
is  almod  a  profefiion,  unknowing 
where  they  may  red  in  fafety:  for 
the  judges  of  this  court  can,  at 
pleafure,  determine  on  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  a  civil  injury,  the  de¬ 
gree  of  its  criminality,  by  what 
datutes  it  fhall  be  tried,  what  pe¬ 
nalties  {hall  be  inflifted,  and  who 
are,  and  \who  are  not,  amenable 
to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court. 
The  judges  have  declared  that 
they  are,  by  the  charter  of  judice, 
empowered  to  moderate  the  laws 
ot  England  by  the  cudoms  of  this 
country ;  But  their  information 
refpe£ting  thefe  cudoms  can  only 
be  obtained  from  fuch  witneffes  as 
appear  before  them,  and  it  is  in 
the  breads  of  the  judges  to  admit 
or  reject  what  evidence  theypleafe* 
This  power  has  filled  your  peti¬ 
tioners  with  the  utmoft  terror  and 
difmay.  If  it  had  remained  with 
a  body  of  jurors,  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  the  natives, 
informed  as  to  their  cudoms,  and 
bound  by  oath  to  decide  with 
truth  and  judice,  there  would 
have  exided  no  foundation  for 
either. 

“  Your  petitioners  perceived, 
with  heart  felt  fatisfa^lion,  that 
the  laid  afil  had  provided  fome 
barrier  againd  opprefiion,  by  au¬ 
thor!  fing  an  appeal  from  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  his. 
Majedy  in  Council,  which  his 
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Majefty  has  alfo  been  moft  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  recognize  in  his 
charter  of  j  u  ft  ice  ;  but  the  hopes 
of  relief  railed  upon  this  founda¬ 
tion,  vanifhed  from  before  us, 
when  your  petitioners  found  that 
the  judges  of  the  court  had  not 
only  taken  upon  themfelves  to 
make  and  alter  the  rules  of  it, 
but  that  they  could  receive  or  re- 
fufe  what  evidence  they  thought 
proper,  and  that  the  appeal  could 
only  be  heard  under  thefe  rules, 
and  upon  the  evidence  recorded 
during  the  trial.  Removed  at 
fuch  a  vaft  diftance  from  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  juftice,  before  an  unjuft 
or  illegal  fentence  could  be  re- 
verfed,  the  fufferer  might  fall  a 
victim  to  penury,  orperilh  by  im- 
prifonment.  But  from  an  appeal 
under  fuch  circumftances,  what 
redrefs  can  your  petitioners  ob¬ 
tain  ? 

“  Your  petitioners  entertain  all 
the  becoming  refpett  for  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  charter  of  juftice, 
and  the  utmoft  reverence  for  their 
Sovereign,  whofe  fandlion  it  has 
received  ;  yet  they  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that,  by  the  powers  dele¬ 
gated  in  this  charter,  men  are 
conftituted  the  judges  of  their  own 
adls,  which  appear  to  your  peti¬ 
tioners  highly  improper  and  in- 
confiftent.  For  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Calcutta  are 
empowered  to  fit  alfo  as  a  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  in  this  capacity 
to  revife,  correft,  refeind,  or  con¬ 
firm  deciiions  pafted  by  themfelves, 
whilft  adbng  as  judges  in  a  court 
of  law  :  and  by  another  part  of 
the  ir  inftitution,  they  poftefs  the 
power,  and  they  alone,  of  flaying 
execution  in  criminal  cafes  till  his 
majefty’s  pleafure  be  known. 

‘  1  here  is  a  principle  in  hu- 
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man  nature  which  inevitably  im- 
preffes  a  bias  upon  the  mind  in 
favour  of  its  own  deciiions  :  and 
experience  has  decided,  that  rea- 
fon  and  philofophy  are  too  weak 
to  reftrain  it  :  but  in  all  well-re¬ 
gulated  communities,  when  the 
eonfequence  of  any  principle  is 
forefeen,  or  found  to  be  fatal,  the 
wifdom  of  the  legislature  inter- 
pofes  tocheckits  operation.  Your 
petitioners  have  the  moft  perfect 
conviction,  that  the  pofiible  evils 
of  this  power  did  not  occur  to 
their  moft  merciful  Sovereign, 
when  his  approbation  was  confer¬ 
red  on  the  charter  of  juftice,  and 
that  they  require  only  to  be  point¬ 
ed  out  to  enfure  redrefs. 

“  Your  petitioners,  with  all  de¬ 
ference,  conceive  that  there  muft 
be  fome  fundamental  error  in  that 
inftitution,  which  requires  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  temper, 
ability,  and  integrity,  to  carry  its 
purpofes  into  execution  ;  and  they 
do  not  hefttate  to  declare,  that  to 
adminifter  the  power  appertaining 
to  the  inftitution  of  the  Supreme 
Court  without  extenfive  public 
detriment,  and  partial  adls  of  pri¬ 
vate  feverity  and  injuftice,  (if  it 
be  pofuble  at  all)  requires  more 
equity  and  moderation,  difeern- 
ment  and  enlightened  abilities, 
than  they  can  hope  to  find  in  any 
men.  To  what  extent  the  judges 
of  his  majefty’s  court  may  poftefs 
thofe  qualities,  your  petitioners  do 
not  pretend  to  decide,  and  ft  ill 
lefts  to  aftert  that  they  do  not  pof- 
fefs  them  at  all  ;  but  they  com¬ 
plain  of  the  jurifdidtion,  of  the 
uncontrouled  unlimited  powers, 
with  which  the  court  is  veiled,  and 
with  the  execution  of  which  no 
men  are  to  be  trufted. 

“  Your  petitioners  can  bear 
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diftrefs  like  men,  but  they  mufl 
alfo  feel  like  men,  and  fpeak  thele 
feelings  like  Englifhmen.  If  the 
language  of  complaint  is  warm, 
Jet  it  be  attributed  to  the  dread  of 
future  injuries,  from  a  keen  fenfi- 
bility  of  what  is  paft.  Your  pe¬ 
titioners  claim  a  trial  by  jury  as 
their  birth-right ;  and  theyfolicit 
to  be  relieved  from  the  other  great 
grievances  they  labour  under.  To 
a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  they 
appeal,  with  the  firmed  reliance 
on  its  wifdom,  juftice,  and  huma¬ 
nity  ;  and  in  appealing  to  fuch  a 
tribunal,  they  perceive  their  ap- 
prehenfions  yield  to  the  mod  flat¬ 
tering  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  rcdrefs. 

44  Your  petitioners  therefore 
humbly  pray,  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  into  conlideration 
the  following  requefts — 

44  To  grant  a  Trial  by  jury  in 
all  cafes  where  it  is  by  law  efla- 
blifhed  in  England. 

O 

To  limit  the  retrofpeciive 
powers  of  the  court  to  the  time  of 
its  eilablilhment  in  Bengal. 

44  To  define  beyond  the  power 
of  difcretional  diftinftion  , the  per- 
fons  who  are  and  who  are  not  ame¬ 
nable  to  the  jurifdidf  ion  of  the 
Court. 

<£  To  declare  what  flatutes  fhall, 
and  what  flatutes  fhall  not  be  in 
force  in  Bengal. 

44  To  diredt  and  cireumfcribe 
the  power  of  the  court  in  the  ad- 
ftiiffion  and  rejection  of  evidence, 
fo  as  that  all  rejected  evidence  may 
accompany  the  appeal  by  way  of 
affidavit  or  other  wife. 

44  To  appoint  did. in 61  and  fepa- 
fatejudges  for  the  law  and  equity 
fides  of  the  court. 

44  To  reftore  the  ancient  and 
conftitutional  power  of  hearing  ap¬ 
peals  in  the  firfi  inflance,  to  the 


fupreme  authority  in  this  govern¬ 
ment,  formerly  veiled  in  the  pre- 
fident  and  council,  and  now  veiled 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil. 


44  To  lodge  a  power  of  flaying 
executions  in  criminal  cafes,  till 
his  majefty  s  pleafure  be  known, 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 


cil. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray.’’ 


Calcutta  in  Bengal,  Feb.  2  6,  1 7 79- 


Signed  by fx  hundred  and  forty  -feven 
per  Jons. 


P et.it io?i  of  the  Jews  at  St.  Eufta- 
tius  to  Admiral  Rodney  and  Gi ?- 
neral  Vaughan. 

Pc  their  Excellencies ,  the  Command¬ 
ing  Officers  in  chief  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty" s  Army  and  Na¬ 
vy  in  the  Weil  Indies, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellencies* 

O  permit  us  in  the  name  and 
jk  on  the  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
others  of  the  people  of  the  Hebrew 
nation,  refidents  in  the  ifland  of 
Saint  Euftatius,  humbly  to  ap¬ 
proach  your  excellencies,  and  with 
heartfelt  anguifh,  to  lay  our  grie¬ 
vances  before  you,  and  fay  :  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  concern  and 
aflonifhment,  we  have  already,  not 
only  received  your  excellencies  af¬ 
flicting  order  and  fentence,  to  give 
up  the  keys  of  our  (lores  with  an. 
inventory  thereof,  and  of  our 
houfehold  plate  and  furniture,  and 
to  hold  ourfelves  in  readinefs  to 
depart  this  ifland,  ignorant  of  our 
deflination,  and  leaving  our  be¬ 
loved  wives  and  helplefs  children 
behind  us*  and  our  property  and 

effects- 


STATE  : 

«  fleets  liable  to  feizure  and  confif- 
cation  ;  but  alio  find,  that  thefe 
orders  are  for  the  major  part  ear¬ 
ned  into  execution,  a  number  of 
our  brethren  haying,  on  Tuefday 
the  thirteenth  inftant, been  fent  on 
board  a  fhip,  and  have  not  fince 
been  heard  of.  Such  unexpected 
orders  as  thefe  from  British  com¬ 
manders,  whofe  principal  charac¬ 
ter!  It  ic  is  “  mercy  and  humani¬ 
ty,  have  not  only  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  moil  horrid  and  melan¬ 
choly  feenes  of  diitrefs  and  confu¬ 
sion,  that  ever  Britifh  eyes  beheld 
under  the  fatal  confequences  of  a 
rigid  war,  but  numbers  of  fami¬ 
lies  are  now  helplefs,  difconfolate, 
and  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  indi¬ 
gence  and  defpair. 

Unconfcious  of  deferving  fo  fe- 
vere  a  treatment,  we  flatter  our- 
felves  that  your  excellencies  will 
be  pleafed  to  hear  this  our  humble 
petition,  and  not  involve  in  one 
complicated  feene  of  diftrefs  and 
mifery,  our  helplefs  women  and 
innocent  babes  ;  confidently  rely-, 
ing  upon,  and  earneltly  hoping 
that,  through  your  excellencies 
juftice  and  humanity,  we  fhall  not 
fupplicate  in  vain. 

It  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  live  under  a  Britifh  con¬ 
ftitution,  to  be  indulged  with  their 
own  fentiments  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  when  thefe  principles  of  re¬ 
ligion  are  not  incompatible  with, 
or  fubveriive  of  the  conftitution  in 
church  or  ftate  ;  and  it  is  the  pe- 
culiarhappinefs  of  the  Hebrew  na¬ 
tion  to  fay,  that  their  religion 
teaehes  peace  and  obedience  to  the 
government  under  which  they  live  : 
and  when  civil  diffentions  have 
threatened  to  fubvert  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  the  Hebrew  nation  have  ever 
preferved  a  peaceful  demeanour, 


’  A  P  E  R  S.  [309 

with  true  loyalty  to  the  King,  and 
afirmand  fteady  attachment  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution. 

For  what  reafon,  or  from  what 
motive  we  are  to  be  banifhed  this 
ifland,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  account. 
— If  any  among  us  have  commit¬ 
ted  a  crime  for  which  they  are  pu« 
nifhable,  we  humbly  beg  thofe 
crimes  may  be  pointed  out,  and 
that  fuch  perfons  may  be  purged 
from  among  us. — But  if  nothing 
can  be  alledged  againft  us  but  the 
religion  of  our  forefathers,  we 
hope  that  will  not  be  confidered 
a  crime  ;  or  that  a  religion,  which 
preaches  peace  and  recommends 
obedience  to  government,  fhould 
point  out  its  feftaries  as  objects  of 
your  excellencies  rigour,  and  me¬ 
rit  exclufion  from  a  Britifh  ifland, 
by  the  exprefs  orders  of  Britifh 
commanders.  A  moment’s  reflec¬ 
tion  mult  difcountenance  the  idea, 
and  leave  us  in  perfedt  confidence 
of  your  excellencies  favourable  an- 
fwer. 

Permitus  then  toafture  yourex- 
cell  encies,  that  we  ever  have,  and 
ft  ill  are  willing,  to  give  every  con- 
feientious  teftimony  of  obedience 
to  government ;  and  thofe  of  us 
in  particular,  who  claim  to  be  na¬ 
tural  born  fubjects  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  molt  humbly  intreat  your 
excellencies  to  order  us  before  you, 
or  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
as  your  excellencies  fhall  pleafe  to 
appoint,  there  to  prove  our  loy¬ 
alty  and  fidelity,  and  to  repeat 
and  take  our  oaths  of  allegiance. 

May  the  God  of  all  mercies  in¬ 
cline  your  hearts  to  liften  to  the 
prayers  and  Applications  of  your 
petitioners,  and  in  this  confidence, 
web umbly  fubmitourfelvestoyour 
excellencies  determination, hoping 
that  you  will  pardon  us  for  the  in- 
L  If]  3  trufion 
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trillion  of  this  addrefs  ;  and  that 
through  your  excellencies  lenity 
and  humanity,  your  excellencies 
will  be  pleafed  to  grant  us  fuch 
favourable  terms,  as  you  in  your 
judgment  and  wifdom  fhall  think 
moll  advantageous  to  his  majefty’s 
interell,  and  the  honour  and  glory 
of  his  fuccefsful  arms. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
Saint  Fuftatius ,  Feb ,  16,  1781. 


Memorial  from  ike  Ernprefs  of  Ruf- 
lia  to  the  States  General .  Hague, 
March  3,  1781, 

IS  Excellency  Prince  Gal- 
litzin,  Envov  Extraordinary 
from  Ruffia,  held  a  conference  on 
the  firft  inftant,  with  the  Prefident 
of  the  States  General,  and  pre- 
fented  the  following  memorial 
from  the  Ernprefs  of  Ruffia ; 

6  Pligh  and  mighty  Lords  ! 

4  No  fooner  had  her  Imperial 
tnajelly  been  informed  of  the  Rri- 
tilh  ambaffador’s  fudden  departure 
from  the  Hague  ;  than,  without 
waiting  for  any  further  explana¬ 
tion,  guided  only  by  the  friend¬ 
ship  and  good-will  fhe  bears  to  the 
two  contending  powers,  and  awak¬ 
ened  by  the  alarming  tendency  of 
a  meafure  fo  detrimental  to  their 
mutual  welfare  and  tranquillity, 
fhe  directed  her  minifter  in  Lon¬ 
don  to  make  the  moll  earnelLre- 
prefentations  to  that  court,  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  the  matter 
being  carried  to  any  extremity, 
and  to  recommend  the  moll  concP 
bating  measures  ;  offering  at  the 
fa  die  time  to  promote  them  as  far 
as  was  in  her  power.  Although 
her  majeily  has  not  yet  heard  of 
any  an  Ever  from  the  faid  court, 


die  has  fome  reafon  tp  think  that 
the  overtures  made  by  her  have 
been  favourably  received.  In  con- 
fequence  whereof,  her  Imperial 
majeily  does  not  hefitate  to  give  a 
frefn  proof  of  her  good  intentions 
for  bringing;  about  a  reconciliation 
between  the  two  powers,  whom  file 
equally  fupports,  and  who  have 
lived  fo  long  in  that  natural  and 
perfedl  harmony  which  bell  fuits 
their  refpeblive  interefts,  by  of¬ 
fering  them,  in  form,  her  fervices 
and  mediation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
putting  an  end  to  that  difcord  and 
war  which  has  lately  broke  out 
between  them. 

While  Monfieurde  Simolin,her 
Imperial  majefty’s  minifter  at  the 
Court  of  London,  is  fulfilling  her 
commands  on  this  head  ;  the  un¬ 
derwritten  has  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
quit  himfelf  of  the  lame  talk  here 
with  their  Pligh  Mightineffes,  anei 
to  allure  them  of  the  zeal  and  rea- 
dinefs  he  wilhes  to  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  difplay,  in  forwarding 
the  definable  work  of  reftoring  the 
faid  Hates  to  their  wonted  peace 
and  tranquillity.  That  difintereft- 
ednefs,  impartiality,  and  bene¬ 
volence,  which  have  hitherto 
damped  every  abtion  of  her  Impe¬ 
rial  majeily,  are  equally  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  prefent  inllance. 

The  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  will  eaiily 
diftinguilh  thole  facred  c h arable r- 
iftics,and  dibtate  the  anfwer  which 
the  underwritten  lhall  tranfmit  to 
his  Imperial  mi  ft  refs,  as  a  proof 
of  his  having  executed  her  com¬ 
mands. 

[Signed] 

Le  Prince  de  Gallitzin.’ 
Hague,  March  1,  1781. 

Hague,  March  7.  Their  noble 
and  great  Mightineffes,  the  Hates 

of 
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of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefiand, 
having  examined  the  above  me- 

O 

morial,  have  accepted  of  the  me¬ 
diation  offered  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia. 


Memorial  of  the  States  General ,  to 
the  Court  of  Stockholm. 

Stockholm ,  March  6,  1781. 
Baron  Van  Lynden,  Envoy  extra- 
dinary  from  the  States  General , 
of  the  United  Provinces  at  this 
Court ,  has  lately  held  a  Confe¬ 
rence  with  Conn /  U 1  r  i  c  h  S  c  h  i  e  ffe  r , 
Minifter  and  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  foreign  Department ,  to 
whom  he  delivered  the  following 
Memorial. 

HE  underwritten  envoy  ex- 
traordinary  from  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  to  his 
majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  in 
purfuance  of  an  exprefs  order  from 
his  mafters,  has  the  honour  to 
propofe  to  his  Swedifh  Maje/cy, 
That  their  High  Mightineffes 
having  acceded,  by  their  refolu- 
tion  of  the  20th  of  November, 
1780,  to  the  treaty  0/  armed  neu¬ 
trality,  in  conformity  to  the  invi¬ 
tation  of  the  northern  powers  ; 
and  placing  the  moll  perfedt  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  power,  magnanimi¬ 
ty,  and  fidelity  of  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties,  for  the  fulfill  - 
ling  of  their  engagements,  and  the 
maintaining  of  their  dignity,  by 
accoirphihing  a  work  fo  glorioufly 
undertaken,  namely,  the  liberty 
of  the  feas,  and  freedom  of  navi¬ 
gation  for  all  neutral  nations,  were 
»ot  deterred  by  the  confideration 
of  the  confequences,  which  that 
acceffion  and  declaration  might  be 
productive  of  to  the  Republic,  from 
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the  part  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
But  their  High  Mightineffes  have 
declared  in  favour  of  this  acceffion 
and  declaration,  in  relying  impli¬ 
citly  oil  £the  fentiments  of  their 
imperial  and  royal  majefties,  whom 
they  alfo  acquainted  in  due  time, 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 

That  the  event  has  alfo  juftified 
their  requihtion,  in  regard  to  the 
Britlfh  court ;  fince  the  minifter  of 
the  latter,  after  his  fruitlefs  endea¬ 
vours  to  thwart  the  acceffion  to  the 
alliance,  took  the  refolution,  on 
the  firft  notice  he  had  of  it,  to 
fpeak  in  a  ftrain  truly  unprece¬ 
dented,  and  ill  fuited  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  regard  which  the  refpedlive 
fovercigns  owe  to  each  other :  with¬ 
out  fo  much  as  granting  to  the 
Republic  a  fufficient  time  to  con- 
fider  on  the  matter,  according  to 
the  political  fyftem  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  which  his  Britannic  majefty  is 
fully  acquainted  with  ;  the  Eng- 
iiffi  minifter  infilled,  neverthelefs, 
upon  an  immediate  and  fpeedv 
fatisfadlion,  and  the  punilhment  of 
a  pretended  offence,  occafioned  by 
thedifeovery  of  a  negociation  with 
North  America,  without  receiv¬ 
ing,  as  an  ample  fatisfadlion,  the 
provifionabanfwer,  nor  the  formal 
difavowal  of  their  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes  of  a  negociation,  of  which 
(as  acknowledged  even  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty)  they  had  not  the 
leaft  (hare,  or  knowledge  :  of  a 
negociation,  relating  to  a  pretend¬ 
ed  treaty,  which,  in  itfelf,  fuffi- 
ciently  denotes,  from  its  terms, 
only  the  fketch  of  an  eventual 
treaty  entered  into  by  private  per- 
fons,  without  being  formally  au- 
thorifed  thereto  by  the  body  of 
the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  or 
bv  the  ftates  of  the  province  of 
'[£/]  4  Holland, 
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Holland,  and  much  lefs  by  the 
States  General,  whofe  members 
are  alone  authorifed  to  enter  into 
engagements  in  the  name  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Britifh.  minifter  went  even 
fa,  far  as  to  refufe  noticing  the  re- 
folution,  by  which  the  province  of 
Holland  (the  only  one  concerned, 
was  required  to  deliberate,  how 
far  the  laws  of  the  country  might 
give  authority  toprofecute  the  per¬ 
sons  acculed,  and  punilh  them  ;  a 
formality,  without  which  no  pu- 
nifhment  can  be  inflidled,  neither 
in  England  nor  in  this  Republic, 
or  any  other  country.  Nay,  the 
{aid  miniller  went  fo  far  as  to 
threaten,  that  in  cafe  of  a  refufal, 
his  fovereign  would  adopt  fuch 
means  as  to  procure  himfelf  that 
fatisfadtion.  It  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  refolved  to  attack  the  Re¬ 
public  by  furprize,  and  fo  far 
haften  the  meafures  taken  to  be¬ 
gin  hoflilitieSjthatLord  Stormont, 
making  ufe  of  vain  pretences, would 
not  fo  much  as  accept  from  Count 
Welderen  the  aforefaid  declara¬ 
tion  ;  and,  anfwered,  under  his 
hand,  That  he  (Stormont)  could 
no  longer  look  upon  him  as  the  mi¬ 
niller  of  a  friendly  power,  after 
having  officially  acquainted  him  of 
his  king’s  manifefto  :  whillt  this 
very  manifeflo  (and  this  Ihould 
be  noted)  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Count  Welderen,  only 
an  hour  before  the  time  appointed 
by  Lord  Stormont,  the  preceding 
day,  for  giving  him  audience. 
That,  moreover,  altho’  no  men¬ 
tion  is  made  in  the  manifeflo  al¬ 
luded  to,  of  the  Republic  acced¬ 
ing  to  the  treaty  of  the  armed 
neutrality  (which  it  was  of  the 
utmofl  importance  to  pals  over  in 
iilence)  it  neverthekfs  appears 
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clearly  to  the  penetrating  eye  of 
your  majefty,  as  well  as  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  if  the  whole  proceedings  are 
attended  to,  and  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  the  manifefto  was 
publifhed,  that  the  hatred,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Republic  acceding 
to  the  confederation  of  armed  neu¬ 
trality,  is  the  true  motive  of  his 
Britifh  majefty’s  refentment,  and 
the  only  one  that  could  excite  him 
to  an  open  attack  againft  the  Re¬ 
public,  by  feizing,  at  once,  upon 
a  great  number  of  Dutch  mer¬ 
chantmen,  and  fome  fhips  of  war. 
Befides,  that  the  aforefaid  mani¬ 
fefto,  known  to  your  majefty,  fuf- 
ficiently  difplays  the  caufe  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  difpleafure  ;  the  more  fo  as 
amonglt  the  pretences  made  ufe 
of  to  varnifh  over  the  hoftilitieS 
againft  the  Republic,  it  is  faid, 
that  it  had  taken  a  neutral  part  : 
without  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s 
deigning  to  obferve,  that  fuch  an¬ 
swer  was  infulting  to  the  neutral 
powers,  who  are  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  treaties  now  in 
force  between  England  and  the 
Republic  ;  and  that  the  latter 
could  not  be  charged  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  a  power  not  lawfully  neuter 
in  the  prelent  conteft,  and  with¬ 
out  obferving  that  this  liberty  of 
negociating  had  been  put  beyond 
all  doubt,  by  England  itfelf ; 
fince,  by  fufpending,  in  April, 

1 7  80,  the  eft edls  of  the  treaty  paffed 
in  1674,  the  Englifh  have  mani- 
fefted  their  intent  of  lookinghence 
forth  upon  the  Republic  as  a  neu¬ 
tral  power,  no  ways  privileged  by 
any  treaty. 

That,  for  the  reafons  here  above 
mentioned, the  animolity  of  Great 
Britain  appears  Hill  more  confpi- 
cuous  from  the  ill  grounded  re- 
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p  roach  contained  in  the  faid  ma- 
uifefto  again  ft  this  Republic,  that 
th  eir  High  M  ightineffes  had  en¬ 
couraged  the  exportation  of  naval 
ftores  for  Trance,  by  fufpending 
the  ufual  duties  on  thofe  commo¬ 
dities,  whilft  it  is  known  to  all  the 
world,  that  fuch  a  fufpenfion  has 
never  taken  place,  and  that  the 
Republic  had  a  right  to  export  thofe 
commodities,  not  only  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  in  1674,  but  alfo  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  neutral  powers  in  the 
convention  of  armed  neutrality. 
That  confequently  it  would  be 
needlefs  to  enter  any  farther  into 
the  merits  of  the  faid  manifefto  ; 
as  his  Swedifh  majefty  has  it  in 
his  power  to  appreciate  himfelf  its 
value,  and  muft  moreover,  be 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  line  of 
condudl  purfued  by  their  High 
Mightineffes  fmee  the  beginning 
of  the  troubles  with  America,  is 
an  evident  proof,  that  they  have 
never  favoured  or  countenanced 
the  revolted  colonies  ;  witnefs  the 
many  partial  condefcenfions  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  England,  which  were 
merely  gratuitous  on  the  part  of 
their  High  Mightineffes,  by  cir- 
cumfcribing  the  trade  within  their 
own  colonies  ;  by  refilling  to  grant 
the  protection  of  their  convoys  to 
velfels  laden  with  (hip  timber  ;  and 
by  recalling  the  governor  of  St. 
Euftatia  on  fome  ill  -  grounded 
complaints  of  the  Britilh  miniftry; 
condefcenfions  which  have  been 
rewarded  by  the  attack  and  feizure 
of  the  convoy  of  Count  Byland  ; 
by  a  violation  of  the  territories  of 
this  republic,  and  by  the  taking 
by  force  fome  American  velfels 
from  under  the  very  batteries  of 
the  illand  of  St.  Martin. 

That  their  High  MightineffcSj 
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having  thur  faithfully  adhered  to 
the  lyllem  of  moderation,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  refentment  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  arifes  merely 
from  their  acceftion  to  the  treaty 
of  armed  neutrality  ;  and  that, 
confequently,  their  High  Migh- 
tinelfes  are  fully  authorifed  to 
claim-the  performance  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  llipulated  in  the  articles 
VII.  VIII.  and  IX.  of  the  treaty 
of  armed  neutrality,  which  form 
the  bafts  of  that  union  and  alliance 
contracted  between  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties  and  the  Re¬ 
public.  That  therefore  no  obfta- 
cles  can  hinder  or  delay  the  ful¬ 
filling  of  the  engagements  con¬ 
tracted  by  virtue  of  the  faid  con¬ 
federation,  of  which  the  Republic 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  from  the  very  moment  in 
which  their  High  Mightineffes  ac¬ 
ceded  to  the  fame  refolution  at  the 
Hague  ;  and  difpatched  their  de¬ 
claration,  in  conformity  to  the 
faid  acceftion  and  convention,  to 
the  belligerent  powers. 

That  if  their  High  Mightineffes 
had  to  complain  only  of  a  fingle  a£l 
of  offence,  or  an  attack  committed 
again!!  them,  which  was  likely  to 
be  redreffed  by  the  friendly  inter- 
pofition  of  their  allies,  they  would 
have  claimed  their  intervention  ra¬ 
ther  than  have  recourfe  to  arms  ; 
but  as  their  High  Mightineffes  find 
themfelves  actually  and  fuddenly 
attacked  in  an  hoftile  manner  by 
his  Britannic  majefty,  in  confe- 
quence  of,  and  from  mere  refent¬ 
ment  of  the  above  mentioned  al¬ 
liance,  they  find  themfelves  under 
the  neceftity  of  repelling  force  by 
force,  and  to  return  hoftilities  for 
hottilities  ;  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  allied  powers  will  not 
hefitate  to  make  this  their  common 

caufe 
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caufe,  and  to  procure  to  their  Re¬ 
public  due  fatisfadkion  and  indem¬ 
nity  for  the  Ioffes  occailoned  by  an 
attack  equally  unjuit  and  violent; 
and  that  the  faid  powers  will 
moreover,  in  conjunction  with  the 
States  General,  take  fuch  farther 
me  a  fures,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
prefent  circumftances  may  require. 
This  their  High  Mightineffes  foli- 
cit  with  great  earned  nefs,  and  rely 
upon  it  with  fo  much  more  confi¬ 
dence,  as  they  are  firmly  perfuad- 
ed,  that  the  generous  and  equita¬ 
ble  fentiments,  which  actuate  their 
imperial  and  royal  majefties,  will 
not  fuffer  them  to  let  the  Republic 
fall  a  v-idtim  to  a  fyflem  of  politics, 
not  lefs  glorious  than  founded  in 
equity,  and  eftablifhed  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  rights  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions  ;  and  efpecially  as  the  Re¬ 
public,  if  left  fingly  expofed  to 
the  iniquitous  and  violent  attacks 
of  England,  would  hardly  be  able 
to  cope  with  that  overbearing  pow¬ 
er,  and  thus  run  the  hazard  of  be¬ 
coming  totally  ufelefs  to  the  faid 
confederation. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  under¬ 
written  envoy  extraordinary,  in¬ 
filling  on  the  motives  urged  here 
above,  and  fully  perfuaded  that 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  fign- 
cd  at  Peterfburgh,  will  take  place 
as  foon  as  poffible,  has  the  ho¬ 
nour,  in  the  name  and  by  exprefs 
order  of  his  makers,  to  claim  the 
performance  of  the  engagements 
Stipulated  in  the  Articles  VII. 
VIII.  and  IX.  of  the  laid  treaty, 
and  to  require,  in  virtue  thereof, 
a  fpeedy  and  adequate  affiftance 
from  his  Swedifh  majefty,  whole 
u  >ble  and  equitable  fentiments, 
acknowledged  by  all  Europe,  will 
not  permit  him  to  abandon  the 


complete  eflablifhment  of  a  fyflem 
worthy  the  high-ell  praife. 

The  friendfhip  and  affection  of 
your  majefty  towards  their  High 
Mightineffes,  leave  them  no  doubt 

O 

of  your  majedy’s  willingly  grant¬ 
ing  the  affiftance  which  they  now 
claim,  and  alio  promhe  to  the 
underwritten  envoy  a  fpeedy  and 
fatisfadtory  anfwer,  which  fie  fo 
licit s  the  more  anxioufly,  as  every 
moment’s  delay  may  be  attended 
^.with  heavy  and  irreparable  Ioffes 
to  the  Republic. 

(Signed) 

D.  W.  Van  Ly  NDEN. 
Stockholm ,  February  28,  1781. 


His  Majefty* s  Speech  on  clofmg  the 

Setfions  of  Parliament,  July  1 8, 

1781. 

My  I  <ords  and  Gentlemen, 
f%  LTHOUGH  the  bu fi nefs  of 
l  \  this  feffion  has  required  a 
longer  attendance  than  may  have 
been  confident  with  your  private 
convenience,  yet  X  am  perfuaded 
that  you  look  back  with  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  time  you  have  employ¬ 
ed  in  a  faithful  difeharge  of  your 
duty  to  your  country,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  arduous  and  critical  Hate  of 
public  affairs. 

I  cannot  let  you  depart  into 
your  refpedlive  counties,  without 
alluring  you  of  my  entire  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  condudt,  and  of  my 
perfedl  confidence  in  the  loyalty 
and  good  affections  of  this  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  zeal  and  ardour  which  you 
have  fliown  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown  ;  your  firm  and  Heady  ftip- 
por.t  of  a  juft  caufe,  and  the  great 
efforts  you  have  made  to  enable  'me 

to 
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to  furmount  all  the  difficulties  of 
this  extenlive  and  complicated 
war,  mud  convince  the  world  that 
the  ancient  lpirit  of  the  Britilh 

nation  is  not  abated  or  dimi- 

/ 

nilhed. 

in  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties, 
you  have  formed  regulations  for 
the  better  management  and  im- 

o 

provement  of  the  revenue  ;  you 
have  given  additional  ftrength  and 
liability  to  public  credit;  and  your 
deliberations  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  Ind  ia  Company,  have  termi¬ 
nated  in  fuch  meafures  as  will,  I 
truft,  produce  great  and  effential 
advantages  to  my  kingdoms. 

I  have  obferved,  with  much  fa- 
tisraclion,  that  during*  the  courfe 
of  that  important  buiinefs,  your 
attention  was  not  more  anxioufly 
dire&ed  to  the  benefits  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  territorial  acqui- 
fitions,  than  to  the  happinefs  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
remote  provinces. 

Whatever  may  remain  to  be  done 
for  fecuring  thofe  valuable  poftef- 
lions,  and  for  retraining  the  abufes 
to  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable, 
you  will,  1  doubt  not,  proceed  to 
provide  for  at  your  next  meeting, 
with  the  fame  wifdom  and  temper 
that  have  governed  your  late  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  enquiries. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to 
you  for  the  ample  provifion  you 
have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year.  I  fee  with  great 
pleafure,  that  you  have  had  it  in 
your  power  to  apply  io  large  a  fum 
to  the  difehartre  of  the  debt  of  the 

O 

navy,  and  that  the  fupplies  which 
vou  have  granted  have  been  raifed 
in  a  manner  the  leait  burthenfome 
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to  the  property  and  induflry  of  my 
faithful  people. 

My  Lords  and  gentlemen, 

While  I  lament  the  continuance 
of  the  prdfent  troubles,  and  the 
extenfion  of  the  war,  I  have  the 
confcious  fatisfaCt  ion  to  reflect,  that 
the  conftant  aim  of  all  my  councils 
has  been  to  bring  back  my  deluded 
fubjeCts  in  America,  to  the  happi- 
nels  and  liberty  they  formerly  en¬ 
joyed,  and  to  fee  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  reftored. 

To  defend  the  dominions,  and 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  was,  on  my  part,  the  foie 
caufe,  and  is  the  only  objeCt  of  the 
war.  Peace  is  the  earned:  wifh  of 
my  heart  ;  but  I  have  too  firm  a 
reliance  on  the  lpirit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  and  the  powerful 
affillance  of  my  parliament,  and 
the  protection  of  a  juft  and  all¬ 
ruling  Providence,  to  accept  it 
upon  any  terms  or  conditions  than 
fuch  as  may  confift  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  dignity  of  my  crown, 
and  the  permanent  intereft  and  fe- 
cunty  of  my  people. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
majefty’s  command,  faid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day  of  September  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  proro¬ 
gued  to  Thurfday,  the  thirteenth 
day  of  September  next. 


Anfwer  given  by  Lord  Stormont 
to  Monf  Simolin,  the  Ruffian 
JVlinijier,  with  refpett  to  the  Me¬ 
diation  offered  by  the  Rmprefs  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Provinces. 

THE  alliance  which  was  fub- 
Medio  manyyears  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral,  has  always  been  confidered 
by  his  majefty  as  a  tie,  formed  by 
the  moft  natural  caufes,  and  not 
only  agreeable  to  the  intereft  of 
both  nations,  but  abfolutely  ef- 
iential  to  their  mutual  welfare. 

The  king  has  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  preverve  this  tie 
unbroken.,  and  even  to  ftrengthen 
it  ;  and  if  the  conducft  of  their 
High  MightineiTes  had  at  all  an- 
fwered  to  that  of  his  majefty,  they 
would  ft  ill  have  remained  in  their 
iitmoft  force*  But  fmce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  troubles, 
the  only  return  made  by  the  Re¬ 
public  to  this  conftant  friendfhip, 
has  been  the  total  relinquifhment 
of  the  principles  of  an  alliance, 
the  prime  objedt  of  which  was  the 
mutual  defence  of  the  two  nations; 
an  obftinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
moft  facred  obligations  ;  a  daily 
violation  of  the  moft  folemn  trea¬ 
ties  ;  an  afliftance  given  to  the 
very  enemy,  agaihft  whom  he  had 
a  right  to  demand  fucc our  ;  an 
afylum  granted  to  the  American 
pirates  in  the  Dutch  ports,  in  open 
violation  of  the  cleared  ftipula- 
tions  ;  and  to  complete  the  whole, 
a  denial  of  juftice  and  fatisfaeftion 
for  the  affront  given  to  the  dignity 
of  the  king,  by  a  fecret  league 
with  his  rebellious  fnbjecfts. 

All  thefe  accumulated  injuries 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  the  king 
to  take  any  other  part  than  that 
which  he  has  done. 

When  the  motives  which  render¬ 
ed  this  rupture  inevitable  were  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  public,  the  king 


aferibed  the  conduct  of  the  Re¬ 
public  to  the  true  caufe  ; — that  is 
to  fay,  to  the  unhappy  influence 
of  a  fadftion,  which  facrificed  the 
intereft  of  the  nation  to  their  own 
private  views.  But  the  king,  at 
the  fame  time,  manifefted  the  moft 
ftneere  defire  to  bring  back  the' 
Republic  to  that  fyftem  of  ft  rich 
union,  efficacious  alliance,  and 
reciprocal  protection,  which  has 
fo  much  contributed  to  the  welfare 
and  glory  of  the  two  dates. 

When  the  emprefs  offered  her 
good  offices  to  effect  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  by  a  particular  peace,  the 
king  teftifted  his  gratitude  to  her 
for  that  freffi  proof  of  a  friendfhip 
which  he  values  fo  highly,  and 
avoided  expofing  the  mediation  of 
her  majefty  to  the  danger  of  a 
fruitlefs  negotiation,  He  explain¬ 
ed  his  reafons,  which  perfuaded 
him,  that  in  the  prefent  diipoft- 
tion  of  the  republic,  governed 
by  a  faction,  all  reconciliation, 
duringthe  war  with  France,  would 
be  merely  fuperficiaJ,  and  would 
afford  an  opportunity  to  the  party 
which  fways  the  Republic,  to  act 
as  fecret  auxiliaries  of  all  the 
king’s  enemies,  under  the  mafic  of 
a  pretended  alliance  with  Great 
Britain. 

But  if  there  are  any  indications 
of  change  in  this  difpofition,  if 
the  powerful  intervention  of  her 
imperial  majefty  fhould  be  able  to 
effect  any  alteration,  and  induce 
the  Republic  to  return  to  thofe 
principles  which  the  mod  difeern- 
ing  part  of  the  nation  have  never 
fprfaken,  his  majefty  will  be  ready 
to  treat  with  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  on  the  fubject  of  a  feparate 
peace  ;  and  it  is  his  with,  that  the 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  may  be 
the  foie  mediatrefs  of  this  peace. 

She 
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She  has  been  the  firft  to  offer  her 
good  offices,  and  fo  powerful  an 
intervention  as  hers,  cannot  gain 
any  tiling  either  in  weight  or  in  • 
fiuence  by  the  accefiion  of  the 
mod  refpeCtable  allies. 

The  friendfhip  of  the  emprefs  to 
both  nations,  the  intereft  which 
her  empire  has  in  their  reciprocal 
welfare,  her  known  impartiality, 
and  elevated  views,  are  fufficient 
pledges  of  the  manner  in  which 
fne  will  conduct  this  falutary 
work  :  and  in  a  negociation,  the 
whole  objeCt  of  which  is  to  termi¬ 
nate  a  war,  caufed  by  a  violation 
of  the  treaties,  and  by  an  affront 
offered  to  his  crown,  his  majefty 
relies,  with  the  utmofl  confidence 
and  fatisfaCtion,  upon  the  media¬ 
tion  of  a  fovereign,  who  holds  fa- 
cred  the  faith  of  treaties,  who 
knows  fo  well  how  to  eftimate  the 
dignity  of  fovereigns,  and  who  has 
maintained  her  own,- during  her 
glorious  reign,  with  fo  much  great- 
nefs  and  refolution. 

(Signed)  Stormont. 


State  Paper  prefented  by  Baron  Nol- 
ken,  the  Swedilh  Minijler ,  re- 
fident  in  London,  concerning  the 
Mediation  of  that  Court  between 
this  Country  a?id  the  States  .Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces. 

THE  King  does  not  imagine 
it  neceffary  at  this  time,  for 
him  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
the  principles  which  have  govern¬ 
ed  his  conduct  ever  fince  he  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  his  anceft ors. 
H  e  has  been  guided  by  the  love  of 
peace,  and  he  could  have  wifhed 
to  have  feen  all  the  other  European 
powers  enjoy  that  bleffing,  as  un¬ 
interruptedly  as  himfelf.  Thefs  - 
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defires,  dilated  by  his  natural  fen- 
timents  of  humanity,  have  not 
been  fulfilled. —  The  flame  of  war, 
kindled  in  another  hemifphere, 
has  communicated  to  Europe  ;  but 
the  king  Aill  flattered  himfelf,  that 
this  conflagration  would  not  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  its  firft  bounds,  and 
particularly  that  a  nation,  entirely 
commercial,  which  had  made  neu¬ 
trality  the  invariable  foundation, 
of  its  conduct,  would  not  have 
been  enveloped  in  it;  and  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  this  has  happened,  al- 
mod  in  the  very  moment  when  that 
power  had  entered  into  the  molt 
inoffenfive  engagements  with  the 
king  and  his  two  northern  allies. 
If  the  moft  exadr  impartiality  that 
was  ever  obferved,  could  not  ex¬ 
empt  the  king  from  immediately 
feeling  the  inconveniencies  of  war* 
by  the  confiderable  Ioffes  fuftained 
by  his  commercial  fubjeCts,  he  had 
much  greater  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  confequences,  when thofe trou¬ 
bles  wrere  going  to  be  extended  ; 
when  an  open  war  between  Great  - 
Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Hol¬ 
land  multiplied  them  ;  and,  to 
conclude,  when  neutral  commerce 
was  about  to  endure  new  fhackles 
by  the  hoftilities  committed  be¬ 
tween  thofe  two  powers.  The 
ki  ng  could  not  fail  to  perceive 
thefe  evils,  and  to  wifti  fincerely 
that  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  for  extinguifh- 
ing  this  new  war  in  its  beginning, 
might  be  crowned  with  the  moft 
perfeft  fuccefs  ;  but  as  this  falu¬ 
tary  work  has  not  been  brought  to 
perfection,  the  king  has  refolved 
to  join  with  his  allies,  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruflia,  and  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  in  endeavouring  to  difpofe 
his  Britannic  majeffy  to  lilfen  to 
the  pacific  fentiments  which  their 

High 
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High  Mightineffes  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  have  already  made  known, 
by  their  confenting  to  open  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace. 

If  fuch  are  the  inclinations  of 
that  monarch,  which  ought  not  to 
be  doubted,  it  appears  that  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hoftilities  would  be  the 
molt  eiTential  prelude  to  their  ac- 
complilhment,  as  military  opera¬ 
tions  accompanying  a  negociation 
of  that  nature,  can  only  ferve  to 
embarrafs  and  retard  the  matter, 
whilft  the  filled  courts  wifh  for 
nothinp’  more  than  to  be  able  to 

O 

accelerate  it  by  every  method  that 
may  tend  to  the  advantage  and  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  the  two  belligerent 
powers. 

In  the  lincerity  and  reCtitude 
which  animate  his  majefly  and  his 
two  allies,  he  cannot  conceal  the 
apprehenfion  which  he  feels  from 
the  report  of  the  continuation  of 
the  war,  which  may  be  productive 
of  the  mol!  fatal  confequences,  and 
may  revive  a  variety  of  controver- 
fles  and  difputes.  This  motive, 
and  more  particularly  a  defire  to 
prevent  a  farther  eftufion  of  blood, 
are  confiderations  which  ought  to 
operate  on  the  mind  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  the  en¬ 
tire  confidence  which  his  majeily 
places  in  thofe  circumftances,  he 
would  receive  the  trued  fatisfac- 
tlon  if,  by  his  interpofition  and 
mediation,  joined  to  that  of  his 
allies,  he  fhould  fucceed  in  termi¬ 
nating  the  differences  which  have 
taken  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Provinces. 
(Signed) 

The  Baron  de  Nolken. 


Copy  of  the  A Infwer  given  to  the 
foregoing  Paper ,  by  Lord  Stor¬ 


mont,  on  the  1 8//;  of  September, 
to  the  Baron  de  Nolken,  the 
Swedifh  Envoy. 

THE  prefervation  of  public 
tranquillity  has  been  the  firil 
objeCt  of  his  majeffy’s  care,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign  ;  the 
commencement  of  that  reign  was 
fignalized  by  the  refforation  of 
peace. 

The  king  made  very  great  fa- 
criiices  to  humanity,  to  procure 
that  bleffing,  and  he  had  reafon  to 
flatter  himfelf  that,  by  fuch  mo¬ 
deration,  in  the  midfl:  of  vi&ory, 
he  fhould  fecure  the  public  quiet, 
upon  the  moll  folid  and  durable 
foundations  ;  but  thofe  hopes  have 
all  proved  fallacious,  and  thofe 
foundations  have  been  fhaken  by 
the  ambitious  politics  of  the  Court 
of  Verfailles.  This  court,  after 
having  fecretly  fupported  the  re¬ 
bellion  kindled  in  America,  open¬ 
ly  joined  his  majefty’s  rebellious 
iubjects  ;  and  on  account  of  this 
violation  of  public  faith,  and  this 
direCt  a6t  of  hoftility,  he  com¬ 
menced  the  prefent  war. 

The  conduCt  of  the  Republic  of 
Holland*  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  has  excited  a 
general  indignation. — This  nation 
prefents  itfelf  under  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  afpeCt  from  that  of  a  nation 
merely  commercial ;  it  is  a  refpeCt- 
able  power,  for  a  long  time  bound 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  clofeft  al¬ 
liance.  The  principal  objeCt  of 
that  alliance  was  their  common 
fafety,  and  exprefsly  the  mutual 
protection  of  each  other  again!!  the 
ambitious  defigns  of  a  dangerous 
neighbour,  which  their  united  ef- 

O  y 

forts  have  fo  often  defeated,  to 
their  reciprocal  •  advantage,  and 
to  that  of  all  Europe. 


The 


STATE  : 

The  defertion  of  all  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  alliance,  which  the  king, 
on  his  part,  conftantly  adhered  to; 
an  obltinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
moft  facred  engagements  ;  a  daily 
in  frail  ion  of  the  moll  folemn  trea¬ 
ties;  affiftance  given  to  thofe  very 
enemies,  again!!  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  fuccour  ;  an  afy- 
lum  and  protection  granted  in  the 
Dutch  ports  to  the  American  pi¬ 
rates,  in  direil  violation  of  the 
moll  clear  and  precife  ftipulations  ; 
and,  to  complete  the  whole,  a 
denial  of  jultice  and  fatisfaClion 
for  the  affront  offered  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  crown,  by  a  clandeftine 
league  entered  into  with  his  rebel¬ 
lious  lubjeCls  ;  thefe  accumulated 
caufes  of  complaint,  made  it  im- 
poflible  for  the  king  to  take  any 
other  meafures  than  thofe  which 
he  has  done,  though  with  the  moll 
fiacere  regret.  In  explaining  to 
the  public  the  reafons  which  ren¬ 
dered  this  rupture  inevitable,  he 
aferibed  the  conduCl  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  to  the  true  caufe,  namely,  to 
the  fatal  influence  of  a  faClion, 
who  facrificed  the  national  interell 
to  their  own  private  views  ;  but 
the  king  expreffed  at  the  fame 
time,  the  moll  earned:  delire  to 
bring  back  the  Republic  to  that 
fyllem  of  clofe  union,  efficacious 
alliance,  and  mutual  protection, 
which  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
.  the  profperity  and  glory  of  the 
two  dates. 

When  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia 
tendered  her  good  offices,  to  effeCl 
a  reconciliation  by  aieparate  peace, 
the  Kin  g,  in  expreffing  the  grati¬ 
tude  which  that  frefh  proof  of  a 
friendlhip  which  ever  appeared  to 
him  fo  valuable,  juftly  merited,  de¬ 
clined  expofing  her  imperial  ma- 
jedy  to  a  Iruitleds  negociation:  but 
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now  that  there  are  fome  marks  of 
a  change  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
Republic,  fome  indications  of  a 
deligri  to  return  to  thofe  princi¬ 
ples,  which  the  wifeft  part  of  the 
Batavian  nation  have  never  de- 
ferted,  a  negociation  for  a  feparate 
peace  between  the  king  and  their 
High  Mightineffes  may  be  opened 
with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs,  under 
the  mediation  of  the  Emprefs  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  who  has  been  the 
fir  ft  to  propofe  her  good  offices  in 
this  falutary  work. — If  his  majefty 
did  not  immediately  avail  himfelf 
of  that  offer,  it  was  becaufe  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Republic  only  fought  ftt  that 
time  to  amufe  him  by  an  inlidious 
negotiation  ;  but  the  King  would 
think  that  he  made  an  ill  return 
to  the  fentiments  which  prompted 
thofe  firft  offers,  and  would  be 
wanting  in  the  regard  fo  juftly  due 
to  her  imperial  majefty,  and  to 
the  confidence  which  fine  infpires, 
if  he  affociated  to  her  mediation 
any  other,  even  that  of  an  ally  the 
mo  ft  refpe&able,  and  for  whom 
theking entertains  the  moft  fincere 
friendlhip. 

(Signed)  Stormont. 


To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  Humble  Ad  dr  efts  and  Petition  oft 
ftundry  Weft  India  Planters  and 
Merchants ,  on  behalft ft themftelves , 
and  others  interefted in  the  Britiffi 
Weft  India  Iftands . 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
planters  and  merchants  interefted 
in  the  Britiih  Weft-India  ifiands, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 

prefence. 
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prefence  with  hearts  full  of  the 
warmeft  attachment  to  your  ma 
jelly’s  perfon  and  family,  and  to 
the  happy  conllitution  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  unhappy  breach  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  of 
North  America,  had  no  fooner 
taken  place,  than  the  Well  India 
planters  and  merchants  humbly 
reprefented  to  your  majelly,  and 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  diftrefs  and 
danger,  that  would  probably  enfue 
therefrom. 

When  the  colonies  of  North 
America  formed  an  alliance  with 
the  ancient  enemies  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  thofe  apprehenfions  of  your 
majefty’s  petitioners  were  greatly 
increased  ;  and  they  fhould  have 
confidered  themfelves  as  deficient 
in  every  duty  to  your  majelly,  as 
well  as  regard  to  the  great  inte- 
rells  of  this  kingdom,  had  they 
not  reprefented  to  your  majefty’s 
minillers,  the  additional  danger  to 
which  all  the  Britifh  Weft  India 
illands  were  expofed,  from  fo 
powerful  a  combination. 

Every  effort  was,  therefore, 
early  made,  and  invariably  con¬ 
tinued  by  your  petitioners,  to 
urge  your  majefty’s  minillers,  t6 
provide  effectual  reinforcements 
for  their  protection,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  induce  them  to  keep  a 
permanent  fuperiority  of  naval 
force  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  being 
the  natural,  and  only  certain  fe- 
curity  of  thofe  polfeftions.  The 
lofs  of  feveral  of  thofe  illand'  has 
afforded  a  melancholy  proof  of 
thofe  timely  and  unremitted  ap¬ 
plications. 

Confident,  however,  that  the 
remaining  illands  mull  be  con- 
fidered  as  objects  deferving  the 
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mod  ferious  attention,  your  peti¬ 
tioners  did  not  yield  to  defpafr, 
but  trailed,  that  the  unhappy  ex¬ 
perience  of  pall  Ioffes  would  excite 
your  majefty’s  minillers  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures,  as  might  effectually 
fecure  thofe  illands,  which  It  ill  re¬ 
mained. 

But  it  is 'with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern,  that  your  petitioners  are 
compelled  to  declare,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  illands  are  Hill  fo  unhap¬ 
pily  dellitute  of  protection,  that 
at  no  moment  of  the  war  have  they 
been  expofed  to  more  imminent 
danger,  than  in  the  prefent  awful 
conjuncture. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
alarmed  by  the  inefficacy  of  their 
former  applications  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  minillers,  humbly  implore 
your  majelly  to  enforce  and  ex¬ 
tend  the  prefent  affurances  they 
have  given  us,  and  to  direCt,  that 
without  delay,  reinforcements,  na¬ 
val  and  military,  adequate  to  the 
permanent  defence  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  Welh-India  illands,  may  be 
fent  out,  fo  that,  by  the  bleffing 
of  Providence,  thofe  moll  valuable 
poffeffions  may  Hill  be  preferved 
to  the  Britilh  empire. 

And  your  petitioners  lhall  ever 
pray,  &c.  & c. 


lo  the  King’s  mojl  excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs ,  Remonjlrance , 
and  Petition ,  of  the  Lord  mayor  * 
Aldermen,  and  Livery ,  of  the  City 
of  London ,  in  Common- Hall,  af 
fembled . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefy , 

IMPRESSED  with  an  awful 
fenfe  of  the  dangers  which 
furround  us,  feeling  for  ourfelves 

and 
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and  oux  pofterity,  anxious  for  the 
glory  of  a  country  hitherto  as 
much  renowned  for  the  virtues  of 
juft  ice  and  humanity,  as  for  the 
fplendour  of  its  arms,  we  ap¬ 
proach-,  your  throne  with  fenti¬ 
me  nts  becoming  citizens  at  fo 
aborning  an  hour  ;  at  the  fame 
time  with  that  refpeCt  which  is 
due  to  the  monarch  of  a  free  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  prince  of  the  illuftrious 
houfe  of  B  runfwick,  to  which  we 
feel  ourfelves  in  a  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  attached  by  all  the  ties  of 
gratitude  and  affection. 

It  is  with  inexpreffible  concern 
that  we  have  heard  your  Majefty 
declare  in  your  fpeech  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  your  inten¬ 
tion  of  perfevering  in  a  fyftem  of 
meafures  which  has  proved  fo  dif- 
aftrous  to  this  country.  Such  a 
declaration  calls  for  the  voice,  of 
a  free  and  injured  people.  We 
feel  the  refpect  due  to  majefty  : 
But  in  this  critical  and  awful  mo¬ 
ment,  to  flatter  is  to  betray. 
Your  majefty’s  minifters  have,  by 
falfe  affertions  and  fallacious  fug- 
geftions,  deluded  your  majefty  and 
the  nation  into  the*  preient  unna¬ 
tural  and  unfortunate  war.  The 
confluences  of  this  delufion  have 
been,  that  the  trade  of  this  coun¬ 
try  has  buffered  irreparable  Ioffes, 
and  is  threatened  with  final  ex¬ 
tinction. 

The  manufactures  in  many  va¬ 
luable  branches  are  declining,  and 
their  fupply  of  materials  rendered 
precarious,  by  the  inferiority  of 
your  majefty’s  fleet  to  that  of  the 
enemy  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
globe. 

The  landed  property  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  has  been  depre¬ 
ciated  to  the  moil  alarming  degree. 

The  property  of  your  Majeffy’s 
Vo i,.  XXIV. 
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fubjeCts  veiled  in  the  public  funds, 
has  loft  above  one  third  of  its 
value. 

Private  credit  has  been  almoft 
wholly  annihilated  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  intereft  given  in  the  public 
loans,  fuperior  to  that  which  is 
allowed  by  law  in  any  private 
contraCt.  Such  of  our  brethren 
in  America  as  were  deluded  by 
the  promifes  of  your  majefty’s  mi  J 
niilers,  and  the  proclamations  of 
your  generals  to  join  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  ftandard,  have  been  fur- 
rendered  by  your  majefty’s  armies 
to  the  mercy  of  their  victorious 
countrymen. 

Your  majefty’s  fleets  have  loft 
their  wonted  fuperiority, 

Your  armies  have  been  cap¬ 
tured, 

Your  dominions  have  been  loft, 

And  your  majefty’s  faithful  fub¬ 
jeCts  have  been  loaded  with  a  bur¬ 
then  of  taxes,  which,  even,  if  our 
victories  had  been  as  fplendid  as 
our  defeats  have  been  difgraceful, 
if  our  acceffion  of  dominion  had 
been  as  fortunate  as  the  difmem- 
berment  of  the  empire  has  been 
cruel  and  difaftrous,  could  not  in 
itfelf  be  confidered  but  as  a  great 
and  grievous  calamity. 

We  do,  therefore,  mod  humbly 
and  earneftly  implore  your  majefty 
to  take  all  thefe  circumftances  into 
your  royal  confederation,  and  to 
compare  the  prefent  fituation  of 
your  dominions  with  that  uncom¬ 
mon  ftate  of  profperity  to  which  * 
the  wiidom  of  your  royal  an- 
ceftors,  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of 
the  Britifh  people,  and  the  favour 
of  Divine  Providence,  which  at¬ 
tends  upon  principles  of  juftxce 
and  humanity,  had  once  railed 
this  happy  country,  the  pride  and 
envy  of  all  the  civilized  world  ! 
LX]  .  Wc 
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We  befeech  your  majefty 
longer  to  continue  in  a  delufion 
from  which  the  nation  has  awaken¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  your  majefty  will  be 
gracioufiy  pleafcd  to  relinquish 
entirely,  and  fcff  ever,  the  plan 
of  reducing  our  brethren  in  Ame¬ 
rica  to  obedience  by  force  ;  a  plan 
which  the  fatal  experience  of  pad: 
Ioffes  has  convinced  us  cannot  be 
profecuted  without  manned  and 
imminent  danger  to  all  your  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  remaining  poileffions  in  the 
weftern  world. 

We  wiff  to  declare  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  to  Europe,  to  America  it- 
felf,  our  abhorrence  of  the  conti¬ 
nuation  of  this  unnatural  and  un¬ 
fortunate  war,  which  can  tend  to 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
alienating  arid  rendering  irreco¬ 
verable  the  confidence  of  our  A  me¬ 
rican'  brethreijj*  with  whom  we 
ft  ill  hope  to  live  upon  the  terms 
of  intercourfe  and  friendThip,  fo 
neceffary  to  the  commercial  prof- 
perity  of  this  kingdom.  We  do, 
therefore,  farther  humbly  implore 
your  majefty,  that  your  majefty 
will  be  graciouily  pleafcd  to  dif- 
niifs  from  your  prefence  and  coun¬ 
cils  all  the.  advifers,  both  public 
and  feeret,  of  the  rneafures  we  la¬ 
ment,  as  a  pledge  to  the  world  of 
your  majefty’s  fixed  determination 
to  abandon  a  fyftem  incompatible 
with  the  iritereft  of  your  crown, 
and  the  happinefs  of  your  people. 
Signed,  by  order, 

William  Rrx„ 


Petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  ‘Efq\ 
to  the  Houfe  cf  Commons. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Wolfram 
Cornwall,  Speaker,  and  the  Hon. 
the  PI 0  ufe  of  Commons. 

H  E  rep  re  fen  tat  ion  and 
A  •  praysr  of  Henry  Laurens, 


a  native  of  South  Carolina,  fomer 
time  recognized  by  the  Brit  iff 

O  *  ,  .. 

Commiffioners  in  America  by  the 
ftyle  of  his'  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  Prefident  of  Congrefs, 
now  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the  d  ower 
of  London  ;  J 

Moftfrefpeftfully  ftieweth,  That 
your  reprefenter  for  many  years, 
at  the  peril  of  his  life  and  fortune, 
evidently  laboured  to  preferve  and  : 
{Lengthen  the  ancient  friendffip 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  co¬ 
lonies,  and  that  in  no  inftance  he 
ever  excited  on  either  fide  the  dif- 
fenfions  which  feparated  them. 

That  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war  was  a  fubjeft  of 
great  grief  to  him,  inafmuch  as 
he  fore  fa  w  and  foretold,  m  let¬ 
ters  now  extant,  the  diftreffes 
which  both  countries  experience 
at  this  day. 

That  in  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  war,  he  extended  every  aft  cf 
kindnefs  in  his  power  to  perions 
called  Loyalifts  and  Quietifts,  as 
well  as  to  Brit  iff  prifoners  of  war, 
very  ample  proofs  of  which  he  can 
produce. 

That  he  was  captured  on  the 
American  coaft,  fir  ft  landed  upon 
American  ground,  where  he  faw 

O  ^ 

exchanges  of  Britiff  and  Atneri- 
can  pri  toners  m  a  courie  ox  nego- 
ciation  ;  and  that  fuch  exchanges 
and  enlargements  upon  parole  are 
mutually  and  daily  praftifed  in 
America. 

That  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  on  the  6th  of  Qftober, 
1780,  being  then  dangeroufty  ill, 
that  in  the  mean  time  he  has,  in 
many  refpefts,  particularly  by  be¬ 
ing  deprived  (with  very  little  ex¬ 
ception)  pf  the  vifits  and  conful- 
tations  of- his  children  and  other 
relations  and  friends,  fufiered  un¬ 
der  a  degree  of  rigour  almoft,  if 
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Hot  altogether,  unexampled  in 
modern  Britifh  hiftory. 

That  from  long  confinement, 
and  the  want  of  proper  exercife, 
and  other  obvious  caufes,  his  bo¬ 
dily  health  is  greatly  impaired, 
and  that  he  is  now  in  a  languifh- 
ing  fiate  :  And, 

Therefore  you  reprefenter  hum- 
prays  your  Honours  will  con* 
defeend  to  take  his  cafe  into  con¬ 
fide  ra  tion  ;  and,  under  proper 
conditions  and  reftridfions,  grant 
him  enlargement,  or  fuch  other 
relief  as  to  the  wifdom  and  be¬ 
nignity  of  your  Honours  {hall  feem 

fittino;. 

O 

Henry  Laurens, 

Tower  of  London, 

Dec.  I,  1781.} 


The  Second  Report  of  the  Conimif- 
Ji oner j  appointed  to  examine ,  take, 
and  fate  the  Public  Accounts  of 
of  the  kingdom  f 

"pUR.SU TNG  the  line  of  in- 
quiry  marked  out  in  011/  fir  ft 
report  to  the  Iegifiature,  namely, 
an  examination  of  the  balances  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  accountants 
who  receive  money  from  the  fub- 
jedt-to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer; 
that  we  might  omit  no  office  of 

O 

receipt,  and  no  receiver  of  the 
public  revenue  under  that  deferip- 
tion,  we  obtained  from  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer. 

“A  lill  of  all  the  public  offices 
where  money  is  received  for  taxes 
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or  duties,  and  of  the  names  of  al^ 
perfons  who  are  receivers  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  raifed  upon  the  fubjetft  / 
by  taxes  or  duties,  and  who  pay 
the  fame  into  the  Exchequer.’* 

We  have  examined  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  reve¬ 
nue  is  collected,  received,  and  paid 
into  the  exchequer,  in  all  thefe 
offices,  and  by  all  thefe  receivers. 

In  the  cuftoms,  the  receiver  ge¬ 
neral  William  Mellifh,  Efqpire, 
certified  to  us,  that  upon  the  ioth 
of  September  laft,  there  was  in 
his  hands,  exclufive  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  weekly  receipt  of  the  duties 
of  the  cuftoms,  the  fum  of  four 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  three  {hillings  and  ten 
pence  ;  which  fum  was  the  amount 
of  certain  collections  tranfmitted 
to  him,  either  from  the  planta¬ 
tions,  or  particular  out-ports ;  and 
was  to  continue  in  his  hands  no 
1°  nger,  than  until  the  comptrol¬ 
ler-general  as  to  fome  parts  of  it* 
and  the  commiffioners  as  to  other 
parts,  •  fhould  diredt  under  what 
heads  of  duties  the  feveral  items* 
of  which  this  fum  was  compound¬ 
ed,  fiiould  be  arranged,  and  paid 
into  the  exchequer,  or  otherwife 
difpofed  of.  Mr.  Mellifh  has  in¬ 
formed  us, that  part  of  this  fum  has 
been  fince  paid  by  him,  according 
to  orders  of  the  commiffioners  ami 
comptroller-general ;  and  that  the 
other  part  thereof,  amounting  to 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  eighty 
eight  pounds  fourteen  {hillings  and 
eleven  pence  farthing-,  was  re- 

.  .  ■* .  .  07 

mainmg  in  his  hands  the  20th  in 


§  This  petition  wr  prefented  to  the  Houle  in  the  form  in  which  if  came  out 
of  Mr.  Laurens’s  own  hand,  it  being  written  by  him  in  the  Tower  with  a 
leaden  pencil. 

ft  The  fi  fl:  report  was  g'vcn  in  the  Annual  Remitter  for  the  preceding 
year. 
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llant  :  this  remainder  we  are  of 
opinion,  the  commiffioners  and 
comptroller-  general  Ihould in  their 
feveral  departments  arrange,  and 
the  receiver-general  fhould  pay 
according  to  fuch  arrangement  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible. 

By  the  examinations  of  jofhua 
Powell,  Elquire,  chief  clerk  to  the 
comptroller-general  ;  and  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Blinkhorn,  affiftant  to 
the  receiver-general,  it  appears 
that  the  duties  of  the  ctiftoms  are 
collected  by  officers,  either  inLon- 
t  don  or  at  the  out-ports  :  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  chief  teller  everyday  re¬ 
ceives  them  from  the  collectors, 
and  pays  them  into  the  office  of 
the  receiver-general  ;  at  the  out- 
ports,  the  collectors  remit  their 
receipt  by  bills  to  the  receiver- 
general,  and  are  not  permitted  to 
retain  in  their  hands  above  one 
hundred  pounds,  unlefs  for  fpe- 
cial  reafons,  allowed  of  by  the 
commiffioners,  and  by  the  lords 
of  the  treafury.  The  net  produce 
of  every  duty  received  in  each 
week,  is  paid  by  the  receiver-ge¬ 
neral  in  the  following  week  into 
the  exchequer. 

In  the  excife  we  find,  from  the 
Examinations  of  George  Lewis 
Scott,  Efquire,  one  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  and  of  Richard  Patou, 
Efq;  fccond  general  accountant 
(both  annexed  to  our  firft  report) 
that  the  collectors  retain  in  their 
hands  no  part  of  the  duties  they 
receive  ;  and  that  the  receiver- 
general  every  week  pays  into  the 
exchequer  the  net  produce  of  this 
revenue,  unlefs  fome  forefeen  de¬ 
mands  in  the  following  week  make 

o 

a  refervation  of  any  part  of  it  ne- 
eeffary. 

In  the  (lamp-office,  we  examin¬ 
ed  Mr.  James  Dugdale,  deputy  re- 
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ceiver-general  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Lloyd,  firlt  clerk  to  the  comptrol¬ 
ler  and  accountant-general  ;  from 
whom  we  coiled,  that  the  whole 
produce  of  thefe  duties,  arifing 
either  from  the  receipt  at  the 
office  in  London,  or  from  bills 
remitted  from  the  diftributors  in 
the  country,  is  paid  every  week 
into  the  exchequer. 

In  the  falt-office,  Milward 
Rowe,  Efquire,  one  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  and  Mr.  John  Elliot, 
correfpondent,  were  examined  : 
the  collectors  of  tbele  duties  are 
continually  remitting  their  receipt 
to  the  office  in  bills  •,  every  week 
the  account  is  made  up,  and  the 
whole  balance  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  referving  always,  in  the 
hands  of  the  cafhier,  a  fum  not 
exceeding  live  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the 
incidental  expences  of  the  office. 

In  the  office  for  licenfing  haw¬ 
kers  and  pedlars,  we  learn  from 
Mr.  James  Turner,  one  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  that  the  riding  furvey- 
ors  keep  remitting  to  this  office, 
in  bills,  the  duties  they  receive 
in  the  country  ;  which  the  calhier 
pays,  together  with  what  he  re¬ 
ceives  in  London,  weekly,  into 
the  exchequer,  purfuant  to  the 
aCt  of  the  9th  and  10th  of  King 
William  the  Third,  provided  his 
whole  receipt  amounts  to  more 
than  two  hundred  pounds  ;  re¬ 
ferving  in  his  hands  fuch  a  fum  as 
may  be  fufficient  for  the  payment 
of  falaries,  incidents,  and  cur¬ 
rent  expences. 

In  the  office  forregulatinghack- 
ney  coaches  and  chairs,  we  collect 
from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Marlhall,  clerk  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver-general,  that  the  deputies  or 
rents  of  the  hackney  coaches  be¬ 
come 
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come  due  every  lunar  month,  and 
of  the  hackney  chairs  every  quar¬ 
ter  ;  and  thefe  rents  being  ufually 
paid  within  a  certain  time  after 
they  become  due,  the  receiver- 
general  makes  a  payment  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  every  twenty-eight  days,  ex¬ 
cept  that  each  of  his  quarterly 
payments  amounts  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  only,  as  he  then  re- 
ferves  in  his  hands  a  fum  for  the 
payment  of  falaries,  and  the  inci¬ 
dental  expences  of  the  office. 

The  punctuality  and  Expedition 
with  which  the  duties  collected  in 
thefe  offices  pafs  from  the  pocket 
of  the  fubjeCt  into  the  exchequer, 
leave  us  no  room  to  fuggeft  any 
alteration  in  the  time  or  manner 
of  paying  in  the  fame. 

In  the  poll-office,  Robert  Tre¬ 
vor,  Efq;  the  receiver-general,  in 
anfwer  to  our  precept,  returned  a 
balance  of  nine  thoufand  three 
hundred  fifty-eight  pounds  two 
{hillings  in  his  hands,  upon  the 
5th  of  September  laid.  From  his 
examination,  and  from  thofe  of 
William  Fauquier,  Efq;  accoun¬ 
tant-general  in  this  office,  and  of 
Mr.  William  Ward,  collector  of 
the  bye  and  crofs-road  office,  it 
appears  that  this  revenue  is  paid 
into  the  office  of  the  receiver-ge¬ 
neral,  either  by  certain  officers  or 
collectors  in  London  ( fome  paying 
every  other  day,  fome  weekly, 
and  fome  quarterly,  or  by  remit¬ 
tances  in  bills  from  the  poft-maf- 
ters  in  the  country)  who  do  not 
keep  the  money  they  receive  any 
confiderable  time  in  their  hands. 
The  collector  of  the  bye  and  crofs- 
road  office  makes  his  payments  to 
the  receiver-general  quarterly,  and 
to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  each  quarter. 
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The  receiver-general  pays  into 
the  exchequer  feven  hundred 
pounds  every  week,  purfuant  to 
the  aCl  of  the  9th  and  10th  of 
Queen  Anne,  chapter  the  10th, 
and  the  balance  in  his  hands  he 
pays  in  every  quarter,  referving 
about  five  thoufand  pounds  to  an¬ 
fwer  incidental  warrants  from  the 
board,  to  pay  falaries  and  other 
expences  of  the  office. 

There  are  four  branches  of  the 
revenue  which  are  colIeCled  not 
under  the  direction  of  commif- 
fioners,  but  by  fingle  perfons 
only  ;  thefe  are  the  firll  fruits  and 
the  tenths  of  the  clergy  ;  and  the 
deductions  of  fixpence,  and  of  one 
fin'll  ing,  in  the  pound,  out  of 
penfions,  falaries,  fees,  and  wages* 

We  examined  Edward  Mulfo, 
Efquire,  the  receiver,  and  John 
Bacon,  Efq;  the  deputy  receiver, 
of  the  firll  fruits  ;  who  informed 
us,  that  this  revenue  is  received 
from  the  clergy,  at  the  office  in 
London  ;  that  at  the  end  of  0£to- 
ber,  or  the  beginning  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  in  every  year,  this  receiver 
pays  into  the  exchequer  the  nett 
receipt  of  the  preceding  year, 
ending  31ft  of  December;  and 
that  the  balance  of  this  duty,  in 
his  hands,  upon  the  30th  of  No- 
vember  laft,  was  four  thoufand 
three  hundred  thirty-two  pounds 
eight  (hillings  and  eleven  pence 
three  farthings. 

Robert  Cheller,  Efquire,  the 
receiver  of  the  tenths,  being  ex¬ 
amined,  we  find  that  thefe  pay¬ 
ments  became  due  from  the  clergy 
every  Chriitmas  ;  that  they  ought 
to  be  made  before  the  laft  day  of 
April  following,  apd  if  they  are 
not  made  before  the  31ft  of  May, 
he  delivers  an  account  of  the  de¬ 
faulters  into  the  exchequer  ;  that 

ha 
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he  receives  thefe  payments,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  arrears  of  former 
years,  during  the  following  year, 
ending  at  Chriftmas,  to  which 
time  he  makes  up  his  yearly  ac¬ 
count,  and  in  the  month  of  June 
or  July  after,  he  has,  for  the  laft 
three  years,  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  the  nett  receipt  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year;  and  it  appears,  that, 
upon  the  20th  of  December  laft, 
the  fum  in  his  hands  was  nine 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds  and  two  penee'halfpepny . 

Both  thefe  dues  from  the  clergy 
nr e  granted  in  purfuanee  *rf  the  2d 
and  3d  of  Queen  Anne,  chapter 
l  ith,  to  the  corporation  called 
“  The  Governors  of  the  bounty 
of  Queen  Anne,  for  the  augment¬ 
ation  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  clergy.”  Thefe  governors 
iifually  hold  their  fir  ft  meeting 
fdme  time  in  November  every 
year,  a  fhort  time  before  which  it 
has  been  cuftomary  for  thefe  re¬ 
ceivers  to  make  their  payments 
into  the  exchequer. 

Thomas  Aftle,  Efq;  receiver  of 
the  lixpenny  duty,  collects  it  from 
the  offices  and  perfqns  charged, 
either  quarterly,  half-yearly,  or 
yearly,  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  office  or  perfon  he  receives 
it  from  :  he  has  no  ftated  times 
for  his  payments  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  except  that  in  March  or 
April,  every  year,  he  pays  in  the 
balance  then  in  his  hands,  of  his 
laft  year’s  collection.  By  his  re¬ 
turn  to  us,  upon  the  16th  of  De¬ 
cember  laft,  the  fum  of  fix  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  eighty-one 
pounds  feven  {hillings  and  eleven 
pence  was  then  remaining  in  his 
hands,  but  this  fum,  as  he  has 
fmce  informed  us,  he  has  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  together  with  the 


balance  of  his  year's  account, 
ending  the  5th  inftant. 

Richard  Carter,  Efq;  receiver 
of  the  one  (hilling. duty,  collects 
it  from  different  offices,  at  difte- 
rent  times  :  he  ufpally  makes 
payments  every  quarter  into  the 
exchequer,  and  once  a  year  pays 
in  the  balance.  The  fum  in  his 
hands,  upon., the  20th  of  October 
laft,  was  two  thoufand  and  fifty 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  feven 
pence  ;  and  he  has  fince  fignified 
to  us,  that  he  has  paid  the  fame 
into  the  exchequer. 

The  intention  of  that  claufe  in 
the  adl,  which  directs  our  firft  in¬ 
quiries  to  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  accountants,  is,  that  the 
public  may  the  fooner  avail  therp- 
felves  of  the  ufe  of  their  own  mo¬ 
ney  :  one  of  the  indifpenfible 
means  of  obtaining  this  end  is,  to 
accelerate  the  payments  of  the  re¬ 
venue  into  the  exchequer. 

Out  of  the  revenue  of  the  pod- 
office,  the  afl  of  Queen  Anne  or¬ 
ders  a  payment  of  (even  hundred 
pounds  every  week  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  affigns  as  a  re  a  foil, 
“.the  railing  a  prefent  fupply  of 
monies  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  other  her  majefty’s  moil  ne- 
ceffary  occalions.  ’  The  neceffiary 
occafions  of  thefe  times,  require 
payments  as  large  and  as  frequent 
as  can  be  made.  It  appears  from 
an  account  of  the  net  produce  of 
the  revenues  of  the  poll-office  at 
the  time  the  act  of  Queen  Anne 
pa(fed,  and  from  the  accounts  of 
the  prefent  weekly  receipts  of  thefe 
revenues,  and  of  the  balances  paid 
quarterly  into  the  Exchequer, 
tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  re- 
ceiver-eeneral,  that  the  revenues 
of  this  office  are  much  increafed, 
and  that  the  current  weekly  re¬ 
ceipt 


.0 


STATE 

•celpt  will  fupply  a  much  larger 
payment  than  feven  hundred 
pounds.  We  are  therefore  ot 
•opinion,  that  the  method  of  pay¬ 
ing  the  balance  every  week  into 
the  exchequer,  eflabliflied  in  the 
-cuftoms,  excife,  and  other  offices 
above  mentioned,  (hould  be  adopt¬ 
ed  in  the  poll-office  :  and  that  the 
receiver  general  Ihould every  week 
pay  the  nett  balance  of  his  receipt 
into  the  exchequer,  referving  in 
his  hands  no  more  than  is  necef- 
fary  to  anfvver  the  current  pay¬ 
ments  and  expences  of  t!&  office. 

It  appears  to  be  cuftomary  for 
the  receiver  of  the  id r It  fruits,  to 
detain  in  his  hands  the  produce  of 
the  whole  year,  until  eight  or 
nine  months  after  that  year  is 
ended,  befides  receiving  the  cur¬ 
rent  produce  of  thofe  months  ; 
and  for  the  receiver  of  the  tenths 
to  detain  in  his  hands,  for  at  lead 
a  year,  the  whole  of  this  duty, 
received  by  him  before  the  3  ill  of 
May  in  each  year  (at  which  time 
he  delivers  a  lift  of  the  defaulters 
into  the  exchequer),  befides  re¬ 
ceiving  the  current  produce  of 
that  year.  It  appears  like  wife, 
that  the  receivers  of  the  fixpenny 
and  (hilling  duties,  do  not  pay 
into  the  exchequer  the  whole  pro¬ 
duce  of  thefe  duties  as  they  re¬ 
ceive  them.  All  fuch  detentions 

1 

are,  in  our  opinion,  a  difadvan- 
tage  to  the  public,  and  liable  to 
abufe.  There  exifts  no  reafon 
why  the  public  ffiould  not  have 
the  cuftody  and  ufe  of  public  mo¬ 
ney,  rather  than  an  individual, 
until  the  fervice  to  which  it  is  ap¬ 
propriated,  of  whatever  nature 
that  fervice  maybe,  calls  for  its 
application  :  the  public  coffers 
are  the  fafeft  repofitory  for  public 
money. 
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One  purpofe  among  others,  ex- 
preffied  in  the  aCl  that  appoints  us, 
is,  that  any  defeat  in  the  prefent 
method  of  collecting  the  duties, 
may  be  corrected,  and  that  a  lefa 
0:  pen  live  one  may  be  eftablifhed  ; 
and  we  are  exprefly  directed  to 
report  fuch  regulations,  as  in  our 
judgment  fhatl  appear  expedient 
to  he  eftablifhed,  in  order  that  the 
duties  may  hereafter  be  received 
in  the  manner  the  molt  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  public. 

We  therefore,  in  obedience 
thereto,  think  it  our  duty  to  fub- 
join  one  obfervation,  that  has  oc¬ 
curred  to  us  during  the  progrefs 
of  our  inquiries. 

The  land-tax,  and  the  duties 
ariling  from  ftamps,  fait,  licences 
to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  from 
hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  are 
under  the  management  of  five  fe- 
parate  and  diftinCl  boards  of  com- 
miffioners,  confiding  of  twenty- 
five  in  number  :  the  amount  of 
the  grofs  produce  of  the  laft  four 
of  thefe  duties,  by  the  returns 
made  to  our  precepts,  is  eight 
hundred  thirty -one  thoufand  one 
hundred  twenty -fix  pounds,  three 
(hillings  and  one  penny  three  far¬ 
things  ;  of  the  nett  produce,  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  fixty  thoufand  five 
hundred  forty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
(hillings  and  fix  pence.  The  time 
in  which  the  commiffioners  are 
ufually  engaged' in  tranfa Cling  the 
bufinefs  of  their  feveral  offices  is 
as  follows  :  the  attendance  of 
the  commiffioners  of  the  land  tax, 
at  their  office,  is  thrice  a  week  ; 
of  the  (lamp-office,  thrice  a  week  ; 
of  the  falt-office,  twice  a  week  ; 
of  hawkers  and  pedlars,  once  a 
week  ;  of  hackney  coaches  and 
chairs  once  a  week. 

We  are  aware,  that  the  compa- 

[W]  4  rative 


^8]  ANNUAL  R  E  G  I  S  T  E  R,  1781 


rative  produce  of  different  duties, 
is  not  alone  a  criterion  by  which 
we  may  judge  with  precihon  and 
certainty,  of  the  time,  trouble,  ex¬ 
pence,  and  number  of  officers  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  employed  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  them  :  to  have  form- 
ep  an  accurate  and  decnive  opi¬ 
nion  upon  this  point,  it  would 
have  been  neceffary  to  have  entered 
into  an  examination,  which  would 
have  carriedustoo  far  from  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  prefent  enquiry;  but  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  final!  pro¬ 
duce  of  fome  of  thefe  duties,  and 
the  fhort  time  in  which  each  of 
thefe  five  boards  are  able  to  tranf- 
a<B:  their  bufinefs,  nre  circum- 
itances  which  induce  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption,  that  fo  many  eftablifh- 
ments  are  not  neceffary  for  the 
management  of  thefe  branches  of 
the  revenue ;  and  wdiich  lay  a 
reafonable  foundation  for  an  en¬ 
quiry,  whether  there  may  not  be 
formed  a  confoiidation  of  offices, 
beneficial  to  the  public.  This  fug- 
geflion  we  fubmit  to  the  wifdom 
of  the  legiflature. 

Office  of  Accounts ,  Bell-Yard , 
Zlft  Gf  January ,  1781. 


Guy  Carleton,  (L,  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

R.  Neave,  (L.  S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L.  S.) 


*The  7  bird  Report  of  the  Co?nmiffi- 
oners  appointed  to  examine,  take , 
and  fate  the  public  Accounts  of 
the  kingdom. 

T  ¥  AV1NG  finifhed  our  exami- 
Jl  A  nations  of  all  thofe  pub¬ 
lic  accountants  that  came  to  our 


knowledge  in  the  firft  clafs,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  balances  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  in  their  hands,  we,  in 
the  next  place,  diredled  our  at¬ 
tention  to  thole  accountants  who 
receive  public  money  out  of  the 
exchequer,  by  way  ofimpreft,  and 
upon  account. 

X 

The  certificate  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  theimpreft,  tranfmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  our  precept,  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  a  lift  of  thefe  ac¬ 
countants  :  we  took  them  into  our 
conilderation  in  the  order  in  which 
they  Hand  upon  that  certificate  ; 
a  rule  we  purfue  in  regard  to  all 
lifts  of  accountants,  unlefs  there 
are  fome  Ipecial  reafons  for  de¬ 
parting  from  it. 

The  fet  of  accountants  therein 
firft  mentioned,  are  the  treafurers 
of  the  navy  ;  and  of  thefe,  the 
names  that  Hand  firft  are  the 
jexecutors  of  Anthony  Vifcount 
Falkland,  whofe  final  account  is 
dated  the  4th  of  April,  1689,  and 
from  wffiom  a  balance  of  twenty- 
leven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eleven  pounds,  lix  fhillings,  and 
five  pence  farthing,  is  declared  to 
be  then  due.  We  did  not  mif- 
pend  our  time  in  a  purfuit  where 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of 
benefit  to  the  public  :  a  debt  that 
has  fubfifted  for  nearly  a  century, 
may  be  prefumed  defperate.  Faf¬ 
fing  over  therefore  this  article,  we 
iftiied  our  precepts  to  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenville,  Efq;  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vif¬ 
count  Howe, and  to  Sir  Gilbert  EE 
liot,  Baronet,  as  reprefentative  of 
the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  for  an 
account  of  the  public  money  in 
their  hands,  cuftody,  or  powrer,  as 
late  treafurers  of  the  navy.  The 

returns 
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returns  made  to  our  precepts  are 
k  t  forth  m  the  Appendix  ;  from 
which  it  appears,  that  the  ba¬ 
lances  of  public  money  remaining* 
m  their  refpective  hands,  upon  the 
days  therein  mentioned,  amounted 
together  to  the  fum  of  feventydix 
thoufund  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-three  pounds,  eighteen 
{hillings,  and  one  penny  farthing. 

That  we  might  learn  for  what 
reafon,  Cervices,  or  purpofes,  thefe 
fums  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  treafurers  of  the  navv, 
fo  long  after  they  arc  out  of  office, 
we  examined  feveral  of  the  officers 
in  thisdepartment,  namely,  George 
Swaffield,  Efq;  cafhier  of  the  vic¬ 
tualling;  Andrew  Douglas,  Efq; 
paymalter ;  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe, 
chief  clerk  to  the  paymalter,  and 
Mr.  F  rancis  Cook,  ledger- writer. 
By  them  we  are  fupplied  with  the 
following  information  : 

The  office  of  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  is  divided  into  three 
branches,  the  paymafter’s,  the  ca- 
fhier’s,  and  the  victualling  branch. 
All  the  money  he  receives  is  for 
the  navy  fervices,  and  placed  un¬ 
der,  or  carried  over,  to  one  of 
thefe  branches ;  the  money  in  each 
branch  is  fubdivided,  arranged, 
and  kept  under  various  different 
heads  of  fervices  ;  the  whole  ba¬ 
lance,  at  the  time  he  leaves  the 
office,  continues  to  be  liable,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  the 
hands  of  his  reprefentatives,  in 
cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  fame  fer¬ 
vices  for  which  its  feveral  parts 
were  originally  defiined  ;  and  the 
commiffioners  of  the  navy,  vic¬ 
tualling,  and  lick  and  hurt  offices, 
each  in  their  feveral  departments, 
continue  to  affign  bills  upon  him 
for  payment,  until  they  have  re¬ 
duced  hi6  balance  to  fuch  a  Aim 
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as,  in  their  opinions,  will  not  be 
more  than  fufficient  to  anfvver  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  has  been 
ufual  to  leave  money  with  him, 
until  his  Anal  account  is  palfed. 
Thefe  purpofes  are,  fir  ft  to  carry 
on  the  recalls  upon  thofe  {hips 
books  which  were  open  in  his  trea- 
furerfhip,  and  the  payment  of  the 
half -pay  lifts,  and  bounties  to 
chaplains.  The  fhips  books  are 
ufually  kept  open  for  recalls,  for 
feven  or  eight  years  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  treafurerlhip,  in 
order  to  give  thofe  feamen  who,  by 
being  either  turned  over  to  other 
fhips,  oreniployed  in  other  places, 
could  not  attend  at  the  time  their 
{hip  was  paid,  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  their  wages  when  it  is  in 
their  power  to  apply  for  them. 
The  only  fund  applicable  to  this 
fervice  is,  the  money  in  the  pay 
branch,  placed  under  the  head  of 
“  To  pay  fhips,  and  carry  on  re¬ 
calls.”  This  fervice  is  at  an  end 
when  the  fhips  books  are  made  up, 
They  are  made  up  as  they  come 
in  courfe,  in  order  of  time  ;  and 
after  the  laft  is  clofed,  the  half¬ 
pay  lifts  are  alfo  clofed,  and  the 
payment  of  the  bounty  to  chap¬ 
lains  ceafes. 

The  other  purpofe  is  to  pay  the 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  palling  his  ac¬ 
counts.  Upon  paffing  every  an¬ 
nual  account,  fees  are  paid  to  the 
auditors  of  the  impreit,  out  of 
the  money  in  his  hands,  under  the 
head  of  “  To  pay  exchequer  fees, 
and  other  contingent  expences  of 
the  pay-office  :  ’  but  upon  paffing 
his  final  account,  there  is  a  gra¬ 
tuity  alfo  paid  in  the  following 
manner: — The  officers  and  clerks 
who  tranfadl  the  bufyiefs  of  the 
treafurer  in  office,  carry  ou  alfo 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  and  finally 
make  up,  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurers  out  of  office;  for  which 
extra  work  they  have  no  falary  or 
recompence  whatever,  until  the 
final  account  is  ready  to  b,e  palled, 
at  which  time  it  has  been  ufuai 
for  them,  by  petition  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  to  obtain  a  rea- 
fonable  allowance  for  their  trou¬ 
ble,  which  has  been  paid  them, 
by  virtue  of  a  treafury  warrant, 
out  of  any  money  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  that  treafurer,  under 
whatever  heads  of  fervice  it  may 
be  placed.  This  gratuity,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  fees  of  palling  the 
annual  accounts,  and  for  the  qui¬ 
etus,  it  is  imagined  will  exhauft 
the  whole  balance  now 'remaining 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Temple. 

All  the  flips  books  which  were 
paid  by  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  .Lord  Bowe,  are 
made  up,  and  confequently  the 
balances  which  the  three  boards 
have  left  in  the  hands  of  thefe 
treafurers  mull  be  for  the  purpofe 
of  paying  the  fees  and  expen ces  of 
carrying  on,  makmg'up,  and  paf- 
iing  their  accounts.  Of  Sir  Gil¬ 
bert  Elliot’s  fnips  books,  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  fix  are  fall  open  for  re¬ 
calls  ;  and  payments,  if  applied 
for  are  made  upon  them  once  a 
week  ;  and  therefore,  whatever 
fums  {land  upon  his  account,  in 
his  paymafter’s  branch,  under  the 
hea  ds  of  wages,  half  pay,  and 
bounties  to  chaplains,  are  Hill  ap¬ 
plicable  to  thoie  fervices;  and  the 
refidue  of  the  money  permitted  to 
remain  with  him  is  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  paying  the  fees  and  ex- 
pences  of  carrying  on,  making  up, 
and  palling  his  accounts. 

How  foon  then  will  thefe  feve- 
ral  funis  be  wanted  for  this  pur- 
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pofe  ?  The  accounts  of  the  trea¬ 
furers  of  the  navy  are  made  up 
and  pafed  as  they  come  in  courfe, 
in  order  of  time;  the  officers  mull 
finifh  one  year  before  they  begin 
upon  another;  and  a  fubfequent 
treafurer’s  account  is  never  Unified 
till  his  predecenoBs  is  finally 
clofed.  The  fate  in  which  their 
accounts  are,  In  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  irnpreft  is  this  : — ■ 
The  laid  which  is  declared  is  Mr. 
Grenville's  account  for  the  year 
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1758  :  of  all  the  fubfequent  ac¬ 
counts,  only  fome  fe&ions  of  their 
refpe&ive  navy  and  victualling 
ledgers  are  delivered  into  this 
office;  which  parts  of  a  treafurer’s 
accounts  are  ufually  fent  thither  as 
fpeedily  as  they  can  be  made  up 
after  the  year  expires. 

From  an  account  of  the  ba¬ 
lances  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  treafurers,  at  the  times  they 
refpectively  ceafed  to  be  treafures  ; 
and  an  account  of' the  times  when 
their  laid  flips  books  were  made 
up.;  and  a  fate  of  Mr.  Grenville  '& 
balances,  and  of  the  balances  of 
Lord  Barrington,  Lord  Howe,  and 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  every  year  fince 
they  feverally  went  out  of  office, 
all  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  pay 
oifice^f  the  navy,  purfuant  to  our 
requifitions,  we  find  that  Mr. 
Grenville  refigned  this  office  in 
1762,  and  his  jafi  flip’s  book  was 
made  up  in  1771  ;  that  Lord  Bar¬ 
rington  refigned  this  office  in  1  765, 
and  his  laf  flip’s  book  was  made 
up  in  1775;  that  Lord  Howe  re  ¬ 
figned  this  office  in  177 o;  and  his 
laf  flip’s  book  was  made  up  in 
1778  ;  and  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
died  in  1777  :  lienee  it  appears, 
that  for  nineteen  years  there  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  or  of  his  reprefbntatives, 

and 
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and  for  fifteen  years  in  the  hands 
oi  Lord  -Barrington,  and  for  ten 
years  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Howe, 
and  for  three  years  in  the  hands  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  confiderable  fums  of  pub- 
lie  money  (exclufive  of  the  funis  on 
the  heads  of  wages,  half-pay,  and 
bounties'to  chaplains)  ddtined  to 
purpofes  which  (except  thepaffing 
three  years  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  ac¬ 
counts)  have  not  yet  exifted,  and 
vv  hich,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
pronreis  hitherto  made  in  paffing 
thele  accounts,  are  not  likely  foon 
to  exift. 

Vvliere  public  money  is  appoin¬ 
ted  for  a  fervice  oy  purpofe  to 
a  rife  at  a  future  time,  we  are  of 
opinion,  the  public  alone  ought 
to  have  the  cuiiodv  and  life  of 
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that  money,  in  the  mean  time,  and 
until  the  fervice  or  purpofe  calls 
for  its  application. 

When  the  fees  and  the  gratuity 
become  payable,  we  fee  no  reafon 
why  the  treafurer  in  office  fhould 
rot  pay  them,  in  like  manner  as 
the  treafurers  out  of  office  pay 
them  now. 

We  did  not  form  our  opinion 
upon  thofe  balances  without  firfl 
hearing  the  late  treafurers  them- 
felves,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
thofe  who  are  dead;  and  therefore 
iv e  examined  Earl  Temple,  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liot,  Baronet;  not  one  of  whom 
made  any  objedtion  to  paying  their 
balances  into  the  exchequer,  upon 
condition,  fome  of  receiving  their 
quietus,  others  of  being  made  fe- 
cure  in  fuch  payments.  We  do 
therefore  conceive,  that  the  ba¬ 
lances  of  public  money  now  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenville,  Efq;  and  in  the 
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hands  of  Lord  Vifcount  Barring- 

#  D 

ton,  and  of  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott,  Bart, 
as  reprefentative  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  late  treafurers  of  the  navy, 
ought  to  be  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  for  the  public  fervice,  leav¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  the  fums  in  his  account 
placed  under  the  heads  of  wages, 
half-pay,  and  bounties  to  chap¬ 
lains,  to  carry  on  the  fervices  to 
which  the  fame  are  applicable  : 
that  frch  payments  fhould  be 
without  prejudice,  and  a  proper 
fecurity  and  indemnification  be 
given  to  each  of  them,  againll  any 
lofs  or  detriment  that  may  accrue 
to  them,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
payments. 

The  Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis, 
the  prefent  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
returned  to  our  requifition,  a  ba¬ 
lance  in  his  hands  upon  the  31ft 
of  Augull  laid,  of  three  hundred 
forty-eight  thoufand,  nine  hun¬ 
dred  forty  one  pounds,  eleven 
(hillings  and  nine  pence.  The 
adt  diredts  us  to  examine  into  all 
balances  in  the  hands  of  public 
accountants,  for  the  purpofe  of 
confidering  what  fum  may  be 
taken  out  of  their  hands,  to  be 
applied  to  the  public  fervice.  It 
is  obvious,  we  could  not  examine 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  in  office  with  this  view  : 
it  could  not  be  in  our  power  to 
lay,  that  any  part  of  it  ought  to 
be  paid  back  into  the  exchequer, 
becaule,  in  an  office  of  fo  conitant 
and  large  an  expenditure,  this 
fum  mu  ft  probably  be  exhaufted, 
even  while  it  was  under  our  con- 
fideration  :  but  it  was  competent 
to  us,  and  we  thought  it  our  duty, 
to  examine  whether  this  was  a 
larger  fum  than  the  current  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  office  required  fhould 

at 
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2i  that  time  be  entrufted  to  >he 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  A  compa- 
rifo'ti  between  the  quantum  of  the 
firm,  and  the  demands  upon  it, 
would  enable  us  to  form  feme 
judgment  upon  this  point  ;  with 
this  view  we  examined  the  prefent 
treafurer  himfelf,  Timothy  Brett, 
Efquire,  commiffioner  of  the  navy, 
and  comptroller  of  the  treafureEs 
accounts,  John  Slade,  Efquire, 
commiffioner  of  the  victualling, 
and  John  Bell,  Efquire,  commif¬ 
fioner  of  the  Tick  and  hurt ;  from 
whom  we  called  the  following  in¬ 
formation  : 

All  the  money  received  by  the 
treafurer,  for  the  ferviees  of  the 
navy,  is  either  iffued  to  hiqi  out  of 
the  exchequer,  or  paid  to  him  by 
fundry  perfons,  in  purfuance  of  the 
directions  of  the  navy*  victualling 
ear  lick  qnd  hurt  boards.  The 
money  from  the  exchequer  is  if¬ 
fued  to  him,  and  arranged  in  his 
accounts  under  various  heads  of 
ferviees.  Thefe  heads  are  kept 
cliftinft,  and  he  cannot  place  or 
transfer  a  fum  iffued  to  him 
under  one  head,  to  any  other, 
head  of  fa-vice.  AH  bills  af- 
figned  upon  him  for  payment  by 
thele  boards,  fpecify  the  corre¬ 
spondent  head  of  fervice  out  of 
which  that  bill  is  to  be  paid,  and 
he'  muff  not  pay  it  out  of  money 
placed  upder  any  other  head  oj 
fervice,  than  that  fo  fpecified  on 
the  bill. 

When  money  is  wanted,  the 
application  for  it  never  originally 
moves  from  the  treafurer,  except 
in  the  tingle  inffance  of  money  to 
pay  fees,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
pences ;  this  he  craves  of  himfelf, 
when  that  fund  is  nearly  exhauft- 
ed  :  in  all  other  cafes,  the  hoard, 
in  whofe  department  it  is,  by  let-' 
ter,  defire  him  to  prefent  a  me- 
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mcrial  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
fpecifying  the  fum  wanted,  and 
for  what  particular  fervice  ;  the 
memorial  purfues  the  letter,  and 
the  iffue  is  direfted  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer  in  the  terms  of  the  memo 
rial.  The  treafurer  immediately 
certifies  to  the  navy  board  the 
whole  fum  he  receives,  and  to  the 
other  board  fo  much  of  that  fum 
as  concerns  them  :  he  alfo  tranf- 
mits  tothe  navy-board  an  account 
of  all  his  receipts  and  payments  in 
thecalhier’s  and  victualling  branch 
every  fortnight,  and  in  the  pay 
branch  every  month  :  by  thefe 
means  they  have  an  exaft  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  ftate  of  his  balance 
under  each  head  of  fervice.  Each 
of  thefe  boards  enter  in  their  books 
all  the  alignments  they  make  upon 
him  for  payment  \  of  which  they 
tranfmit  to  him  a  lift  :  hence  they 
know  what  the  actual  demands 
upon  him  amount  to  ;  and,  from 
their  experience  in  the  courfe  of 
the  navy  bufinefs,  they  can  form 
fome  conjecture  relative  to  the  pro¬ 
bable  apprqaching  demands  that 
may  be  made  upon  him  in  the  va¬ 
rious  branches  of  the  fervice.  By 
fuch  knowledge  and  conjecture 
thefe  boards  are  guided  in  their 
directions  to  the  treafurer,  as  to 
the  time  when,  the  quantum  of  the 
fum,  and  the  fervice  for  which 
every  application  for  a  fupply  is 
to  be  made  to  the  treafury. 

At  the  end  of  every  month  the 
navy-board  tranfmit  to  the  trea¬ 
fury  a  certificate,  containing  ail 
ex  a  ft  ftate  of  all  the  receipts  and 
payments  made  by  the  treafurer 
during  that  month,  as  they  ap¬ 
pear  from  their  books  ;  hence  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  have  full 
knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  his  ba¬ 
lance  every  month.  This  certifi¬ 
cate  for  the  month  of  Auguft  lalt 

we 
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we  procured  from  the  navy-office, 
on  which  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  treafurer  appears  to  be  two 
hundred  lixty  thoufand,  fevcn 
hundred  and  fix  teen  pounds,  one 
{hilling  and  eight  pence  farthing. 

Being  made  acquainted  thus  far 
with  the  courfe  of  buftnefs  in  this 
office,  our  next  ftep  was  to  vefolve 
thisbalanceof  three  hundred  forty- 
eight  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds,  eleven  {hillings 
and  nine  pence  into  its  conftituent 
parts,  and  compare  the  quantum 
of  each  part,  as  far  as  we  could, 
with  the  aflual  and  probable  de¬ 
mands  of  fervice  upon  it  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  the  date  of  his  re¬ 
turn. 

The  fil'd  circumftance  that  en¬ 
gaged  our  attention,  was  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  treafurer’s  ba¬ 
lance  and  the  navy  balance,  upon 
the  lame  day,  the  3 1  ft  of  Au  guft, 
the  former  exceeding  the  latter  by 
the  fum  of  eighty- eight  thoufand, 
two  hundred  and  twenty  -  five 
pounds  ten  (hillings  and  three 
farthings:  this  difference  lies  in  the 
cafhier’s  and  victualling  branches, 
and  arifes  from  the  following 
caufe  : — When  the  three  boards 
affign  bills  upon  the  treafurer  for 
payment,  they  immediately  give 
him  credit  tor  thofe  bills,  in  his 
account  kept  at  their  offices  ;  but 
the  treafurer  does  not  himfelf  take 
credit  for  any  bills  in  his  own  ac¬ 
count  till  he  adtually  pays  them. 
The  perfonswho  receive  theie  bills 
do  not  always  immediately  prefent 
them  to  the  treafurer  for  payment, 
but  frequently  keep  them  in  their 
pofteffion  for  a  conftderable  time. 
The  treafurer’s  balance  mu  ft  there¬ 
fore  exceed  the  navy  balance  as 
much  as  the  fum  of  the  bills  affign- 
ed  upon  him  for  payment  ex- 
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ceeds  the  fum  of  the  bills  ac¬ 
tually  paid  by  him.  Wc  conceive 
this  excefs  is  not  money  for  which 
the  treafurer  is  accountable  to  the 
public,  but  belongs  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  thofe  bills,  and  remains 
i it  his  hands,  at  their  rifle,  until 
they  apply  to  him  for  payment- 
This  turn,  therefore,  we  think, 
fhould  be  deducted  from  his  ba¬ 
lance. 

W  e,  in  the  next  place,  obferved 
that  feveral  fums  in  each  branch 
were  not  actually  in  the  hands  of 
the  treafurer,  but  of  his  officers 
and  clerks,  either  carrying  on  fer- 
vices  in  London,  or  at  the  diftant 
ports,  whither  thefe  fums  were  di¬ 
rected  tobefentby  the  navy-board, 
to  carry  on  the  fervices  at  thofr 
ports.  It  may  reasonably  be  pre- 
lumed,  that  the  boards  would  not 
have  directed  into  the  hands  of  the 
officers,  nor  the  treafurer  have  err- 
trufted  them  with,  larger  fums 
than  were  wanted  ;  and  therefore 
thefe  fums  too,  may  be  deducted 
from  the  treafurer’s  balance  ; 
which  will  reduce  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  aclually  in  his  hands  to  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  twenty-eight 
thoufand  eighty-three  pounds, 
fixteen  (hillings  and  ten  pence 
farthing.  The  conitituent  part.; 
of  this  balance,  under  their  feve¬ 
ral  heads  of  fervice,  confiding  of 
a  variety  of  articles,  are  Hated  in 
the  navy  certificate :  fome  of  them 
carry  the  appearance  of  having 
been  applied  for  fooner  than  the 
fervices  feem  to  have  required  : 
but,  upon  examination,  we  find 
that  the  boards  do  not  diredf  an 
application  for  a  fupply  to  ar.v 
fund,  until  they  know  that  fund 
is  nearly,  or  likely  foon  to  be  ex 
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times  prevented  from  granting  t  he 
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ifiue  until* many  days  after  it  is 
Graved  ;  and  therefore  the  boards 
are  careful  to 'apply  early  enough, 
to  guard  a  gain  it  the  hazard  of  a 
demand  upon  an  exhardted  fund. 
To  fearch  into  the  actual  and  pro¬ 
bable  demands,  at  that  time,  i\pon 
each  of  thefe  funis,  was  hardly 
practicable:  one  circumftance  alone 
might  enable  us  to  judge  with  fuf- 
fieient  accuracy,  whether  the  fum 
total  was  too  large  or  not :  that  is, 
in  what  time  this  balance  was  in 
fa£t  paid  away  by  the  treafurer. 
It  appears  from  his  accounts  for 
the  month  of  Au grift,  that  this 
whole  balance,  and  much  more, 
was  received  by  him  during  that 
month:  and  by  his  accounts  for  the 
month  of  September,  tranfmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  our  requisition, 
it  appears  that  not  only  the  ba¬ 
lance  remaining  on  the  a  i ft  of 
Aug  lift,  but  a  much  larger  fum, 
was  in  fa 61  paid  away  by 'him  dur¬ 
ing  the  iucceeding  month.  Con- 
fidering  therefore  this  Turn. -by  it- 
felf,  independent  of,  and  uncon¬ 
nected  with  his  other  receipts  and 
payments,  prior  and  fubfequent  to 
the  date  of  this  balance,  we  have 
no  grounds  to  fay  that  this  indivi¬ 
dual  fum,  received  in  one  month, 
and  paid  away  in  the  next,  was 
more  than  the  fervice  required 
fhould  be  in  thp  hands  of  the  t ren¬ 
in  re  r  of  the  navy  upon  the  31ft  of 
Aim uft  laft. 

O 

But  it  was  neceflary  to  extend 
our  enquiry  ftill  farther.  What 
is  the  amount  of  the  fum  that  has 
been  continually  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  navy  ;  and 
has  that  fum  been  more  than  the 
current  .fervices  required  ?  To 
come  at  this  knowledge,  we  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  navy  office  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  total  fums  received 


"and  paid  by  the  treafarer  of  the 
navy,  for  every  month  from  the 
1  ft  of  January  1779,  to  the  31ft  of 
Anguft  laft,  with  the  total  of  the 
balances  remaining  in  his  hands  at 
the  end  ot  each  month,  as  they 
appear  in  the  monthly  certificates 
to  the  treafury. 

As  the  public  money  fnoulcl 
pafs  without  delay  from  the  pocket 
of  the  fubjedt  into  the  exchequer, 
foil  ought  not  to  iflue  out  of  the 
exchequer,  either  before  it  is  want¬ 
ed,  or  in  larger  fums  than  the  fer¬ 
vice  for  which  it  is  iflued  requires. 
By  this  laft  account,  a  very  large 
fum  has  been  copftantlv  in  his- 
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hands,  during  the  period  therein 
mentioned,  exclufive  of  the  amount 
of  bills  aligned  upon  him,  but  not 
prefente.d  to  him  for  payment. 
The  principal  caufe  of  the  mag¬ 
nitude  oi  this  balance,  is  the  prac¬ 
tice,  in  this  office,  of  not  apply¬ 
ing  money  ifiued  tinder  one  head, 
towards  fatisfying  a  demand  upon 
any  other  head  of  fervice  ;  the 
coqiequence  of  which  is,  when  the 
money  upon  the  account  of  any 
head  of  fervice  is  nearly  exhaufted, 
a  Apply  muft  be  procured  for  that 
fervice,  how  abundant  foever  the 
fums  upon  otherheadsof  accounts, 
or  the  fum  total  of  hrs  calh,  may 
be.  Were  all  the  fums  he  receives 
to  conftitute  and  be  conlidered  as 
one  common  general  calh,  and  be 
applied  indifcriminately  to  every 
fervice,  a  much  lefs  fum  than  the 
lowed;  of  the  balances  in  the  ac¬ 
count  laft  mentioned  would,  in 
our  opinion,  fuffice  to  carry  oh 
the  current  fervices  of  the  navy, 
even  various  and  extend ve  as  they 
now  are.  It  would  create  no  con- 
fafxon  in  the  accounts  ;  for  the  re¬ 
ceipts  and  payments  under  each 
head  of  fervice  might  ftill  be  kept 
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diftin&;  and  though  the  payments 
might  frequently  exceed  the  re¬ 
ceipts  on  feme  heads  of  accounts, 
yet  the  treafurer  would  not  be 
without  fufficicnt  cafh,  and  the 
next  iffue  from  the  exchequer 
would  re  ft  ore  the  balances.  What 
the  fum  neceftarv  for  carrying  on 
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the  fervice  fhould  be,  muft  depend 
upon  c ire um ilances  :  it  will  be 
different  at  different  times,  and 
muft  be  left  principally  to  the  dif- 
cretion  ofthofe  commiffioners,  from 
whom  the  direction  for  fupplies 
moves,  who,  being  conycrfant  in 
-  the  bufinefs,  can  beft  determine. 
But,  to  enable  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury  like  wife  to  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of,  and  be  a  check  and 
controul  upon,  the  requisition,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that,  befides  the 
certificate  fent  every  month  from 
the  navy  board,  an  .account  of  the 
fum  total  of  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
fhould  be  inferted  in  every  appli¬ 
cation  for  a  fupply  to  the  irea- 
furv. 

We  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
c!efc£ts  ;  we  have  obferved  in  this 
office,  durinp-the  courfe  of  our  in - 
qu’rier,  defetts  which  concern  the 
officer,  the  office,  and  the  public. 

The  treafurer  finds  his  bufinefs 
does  not  end  with  11  is  of  ice  ;  his 
accounts  are  ft  ill  open  :  he  goes 
on,  receiving  and  paying,  until  he 
feels  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his 
fortune,  fubject  to  all  the  evils  of 
long  public  accounts  far  in  ar- 
rear,  and  the  difficulties  of  ren¬ 
dering  an  account  increasing  dai¬ 
ly  :  he  continues  refponfible  for 
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millions,  without  an  expectation 
of  obtaining  his  final  difcharge 
during  his  life. 

O 

The  office  is  perplexed  with  a 
multiplicity  of  thefe  accounts. — 
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There  are  four  diftindt  accounts, 
of  four  treafurers  of  the  navy,  at 
this  time  open  at  the  pay-office, 
and  hulinefs  is  carried  on  upon 
every  one  of  them  at  the  fame 
time,  by  the  fame  officers,  when 
the  current  bufinefs  of  the  prefent 
treafurer  alone  would  find  employ¬ 
ment  enough  for  them  all. 

There  have  been  iffued  to  three 
of  thefe  treafurers,  for  the  navy 
fervice,  upwards  of  thirty  three 
millions,  the  accounts  of  which 
are  not  paffed  ;  exclufive  of  abov'e 
twenty  five  millions  to  the  late 
Mr.  Grenville,  whofe  final  ac¬ 
count  is  not  yet  fettled  ;  and  of 
fixteen  millions  to  the  prefent  trea¬ 
furer,  none  of  whofe  accounts 
could  as  yet  be  fettled. 

The  navy  accounts  in  July  laid, 
when  the  impreft  certificate  was 
tranfmitted  to  us,  were  in  arrear  in 
the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
impreft  twenty  two  years.  This 
delay  is  occafioned  by  the  accounts 
of  the  fubfequent  years  not  being 
made  up  at  the  pay-office  of  the 
navy,  where  there  is  a  w^ant  of. 
officers  and  clerks  for  this  depart¬ 
ment.  A  fufficient  number  of  per- 
fons,  intelligent  in  this  branch, 
fhould  forthwith  be  provided  by 
the  proper  authority,  with  ade¬ 
quate  falaries,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  proceeding  upon,  bringing  for¬ 
ward,  and  making  up  thefe  ac¬ 
counts,  with  as  much  difpatch 
as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will 
admit.  i  < 

By  this  delay  in  making  up  the 
accounts  the  public  lofes  the  ufe, 
at  lead,  of  cpnfiderable  fums  of 
their  own  money  ;  not  that  the 
principal  itfelf  has  always  been 
fafe.  A  defaulter  of  above  twenty- 
feven  thou  fan  d  pounds  Hands  at 
the  head  of  theliflof  treafurers  of 

the 
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the  navy  upon  the  impreft  certifi¬ 
cate. 

We  enquired  why  a  treafurer, 
tinder  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
the  office*  might  not,  upon  his  re¬ 
signation,  immediately  pay  over 
his  balance  to  the  fucceffor,  or 
into  the  exchequer,  and  all  the 
fubfequenttranfactions  of  office  be 
carried  on  by  the  treafurer  for  the 
time  being?-'- Two  reafons  were 
affigned  for  the  neceffity  of  keep¬ 
ing  open  his  accounts,  though  out 
of  office. 

ill.  That  fufficient  time  iqay  be 
given  to  his  fob-accountants  to 
clear  their  imprefts. 

The  fub-accountants  are  cer¬ 
tainly  very  numerous  ;  and  as,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  mode  of 
paffing  thefe  accounts,  they  rriuffi 
all  befet  infuper  upon  the  final  ac¬ 
count,  was  that  account  to  be 
made  tip  foon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  treafurerfhip,  it  would  be 
very  voluminous  and  troublefome 
to  the  office.  But,  iince  the  trea¬ 
surer  in  office  does  now  clear  the 
impress  of  fome  of  his  predecefi- 
fors,  and  can  clear  the  imprefts  of 
all,  and  the  three  boards  can,  at 
their  pleafure,  call  upon  the  fub- 
accountants  to  clear  their  imprefts, 
we  do  not  think  this  reafon  con¬ 
clusive. 

2d.  That  the  payment  of  his 
ffiips  books  may  be  completed. 

A  (hip’s  book  is  a  voucher  for 
the  treafurer  who  pays  it  utwo 
cannot  pay  upon  the  fame  book ;  it 
would  create  confulion,  as  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  the  one  could  not,  with¬ 
out  great  trouble  and  difficulty,  be 
diftinguifhed  from  thofe  of  the 
other  ;  it  could  not  therefore  be 
made  a  voucher  for  two  treafurers. 
Fo  enable  a  treafurer  in  office  to 
wny  on  the  payment  of  a  fhip’s 


book  open  in  the  time  of  h’s  pre-  < 
deceffor,  the  names  of  all  the  fea-  ■ 
men  not  paid  muft  be  abftr acted, 
and  entered  in  a  new  book  ;  a 
work  of  great  labour  and  length 
of  time,  where  the  books  are  io 
numerous  ;  and  during  all  that 
time,  no  payment  of  wages  could 
be  made  to  the  feamen  unpaid  up¬ 
on  thofe  books. 

Upon  the  examination  of  a  fhip’s 
book,  there  appears  a  foundation 
for  this  objection,  which  opens  a 
door  for  a  poffible  mifehief,  worthy 
confideration.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy,  retiring 
in  difguft,  to  refufe  carrying  on 
any  more  payments,  and  by  that 
means  to  put  a  (lop,  for  eight 
months  or  more,  to  the  payment 
or  all  the  feamen  on  the  numerous 
volumes  of  (hips’  books  open  at  the 
feveral  ports  in  his  treafurerfhip. 
Mr.  Grenville  left  open  above 
thirteen  hundred.  This  evil  does 
not  reft;  in  fpeculation  ;  we  have 
an  in  (lance  of  it  in  evidence.  The 
office  that  does  not  guard  againfl 
the  poffibility  of  iuch  an  evil,  is 
fundamentally  defective. 

Thefe  defedls  fhould  be  fpeedily 
corrected.  To  alter  the  confuta¬ 
tion  of  the  office  ;  to  abolilh  the 
fubordinate  treafury  ;  to  render  a 
treafurer  the.-mere  accountant;  and 
to  vary  the  mode  of  accounting, 
carry  with  them  a  flrong  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  effectual  remedy  :  but 
were  we  in  the  prefent  flate  of 
our  inquiries,  to  come  to  decifions 
of  fuch  moment,  we  fhould  be 
premature,  perhaps  rafh.  It  is 
caller  to  fee  the  defeats  than  to 
fiipply  the  regulation.  The  pay 
of  the  navy  is  an  important  ob- 
je6t,  and  any  alteration  in  the 
mode  fhould  be  well  weighed  be¬ 
fore  it  is  adopted;  it  fhould  be 

traced 
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traced  through  all  its  effefb,  and 
perfectly  afcertained  to  be  as  feafi- 
ble  in  practice,  as  it  is  fpecious  in 
theory.  Todidurb,  to  confound, 
or  to  delay  (effefts  not  unfrequent, 
when  novelty  of  form  is  introduced, 
and  new  principles  applied  to  an 
old  office)  might  be  attended  with 
very  ferious  confequences. 

The  defects,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  courfe  of  an  examination  made> 
in  obedience  to  an  Aft,  for  a 
more  limited  purpofe.  Coming 
however,  before  us,  they  are,  in 
our  opinion,  too  important  to  be 
palled  over  in  (Hence  ;  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  point  them  out, 
that,  (hould  they  be  deemed  a 
proper  fubjeft  for  the  exercife  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  the 
folid  advantages,  which  would  re- 
fult  to  the  public  from  their  cor- 
refWon,  might  not  be  delayed. 
Had  we  protrafted  this  report  un¬ 
til  we  were  poffeffed  of  materials 
for  a  well-grounded  opinion  upon 
thefe  points,  we  mull  have  dif¬ 
obeyed  the  Ad,  that  enjoins  us  to 
report,  in  the  fird  place,  upon 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  ac¬ 
countants  in  this  feffon  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  the  end  that  the  public 
money,  long  ago  iffued,  and  dill 
remaining  in  their  hands,  may, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  protedion  of  the 


public. 

GuyCarleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Piggott,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.  S.) 


Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 
Geo.  Dru mmond,  (L.  S.) 

Office  oj  Account s,  Bell-Yard, 
March  6,  1781. 
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The  remaining  reports  of  the  com - 
mijjioners  1  vill  he  given  in  the  next 
volume 

Heads  of  the  principal  Acts  of  Par - 
l lament  from  Nov.  I,  1780,  to 
July  1  8>  1781. 

AN  Ad  for  the  better  fupply 
of  marines  and  feamen,  to 
ferve  in  hrs  majedy’s  (hips  of 
war,  and  on  board  merchant  diips, 
and  other  trading,  flips  and  vef- 
fels. 

An  Ad  for  extending  the  pro- 
vifions  of  three  Ads  made  in  the 
18th,  19th,  and  20th  years  of  his 
prefent  majedy’s  reign,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  bringing  prize  goods  into 
this  kingdom,  to  prizes  taken 
from  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  j  for  declaring 
what  goods  (hall  be  deemed  mili¬ 
tary  or  fhip  dores  j  for  regulating 
the  fale  of,  and  afceriaining  the 
duties  upon  Ead-India  goods,  con¬ 
demned  as  prize  in  the  port  of 
London  ?  for  permitting  the  pur- 
chafers  of  prize  goods,  condemn¬ 
ed  abroad,  to  import  fuch  goods 
into  this  kingdom,  under  the  like 
regulations  and  advantages  as  are 
granted  by  law  to  the  captors 
themfelves  ;  and  for  reducing  the 
duties  on  foreign  prize  tobacco. 

An  Aft  for  the  encouragement 
of  feamen,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy 
and  effectual  manning  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  navy. 

An  Aft  for  keeping  the  militia 
forces  of  this  kingdom  complete, 
during  the  time  therein  mention¬ 
ed  j  and  for  regulating  the  admif- 
fion  of  fubditutes  to  ferve  in  the 
militia. 

An  Act  to  permit  the  importa- 
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tion  of  flax,  and  flax  feed,  into 
this  kingdom,  or  Ireland,  in  any 
fbip  or  veflel  belonging  to  any 
kingdom  or  ftate  in  amity  with  his 
majefty,  navigated  with  foreign 
mariners,  during  the  prefent  hol- 
tilities. 

An  Ad  to  permit  goods,  the 
produd  or  manufadure  of  certain 
places  within  the  Levant,  or  Me¬ 
diterranean  Teas,  to  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  in 
Britilh  or  foreign  veflels,  from 
any  place  whatsoever,  and  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  duty  on  cotton,  and  cotton 
wool,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
in  foreign  fnips  or  veflels,  during 
the  prefent  hostilities. 

An  Ad  to  permit,  during  the 
prefent  hostilities,  the  importation 
of  goods,  the  produce  of  the  plan¬ 
tations  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Portuguefe  veflels,  and  the  im¬ 
portation  of  certain  other  goods 
therein  mentioned,  in  any  neutral 
Ships  and  veflels. 

An  Ad  for  preventing  certain 
abufes  and  profanations  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  called  Sunday. 

An  Ad  for  continuing  and  a- 
mending  an  Ad,  made  in  the  la  A: 
feflion  of  parliament,  intituled, 
*s  An  Ad  for  appointing  and  ena¬ 
bling  commiflioners  to  examine, 
take,  and  ftate  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom  j  and  to  report 
what  balances  are  in  the  hands  of 
accountants  which  may  be  applied 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  what 
defeds  there  are  in  the  prefent 
mode  of  receiving,  colleding,  if- 
fuing,  and  accounting  for  public 
money,  and  in  what  more  expe¬ 
ditious  and  effedual,  and  lefs  ex- 
pen  live  manner,  the  faid  fervice 
can,  in  future,  be  regulated  and 
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carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.” 

An  Ad  to  dired  the  payment 
into  the  exchequer,  of  the  refpec- 
tive  balances  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  feveral  perfons  there¬ 
in  named,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  the  public,  and  for  indemnify¬ 
ing  the  faid  refpedive  perfons  and 
their  reprefentatives,  in  refped  of 
fuch  payments,  and  againft  all  fu¬ 
ture  claims  relating  thereto,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  menti¬ 
oned. 

An  Ad  to  render  valid,  certain 
marriages  folemnized  in  certain 
churches  and  public  chapels,  in 
which  banns  had  not  ufually  been 
publilhed  before,  or  at  the  time 
of  palling  an  Ad,  made  in  the 
26th  year  of  King  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  intituled,  <e  An  Ad  for  the 
better  preventing  all  clandeftine 
marriages.” 

An  Ad  for  ellablilhing  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  united  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  for  the  payment  of  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  in  full 
difcharge  arid  fatsifadion  of  all 
claims  and  demands  of  the  public, 
&c.  and  for  granting  to  the  laid 
company,  for  a  farther  term,  the 
foie  and  exclufive  trade  to  and  from 
the  Eafl;  Indies ;  and  for  eftablifh- 
ing  certain  regulations  for  the 
better  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  faid  company,  as  well  in 
India  as  in  Europe,  and  the  re¬ 
cruiting  the  military  forces  of  the 
faid  company. 

An  Ad  to  explain  and  amend  fo 
much  of  an  Ad,  made  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  intituled,  “  An  Ad  for 
eftabiilhing  certain  regulations  for 

the 
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the  better  management  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  as 
relates  to  the  adminiftrarion  of  juf- 
tice  in  Bengal  ;  and  for  the  relief 
of  certain  perfons  irnprifoned  at 
Calcutta,  in  Bengal,  under  a  ju¬ 
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dicature  ;  and  alfo  for  indemni¬ 
fying  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  and  all  officers 
who  have  afted  under  their  orders 
or  authority,  in  the  refinance  made 
to  the  procefs  of  the  fupreme 
court.” 
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Char  after  of  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tine  ;  from  Gibbon's  Hiflory  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire. 

[  A-  D.  324.  ] 

HE  chara&er  of  the  prince 
who  removed  the  feat  of 
empire,  and  introduced  fuch  im¬ 
portant  changes  into  the  civil  and 
religious  conftitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  has  fixed  the  attention,  and 
divided  the  opinions,  of  man¬ 
kind.  By  the  grateful  zeal  of  the 
Chriftians,  the  deliverer  of  the 
church  has  been  decorated  with 
every  attribute  of  a  hero,  and 
even  of  a  faint  ;  while  the  dife 
content  of  the  vanquifhed  party 
lias  compared  Conftantine  to  the 
moft  abhorred  of  thofe  tyrants, 

'  who,  by  their  vice  and  weak- 
nefs,  difhonoured  the  imperial 
purple.  The  fame  paffions  have 
in  fome  degrees  been  perpetuated 
to  fucceedintr  generations,  and  the 

I  O  ^ 

character  of  Conftantine  is  conii- 
!  dered,  even  in  the  prefent  age, 
as  an  object  either  of  fatire  or 
of  panegyric.  By  the  impartial 
union  of  thofe  defeats  which  are 
confeffed  by  his  warmed  admirers, 
and  of  thofe  virtues  which  are 
acknowledged  by  his  moft  impla¬ 
cable  enemies,  we  might  hope  to 
delineate  a  juft  portrait  of  that 
Vol.  XXiV. 
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extraordinary  man,  which  the 
truth  and  candour  of  hi ftoryftiould 
adopt  without  a  blufh.  But  at 
would  foon  appear,  that  the  vain 
attempt  to  blend  fuch  difeordar.t 
colours,  and  to  reconcile  fuch  in- 
confiftent  qualities,  muft  produce 
a  figure  monftrous  rather  than 
human,  unlefs  it  is  viewed  in  its 
proper  and  diftinft  lights,  by  a 
careful  feparation  of  the  different 
periods  of  the  reign  ofConftantine. 

The  perfon,  as  well  as  the 
mind  of  Conftantine,  had  been  en¬ 
riched  by  nature  with  her  choiceft 
endowments.  His  ftature  was 
lofty,  his  countenance  majeftic, 
his  deportment  graceful ;  his 
ftrength  and  atftivity  were  display¬ 
ed  in  every  manly  exercife,  and 
from  his  earlieft  youth,  to  a  very 
advanced  feafon  in  life,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  the  vigour  of  his  conftitu-* 
tion  by  a  ftribt  adherence  to  the 
domeftic  virtues  of  chaftity  and 
temperance.  He  delighted  m  the 
focial  intercourfe  of  familiar  con- 
verfation  ;  and  though  he  might 
fometimes  indulge  his  dilpofition 
to  raillery,  with  lefs  referve  than 
was  required  by  the  fevere  dignity 
of  his  ftation,  the  courtefy  and 
liberality  of  his  manners  gained 
the  hearts  of  all  who  approached 
him.  The  iincerity  of  his  friend- 
fhip  has  been  fufpected ;  yet  he 

B  fits  wed. 
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(hewed,  on  fome  occafions,  that 
he  was  not  incapable  of  a  warm 
and  lading  attachment.  The 
difadvantage  of  an  illiterate  edu¬ 
cation  had  not  prevented  him  from 
forming;  a  i u it  edimate  of  the  va- 
luc  of  learning  ;  and  the  arts  and 
fciences  derived  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  munificent  protec¬ 
tion  of  Condantine.  In  the  dif- 
patch  of  bufinefs,  his  diligence 
was  indefatigable  ;  and  the  abtive 
powers  of  his  rniud  were  aimed 
continually  exerciled  in  reading, 
writing,  or  meditating,  in  giving 
audience  to  ambafladors,  and  in 
examining  the  complaints  of  his 
fuhje'dfs.  Even  thofe  who  cen- 
fured  the  propriety  of  his  meafures 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  podeffed  magnanimity  to 
conceive  and  patience  to  execute, 
the  mod  arduous  defigns,  without 
being  checked  either  by  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  education,  or  by  the 
clamours  of  the  multitude.  In 
the  field,  he  infufed  his  own  in¬ 
trepid  fpirit  into  the  troops, 
whom  he  conduced  with  the  ta¬ 
lents  of  a  confummate  general  ; 
and  to  his  abilities,  rather  than  to 
liis  fortune,  we  may  afcribe  the 
fiigmal  victories  which  he  obtained 

O 

over  the  foreign  and  domedic  foes 
of  the  Republic.  He  loved  glory, 
as  the  reward,  perhaps  as  the 
motive,  of  his  labours.  The 
boundl'efs  ambition,  which,  from 
the  moment  of  his  accepting  the 
purple  at  York,  appears  as  the 
ruling  paffion  of  his  foul,  may 
be  jultihed  by  the  dangers  of  his 
own  fituatioh,  by  the  character  of 
his  rivals,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
fuperior  merit,  and  by  the  prof- 
pebt  that  his  fuccefs  would  enable 
him  to  reitore  peace  and  order  to 
the  didrabted  empire.  In  hia  ci- 
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vil  wars  againd  Maxenlius  and 

o  . 

Licinius,  he  had  engaged  on  his 
fide  the  inclinations  of  the  people, 
who  compared  the  undiifembled 
vices  of  thofe  tyrants*  with  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  andjudice  which 
feemed  to  direbt  the  general  tenor 
of  the  adminidration  of  Conftan¬ 
tine. 

Had  Condantine  fallen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyber,  or  even  in 
the  plains  of  Hadrianople,  fuch 
is  the  character  which,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  he  might  have  trani- 
mittedto  poderity.  But  the  con- 
elufion  of  his  reign  (according  to 
the  moderate  and  indeed  tender 
ftmtence  of  a  writer  of  the  fame 
age)  degraded  him  from  the  rank 
which  he  had  acquired  among  the 
mod  deferving  of  the  Roman 
princes.  In  the  life  of  Augudus, 
we  behold  the  tyrant  of  the  re¬ 
public,  converted,  almod  by  im¬ 
perceptible  degrees,  into  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  his  country,  and  of  human 
kind.  In  that  of  Condantine,  we 
may  contemplate  a  hero,  who  had 
fo  long  infpired  his  fubjebts  with 
love,  and  his  enemies  with  terror, 
degenerating  into  a  cruel  and  dif- 
folute  monarch,  corrupted  by  his 
fortune,  or  raifed  by  conqued 
above  the  neceffity  of  diffimula- 
tion.  The  general  peace  which  he 
maintained  during  the  lad  four¬ 
teen  years  of  his  reign,  was  a  pe¬ 
riod  of'  apparent  fplendor  rather 
than  of  real  profperity;  and  the 
old  age  of  Condantine  was  dil- 
graced  by  the  oppodte  yet  recon  - 
cileable  vices  of  rapacioufnefs  and 
prodigality.  The  accumulated 
treafures  found  in  the  palaces  of 
Maxentius  and  Licinius,  were  la- 
vifhly  confumed  ;  the  various  in¬ 
novations  introduced  by  the  con¬ 
queror,  were  attended  with  an 

encreafing 
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encreafing  expence  ;  the  cod  of  are  taught  in  the  fcfiools  of  ty- 
liis  buildings,  his  court,  and  his  rants  ;  but  an  impartial  narrative 


feftivals,  required  an  immediate 
and  plentiful  fupply  ;  and  the 
oppreflion  of  the  people  was  the 
only  fund  which  could  funoort  the 
of 


the  fdvereign. 
His  unworthy  favourites. 


magnificence 

tJ 


en  - 
auty 
■>ed  with 
__  of  rapine 

<r>  » 

A  fee  ret  but 


inched  by  the  houndlefs  jibe;"'1 
of  their  mailer,  ufurp 
impunity  the  privilege 
ami  corruption, 
univerfal  decay  was  felt  in  every 
part  of  tlie  public  adrniniftration, 
and  the  emperor  himfelf,  though 
he  It  ill  retained  the  obedience, 
gradually  loft  the  efteem,  of  his 
fubjc&s.  The  drefs  and  manners, 
which,  towards  the  decline  of  life, 
he  chofe  to  affeCt,  ferved  only  to 
degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  man¬ 
kind.  The  Afiatic  pomp,  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  pride  of 
.Diocletian,  affumed  an  air  of  foft- 
nefs  and  effeminacy  in  the  perfon 
of  Conflantine.  fde  is  repre- 
fented  with  falfe  liair  of  various 
colours,  laborioufly  aranged  by 
the  fkilful  art  if  fs  of  the  times  ;  a 
diadem  of  a  new  and  more  expen - 
five  faff  ion  ;  a  profufion  of  gems 
and  pearls,  of  collars  and  brace¬ 
lets,  and  a  variegated  flowing 
robe  of  fiik,  moff  curioufly  em¬ 
broidered  with  flowers  of  gold. 
In  fuch  apparel,  fcfrrcely  to  /be 


of  the  executions,  or  rather  mur¬ 
ders,  which  fullied  the  declining 
age  of  Conflantine,  will  fuggeic 
to  otir  mofl'  candid  thoughts,  the 
idea  of  a  prince,  who  could  facri- 
flee  without  reluctance  the  laws 
of  juflice,  and  the  feelings  of  na¬ 
ture,  to  the  dictates  either  ofhia 
paflions  or  of  his  interefl. 


An  Account  of  the  pajloral  Man  - 
ners  and  of  the  Government  of  the 
Scythians  or  Tartars  ;  fro?n  the 
fame  Author. 


TN,  every  age,  the  irtimenfe 
X  plains  of  Scythia,  or  Tartary, 
have  been  inhabited  by  vagrant 
tribes  of  hunters  and  ffepherds, 
whofe  indolence  refufes  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  earth,  and  whofe  feftlefs 
fpirit  difdains  the  confinement  of 
a  fedentary  life.  In  every  age, 
the  Scythians  and  Tartars,  have 
been  renowned  for  their  invinci¬ 
ble  courage,  and  rapid  conquefts* 
The  Thrones  of  Alia  have  been 
repeatedly  overturned  by  thefliep- 
herds  of  the  North  ;  and  their 
arms  have  fpread  terror  and  de¬ 
valuation  over  the  mofl  fertile  and 


warlike  countries  of  Europe.  Oil 
this  occafion,  as  wejf  as  on  many 
excufed  by  the  youth  and  folly  of  others,  the  fober  hiflorian  is  forci- 


Elagabalus,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to 
difeover  the  wifdom  of  an  aged 
monarch,  and  the  flmplicity  of 
a  Roman  veteran.  A  mind  thus 
relaxed  by  profperity  and  indul¬ 
gence,  was  incapable  of  rifmg  to 
that  magnanimity  which  difdains 
iufpicion,  and  dares  to  forgive. 
The  deaths  of  Maximinian  and 
Eicinius  may  perhaps  be  juflified 
by  the  maxims  of  policy,  as  they 


bly  awakened  from  a  pleaflng  vi- 
fion  ;  and  is  compelled,  with  fomc 
reluCtance,  to  confefs,  that  the 
paftoral  manners,  which  have  been 
adorned  with  the  fa  i  re  lb  attribute* 
of  peace  and  innocence,  are  much 
better  adapted  to  the  fierce  and 
cruel  habits  of  a  military  life. 
To  illuftrate  this  obfervation,  I 
ffall  now  proceed  to  conflder  at 
nation  of  ffepherds  and  of  war- 
B  2  riors 
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riors,  in  the  three  important  ar¬ 
ticles  of  I.  their  diet  ;  II.  Their 
habitation  ;  and  III.  I  heir  ex- 
ercifes.  I  lie  narratives  of  anti 
quity  are  juilified  by  the  expe 
rience  of  modern  times  ;  and  the 
banks  of  the  Boryffhenes,  of  the 
Volga,  or  of  the  Selinga,  will 
indifferently  prefen t  the  fame  uni¬ 
form  fpedfade  of  fimilar  and  na¬ 
tive  manners. 

I.  The  earn,  or  even  the  rice, 
which  conflitutes  the  ordinary  and 
whol  e  fome  food  of  a  civilized 
people,  can  be  obtained  only  by 
the  patient  toil  of  the  husband¬ 
man.  Some  of  the  happy  fa- 
vapes,  who  dwell  between  the 
tropics,  are  plentifully  noumhed 
by  the  liberality  of  nature.;  but  m 
the  climates  of  the  North,  a  na¬ 
tion  of  fhephe'rds  is  reduced  to 
their  docks  and  herds.  The  fkil- 
fwl  practitioners  of  the  medical 
art  will  determine  (if  they  are  able 
to  determine)  how  far  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  human  mind  may  be 
affected  by  the  life  of  animal, 
or  of  vegetable,  food;  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  common  affoeiatibn  of 
carnivorous  and  cruel,  deferves. 
to  be  considered  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  an  innocent,  perhaps 
a  falutary  prejudice  of  humanity. 
Yet  if  it  be  true,  that  the  fenti- 
ment  of  comjfaffion  is  impercepti¬ 
bly  weakened  by  the  fight  and 
practice  of  domeffic  cruelty,  we 
may  obferve,  that  the  horrid  ob¬ 
jects  which  are  difguifed  by  the 
arts  of  European  refinement,  are 
exhibited  in  their  naked  and  moff 
difgufting  fimplicity,  in  the  tent 
of  a  Tartarian  fhepherd.  The  ox 
or  the  (beep,  are  (laugh tered 
by  the  fame  hand  from  which 
they  were  accuftomed  to  receive 
their  daily  food  ;  and  the  bleed¬ 


ing  limbs  are  ferved,  'with  very, 
little  preparation,  on  the  table  of 
their  unfeeling  murderer.  In  the 
military  profefhon,  and  efpecially 
in  the  conduct  of  a  numerons 
army,  the  exclufive  life  of  animal 
food  appears  to  be  productive  of 
the  molt  folid  advantages.  Corn 
is  a  bulky  and  perifhable  commo¬ 
dity  ;  and  the  large  magazines, 
which  are  indefpenfably  neceflary 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  troops, 
muff  be  (lowly  tranfported  by  the 
labour  of  men,  or  horfes.  But 
the  flocks  and  herds,  which  ac¬ 
company  the  march  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  afford  a  fure  and  encreafing 
fupply  of  fiefh  and  milk  :  in  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  uncultivat¬ 
ed  wade,  the  vegetation  of  the 
grafs  is  quick  and  luxuriant  ;  and 
there  are  few  places  fo  extremely 
barren,  that  the  hardy  cattle  of  the 
North  cannot  find  fome  tolerable 
pafiure.  The  fupply  is  multi¬ 
plied  and  prolonged,  by  the  un- 
diiliirguifhing  appetite,  and  pa¬ 
tient  abftinence,  of  the  Tartars. 
They  indifferently  feed  on  the 
fiefh  of  thofe  animals  that  have 
been  killed  for  the  table,  or  have 
died  of  difeafe.  Horfe-flefh,  which 
in  every  age  and  country  has  been 
proscribed  by  the  civilized  nations 
of  Europe  and  Aha,  they  devour 
with  peculiar  greedinefs  ;  and  this 
'  (regular  take  facilitates  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  military  operations. 
The  active  cavalry  of  Scythia  is 
always  followed,  in  their  molt 
diffant  and  rapid  incurfions,  by 
an  adequate  number  of  fpare 
horfes,  who  may  be  occahonally 
ufed,  either  to  redouble  the  fpeed, 
or  to  fatisfy  the  hunger,  of  the 
Barbarians.  Many  are  the  re- 
fources  of  courage  and  poverty. 
When  the  forage  round  a  camp 
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of  Tartars  is  almofl  confumed, 
they  daughter  the  greatefl  part  of 
their  cattle,  and  preferve  the  flefh, 
either  fmoked,  or  dried  in  the 
fun.  On  the  fudden  emergency 
of  a  hafty  march,  th^y  provide 
themfelves  with  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  little  balls  of  cheefe,  or 
rather  of  hard  curd,  which  they 
occafionally  diffolve  in  water  ;  and 
this  unfubllantial  diet  will  flip- 
port,  for  many  days,  the  life,  and 
even  the  fpirits,  of  the  patient 
warrior.  But  this  extraordinary 
abllinence,  which  the  Stoic  would 
approve,  and  the  hermit  might 
envy,  is  commonly  fucceeded  by 
the  moil  voracious  indulgence  of 
appetite.  The  wines  of  a  hap¬ 
pier  climate  are  the  moil  grateful 
prefent,  or  the  moil  valuable  com  - 
modity,  that  can  be  offered  to  the 
Tartars  ;  and  the  only  example  of 
their  induilry  feems  to  coniiil  in 
the  art  of  extra&ing  from  mare  s 
milk  a  fermented  liquor,  which 
poffefTes  a  very  ftrong  power  of  in¬ 
toxication.  Like  the  animals  of 
prey,  the  favages,  both  of  the  old 
and  new  world,  experience  the 
alternate  viciflitudes  of  famine 
and  plenty  ;  and  their  ilomach  is 
inured  to  iuftain,  without  much 
inconvenience,  the  oppofite  ex¬ 
tremes  of  hunger  and  of  intem¬ 
perance. 

II.  In  the  ages  of  ruftic  and 
martial  fimplicitv,  a  people  of 
foldiers  and  hufoandmen  are  dif- 
perfed  over  the  face  of  an  extern 
live  and  cultivated  country  ;  and 
feme  time  mu  ft  elapfe  before  the 
warlike  youth  of  Greece  and  Italy 
could  be  alfembled  under  the  fame 
ftandard,  either  to  defend  their 
own  coniines,  or  to  invade  the 
territories  of  the  adjacent  tribes. 
Theprogrefs  of  manufactures  and 
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Commerce  infenfibly  collects  a 
large  multitude  within  the  walls 
of  a  city  :  but  the  citizens  are 
no  longer  foldiers  ;  and  the  arts 
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which  adorn  and  improve  the  Rate' 
of  civil  fociety,  corrupt  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  military  life.  The 
paftoral  manners  of  the  Scythians 
feem  to  unite  the  different  ad¬ 
vantages  of  fimplicity  and  refine¬ 
ment.  The  individuals  of  the 
fametribeareconilantlyaffembled, 
but  they  are  affembled  in  a  camp  ; 
and  the  native  fpirit  of  thefe 
dauntlafs  fhepherds  is  animated  by 
mutual  fupport  and  emulation. 
The  houfes  of  the  Tartars  are  no 
more  than  fmall  tents,  of  an  oval 
form,  which  afford  a  cold  and 
dirty  habitation,  for  the  promif- 
cuous  youth  of  both  fexes.  The 
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palaces  of  the  rich  confiil  of  wood¬ 
en  huts,  of  fuch  a  fize  that  they 
may  be  conveniently  fixed  on  large 
waggons,  and  drawn  by  a  team 
perhaps  of  twenty  or  thirty  oxen. 
The  flocks  and  herds,  after  graz¬ 
ing  all  day  in  the  adjacent  pas¬ 
tures,  retire,  on  the  approach  of 
night,  within  the  protection  of 
the  camp.  The  necefiity  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  moil  mifehievous  con- 
fufion,  in  fuch  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  men  and  animals,  mull 
gradually  introduce,  in  the  diilri- 
bution,  the  order,  and  the  guard, 
oi  the  encampment,  the  nidi- 
ments  of  the  military  art.  As 
foon  as  the  forage  of  a  certain x 
diftrfol  is  confumed,  the  tribe,  or 
rather  army,  of  fhepherds,  makes 
a  regular  march  to  fome  frefh  paf- 
ture-s  ;  and  thus  acquires,  in  the 
ordinary  occupations  of  the  paflo- 
ral  life,  the  practical  knowledge 
of  one  of  the  moil  important  and 
difficult  operations  of  war.  The 
choice  of  Rations  is  regulated  by 

the 
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the  difference  of  the  feafons  :  in 
the  fummer,  the  Tartars  advance 
towards  theNoyth,  and  pitch  their 
tents  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  or, 
at  lead  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  running  dream.  But  in  the 
winter  they  return  to  the  South, 
and  fbelter  their  camp,  behind 
dome  convenient  eminence,  againd 
the  winds,  which  are  chilled  in 
their  p adage  over  the  bleak  and 
icy  regions  of  Siberia.  Thefe 
manners  are  admirably  adapted  to 
ch'fFiiie,  among  the  wandering 
tribes,  the  fpirit  of  emigration 
and  conqued.  The  connection 
between  the  people  and  their  ter¬ 
ritory  is  of  (o  frail  a  texture,  that 
it  may  be  broken  by  the  flighted 
accident.  The  camp,  and  not 
the  foil,  is  the  native  country  of 
the  genuine  Tartar.  Within  the 
precinCts  of  that  camp,  his  fami¬ 
ly,  his  companions,  hi3  property 
are  always  included  ;  and,  in  the 
mod  didant  marches,  he  is  dill 
furrounded  by  the  objects  which 
are  dear,  or  valuable,  or  familiar 
in  his  eyes.  The  third  of  rapine, 
tee  fear,  or  the  rebutment  of  in¬ 
jury,  the  impatience  of  fervitude, 
have,  in  every  age,  been  diffident 
caufes  $0  urge  the  ti  ibes  of  Scythia 
boldly  to  advance  into  fome  un¬ 
it  n  o  w  n  countries,  w  h  e  r  e  t  h  e  y  m  i  g  h  t 
hope  to  find  a  more  plentiful  fub- 
fidence,  or  a  ltfs  formidable  ene¬ 
my.  The  revolutions  of  the  North 
have  frequently  determined  the 
fate  of  the  South  5  and  in  the 
conflict  of  hofliie  nations,  the 
viCtor  and  the  vanqui Hied  have  al¬ 
ternately  drove,  and  been  driven, 
from  the  confines  of  China  to  thole 
of  Germany.  Thefe  great  emi- 
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grations,  which  have  been  fome- 
times  executed  with  almod  incre¬ 
dible  diligence,  were  rendered 


rn o  1  e  eafy  by  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  climate.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  cold  of  Tartary  is  much 
more  fevere  than  in  the  mid  ft  of 
the  temperate  zone  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expeCted  :  this  uncommon  | 
rigour  is  attributed  to  the  height 
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of  the  plains,  which  rife,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  Ead,  more  than  , 
half  a  mile  above  the  level  of  tine 
fea,  and  to  the  quantity  of  falt- 
petre,  with  wdiich  the  foil  is  deeply 
impregnated.  In  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  the  broad  and  rapid  rivers, 
that  difcharge  their  waters  into  the 
Euxine,  the  Caipian,  or  the  Icy 
Sea,  are  ftrongly  froven  ;  the  fields 
are  covered  with  a  bed  of  fnow  \ 
and  the  fugitive,  or  victorious, 
tribes  may  fecurely  traverfe,  with 
their  families,  their  waggons,  and 
their  cattle,  the  fmooth  and  hard 
furface  of  an  immenfe  plain. 

III.  The  padoral  life,  compared 
with  the  labours  of  agriculture 
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and  manufactures,  is  undoubtedly 
a  life  of  idlenefs  ;  and  as  the  mod 
honourable  fhepherds  of  the  Tar¬ 
tar  race  devolve  on  their  captives 
the  domedic  management  of  the 
cattle,  their  own  leifure  is  feldom 
didurbed  by  any  fervile  and  afii- 
duous  cares.  But  this  leifure. 
indead  of  being  devoted  to  the 
loft  enjoyments  of  love  and  har¬ 
mony,  is  ufually  fpent  in  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  fanguinary  ex'ercife  of  the 
chafe.  The  plains  of  Tartary  are 
filled  with  a  drong  and  ferviceable 
breed  of  horfes  which  are  eafily 
trained  for  the  purpofes  of  war  and 
hunting.  The  Scythians  of  every 
age  have  been  celebrated  as  bold 
and  fkilful  riders  :  and  condant 
praCtice  had  feated  them  fo  firmly 
on  horfeback,  that  they  were  fup- 
pofed  by  dangers  to  perform  the 
ordinary  duties  of  civil  life,  to 

eat. 
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cat,  to  drink,  and  even  to  deep, 
without  dismounting  from  their 
fteeds.  They  excel  in  the  dexte¬ 
rous  management  of  the  lance  ; 

O  r 

the  long  Tartar  bow  is  drawn  with 
a  nervous  arm;  and  the  weighty 
arrow  is  directed  to  its  object  with 
unerring  aim,  and  irrefiftible 
force.  Thefe  arrows  are  often 
pointed  againft  the  harmlefs  ani¬ 
mals  of  the  defert,  which  increafe 
and  multiply  in  the  abfence  of 
their  mod  formidable  enemv  ;  the 
hare,  the  goat,  the  roebuck,  the 
fallow-deer,  the  flag,  the  elk,  and 
the  antelope.  The  vigour  and 
patience  both  of  the  men  and  hor¬ 
des  are  continually  exercifed  by 
the  fatigues  of  the  chafe;  and  the 
plentiful  ftipply  of  game  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  fubfiftence,  and  even 
luxury,  of  a  Tartar  camp.  But 
the  exploits  of  the  hunters  of  Scy¬ 
thia  are  not  confined  to  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  timid  or  innoxious 
beads  ;  they  boldly  encounter  the 
angry  wild -boar,  when  he  turns 
againft  his  purfuers,  excite  the 
fjuggifh  courage  of  the  bear,  and 
provoke  the  fury  of  the  tyger,  as 
he  flumbers  in  the  thicket.  Where 
there  is  danger  there  may  be  glo¬ 
ry:  and  the  mode  of  hunting, 
which  opens  the  faireft  field  to  the 
exertions  of  valour,  may  juftly  be 
con  fide  red  as  the  image,  and  as 
the  fchool,  of  war.  The  general 
hunting  matches,  the  pride  and 
delight  of  the  Tartar  princes, 
compofe  an  inftruftive  exercife  for 
their  numerous  cavalry.  A  circle 
is  drawn,  of  many  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference,  to  encompafs  the  game  of 
an  extenfive  diftridt ;  and  the  troops 
that  form  the  circle  regularly  ad¬ 
vance  towards  a  common  centre  ; 
where  the  captive  animals,  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide,  are  aban- 
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doned  to  tile  darts  of  the  hunters. 
In  this  march,  which  frequently 
continues  many  days,  the  cavalry 
are  obliged  to  climb  the  hills,  to 
fwim  the  rivers,  and  to  wind 
throuo-h  the  vallies,  without  in- 
terrupting  the  prefcribed  order  of 
their  gradual  progrefs.  They  ac¬ 
quire  the  habit  of  directing  their 
eye,  and  their  fteps,  to  a  remote 
object  ;  of  preferving  their  inter¬ 
vals  ;  of  fufpending,  or  accele¬ 
rating  their  pace,  according  to  the 
motions  of  the  troops  on  their 
right  and  left  ;  and  of  watching 
and  repeating  the  lignals  of  their 
leaders.  Their  leaders  ftudy,  in 
this  practical  fchool,  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  leffon  of  the  military  art ; 
the  prompt  and  accurate  judgment 
of  ground,  of  diftance,  and  of 
time.  To  employ  againft  a  human 
enemy  the  fame  patience  and  va¬ 
lour,  the  fame  fkill  and  difciplitie, 
is  the  only  alteration  which  is  re¬ 
quired  in  real  war ;  and  the  a- 
mufe merits  of  the  chace  ferve  as  a 
prelude  to  the  conqueft  of  an  em¬ 
pire. 

The  political  fociety  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Germans  has  the  appearance 
of  a  voluntary  alliance  of  indepen¬ 
dent  warriors.  The  tribes  of  Scy¬ 
thia,  diftinguifhed  by  the  modern 
appellation  of  Hords ,  affume  the 
form  of  a  numerous  and  increafing 
family  ;  which  in  the  courfe  of 
fucceffive  generations,  has  been 
propagated  from  the  fame  original 
flock.  The  meaneft  and  moll  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  Tartars  preferve, 
with  confcious  pride,  the  ineltima- 
ble  treafure  of  their  genealogy ; 
and  whatever  diftin&ions  of  rank 
may  have  been  introduced,  by  the 
unequal  diftribution  of  paltoral 
wealth,  they  mutually  refpefl 
themfdves,  and  each  other,  as  the 

defendants 
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defcendants  of  tlie  fir  ft  founder  of  railed  to  the  throne  by  the  accla- 
the  tribe.  The  cuftom,  which  matrons  of  his  equals  ;  and  the 
fiiil  prevails,  of  adopting  the  brav-  title  of  Khar,  exprefibs,  in  the  lan- 
eft,  and  moil  faithful  of  the  cap-  guage  of  the  North  of  .Aha,  the 
lives,  may  countenance  the  very  full  extent  of  the  regal  dignity, 
probable  fufpicion,  that  this  ex-  The  right  of  hereditary  fueceinon 
tenfive  confanguinity  is,  in  a  great  was  long  confined  to  the  blood  of 
meafure,  legal  and  fictitious.  But  the  founder  of  the  monarchy  ;  and 
the  ufeful  prejudice,  which  has  at  this  moment  all  the  Khans,  who 
obtained  the  fa  notion  of  time  and  reign  from  Crimea  to  the  wall  of 
opinion,  produces  the  effects  of  China,  are  the  lineal  defcendents 
truth  ;  the  haughty  Barbarians  of  the  renowned  Zingis.  But,  as 
yield  a  cheerful  and  voluntary  o-  it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  a 
bediencetothehead  of  theirblocd;  Tartar  fovereign  to  lead  his  war- 
and  their  chief,  or  murfa ,  as  the  like  fubjecfs  into  the  field,  the 
reprefentative  of  their  great  fa-  claims  of  an  infant  are  often  difre- 
ther,  exercifes  the  authority  of  a  garded  ;  and  fome  royal  kinfman, 
judge,  in  peace,  and  of  a  leader,  difiinguilhed  by  his  age  and  va¬ 
in  war.  In  the  original  Hate  of  the  lour,  is  entrufted  with  the  fword 
paftoral  world,  each  of  the  murfas  and  fceptre  of  his  predecefior. 
(if  we  may  continue  to  ufe  a  mo-  Two  diltinfil  and  regular  taxes  are 
bern  appellation)  acted  as  the  in-  levied  on  the  tribes,  to  fupport 
dependent  chief  of  a  large  and  fe-  the  dignity  of  their  national  mo- 
parate  family;  and  the  limits  of  narch,  and  of  their  peculiar  chief; 
their  peculiar  territories  were  gra-  and  each  of  thofe  contributions 
dually  fixed,  by  fuperior  force,  or  amounts  to  the  tythe,  both  of  their 
mutual  confent.  But  the  conftant  property,  and  of  their  fpoil.  A 
operation  of  various andpermanent  Tartar  fovereign  enjoys  the  tenth 
caufes  contributed  to  unite  the  part  ot  the  wealth  of  his  people  ; 
vagrant  Hords  into  national  com-  and  as  his  own  domeftic  riches  of 
munities,  under  the  command  of  flocks  and  herds  increafe  in  a  much 
a  iupreme  head.  rI  he  weak  were  larger  proportion,  he  is  able  plen- 
deiirous  ofiupport,  and  the  ftrong  tifully  to  maintain  the  ruftic  fplen- 
were  ambitious  of  dominion  ;  the  dour  of  his  court,  to  reward  the 
power,  which  is  the  refult  ot  uni-  moft  deferving,  or  the  moft  favour- 
on,  opprefled  and  collected  the  di-  ed,  ©f  his  followers,  and  to  obtain, 
viued  forces pf  the  adjacent  tribes;  from  the  gentle  influence  of  cor¬ 
and,  a g  the  van qui ihed  were  freely  ruption,  the  obedience  which 
admitted  to  (hare  the  advantages  might  be  fometimes  refufed  to  the 
ot  viclory,  tne  moft  valiant  chiefs  ftern  mandates  of  authority.  The 
hailened  to  range  themielves,  and  manners  of  his  fubjebfs,  accuftom- 
tneir  followers,  under  the  far  mi  -  ed,  like  himfelf,  to  blood  and  ra¬ 
il  able  ftandardof  aconfederate  na-  pine,  might  excufe,  in  their  eyes, 
1  molt  fuccefsful  of  the  inch  partial  a  fits  of  tyranny,  as 
1  artar  princes  aifumed  the  mill-  would  excite  the  horror  of  a  civi- 
iary  command,  to'  which  tie  was  hied  people  ;  but  the  power  of  a 
entitled  oy  the  fuperionty,  either  defpot  has  never  been  acknow- 
of  merit,  or  or  power.  He  wras  ledged  in  the  deferts  of  Scythia. 
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The  immediate  jurifdi£ton  of  the 
Khan  is  confined  within  the  limits 
of  his  own  tribe;  and  the  exercife 
of  his  royal  prerogative  has  been 
moderated  by  the  antient  infiitu- 
tion  of  a  national  council.  The 
Coroultai,  or  Diet,  of  the  Tartars, 
was  regularly  held  in  the  fpringand 
autumn,  in  the  mid  it  or  a  plain  ; 
where  the  princes  of  the  reigning 
family,  and  the  murfas  of  the  re- 
fpediive  tribes,  may  conveniently 
affemble  on  horfeback,  with  their 
martial  and  numerous  trains  ;  and 
the  ambitious  monarch,  who  re¬ 
viewed  the  ftrength,  muff  conhilt 
the  inclination,  of  an  armed  peo¬ 
ple.  The  rudiments  of  a  feudal 
government  may  be  difeovered 
in. the  conllitution  of  the  Scythian 
or  Tartar  nations  ;  but  the  perpe¬ 
tual  conflict  of  thofe  hoflile  nations 
has  fometimes  terminated  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  powerful  and 
defpotic  empire.  The  viHor,  en¬ 
riched  by  the  tribute,  and  fortified 
by  the  arms,  of  dependent  kings, 
has  fpread  his  conquefts  over  Eu¬ 
rope  or  Alia*  the  fuccefsful  fhep- 
herds  of  the  North  have  fubmitted 
to  the  confinement  of  arts,  of  laws, 
and  of  cities;  and  the  introduction 
of  luxury,  after  deitroying  the 
freedom  of  the  people,  has  under¬ 
mined  the  foundations  of  the 
throne. 


Jin  Account  cf  the  Life  and  literary 
Character  of  Henry  Howard, 
Earl  of  Surrey  ;  extracted  fro  m 
Warton’s  liifory  of  Englijh  Po¬ 
etry. 

OUR  communications  and  in- 
tercourfe  with  Italy,  which 
began  to  prevail  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  cf  the  fixteenth  century,  not 


only  introduced  the  ftudies  of  claf- 
fical  literature  into  England,  but 
gave  a  new  turn  to  our  vernacular 
poetry.  At  this  period,  Petrarch 
hill  continued  the  moft  favourite 
poet  of  the  Italians;  and  had  efta- 
blifhed  a  manner,  which  was  uni- 
verfally  adopted  and  imitated  by 
his  ingenious  countrymen.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  courts  both  of 
France  and  England  were  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  elegance.  Fran¬ 
cis  the  firft  had  changed  the  flate 
of  letters  in  France,  by  mixing  gal¬ 
lantry  with  learning,  and  by  ad¬ 
mitting  the  ladies  to  his  court  in 
company'  with  the  ecclefiaftics. 
Jffis  caroufals  were  celebrated  with 
a  brilliancy  and  a  feilivity  un¬ 
known  to  the  ceremonious  (hews 
of  former  princes.  Henry  the 
eighth  vied  with  Francis  in  thefe 
gaieties.  His  ambition,  which 
could  not  bear  a  rival  even  in  di- 
verfions,  was  feconded  by  libera¬ 
lity  of  difpofition  and  a  love  of 
oftentation.  For  Flenry,  with 
many  boifterous  qualities,  was 
magnificent  and  affable.  Had  he 
never  murdered  his  wives,  his 
politenefs  to  the  fair  fex  would  re¬ 
main  unimpeached.  His  martial 
fports  were  unincumbered  by  the 
barbaric  pomp  of  the  antient  chi¬ 
valry,  andfoftened  by  the  growing 
habits  of  more  rational  manners. 
He  was  attached  to  thole  fpeclaeles 
and  public  amufements,  in  which 
beauty  affumed  a  principal  lhare  ; 
and  his  frequent mafques  and  tour¬ 
naments  encouraged  a  high  fpirit 
of  romantic  courtefy.  Poetry  was 
the  natural  accompaniment  of  thele 
refinements.  Flenry  himfelf  was 
a  leader  and  a  chief  character  in 
thefe  pageantries,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  reader  and  a  writer  of  verfes. 
The  language  and  the  manners  of 
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Italy  were  efleemed  and  i! udied. 
i  be  ionnets  of  Petrarch  were  the 
great  models  of  compofition.  They 
enterediinto  the  genius  of  the  fa- 
Ihionab  e  manners  :  and  in  a  court 
of  ftich  a  complexion,  Petrarch  of 
eourfe  became  the  popular  poet. 
Henry  Howard  earl  Surrey,  with 
a  mi  if  refs  perhaps  as  beautiful  as 
Laura,  and  at  leaft  wi  h  Petrarch’s 
paffion  if  not  his  tafte  led  the  way 
to.  great  improvements  in  Englifh 
poetry,  by  a  happy  imitation  of 
Petrarch,  and  other  Italian  poets, 
who  had  been  moll  iucceisful  in 
painting  the  anxieties  of  love  with 
pathos  and  propriety. 

Lord  Surrey's  life  throws  fo 
much  light  on  the  character  and 
f objects  of  his  poetry,  that  it 
is  aimoft  impoffible  to  confider  the 
one,  without  exhibiting  a  few  a- 
needotes  of  the  other?  He  was 
the  fon  and  grandfon  of  two  lords 
treafurers  dukes  of  Norfolk  ;  and 
in  his  early  childhood  difcovered 
the  molt  promifing  marks  of  lively 
parts  and  an  a&ive  mind. 

While  a  boy,  he  was  habituated 
to  the  modes  of  a  court  at  Wind- 
for-caftle  ;  where  he  refided,  yet 
under  the  care  of  proper  inftruc- 
ftOis,  in  the  quality  of  a  companion 
to  Henry  Fitzroy,  duke  of  RfeR- 
mo nd,  a  natural  fon  of  king  Henry 
the  eighth,  and  of  the  higheft  ex¬ 
pectations. 

i  his  young  nobleman,  who  alfo 
bore  other  titles  and  honours,  was 
the  child  of  Henry’s  affedlion  : 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  his 
hopeful  abilities,  as  for  a  reafon 
irtii minted  by  lord  Herbert,  and 
at  winch  thole  who  know  Henry’s 
luftory  and  character  will  not  be 
ittrpnfed,  became  he  equally  and 
ifrongly  refembled  both  his  father 
and  mother. 


A  friendfhip  of  the  clofefi  kind 
Commencing  between  thefe  two  il- 
lu ilnous  youths,  about  the  year 
1530,  they  were  both  removed  to 
cardinal  Wolfey’s  college  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  then  univerfally  frequented, 
as  well  for  the  excellence  as  tlie 
novelty  of  .  its  inltitution  ;  for  it 
was  one  of  the  firft  feminaries  of 
an  EngliHi  univerfity,  that  pro- 
ieilea  to  explode  the  pedentries  of 
tlie  old  barbarous  philofophy,  and 
to  cultivate  the  graces  of  .polite  li¬ 
terature.  Two  years  afterwards, 
for  the  purpofe  o i  acquiring  every 
accomplifhment  of  an  elegant  edu¬ 
cation,  the  earl  accompanied  his 
noble  friend  and  fellow-pupil  into 
France,  where  they  received  king 
Henry,  on  his  arrival  at  Calais  to 
vifit  Francis  the  fi rft,  with  a  moft 
magnificent  retinue.  The  friend- 


imp  or  there  two  young  noblemen 
was  foon  {Lengthened  by  a  new  tie  ; 
for  Richmond  married  the  lady  Ma¬ 
ry  Howard,  Surrey’s  filler.  Rich¬ 
mond,  however,  appears  to  have 
died  in  the  year  1536,,  about  the 
age. of  feventeen,  having  never  co¬ 
habited  with  his  wife.  It  was 
long  before  Surrey  forgot  the  un¬ 
timely  lofs  of  this  amiable  youth, 
the  friend  and  afiociate  of  his 
clnlohood,  and  wno  nearly  reiem- 
byd  hi  mi  elf  in  genius,  refinement 
of:  manners,  and  liberal  acquili- 
tions. 

it  is  not  precifely  known  at 
what  period  the  earl  ?f  Surrey  be¬ 
gan  his  travels.  They  have  the 
air  of  a  romance.  He  made  the 
tour  Europe  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
chivali  y,  and  with  the  ideas  of  an 
-AmaciiS  5  proclaiming  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  charms  of  his  mill  refs,  and 
prepared  to  defend  the  caufe  of  her 
beauty  with  the  weapons  ofknight- 


errantry.  Nor  was  thi 
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rous  journey  performed  without 
the  intervention  of  an  enchanter. 
The  flrft  city  in  Italy  which  he 
propofed  to  vifit  was  Florence,  the 
capital  of  Tufcany,  and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  feat  of  the  anceitors  of  his 
Geraldine*.  In  his  way  thither, 
he  palled  a  few  days  at  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  court ;  where  lie  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Cornelius  Agrippa, 
a  celebrated  adept  in  natural  ma¬ 
gic.  This  vifionary  philofopher 
Hie  wed  our  hero,  in  a  mirror  of 
glafs,  a  living  image  of  Geraldine, 
reclining  on  a  couch,  lick,  and 
reading  one  of  his  moll  tender 
fonnets  by  a  waxen  taper.  His 
imagination,  which  wanted  not 
the  flattering  reprefentations  and 
artificial  incentives  of  illufion,  was 
heated  anew  by  this  interefting 
and  affeCting  fpeCtacle.  Inflamed 
with  every  erjthufiafm  of  the  moft 
romantic  paflion,  he  haftened  to 
Florence;  and  on  his  arrival,  im¬ 
mediately  publifhed  a  defiance 
againft  any  perfon  who  could  han¬ 
dle  a  lance  and  was  in  love,  whe-> 
tlier  Chriftian,  Jew,  Turk,  Sara¬ 
cen,  or  Canibal,  who  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  difpute  the  fuperiority  of 
Geraldine’s  beauty.  As  the  lady 
was  pretended  to  be  of  Tufcan  ex¬ 
traction,  the  pride  of  the  Floren¬ 
tines  was  flattered  on  this  occaflon : 
and  the  grand  Duke  of  Tufcany 
permitted  a  general  and  unmoleft- 
ed  ingrefs  into  his  dominions  of 
the  combatants  cf  all  countries, 
till  this  important  trial  fhould  be 
decided.  The  challenge  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  the  earl  victorious. 
The  fhield  which  he  prefented  to 
the  duke  before  the  tournament 
began,  is  exhibited  in  Vertue’s 

*  Lady  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald,  fecond 
Kildare.  % 
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valuable  plate  of  the  Arundel  fa¬ 
mily,  and  was  actually  in  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  late  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk. 

Thefe  heroic  vanities  did  not, 
however,  fo  totally  engrofs  the 
time  which  Surrey  fpent  in  Italy, 
as  to  alienate  his  mind  from  let¬ 
ters  :  he  ftudied  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs  a  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Italian  tonmue,  and  that  he  might 
give  new  luftre  to  the  name  of  Ge¬ 
raldine,  attained  a  juft  tafte  for 
the  peculiar  graces  of  the  Italian 
poetry. 

He  was  recalled  to  England  for 
fome  idle  reafon  by  the  king,  much 
fooner  than  he  expeCted  :  and  he 
returned  home  the  moft  elegant 
traveller,  the  moft  polite  lover,  the 
moft  learned  nobleman,  and  the 
moft  accomplifhed  gentleman  of 
his  age.  Dexterity  In  tilting:,  and 
gracefulnefs  in  managing  a  horfe 
under  arms,  were  excellencies  now 
viewed  with  a  critical  eye,  and 
praCtifed  with  a  high  degree  of 
emulation.  In  1540,  at  a  tourna¬ 
ment  held  in  the  prefence  of  the 
court  at  Weftminfter,  and  in  which 
the  principal  of  the  nobility  were 
engaged,  Surrey  was  diftinguifhed 
above  the  reft  for  his  addrefsin  the 
ufe  and  exercife  of  arms.  But  his 
martial  lie  ill  was  not  folely  dif~ 
played  in  the  parade  and  oftenta- 
tion  of  thofe  domeftic  combats. 
In  1542,  he  marched  into  Scot¬ 
land,  as  a  chief  commander  in  his 
father’s  army  ;  and  was  confpicu- 
ous  for  his  conduCt  and  bravery  at 
the  memorable  battle  of  Flodden- 
field,  where  James  the  fourth  of 
Scotland  was  killed.  The  next 
-year,  we  find  the  career  of  his  vic- 

d  a  ugh  ter  to  Get  aid  Fitzgerald,  earl  of 
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tones  impeded  by  an  obstacle  which 
bo  valour  could  refill.  The  cen- 
fpres  of  the  church  have  humiliat¬ 
ed  the  greatell  heroes  :  and  he  was 
imprifoned  in  Windfor-caille  for 
eating  fleih  in  Lent.  The  prohi¬ 
bition  had  been  renewed  or  (Leng¬ 
thened  by  a  recent  proclamation 
of  the  king.  I  mention  this  cir- 
cumftance,  not  only  as  it  marks 
his  character,  impatient  of  any 
countroul,and  carelefs  of  veryferi- 
ous  confequences  which  often  arife 
from  a  contempt  of  petty  formali¬ 
ties,  but  as  it  gave  occasion  to  one 
of  his  moil  fentimental  and  pathe¬ 
tic  fonnets.  In  1544,  he  was 
field -marfhal  of  the  Englifh  army- 
in  the  expedition  to  Bologne, 
which  he  took.  In  that  age,  love 
and  arms  contlantly  went  together: 
and  it  was  amid  the  fatigues  of  this 
protracted  campaign,  that  he  com- 
pofed  his  lafb  fon.net,  called  the 
Fgnfie  of  a  wearied  Lover. 

Bat  as  Surrey’s  popularity  en- 
creafed,  his  interefl  declined  with 
the  king  ;  whofe  caprices  and jea- 
loufies  grew  more  violent  with  his 
years  and  infirmities.  The  bril¬ 
liancy  of  Surrey’s  character,  his 
celebrity  in  the  military  faience, 
his  general  abilities,  his  wit, 

p  ...  y 

learning,  and  affability,  were 
viewed  by  Henry  with  difguft  and 
fufpicion.  It  was  in  vain  that  he 
pofieiTed  every  advantageous  qua¬ 
lification,  which  could  adorn  the 
fcholar,  the  courtier,  and  the  fol- 
dier.  In  proportion  as  he  was 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
he  became  formidable  to  the  king. 

O 

His  riling  reputation  was  mifcon- 
ilraed  into  a  dangerous  ambition, 
and  gave  birth  to  accufations 
equally  groundlefs  and  frivolous. 
He  was  fufpedted  of  a  defign  to 
marry  the  princefs  Mary  ;  and. 


by  that  alliance,  of  approaching 
to  a  poffibility  of  wearing  the 
crown.  It  was  infinuated,  that 
he  convened  with  foreigners,  and 
held  a  corre-fpondence  with  cardi¬ 
nal  Pole. 

The  addit  ion  of  the  efcutcheon  of 
Edward  the  Confeffor  to  his  own, 
although  ufed  by  the  family  of 
Norfolk  for  many  years,  and  juf- 
tified  by  the  authority  of  the  he¬ 
ralds,  was  a  fuflicient  foundation 
for  an  impeachment  of  high  trea- 
fon.  Thefe  motives  were  privately 
aggravated  by  thofe  prejudices, 
with  which  Henry  remembered 
the  mifbehaviour  of  Catharine 
Howard,  and  which  were  extend¬ 
ed  to  ail  that  lady’s  relations. 
At  length,  the  earl  of  Surrey  fell 
a  facrifice  to  the  peevifh  injuftice 
of  a  mercilefs  and  ungrateful  ma¬ 
iler?  Notwithflandine  his  do¬ 
es 

quent  and  mafculine  defence, 
which  even  in  the  caufe  of  guilt 
itfelf  would  have  proved  a  power¬ 
ful  perluaiive,  he  was  condemned 
by  the  prepared  fu  ffrage  of  a  fervile 
and  obiequious  jury,  and  behead¬ 
ed  on  Tower-hill  in  the  year  1547. 
In  the  mean  time  we  fhould  re¬ 
member,  that  Surrey  s  public  con¬ 
duct  was  not  on  all  occafions  quite 
unexceptionable.  In  the  affair  of 
Bologne  he  had  made  a  falfe  ftep. 
This  had  offended  the  king.  But 
Henry,  when  once  offended,  could 
never  forgive.  And  when  Hert¬ 
ford  was  fent  into  France  to  take 
the  command,  he  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  dropping  fome  re¬ 
proachful  expreffions  again!!  amea- 
fure  which  feemed  to  imp'each  his 
perfonal  courage.  Confcious  of 
his  high  birth  and  capacity,  he 
was  above  the  little  attentions  of 
caution  and  referve  ;  and  he  too 
frequently  negleded  to  confult  his 

own 
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own  fituation,  and  the  king’s  tem¬ 
per.  It  was  his  misfortune  to 
ferve  a  monarch,  whole  refent- 
rnents,  which  were  eafily  provok¬ 
ed,  could  only  be  fatisfied  by  l  lie 
mod  fevere  revenue.  Henry 
brought  thofe  men  to  the  block, 
which  other  monarchs  would  have 
only  difgraced. 

Among  thefe  anecdotes  of  Sur¬ 
rey’s  life,  I  had  almoft  forgot  to 
mention  what  became  of  his  amour 
with  the  fair  Geraldine.  We  la¬ 
ment  to  find  that  Surrey’s  devo¬ 
tion  to  this  lady  did  not  end  in  a 
wedding,  and  that  all  his  gallan¬ 
tries  and  verfes  availed  fo  little  ! 
No  memoirs  of  that  incurious  age 
have  informed  us,  whether  her 
beauty  was  equalled  by  her  cru¬ 
elty  ;  or  whether  her  ambition 
prevailed  fo  far  over  her  gratitude, 
as  to  tempt  her  to  prefer  the  folid 
glories  of  a  more  fplendid  title  and 
ample  fortune,  to  the  challenges 
and  the  compliments,  of  fo  mag¬ 
nanimous,  fo  faithful,  and  fo  elo¬ 
quent  a  lover.  She  appears,  how- 
hver,  tp  have  been  afterwards  the 
third  wife  of  Edward  Clinton, 
earl  of  Eincojn.  Such  alfo  is  the 
power  of  time  and  accident  over 
amorous  vows,  that  even  Surrey 
himfelf  outlived  the  violence  of  his 
pafiion.  He  married  Frances, 
daughter  of  John  earl  of  Oxford, 
by  whom  he  left  feveral  children. 
One  of  his  daughters,  Jane  coun- 
tefs  of  Weftmoreland,  was  among 
the  learned  ladies  of  that  age,  and 
became  famous  for  her  knpwledge 
of  the  Greek  and  latin  laii^uecws. 

Surrey’s  poems  were  in  liigh1  re¬ 
putation  with  his  cotemporaries, 
and  for  many  years  afterwards. 
He  is  thus  characterifed  by  the 
author  of  the  old  Arte  of  Englilh 
Poefie,  whofe  opinion  remained 


long  as  a  rule  of  criticifm.  u  In 
the  latter  end  of  the  fame  kinges 
[Henry]  raigne,  fpronge  up  a 
new  company  of  courtly  makers,  of 
whom  Sir  Thomas  Wyat  the  elder 
and  Henry  carle  of  Surrey  were 
the  two  chieftaines,  who  having 
travailed  into  Italie,  and  there 
tailed  the  fweete  and  (lately  mea-  ' 
lures  and  flile  of  the  Italian  poefie, 
as  novices  newly  crept  out  of  the- 
fchools  of  Dante,  Ariofto,  and 
Petrarch,  they  greatly  'polifhed 
our  rude  and  homely  manner  of 
vulgar  poslic  from  that  it  had  bene 
before,  and  for  that  caufe  mayjult- 
ly  be  fayd  the  firll  reformers  of  our 
Englilh  meeter  and  flile. 75  And 
again  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fame  chapter.  “  Henry  earle  of* 
Surrey,  and  SirThomas  Wyat,  be¬ 
tween  whom  I  finde  very  little  dif¬ 
ference,  I  repute  them  (as  before) 
for  the  two  chief  lanternps  of  light 
to  all  others  that  have  fince  em¬ 
ployed  their  pennes  upon  Englilh 
poefie  :  their  conceits  were  loftie, 
their  (tiles  (lately,  their  conveyance 
cleanly,  their  termes  proper,  their 
meet  it  fweete  and  well-propor¬ 
tioned,  in  all  imitating  very  natu¬ 
rally  and  ltudioufly  their  maifter 
Francis  Petrarcha.”  I  forbear  to 
recite  the  tefiimonies  of  Leland, 
Sydney,  Tuberville,  Churchyard, 
and  Drayton.  Nor  have  thefe 
pieces,  although  fcarcely  knowil 
at  prefent,  been  without  the  pane¬ 
gyric  of  more  recent  times.  Sur¬ 
rey  is  praTed  by  Waller,  and  Fen¬ 
ton  ;  and  he  feems  io  have  been 
a  favourite  with  Pope.  Pope,  in 
Windfor-foreft,  having  compared 
his  patron  lord  C  ranville  with 
Surrey,  he  was  immediately  re¬ 
printed,  but  without  attracting 
many  read  rs.  It  was  vainly  ima¬ 
gined,  tl.  .tall  the  world  would 
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eagerly  wijfh  to  purchafe  the  works 
of  a  neglected  antient  Englifh  po¬ 
et,  whom  Pope  had  called  the 
G t  'anville  of  a  former  age.  So  rapid 
are  the  revolutions  of  our  language, 
and  fuch  the  uncertainty  of  lite¬ 
rary  fame,  that  Philips,  Milton’s 
nephew,  who  wrote  about  the  year 
1674,  has  remarked,  that  in  his 
time  Surrey’s  poetry  was  antiqua¬ 
ted  and  totally  forgotten. 


Character  of  Thomas  Sackville, 
the  firfi  Lord  Buckhurft  ;  from 
the  fame  Author. 

SACKVILLE  was  born  at 
Buckhurft,  a  principal  feat  of 
his  antient  and  illuftrious  family 
in  the  parifh  of  Withiam  in  Suf- 
fex.  His  birth  is  placed,  but  with 
evident  inaccuracy,  under  the 
year  1536.  At  lead  it  Humid  be 
placed  fix  years  before.  Difco- 
vering  a  vigorous  underftanding 
in  his  childhood,  from  a  domeftic 
tuition  he  was  removed,  as  it  may 
reafonably  be  conjectured,  to 
Hart-hall,  now  Hertford  college, 
in  Oxford.  But  lie  appears  to  have 
been  a  mailer  of  arts  at  Cambridge. 

A  -  -  O 

-t  both  univerfities  he  became 
celebrated  as  a  Latin  and  Englifh 
poet ;  and  he  carried  his  love  of 
poetry,  which  he  feems  to  have 
aim  oft  folely  cultivated,  to  the  In¬ 
ner  1  emple.  It  was  now  fafhion- 
able  tor  every  young  man  of  for¬ 
tune,  before  he  began  his  travels, 
or  was  admitted  into  Parliament, 
to  be  initiated  in  the  fludy  of  the 
law.  But  inftead  of  purfuing  a 
fcience,  which  could  not  be  Ins 
profeffion,  and  which  was  unac¬ 
commodated  to  the  bias  of  his  ge¬ 
nius,  he  betrayed  his  predilection 
fcoa  more  pleafing  fpecies  of  lite¬ 


rature,  by  composing  a  tragedy 
for  the  entertainment  and  honour 
of  his  fellow-ftudents.  His  hgh 
birth,  however,  and  ample  patri¬ 
mony,  foon  advanced  him  to  more 
important  fituations  and  employ¬ 
ments.  His  eminent  accomplifh- 
ments  and  abilities  having  acqui¬ 
red  the  confidence  and  efteem  of 
queen  Elilabeth,  the  poet  was  foon 
loft  in  the  ftatefrnan,  and  negotia¬ 
tions  and  embaffies  extinguifhed 
the  milder  ambitions  of  the  in¬ 
genuous  Mufe.  Yet  itfhould  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  he  was  uncorrupt- 
ed  amongft  the  intrigues  of  an 
artful  court,  that  in  the  character  of 
a  firft  minifter  he  preferved  the 
integrity  of  a  private  man,  and 
that  his  family  refufed  the  offer  of  an 
apology  to  his  memory,  when  it 
was  iniulted  by  the  malicious  inft- 
nuations  of  a  rival  party.  Ncr  is 
it  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  his  original  elegance 
and  brilliancy  of  mind  fometimes 
broke  forth,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
more  formal  political  functions. 
He  was  frequently  difgufted  at  the 
pedantry  and  official  barbarity  of 
ftyle,  with  which  the  public  let¬ 
ters  and  inftruments  were  ufually 
framed  ;  and  Naunton  relates, 
that  his  <f  fecretaries  had  difficul¬ 
ty  to  pleafe  him,  he  was  fo  facets 
and  choice  in  his  ftyle.”  Even  in  the 
decifions  and  pleadings  of  that 
rigid  tribunal  the  ftar-chamber, 
which  was  never  elleemed  the 
fchool  of  rhetoric,  he  praCtifed 
and  encouraged  an  unaccu domed 
ft  rain  of  eloquent  and  graceful 
oratory  :  on  which  account,  fays 
.Lloyd,  “  fo  flowing  was  his  in¬ 
vention,  that  he  was  called  the 
ftar-chamber  bell.’’  After  he  was 
made  a  peer  by  the  title  of  lord 
Buckhurft,  and  had  fucceeded  to 
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a  mod  cxtenfive  inheritance,  and 
wa6  now  difcharging  the  bufinefs 
or  an  envoy  to  Paris,  he  found 
time  to  prefix  a  Latin  epillle  to 
Gierke's  Latin  tranflation  of  Caf- 
tilio’s  Courtier,  printed  at  I^on- 
don  in  1571,  which  is  notan  un¬ 
worthy  recommendation  of  a  trea- 
tife  remarkable  for  its  polite  La- 
tinity.  It  was  either  becaufe  his 
milt  refs  Elifabeth  paid  a  lincere 
compliment  to  his  lingular  learn¬ 
ing  and  fidelity,  or  becaufe  Ihe 
was  willing  to  indulge  an  affected 
fit  of  indignation  againft  the  ob- 
je<St  of  her  capricious  paflion,  that 
when  Sackville,  in  1591,  was  a 
candidate  for  the  chancellorfnip 
of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  fhe 
condefcended  earnellly  to  folicit 
the  univerfity  in  his  favour,  and 
in  oppoiition  to  his  competitor  the 
earl  of  Elfex.  At  leall  fhe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  approved  the  choice, 
for  her  majefty  foon  afterwards  vi- 
fited  Oxford,  where  fhe  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  new  chancellor  with 
fplendid  banquets  and  much  folid 
erudition.  It  is  neither  my  defign 
nor  my  province,  to  develope  the 
profound  policy  with  which  he 
conduced  a  peace  with  Spain,  the 
addrefs  with  which  he  penetrated 
or  baffled  the  machinations  of  Ef- 
fex,  and  the  circumfpedlion  and 
fuccefs  with  which  he  managed 
the  treafury  of  two  opulent  fo- 
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Character  of  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill; 
extracted  from  Dr*  Hird  s.  “  y]f 
fectionate  "Tribute  to  his  Memory .” 

IT  mull  be  admitted  that  no 
partiality  of  affection  fnould  fo 
warp  tlie  mind,  as  to  influence  its 
regard  for  truth.  On  common 


fubjedls,  the  world  is  indulgent 
enough  to  accept  the  embellifh- 
ments.  which  a  warm  imagination 
may  add  to  a  few  plain  fadls,  but 
the  language  of  eulogy  is  always 
lufpedtcd,  and  confequently  much 
more  expofed  to  the  feverity  of  re¬ 
mark  ;  yet  if  any  fubjedl  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  will  bear  a  more 
than  ordinary  warmth  of  expref- 
fion,  it  certainly  may  be  indulged 
in  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Fothergill. 

The  general  voice  has  placed 
him  amongll  the  illullrious  cha- 
rafters  of  the  prefent  age  ^  but, 
what  is  more  to  his  honour,  it  has 
placed  him  amongll  the  bell  of 
men.  May  the  memorial  I  am 
giving  to  the  public  preferve  his 
name  unblemilhed  by  mifreprefen- 
tation,  till  fome  more  equal  pen 
lhall  hand  it  down  to  pollerity,  as 
a  bright  example  of  what  great 
ulefulnefs  extraordinary  talents 
may  prove  to  fociety,  when  under 
the  direction  of  a  good  heart,  fine 
feelings,  and  an  enlarged  philan¬ 
thropy. 

Elis  underllanding  was  of  a 
manly,  energetic  call  ;  it  was  pe¬ 
netrating,  comprehenfive,  and 
highly  cultivated  :  there  was  a 
firm  dignity  in  his  charadter, 
which,  though  it  could  not  bend 
to  any  thing  unbecoming  itfelf, 
yet  was  accompanied  by  a  certain 
foftnefs  and  complacency  of  man¬ 
ner  peculiarly  conciliating.  H  is 
heart  was  lincere,  friendly,  com* 
palfionate  and  liberal  to  excefs. 
Elis  hand  was  an  unfparing  dillri- 
butor,  and  the  bounties  of  it,  left 
they  might  not  reach  the  truly 
worthy,  were,  not  infrequently, 
diffufed  amongll  the  impofing  and 
the  ungrateful. 

Elis  praclice  as  a  phyfician  was 

by 
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by  no  means  confined  to  London 
and  its  environs,  the  place  of  his 
long  and  general  refidence.  For 
fome  years  pail  he  made  a  point  of 
retiring,  during  a  few  fummer 
months,  to  his  place  in  Chefhire  ; 
a  feat  chdfen  by  him  as  a  feque- 
ftered  retreat  from  the  laboursmnd 
fatigue  of  his  prefeffional  atten¬ 
tions,  to  digefthis  thoughts,  take 
pofleffion  of  himfelf,  and  invigo¬ 
rate  his  mind  and  body  for  his  re¬ 
turning  duties  ;  but  it  too  fre¬ 
quently  happened,  that  what  he 
had  pleafingly  conceived  as  an  afy- 
lum  from  care  and  intrusion, 
proved  not  the  retirement  he  was 
in  purfuit  of.  Wherefoever  he 
redded,  his  name  and  character 
followed  him,  carrying  along  with 
them  thofe  influences,  which  not 
only  pervaded  every  quarter  of 
this  and  the  neighbouring  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  but  a  very  conli- 
derable  part  of  Europe  and  North 
America  ;  from  whence,  in  cafes 
that  apparently  would  admit  of 
the  delay,  he  was  frequently  con¬ 
sulted  by  letter  and  ascription. 

From  this  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  and  from  the  refpedtful 
manner  in  which  he  was  always 
treated,  it  may  very  reafonably  be 
concluded  that  the  pecuniary 
emoluments  of  his  praftice  were 
large  :  and  fo  they  certainly  were, 
to  an  uncommon  degree  :  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  his  annual  practice  being 
greater  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  moft  phyficians  in  this  nation  : 
and  could  the  fees  he  rejected  be 
added  to  the  fum,  it  would  have 
fncreafed  to  a  furp riling  amount ; 
but  he  was  accu domed  to  make 
diftiaAions,  which  would  not,  I 
prefume  at  lead,  enter  into  every 
mind. — Ye t  notwithdanding  all 
thefe  fources  of  affluence,  fo  large 


and  fo  numerous  were  the  channels 
through  which  his  bounties  flow¬ 
ed,  that  they  might  be  truly  laid 
to  be  fcarcely  equal  to  the  libera¬ 
lity  of  his  heart. 

There  is  a  certain  exquiutenefs 
of  fenfation  in  the  tones  of  fome 
minds,  which,  arnidft  the  various 
circumftances  of  life,  and  the  una¬ 
voidable  evils  attendant  on  huma¬ 
nity,  is,  indeed,  a  moft  painful 
fnecies  of  pre-eminence  :  the 
mind  of  Dr.  Fothergill  was  of  this  - 
mould  ;  it  was  ever  in  unifon  with 
the  afflibled  fpirit  in  all  fltuatlons, 
exciting  him  to  a£ls  of  the  moft 
cordial  friendlinefs. 

In  the  diftrihution  of  his  fa« 
rours,  he  retreated  as  much  as 
poffible  from  the  acknowledgments 
of  thofe  he  obliged.  He  knew 
the  value  of  a  grateful  heart  fully, 
for  his  own  was  grateful  in  the  ex- 
trerne  ;  but  he  rather  chofe  that 
the  objetls  of  his  kindnefs  Ihould 
feel  that  active  and  effential  gra¬ 
titude  which  is  better  evinced  by 
a  proper  ufe  of  favours,  and  a 
happy  change  in  circumftance  and 
fituation,  than  by  any  verbal  ex- 
preffion.  In  a  few  words,  Dr. 
FothergilPs  beneficences  flowed 
from  him  with  fo  graceful  an  eafe, 
and  fo  high  a  polifti  oi  addrefs, 
that  no  modeft  worth  was  wound¬ 
ed,  nor  the  acutenefs  of  diftrefs 
increafed,  by  the  aukwardnefs  of 
its  acknowledgments.- — His  was 
not  that  drop-like  bounty  which 
paufes  in  its  progrefs  ;  it  was  full, 
flowing',  and  benign. 

Although  it  may  be  tli ^general 
practice  of  phyficians  in  other 
countries,  as  well  as  m  this,  to 
refufe  the  fees  of  the  inferior  cler¬ 
gy,  yet  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gfili  towards  numbers  of  this  clafs, 

o 

was  diftinguuaed  by  fomethmg 
x  more 
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more  generous  than  mere  forbear¬ 
ance  ;  it  was  marked  by  extraor¬ 
dinary  kindnefs. 

He  coniidered  the  inferior  claf- 
fes  of  clergymen  as  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  objects  of  his  liberality 
and  attention  ;  being  brought  up 
in  that  line  of  education,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  pre¬ 
cludes  bodily  labour,  and  to 
which  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
is  annexed  without  a  competency 
to  fupport  the  character  ;  to  marfy 
of  thefe,  I  am  an  evidence,  he  was 
a  kind  friend  and  a  private  bene¬ 
factor  ;  not  only  by  his  advice  in 
perfonal  diftrefs,  but  by  his  purfe, 

on  feverely  trying  occafions* - 

Nay,  fo  cordial  was  his  humanity 
towards  thefe,  that  on  a  friend’s 
hinting  to  him,  whilft  he  was  in 
the  country,  that  his  favours  were 
not  marked  by  propriety  of  dif- 
tinCiion  (the  gentleman  from 
whom  he  refufed  his  fee  being 
placed  in  high  rank  in  the  church, 
with  an  independent  fortune)  he 
*  '  'turned  a  ready  explanation  of 
his  principle  of  aCtion  ;  “  1  had 
rather,  faid  the  D  oft  or,  return  the 
fee  of  a  gentleman  with  whofe 
rank  1  am  not  perfectly  acquainted, 
than  run  the  ride  of  taking  it  from 
a  man,  who  ought  perhaps,  to  be 
the  objeCt  of  my  bounty.’’  Such 
was  the  noble  ftyle  of  this  molt 
excellent  man’s  way  of  thinking. 

The  humane  reader  will  feel  the 
fined  fprings  of  his  affeCtions  mov¬ 
ed,  by  the  following  anecdote, 
given  to  me  by  a  clergyman  of 
high  rank,  who  reveres  the  me¬ 
mory  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  pla¬ 
ces  his  obligations  to  him  in  a  very 
trying  feafon,  near  to  his  heart. 

A  friend  of  his,  a  man  of  a 
worthy  character,  who  has  at  this 
time  an  income  of  about  one  hun- 

Vol.  XXIV. 
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dred  pounds  a  year,  church  pre¬ 
ferment,  was  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life  feated  in  London  upon  a 
curacy  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum, 
with  a  wife  and  a  numerous  fami¬ 
ly.— An  epidemical  difeafe,  which 
was  at  that  time  prevalent,  feized 
upon  his  wife,  and  five  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  r  in  this  feene  of  diftrefs  he 
looked  up  to  the  DoCtor  for  his 
affiftance,  but  dared  not  apply  to 
him,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his 
being  unable  to  reward  him  for  his 
attendance. — A  friend  who  knew 
his  fituation,  kindly  offered  to  ac¬ 
company  him  to  the  doctor’s,  and 
give  him  his  fee  j  they  took  the 
advantage  of  his  hotir  of  audience, 
and  after  a  defeription  of  the  fe- 
veral  cafes,  the  fee  was  offered; 
and  rejected  ;  but  a  note  was  takeii 
of  his  place  of  refidence.  The 
DoCtor  called  afiiduoufly  the  next 
and  every  fucceeding  day,  till  his 
attendance  was  no  lono-er  rieceffa- 

O 

ry.  The  curate,  anxious  to  return 
fome  grateful  fnark  of  the  fenfe  he 
entertained  of  his  fervices,  {trained 
every  nerve  to  accomplifh  it  ;  but 
his  altonifhment  was  not  to  be  de- 
feribed,  when,  inftead  of  receiving 
the  money  he  offered,  with  apolo¬ 
gies  for  his  fituation,'  the  DoCtor 
put  ten  guineas  into  his  hand,  de¬ 
firing  him  to  apply  to  him  with¬ 
out  diffidence  in  future  difficulties. 

Although  amidfl  the  diffulioii 
of  his  favours  he  too  frequently 
met  with  painful  returns,  yet  be 
would  never  allow  inltanccs  of  this 
fort  to  check  the  ardour  'of  his 
mind  in  doing  all  the  good  he 
could  to  others,  and  even  to  thofe 
who  returned  ingratitude  forkind- 

,  o 

nefs,  his  charity  continued  {till, 
patient,  hoping  all  things.  It 
was  his  common  expreflion,  when 
he  found  his  favours  mifappliec’,v  or 
C  him  felt 
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himfelf  impofed  upon.  (i  I  bad 
much  rather  that  my  favours 
(hould  fall  upon  many  undeferving 
objects,  than  that  one  truly  de- 
ferving  fhould  efcape  my  notice.’’ 

From  the  extenlivenefs  of  his 
daily  employments  in  Tendon  and 
its  neighbourhood,  to  which  mud 
be  added,  the  variety  of  his  me¬ 
dical,  philofophical,  literary,  and 
friendly  correfpondence,  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  furprife  to  many, 
how  he  could  acquit  himfelf  of  the 
number  of  his  engagements  ;  yet, 
he  underftood  fo  well  the  value  of 
a  moment,  and  the  influence  of 
order  in  the  management  of  time, 
that  he  could  generally  fettle  his 
rhoft  interefting  concerns  every 
evening,  before  he  retired  to  reft. 
His  thoughts  were  fo  perfectly  di- 
gefted,  his  penetration  was  fo 
quick,  and  his  hand  was.  fo  rapid 
in  its  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
his  mind,  that  what  might  have 
been  to  many  able  men  a  fcene  of 
inquietude,  not  to  fay  of  confufton, 
was,  in  his  hands,  eafy  and  fami¬ 
liar.  In  cafes  of  moment  he  was 
no  procraftinator. 

In  the  practice  of  a  phyfician 
it  is  a  happinefs  to  himfelf,  and 
certainly  a  much  greater  to  his 
patients,  if  he  is  in  poffeffion  of 
that  native  acumen  or  fagaciouf- 
nefs  of  mind,  which,  from  the 
fuperior  importance  of  his  art, 
ought  to  have  a  high  place  in  the 
Icale  of  character,  could  it  be 
clearly  afcertained. — In  every  o- 
ther  art  or  fcience  it  may  be  ea- 
hly  diftinguifhed  by  men  of  mo¬ 
derate  abilities  ;  but  in  medicine, 
its  effects  not  being  fo  obvious,  po  ¬ 
pular,  impreiiion,  or  private  influ¬ 
ence,  mult  neceffarily  be  accepted 
as  fecur-ity  for  its  exiftence.  It 
has  fo  little  dependence  upon  me- 
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dical  education,  and  profeftional 
employment,  that  a  man  may 
have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages 
of  the  one,  and  all  the  emoluments 
of  the  other,  yet  neither  he  nor 
his  patients  may  have  felt  the  lead 
degree  of  its  influence.-— Educa¬ 
tion  and  employment  are  ordinary 
things  ;  but  this  alone  is  the  life 
of  medical  genius,  and  is  truly  ex¬ 
traordinary  ;  it  operates  by  quick 
difcrimination  in  dubious  cafes  ; 
it  throws  a  clear  light  upon  appa¬ 
rent  difficulties  ;  it  fixes  the  judg¬ 
ment  determinately  upon  the  right 
objeCt,  and  is  practically  illuftrat- 
ed  by  happy  and  unexpected 
events.  —  It  was  this  fpecies  of  pe¬ 
netration  that  principally  diftin¬ 
guifhed  Dr.  Fothergill  as  a  medi¬ 
cal  man. 

There  was  another  advantage, 
of  no  fmall  moment,  which  his 
patients  derived  from  his  attend¬ 
ance  ;  he  knew  how  to  unite  the 
kindnefs  of  friendffiip  with  his 
profeffional  duties  ;  and  could  en¬ 
ter  into  thofe  retreats  of  anxiety, 
from  which  flow  an  infinitude  of 
bodily  diftrefies,  with  an  eye  clear¬ 
ly  difcerning,  yet  incurious  and 
benign. — A  religious’fenfibility  of 
fpirit  difpofed  him  to  draw  near 
the  deep  fprings  of  affliction,  and 
difFufe  the  oil  of  peace  over  the 
troubled  waters.  There  was  a 
difcretion  in  his  fympathy,  that  : 
attached  the  confidence  of  his  pa¬ 
tients  to  an  uncommon  degree  ; 
and  of  what  importance  fuch  an 
acquifition  muft  be  in  the  courfe 
of  an  extenfive  praCtice,  I  leave 
to  the  judgment  of  every  fkilful 
praCtitioner. 

A  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  oc- 
cafionally  expreffing  her  high  re¬ 
gard  for  the  DoCtor,  and  the  fa 
tisfaCtion  ffle  received  from  his 

atten- 
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attendance  upon  her  on  many  oc- 
cafions,  made  ufe  of  the  following 
pathetic  language. — “  He  was  in¬ 
deed  my  warm  friend  and  advifer 
in  my  difirefs,  as  well  as  my  phy- 
lician. — He  was,  under  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  preferver  of  my  health, 
and  the  reftorer  of  my  peace  in  the 
fevereft  con fl ids  of  mv  life. 

[[Hi.  Hird  proceeds  to  fpeak 
of  him  as  an  encourager  offcience, 
as  a  patron  of  men  of  genius,  and 
as  a  generous  promoter  of,  and 
contributorto,  charities  and  works 
of  public  utility  and  convenience  5 
in  fpeaking  of  Hr.  Fothergill  un¬ 
der  this  lait  head,  he  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  laudable  mftitution 
of  the  foundling  Hofpital  at  Ack- 
worth.  1  he  conclufion  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.] 

Fhe  perfon  of  Hr.  Fothergill 
was  of  a  delicate,  or  rather  of  an  ex¬ 
tenuated  make  ;  his  features  were 
all  yharader  ;  his  eyes  had  a  pe¬ 
culiar  briiliancy  of  expreflion,  yet 
it  was  not  eafy  fo  to  mark  the 
leading  trait,  as  to  difengage  it 
fi  om  the  unitea  whole.  He  was 
remarkably  adive  and  alert,  and, 
witn  a  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  a 
general  good  date  of  health. 

He  had  a  peculiarity  of  addrefs 
3nd  manner,  refulting  from  a  per¬ 
fon,  education,  and  principle  ; 
but  it  was  fo  perfcdly  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  mofc  engaging  atten¬ 
tions,  that  he  was  the  genuine  po¬ 
lite  man  above  all  forms  of  breed- 
*ng»  —I  knew  him  well,  and  I 
never  knew  a  man  who  left  fuch 
pleafing  impreffions  on  the  minds 
of  his  patients. 

His  drefs  was  remarkably  neat, 
plain,  and  decent,  peculiarly  be¬ 
coming  himlclf  j  a  perfed  tran- 
feript  of  the  order,  and  I  may 
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add,  the  neatnefs  of  his  mind. — 
He  thought  it  unworthy  a  man  of 
fenfe,  and  mconhllent  with  his 
eharader,  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
led  by  the  V/him  of  fafhion*  and 
become  the  Have  of  its  caprices. 
But  this  impreffion  upon  his  un¬ 
demanding  was  much  itrengthen- 
ed  by  his  firm  attachment  to  his 
principles  as  a  ^jfuaker,  which 
led  to  that  decent  plainnefs  and 
modedy  in  drefs,  which  may  be 
preiumedto  be  one  at  lead  amongft 
the  external  evidences  of  a  fpirit 
elevated  in  its  views  above  all 
tranlient  and  fublunary  thincs* 

At  his  meals  he  was  remarkably 
temperate  ;  in  the  opinion  of  fome, 
rather  too  abftemious,  eating  fpa- 
n'ngly,  but  with  a  good  relifn,  and 
rarely  exceeding  two  glaffes  of 
wane  at  dmnerjor  fupper  ;  yet  hr 
this  uniform  and  fteady  tempe¬ 
rance,  he  preferved  his  mind  vi¬ 
gorous  and  adive,  and  his  confti- 
t ut ion  equal  to  all  his  engagements* 

His  ideas  of  retreat  from  bufi- 
nefs  were  marked  by  a  degree  of 
dignity  perfectly  correfpondent 
with  the  reft  of  his  eharader.  “  I 
wifh,  faid  he,  as  far  as  I  ought 
to  wifh,  to  withdraw  myfelf  from 
my  profefTional  labours  in  full 
poileffion  of  my  faculties,  and,  I 
may  add,  of  my  reputation  ;  for 
I  well  know,  from  many  an  hu¬ 
miliating  infiance,  how  much  the 
infirmities  of  age,  or  paralytic 
debility,  to  which  we  are  all  of 
us  alike  expofed,  may  affed  the 
remembrance  of  our  beft  quali- 
U*-*.  — He  wifhed  to  retire  with 
the  refped,  rather  than  the  com¬ 
panion,  of  his  friends. — It  has 
pleafed  Providence  to  remove  him 
from  fociety,  after  a  few  weeks 
painful  indifpofition,  in  the  vigour 
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of  liis  faculties,  and  in  the  luftre 
of  his  reputation,  having  doled  a 
life  of  ufefulnef  3  and  honour,'  in 
the  69th  year  of  his  age,  with  ex- 
preffions  of  a  well  grounded  alfu- 
rance  of  an  happy  immortality. 

In  the  language  of  his  own  eu- 
lodum  on  the  memory  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Ruffell,  I  111  all  conclude 
this  imperfect  tribute  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  my  afFe&ionate,  fteady, 
and  I  may  add,  my  partial  friend, 
Dr.  Fothergill ;  — (C  animated  by 
44  his  example,  let  us  purfue  the 
44  arduous'  track  of  public  virtue; 
41  and  having,  like  him,  fup- 
44  ported  the  dignity  of  our  pro- 
44  feffion,  by  dealing  with  a  li- 
44  beral  hand  to  all  the  bleffings 
44  of  health,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
te  abilities,  and  done  honour  to 
44  our  fpecies,  by  the  conftant 
Ci  exercife  of  uprightnefs,  can- 
44  dour  and  benignity,  may  we 
44  clofe  the  feene  in  full  poffef- 
“  lion  of  all  that  deferves  the 
u  name  of  human  felicity  N 


An  Account  of  the  Indians  c/Torto 
de  la  Trinidad,  in  41.  N.  Lat . 
on  the  N.  IV.  Coaji  of  America, 
from  the  Spanifh  Journal  by  Don 
Francifco  Maurelle,  of  a  voyage 
in  1775?  to  explore  the  Coaf  of 
America,  Northward*  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  tranfated  by  the  Hon. 
Daines  Barrington.  Fro?n  Bar¬ 
rington’s  Mifcellaaies. 

ON  the  1  Tth  of  June  1775,  we 
had  fixed  every  thing  with 
regard  to  our  anchorage,  and  we 
determined  to  take  polfellion  of 
the  country,  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  which  lyes  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  port.  For  this  pur- 
fofe  our  crews  divided  into  dif¬ 


ferent  parties,  which  were  pro¬ 
perly  polled,  fo  that  therell  might 
proceed  without  any  danger  of  an 
attack.  We  moreover  placed  cen- 
tinels  at  a  confiderable  ditlance 
to  reconnoitre  the  paths  tiled  by 
the  Indians,  who  polfelfed  them- 
felves  of  thofe  parts  from  which 
we  had  moll  to  fear.  With  thefe 
precautions  the  crews  marched  in 
two  bodies,  who  adored  the  holy 
crofs  upon  difembarking,  and 
when  at  the  top  of  the  mountain 
formed  a  fquare,  the  centre  of 
which  became  a  chapel.  Here 
the  holy  crofs  was  again  raifed, 
mafs  celebrated,  with  a  fermon, 
and  polfellion  taken,  with  all  the 
requilites  enjoyed  by  our  inftruc- 
tions.  We  alfo  fired  both  our 
mufquetry  and  cannon,  which  na¬ 
turally  made  the  Indians  fuppofe 
we  were  irrefillible.  After  they 
had  recovered  their  fright  howe¬ 
ver,  and  found  that  we  had  done 
them  no  harm,  they  vilited  usagain, 
and  probably  to  examine  more 
nearly  what  had  occafioned  the 
tremendous  noife  which  they  had 
never  heard  before.  As  we  thus 
took  polfellion  on  the  day  when, 
holy  mother  church  celebrates  the 
feftival  of  the  moll  holy  Trinity, 
we  named  the  port  accordingly. 

The  following  days  were  taken 
up  in  procuring  wood  and  water, 
whiill  the  fchooner  was  careened. 
We  likevvife  cut  fome  malls  for 
her. 

We  could  not  but  particularly 
attend  to  all  the  adlions  of  the 
Indians,  their  manner  of  living, 
habitations,  garments,  food,  go¬ 
vernment,  laws,  language,  and 
arms,  as  alfo  their  hunting  and 
filheries.  The  dittruli  indeed 
which  we  naturally  entertained  of 
thef®  barbarians,  made  us  end’ea- 
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vour  to  get  as  great  an  infight  into 
all  thefe  as  poflible,  yet  we  never 
obferved  any  thing  contrary  to 
-  the  mod  perfect  friendfiiip  and 
confidence  which  they  feenaed.  to 
repofe  in  us.  I  may  add,  that 
th  eir  intercourfe  with  us  was  not 
only  kind,  but  affectionate. 

Their  houfes  were  fquare,  and 
built  with  large  beams,  the  roofs 
being  no  higher  than  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  for  the  doors  to 
which  they  make  ufe  of  a  circular 
hole,  juft  large  enough  for  their 
bodies  to  pafs  through.  The 
floors  of  thefe  huts  are  perfectly 
fmooth  and  clean,  with  a  fquare 
hole  two  feet  deep  in  the  centre, 
in  which  they  make  their  fire, 
and  round  which  they  are  conti¬ 
nually  warming  themfelves,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  cold.  Such 
habitations  alfo  fecure  them,  when 
not  employed  out  of  doors,  from 
the  wind  and  noxious  animals. 

The  men  however  do  not  wear 
any  covering,  except  the  cold  is 
intenfe,  when  indeed  they  put 
upon  their  fhoulders  the  fkins  of 
fea-wolves,  otters,  deer,  or  other 
animals  :  many  of  them  alfo  have 
round  their  heads  fweet-fmelling 
herbs.  They  likewife  wear  their 
hair  either  difhevelled  over  their 
fhoulders,  or  otherwife  en  caf- 
tanna . 

In  the  flaps  of  their  ears  they 
have  rings  like  thofe  at  the  end 
of  a  mufquet. 

They  bind  their  loins  and  legs 
quite  down  to  the  ancles,  very 
clofely,  with  ftripes  of  hide  or 
thread. 

They  paint  their  face,  and 
greater  part  of  their  body,  regu¬ 
larly  either  with  a  black  or  blue 
colour. 

Their  arms  are  covered  with 
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circles  of  fmall  points  in  the 
fame  manner  that  common  people 
in  Spain  often  paint  fhips  and  an¬ 
chors. 

The  women  cover  the  tops  of 
their  heads  with  an  ornament  like 
the  creft  of  a  hemlet,  and  wear 
their  hair  in  two  treffes,  in  which 
they  ftick  many  fweet-fmelling 
herbs.  They  alfo  ufe  the  fame 
rings  in  their  caps  (which  are  of 
bone)  as  the  men  are  before  de- 
feribed  to  do,  and  cover  their  bo¬ 
dies  with  the  fame  fkins,  befides 
which  they  more  decently  wear  an 
apron  of  the  fame  kind,  about  a 
foot  wide,  with  fome  threads 
formed  into  a  fringe.  They  like¬ 
wife  bind  their  legs  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  men. 

The  underlip  of  thefe  women 
is  fwelled  out  into  three  fafeias , 
or  rifings,  two  of  which  iffue  from 
the  corners  of  the  mouth  to  the 
loweft  part  of  the  beard,  and  the 
third  from  the  higheft  point,  and 
middle  of  that  point  to  the  lower, 
like  the  others,  leaving  between 
each  a  fpace  of  clear  flefh,  which 
is  much  larger  in  the  young  than 
in  the  older  women,  whofe  faces 
are  generally  covered  with  punc¬ 
tures,  fo  a$  to  be  totally  disfi¬ 
gured. 

On  their  necks  they  wear  va¬ 
rious  fruits,  inftead  of  beads  ; 
fome  of  thefe  ornaments  alfo  con- 
fift  of  the  bones  of  animals,  or 
fhells  from  the  fea-coaft. 

This  tribe  of  Indians  is  govern¬ 
ed  by  a  ruler,  who  directs  where 
they  (hall  go  both  to  hunt  and  fifti 
for  what  the  community  ftands  in 
need  of.  We  alfo  obferved  that 
one  of  thefe  Indians  always  ex¬ 
amined  carefully  the  fea-fhore, 
when  we  went  to  our  ftiips  on  the 
clofe  of  twilight,  the  occafion  of 
C  3  which 
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which  probably  was  to  take  care 
that  all  their  people  fhould  return 
fafe  to  their  habitations  about 
that  time. 

It  fhouldTeem  that  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  this  ruler  is  conlined  to  a 
particular  village  of  thefe  habi¬ 
tations,  together  with  fuch  a  dif- 
trift  of  country  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  the  inhabitants 
of  inch  a  community,  who  fome- 
times  are  at  war  with  other  vil  - 
lages,  againft  whom  they  appear¬ 
ed  to  a  Ik  our  sfliftance,  making 
us  figns  for  that  purpofe.  There 
are  however  many  other  villages 
which  are  friendly  to  each  other, 
if  not  to  thefe  Indians;  for  on 
our  firfl  arrival  more  than  300 
came  down  in  different  parties, 
with  their  women  and  children, 
who  were  not  indeed  permitted  to 
enter  the  village  of  our  Indians. 

Whilft  this  iort  of  intercourfe 
continued  between  us,  we  ob¬ 
ferved  an  infant  who  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  a  year  old,  (hooting  arrows 
from  a  bow  proportioned  to  his 
fize  and  ftrength,  and  who  hit 
one’s  hand  at  two  or  three  yards 
diftance,  if  it  was  held  up  for  a 
mark. 

We  never  obferved  that  thefe 
Indians  had  any  idols,  or  made 
facrifices  :  but  as  we  found  out 
that  they  had  a  plurality  of  wives, 
or  women,  at  lead,  we  inferred, 
•with  good  re  a  fori,  that  they  were 
perfect  at  he  if s. 

Upon  the  death  of  one  of  thefe 
Indians  they  railed  a  fort  of  fu¬ 
neral  cry,  and  afterwards  burned 
the  body  within  the  hcufe  of  their 
ruler;  but  from  this  we  could  not 
pronounce  they  were  idolaters, 
becaufe  the  cry  of  lamentation 
might  proceed  from  affii&ion,  and 
the  body  might  have  been  burnt, 
that  the  corps  ftiould  not  be  ex- 
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pofed  to  wild  beads  ;  or  perhaps 
this  might  have  been  done,  to 
avoid  the  ftench  of  the  deceafed, 
when  putrefedfion  might  com¬ 
mence. 

We  were  not  able  to  under- 
dand  one  of  their  regulations,  as 
they  permitted  our  people  to  en¬ 
ter  all  their  houfes,  except  that  of 
their  ruler;  and  yet  when  we  had 
broken  through  this  etiquette,  we 
could  not  obferve  any  thing  dif¬ 
ferent  between  the  palace ,  and  the 
other  huts. 

It  was  impofiible  for  us  to  un- 
derdand  their  language,  for  which 
reafon  we  had  no  intercourfe  but 
by  figns,  and  therefore  both  par¬ 
ties  often  continued  in  a  total  ig¬ 
norance  of  each  others  meaning  : 
we  obferved  however  that  they 
pronounced  our  words  with  great 
eafe. 

Their  arms  are  chiefly  arrows 
pointed  with  flint,  and  fome  of 
them  with  copper  or  iron,  which 
we  underdood  were  procured  from 
the  N,  and  one  of  thefe  was  thus 
marked  C/f.  Thefe  arrows  are 
carried  in  quivers  of  wood  or  bone, 
and  hang  from  their  wrift  or 
neck. 

But  what  they  chiefly  value  is 
iron,  and  particularly  knives  or 
hoops  of  old  barrels  ;  they  alfo 
readily  barter  for  bugles,  whilft 
they  rejected  both  provisions  or 
any  article  of  drefs.  They  pre¬ 
tended  however  that  they  fome- 
times  approved  the  former,  in  or¬ 
der  to  procure  our  efteem  ;  but 
foon  after  they  had  accepted  any 
fort  of  meat,  we  obferved  that 
they  fet  it  afide,  as  of  no  value. 
At  iaft  indeed  they  took  kindly 
to  our  bifeuits  and  really  eat 
them. 

Amongft  thefe  Indians  there 
was  one  who  had  more  familiar 

inter- 
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Jntercourfe  with  us  than  all  the  able  verdure  and  fmel).  Amongfl 
refl,  fitting  down  with  us  in  fight  thefe  were  Caflilian  rofes,  fmal- 
of  his  countrymen.  lage,  lilies,  plantain,  thirties,  ca- 

They  ufed  tobacco,  which  they  momile,  and  many  others.  We 
fmoaked  in  fmall  wooden  pipes,  likewife  found  ftrawberries,  ratl¬ 
in  form  of  a  trumpet,  and  procur-  berries,  blackberries,  fweet  onions, 
ed  from  little  gardens  where  they  and  potatoes,  all  which  grew  in 
had  planted  it.  conrtderable  abundance,  and  par- 

They  chiefly  hunt  deer,  cibu-  ticularly  near  the  rills.  Amongfl 
los,  fea-wolves,  and  otters,  nor  other  plants  we  obferved  one 
did  we  obferve  that  they  purfued  which  much  refembled  percely 
any  others.  The  only  birds  we  (though  not  in  its  fniell),  which 
met  with  on  this  part  of  the  coafl  the  Indians  bruifed  and  eat,  after 
were  daws,  hawks,  very  fmall  pa-  mixing  it  with  onions, 
roquets,  ducks  and  gulls  ;  there  The  hills  were  covered  with 
were  alfo  fome  parrots  with  red  very  large,  high,  and  (trait  pines, 
feet,  bills,  and  breads,  like  lo-  amongfl  which  I  obferved.  fome 
ries  both  in  their  heads  and  flight,  of  1 20  feet  high,  and  4  feet  in  dia- 
The  fifh  on  that  coafl  are  chiefly  meter  towards  the  bottom, 
fardines,  pejerey,  and  cod;  of  All  thefe  pines  are  proper  for 
which  they  only  bring  home  as  marts  and  {hip-building* 
much  as  will  fatisfy  the  wants  of  The  outline  of  the  port  is  re- 
the  day.  prefented  in  Chart  the  6th,  which 

We  tried  to  find  if  they  had  was  drawn  by  D.  Bruno  Heceta, 
ever  fecn  other  flrangers,  or  fhips,  D.  Juan  Fr.  de  la  Bodega,  and 
than  our  own,  but  though  we  took  myfelf.  1  hough  the  port  is  there 
great  pains  to  inform  ourfelves  on  reprefented  as  open,  yet  it  is  to 
this  head,  we  never  could  perfect-  be  underllood  that  the  harbour  is 
ly  comprehend  what  they  faid  ;  well  fheltered  from  the  S.  W.  W. 
upon  the  whole  we  conceived  that  &  N.  W.  as  alio  from  the  N.  IN.  E* 
we weretheonly foreignerswhohad  and  EJ. 

ever  vifited  that  part  of  the  coafl.  [This  difeovery  was  made  by  the 
We  likewife  endeavoured  to  fchooner  on  the  9th  of  June.J 
know  from  them  whether  they  had  In  the  W.  pait  theie  is  a  hill 
any  mines  or  precious  Hones  ;  50  fathoms  high,  joining  to  the 

but  in  this  wc  were  likewife  dif-  continent  on  the  .N.  fide,  vvheie 
appointed.  there  is  another  rifing  of  20,  both 

What  we  faw  of  the  country  of  which  afford  proteftion  not 
leaves  us  no  doubt  of  its  fertility,  only  from  the  winds,  but  the  at- 
and  that  it  is  capable  of  produc-  tack  of  an  enemy, 
ing  all  the  plants  of  Europe.  In  At  the  entrance  of  the  port  ia 
moll  of  the  gullies  of  the  hills  a  fmali  ifland  of  conrtderable 
there  are  rills  of  clear  and  cool  height,  without  a  fingle  plant 
water,  the  fides  of  which  are  co-  upon  it  ;  and  on  the  rtdes  of  the 
vered  with  herbs  (as  in  the  mea-  coafl  are  high  rocks,  which  aie 
dows  of  Europe)  of  both  agree-  very  convenient  for  difembarking ; 
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X  Thefe  charts,  which  amount  to 
land. 


nine,  have  never  been  iranfmitted  to  Eng- 
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goods  alfo  may  be  fhipped  fo  near 
the  hill,  that  a  ladder  may  be 
ufed  from  the  land  to  the  veffel  ; 
and  near  the  fand  are  many  fmall 
rocks,  which  fecure  the  fhip  at 
anchor  from  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

We  compleated  our  watering 
very  early  from  the  number  of 
rills  which  emptied  themfelves  into 
the  harbour;  we  were  like  wife  as 
foon  fupplied  with  wood. 

Wc  paid  great  attention  to  the 
tides,  and  found  them  to  be  as 
regular  as  in  Europe. 

We  made  repeated  obfervations 
with  regard  to  the  latitude  of  this 
harbour,  and  found  it  was  exact¬ 
ly  41  degrees  and  7  minutes  N. 
whilft  we  fuppofed  the  Longi¬ 
tude  to  be  19  degrees  and  4  mi¬ 
nutes  W.  of  S.  Bias. 

We  had  thus  thoroughly  in vefti- 
gated  every  thing  which  relates  to 
this  harbour,  except  the  courfe 
of  a  river  which  came  from  the 
S.  W.  and  which  appeared  whilft 
we  were  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 
We  took  therefore  the  boat  on  the 
1 8th,  and  found  that  the  mouth 
yvas  wider  than  is  neceffary  for  the 
difeharge  of  the  water,  which  is 
loft  in  the  fands  on  each  fide,  fo 
that  we  could  not  even  enter  it 
except  at  full  tide.  However  we 
left  our  boat,  and  proceeded  a 
league  into  the  country,  whilft 
the  river  continued  of  the  fame 
width ;  viz.  2©  feet,  and  about 
live  deep. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  were 
larger  timber  trees  than  we  had 
before  feen,  and  we  conceived 
that  in  land-floods  the  whole 
plain  (which  was  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  league  broad)  muft 
be  frequently  covered  with  water, 
as  there  were  many  places  where 
it  continued  to  ftagnate. 

O 

We  gave  this  river  the  name  of 
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Pigeons ,  becaufe  at  our  firft  land- 
in  p*  we  faw  large  flocks  of  theie5 

O  <*3  # 

and  other  birds,  fome  of  which 
had  pleafing  notes. 

On  the  fides  of  the  mountains 
we  found  the  fame  plants  and 
fruits,  as  in  the  more  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Trinity,  har¬ 
bour. 


An  Account  tf/'John  Law  and  of  the 
JAififfippi  Scheme,  projected  by  him 
in  1 7 1 7— from  the  private  Life 
of  Lewis  15  th,  tr  an  fated,  from 
the  French,  by  J.  O.  Juftamond, 
F.  R.  S. 

JOHN  Law  was  d  Scotchman, 
the  fon  of  a  goldfmith  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  Never  did  man  poffefs, 
in  fo  perfedt  a  degree,  the  power 
of  calculating  and  combining  ; 
and  he  cultivated  thefe  talents, 
by  following  the  bent  of  his  in¬ 
clination.  He  applied  himfelf  to 
every  thing  that  related  to  banks, 
lotteries,  and  to  the  trading  com¬ 
panies  of  London;  he  ftudied  the 
means  of  fupporting  them,  of  ani¬ 
mating  the  hopes  and  confidence 
of  the  public,  by  keeping  up  their 
expectations',  or  by  increaling  their 
zeal.  He  penetrated  into  the  in- 
moft  fecrets  of  thefe  matters ;  and 
increafed  his  flock  of  knowledge 
ftill  more,  from  the  new  com¬ 
pany,  eilablilhed  by  Harley  Earl 
of  Oxford,  for  paying  off  the 
national  debt.  Having  afterwards 
obtained  the  employment  of  lecre- 
tary  to  fome  agent  of  the  refi- 
dent’s  in  Holland,  he  made  him¬ 
felf  acquainted  upon  the  fpot  with 
the  famous  bank  of  Amfterdam  ; 
with  its  capital,  its  produce  its 
refources  ;  with  the  demands  in¬ 
dividuals  had  upon  it  ;  with  its 
variations,  its  intereft  ;  with  the 

mode 
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mode  of  lowering;  or  raifing-  its 
flock,  m  order  to  withdraw  the  ca¬ 
pital,  that  it  might  be  dillributed 
and  circulated  ;  with  the  order 
that  bank  obferved  in  its  accounts 
and  in  its  offices;  and  even  with 
its  expenditures  and  its  form  of 
adminillration.  By  dint  of  re- 
fledting  upon  the  information  he 
had  acquired,  and  of  combining 
lo  many  different  ideas,  he  form¬ 
ed  a  fyflem  which  was  admirable 
for  its  order,  and  the  concatena¬ 
tion  of  the  various  operations 
which  conflituted  it  ;  a  fyflem 
founded  at  leaft  as  much  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
as  upon  the  fcience  of  numbers  ; 
but  from  which  good  faith,  equi¬ 
ty,  and  humanity  were  totally 
banifhed,  to  make  way  for  perfi¬ 
dy,  injuflice,  violence,  and  cruel¬ 
ty,  And  indeed  the  author  of 
it  was  himfelf  an  unprincipled 
wretch,  bound  by  no  ties  of  mo¬ 
rality  or  religion.  Having  flain 
or  murdered  a  man,  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fly  from  Great  Britain  ;  he 
brought  away  with  him  another 
man’s  wife,  with  whom  he  lived 
many  years  as  if  fhe  had  been  his 
own.  His  avidity  was  infatiable, 
and  it  was  to  gratify  this  paffion, 
that  all  his  extenfive  combinations 
were  made,  to  concur.  In  that 
exhauded  flate  to  which  the  war 
had  reduced  all  the  European 
powers,  he  forefavv  that  they 
Would  neceffarily  endeavour  to  re- 
eflablifh  their  finances,  and  he 
conceived  greater  hopes  of  fuc- 
ceeding  than  ever,  by  the  allure¬ 
ment  of  his  fyflem,  which  was 
calculated  to  feduce  any  power 
that  would  not  fcruple  to  prefer 
the  fpeediefl  method  of  exonerat¬ 
ing  itfelf,  to  that  which  was  mod 
honefl.  The  objctt  of  his  plan, 


therefore,  was  neither  trade  nor 
the  facility  of  levying  taxes  with¬ 
out  diminilhing  them,  nor  the  re¬ 
trenchment  of  expences,  nor  the 
cultivation  of  the  foil,  nor  the 
confumption  of  proviiions,  nor 
even  the  circulation  of  the  fpecie. 
He  had  built  up  his  fydem  with  a 
view'’  that  a  fovereign  fhould  pay 
his  debts,  not  only  without  en¬ 
croaching  upon  his  profufion  or 
his  luxury,  but  alfo  by  attracting 
to  himfelf  all  the  gold  and  filvet* 
of  his  fubje£ls  ;  and  luch  was  to 
be  the  illufion,  that  the  fubje£ls 
fhould  give  it  up  voluntarily  ;  nay 
more,  fhould  be  eager  to  bring  it 
in,  fhould  infid  upon  its  being  re¬ 
ceived,  fhould  conlider  it  as  a  fa¬ 
vour  to  be  preferred ;  and  that 
when  they  were  rouzed  from  this 
dream,  if  they  fhould  find  them- 
felves  bereft  of  their  property, 
they  fhould  not  be  able  to  lay  the 
blame  on  any  thing  but  their  own 
avidity.  A  project  of  a  mod 
alarming  nature  to  the  human 
mind,  and  which  every  other  man, 
except  this  daring  genius,  would 
have  rejected  as  a  chimera,  if  it 
had  fiiggeiled  itfelf  to  him  ! 

This  lydem  confided  of  a  bank, 
the  real  capital  of  which  was  to  be 
the  revenues  of  the  date,  and  the 
accruing  capital,  fome  unknown 
kind  of  commerce.  This  benefit 
being  calculated  to  keep  pace  with 
the  imagination  in  its  increafe, 
was  to  be  a  wonderful  fpur  to  thofe 
gameders  who  wifhed  to  partake 
of  it,  by  means  of  fhares  which 
were  to  be  made  out  fucceffively, 
in  proportion  to  the  eagernefs  of 
the  parties. 

Thefe  fhares,  in  fa£l,  which 
were  at  drlt  few  in  number,  could 
not  fail  of  riling  to  an  enormous 
price,  on  account  of  their  fcarcity, 

and 
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and  the  rapidity  of  the  circula¬ 
tion  ;  this  would  not  only  facili¬ 
tate,  but  even  neceffitate  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  other  fhares,  and  at  an  ad 

vanced  premium. 

This  new  paper,  bringing  the 
old  into  difcredit,  would  furnifh  an 
excellent  mode  of  diflributing  it  ; 
becaufe  the  old  paper  would  be 
received  at  par,  but  always  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  money. 

In  order  to  engage  perfons  to 
get  rid  of  this  old  paper,  the  va¬ 
lue  of  it  was  to  be  made  uncertain 
by  frequent  ftu&ations  ;  thus  the 
poffeffors  of  it  would  be  apprehen¬ 
sive  that  it  might  become  of  no 
value  in  their  hands  :  when  it 
Should  be  railed,  one  would  readi¬ 
ly  convert  it  into  fhares,  to  fecure 
the  advantage  ;  and  when  it  fhould 
be  lowered,  one  would  fear  that 
it  fhould  become  lower  Hill. 

The  bank,  on  the  contrary, 
were  to  make  all  their  payments 
jn  bills,  whofe  value  being  inva¬ 
riable,  would  keep  up  the  confi¬ 
dence  in  them,  and  would  render 
them  more  negotiable,  and  pre¬ 
ferable  to  fpecie. 

The  difcredit  brought  upon 
money  would  lower  the  interefl  of 
it,  and  the  prince  was  to  avail 
himfelf  of  this  reduction  to  make 
bis  loans,  and  thus  difcharge  part 
of  his  debts,  without  any  difburfe- 
ment  ;  for  the  individuals,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  it,  would 
bring  it  back  to  him. 

If  the  individuals  wifhed  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  more  folid  ac- 
quifitions,  lands,  provifions,  and 
merchandize  would  increafe,  and 
confequently  fo  would  the  receipt 
of  the  taxes  and  the  cuftoms. 

This  phantom  of  fortune  daz¬ 
zling  the  eyes  of  every  one,  the 
ievtral  clafles  of  citizens,  in  their 
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eagernefs  for  partaking  of  it, 
would  interefl  themfelves  in  the 
keeping  up  of  the  bank  fo  much  the 
more;  as  a  number  of  individuals 
either  more  fortunate  or  more  dex¬ 
terous,  neceffarily  making  enor¬ 
mous  profits,  would  excite  the 
general  cupidity,  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  higheft  prize 
in  a  lottery,  keeps  up  the  hopes 
of  the  adventurers,  of  wrhom  the 
greater  part  mull  neverthelefs  be 
Infers.  Now,  what  fort  of  com¬ 
petition  would  there  not  be  in  this 
in  (lance,  where  every  one  would 
be  certain  of  winning,  by  increaf- 
ing  the  dividends  a  propos  ? 

Let  this  .  illufion  be  kept  up 
only  for  a  few  years,  and  the  fo- 
vereign  will  have  paid  off  all 
his  debts,  and  will  have  drawn 
into  his  coffers,  the  greatell  part 
of  the  fpecie  of  his  own,  and  even 
of  other  kingdoms. 

Such  wrere  the  axioms  and  the 
corollaries  of  Law’s  fyflem  :  an 
infernal  theory,  deduced  certain¬ 
ly  from  fadts,  and  which  he  had 
never  ventured  to  confider  coolly 
in  all  its  horror:  let  us  fay  more,  a 
theory  that  was  not  even  to  be 
conceived  ;  but  the  regent  and 
he,  hurried  away,  in  fpite.  of 
themfelves,  by  the  rapid  motion 
of  this  political  machine,  were 
obliged  to  yield  to  its  impulfe,  till 
it  broke  to  pieces  by  its  own  ef¬ 
forts. 

However  this  may  be,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  plan,  whether  more  or 
lefs  digefled  with  refpetl  to  its 
confequences,  perceiving  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
in  any  flate>  except  where  the 
fovereign  enjoyed  abfolute  autho¬ 
rity,  confidered  France  as  the 
kingdom  moll  fit  for  his  defign. 
Befides,  he  knew  the  people ;  that 

they 
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they  were  fond  of  novelty,  that 
they  adopted  it  without  confeder¬ 
ation,  and  gave  therr.felves  up  to 
it  with  a  kind  of  frenzy.  It  has 
been  afierted,  that  he  firft  pro- 
pofed  his  fyftem  to  Lewis  XIV. 
who,  notwithstanding  his  being 
in  want  of  fuch  a  feheme,  upon 
the  bare  expofition  of  it,  rejetled 
it  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence. 
The  author  was  not  difconcerted, 
but  produced  it  again  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  That  prince, 
more  determined,  more  enterpriz- 
ing,  and  certainly  lefs  ferupu- 
lous,  confidered  it  as  very  ufeful 
to  his  views ;  he  was  moreover 
prefled  by  circumftances;  he  wifh- 
ed  to.  avail  himfelf  of  the  fhort 
time  he  had  to  govern,  to  remedy 
the  evils  of  the  ftate,  which  re¬ 
quired  a  necefTary  crifis.  He 
therefore  adopted  this  fyftem  ;  he 
would  not  allow  himfelf  to  think 
of  the  violent  convulfion  into 
which  he  was  going  to  throw  the 
ftate,  and  flattered  himfelf,  that 
his  genius  would  be  able  to  put  a 
flop  to  its  effecls,  whenever  they 
Ihould  become  too  fatal.  Never- 
thclefs,  as  he  was  not  the  abfolute 
matter,  and  that  he  was  obliged 
to  a£t  with  a  great  deal  of  cau¬ 
tion,  he  adopted  it  only  flowly, 
and  by  degrees. 

At  firft  he  contented  himfelf 
with  permitting  Law  to  eftablifh 
a  bank,  in  order  to  accuflom  the 
people  by  degrees  to  fuch  a  title, 
and  to  fuch  an  eftabliihment.  It 
was  preferred  under  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  public  utility,  and  it 
would  really  have  been  attended 
with  very  great  advantages,  if  it 
had  been  confined  to  the  functions 
fpecified  in  the  edi£l  which  fet  it 
on  foot. 

The  year  following,  in  order 


to  give  this  bank  a  credit,  which 
was  to  be  anfwerable  to  the  more 
extenfive  undertakings  it  was  to 
embrace,  a  decree  of  council  was 
iffued,  which  ordered  all  thofe 
who  had  the  management  of  the 
royal  treafure,  to  receive  and 
even  to  difeharge  the  bills  without 
difeount.  By  this  decree,  full  of 
artifice,  under  the  appearance  of 
fimplicity,  the  bank  was  made  the 
repofitory  of  all  the  revenues  of 
the  king.  This  was  the  firft  ftep 
towards  that  ideal  fortune  it  was 
to  make  :  it  immediately  fixed  the 
intereft  at  feven  and  an  half  per 
cent. 

Some  time  after,  a  trading  com¬ 
pany  was  created,  under  the  title 
of  the  JVejlcrn  or  Mijjijfippi  Compa¬ 
ny.  Its  objedf  was  the  planting 
and  culture  of  the  French  colo¬ 
nies  of  North  America.  The 
king  gave  to  this  company  all  the 
lands  of  Louifmna,  and  permitted 
French,  as  well  as  foreigners,  to 
be  concerned  in  it,  by  taking  fhares 
of  it,  part  of  the  value  of  which 
might  be  furnifhed  in  bills  of 
ftate,  which  loft  from  fifty  to  fix- 
ty  per  cent,  upon  the  fpot.  How 
was  it  pofiible  to  refill  fuch  a 
bait,  more  efpecially  as  the  coun¬ 
try  was  represented  as  a  Peru, 
more  fertile  in  gold  than  that  of 
the  Spaniards  !  Even  the  parlia¬ 
ment  was  taken  in,  and  made  no 
fcruple  of  regiftering.  They  yet 
faw  nothing  in  this,  but  what 
might  be  ufeful  to  the  ftate. 

In  1718,  the  bank  made  fur¬ 
ther  advances.  It  was  announced 
under  the  title  of  Bank  Royal ,  by 
a  declaration  of  his  majefty,  which 
fignified,  that  the  king  had  reim- 
burfed  in  money  the  capitals  of 
thofe  perfons  who  had  fhares  in 
the  bank,  which  they  had  only 
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paid  in  bills  of  (late,  and  that 
thefe  capitals  had  been  converted 
into  {hares  of  the  Weftern  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  in  a  word,  that  the 
king  was  become  foie  proprietor 
of  all  the  {hares  of  the  bank.  Mr. 
Raw  was  appointed  director  to  it, 
under  the  authority  of  his  majef- 
ty  and  the  orders  of  the  regent. 


An  Account  of  the  Chevalier  d  Eon. 

From  the  fame . 

/~|“^HIS  Chevalier  d’Eon,  who 
Jj[  has  fmce  been  transformed 
into  a  woman,  and  who  probably 
partakes  of  both  fexes,  deferves 
to  be  more  particularly  known. 
She  relates  her  hiftory  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner: — Born  at  Ton- 
nerre,  Madeimoifelle  d’Eon,  a  la¬ 
dy  according  to  her  own  confeffion, 
was  in  the  tendercft  age  endowed 
with  a  prudence  capable  of  fe- 
conding  the  political  views  of  her 
parents,  who  made  her  pafs  for  a 
boy.  She  was  fent  to  Paris,  and 
placed  at  the  College  Mazarin, 
where  we  may  conceive  how  much 
dffguft,  labour,  and  fatigue,  {he 
mult  have  experienced,  to  go 
through  the  feveral  exercifes  of 
body  and  mind,  without  betray¬ 
ing  the  fecrets  of  her  fex,  which 
was  never  fufpedbed.  To  the  ftudy 
of  the  Belles  Lettres,  fucceeded 
that  of  the  laws.  She  was  receiv¬ 
ed  Doctor  in  Civil,  then  in  Canon, 
Law,  and  afterwards  counfellor. 
Already  known  by  feveral  works, 
{lie  had  an  opportunity  of  intro¬ 
ducing  herfelf  to  the  Prince  of 
Conti,  who  honoured  her  family 
with  a  particular  protection.  Ruf¬ 
fia  was  then  at  variance  with 
1' ranee,  it  was  an  important  mat¬ 
ter  to  reconcile  thefe  two  courts  : 


a  myfterious  agent  was  wanted 
without  a  title,  and  yet  capable 
of  mfinuation,  and  of  fulfilling 
the  delicate  commiffion  he  was  to 
be  charged  with.  The  Prince  of 
Conti  thought  he  had  found  in 
Mademoifelle  d’Eon  all  the  ne- 
ceffiary  qualifications,  and  pro- 
pofed  her  to  Eewis  XV.  who  was 
fond  of  fuch  mylleries.  He  readi¬ 
ly  accepted  the  female  negocia- 
tor  ;  who  upon  her  approach  to 
Peterlbourg,  afiumed  the  drefs  of 
her  real  fex,  and  fucceeded  fo  well 
in  her  bufinefs,  that  his  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  fend  her  a  fecond 
time  into  Ruffia,  with  the  Che¬ 
valier  Douglas.  She  had  then 
refumed  her  manly  drefs,  and 
went  through  this  fecond  charac¬ 
ter  with  ftill  more  finelfe,  fince 
it  is  affirmed,  that  {he  was  not 
even  difeovered  by  the  emprefs. 
The  aim  of  her  negotiations  was, 
to  determine  Ruffia  to  form  an  al¬ 
liance  with  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles,  rather  than  with 
Pruffia.  AVhen  the  treaty  was 
figned,  Mademoifelle  d’Eon  was 
commiffioned  to  carry  the  news  to 
the  king.  She  broke  her  leg  upon 
the  road.  This  accident  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  flop  her,  and  {he 
arrived  at  Verfailles  lix-and-thirty 
hours  before  the  courier  who  had 
been  difpatched  from  Vienna  at 
the  inftant  of  her  departure.  The 
king,  delighted,  ordered  his  lur- 
geon  to  take  particular  care  of 
Mademoifelle  d’Eon,  and  gave 
her  a  lieutenancy  of  dragoons, 
which  fhe  defired.  She  ferved  in 
the  laft  campaigns,  then  re-en¬ 
tered  the  career  of  politics,  and 
was  fent  fecretary  of  an  embafty 
to  London,  where  fhe  made  herfelf 
fo  agreeable  to  that  court,  that 
his  Britannic  majefty,  contrary  to 
v ,  cuftom, 
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cuftom,  chofe  her  to  carry  to  Ver- 
failles,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  his  ambaffador  at  Paris,  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions.  It  wtfs  upon  this  occalion, 
that  the  king  gave  her  the  crois 
of  Saint  Louis.  He  had  already 
bellowed  two  penfions  upon  her. 
It  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  (lie  is  the  molt  extraordinary 
perfon  of  the  age.  We  have  feve- 
ral  times  feen  women  metamor- 
phofed  into  men,  and  doing  their 
duty  in  the  war ;  but  we  have  feen 
no  one  who  has  united  fo  many 
military,  political,  and  literary 
talents. 


Char  after  of  the  French.  From 
Sherlock’s  Letters . 

“  A  Frenchman,”  fays  the  Earl 
jL~\  of  ChefterBeld,  “  who, 
with  a  fund  of  learning,  virtue, 
and  good  fenfe,  has  the  manners 
and  good  breeding  of  his  country, 
is  the  perfection  of  human  na¬ 
ture.  ’  I  am  not  an  enemy  to 
the  French  ;  but  I  do  not  think 
this  aflertion  true.  In  my  opinion, 
the  following  would  have  been 
jufter  ;  An  Rnglijhman ,  who  joins 
manners  and  good-breeding  to  the fo¬ 
il  dity,  energy ,  and  greatnejs  of 
mind ,  which  characterize  his  country , 
is  the  perfection  of  human  nature.  I 
do  not  mean  to  compliment.  But 
fentiments  and  adtions  are  upon  a 
more  elevated  fcale  here  than  can 
be  found  in  any  other  nation  in 
the  world.  There  are  no  effects 
without  caufes  ;  and  the  caufes  of 
this  are  very  obvious.  We  pafs 
our  youth  with  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  Their  great  examples 
expand  our  fouls;  the  brightness 


of  their  actions,  and  the  fplcndour 
of  their  principles,  kindle  the 
molt  noble  paffions  in  our  minds  ; 
and,  when  we  come  to  be  men, 
the  nature  of  our  government  feeds 
this  dame,  and  we  glow  with  a 
certain  internal  ardour,  which  oc- 
cafionally  breaks  out  into  aCtion, 
and  which  is  neither  known  nor 
comprehended  but  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  Britain. 

I  do  jttftice  here  to  my  coun 
try  ;  and  my  foul  feels  happy, 
'that  I  am  able  to  gite  her,  with 
truth,  a  fuperiority  over  the  uni- 
verfe  in  genius  and  magnanimity. 
But  if  from  this  I  fhall  be  under¬ 
flood  to  think  meanly  of  the 
French,  becaufe  they  are  the  ri¬ 
vals  and  enemies  of  this  nation, 
it  would  indeed  be  to  mifmterpvet 
me  much.  Though  1  do  not 
think  that  people  equal  to  this  in 
greatnefs ,  I  think  them  a  very 
great  people.  And  if  the  Englifh 
are  fuperior  to  the  French  in  all 
the  more  elevated  qualities  which 
dignify  and  ennoble  humanity  ; 
fo  the  French  furpafs  the  Englifh 
in  all  the  milder  and  gentler  vir¬ 
tues,  which  grace  and  adorn  it. 

In  England  the  French  have 
few  friends.  But  they  have  one  ; 
and  that  one  am  I.  They  could 
not,  I  acknowledge,  have  a  fee¬ 
bler  advocate  ;  but  while  I  have  a 
tongue  to  fpeak,  or  a  pen  to 
write,  wherever  I  go  I’ll  do  them 
juftice. 

Let  every  man  who  knows  that 
nation  fpeak  of  it  as  he  found  it  ; 
if  he  lived  in  their  intimacy  for 
years  (as  I  did),  and  if  he  found 
them  ill-natured,  ill-mannered, 
treacherous,  and  cowardly,  let 
him  fpeak  his  mind.  I  quarrel 
with  no  man  who  judges  for  him- 
felf,  and  who  {peaks  the  truth. 

But 
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But  let  the  indulgence  I  grant, 
be  granted  to  me  again  ;  and  let 
me  be  permitted  to  tell  the  world, 
that,  however  other  men  may  have 
found  them,  I  found  them  good- 
humoured,  good-natured,  brave, 
polifhed,  frank  and  friendly. 

They  were  rny  friends  faithful  and  juft  to 
me  ; 

But  Brutus  fays  they  are  perfidious  ; 
And  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man. 

1  fpeak  not  todifprove  whttBiutus  fpoke; 
But  here  i  am  to  fpeak  what  I  do  know. 

I  found  them  all  animated  with 
a  defire  to  pleale,  and  always  rea¬ 
dy  to  do  me  every  fervice  in  their 
power.  I  owe  them  a  thoufand 
obligations.  I  had  faults  ;  they 
corre&ed  them  :  I  wanted  know¬ 
ledge  ;  they  informed  me  :  1  was 
rough  ;  they  foftened  me  :  I  was 
Tick  ;  they  vifited  me :  I  was 
vain  ;  they  flattered  me  :  I  had 
need  of  counfe!  ;  they  gave  me 
the  bell  advice :  every  man  has 
reed  of  agreeable  company,  and 
every  man  may  be  fure  to  find  it 
in  France. 

I  could  be  lavifh  m  praife  of 
this  nation  ;  but  I  am  forry  to 
fay,  that  too  many  people  here 
have  prejudices  againd  them,  as 
ridiculous  as  they  are  ill-founded. 
They  defpife  the  French  as  if  they 
were  beings  without  either  fenfe 
or  fentiment  ;  though  their  writ¬ 
ings  and  afiions  fbew  they  are  full 
of  both.  Becaufe  two  dates  have 
different  intereds,  is  that  a  realon 
that  every  individual  belonging  to 
thofe  dates  fhould  promote,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  abilities,  the  intered 
and  glory  of  the  country  to  which 
he  belongs  ?  It  certainly  is.  And 
therefore ,  every  Frenchman  has  the 
fame  merit  in  labouring  with  all 
his  might  for  the  deftruftion  of 


the  Britifh  fleet,  that  every  Eng- 
lifhman  has  in  exerting  all  his 
powers  to  annihilate  the  navy  of 
Trance.  If  a  blad  of  my  breath 
could  fend  all  the  fliips  fhe  has  to 
the  bottom  of  the  fea — Puff— 
They  were  funk,  before  you  could 
dnifh  this  period.  But  is  it  a  rea- 
fon  I  fhould  hate  or  defpife  the 
French,  becaufe  I  am  naturally 
and  neceffarily  the  enemy  of 
France  ? 

Fhe  bed  way  I  think  to  judge 
this  matter  is  to  take  two  other 
rival  nations  ;  Auftria  and  Pruf- 
fia  ;  Athens  and  Sparta.  Here 
you  are  difpamonate ;  your  judg¬ 
ment  will  be  juft.  Do  you  think 
it  the  duty  ©f  a  liberal-minded 
Pruffian  to  defpife  an  Auftrian  ? 
Or,  fhould  a  well-born  Athenian 
deteda  Lacedemonian,  becaufe 
he  is  equally  animated  by  the  fame 
noble  flame  that  warms  himfelf, 
the  love  of  his  country  ?  The  na^ 
tion  which  is  able  to  rival  another, 
proves  herfelf  worthy  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  that  nation  even  by  her  ri- 
vality  ;  and  had  I  no  other  reafon 
to  confider  the  French  as  a  great 
people,  befide  their  being  able  to 
contend  with  England,  that  proof 
for  me  would  be  fufficient. 

But  the  French  are  perfidious 
in  politics .  I  deny  that  they  can 
be  perfidious  with  the  Englifh. 
d  hey  may  be  treacherous,  for 
aught  I  kdow,  with  the  Audrians 
and  the  Spaniards.  There  they 
profefs  friendfhip.  They  are  of 
the  fame  religion,  frequently  in¬ 
termarry,  and  have  frequent  al¬ 
liances.  With  England  France 
has  no  connexion.  She  may  over¬ 
reach  her  in  politics  ;  but  die  ne¬ 
ver  can  deceive  her  by  perfidy  j 
becaufe  die  is  her  uniform  enemy. 
There  23  not  an  infant  that  does 
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not  know,  that  France  ever  was, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  enemy  of 
England.  The  making  a  peace 
is  not  making  a  friend fh ip  ;  and 
the  French  will  not  be  more  the 
friends  of  England  when  this 
peace  is  made,  than  they  were 
live  years  before  the  war  began  ; 
or  than  they  are  now.  The  riva- 
lity  between  the  two  nations  will 
lalt  while  the  nations  lad.  Th%y 
are  httora  littoribus  contraria ,  op- 
pofite  in  every  thing.  It  is  the 
duty  of  France  to  deprefs  Eng¬ 
land,  as  much  as  fhe  can.  It  is 
the  duty  of  England  to  keep  down 
France  as  much  as  is  in  her  power. 
It  is  the  duty  of  both  to  do  juilice 
to  the  other.  This  judice  the 
French  do  render  the  Englifh.  I 
am  forry  1  cannot  fay  the  Englilh 
do  the  fame  by  them.  Every 
clafs  of  men  in  France  praife  the 
people  of  this  country  :  fome,  the 
folidity  of  their  underllanding, 
and  the  extent  of  their  genius  ; 
others,  the  energy  and  vigour  of 
their  character ;  many,  their  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  benevolence  ;  and 
all,  thei  r  courage  and  good  faith. 
While  here  —  but  I  blulh  for  num¬ 
bers,  and  am  afhamed  to  finifh  my 
period. 


Char  after  of  the  French  Ladies 
compared  with  that  of  the  Eng¬ 
lilh.  Frotn  the  fame . 

WOMEN  are  a  fubjeCt  upon 
which  fo  much  has  been 
faid  and  written  by  fo  many  men 
of  abilities,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 


in  ;  or  to  place  them  in  an  atti¬ 
tude,  in  which  they  have  not 
been  already  placed.  But,  talk¬ 
ing  of  a  nation,  if  one  did  not 


fay  fomething  about  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  it,  the  fubjeCf  mud 
appear  mutilated  and  imperfect. 

As  brevity  is  the  foul  of  wit,  f 
floall  be  brief;  and  I  fhall  only 
touch  on  the  principal  points  in 
which  the  women  of  France  dif¬ 
fer  from  thofe  of  other  countries. 

When  a  French  lady  comes  into 
a  room,  the  ftrd  thing  that  drikes 
you  is,  that  fhe  walkes  better, 
holds  herfelf  better,  has  her  head 
and  feet  better  drefled,  her 
cloaths  better  fancied,  and  bet¬ 
ter  put  on,  than  any  woman  you 
have  ever  feen. 

When  fhe  talks,  Ihe  is  the  art 
of  pleahng  perlonified.  Hereyer, 
her  lips,  her  words,  her  geltures, 
are  all  prepoffeffing.  Her  lan¬ 
guage  is  the  language  of  amiable- 
nefs  ;  her  accents  are  the  accents 
of  grace.  She  embellifhes  a  trifle ; 
fhe  intereds  upon  a  nothing  ;  file 
fortens  a  contradiction  ;  fhe  takes 
off  the  infipidnefs  of  a  compliment 
by  turning  it  elegantly  ;  and, 
when  Ihe  has  a  mind,  fhe  fharpens 
and  polifhes  the  point  of  an  epi¬ 
gram  better  than  all  the  women 
in  the  world. 

Her  eyes  fparkle  with  fpirit  } 
the  moll  delightful  Tallies  flafhfrom 
her  fancy  ;  in  telling  a  dory,  fhe 
is  inimitable  ;  the  motions  of  her 
body,\  and  the  accents  of  her 
tongue,  are  equally  genteel  and 
eafy  ;  an  equable  flow  of  foftened 
fprightlinefs  keeps  her  condantly 
good-humoured  and  cheerful ;  and 
the  only  objeCts  of  her  life  are  to 
pleafe  and  to  be  pleafed. 

Her  vivacity  may  fometimes  ap¬ 
proach  to  folly  ;  but  perhaps  it  is 
not  in  her  moments  of  folly  fhe 
is  lead  intereding  and  agreeable. 
Englifh  women  have  many  points 
of  Tuperiority  over  the  French  } 
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the  French  are  fuperior  to  them 
in  many  others.  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  fome  of  thofe  points  in 
other  places.  Here  i  fiiall  only 
fay,  there  is  a  particular  idea  in 
which  no  woman  in  the  world  can 
compare  with  a  drench -woman  ; 
it  is  in  the  power  of  intelle final 
irritation.  She  will  draw  wit  out 
of  a  fool.  She  ftrikes  with  fuch 
addrefs  the  cords  of  felf-love,  that 
(he  gives  unexpected  vigour  and 
agility  to  fancy  ;  and  eleftrifies 
a  body  that  appeared  non-elec¬ 
tric. 

I  have  mentioned  here  the  wo¬ 
men  of  England  ;  and  I  have 
done  wrong.  I  did  not  intend  it 
when  I  began  the  letter.  They 
came  into  my  mind  as  the  only 
women  in  the  world  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  compared  with  thofe  of  France. 
To  fettle  the  fefpeCkive  claims  of 
the  fair  fex  in  thofe  two  countries, 
requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine. 
I  fhall  not  dare  to  examine  it 
even  in  a  fingle  point  ;  nor  pre¬ 
fume  to  determine  whether,  in  the 
important  article  of  beauty,  form 
and  colour  are  to  be  preferred  to 
expreffion  and  grace,  or  whether 
grace  and  expreffion  are  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  preferable  to  comp]  exion 
and  fhape.  I  fhall  not  examine 
whether  the  piquant  of  France  is 
to  be  thought  fuperior  to  the  touch-' 
ant  of  England  ;  or  whether  deep 
fenfibillty  deferves  to  be  preferred 
to  animation  and  wit.  So  im¬ 
portant  a  fubjeCt  requires  a  vo¬ 
lume.  I  (hall  only  venture  to  give 
a  trait.  If  a  goddefs  could  be 
fuppofed  to  be  formed,  compound¬ 
ed  of  Juno  and  Minerva,  that 
goddefs  would  be  the  emblem  of 
the  women  of  this  country.  Ve¬ 
nus,  as  (he  is,  with  all  her  amia- 
bleneffes  and  imperfections,  may 


{land  juftly  enough,  for  an  em¬ 
blem  of  French  women.  1  have 
decided  the  queflion  without  in¬ 
tending  it  ;  for  I  have  given  the 
ference  to  the  women  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

One  point  I  had  forgotten  ;  and 
it  is  a  material  one.  It  is  not  to 
be  difputed  on  ;  for  what  1  am 
going  to  write  is  the  opinion  and 
fentiment  of  the  univerfe.  The 
Englifh  women  are  the  bed  wives 
under  heaven- — and  fhame  be  on 
the  men  who  make  them  bad 
hufbands  ! 


Character  of  the  Italians.  Front 
the  fame. 

\  ^  \ .  A 

MEDIOCRITY  is  rare  here; 

every  thing  is  in  extremes. 
No  where  is  fo  fine  mufic  to  be 
heard  ;  no  where  (except  at  the 
opera  of  Paris)  are  the  ears  fo 
cruelly  tortured  :  the  eyes  are 
charmed  and  tormented  alternate¬ 
ly  by  the  mod  fuperb  and  mod 
detedable  pictures  and  datues.  * 
No  citizens  ;  an  exceffive  luxury 
among  individuals  5  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  mod  abjeCl  mifery. 

It  is  the  fame  in  regard  to  reli¬ 
gion;  you  will  fee  nothing  but  a 
blind  fuperdition  or  determined 
atheids.  But  of  all  the  extremes 
the  mofi  driking  are  thofe  which 
are  obferved  in  the  character  of 
the  nation.  The  Italian,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  exceedingly  good,  or 
wicked  to  a  degree.  There  are 
excellent  hearts  in  this  country  ; 
but,  like  the  great  pictures,  they 
are  Icarce.  Men  are  born  there 
with  drong  paffions,  and,  not  re¬ 
ceiving  any  education,  it  is  not 
adonidiing  that  they  often  commit 
great  crimes.  Under  a  cold  ex¬ 
terior 
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terior  they  conceal  burning  hearts,  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of 
and  their  exterior  is  cold  only  to  the  famous  Poet  Fope  de  Vega  ; 


;  conceal  their  hearts.  Love,  jea- 
loulv,  and  revenue  are  their  ruling* 
pafiions  ;  as  they  think  only  of  the 
fenfual  part  of  love,  and  know* 
well  the  conditutions  of  their 
women,  and  the  wiles  of  their 
rivals,  their  jealoufy  is  always 
awake,  and  their 
placable. 


* 

from  a  Book  entitled  “  Letters 
from  aJi  Englilh  Traveller  in 
Spain,  Lfc. 

Madrid,  sfugujl  ry,  1778. 


revenge  is  lin- 


''""’jT'14  HOUGH  I  perfectly  agre£ 
X  with  you  in  opinion,  relating 
to  our  immortal  Shakefpeare,  yet 
As  to  underftanding,  it  is  near-  I  cannot  refrain  from  doing  that 
ly  the  fame  ;  men  of  talents  form  judice  to  his  contemporary  Lope 
the  large  clafs  ;  there  are  few  de  \  ega  which  his  mod  extraordi- 
fools  ;  and  middling  men  are  very  nary  talents  deferve  ;  I  fnall  there- 
rare.  “  Why  then,  you  will  aik,  fore  attempt  to  give  you  the  cha- 
ido  thefe  men  produce  nothing  ex-  rafter  of  this  great  poet,  which, 
cellent  :  ’  Becaule  they  have  is  no  eafy  tafk  when  his  amazing 
jungoverned  imaginations,  and  no  abilities  are  confidered  ;  however, 
jphilofophy  ;  and  becaufe  good  I  {hall  venture  to  proceed,  as  this 
ttafte  has  not  yet  penetrated  into  will  be  the  lad  latter  I  {hall  write 
fcheir  country.  And  why  has  not  to  you  from  hence, 
jgood  tafte  entered  Italy  ?  Becaufe  Lope  Felix  de  Vega  Carpio; 

tar 

a  Lewis  the  fourteenth. 

Travellers  are  often  midaken 
in  judging  of  the  Italian,efpecially 
the  Neapolitan.  They  think  he 
las  no  fenfe,  becaufe  he  wants 
deas.-  A  man  can  have  but  few 
deas  when  he  has  never  been  out 


has  neither  a  London  nor  a  born  the  25th  of  November,  1762, 
and  becaufe  fhe  never  had  was  the  fon  of  Felix  Vega  de  Car¬ 


pio,  a  gentleman  of  Madrid,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  very- 
good  poet,  a  turn  which  he  ob- 
ferved  with  rapture  in  his  child 
from  its  infancy,  and  which,  the 
fond  parent  cherifhed  with  the 
greateil  delight.  At  five  years  of 
pf  his  own  country,  and  when  he  age  young  Lope  could  read  Spa - 
fas  read  nothing  ;  but  examine  nifh  and  Latin  fluently,-  and  even 
he  Neapolitan  on  all  the  fubjeffs  make  verfes,  which  he  exchanged 
»vith  which  he  is  acquainted,  and  with  his  fchool-fellows  for  pictures 
rou  will  fee  whether  he  wants  na-  and  other  trifles.  His  father, 
ural  capacity.  He  refembles  the  charmed  with  this  furprifing  dawn 
oil  of  his  own  country  :  a  field  of  genius,  fpared  no  pains  to  cul- 
vell  tilled  in  Naples  produces  the 
noil  plentiful  crops  ;  negleffed, 
t  yields  but  briars  and  thiflles. 
t  is  the  fame  with  the  genius  of 
he  inhabitants  ;  cultivated,  it  is 
sapable  of  every  thing  ;  untilled, 
produces  '  only  folly  and 
ce. 


Vol,  XXIV. 


tivate  a  darling  plant,  that  feem- 
ed  to  encourage  the  mod  flatter¬ 
ing  expeftations.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  Lope  was  mafler  of  the 
Latin  tongue  and  the  art  of  rhe-r 
toric  ;  could  dance  and  fence  with 
cafe  and  dexterity,  and  fing  with 
a  tolerable  tade. — Endowed  witly 
thele  accomplilhments,  he  became 
H  an 
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an  orphan  at  his  fir  ft  entrance 
into  the  world,  with  every  preffure 
of  diftrefs,  and  was  taken  into  the 
iervice  of  the  bifhop  of  Avila,  in 
whofe  praife  he  wrote  fevcral  pa- 
ft  orals,  and  made  his  firft  drama¬ 
tic  eflay,  with  a  comedy  entitled 
La  Paftoral  de  Jacinto.  He  foon 
after  quitted  his  patron,  went  to 
the  univerfity  of  Alcala,  where  he 
ftudied  philofopny,  and  took  a 
degree,  then  returned  to  Madrid, 
and  became  fecretary  to  the  duke 
of  Alva,  who  entrufted  him  with 
his  moft  weighty  concern*.  En¬ 
couraged  by  his  new  Mecaenas, 
he  again  turned  his  lyre,  and  fung 
his  praife  in  a  poem  entitled  Ar¬ 
cadia.  About  this  time  he  mar¬ 
ried  Dona  Ifabella  de  Urbina,  a 
lady  of  fafhion,  on  account  of 
whofe  gallantries  he  foon  after 
fought  d  duel,  and  having  griev- 
oufly  wounded  his  antagonift,  fled 
to  Valencia,  where  he  lived  fome 
years  ;  after  which  he  returned 
again  to  Madrid,  where  lofing 
his  wife,  he  felt  himfelf  animated 
with  a  military  ardour,  and  re¬ 
paired  to  Cadiz  to  embark  on 
board  the  great  armada,  fitting 
out  by  Philip  the  fecond,  againft 
Queen  Elizabeth.  In  this  fleet 
he  failed  for  Iftfbon  in  company 
with  his  brother,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Spamfh  navy,  who  loft  his  life 
in  that  expedition.  Our  poet  had 
his  (hare  of  the  misfortunes  of  that 
difappointed  fleet,  and  appeared 
at  Madrid  without  a  Angle  friend, 
became  fecretary  to  the  marquifs 
i)f  Malpica,  and  afterwards  to  the 
count  of  Lemos.  Though  his 
firft  marriage  was  fo  unfuccefsful, 
he  was  in  hopes  of  being  more  for¬ 
tunate  in  that  ftate  with  Dona 
Juana  de  Guardia,  a  lady  of  rank. 


whom  he  foon  after  loft.  Incon- 
folable  at  thcfc  repeated  afflictions, 
he  entered  into  the  ecclefiaftic 
ftate,  was  ordained  a  prieft,  and 
appointed  head  chaplain  to  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  priefts  at  Madrid, 
though  he  ft  ill  courted  the  mufes, 
making  this  the  chief  relaxation 
that  foftened  his  borrows.  He 
was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  poetic 
glory,  and  his  reputation  became 
fo  univerfal,  that  Pope  Urban  the 
eighth  fent  him  the  degree  of  doc¬ 
tor  in  divinity,  and  the  crofs  of 
the  order  of  Malta,  added  to  a 
lucrative  poll  in  the  apoftolic  ex¬ 
chequer,  which  Lope  held  to  his 
death,  which  happened  in  his 
feventy-third  year,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  court,  and  every 
learned  man  in  the  kingdom.  The 
duke  of  Sefa,'  who  was  his  patron 
and  executor,  caufed  him  to  be 
interred  at  his  ,own  expence,  with 
fuch  pomp  and  magnificence  a3 
had  never  been  feen  before  for  a 
private  perfon  ;  the  duke  invited 
all  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
who  attended  in  perfon,  in  token 
of  their  concern  at  the  lofs  of  fo 
diftinguifhed  a  charaCler.  The 
funeral  obfequies  lafted  three  days, 
all  the  clergy  of  the  king’s  chapel 
afiifted,  three  bifhops  officiated 
pontifically,  and  three  of  the  moft 
eloquent  orators  exerted  themfelves 
in  praife  of  the  deceafed,  adding 
new  laurels  to  the  fame  of  Lope  de 
Vega,  with  whom,  when  riving, 
many  princes  gloried  in  being  ac¬ 
quainted.  Pope  Urban  wrote  him 
a  letter  in  anfwer  to  a  dedication 
of  his  poem  in  favour  of  Mary 
queen  of  bcots,  entitled  Corona 
tragica  de  Maria  Stuardo .  Car¬ 
dinal  Barbarini  held  a  very  intimate 
correfpondence  with  him,  as  did 

many 
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many  other  cardinals  and  noble¬ 
men,  who  courted  his  friendfhip. 
When  he  walked  in  the  ftreets,  he 
was  gazed  upon  and  followed  as  a 
prodigy  ;  he  was,  moreover,  load¬ 
ed  with  prefents,  and  by  the  rapid 
fale  of  his  numerous  works,  foon 
amafled  a  confiderable  fortune, 
and  acquired  a  capital  of  150,000 
ducats,  befides  his  annual  income 
of  fifteen  hundred  ducats,  a  riling: 
out  of  his  benefices  and  employ¬ 
ments,  fo  great  was  the  fertility 
of  his  genius,  the  amazing  readi- 
nefs  of  his  wit  and  rapidity  of 
thought,  added  to  his  animated 
expreffion,  that  perhaps  there  ne¬ 
ver  was  a  poet  in  the  world,  either 
ancient  or  modern,  that  could  be 
compared;to  him. — His  lyric  com- 
pofitions  and  fugitive  pieces,  with 
his  profe  effays,  form  a  collection 
of  fifty  volumes,  befides  his  dra¬ 
matic  works,  which  make  twenty- 
fix  volumes  more  ;  exclufive  of 
four  hundred  fcriptural  dramatic 
pieces,  called  in  Spain  Autvs  Sa- 
cramentaler ,  all  which  were  fuc- 
cefiively  brought  on  the  ilage  ; 
and  what  is  itill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  fpeaking  of  his  printed 
works,  in  one  of  his  paftorials  to 
Claudio,  he  fays,  they  form  the 
lead  part  of  what  (till  remained 
in  his  clofet.  It  appears  from  his 
own  authority*  that  he  ufed  con- 
ftantly  to  write  five  Iheets  a  day, 
which  multiplied  by  the  days  of 
his  life,  would  make  133,225 
Iheets  ;  then  reckoning:  the  num- 
her  of  verfes  correiponding  to  each 
fheet,  it  will  appear  that,  exclu¬ 
five  of  profe,  he  wrote  21,31 6,000 
verfes,  an  unheard  of  exertion 
and  facility  of  verfification  !  Our 
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author  poifeifing  an  inexhauftible 
fund,  which,  like  the  fire  of  Vefu- 
vius,  continually  afforded  new. mat- 
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ter,  and  blazed  out  inceffantly. 
So  extraordinary  was  the  rapidity 
of  his  genius,  he  would  often  finifh 
a  play  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
fome  comedies  in  lefs  than  live 
hours,  with  as  much  correCtnefs 
and  elegance  in  his  verfe,  as  the 
moft  laboured  pieces  of  other 
writers  of  his  time.  Such  was  the 
contemporary  ot  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
Shakcdpeare,  and  Spencer  ;  in  his 
Laurel  de  A pollo\xt  has  celebrated 
all  the  good  poets  of  his  time,  but 
none  were  more  univerfally  pralfed 
from  all  parts  than  himfelf  ;  his 
furpriling  faculties  were  fuch,  that 
in  his  dramatic  pieces  he  broke 
through  all  rule3  of  art,  yet  fuch 
was  his  fuccefs,  that  he  was  con- 
ftantly  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
and  drew  perpetual  burfts  of  ap- 
plaufe. — It  was  not  his  fault  if  his 
fuccelfors  had  not  his  talents  to 
conceal  their  defers,  and  only 
imitated  his  imperfections,  render¬ 
ing  the  Spanilh  Drama  infupport- 
able  when  deprived  of  the  beauties 
of  Lope  ;  this  was  forefeen  by 
Cefvantes,  who  reproaches  our 
poet  with  deftroying  the  rules  of 
the  drama,  as  laid  down  by  the 
ancients,  in  order  to  court  popu¬ 
lar  applaufe  ;  to  obtain  which  he 
loft  fight  of  every  idea  of  nature 
or  good  tafte,  adding,  that  the 
probability  of  fable  dwindled  in 
his  hands,  and  was  wafted  away 
by  the  enchanting  magic  of  verfe  ; 
ail  unity  of  time  and  place  was 
annihilated  ;  his  heroes  came  out 
of  their  cradles,  and  wandered 
from  eaft  or  weft  as  lovers  or  com¬ 
batants,  put  on  the  cowl  of  monks, 
died  in  cloifters,  and  worked  mi¬ 
racles  on  the  ftage.  The  feene  is 
tranfported  fromltaly  to  Flanders, 
and  as  eafily  ftiifted  from  Valen¬ 
cia  to  Mexico.  Footmen  difeourfe 
D  a  like 
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like  courtiers,  princes  like  bullies, 
and  ladies  like  chambermaids.  The 
adlors  appear  in  legions,  often 
feventy  at  a  time,  and  clofe  with 
numerous  procefllons,  which  are 
Hill  kept  up  with  us,  as  well  as 
opening  graves,  and  burying  the 
dead,  performing  the  mod;  awful 
rites  of  mortality  by  way  of  amufe- 
ment,  which  for  my  part  I  mud: 
own  makes  my  heart  recoil  at  the 
difmal  fight  ;  nor  can  the  mod: 
captivating  language  of  Shake- 
fpeare  overcome  my  feelings  at 
this  glaring  indecorum. 

So  fenfible  was  Lope  of  the 
wildnefs  of  his  imagination,  and 
how  wantonly  he  fported  with  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  that 
fpeaking  of  himfelf,  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  his  fault  in  the  following 
words  : 

Mas  ninguno  de  todos  llamar  puedo 
Mas  barbaro  que  yo,pues  contra  el  arte 
Me  atrevo  a  dar  preceptos,  y  me  dexo 
Llevar  de  la  vulgar  corriente,  a  donde 
Me  llaman  ignorante,  Italia  y  Francia. 

And  again, 

V  efcrivo  por  el  arte,  que  inventaro^i 
Lo  que  el  vulgar  aplaufo  pretendieroh 
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Pqrque  corao  los  paga  elvulgo,  esj ufto 
Hablarle  en  necio,  para  darie  guile. 


That  is,  (t  that  he  was  fenfible  of 
the  reproaches  Italy  and  France 
would  make  him  for  breaking 
through  all  rules  to  pleafe  the  ig¬ 
norant  public,  but  fince  it  was 
they  that  paid  for  it,  they  had  a 
right  to  be  pleafed  in  their  own 
way.’5 

I  have  now  given  you  both  fides 
of  the  queflion,  refpecfling  this 
great  man  ;  were  I  to  fpeak  to 
you  of  his  perlonal  virtues,  they 
are  yet  fuperior  to  his  literary 
talents.  His  benevolence  and 
charity  towards  the  indigent  and 
dift  refled  was  fo  great,  that  he  al¬ 
ways  extended  his  hand  to  the 
needy,  infomuch  that  notwith- 
Handing  his  confiderable  fortune 
and  income,  not  more  than  fix 
thoufand  ducats  were  found  at  his 
death. — O  illuHrious  bard,  if  an 
Englilhman  is  not  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  juflice  to  thy  poetial  num¬ 
bers,  and  the  harmony  of  thy 
verfe,  accept  at  leaH  of  this  tribute 
to  the  goodnefs  of  thy  heart. 
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Natural  Hiflory  and  Defcriptdon  of 
the  Tyger-Cat  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  by  John  Reinhold 
Forfler,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.  and  A .  $. 
from  VqL  71 ft  of  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tcaufactions. 

FEW  tribes  of  quadrupeds  have 
in  Africa  more  reprefentatives 
of  their  different  fpecies  than  that 
of  the  cat.  The  genus  of  ante¬ 
lopes  may  perhaps  be  excepted, 
fince  to  '  my  knowledge,  about 
twenty  different  ghazels  and  ante¬ 
lopes  are  to  be  met  with  in  Africa  ; 
but  no  more  than  about  eip-ht  or 
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nine  of  the  cat  tribe  have  hitherto 
been  difcovered  on  that  continent. 
However,  I  know  about  twenty- 
one  different  fpecies  of  this  great 
clafs;  and,  I  fuppofe,  thefe  by  no 
means  exhauif  this  numerous  tribe. 

The  greater  and  more  numerous 
the  different  genera  of  animals  are, 
the  more  difficult  it  mufl  be  to  the 
natural  hiftorian  properly  to  ar¬ 
range  the  whole  of  fuch  an  exten- 
five  divifion  of  animals,  efpeciafly 
it  they  are  not  equally  well  known. 
To  form  new  genera,  in  order  to 
difpofe  and  arrange  them  under, 
is  a  remedy  which  increafes  the  evil 
inflead  of  curing  it.  The  bed 
method,  therefore,  which  can  be 
devifed,  is  to  make  great  divifions 
in  each  genus,  comprehending 
thofe  fpecies  which,  on  account  of 


fome  common  relation  or  charac¬ 
ter,  have  a  greater  affinity  to  one 
another.  The  genus  of  cat,  to 
which  the  animal  belongs  we  are 
going  to  fpeak  of  more  at  large, 
offers  three  very  eafv  and  natural 
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fubdivifions.  The  firfl  compre¬ 
hends  animals  related  to  the  cat 
tribe,  with  long  hair  or  manes  on 
their  necks  ;  fecondly,  fuch  as 
have  remarkable  long  tails  with¬ 
out  any  marks  of  a  mane  on  their 
necks;  laftly,  fuch  as  have  abrufh 
of  hair  on  the  tips  of  their  ears, 
and  fhorter  tails  than  the  lecond 
fubdivifion.  The  firfl  might  be 
called  in  Latin  Feles  jubatce  ; 
the  fecond  fubdivifion  fhould  be 
named  JElures  ;  and  the  third  and 
lafl,  Lynces.  To  the  firfl  fubdi¬ 
vifion  the  lion  and  the  hunting 
leopard  or  Indian  chittah,  belong. 
The  fecond  fubdivifion  confifts  of 
the  tyger,  the  panther,  the  leo¬ 
pard,  the  ounce,  the  puma,  the 
jaguar-ete,  the  jaguara,  the  oce¬ 
lot,  the  gingy  of  Congo,  the  Ma- 
rakaya,  the  tyger-cat  of  the  Cape 
or  the  ’nfuffi  of  Congo,  the  Tibe¬ 
tan  tyger-cat  which  I  faw  at  Pe- 
terfburg,  the  common  bufh-cat  of 
the  Cape  ;  and  laftly,  the  wild 
cat,  and  its  domeftic  varieties. 
To  the  third  divifion  belong  the 
lynx,  the  caracal,  the  ferval,  the 
bay  lynx,  and  the  gliaus  of  Pro? 
feffor  Guldenftcdt. 

V  3 
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Since  it  is  quite  foreign  to  my 
purpofe  to  fpeak  of  thofe  fpecies 
which  are  known  already  to  the 
naturaliil,  I  confine  myfeif  to  that 
fpecies  only  whicli  hitherto  has 
been  imperfedly  known  to  natu- 
ralifts. 

The  firfl:  notice  we  had  of  the 
Cape  cat  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
met  with  in  Rabat  s  Relation  Hif- 
torique  de  /’  Rthiopie  occidentals , 
tom.  I.  p.  177.  taken  as  is  fup- 
pofed  from  Father  Carazzi.  Labat 
mentions  there  the  ’nfuffi  ;  a  kind 
of  wild  cat  of  the  fize  of  a  dog, 
with  a  coat  as  much  itriped  and 
varied  as  that  of  a  tyger.  Its  ap¬ 
pearance  befpeaks  cruelty,  and  its 
eyes  ficrcenefs;  but  it  is  cowardly, 
and  gets  its  prey  only  by  cunning 
and  infidious  arts.  AW  thefe  cha¬ 
racters  are  perfectly  applicable  to 
the  Cape  cat,  and  it  feems  the 
animal  is  found  in  all  parts  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  from  Congo  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  an  extent  oi  coun¬ 
try  of  about  eleven  degrees  of  la¬ 
titude.  Kolbe,  in  his  Prefent 
State  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
vol.  II.  p.  127.  (of  the  Knglifti 
edition)  fpeaks  of  a  tyger  bufh- 
cat,  which  he  defcribcs  as  the 
larp-efi:  of  all  the  wild  cats  of  the 
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Cape  countries,  and  is  fpotted 
fomething  like  a  tyger.  A  Ain 
of  this  animal  was  feen  by  Mr. 
Pennant  in  a  furrier’s  (hop  in  Lon¬ 
don,  who  thoucrht  it  came  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  from 
this  Ain  Mr.  Pennant  o;nve  the  fir  it 
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vlefcriptiqja  which  could  be  of  any 
Utility  to  a  natural  hiftorian.  All 
the  other  authors  mention  this 
animal  in  a  vague  manner.  When 
I  and  my  fon  touched  the  fecund 
tame  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
fn  the  year  x 775,  an  animal  of 
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this  fpecies  was  offered  me  to 
purchafe ;  but  I  refufed  buying 
it  becaufe  it  had  a  broken  leg, 
which  made  me  apprehenfive  of 
lofing  it  by  death  during  the  pai- 
fage  from  the  Cape  to  London, 
It  was  very  gentle  and  tame.  It 
was  brought  in  a  baAet  to  my 
apartment,  where  I  kept  it  above 
four  and  twenty  hours,  which  gave 
me  the  opportunity  of  defcribing 
it,  and  of  obfervinp;  its  manners 
and  ceconomy  ;  as  it  did  to  my 
fon  that  of  making  a  very  accurate 
drawing  of  it. 

After  a  moft  minute  examina¬ 
tion,  1  found  its  manners  and 
ceconomy  perfectly  analogous  to 
thofe  of  our  domeftic  cats.  It 
ate  freA  raw  meat,  and  was  very 
much  attached  to  its  feeders  and 
benefactors  :  though  it  had  broke 
the  fore-leg  by  accident,  it  ne- 
verthelefs  was  very  eafy.  After  it 
had  been  feveral  times  fed  by  me, 
it  foon  followed  me  like  a  tame 
favourite  cat.  It  liked  to  be 
ftroked  and  careffed  ;  it  rubbed 
its  head  and  back  always  againft 
the  perfon’s  deaths  who  fed  it, 
and  defired  to  be  made  much  of. 
It  purred  as  our  domeftic  cats  do 
when  they  are  pleafed.  .  It  had 
been  taken  when  quite  young  in 
the  woods,  and  was  not  above 
eight  or  nine  months  old  ;  I  can* 
however,  pofitively  aver,  having 
feen  many  Ains  of  full-grown 
tyger-cats,  that  it  had  already  very 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  attained  its 
full  growth.  I  was  told,  that  the 
tyger-cats  live  in  mountainous  and 
woody  tradls,  and  that  in  their 
wild  ftate  they  are  very  great  de- 
ftroyers  of  hares,  rabbits,  yerbuas, 
young  antelopes,  lambkins,  and 
of  all  the  feathered  tribe. 

DESCRIP- 
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NATURAL 

Dzscriptio  Felis  Cap  em  sis. 

Fell’s  cauda  fub-elongata,  annu- 
lata  ;  corpore  fulvo,  fupra  ma- 
culis  virgatis  infa'a  orbiculari- 
bus,  auriculis  nigris,  macula 
lunata  alba. 

5  NfuJJi.  Labat  Ethiopic.  Occi¬ 
dent.  tom.  I.  p.  177. 

’Tyger  Bofch'katten.  Kolbe  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  vol.  II.  p.  127. 
(Engl,  edit.) 

Cage -cat.  Pennant  Syn.  Quadrup. 
p.  1  81.  (  1  ft  edit.) 

Corpus  magnitudine  Felis  Cati  fyl - 
vejlris  vel  paulo  majus.  In  ge- 
nere  fupra  colore  pallide  fulvo, 
fubtus  e  cinereo  albo,  maculis 
atris. 

(P/7i  apice  pallide  fulvi,  bafi  albi.) 

Capus  Rojlro  magis  acuto,  quam 
F.  Cati,  albo;  in  labio  fupe* 
rior  prope  angulum  riftus  ma¬ 
cula  orbiculata,  nigra.  Nares 
nudae,  atras.  Myftaces  plurium 
ordinum  in  labio  fuperiore  et 
fupra  oculos  validse,  alba^  et 
fulvas.  Oculi  figura  fere  trian- 
guli  fphasrici,  latere  anteriore 
perpendiculari  ;  Irides  flavas. 
Pupilla  orbicularis,  diurna  (ne 
ut  in  F.  Cato  perpendiculari 
rima  lemnifcata.)  Lingua  re- 
trofum  aculeata.  IDentis  acuti 
ut  in  cogeneribus. 

Linea  albida  utrinque  nafo  paral¬ 
lel,  ad  interiora  oculorum  la- 
tera.  Linea  nigra  paullulum 
convergens  a  cantho  anteriore 
oculorum  defcendit  in  nafum  ; 
alia  dua  nigra  fupra  oculos  in¬ 
fra  convergentes,  inque  frontem 
afcendentes  ;  praeterea  in  capite 
punda  et  lineola  nigra  plures 
fparfae. 

Auricula  amplae,  longitudine  fere 
capitis,  ©vatse,  fuberedtas,  intus 
villofae,  ochroleucas ;  extus  ni- 
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gra,  macula  lunata,  tranfverfa 
alba.  Margo  exterior  facculo 
membranaceo  nudo,  lobato. 

Corpus  ovaturn,  elegans.  Linea 
atra  longitudinalcs  quatuor  in 
cervice  inter  aurium  bafes  orfae, 
in  interrupts;  Super  iorala- 

terum obtinent  maculae  oblongae, 
lineares,  obliquae.  Inferior  si  la- 
tenon  maculis  rotundis  fparfis. 
Abdomen  e  cinereo  album,  ma¬ 
culis  rotundis  parvis,  fparfis, 
nigris. 

Pedes  omnes  fuperne  fubfafciati, 
extremitatibus  pundtis  numero¬ 
us,  nigris  confperfi.  Digiti 
quinque  felini.  Ungues  modici, 
retradtiles,  nigri. 

Cauda  attingit  balin  tarfi,  annulia 
circiter  odlo  vel  decern  nigria 
cindfa. 

M  E  N  S  U  R  JE. 

Uncise  peJ.  Ang!. 

Ab  apice  roftri  ad  bafin  can  d  as  1 

Cauda  -  8 

r 

Caput  longum  4 

Auriculae  margine  exteriore  3 

Pedes  anteriores  a  cubito  -  7 

Pedes  poftici  (tarfi  fcilicet)  4^ 


An  Account  of  the  Ganges  and 
Burrampooter  Rivers.  By  James 
Rennell,  Lfq;  F.  R.  S.  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Jofeph  Banks,  Ffq. 
P.  R.  S.from  Vol.  I.XXI.  of  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions. 

i 

THE  Ganges  and  Burram¬ 
pooter  rivers,  together  with 
their  numerous  branches  and  ad- 
jundts,  interfe£l  the  country  of 
Bengal  in  fuch  a  variety  of  direc¬ 
tions,  as  to  form  the  inolt  com¬ 
plete  and  eafy  inland  navigation 
that  can  be  conceived.  So  equally 
and  admirably  diffufed  are  thofe 
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natural  canals,  over  a  country 
that  approaches  nearly  to  a  perfeCt 
plane,  that,  after  excepting  the 
lands  contiguous  to  Burdwan, 
Birboom,  <ft  c.  (which  all  together 
do  not  con.ftitute  a  fixth  part  of 
Bengal)  we  may  fairly  pronounce, 
that  every  other  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  liasv  even  in  the  dry  feafon, 
home  navigable  lire  am  within  25 
miles  at  fartheft,  and  more  com¬ 
monly  within  a  third  part  cf  that 
diftance. 

It  is  iuppofed,  that  this  inland 
navigation  gives  ccnftant  employ¬ 
ment  to  30,000  boatmen.  Nor 
will  it  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
known,  that  all  the  fait,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  food  con- 
fumed  by  ten  millions  of  people, 
are  conveyed  by  water  within  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies.  To  thefe  mult  be  added, 
the  tranfport  of  the  commercial 
exports  and  imports,  probably  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  fter- 
ling  per  annum  ;  the  interchange 
of  manufactures  and  products 
throughout  the  whole  country  ; 
the  fifheries  ;  and  the  article  of 
travelling. 

Thefe  rivers,  which  a  late  inge¬ 
nious  gentleman  aptly  termed 
lifters  and  rivals  (he  might  have 
faid  twin  lifters,  from  the  conti¬ 
guity  of  their  fprings),  exactly  re- 
femble  each  other  in  length  of 
courfe  ;  in  bulk,  until  they  ap¬ 
proach  the  fea  ;  in  the  fmoothnefs 
and  colour  of  their  waters  ;  in  the 
appearance  of  their  borders  and 
i /lands  ;  and,  finally,  '  in  the 
height  to  which  their  floods  rife 
with  the  periodical  rains.  Of 
the  two,  Burrampooter  is  the 
largell  ;  but  the  difference  is  not 
obvious  to  the  eye.  They  are 
row  well  known  to  derive  their 


fources  from  the  vaft  mountains  of 
Thibet ;  from  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceed  in  oppoflte  directions  ;  the 
Ganges  feeking  the  plains  of  Hin- 
dooltan  (or  Indoftan)  by  the  weft  ; 
and  the  Burrampooter  by  the 
eaft  ;  both  purfuing  the  early 
part  of  their  courfe  through  rug¬ 
ged  vallies  and  deflies,  and  feldom 
viliting  the  habitations  of  men. 
The  Ganges,  after  wandering 
about  750  miles  through  thefe 
mountainous  rep-ions,  iffues  forth 

.  O  ' 

a  deity  to  the  fuperftitious,  yet 
gladdened,  inhabitant  of  Hin¬ 
doo/tan.  From  Hurdwar  (or 
Hurdoar)  in  latitude  30°,  where 
it  gullies  through  an  opening  in 
the  mountains,  it  flows  with  a 
fmooth  navigable  ftream  through 
delightful  pla  ins  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  its  courfe  to  the  fea 
(which  is  about  1350  miles)  dif- 
fuflng  plenty  immediately  by 
means  of  its  living  productions  ; 
and  fecondarily  by  enriching  the 
adjacent  lands,  and  affording  an 
eaiy  means  of  tranfport  for  the 
productions  of  its  borders.  In  a 
military  view,  it  opens  a  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  different 
polls,  and  ferves  in  the  capacity 
of  a  Military  <ivay  through  the 
country  ;  renders  unneceffary  the 
forming  of  magazines;  and  infi¬ 
nitely  furpaffes  the  celebrated  in¬ 
land  navigation  of  North  Ameri¬ 
ca,  where  the  carrying  places  not 
only  obftruCt  the  progrefs  of  an 
army,  but  enable  the  adverfary  to 
determine  his  place  and  mode  of 
attack  with  certainty. 

I11  its  courfe  through  the  plains, 
it  receives  eleven  rivers,  fome  of 
which  are  equal  to  the  Rhine,  and 
none  fmaller  than  ,  the  Thames, 
befides  as  many  others  of  leffer 
note.  It  is  owing  to  this  vaft  in- 
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flux  of  dreams,  that  the  Ganges 
exceeds  the  Nile  fo  greatly  in  point 
of  magnitude,  whild  the  latter  ‘ 
exceeds  it  in  length  of  courfe  by 
one-third.  Indeed  the  Ganges  is 
inferior  in  this  lad  refpeCt  to  many 
of  the  northern  rivers  of  Alia  ; 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  di (charges  as  much  or  more 
water  than  any  of  them,  becaufe 
thofe  rivers  do  not  lie  within  the 
limits  of  the  periodical  rains. 

The  bed  of  the  Ganges  is,  as 
may  be  fuppofed,  very  unequal  in 
point  of  width.  From  its  fil'd 
■arrival  in  the  plains  at  Hurdwar, 
to  the  conflux  of  the  Jumnah  (the 
fird  river  of  note  that  joins  it)  its 
bed  is  generally  from  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  wide  ;  and, 
compared  with  the  latter  part  of 
its  courfe,  tolerably  draight.  From 
hence,  downward,  its  courfe  be¬ 
comes  more  winding,  and  its  bed 
confequejntly  wider,  till,  having 
alternately  received  the  waters  of 
the  Gogra,  Soane,  and  Gunduck, 
befides  many  fmaller  dreams,  its 
bed  has  attained  its  full  width  ; 
although,  during  the  remaining 
600  miles  of  its  courfe  it  receives 
many  other  principal  dreams. 
Within  this  fpace  it  is,  in  the  nar¬ 
rowed  parts  of  its  beds,  half  a  mile 
wide,  and  in  the  wided,  three 
miles  ;  and  that,  in  places  where 
no  iflands  intervene.  The  dream 
within  this  Ted  is  always  either 
incrfcafingordecreafing,  according 
to  the  feafon.  When  at  its  low-* 
ed  (which  happens  in  April)  the 
principal  channel  varies  from  400 
yards  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  ;  but 
is  commonly  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile. 

The  Ganges  is  fordable  in  fome 
places  above  the  conflux  of  the 
Jumnah,  but  the  navigation  is 
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never  interrupted.  Below  that, 
the  channel  is  of  confiderable 
depth,  for  the  additional  dreams 
bring  a  greater  acceffipn  of  depth 
than  width.  At  500  miles  from 
the  fea,  the  channel  is  thirty  feet 
deep  when  the  river  is  at  its  low¬ 
ed  ;  and  it  continues  at  lead  this 
depth  to  the  fea,  where  the  hidden 
expanfion  of  the  dream  deprives  it 
of  the  force  neceffary  to  fweep 
away  the  bars  of  fand  and  mud 
thrown  acrofs  it  by  the  drong 
foutherly  winds;  fo  that  the  prin- 
cipal  branch  of  the  Ganges  can¬ 
not  be  entered  by  large  veffels. 

About  220  miles  from  the  fea 
(but  300  reckoning  the  windings 
of  the  river)  commences  the  head 
of  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges,  which 
is  confiderably  more  than  twice 
the  area  of  that  of  the  Nile.  The 
two  wedernmod  branches,  named 
the  Coffimbuzar  and  Jellinghv 
rivers,  unite  and  form  what  is  af¬ 
terwards  named  the  Hoogly  River, 
which  is  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and 
the  only  branch  of  the  Ganges 
that  is  commonly  navigated  by 
{hips.  The  Coffimbuzar  River  is 
almod  dry  from  October  to  May; 
and  the  Jellinghy  River  (although 
ar  dream  runs  in  it  the  whole  year) 
is  in  fome  years  unnavigable  du¬ 
ring- two  or  three  of  the  dry  eft 
months  ;  fo  that  the  only  fubordi- 
nate  branch  of  the  Ganges,  that  is 
at  all  times  navigable,  is  the 
Chundagh  River,  which  feparates 
at  Moddapour,  and  terminates  in 
the  Hooringotta. 

That  part  of  the  Delta  border¬ 
ing  on  the  fea,  is  compofed  of  a 
labyrinth  of  rivers  and  creeks,  all 
of  which  are  fait,  except  thofe 
that  immediately  communicate 
with  the  principal  arm  of  the 
Ganges.  This  fradt,  known  by 
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the  name  of  the  Woods,  or  Sun- 
derbunds,  is  in  extent  equal  to 
the  principality  of  Wales;  and  is 
io  completely  enveloped  in  woods, 
and  infefted  with  tygers,  that  if 
any  attempts  have  ever  been  made 
to  clear  it  (as  is  reported)  they 
have  hitherto  mifcarried.  Its  nu¬ 
merous  canals  are  fo  difpofed  as  to 
form  a  compleat  inland  navigation 
throughout  and  acrofs  the  lower 
part  of  the  Delta,  without  either 
the  delay  of  going  round  the  head 
of  it,  or  the  hazard  of  putting  to 
fea.  Here  fait,  in  quantities  equal 
to  the  whole  confumption  of  Ben¬ 
gal  and  its  dependencies,  is  made 
and  tranfported  with  equal  facili¬ 
ty  :  and  here  alfo  is  found  an  in- 
exhauftible  fiore  of  timber  for 
boat-building.  The  breadth  of 
the  lower  part  of  this  Delta  is 
upwards  of  180  miles;  to  which, 
if  we  add  that  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  river  that  bound  it,  we 
fhall  have  about  200  miles  for  the 
difiance  to  which  the  Ganges  ex¬ 
pands  its  branches  at  its  junction 
with  the  fea. 

Ithasbeenobferved  before,  that 
the  courfe  of  this  river,  from 
Hurdwar  to  the  fea,  is  through 
an  uniform  plain,  or,  at  leaft, 
what  appears  fuch  to  the  eye  : 
for  the  declivity  is  much  too  fmall 
to  be  perceptible.  A  fedtion  of 
the  ground,  parallel  to  one  of  its 
branches,  in  length  60  miles,  was 
taken  by  order  of  Mr.  Haflings  ; 
and  it  was  found  to  have  about 
nine  inches  defcent  in  each  mile, 
reckoning  in  a  ftraight  line,  and 
allowance  being  made  for  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  the  earth.  But  the 
windings  of  the  river  were  fo  great 
as  to  reduce  the  declivity  on  which 
the  water  ran,  to  lefs  than  four 
inches  per  mile  ;  and  by  a  compa- 


rifon  of  the  velocity  of  the  fiream 
at  the  place  of  experiment  with 
that  in  other  places,  I  have  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  its  general 
defcent  exceeds  it. 

The  medium  rate  of  motion  of 
the  Ganges  is  lefs  than  three  miles 
an  hour  in  the  dry  months.  In 
the  wet  feafon,  and  during  the 
draining  off  of  the  waters  from  the 
inundated  lands,  the  current  runs 
from  five  to  fix  miles  an  hour  ; 
but  there  are  in  fiances  of  its  run¬ 
ning  feven,  and  even  eight  miles, 
in  particular  fituations,  and  under 
certain  circumftances.  I  have  an  ' 
experiment  of  my  own  on  record, 
in  which  firy  boat  was  carried  56 
miles  in  eight  hours,  and  that 
againft  fo  ftrong  a  wind,  that  the 
boat  had  evidently  no  progreffive 
motion  through  the  water. 

When  we  confider,  that  the 
velocity  of  the  fiream  is  three  miles 
in  one  feafon,  and  five  or  more  in 
the  other,  on  the  fame  defcent  of 
four  inches  per  mile  ;  and,  that 
the  motion  of  the  inundation  is 
only  half  a  mile  per  hour,  on  a 
much  greater  defcent  ;  no  further 
proof  is  required  how  fmall  the 
proportion  of  velocity  is,  that  the 
delcent  communicates.  It  is  then, 
to  the  impetus  originating  at  the 
fpring  head,  or  at  the  place  where 
adventitious  waters  are  poured  in, 
and  fucceffively  communicated  to 
every  part  of  the  fiream,  that  we 
are  principally  to  attribute  the 
velocity,  which  is  greater  or  lefier, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  water 
poured  in. 

In  common,  there  is  found  on 
one  fide  of  the  river  an  almofi  per¬ 
pendicular  bank,  more  or  lefs  ele¬ 
vated  above  the  fiream,  according 
to  the  fealon,  and  with  deep  water 
near  it :  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  a 
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bank,  fhelving  away  fo  gradually 
as  to  occafion  (hallow  water  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  margin. 
This  is  more  particularly  the  cafe 
in  the  mod  winding  parts  of  the 
river,  becaufe  the  very  operation 
of  winding  produces  the  deep  and 
(helving  banks  :  for  the  current  is 
always  ftrongeft  on  the  external 
fide  of  the  curve  formed  by  the 
ferpentine  courfe  of  the  river  ; 
and  its  continual  action  on  the 
banks  either  undermines  them,  or 
wafhes  them  down.  In  places 
where  the  current  is  remarkably 
rapid,  or  the  foil  uncommonly 
loofe,  l'uch  tracls  of  land  are  fwept 
away  in  the  courfe  of  one  feafon, 
as  would  aftonifh  thofe  who  have 
not  been  eye-witneffes  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  and  force  of  the  mighty 
dreams  occafioned  by  the  periodi¬ 
cal  rains  of  the  tropical  regions. 
This  neceffarily  produces  a  gra¬ 
dual  change  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river  ;  what  is  loft  on  one  fide  be- 
ing  gained  on  the  other,  by  the 
mere  opperation  of  the  dream :  for 
the  fallen  pieces  of  the  bank  dif- 
folve  quickly  into  muddy  fand, 
which  is  hurried  away  by  the  cur¬ 
rent  along  the  border  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  to  the  point  from  whence  the 
river  runs  off  to  form  the  next 
reach,  where  the  dream  growing 
weak,  it  finds  a  reding  place,  and 
helps  to  form  a  fiielving  bank, 
which  commences  at  the  point, 
and  extends  downwards,  along  the 
fide  of  the  fucceeding  reach. 

To  account  for  the  flacknefs  of 
the  current  at  the  point,  it  is  ne- 
celfary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftrong¬ 
eft  part  of  it,  indead  of  turning 
fhort  round  the  point,  preferves 
for  fome  time  the  direction  giyen 
it  by  the  lad  deep  bank,  and  is 
accordingly  thrown  obliquely 


acrofs  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the 
bay  on  the  oppofite  fide,  andpur- 
fues  its  courfe  along  it,  till  the 
intervention  of  another  point  a« 
gain  obliges  it  to  change  fides. 

In  thofe  few  parts  of  the  river 
that  are  ftraieht,  the  banks  un- 
dergo  the  lead  alteration,  as  the 
current  runs  parallel  to  them  ; 
but  the  lead  inflexion  of  courfe 
has  the  ede£!  of  throwing  the  cur¬ 
rent  Againft  the  bank  ;  and  if  this 
happens  in  a  part  where  the  foil 
is  compofed  of  loofe  fand,  it  pro¬ 
duces  in  time  a  ferpentine  wind¬ 
ing. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  repeated 
additions  made  to  the  (helving 
bank  before  mentioned,  become 
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in  time  an  encroachment  on  the 
'channel  of  the  river  ;  and  this  is 
again  counter-balanced  by  the  de¬ 
predations  made  on  the  oppofite 
deep  bank,  the  fragments  of  which 
either  bring  about  a  repetition  of 
the  circumdances  above  recited, 
or  form  a  bank  or  (hallow  in  the 
midd  of  the  channel.  Thus  a 
deep  and  a  dielving  bank  are  al¬ 
ternately  formed  in  the  crooked 
parts  of  the  river  (the  deep  one 
being  the  indeiited.  fide,  and  the 
(helving  one  the  projecting)  ;  and 
thus,  a  continual  fluctuation  of 
courfe  is  induced  in  all  the  wind¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  river;  each  me¬ 
ander  having  a  perpetual  tenden¬ 
cy  to  deviate  more  and  more  from 
the  line  of  the  general  courfe  of 
the  river,  by  eating  deeper  into 
bays,  and  at  the  fame  time 
adding  to  the  points,  till  either 
the  oppofite  bays  meet,  or  the 
dream  breaks  through  the  narrow 
idhmus,  and  redores  a  temporary 
draightnefs  to  the  channel. 

Several  of  the  windings  of  the 
Ganges  and  its  branches  are  fad 

approach- 
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approaching  to  this  ftate  ;  and  in 
others,  it  aCluicilly'cxifts  at  prefent. 
The  experience  of  thefe  changes 
fliould  operate  againft  attempting 
canals  of  any  length,  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  I  much 
doubt,  if  any  in  the  lower  parts 
would  long  continue  navigable. 
During  eleven  years  of  my  refi- 
dence  in  Benp-al,  the  outlet  or 
head  of  the  Jellinghy  River  was 
gradually  removed  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  farther  down  :  and  by 
two  furveys  of  a  part  of  the  adja¬ 
cent  bank  of  the  Ganges,  taken 
about  the  diftance  of  nine  years 
from  each  other,  it  appeared  that 
the  breadth  of  an  Englifh  mile 
and  a  half  had  been  taken  away. 
This  is,  however,  the  mod  rapid 
change  that  I  have  noticed  ;  a 
mile  in  ten  or  twelve  years  being 
the  ufual  rate  of  encroachment,  in 
places  where  the  current  ftrikes 
with  the  greatefl  force,  namely, 
where  two  adjoining  reaches  ap¬ 
proach  neared  to  a  right  angle. 
In  fuch  filiations  it  not  unfre- 
quently  excavates  gulfs  of  confide- 
rable  length  within  the  hank. 
Thefe  gulfs  are  in  the  direction  of 
the  ftrongeft  parts  of  the  dream  ; 
and  are,  in  fact,  the  young  jboots 
(if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  which 
in  time  ftrike  out  and  become 
branches  of  the  river  ;  for  we  ge¬ 
nerally  find  them  at  thofe  turnings 
that  have  the  final  left  angles. 

Two  caufes,  widely  different 
from  each  other,  occafion  the  me¬ 
andering  courfes  of  rivers ;  the 
one,  the  irregularity  of  the  ground 
through  which  they  run,  which 
obliges  them  to  wander  in  queft  of 
a  declivity  ;  the  other,  the  loofe- 
riefs  of  the  foil,  which  yields  to 
the  fridtion  of  the  border  of  the 
dream.  The  meanders  in  the  drft 
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cafe,  are,  of  courfe,  as  digreffive 
and  irregular  as  the  furface  they 
are  projected  on  :  but,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter,  they  are  fo  far  reducible  to 
rule,  that  rivers  of  unequal  bulk 
will,  under  ftmilar  circumftances, 
take  a  circuit  to  wind  in,  whofe 
extent  is  in  proportion  to  their 
refpedtive  breadths:  For  I  haveob- 
ferved,  that  when  a  branch  of  the 
Ganges  is  fallen  fo  low  as  to  oc¬ 
cupy  only  a  part  of  its  bed,  it  no 
longer  continues  in  the  line  of  its 
old  courfe  ;  but  works  itfelf  a  new 
channel,  which  winds  from  fide 
to  fide  acrofs  the  former  one.  I 
have  obferved  too,  that  in  two 
dreams  of  equal  fize,  that  which 
has  the  flowed:  current  has  alfo 
the  (mailed:  windings  :  for  as  thefe 
(in  the  prefent  cafe)  are  folely 
owing  to  the  depredations  made 
on  the  banks  bv  the  force  of  the 

J  ’ 

current ;  fo  the  extent  of  thefe 
depredations,  or  in  other  words, 
the  dimenfions  of  the  windings, 
will  be  determined  by  the  degree 
of  force  adding  on  the  banks. 

The  windings  of  the  Ganges  in 
the  plains,  are,  doubtlefs,  owing 
to  the  loofenefs  of  the  foil  :  and 
(T  think)  the  proof  of  it  is,  that 
they  are  perpetually  changing  ; 
which  thofe,  originally  induced 
by  an  inequality  of  furface,  can 
feldom,  or  never  do. 

I  can  eafilyr  fuppofe,  that  if  the 
Ganges  was  turned  into  a  ftraight 
canal,  cut  through  the  ground  it 
now  traverfes  in  the  moil  winding: 

<1 

parts  of  its  courfe,  its  ftraightnefs 
would  be  of  fhort  duration.  Some 
yielding  part  of  the  bank,  or  that 
which  happened  to  be  the  molt 
ftrongly  added  on,  would  firft  be 
corroded  or  diffolved  :  thus  a  bay 
or  cavity  would  be  formed  in  the 
fide  of  the  bank.  This  begets  an 

’  inflection 
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infle&ion  of  the  current,  which, 
falling  obliquely  on  the  fide  of  the 
bay,  corrodes  it  inceffantly.  When 
the  current  lias  paffed  the  inner- 
moll  part  of  the  bay,  it  receives  a 
new  direction,  and  is  thrown  ob¬ 
liquely  towards  the  oppolite  lide 
of  the  canal,  departing  in  its  way 
the  matter  excavated  from  the 
bay,  and  which  begins  to  form  a 
fhallow  or  bank  contiguous  to  the 
border  of  the  canal.  Here  then 
is  the  oriVin  of  fuch  windings  as 

,  o  o 

ovre  their  exillence  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil.  The  bay,  fo  corroded, 
in  time  becomes  large  enough  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  the  body  of 
the  canal  :  and  the  matter  exca¬ 
vated  from  the  bay  is  fo  difpofed 
as  to  afftft  in  throwing  the  current 
againft  the  oppofitc  bank,  where 
a  procefs,  fimilar  to  that  I  have 
been  deferibing,  will  be  begun. 

The  action  of  the  current  on  the 
bank  will  alfo  have  the  effed  of 
deepening  the  border  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  near  it  ;  and  this  again  in- 
creafes  the  velocity  of  the  current 
in  that  part.  Thus  would  the 
canal  gradually  take  a  new  form, 
till  it  became  what  the  river  now 
is.  Even  when  the  windings  have 
leffened  the  defeent  one  half,  we 
ftill  find  the  current  too  powerful 
for  the  banks  to  withftand  it. 

There  are  not  wanting  inllances 
of  a  total  change  of  courfe  in  fome 
of  the  Bengal  rivers.  The  Cofa 
River  (equal  to  the  Rhine)  once 
ran  by  Purneah,  and  joined  the 
Ganges  oppolite  Rajemal.  Its 
jundion  is  now  45  miles  higher 
up.  Gour,  the  ancient  capital  of 
Bengal,  flood  on  the  banks  of 
Ganges. 

Appearances  favour  very  flrong- 
ly  the  opinion,  that  the  Ganges 
had  its  former  bed  in  the  trad  now 
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occupied  Ly  the  lakes  and  moraf- 
fes,  between  Nattore  and  Jafiicr- 
gunge,  ftriking  out  of  its  prefent 
courfe  at  Bauleah,  and  palling  by 
Foot  yah.  With  an  equal  degree 
of  probability  (favoured  by  tra¬ 
dition)  we  may  trace  its  luppofed 
courfe  by  Dacca,  to.  a  jundion 
with  the  Burrampooter  or  Megna 
near  Fringybazar  ;  where  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  two  fuch  mighty 
flreams  probably  fcooped  out  the 
prefent  amazing  bed  of  the 
Megna. 

'  In  tracing  the  fea  coaft  of  the 
Delta,  we  find  no  lefs  than  eight 
openings  ;  each  of  which,  without 
hefitation,  one  pronounces  to  have 
been  in  its  time  the  principal 
mouth  of  the  Ganges.  Nor  is  the 
occafional  deviation  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  branch,  probably,  the  only 
caufe  of  fluduation  in  the  dimen- 
fions  of  the  Delta.  One  obferves, 
that  the  Deltas  of  capital  rivers, 
(the  tropical  ones  particularly) 
encroach  upon  the  fea.  Now,  is 
not  this  owing  to  the  mud  and 
fand  brought  down  by  the  rivers, 
aad  gradually  depofited,  from  the 
remoteft  ages  down  to  the  prefent 
time  ?  The  rivers,  we  know,  are 
loaded  with  mud  and  fand  at  their 
entrance  into  the  fea  ;  and  we  alfo 
know,  that  the  fea  recovers  its 
tranfparency  at  the  dillance  of 
twenty  leagues  from  the  coaft  ; 
which  can  only  arife  from  the  wa¬ 
ters  having  precipitated  their 
earthy  particles  within  that  fpacc. 
The  fand  and  mud  banks  at  this 
time,  extend  twenty  miles  oft  fome 
of  the  iflands  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Ganges  and  Burrampooter  ;  and 
in  many  places  rife  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  furface.  Some  future 
generation  will  probably  fee  theft- 
banks  rife  above  water,  and  fuc  - 
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ceeding  ones  poflefs  and  culti¬ 
vate  them  !  Next  to  earthquakes, 
perhaps  the  floods  of  the  tropical 
rivers  produce  the  quickeft  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  face  of  our  globe. 
Extenfive  iflands  are  formed  in  the 
channel  of  the  Ganges,  during  a 
period  far  fliort  of  that  of  a  man’s 
life  ;  fo  that  the  whole  procefs 
lies  within  the  compafs  of  his  ob- 
fervation.  Some  of  thefe  iflands, 
four  or  five  miles  in  extent,  are 
formed  at  the  angular  turnings  of 
the  river,  and  were  originally  large 
fand  banks  thrown  up  round  the 
points  (in  the  manner  before  de¬ 
scribed)  but  afterwards  infulated 
by  breaches  of  the  river.  Others 
are  formed  in  the  ilraight  parts  of 
the  river,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftream  ;  and  owe  their  origin  to 
fome  obftrudtion  lurking  at  the 
bottom.  Whether  this  be  the 
fragments  of  the  river  bank  ;  a 
large  tree  fwept  down  from  it  ;  or 
a  funken  boat  ;  it  is  fufiicient  for 
a  foundation  :  and  a  heap  of  fand 
is  quickly  colledled  below  it. 
This  accumulates  amazingly  fall ; 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  it 
peeps  above  water,  and  having 
nowufurpeda  confiderable  portion 
of  the  channel,  the  river  borrows 
on  each  fide  to  fupply  the  deficien¬ 
cy  in  its  bed  ;  and  in  fuch  parts  of 
the  river  we  always  find  fteep 
banks  on  both  fides.  Each  perio¬ 
dical  flood  brings  an  addition  of 
matter  to  this  growing  ifland;  in- 
creafing  it  in  height  as  well  as  ex- 
ten  fion,  until  its  top  is  perfe&ly 
on  a  level  with  the  banks  that  in¬ 
clude  it :  and  at  that  period  of  its 
growth  it  has  mould  enough  on  it 
for  the  purpofes  of  cultivation, 
which  is  owing  to  the  mud  left  on 
it  when  the  waters  fubflde,  and  is 
indeed  a  part  of  the  (economy 
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which  nature  obferves  in  Fertiliz- : 
ing  the  land  in  general. 

Whilft  the  river  is  forming  new  : 
iflands  in  one  part,  it  is  fweepi'ngr 
away  old  ones  in  other  parts.  In  I 
the  progrefs  of  this  deftnndive  - 
operation,  we  have  opportunities 
of  obferving,  by  means  of  the  fee- ) 
tsons  of  the  falling  bank,  the  re-  i 
gular  diftribution  of  the  feveraf  ' 
flrata  of  fand  and  earths,  lying  : 
above  one  another  in  the  order  in 
which  they  decreafe  in  gravity* 
As  they  can  only  owe  this  difpofi-  1 
tion  to  the  agency  of  the  ftream  , 
that  depollted  them,  it  would  ap-  j 
pear,  that  thefe  fubftances  arc  1 
fufpended  at  different  heights  in  : 
the  flream,  according  to  their  re-  i 
fpedlive  gravities.  We  never  find  | 
a  ftratum  of  earth  under  one  of  > 
fand ;  for  the  muddy  particles  > 
float  neared  the  furface.  I  have 
counted  feven  diftinefl  flrata  in  a 
fedflion  of  one  of  thefe  iflands.  In¬ 
deed,  not  only  the  iflands,  but 
mofl  of  the  river  banks  wear  the 
fame  appearance  ;  for  as  the  river 
is  always  changing  its  prefent  bed, 
and  verging  towards  the  fite  of 
fome  former  one  now  obliterated, 
this  muff  neceflarily  be  the  cafe* 

As  a  flrong  prefumptive  proof 
of  the  wandering  of  the  Ganges 
from  the  one  fide  of  the  Delta  to 
the  other,  I  mull  obferve,  that 
there  is  no  appearance  of  virgin 
earth  between  the  Tiperah  hills 
on  the  eail,  and  the  province  of 
Burdwan  on  the  well  y  nor  on  the 
north  till  we  arrive  at  Dacca  and 
Bauleah.  In  all  the  fe<dions  of 
the  numerous  creeks  and  rivers  in 
the  Delta,  nothing  appears  but  i 
fand  and  black  mould  in  regular 
flrata,  till  we  arrive  at  the  clay  that  \ 
forms  the  lower  part  of  their  beds*  3 
There is  riot  any  fubftance  fo  coarfe 
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as  gravel  either  in  the  Delta  or 
nearer  the  fea  than  400  miles, 
where  a  rocky  point,  a  part  of  the 
bafe  of  the  neighbouring  hills, 
projects  into  the  river ;  but  out  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  great  rivers  the 
foil  is  either  red,  yellow,  or  of  a 
deep  brown. 

I  cqme  now  to  the  particulars  of 
the  annual  fwelling  and  overflow¬ 
ing  of  the  Ganges. 

It  appears  to  owe  its  increafe  as 
much  to  the  rain  water  that  falls 
in  the  mountains  contiguous  to  its 
fource,  and  to  the  fource8  of  the 
great  northern  rivers  that  fall  into 
it,  as  to  that  which  falls  in  the 
plains  of  Hindooftan  ;  for  it  rifes 
fifteen  feet  and  a  half  out  of  thirty- 
two  (the  fum  total  of  its  rifing) 
by  the  latter  end  of  June  :  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  does  not  begin  in  mofl  of  the 
flat  countries  till  about  that  time. 
In  the  mountains  it  begins  early 
in  April  ;  and  by  the  latter  end  of 
that  month,  when  the  rain-water 
has  reached  Bengal,  the  rivers 
begin  to  rife,  but  by  very  flow  de¬ 
grees  ;  for  the  increafe  is  only 
about  an  inch  per  day  for  the  firlt 
fortnight.  It  then  gradually  aug¬ 
ments  to  two  and  three  inches  be¬ 
fore  any  quantity  of  rain  tails  in 
the  flat  countries  ;  and  when  the 
rain  becomes  general,  the  increafe 
on  a  medium  is  five  inches  per  day. 
By  the  latter  end  of  July  all  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  contiguous 
to  the  Ganges  and  Burrampooter, 
are  overflowed,  and  form  an  inun¬ 
dation  of  more  than  a  hundred 
miles  in  width  5  nothing  appear- 
ing  but  villages  and  trees,  except¬ 
ing  very  rarely  the  top  of  an  ele¬ 
vated  ipot  (the  artificial  mound 
of  fome  deferted  village  j  appear¬ 
ing  like  an  ifhind. 
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The  inundations  in  Bengal  dif¬ 
fer  from  thofe  in  Egypt  in  this 
particular,  that  the  Nile  owes  its 
floods  entirely  to  the  rain-water 
that  falls  in  the  mountains  near 
its  fource  ;  but  the  inundations  in 
Bengal  are  as  much  occafioned  by 
the  rain  that  falls  there,  as  by  the 
waters  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  as  a 
proof  of  it,  t ne  lands  in  general 
are  overflowed  to  a  confiderable 
height  long  before  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  filled.  It  mull  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  ground  adjacent  to 
the  river  bank,  to  the  extent  of 
fome  miles,  is  confiderably  higher 
than  the  reft  of  the  country,  and 
ferves  to  feparate  the  waters  of  the 
inundation  from  thofe  of  the  river 
until  it  overflows.  This  high 
ground  is  in  fome  feafons  covered 
a  foot  or  more  ;  but  the  height  of 
the  inundation  within,  varies,  of 
courfe,  according  to  the  irregu¬ 
larities  of  the  ground,  and  is  in 
fome  places  twelve  feet. 

Evtrr  when  the  inundation  be¬ 
comes  genera],  the  river  ftill  fhews 
ltfelf,  as  well  by  the  grafs  and 
reeds  on  its  banks,  as  by  its  rapid 
and  muddy  ftream  j  for  the  watqr 
of  the  inundation  acquires  a  black¬ 
ish  hue,  by  having  been  fo  long 
ftagnant  among  grafs  and  other 
vegetables  :  nor  does  it  ever  lofe 
this  tinge,  which  is  a  proof  of  the 
predominancy  of  the  rain-water 
over  that  of  the  river  ;  as  the  flow 
late  of  motion  of  the  inundation 
(which  does  not  exceed  half  a  mile 
per  hour)  is  of  the  remarkable 
flatnefs  of  the  country. 

There  .are  particular  tra&s  of 
land,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
their  culture,  and  fpecies  of  pro*- 
dudions,  require  lefs  jnoifture 
than  others  ;  and  yet,  by  the  low- 
neis  ot  their  fituation|  would  re¬ 
main 
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main  too  long  inundated,  were 
they  not  .guarded  by  dykes  or 
dams,  from  fa  copious  an  inun¬ 
dation  as  would  otherwife  happen 
from  the  great  elevation  or  the 
furface  of  the  river  above  them. 
Thefe  dykes  are  kept  up  at  an 
enormous  expence ;  and  yet  do  not 
always  fucceed,  for  want  of  tena¬ 
city  in  the  foil  of  which  they  are 
compofed. 

During  the  fvvoln  hate  of  the 
river,  the  tide  totally  lofes  its  effect 
of  counteracting  the  dream  ;  and 
in  a  great  meafure  that  of  ebbing 
and  flowing*  except  very  near  the 
fea.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
ftrorig  wind,  that  blows  up  the 
river  for  any  continuance,  to  fwell 
the  waters  two  feet  above  the  or¬ 
dinary  level  at  that  feafon  :  and 
fuch  accidents  have  occailoned 
the  lofs  of  whole  crops  of  rice.  A 
very  tragical  event  happened  at 
Luckipour  in  1763,  by  a  flrong 
gale  of  wind  confpiring  with  a 
high  fpring  tide,  at  a  feafon  when 
the  periodical  flood  was  within  a 
foot  and  a  half  of  its  higheft  pitch* 
It  is  faid  that  the  waters  rofe  fix 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level* 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  a  coniiderable  diftriCt,  with 
their  houfes  and  cattle,  were  to¬ 
tally  fwept  away  ;  and  to  aggra¬ 
vate  their  diftrefs,  it  happened 
in  a  part  of  the  country  which 
fcarce  produces  a  fingle  tree  for  a 
drowning  man  to  efcape  to. 

Embarkations  of  every  kind 
traverfe  the  inundation  :  thofe 
bound  upwards,  availing  them- 
felves  of  a  diredt  courfe  and  ftill 
water,  at  a  feafon  when  every 
ftream  rulhes  like  a  torrent.  The 
wind  too,  which  at  this  feafon 
blows  regularly  from  the  fouth- 
eaft,  favours  their  progrefs  j  info- 


much,  that  a  voyage,  which  takes 
up  nine  or  ten  days  by  the  courfe 
of  the  river  when  confined  within 
its  banks,  is  now  effected  in  fix. 
Htifbandry  and  grazing  are  both 
fidpended  ;  and  the  peafant  tra- 
verles  in  his  boat,  thofe  fields 
which  in  another  feafon  he  was 
wont  to  plough  ;  happy  that  the 
elevated  fite  of  tire  river-banks 
place  the  herbage  they  contain, 
within  his  reach,  otherwife  his 
cattle  muff  perifh. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the 
gradual  increaie  of  the  Ganges 
and  its  branches,  according  to 
obfervations  made  at  Jellinghy 
and  Dacca. 

At  Jellinghv.  At  Dacca* 
Ft.  In.  Ft.  In. 
In  May  it  rcfe  -60  24 

June  -  -  -  96  4  6 

July  -  -  -  1 26  56 

In  the  1  ft  half  of  Aug.  4  o  1  11 


32  o  14  3 

Thefe  obfervations  were  made 
in  a  feafon,  when  the  waters  rofe 
rather  higher  than  ufual  ;  fo  that 
we  may  take  31  feet  for  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  increafe. 

The  inundation  is  nearly  at  a 
ftand  for  feme  days  preceding  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  when  it  begins 
to  run  off ;  for  although  great 
quantities  of  rain  fall  in  the  flat 
countries,  during  Auguft  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  yet,  by  a  partial  ceflatiort 
of  the  rains  in  the  mountains, 
there  happens  a  deficiency  in  the 
fupplies  neceflary  to  keep  up  the 
inundation.  The  quantity  of  the 
daily  decreafe  of  the  river  is  nearly 
in  the  following  proportion  :  du¬ 
ring  the  latter  half  of  Auguft,  and 
all  September,  from  three  to  four 
inches  j  from  September  to  the 

end.- 
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end  of  November,  it  gradually 
leliens  from  three  inches  to  an 
inch  and  a  half;  and  from  Novem¬ 
ber  to  the  latter  end  of  April, 
it  is  only  half  an  inch  p.  r  day  at  a 
medium.  1  hele  proportions  mufl: 
be  underflood  to  relate  to  fuch 
parts  of  the  river  as  are  removed 
from  the  influence  of  the  tides; 
of  which  moie  will  be  faic!  by  and 
by.  The  deertafe  of  the  inunda¬ 
tion  does  not  always  keep  pace 
with  that  of  the  river,  by  reafon 
of  the  height  of  the  banks  ;  but 
after  the  beginning  of  October, 
when  the  rain  has  nearly  ceafed, 
the  remainder  of  the  inundation 
goes  off  quickly  by  evaporation, 
leaving  the  lands  highly  manured, 
and  in  a  ftate  fit  to  receive  the 
feed,  after  the  fitnple  operation  of 
plowing. 

There  is  a  circumftance  attend¬ 
ing  the  increafe  of  the  Ganges, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  little 
known  or  attended  to  ;  becaufe  few 
people  have  made  experiments  on 
the  heights  to  which  the  periodi¬ 
cal  flood  rifes  in  different  p  aces. 
The  circumftance  1  allude  to,  is, 
the  difference  of  the  quantity  of 
the  increafe  (as  expreffed  in  the 
foregoing  table)  in  places  more  or* 
lefs  remote  from  the  fea.  It  is  a 
fact,  confirmed  by  repeated  experi¬ 
ments,  that  from  about  the  place 
where  the  tide  commences,  to  the 
fea,  the  height  of  the  periodical 
increafe  diminifhes  gradually,  un¬ 
til  it  totally  difappears  at  the  point 
of  confluence.  Indeed,  this  is 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  known 
laws  of  fluids :  the  ocean  preferves 
the  fame  level  at  all  feafons  (un¬ 
der  firnilar  circumltances  of  tide) 
and  neceffarily  influences  the  level 
of  all  the  waters  that  communicate 
with  it,  unlefs  precipitated  in  the 
Voi .  XXIV. 
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form  of  a  cataraft.  Could  we  fup- 
poie,  for  a  moment,  that  the  in- 
creaied  column  of  water,  of  31 
feet  perpendicular,  was  continued 
all  the  way  to  the  fea,  by  fome 
preternatural  agency  :  whenever 
that  agency  was  removed,  the 
head  of  the  column  would  diffufe 
itlelf  over  the  ocean,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  parts  would  follow,  from 
as  far  back  as  the  influence  of  the 
ocean  extended  ;  forming  a  Hope, 
whole  perpendicular  height  would 
be  3 1  feet.  This  is  the  precife 
flare  in  which  we  find  it.  At  the 
point  of  junction  with  the  fea,  the 
height  is  the  fame  in  both  feafons 
at  equal  times  of  the  tide.  At 
Luckipour  there  is  a  difference  of 
about  fix  feet  between  the  heights 
in  the  different  feafons  ;  at  Dacca, 
and  places  adjacent,  14;  and  near 
Cuftee,  31  feet.  Here  then  is  a 
regular  flope ;  for  the  diflances 
between  the  places  bear  a  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  refpe&ive  heights. 
This  Hope  mufl  add  to  the  rapidi¬ 
ty  of  the  ftream  ;  for,  fuppofing 
the  defeent  to  have  been  originally 
four  inches  per  mile,  this  will  in¬ 
creafe  it  to  about  five  and  an 
half.  Cuftee  is  about  240  miles 
from  the  fea,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
river ;  and  the  furface  of  the  river 
there,  during  the  dry  feafon,  is 
about  80  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea  at  high  water.  Thus  far 
does  the  ocean  manifeft  its  domi¬ 
nion  in  both  feafons :  in  the  one 
by  tfle  ebbing  and  flowing  of  its 
tides  ;  and  in  the  other  by  de- 
piefling  the  periodical  flood,  till 
the  furface  of  it  coincides  as  near¬ 
ly  with  its  own,  as  the  defeent  of 
the  channel  of  the  river  will  ad¬ 
mit. 

Similar  circumltances  take  place 
in  the  Jellinghy,  Hoogly,  and 
k  t-urram* 
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Burrampoofer  Rivers;  and,  I  fup- 
pofe,  hi  all  others  that  are  fubjebt 
either  to  periodical  or  occalionai 
fwellings. 

Not  only  does  the  flood  dimi- 
nii'h  near  the  fea,  but  the  river 
banks  dim-inifh  in  the  lame  pro¬ 
portion  ;  lb  that  in  the  dry  fea  Ion 
the  height  or  the  periodical  flood 
may  be  known  by  that  of  the 
bank. 

,1  am  aware  of  an  objection  that 
may  be  made  to  the  above  foi ci¬ 
tron  ;  which  is,  that  the  lownefs 
of  the  banks  in  places  near  the 
lea,  is  the  rnre  reafon  why  the 
floods  do  not  attain  fo  confiderabl'e 
a  height,  as  in  places  farther  re¬ 
moved  from  it,  and  where  the 
banks  are  high  ;  for  that  the  river, 
wanting  a  bank  to  confine  it,  dif- 
fufes  itfelf  over  the  furface  of  the 
country.  In  anfwer  to  this,  I 
fliall  obferve,  that  it-  is  proved  by 
experiment,  that  at  any  given 
time,  the  quantity  of  the  fncreafe 
in  different  places,  bears  a  jtrft  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  fum  total  of  the  in- 
creafe  in  each  place  refpe&ively : 
or,  in  other  words,  that  when  the 
Fiver  has  ri  fen  three  feet  at  Dacca, 
where  the  whole  riling  is  about  14 
feet;  it  will  have  rifen  upwards  of 
fix  feet  and  a  half  at  Ciau.ee,  where 
it  rifes  3  1  feet  in  all. 

The  quantity  of  water  difcharged 
by  the  Ganges,  in  one  lecond 
of  time,  during  the  dry  feafon,  is 
80  000  cubic  feet  ;  but  in  the 
place  where  the  experiment  was 
made,  the  river,  when  full,  has 
thrice  the  volume  of  water  in  it; 
and  its  motion  is  alfo  accelerated 
in  the  proportion  of  5  to  3:  fo 
that  tire  quantity  difcharged  in  a 
lecond  at  that  feafon  is  403,000 
cubic  feet,  if  we  take  the  inedi- 
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um  the  whole  year  through,  it  will 
be  nearly  180,000  cubic  feet  in  a 
fecond. 

THE  Burrampooter,  which  has 
its  fotirce  trom  the  oppolite  fide, 
of  the  fame  mountains  that  give 
rife  to  the  Ganges,  hrft  takes  its 
courfe  e a li ward  (or  directly  oppo¬ 
lite  to  that  of  the  Ganges)  through 
the  country  of  Thibet,  where  it 
is  named  Sanpoo  or  Zanciu, 
which  bears  the  fame  interpreta¬ 
tion  as  the  Gono;a  of  Hindooffan  ; 

o 

namely,  the  River.  The  courfe 
of  it  through  Thibet,  as  given  by 
Father  Du  Haide,  and  formed 
into  a  m  a  p  by  Mr.  D  A  n  vj  1 1  e, 
though  fufneientiy  exa£t  for  the 
purpofes  of  general  geography,  is 
not  particular  enough  to  al'ceitain 
the  precife  length  of  its  courfe. 
After  winding  with  a  rapid  cur¬ 
rent  through  Thibet,  it  wa  flies 
the  border  of  the  territory  of  Lafla 
(in  which  is  the  refidence  of  the 
grand  Lama)  and  then  deviating 
from  an  eafl  to  a  foutli-eaft  courfe, 
it  approaches  within  220  miles  of 
Yunan,  the  wefternmoft  province 
of  China.  Here  it  appears,  as  ff 
undetermined  whether  to  attempt 
a  paflage  to  the  fea  by  the  Guif 
of  Siam,  or  by  that  of  Bengal  ; 
but  feemingly  determining  on  the 
latter,  it  turns  fuddenly  to  the 
weft  through  Affam,  and  enters 
Bengal  on  the  north-eaft.  I  have 
not  been  able  to-  learn  the  exatt 
place  where  it  changes  its  name  ; 
but  as  the  people  of  Affam  call  it 
Burrampoot,  it  would  appear 
that  it  fakes  this  name  on  its  en^ 
tering  Affam.  After  its  entry  in¬ 
to  Bengal,  it  makes  a  circuit 
round  the  weflern  point  of  the 
Garrow  Mountains ;  and  then,. 

a*!  Leri  mg 
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alrering  its  courfe  to  foutn,  it  meets 
rhe  Ganges  about  40  miles  from  the 
fea. 

Father  Du  Halde  exprefies  his 
doubts  concerning  the  courfe  that 
the  Sanpoo  takes  alter  leaving 
Thibet,  arid  only  fuppofes  gene¬ 
rally  that  it  falls  into  the  gulf  of 
Bengal.  M.  D’A  nville,  his  geo¬ 
grapher,  with  great  reafon  iup- 
pofed  the  Sanpoo  and  Ava  River 
to  be  the  fame  :  and  in  this  he  was 
jullified  by  the  information  which 
his  materials  afforded  .him:  for  the 
Burrampooter  was  reprefented  to 
him,  as  one  of  the  inferior  tlreams 
that  contributed  its  waters  to  the 
Ganges,  and  not  as  its  equal  or  fu- 
perior ;  and  this  was  fufficient  to  di¬ 
rect  his  refearches,  after  the  mouth 
of  the  Sanpoo  River,  to  fome  other 
quarter.  f  he  Ava  River,  as  well 
from  its  bulk,  as  the  bent  of  its 
courfe  for  fome  hundred  miles  above 
its  mouth,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  river  in  quef- 
tion :  and  it  was  accordingly  de- 
fcribed  as  fuch  in  his  maps,  the 
authority  of  which  was  ju  illy 
eleemed  as  decilive ;  and,  till  the 
year  1765,  the  Burrampooter,  as 
a  capital  river,  was  unknown  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 

On  tracing  this  river  in  1765, 

I  was  no  lels  furprized,  at  finding 
it -rather  larger  than  the  Ganges, 
than  at  its  courfe  previous  to  its 
entering  Bengal.  This  I  found 
to  be  from  rhe  eafl  ;  although  all 
the  former  accounts  reprefented  it 
as  from  the  north  :  and  this  unex- 
pedted  difcovery  foon  led  to  enqui¬ 
ries,  which  furnifhecj  me  with  an 
account  of  its  general  courfe  to 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  the 
place  where  I)u  Halde  left  rhe 
-Sanpoo.  I  cotfd  no  longer  doubt, 
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that  the  Burrampooter  and  Sanpoo 
weie  one  and  the  lame  river:  and 
to  this  was  added  the  pofitive  afl'u- 
rances  of.  the  AfTamers,  “  That 
their  river  came  from  the  North- 
well,  through  the  Bootan  moun¬ 
tains.”  And  to  place  it  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  the  Sonpoo  River  is  not 
the  fame  with  rhe  river  of  Ava,  but 
that  this  lad  is  the  great  Nou  Kian 
of  Yunan  :  l  have  in  my  poffeffion 
a  manufcript  draught  of  the  Ava 
River,  to  within  170  miles  of  the 
place  where  Du  Halde  leaves  the 
Nou  Kian,  in  its  courfe  towards 
Ava  ;  together  with  very  authentic 
information  that  this  river  (named 
Irabattey  by  the  people  of  Ava)  is 
navigable  from  the  city  of  Ava  into 
the  province  of  Yunan  in  China. 

1  he  Burrampooter,  during  a 
courfe  of  400  miles  through  Ben¬ 
gal,  bears  fo  intimate  a  refemblance 
to  the  Ganges,  except  iVone  parti¬ 
cular,  that  one  defer iption  may 
lerve  for  borh.  I  he  exception  I 
mean  is,  that,  during  the  Jaft  60 
miles  before  its  junction  with  the 
Ganges,  it  forms  a  flream  which  is 
regularly  from  four  to  five  miles 
wide,  and  but  for  its  frefhnefs.  might 
pafs  for  an  arm  of  the  fea.  Com¬ 
mon  defeription  fails  in  an  attempt 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  this  magnificent  object; 
for, 

- Scarce  the  mufe 

Dares  ftmteh  her  wing  o’er  this  enormous 
mafs 

Tf  ruffling  water;  to  whofe  dread  rxpanfe. 
Continuous  depth,  and  wonefrous  length 
of  courfe. 

Our  floods  are  rills— - 

Thus  pouring  on,  it  proudly  leeks  the  de<  p. 
Whole  vanquish'd  tide,  recoiling  from  the 
fit  oc  k. 

Yields  to  this  liquid  weight  — — 

n  07,1  son ’s  Sea  sons. 

F-  2  I  have 
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I  have  already  endeavoured  to 
account  for  the  fingular  breadth 
of  the  Megna,  by  fuppofing  that 
the  Ganges  once  joined  it  where 
the  Iflamutly  now  does ;  and  that 
their  joint  waters  fcooped  out  its 
prefent  bed.  'Idle  prefent  junc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  two  mighty  rivers 
below  Luckipour,  produces  a  body 
of  running  trefh  water,  hardly  to 
be  equalled  in  the  old  hemifphere, 
and,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  in  the 
new.  It  now  forms  a  gulf  inter- 
iperied  with  iflands,  fome  of  which 
rival,  in  fize  arid  fertility,  our  Ifre 
of  Wight.  The  water  at  ordinary 
times  is  hardly  brackilh  at  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  thefe  iflands;  and,  in 
the  rainy  feafon,  the  fea  (or  at 
leaf!:  the  furface  of  it)  is  perfectly 
frefh  to  the  didance  of  many  leagues 
out. 

The  Bore  (which  is  known  to 
be  a  fudden  and  abrupt  influx  of 
the  tide  into  a  r  ver  or  narrow 
ibrair)  prevails  in  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Ganges,  and  in 
the  lVIegna ;  but  the  Hoogly  Ri¬ 
ver,  and  the  paffages  between  the 
iflands  and  lands  fituated  in  the 
gulf,  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
the  Ganges  and  Megna,  are  more 
iubjedt  to  it  than  the  other  rivers, 
'i  his  may  be  owing  partly,  to 
their  having  greater  embouchures 
in  proportion  to  their  channels, 
than  the  others  have,  by  which 
means  a  larger  proportion  of  tide 
is  forced  through  a  paffage  compa¬ 
ratively  ftnaller  ;  and  partly,  to 
there  being  no  capital  openings 
near  them,  to  draw  off  any  confi- 
derable  portion  of  the  accumula¬ 
ting  tide.  In  the  Hoogly  or  Cal¬ 
cutta  River,  the  Bore  commences 
at  Hoogly  point  (the  place  where 
the  river  firft  contrads  itfelf)  and 
b  perceptible  above  Hoogly 
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Town  ;  and  fo  quick  is  its  motion*, 
that  it  hardly  employs  four  hours 
in  travelling  from  one  to  the  other, 
although  the  didance  is  near  70 
miles.  At  Calcutta,  it  fo  met  i  ares 
occalions  an  inflahtaneous  rife  of 
five  feet;  and  both  here,  and  in  every 
other  part  of  its  track,  the  boats,  on 
its  approach,  immediately  quit  the 
fhore,  and  make  for  lately  to  the 
middle  of  the  river. 

In  the  channels,  between  the 
iflands  in  the  mouth  of  the  Megna, 
&c.  the  height  of  the  Bore  is  (add  to 
exceed  twelve  feet;  and  is  fo  terrific 
in  its  appearance  and  dangerous  in 
its  confequences,  that  no  boat  will 
venture  to  pals  at  fpring  tide.  After 
the  tide  is  fairly  pad  the  iflands, 
no  veftige  of  a  Bore  is  feen,  which 
may  be  owing  to-  the  great  width 
of  the  Megna,  in  comparifon 
with  the  paffages  between  the 
iflands ;  but  the  effeds  of  it  are 
vilible  enough  by  the  fudden  riling 
of  tne  tides. 


Of  the  Air  that  has  been  fuppofed 
to  come  through  the  Pores  of  the 
Skin ,  and  of  the  life  As  of  the 
Perfpiration  of  the  Body  ;  from 
Pried  ley's  Experiments  in  Natu¬ 
ral  Philofophy. 

I  HAVE  fometimes  found  it  ne- 
ceffary,  though  it  is  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  me,  to  corred  the 
midakes  of  offers  on  the  fuhjed  of 
which  J  am  treating  ;  and  1  mud  ap- 
propsiate  this  fedion  to  that  bufl- 
nels. 

It  cannot  be  thought  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  when  it  has  been  ima¬ 
gined  thaf  air  is  extraded  from  the 
mod  compact  bodies,  as  gold,  by 
means  of  the  air  pump,  it  Ihould 
» be  thought  to  iffue  from  the  hu¬ 
man 
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man  fkin  It  was  alfo  very  natu¬ 
ral  to  imagine,  that  lince  refpira - 
tion  injures  ‘and  phloginicates  air, 
tne  perjpirat ion  of  the  body,  fenii- 
b!e  and  infenfible,  fhouid  do  tne 
lame;  and  they  who  i'uppote  that 
phlogifton  converts  common  air  into 
fixed  air,  mull  of  courfe  imagine, 
that  the  air  contiguous  to  the  lltin 
is  continually  undergoing  this 
change.  Dr.  Jngenhoufz  a  Herts 
the  former,  and  Mr.  Cruikfhank, 
after  Sig.  Molcati,  the  latter.  On 
both  thefe  fubjecls  I  flia.H  nuke 
fome  animadverfions,  and  iikewife 
a  few  experiments  that  I  think  will 
be  deemed  conclufive,  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  perfpiration,  and  fuffi- 
cient  to  confirm  what  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced  with  refpeft  to  it  in  my  la  ft 
volume. 

Dr.  Ingerthoufz  not  only  fup- 
poles  that  air  is  continually  ilTuing 
from  the  human  fkin  ;  but  he  took 
pains  to  collerft  it,  in  a  conlidera- 
ble  variety  of  circumftances,  of 
which  he  has  given  a  particular 
account,  p.  129.  This  I  took  the 
liberty  to  tell  him  I  had  no  doubt 
was  a  deception  ;  the  air  that  he 
found  not  having  come  from  the 
flin,  hut  from  the  water  in  which 
it  was  plunged  :  and  both  the 
quality  of  the  air  that  he  found, 
and  the  circumftances  in  which  he 
procured  it,  left  me  do  doubt 
upon  the  fubject.  It  was  juft  that 
mixture  of  fixed  air  and  partially 
phlpgifticated  air,  that  pump  wa¬ 
ter,  which  he  recommends  for  the 
purpofe,  generally  abounds  with. 
The  bubbles  of  air  riling  and  fwel- 
ling  at  the  fame  pkrt  of  the  fkin, 
is  by  no  means  any  proof  that  the 
air  came  from  the  fkin  ;  for  that 
is  always  the  cafe  with  air  iffuing 
from  water,  the  air  bubbles  never 
rifmg  with:n  the  water  itfdf,  but 
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always  from  fome  other  body  im- 
merled  in  it.-  All  the  phenomena 
he  has  defcribed  may  oe  leen  with  a 
piece  of  metal,  or  giafs,  plunged  in 
water  comain'ng  air,  in  an  exhauft- 
ed  receiver ;  in  which  cafe  it  is 
eaflly  (hewn;  that  the  air  does  not 
come  from  the  pores  of  the  metal, 
or  ot  the  giafs,  but  from  the  water 
ltjelf;  ior  ft  the  water  contain  no 
air,  and  the  furiaces  of  the  metal 
and  of  the  glals  be  carefully  vviptd, 
that  appearance  cannot  be  pro¬ 
duced. 

fie  fays  that  water  exhaufted  of 
its  air  is  not  proper  for  this  experi¬ 
ment,  becaule  it  readily  abfoibs 
all  the  air  as  fall:  as  it  iifues  from 
the  fkm.  But  if  the  experiment 
be  made  in  water  at  all,  this 
mufl  be  the  only  unexceptionable 
manner  of  making  it;  and  water  by 
no  means  abforbs  any  k^nd  of  air  fo 
fall  as  he  deferibes  this  to  iffue 
from  the  fkin,  and  efpecialiy  fuch  a 
kind  of  air  as  he  deferibes,  a  great 
pioportion  of  which  is  air  partially 
phlogifticated.  It  requites  a  long 
time  before  water,  in  a  quiefeent 
date,  will  take  up  any  fenfible 
quantity  of  fuch  air  as  this.  Be- 
itdes,  there  is  nothing  that  we  know 
of  the  human  frame,  that  would 
lead  any  perfon  to  fufpeft  that  air 
ever  iifues  from  the  fkin.  Where 
are  the  air  veffels  for  that  pur- 
pt/le  :  and  what  is  their  origin,  or 
connexion  with  other  parts  of  the 
fyftem  ?  The  prefent  date  of  ana¬ 
tomy  indicates  nothing  on  this  fub- 
je£L 

To  fatisfy  my  friend,  not  my- 
felf,  I  told  him  I  would  make  an 
experiment,  which  I  did  not  doubt 
would  convince  him  of  his  miftake 
in  this  refpedt :  I  did  it  in  the 
following  manner.  ,  I  boiled  a 
quantity  of  rain  water,  in  order 

E  3  to 
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ro  expel  from  it  all  the  air  it  might 
Contain,  and  then  fat  with  my 
naked  arm  plunged  in  a  veil'd  filed 
with  it,  a! ter  carefully  wiping  off, 
under  water,  all  the  bubbles  of  air 
that  adhered  to  it.  But  though  I 
continued  to  lit  in  this  manner  a 
full  half  hour,  nor  a  fugle  bubble 
of  air  made  its  appearance  after¬ 
wards.  I  might  have  examined 
whether  this  water  had  contained 
any  air,  betides  what  it  might  have 
been  fuppofed  to  haves  imbibed 
from  the  atmofphere  in  this  interval; 
but  1  negiedted  to  do  it,  and  am 
very  confident  it  was  quite  unnecef- 
fary. 

After  this  I  need  not  fry  any 
thing  to  my  friend’s  ingenious  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  air  which  he  took 
the  pains  to  collect  from  the  fkins 
of  old  and  young  perfons,  and  his 
laudable  endeavours  to  remove  a 
popular  prejudice  concerning  the  tin- 
wholefomenefs  of  the  former,  and 
the  wholefomenefs  of  the  latter  kind 
of  air. 

Mr.  Cru-k  {bank’s  experiments, 
if  they  could  be  depended  upon, 
would  both  prove  that  fixed  air  is 
compofed  of  common  air  and  phlo- 
gition,  and  ,  that  the  perfpiration 
of  animal  bodies,  in  a  healthy 
date,  has  the  fame  effect  upon  air 
that  breathing  it  has,  viz.  phlo- 
giflicating  it,  and  making  ir  noxi¬ 
ous,  which  Is  contrary  to  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  wh’Ch  I  gave  an  ac¬ 
count  in  my  ialt  publication  ;  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  air  under 
my  arm-pits,  and  near  other  parts 
of  my  body,  was  never  lefs.  pure 
than  the  external  air.  The  Abbe 
Fontana  aifa  told  me,  that  he  had 
always  found  the  fame  refuit  in 
experiments  made  upon  himfelf. 
Hut  Mr.  CruikChank  fays,  in  the 
fscond  edition  of  His  Laur  to  JV[r, 
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dare,  priated  in  Mr.  Clare’s 
1  i ea cite  on  Ablcefles)  that,  alter 
he  had  confined  his  leg  in  a  pi  a  fs 
veile],  lo  as  to  prevent  ah  connnu- 
nication  with  the  external  air, 
lime  water  poured  into  ir  immedi¬ 
ately  afterwards,  came  out  a  little 
tuibid.  But  this  he  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  found  to  be  the  caie 
with  a  Irnall  quantity  of  lime  wa¬ 
ter,  poured  into  and  cut  of  any 
vefiel  of  the  fame  fze,  on  account 
of  the  great  furface  of  the  fluid  that 
muff,  in  thofe  circumftances,  have 
been  expoled  to  the  common  atmot- 
phere  ;  in  conftquence  of  which  it 
is  always  known  to  attract  fixed 
air. 

However,  partly  to  examine 
this  matter  more  thoroughly,  and 
with  a  variation  that  1  had  thought 
of,  i  repeated  the  experiments  on 
my  own  perfpiration  in  various 
ways,  and  they  all  confirmed  what 
I  advanced  before,  viz.  that  the 
perfpirabie  matter  has  no  fuch 
efFebt  upon  the  air,  but  leaves  it 
as  wbolefome,  that  is,  as  fit  for 
refplration,  as  ever,  judging  by 
the  tell  of  nitrous  air,  which, 
however,  Mr.  Cruikfhank  does 
not  fay  that  he  ever  applied  in  this 
cafe.  '  v 

Purfuing  his  Peps,  I  faft-ened  a 
rnoift  ox’s  bladder,  containing 
about  a  quart  of  air,  clofe  about 
my  ancle,  fo  that  my  loor,  clean 
wafhed  and  warm,  as  his  was, 
was  expoled  to  it ;  and  I  fat  near 
the  fire,  fo  as  to  keep  my  foot  pro¬ 
perly  warm  a  full  hour.  After 
this  I  carefully  withdrew  my  foot 
from  the  bladder,  without  chang- 
Jng  rhe  air;  and  applying  the  reft 
ol  nitrons  air,  the  air  in  the  bid¬ 
der  appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  ol  purity  with  the  external 
atr  1  the  meafures  of  the  tell:,  ap¬ 
plied 
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|>iied  in  the  fame  manner  to  both, 
being  i  .  26.  I  alio  admitted  part 
oi  til  is  air  to  lime  water,  and  ob- 
lerved  that  it  aid  not  make  it  in  the 
iuidlleit  degree  turbid. 

Willing  to  give  more  time  to 
this  experiment,  that  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  oi  this  per fpiration  phlog-i- 
fticating  the  air  might  be  me 
greater,  I  once  more  fattened  the 
bladder  about  my  foot,  juft  before 
I  went  to  bed,  and  ilept  with  it 
all  night,  keeping  myfelf  ioffi- 
cit nt!y  warm,  from  eleven  to  half 
palt  fix  in  the  morning,  when  the 
bladder  was  quite  dry.  However, 
caieiuily  moistening  ir,  and  espe¬ 
cially  wheie  it  was  fattened  to  my 
ankle,  I  withdrew  my  foot,  with¬ 
out  changing  the  air,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  examined  it.  The  quantity 
contained  in  the  bladder  was  40 
ounce  meafures,  Jt  did  not  affedt 
lime  water,  and  with  iefpedt  to 
purity  was  ot  the  fame  itandaid 
with  common  air;  the  meafures 
ot  the  teft  with  the  nitrous  air  I 
happened  to  make  ufe  of,  being  in 
both  cales  i-  3- 

I  cannot  therefore  but  fee  reafon 
to  conclude,  as  1  did  before,  that 
it  is  only  seffiralion,  and  not  the 
perfpiration  of  the  body,  that  injures 
common  air. 


Of  the  Rcff  iration  of  Fifhes ;  from 
the  Ja?ne. 

T  HAD  formerly  found  that 
JL  fifties  injure  the  air  contained 
in  folution  in  the  water  in  which 
they  live,  vol.  III.  p.  342  ;  the 
water  in  which  they  had  been  con¬ 
fined  appearing  to  contain  air  of  a 
woife  quality,  than  it  did  before 
they  were  put  into  it.  I  had  alfo 
before  obferved  the  effect  of  water 
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impregnated  with  fixed  air,  and 
with  nitrous  air,  on  fifties  put  into 
ir.  I  have  fince  repeated  all  thebe 
experiments  with  an  attention  to 
more  ciicumftances  ;  and  they  both 
confirm  T*.d  extend  my  former  ge¬ 
nual  conclufions. 

Having  at  hand  fome  water 
fiom  the  Hot- well  at  Bri.tol,  . 
which  i  had  found  to  contain  air 
in  a  ft  ate  of  great  purity,  I  com¬ 
pletely  filled  a  laige  phial  with  ir, 
and  I  put  into  it  a  few  very  fmall 
fillies,  which  I  had  provided  lor 
the  puipole  or  thefe  and  other  ex¬ 
periments.  They  were  minows, 
and  other  fmall  fifnes,  about  two 
inches  in  length.  In  this  water 
they  were  confined  without  any 
accefs  of  common  air  till  they 
died. 

After  this  I  took  equal  -quan¬ 
tities  of  the  water  in  which  the 
fillies  had  died,  and  of  that  out  of 
which  it  had  been  taken,  when 
they  were  confined  in  it ;  and  I 
expelled  from  both  all  the  air 
which  they  would  yield.  That 
from  the  water  in  which  no  fillies 
had  been  pur,  exceeded  in  quan¬ 
tity  that  from  the  water  in  which 
they  had  been  confined  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  three  to  two;  and  exa¬ 
mining  the  quality  of  both  thefe 
quantifies  of  air,  by  the  teft  ,of 
nitrous  air,  the  former  exceeded 
the  latter  in  a  (till  greater  propor¬ 
tion.  The  air  from  the  water,  in 
which  no  fifties  had  been  confined, 
was  about  the  ftandard  of  com¬ 
mon  air,  but  that  which  had  been 
contaminated  by  the  relpiration, 
as  I  may  fay,  of  the  fillies,  though 
not  thoroughly  phlogiftiented,  was 
fomething  worfe  than  air  in  which 
a  candle  juft  goes  out.  I  ihculd 
probably  have  found  it  fill]  worfe 
than  this,  if  I  had  expelled  #nd 
E  4  examined 
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examined  the  air  immediately  ;  but 
the  water  remained  in  an  open  venel 
all  night  before  I  made  the  ex  peri ~ 
meat  upon  it. 

From  this  experiment  it  may  be 
concluded  with  certainty,  that  air 
contained  in  water,  in  an  unelaflic 
Fate,  is  as  neceft'ary  to  die  life  of 
fifhes,  as  air  in  an  elaftic  Fate 
is  to  that  of  iand  animals.  It  is 
not  properly  'water  that  receives 
the  phlogiiton  difeharged  from  the 
fifties,  but  the  air  that  is  incor¬ 
porated  with  it.  And  this  may 
pofTibly  be  the  reafon  of  the  at¬ 
traction  which,  in  many  of  my 
experiments,  there  appears  to  be 
between  phlogiilon  and  water  ; 
whereas  it  has  been  an  opinion 
univerfally  received  among  chemifts, 
that  water  has  no  affinity  whatever 
with  phlogifton. 

From  this  experiment  I  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  putting  hffies  into 
water  impregnated  with  air  that 
was  thoroughly  phlogifticated, 
would  be  injurious,  if  not  fata!  to 
them,,,  as  much  as  the  fame  kind  of 
air  in  an  elaliic  Fate,  is  to  land 
animals  ;  and  this  was  vended  by 
the  following  experiments  ;  from 
which,  however,  it  appears  that 
fifties,  like  infe&s,  and  fome  other 
exanguious  animals,  can  live  a 
confiderable  time  without  any  thing 
equivalent  to  refpiration  What 
limits  that  tune  has,  may  in  fome 
meafure  appear  from  thefe  obfer- 
vations. 

I  began  with  water  that  contain- 
ed,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  difeover, 
no  air  at  all.  For  it  was  rain 
water,  that  had  been  recently 
boiled  a  confiderable  time.  The 
veffel  contained  about  three  pints 
of  it  ;  and  into  this,  without  ad¬ 
mitting  any  air  at  all,  I  put  nine 
ef  the  final]  fifties  abovementioned, 


and  they  lived  in  it  between  three 
and  tour  horns.  rl  his  experiment 
reiembies  the  putting  of  frogs  and 
ler peats  into  a  vacuum,  only  that 
there  was  no  expanfion  of  air  con¬ 
tained  in  them  to  lweil  their  bodies 
in  this  cafe. 

Taking  the  fame  water,  which, 
as  I  obierved,  contained  little  or 
no  air,  I  made  it  imbibe  as 
much  as  I  could  of  a  quantity  that 
had  been  /  phlogiiticated  with  iron 
filings  and  brimftone,  fix  months 
before.  Of  this,  however,  the 
water  would  take  but  very  little. 
Into  a  p'nt  of  this  water,  thus  im¬ 
perfectly  impregnated,  1  .  put  two 
of  the  fifhes,  and  they  lived  in  it 
near  an  hour.  The  refult  was  the 
fame  when  I  impregnated  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  fame  water  with 
inflammable  air.  For  in  this  cafe 
alfo  the  two  fifhes  lived  about  an 
hour.  This  experiment  refemb- 
led  the  putting  of  mice,  and  other 
land  animals,  into  phlogifticated  or 
inflammable  air,  which  is  known  to 
be  fatal  to  them,  but  more  fuddenly 
than  this  water  was  to  the  fifhes, 
owing,  I  fuppofe,  to  its  imperfect 
impregnation. 

When  I  impregnated  water 
with  nitrous  air  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  I  obfeived  that  fifhes  put  in¬ 
to  it  were  immediately  feized  with 
conviffions,  and  died  prefently  ; 
juft  as  they  did  in  water  impreg¬ 
nated  with  fixed  air.  But  though 
at  that  time  I  took  all  the  care  I 
could  to  prevent  the  decompofition 
of  the  nitrous  air,  that  remained 
after  the  operation,  filling  the  phial 
in  which  the  procefs  was  made 
with  frefh  water,  by  means  of  a 
funnel,  & c.  ftiil  a  decompofition 
of  fome  fmall  part  of  it  would  ne- 
ceftarily  be  made,  before  I  could 
poffibiy  flip  the  funnel  info  the 

neck 
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neck  of  the  phial.  To  prevent 
this,  1  now  introduced  the  filhes 
into  the  veiTel  in  which  1  had  im- 
piegnated  the  water  while  it  re¬ 
mained  inverted  in  the  baton,  the 
remainder  ol  the  nitious  air  not 
imbibed  by  the  water  ftill  reining 
upon  it.  The  phial  1  uled  contain¬ 
ed  fomething  more  than  a  pint,  and 
the  nitrous  air  occupied  about  one 
fourth  of  it. 

Into  this  veffe!,  thus  prepared, 
I  introduced  two  of  my  th tall 
fifhes,  and  they  continued  very 
quiet,  without  being  teized  with 
any  convullions,  ten  minutes,  or 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  before  they 
died.  The  caufe  of  the  convul- 
fions,  therefore,  in  the  former  ex¬ 
periment,  mull  have  been  not  the 
nitrous  airy  properly  lpeaking,  but 
the  nitrous  acid ,  though  in  lo  very 
fmall  a  quantity,  diffufed  in  the 
water,  and  atting  like  the  fixed 
air  (which  is  only  another  kind 
of  acid)  in  the  water  impregnated 
with  it.  Whereas  in  this  experi¬ 
ment  the  fifhes  were  no  otherwife 
affeCted  than  they  were  in  the 
water  impregnated  with  phiegi- 
fticated  or  inflammable  air,  except 
that  the  water  imbibed  much 
moie  of  the  nitrous  air,  and  on 
that  account  was  fooner  fatal  to 
them. 


Of  the  Rein-Deer  ;  from  Barring¬ 
ton’s  IVIifce  lanies. 

IT  hath  been  a  generally  receiv¬ 
ed  opinion,  that  the  rein-deer 
will  not  live  for  any  time  fouth  of 
Lapland,  or  that  part  of  North 
America  which,  though  of  a  more 
fouthern  latitude,  equals  Lapland  in 
the  rigour  of  its  climate. 
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Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  had 
procured  five-and-twenty  of  thele 
quadrupeds,  which  fhe  propoled 
to  lend  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
which  might  long  fince  have  proved 
the  contrary,  had  they  reached  this 
country. 

Whkelock  was  then  ambafLdor 
from  England  at  that  court,  and 
endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  four 
Laplanders,  who  brought  the  teins 
as  far  as  Stockholm,  to  attend 
them  to  England,  which  they  re- 
1  u led  to  do,  but  faid  they  would 
take  care  of  them  during  the  win¬ 
ter.  1  he  Laplanders,  however, 
were  very  negligent  in  their  charge, 
for  loon  afterwards  fifteen  were 
killed  by  the  wolves,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  ten  did  not  long  fuivive, 
the  climate  of  Stockholm  being 
corsfidered  as  too  warm. 

Buffon  (who  is  one  of  the  late& 
naturalifts  that  hath  deferibed  the 
rein-deer)  metions,  that  three 
or  four  were  not  long  fince  carried 
to  Dantzic,  where  they  foon  died, 
as  the  temperature  of  the  air  was 
too  mild  for  them  ;  and  fn  another 
part  of  the  fame  article,  he  regrets 
the  impoflibility  of  feeing  this 
quadruped  alive  in  France,  on 
which  account  he  only  engraves 
the  fkeleton,  having  procured  a 
drawing  from  a  fpecimen  in  the 
Mufeum  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Eonroppidan  alio  fays,  that  it  will 
always  he  a  vam  attempt  to  natu¬ 
ralize  this  animal  in  other  coun-r 
tries,  as  no  nourifiiment  can  be 
found  any  where  elfe  which  will 
keep  them  alive,  fo  that  they  have 
all  perifhed. 

Notwithflanding,  however,  this 
inoft  prevailing  opinion,  it  is  con¬ 
tradicted,  by  the  TaCt  of  a  buck 
rein-deer  having  lived  near  three 
years  at  Homerton  (not  far  fron> 

Hackney), 
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Hackney  ),io  the  clofe  of  Mr.Heycie, 
a  merchant,  and  which  died  only 
in  1773?  very  iuddenly,  having  been 
the  preceding  day  in  perfect  health. 
He  was  lent  to  England  from  Nor¬ 
way  with  a  doe,  which  did  not 
live  more  than  a  year ;  and  Mr. 
Heyde  hath  this  autumn  [1773]  re¬ 
ceived  a  male  and  female,  which 
were  in  November  lall  very  heal¬ 
thy.  Leemius  obferves,  that  in 
Finmark  they  are  iubjett  to  theepi- 
lepfy. 

Every  written  voyage  to  the  higher 
northern  latitudes  makes  mention  of 
this  very  ufelul  quadruped,  whilft 
Scheffer,  Buffon,  Hoffberg,  and 
Leemius,  have  given  us  its  natural 
hiftory.  , 

Leemius  is  the  laff  of  thefe,  who 
publifhed  at  Copenhagen  his  ac¬ 
count  of  Finmark  Lapland  in  1767, 

and  refided  in  that  country  more 

•» 

than  ten  years;  he  is  therefore  more 
to  be  depended  upon  than  any  of 
the  others,  who,  it  is  believed,  ne¬ 
ver  law  the  animal  alive  ;  at  leaft 
the  upper  antlers,  as  engraved  by 
Hoffberg,  more  refembie  thole 
of  the  elk  than  of  the  rein-deer. 
There  is,  however,  a  very  good 
representation  of  the  rein-deer 
in  Pennant’s  Synopfis  of  Quadru¬ 
peds* 

As  Leemius’s  work  hath  lcarcely 
found  its  way  yet  into  the  more  fou- 
thern  parts  of  Europe,  I  fhall  make 
fome  extracts  from  it,  with  regard 
to  this  animal,  with  which  he  had 
fo  frequent  opportunities  oi  being 
thoroughly  acquainted. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  naturalifts  to 
be  peculiar  to  the  female  rein-deer, 
that  they  fhould  have  horns  as  weli 
as  the  male:  Leemius  however  re¬ 
marks,  that  this  is  not  always  the 
i'adt,  fome  having  none  at  all,  as 


likewife  that  they  lofe  them  entirely 
after  parturition. 

The  projecting  brow*  antler  alfo 
is  not  oblerved  in  any  other  fpecie3  ■ 
ot  deer,  the  uie  of  which  1  ihouid 
conceive  to  be  a  proper  defence  a- 
gainff  that  arch  enemy  the  wolf; 
and  Leemius  accordingly  mentions  1 
an  inftance  of  one  rein  having  drove 
away  two  of  thefe  maroders.  When 
the  reins,  however,  ule  their  antlers 
again  ft  their  own  fpecies  in  the  rut¬ 
ting  time,  the  horns  are  frequently  / 
fo  Entangled,  that  they  cannot  be  fe-  « 
parated  but  by  the  aftiftance  of  the  1 
rein  herd. 

If  it  be  afked  why  every  fpecies 
of  deer  hath  not  the  fame  protecr 
tion  ?  the  anfwer  fee  ms  to  be,  that 
the  fwiftnefs  of  the  other  kinds 
enables  them  to  eieape  their  pur¬ 
ifier. 

Though  the  northern  naturalifts 
fpeak  of  the  expedition  alfo,  with 
which  the  rein-deer  will  draw  the 
traineau  ;  yet  I  beg  leave  to  fay, 
from  having  feen  three  of  thefe  ani-  * 
mals,  that  they  are  rather  of  a  make 
calculated  for  the  collar,  than  for 
extraordinary  fwiftnefs  ;  and  I  have 
little  doubt  but  that  they  are  the 
ftoweft  of  their  whole  genus,  except 
the  elk,  whole  antlers  are  alfo  of  . 
a  moft  peculiar  form,  as  well  as  \ 
ftrength. 

I  ihouid  conceive  likewife,  that  3 
the  elk  makes  ufes  of  thefe  extra¬ 
ordinary  horns  to  remove  the  thick 
underwood  and  briars  in  which 
this  quadruped  lives,  not  being  fo 
fleet  as  the  reft  of  its  genus  are  : 
the  antlers  therefore  are  exceftively 
wide,  as  weli  as  (hallow,  and  the 
fagged  terminations  feern  not  im¬ 
proper  to  perforin  the  office  of  a 
law. 

I  know  well  that  fome  natural- 
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jib,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the 
ule  ot  pellicular  parts  in  jeveral 
animals,  have  rather  ridiculed  the 
attempt  to  uiicover  tor  what  pur- 
poie  they  ate  dtfigned  :  1  am  pet- 
luaded,  however,  that  this  arifes 
Irotn  ignorance  of  the  habits  ot  the 

O 

animal  (which  is  the  interefling  part 
ot  natural  hiftory)  ;  nor  is  it  lets 
true,  becaule  it  hath  been  often 
advanced,  that  nature  docs  nothing 
in  ’Vain. 

Buflon  makes  but  one  article  of 
the  rem  and  elk  ;  ire  alio  observes, 
that  when  the  latitude  beg  ns  to 
be  too  warm  for  the  former,  the 
elks  are  fir  ft  to  be  dilcovtred. 
North  America  furnifibes,  how¬ 
ever,  an  exception  to  this  obier- 
vation,  becaule  reins  are  found  in 
Newfoundland,  500  N.  lat.  and 
the  Hudfon’s  bay  company  have 
a  noble  fpecimen  of  elk’s  horns  in 
their  hall,  which  was  fent  them 
from  their  forts,  fome  of  which 
are  nine  degrees  to  the  northward  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  inuation 
is  fo  touch  more  inland,  and  con- 
ftquently  from  that  circumflance 
a!fo  the  temperature  nroie  cold 
than  might  be  expected,  meiely 
fiom  the  fort’s  being  nine  degrees 
nearer  to  the  pole.  On  the  other 
hand  ljbrand  Ides  met  with  a  great 
many  ref  ns  not  far  from  Nezzin- 
fkoi,  which  is  only  in  N.  lat.  50.  at 
no  great  dillance  fiom  the  Eailern 
Ocean. 

I  (hall  now  mention  two  or  three 
particulars  from  Leeniius,  with 
regard  to  the  rein,  which  have 
not  been  noticed  by  other  natu- 
ialifts. 

They  are  extravagantly  fond  of 
human  urine,  and  lick  up  the  fnow 
with  the  greateft  avidity  when  the 
upper  part  hate  been  ftained  by 
it ;  poffibiy,  however,  the  opening 
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the  way  to  their  favourite  lichen 
may  be  in  part  the  occafion  of 
their  immediately  finding  out  fuch 
ipots. 

We  have  the  fame  anthority  for 
their  killing  a  vaft  number  of  mice, 
which  are  called  in  the  Lapland 
language  Codde  Saepavu,  2nd  Le- 
nuzner  in  the  Noiwegian.  As  their 
make,  however,  is  not  deferibed, 
and  as  I  can  find  no  names  which 
bear  the  leatb  affinity  in  the  Fauna 
buecica,  it  is  impoffible  to  fettle 
the  fpecies.  Poffibiy  alfo  the 
teins  only  ule  this  food  when  they 
can  procure  no  other  ;  it  is  for  the 
fame  reafen  that  the  Lapland  gulls 
are  laid  likewile  to  feed  on  mice, 
and  the  crows  to  tear  the  linen 
which  is  hung  to  dry.  Leemius, 
in  other  parts  of  his  work,  men¬ 
tions,  that  they  devour  the  heads 
of  thefe  mice  only,  with  the 
gieatefl  avidity  ;  which  alfo  may 
arife  from  want  of  other  food,  as 
it  is  believed  that  no  other  qua- 
diuped  (which  chews  the  cud)  de- 
ftioys  animals  for  the  purpofe  of 
fufienance. 

All  defciibers  of  the  rein  have 
taken  notice  of  the  cracking  noife 
wffiich  they  make  when  they  move 
their  legs,  which  Hoffberg  attri¬ 
butes  to  the  animals  feparating 
and  afterwards  bringing  together 
the  divifions  of  their  hoof;  but 
he  dees  not  affign  the  caufe  of  the 
reins  fo  doing,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  the  following. 

The  rein  inhabits  a  country 
which  is  covered  with  fnow  for 
great  part  of  the  year  ;  ftie  hoof 
theiefore  of  this  quadruped  is 
moft  admirably  adapted  to  the 
lurface  which  it  is  moil  commonly 
to  tread. 

The  under  part  is  entirely  co¬ 
vered  with  hair,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner 
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ner  that  the  claw  of  the  Ptarmi- 
gaw  is  with  feathery  briftles,  which 
is  alrnoft  the  only  bird  that  can 
endure  the  rigour  of  the  fame  cli¬ 
mate. 

The  hoof,  however,  is  not  only 
thus  proteded  j  the  fame  neceffity 
which  obliges  the  Laplanders  to 
life  mow  thoes,  makes  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  width  of  the  reins  hoof  to 
be  equally  convenient  in  palling  over 
fnow,  as  it  prevents  their  linking 
too  deep,  which  they  would  be 
fubjed  to  eternally,  did  the  weight 
of  their  body  reft  only  on  a  fmall 
point. 

This  quadruped  hath  therefore 
an  inftind  to  uie  a  hoof  of  iuch  a 
form  in  a  ftill  more  advantageous 
manner,  by  feparating  it  when 
the  foot  is  to  touch  the  ground, 
fo  as  to  cover  a  larger  furface  of 
fnow.  The  inftant,  however,  the 
leg  of  the  animal  is  raifed,  the 
width  of  the  foot  becomes  incon¬ 
venient,  efpecially  when  it  is  go¬ 
ing  againft  the  wind ;  the  hoof, 
therefore,  is  then  immediately 
contracted,  and  the  collifion  of  the 
parts  occafions  the  lnapping,  which 
is  heard  upon  every  motion  of  the 
rein. 

Another  reafon,  poftibly,  for 
this  nolle,  may  arife  from  Lap¬ 
land’s  being  not  only  covered  with 
fnow  great  part  of  the  year,  but 
alfo  for  fome  time  under  a  perpe¬ 
tual  night ;  the  rein  is  a  gregari¬ 
ous  animal,  and  often  obliged  to 
go  a  great  way  for  fuftenance,  pro¬ 
bably  therefore  the  cracking  which 
they  perpetually  make,  may  ferve 
to  keep  them  together  when  the 
weather  is  remarkably  dark.  Bells 
round  flieep  are  known  to  be  very 
convenient  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
when  they  graze  upon  a  wide  ex¬ 
tended  down. 


Leemius  mentions  another  very  " 
frngular  circumftance  with  regard  •; 
to  the  Lapland  wolves  ;  which  is,  i 
that,  when  they  have  killed  the  1 
rein,  they  always  place  the  carcafe  . 
with  the  head  towards  the  eaft,  1 
and  that  the  fkeietons  are  coii-ij 
ftantly  found  in  fuch  p oft; ion.  Li 
This  fad,  indeed,  is  fo  extraordi-  1 
nary,  that  it  fhould  not  be  too  ; 
lightly  credited  ;  animals,  however,  a 
have  undoubtedly  their  reafon  for  f 
chufrng  or  declining  certain  af-  i 
peels:  the  nrArtin,  for  example, 
feldom  builds  its  neft  againft  the  ! 
fouth. 

T  hough  I  have  ftated  fo  many  r 
particulars  from  this  writer,  not  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  he  is  the  lateft  naiuralift  i 
who  hath  defcribed  the  rein,  but  be-  > 
caufe  he  redded  ten  years  in  Fin-  1 
mark  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  fake  notice  ? 
of  one  paftage  in  his  work,  in  which  : 
I  conceive  he  mull  be  entirely  mif-  1 
taken. 

Leemius  affirms,  in  his  ninth  ; 
chapter,  that  the  reins  lofe  their 
horns  in  l he  fpring,  which  is  not 
only  contradicted  by  whAt  HofF- 
berg  and  Buffon  have  advanced,  but 
by  the  fad,  for  Mr.  Beyde’s  buck 
dropt  his  horns  for  two  fucceffive 
winters,  but  refumed  them  in  the 
fpring.  In  one  of  thefe  years  they 
continued  to  be  no  more  tiu  U  flumps 
till  the  30th  of  January,  when  they 
began  to  lhoot ;  on  the  24th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  they  were  five  or  fix  inches 
high,  covered  with  a  deep  pile  of 
velvet. 

At  the  fame  time  Leemius  not 
only  afferts  this  to  happen  other- 
wife,  but  the  engravings  which  ac¬ 
company  his  work  reprefent  the 
deer  amongft  fnow  with  their  horns 
on. 

In  jwffice  to  Leemius,  however, 

I  fhould  add,  that  though  Flofr- 

berg 
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berg  and  BufFon  take  notice  that 
the  rein  lofes  his  horns  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  winter,  yet  other  natu- 
ialills  have  fuppofed  that  they 
were  of  uie  ill  lemoving  the  fnow 
which  covers  the  lichen  they  are 
laid  to  be  fo  fond  of,  and  which 
is  utterly  inconfiilent  with  this 
quadruped  being  deprived  of  them 
during  the  winter.  Leemius  indeed 
exprelsly  informs  us,  that  they  pro¬ 
cure  the  lichen  by  means  of  their 
feet. 

As  I  have  very  frequently  vifited 
Mr.  Heyde’s  rein,  I  fhall  now  men¬ 
tion  lome  lew  particulars  1  happen¬ 
ed  to  obferve  myfelf  with  regard  to 
-this  quadruped,  which  is  fo  feldom 
to  be  leen  to  the  louthward  of  the 
Baltic. 

This  animal  was  kept  in  a  clofe 
of  about  an  acre,  the  grafs  of 
which  was  rich ;  and  he  conilantly 
fed  upon  it  during  the  whole  year, 
though  he  was  much  fonder  of  the 
lichen,  which  was  fen t  over  from 
Norway  :  by  holding  a  little  of  it 
in  my  hand,  I  could  at  any  time 
bring  him  to  me.  No  animal,  in¬ 
deed,  could  be  better  humoured, 
as  he  would  even  permit  his  ant¬ 
lers  to  be  handled  when  the  blood 
velfels  were  moil  turgid.  He  like- 
wife  permitted  me  to  meafure  his 
height,  which  was  three  feet  two 
inches  and  a  half,  being  in  his  fixth 
year,  and  of  full  growth.  Now 
Leemius  obferves,  that  the  doe  is 
not  fo  large  as  the  buck  ;  and  1 
have  meaiured  the  fpecimen  of  a 
doe-rein,  lately  fent  to  the  Royal 
Society  from  Hudlon’s  bay,  which 
is  about  three  feet  in  height.  I 
flare  th‘s  companion,  becaufe  it 
makes  me  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  juftnefs  of  an  obfervation  of 
M.  de  BufFon,  who  (in  his  article 
Rein-deer)  fuppofes  that  all  Amen- 
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can  animals  are  lefs  than  the  fame 
fpecies  in  other  parts  of  the  globe. 
Mr.  Pennant  alfo  takes  notice,  that 
the  American  elk  is  larger  than  the 
European. 

I  once  faw  this  rein  in  Mr.  Heyde’s 
garden,  where  there  was  a  confi- 
derable  variety  of  flowering  fhrubs 
and  foreil- trees,  all  of  which  he 
browzed  upon  except  the  elder  ;  lie 
alfo  efrank  a  great  deal  of  water  out 
of  a  pond. 

I  have  therefore  little  doubt  but 
that  this  quadruped  will  live  with¬ 
out  the  Lapland  lichen,  to  which 
it  only  hath,  perhaps,  recourfe, 
becaufe  there  is  in  thofe  latitudes 
no  other  fullenance  during  the  win¬ 
ter. 

I  have,  indeed,  procured  fome 
of  this  lichen,  which  1  have  tailed, 
and  conceive  from  thence  it  may 
be  a  nourilhing  food  either  to 
man  or  bead  ;  it  is,  however,  by 
no  means  peculiar  to  Lapland,  as 
we  have  much  of  the  fame  on  our 
own  heaths.  In  one  iefped,  in¬ 
deed,  the  rein  fares  better  in  Eng¬ 
land  than  in  Lapland,  as  Hoff- 
berg  and  all  other  naturalitls  fpeak 
much  of  its  fuffering  from  an  in- 
fed,  which  they  term  the  Oeftrus 
'i  arandi.  We  have,  perhaps,  the 
fame  gad-fly  in  England,  but  they 
are  not  fo  numerous,  and  Mr. 
Heyde’s  rein  did  not  feem  to  feel 
much  inconvenience  from  this  per¬ 
fection. 

Le  Brun  obferves,  that  the  rein 
carries  his  head  fo  high,  that  the 
horns  touch  the  back ;  and  it  is  not 
therefore  improbable  that  thefe  ant¬ 
lers  may  be  given  them  as  a  means 
of  removing  thefe  very  troublefome 
infeds. 

'i  he  fame  traveller  takes  notice, 
that  the  chiefs  of  the  Samoieds 
have  fometimes  fix  or  eight  of 

them 
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them  to  draw  their  traineaus,  and 
that  they  never  fweat,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  being  often  much  preffed, 
but  pant  with  their  tongues  out, 
juft  as  grey-hounds  do  after  a  fevere 
courfe. 

Leemius  alfo  ififorms  us,  that 
after  being  hard  driven  they  lofe 
their  fight  frequently  for  three  or 
four  days. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  Mr, 
Heyde’s  buck  rein  was  very  good 
humoured ;  poflibly,  however,  if 
he  had  been  haralfed,  I  fhould  not 
have  found  him  fo  tradable, 
for  on  account  of  its  greater  doci- 

^  O 

lity,  a  gelt  rein  bears  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  price  in  Lapland,  and  another 
caufe  for  the  advanced  value  is, 
that  the  operation  being  performed 
but  aukwardly,  the  owners  frequent¬ 
ly  lofe  them  :  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  poorer  Laplanders  only  harnefs 
the  doe. 


Of  the  Bat ,  or  Rere  -  Mouje  ;  from 
the  fame  Author. 

r-|p'  H  E  bat  is  fo  difagreeabie  an 
animal,  that  we  aife  generally 
deiirous  of  avoiding  it  rather  than 
examining  into  its  habits  ;  the 
confequence  of  which  averiion  is, 
that  we  are  more  ignorant  with  re¬ 
gard  to  its  natural  hiftory,  than  per¬ 
haps  of  any  other  animal  of  the 
fame  fize. 

Hideous  as  it  may  appear  to  our 
eyes,  yet,  if  we  are  to  believe 
Johnfon  (who  is  a  writer  of  merit) 
there  is  a  perpetual  alliance  be¬ 
tween  them  and  pigeons,  info- 
much,  that  if  the  head  of  a  bat  is 
fixed  upon  the  top  of  a  pigeon- 
houfe,  the  pigeons  will  never  leave 
it.  I  profefs,  however,  that  I  can¬ 
not  hear  this  animal  hath  any  other 
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friend  orally,  and  they  muft  natu-  ; 
raily  be  dreaded  by  moths  or  others 
infects  of  the  night,  as  much  as  > 
hawks  are  the  teiror  of  our  Imalier  | 
birds  j  nature  is  one  perpetual  fcene  r 
of  warfare,  for  the  fake  of  food,  ; 
and  bats  again  become  the  prey  of  , 
owls. 

A  friend  of  mine  kept  one  for  < 
ten  days,  and  was  much  amufed  1 
with  its  manner  of  taking  flies,  \ 
on  which  it  chiefly  lived  :  Lin¬ 
naeus  hath  c  la  (fed  it  with  his  pri¬ 
mates,  at  the  head  c*  which  ftands  : 
Man  :  a  more  natural  arrangement, 
perhaps,  might  have  exalted  this 
animal  to  the  order  of  angels,  as 
they  ate  depidled  with  wings  as  well 
as  teats. 

I  never  met  with  any  one  who 
haft  tailed  a  bat  :  and,  indeed, 
with  us  they  are  fo  diminutive, 
that  the  tnorfel  fhould  be  as  deli¬ 
cate  as  it  is  fmali.  In  the  ifland 
of  Mauritius,  .however,  where 
they  are  very  large,  the  feamen 
confider  them  as  dainties.  “  They 
are  innumerable,  and  fome  as 
large  as  goftiawks,  and  the  feamen 
cafe  them  as  rabbits ;  they  hang  in 
fwarms  on  the  boughs  of  the  trees, 
by  cluwsjjfixed  at  the  extreme  part 
of  their  wings,  and  their  monkey 
faces  turned  downwards.”  In  the 
time  of  falconry  they  were  given  to 
ha  vvks  as  a  remedy  for  the  failing 
ficknefs.  % 

From  its  likenefs  to  a  moufe, 
the  fynonym  is  formed  in  many 
languages,  the  French  terming  it 
cbauue-faurrs  and  ratpennade.  The 
Dutch,  Vleermuys.  The  Ger¬ 
mans,  Fleder-maufch.  The  Danes, 
Flaggermuus.  The  Swedes,  Fla- 
der-mus.  The  Spaniards,  Mur- 
cielago.  As  for  our  modern  name 
of  Bat,  I  do  not  know  whence  we 
apply  it  to  this  animal,  but  it  was 

anciently 
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anciently  called  rere-moufey  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon  hpejaemuf.  Our 
blafoners  alfo  ule  this  word.  In 
the  Greek  and  Latin,  however,  the 
name  is  taken  bom  its  appearing 
only  during  the  night  vvxTi^g  &  vefi- 
pertilio. 

“  Scioque  trahunt  a  vtTpere  nomen.”  Ov. 

Different  fpecies,  or  varieties  of 
bats,  are  found  in  mod  quarters 
both  or  the  old  and  new  world  ; 
but  for  an  enumeration  of  thele  I 
fh  1 1 1  refer  to  Mr.  Pennant’s  mod 
excellent  Synoplls  of  (Tiadiupeds, 
and  after  obierving,  that  iome  of 
thofe  in  America  are  fuppofed  to 
luck  blood  of  per  Tons  afleep,  I  fhall 
confine  niyfeff  to  thole  or  our  own 
ifland. 

That  mod  able  naturaliid  Mr. 
Ray,  takes  notice  of  but  one  fpecies, 
though  Mr.  Pennant  conceives  that 
we  have  rour.  Nothing  can  exceed 
both  the  diligence  and  accuracy  of 
Ray,  but  the  common  averrton  to 
thefe  animals  feems  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  both  him  and  others  from 
either  catching  or  examining  many 
fpecies. 

Having  but  two  teats,  it  is  fup¬ 
pofed  that  they  never  produce  more 
than  two  young  ones,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Pu’ny,  they  fly  about  with 
on  their  back. 

If  this  is  true  at  all,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  it  only  takes  place 
when  the  young  are  to  be  taught 
to  fly,  as  they  may  he  more  ealily 
launched  from  their  parents  back 
into  the  air,  than  from  any  other 
place.  They  cannot  rife  at  all 
from  the  ground,  according  to 
Linnaeus ;  and  in  this  fituation 
therefore  they  feem  diverted  of 
eveiy  prerenlion  to  be  deemed 
birds,  if  their  being  viviparous, 
.and  having  no  beaks,  did  not  fuf- 
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ficiently  exclude  them,  as  well  as 
their  want  of  feathers.  As  to 
their  having  wings,  a  flying  fifii, 
or  the  flying  fquirrel,  might  for 
the  fame  reafon  be  conhdered  as 
birds. 

But  the  mort  intererting  part  in 
relation  to  this  animal,  is  its  rtate 
of  torpidity  during  the  winter,  to 
which  it  is  induced  probably  from 
want  of  flying-inleCfs  for  its  food, 
as  feems  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  lwal- 
low  tribe. 

In  this  part  of  the  natural  hirtory 
of  this  animal,  I  am  much  indebted 
to  the  communication  of  a  mort  in- 
gervous  correlpondent,  who  knows 
where  to  find  them  torpid  at  any 
time  during  the  winter,  and  more 
particularly  in  a  large  cavern  near 
Torbav. 

*  j 

[’he  prevailing  notion  that  they 
hang  always  in  clurters  touching 
each  other  is  not  true,  as  this  de¬ 
pends  entirely  upon  their  having  a 
proper  opportunity  of  adhering  to 
the  place  from  which  they  are  fuf- 
pended  ;  they  fometimes,  therefore, 
are  in  contact,  and  often  at  confi- 
derable  di  fiances,  but  always  fix 
themfelves  by  both  their  feet. 

Martial  fays  of  the  dormoufe, 
that  it  is  fatter  during  its  rtate  of 
torpidity  than  when  it  revives.  I 
therefore  begged  to  know  from 
Mr.  Cornifh,  whether  this  was  the 
cafe  with  bats  during  winter,  v/ho 
informs  me  that  the  fact  does 
not  hold  with  regard  to  the  one  or 
the  other,  and  that  bats  mute 
whilft  they  are  thus  fufpended. 
Both  dormice  and  bats  lofe  from 
five  to  Lven  grains  in  weight  during 
a  fortn’rht,  whilft  in  a  rtate  of  tor- 
pidiry. 

Bats  on  the  whole  fare  better 
during  a  hard  than  a  mild  winter, 
for  warm  weather  not  only  awakens 

them. 
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them,  but  promotes  their  power 
ot  digeftion,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  they  cannot  procure  'the  food 
ot  which  they  are  in  fearch.  This 
holds  iikewile  with  regard  to  bees, 
which  are  better  prelerved  in  a 
dark  room  than  if'  expofed  to 
the  air  whilft  torpid,  becaufe  forne- 
ti  tries  they  are  awakened  by  the 
mild  temperature  of  the  weather, 
when  there  are  no  flowers  for  their 
fup  port. 

As  bats  mute  whilft  torpid, 
there  is  alfo  a  circulation  of  the 
blood,  for  Mr.  Cornifh  having 
applied  a  thermometer  to  the  body 
of  one  perfectly  afteep,  which 
lfood  at  36,  the  heart  beat  60 
times  in  a  minute ;  the  fame  bat 
being  awakened  fo  as  to  fly  weak¬ 
ly,  the  thermometer  applied  in 
the  fame  manner  rofe  to  38,  and 
the  heart  beat  100  times  in  a  mi¬ 
nute. 

They  have  been,  however,  ob¬ 
served  to  continue  in  their  torpid 
ftate,  when  the  thermometer,  plac¬ 
ed  in  the  air,  hath  been  at  48, 
which  is  ten  degrees  warmer  than 
the  animal  when  awakened  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  experiment. 

Moil  of  the  bats  roofed  by  irri¬ 
tation  have  not  furvived  more  than 
three  days,  but  then  it  is  dated  that 
the  weather  became  colder.  Fre¬ 
quent  attempts  have  been  made  to 
revive  them  after  this  teeming  death, 
but  they  have  all  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual. 

Having  defired  Mr.  Cornifh  to 
make  fome  experiments  with  an 
air-pump  on  torpid  bats,  he  in¬ 
forms  me  that  his  apparatus  for 
that  purpofe  is  not  fo  good  as  it 
fhould  be,  but  that  he  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  from  fome  iniperfett  trials, 
that  they  are  not  fo  foon  a  defied 
by  want  of  air,  as  other  animals, 


which  do  not  deep  during  the  win-  j 
er. 

That  diftingmfhed  anatom? ft  ; 
Mr.  John  Hunter,  having  occa-  5 
flon  to  difleft  bats  during  the  \ 
winter,  applied  to  me  to  procure  i 
him  fome  from  Devonlhire,  know-  1 
ing  that  J  had  a  correfpondence  : 
with  Mr.  Cornifh,  who  could  at  s 
any  time  refoit  to  their  lurking  1 
places. 

f  accordingly  requelled  Mr.  \ 
Cornifh  to  fend  up  a  dozen  of  : 
bats  in  their  Hate  of  torpidity,  j 
which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  do 
by  the  next  conveyance ;  but  ; 
though  he  had  packed  them  with 
the  greatefl  care,  they  died,  as 
Mr.  Cornifh  apprehended,  before 
they  reached  London.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  carriage  probably  oc¬ 
ca  honed  this  difappointment,  as 
alfo  that  they  did  not  hang  in  their 
ufual  attitude,  nor  in  the  proper 
temperature  of  air.  If  they  had 
continued  to  live,  Mr.  Cornifh  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  though  one  could 
perceive  no  motion  in  them,  yet  if 
placed  in  contact  with  a  proper  cre¬ 
vice,  they  would  however  fix  them- 
felves  by  their  claws. 

Thefe  bats  were  kept  for  fome 
time  by  Mr.  Hunter  before  he 
would  abfolutely  pronounce  them 
to  be  dead,  and  afterwards,  at 
Sir  Afhton  Lever’s,  before  they 
were  yk/  up  ;  but  though  they  ne¬ 
ver  (hewed  any  Signs  of  life,  yet 
their  bodies  did  not  putrify.  The 
fame  thing  I  had  occafion  to  obferve 
with  regard  to  fome  torpid  mar¬ 
tins  which  were  fent  to  me  from 
Somerfetfhire  and  which  I  wifhed 
Mr.  Hunter  to  diflect.  Thefe  birds 
alfo  did  not  revive,  but  no  figns 
of  putrefa&ion  appeared,  though 
they  were  kept  a  considerable 
time. 

And 


> 


N  A  T  U  R  A  I . 

And  here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  a  moderate  beat,  fuch  as  the 
bofom  or  hand,  is  the  moft  like] v 
to  bring  torpid'  animals  to  life, 
which  are  often  killed  by  being 
placed  too  near  the  lire,  from  the 
common  prejudice,  that  one  can¬ 
not  have  tco  much  of  a  good 
thing. 

Fora  more  immediate  tell;  of 
life  iu  the  animal,  it  will  ihrink 
either  upon  the  touch,  or  holding 
a  lighted  candle  near  it. 


On  the  Torpidity  of  the  S-wallow 
Tribe  nnhen  they  difappear.  From 
the  fame  Author . 

Y  N  the  foregoing  treatife  upon 
i  the  migration  of  birds,  the 
appearance  and  difappearance  of 
the  fwallow-tribe  hath  neceflarily 
been  touched  upon  ;  but  I  think 
it  better  to  referve,  for  a  fe'pa- 
rate  diflertation,  what  more  par¬ 
ticularly  relates  to  their  being 
during  the  winter  in  a  Hate  of  tor¬ 
pidity.  *  , 

I  h  ave  for  many  years  attended 
carefully  to  the  motions  of  thefe 
birds  from  the -latter  end  of  March 
to  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
which  time  I  have  travelled  into, 
or  returned  from.  North  Wales. 

For  the  laft  twelve  years  the 
fpring  feafons  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  generally 
dry,  the  eaft  winds  prevailing  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  April. 

The  confequence  hath  been, 
that  on  my  journev  towards 
Wales,  or  upon  my  arrival  in  trie 
principality,  I  have  perhaps  feen 
a  draggling  fwallowor  fwallows  ; 
but  upon  the  weather  growing 
more  fevere,  they  have  difappear- 
ed  perhaps  for  a  fortnight  or 
V ol.  XXIV. 
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more,  fo  that  I  never  have  been 
able  to  procure  any,  though  I 
have  lent  people  out  with  guns  to 
fh  oot  them.  My  inducement  was 
to  examine  them  upon  their  fir  ft 
appearance,  and  to  fee  in  what 
plight  they  might  be,  both  as  to' 
caie  and  plumage  ;  as  alfo  what 
they  might  feed  upon  before  ma¬ 
ny  winged  iniedfs  are  to  be  found. 

Upon  my  return  towards  Lon¬ 
don  I  have  commonly  feen  five  or 
fix  flamming  over  the  river  CKvyd, 
near  the  gate  of  the  town  of  Ru¬ 
thin,  which  is  called  Porthydwr. 

After  this  it  hath  commonly 
happened,  that  I  have  not  ob¬ 
ferved  any  of  this  tribe  of  birds 
but  at  the  diftance  of  20,  30,  or 
40  miles,  and  this  always  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  approach  to 
rivers  or  ponds,  fo  that  I  could 
be  tolerably  certain  where  I  might 
expedt  to  obferve  them. 

i  hefe  circumftances  feem  to  me 
very  decifive,  that  fwallows  are 
concealed  near  the  place  where 
they  begin  to  appear  ;  and  on  firlt 
confideration  of  thefe  fadts  it  may 
be  perhaps  inferred,  that  thefe 
birds  are  all  to  be  found  under 
the  water  ;  it  muft  however  be 
recollected,  that  they  probably 
procure  more  food  in  fuch  fitua- 
tions  when  on  the  wing,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  winter  refi- 
dence.  By  the  latter  end  of  April 
the  fwallow  tribe  appears  in  num¬ 
bers.  , 

1  fhall  now  Hate  fuch  fadls  as  1 
have  myfelf  obferved,  or  received 
from  ingenious  correfpondents,  in 
relation  to  each  fpecics  of  fwal¬ 
low,  and  without  heiitation  make 
my  own  inferences,  leaving  them 
to  be  cor  re  died  by -thefe  who  may 
be  trtbre  fortunate  in  colledfing 
mo  re  d  c  c  i  fi  .•  e  in  ft  an  cc  s . 

F 
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tedimony  of  the  inhabitants  of 


I  iliall  begin  with  the  f'wallo'i v, 
as  Mr.  Pennant  does  in  his  Bri- 
tifh  Zoology ;  and  premife  that 
1  mean  the  fpecies  whofe  tail  is 
moil  forked,  and  which  is  marked 
with  a  red  fpot  on  the  forehead 
and  chin. 

This  bird  appears  the  firft  of  its 
tribe,  and  fas  I  conceive  at  lead) 
hides  itfelf  under  water  during 
the  winter,  becaufe,  in  the  few 
indances  where  the  relater  hath 
been  able  to  particularize  the  fpe¬ 
cies  thus  found,  it  hath  happened 
to  be  a  fwallow. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  treatife  on 
ornithology,  written  in  the  Nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  Europe,  which  does 
not  allude  to  the  fubmerfion  of 
fwallows  during  the  winter,  as  a 
fa£t  almod  as  well  known  as  their 
peopling  the  air  during  the  fura- 
mer  ;  and  becaufe  the  name  of 
Linnaeus  is  refpedted  by  mod  of 
the  incredulous  on  this  head,  I 
copy  from  him  the  following  words 
In  the  defcription  of  the  bird. 

“  Hirundo  \Rruftica\ ,  habitat 
in  Europm  domibus  intra  tedium, 
tinaque  cum  urbica  demergitur, 
vereqne  emergit.5’ 

It  is  alfo  clear  from  the  expref- 
fion  of  demergitur  (though  per¬ 
haps  not  claffical)  that  this  natu¬ 
ral  id  conceived,  thefe  birds  hid 
themielves  underwater  during  the 
winter  ;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  he  feems  to  have  dated  it 
after  a  proper  examination,  be¬ 
caufe  in  the  Fauna  Suecica,  pub- 
I idled  five  years  before,  he  omits 
the  mention  of  this  circum- 
dance. 

As  the  indances  of  finding 
fwallows  under  water  are  moll 
common  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
Europe,  I  {hall  begin  with  the 


that  part  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Peter  Brown,  a  Norwegian 
and  ingenious  painter,  informs 
me,  that  from  the  age  of  6  to  17, 
whild  he  was  at  fchool  near 
Sheen,  he  with  his  companions 
hath  con  dandy  found  fwallows  in 
numbers  torpid  under  the  ice, 
which  covered  bogs,  arid  that 
they  have  often  revived  upon  be¬ 
ing  brought  into  a  warm  room. 

Baron  Rudbeck,  a  Swedifh 
gentleman,  who  was  not  long 
fince  in  England,  hath  a  (hired  me 
that  this  facl  was  fo  well  known 
in  Sweden  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
with  any  one. 

Mr.  Stephens,  A.  S.  S.  informs 
me,  that  when  he  was  14  years  of 
age,  a  pond  of  his  father’s  (who 
was  vicar  of  Shrivenham,  in 
Berkfhire)  was  cleaned  during  the 
month  of  February,  that  he  pick¬ 
ed  lip  himfelf  a  cinder  of  three  or 
four  fwallows  (or  martins)  which 
were  caked  together  in  the  mild, 
that  the  birds  were  carried  into 
the  kitchen,  on  which  they  foon 
afterwards  flew  about  the  room, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  father,  mo¬ 
ther,  and  others,  particularly  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Pye.  Mr.  Stephens  alfo 
told  me  that  his  father  obferved  at 
the  time,  he  had  read  of  fimilar 
indances  in  the  Northern  writers. 
Though  I  have  dated  thefe  birds 
to  have  been  either  fwallows  or 
martins,  I  rather  fuppofe  them  to 
have  been  the  former,  frorri  their 
being  found  under  water. 

The  compilers  of  the  Encyclo¬ 
pedic  (art.  Mort.)  have  inferted 
the  following  obfervation  and  fact 
in  relation  to  fwallows  difeovered 
in  the  fame  fituation. 

“  Plufieurs  oifeaux  paffant  aufii 

tout 
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tout  Phyver  fous  les  eaux,  tellcs 
font  hirondelles ,  qui  loin  . d’aller 
fui  van  t  Per  rear  populairs  fort  accre¬ 
ditee,  dans  les  elimats  plus  chauds, 
fc  precipitent  an  fond  de  la  mer, 
des  lacs,  &  dcs  rivieres,  &c.” 

It  is  there  alfo  Hated,  that  Mr. 
Falconet,  a  Phyfician,  living  at 
Paris,  had  feen  in  one  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  “  une  maffie  de  terre  que 
les  pecheurs  avoient  tiree  de  l’eau; 
apres  avoir  lavee  8c  debronillce, 
il  appercut  que  ce  n’etoit  autre, 
chofe  qu'un  amas  d’hirondelles,” 
which,  on  being  brought  to  the 
fire  revived,  the  fifhers  declaring 
that  this  was  not  uncommon. 

The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Stilling- 
fleet  informs  us,  that  one  fwal  - 
low’s  being  found  at  the  bottom 
of  a  pond  in  winter,  and  brought 
to  life  by  warmth,  was  attefled 
to  him  by  a  gentleman  of  charac¬ 
ter. 

Some  years  avo  the  moat  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle.  was  cleaned  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  October,  and 
the  water  let  out  for  that  purpofe, 
when  on  the  lides  of  the  rnoat, 
and  much  below  the  parts  which 
had  been  covered  with  water,  a 
great  number  of  fwallows  were 
feen  to  all  appearance  dead,  but 
their  plumage  not  impaired. 

Du  Tertre  mentions,  that  a 
Ruffian  of  credit  had  told  him, 
that,  a  piece  of  ice  in  a  village  of 
Mufcovy  having  been  brought  into 
a  houfe  with  fwallows  in  it,  they 
all  revived. 

There  are  feveral  reafons  why 
fwallows  fhould  not  be  frequently 
thus  found  ;  ponds  are  feldom 
cleaned  in  the  winter,  as  it  is 
fuch  cold  work  for  the  labourers, 
and  the  fame  inllincl  which 
prompts  the  bird  thus  to  conceal 
itfelf,  inftruch  it  to  choofe  fuch  a 
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place  of  fecurity,  that  common 
accidents  will  not  difcover  it. 

But  the -ftrongell  reafon  for  fuch 
accounts  not  being  more  nume- 
rous,  is,  that  faffs  of  this  fort  are 
fo  little  attended  to  ;  for  though  I 
was  born  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
pond  near  Shrivenham,  and  have 
always  had  much  curiofity  with 
regard  to  the  natural  hiftory  of 
animals,  yet  I  never  heard  a  fylla- 
ble  about  this  very  material  ancf 
interefting  intelligence  till  very 
lately. 

To  thefe  instances  I  miift  alfo 
add,  that  fwallows  may  be  con- 
11;  anti  y  taken  in  the  month  of 
October,  during  the  dark  nights, 
whilll  they  fit  on  the  willows  in 
the  thames  ;  and  that  one  may 
alrnoft  inftantaneoully  fill  a  large 
fack  with  them,  becaufe  at  this 
time  they  will  not  ftir  from  the 
twigs,  when  you  lay  your  hands 
upon  them.  This  looks  very 
much  like  their  beginning  to  be 
torpid  before  they  hide  thetn- 
felves  under  the  water. 

A  man  near  Brentford  fays* 
that  he  hath  caught  them  in  this 
Hate  in  the  eyt  oppofite  to  that 
town,  even  fo  late  as  November. 

I  lhall  conclude  the  proofs  on 
this  firlt  bead  by  the  dignified 
teftimony  of  Sigifmond  King  of 
Poland,  who  affirmed,  on  his  oath, 
to  Cardinal  Commendon,  that  he 
had  frequently  feen  fwallows 
which  were  found  at  the  bottom 
of  lakes. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  the  fe- 
cond  fpecies  ofjthe  fwallow  tribe, 
called  a  martin ,  which  hath  no 
colours  but  black  and  white,  hath 
a  fhorter  tail  than  the  preceding, 
and  builds  commonly  under  the 
eaves  ofhoufes. 

I  may  be  miilaken,  but  1  lhall 

F  Z  hers 


68  ANNUAL  RE 

here  again  hazard,  a  conjecture 
that  this  fpecier  does  not  hide  it- 
felf  under  water  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  but  rather  in  the  crevices  of 
rocks  or  other  proper  lurking 
places  above  ground,  as  mod  of 
thofe  which  have  been  difcover- 
ed  in  fuch  fituations  have  been 
martins. 

The  inftances  of  this  fort  are  fo 
numerous  from  all  parts,  that  to 
brincr  them  within  a  moderate 
com.pafs  I  muft  only  feleft  a  few 
of  them  ;  promifing  thofe  who  are 
incredulous,  that  1  can  mod  rea¬ 
dily  furnifh  many  more  than  I 
fhall  now  produce. 

I  diall  begin  with  a  letter  dated 
at  Towyn  in  Merionethfhire, 
dated  March  22,  1773. 

Extract  from  a  letter  relative  to 
torpid  Martins. 

\  'Towyn,  Merionethjhire , 

Sir,  March  22,  1773- 

I  received  yours  ;  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  defire  I  made  as  much 
enquiry  as  I  could  concerning  the 
fwallows.  Richard  Hugh,  a 
boatman  at  Aberdyfyny,  tells  me, 
that  he  lived  with  Mr.  Anwil  about 
twenty  years  ago,  when  they 
were  found  .  by  Mr.  Anwil  him- 
felf,  .who  ordered  him,  with  fome 
others  of  his  fervants,  to  go  along 
with  him  to  fee  them  ;  and  the 
faid  Richard  Hugh  really  believes 
that  there  were  fome  thoufands  of 
them  ;  and  Mr.  Anwil,  with  his 
own  hand,  put  io  ne  of  them  into 
a  part  of  the  cliff  which  remained 
in  the  rock  ;  they  could  at  fir  ft 
fcarceiy  perceive  life  in  them,  but 
boon'  they  began  to  crawl  a  little, 
then  they  carried  fome  into  the 
houfe,  and  held  them  near  the 
lire,  when  they  became  pretty 
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lively,  Richard  Hugh  cannot 
recoil  eFt  who  was  the  perfon  that 
faw  them  befide.  himfelf  and  Mr. 
Anwil,  neither  can  he  remember 
exactly  what  montli  it  was  ;  but 
he  is  ready  to  make  oath,  that  it 
was  a  very  uncommon  time  of  year 
to  fee  fwallows,  and  to  the  bell  of 
his  memory  it  was  either  tike  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  January  or  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  February.  I  .went  to 
Mr.  Griffith  Evans  at  Tymaiir, 
to  aik  whether  he  had  heard  any 
thing  of  them  ;  and  he  told  me, 
that  he  now  well  remembers,  to 
have  heard  Mr.  Anwil  telling  a 
deal  about  them,  how  remarkable 
it  was  to  lee  them  at  fuch  time 
of  the  year,  and  he  believes  it  was 
about  twenty  years  ago;  and  Mr. 
Griffith  Evans  fays  he  is  pofitive 
that  it  is  true.  Alio  one  Hueh 
Richard,  a  very  credible  old  man 
in  this  town,  fays  that  he  really 
heard  Mr.  Anwil  mentioning 
them.’* 

I  have  another  account  of  the 
fame  fort  with  regard  to  fwallows 

O  .  ■* 

(or  martins)  being  difeovered, 
about  16  years  ago,  at  Yew  Law 
Caftle,  near  Hawarden,  in  Flint- 
fhire. 

I  have  received  alfo  the  fame 
kind  of  information  relative  to 
torpid  fwallows,  in  Carnarvon- 
fhire,  and  Caftleton  in  Derby- 
Ihire. 

Sir  William  Bellers  told  the 
late  Dr.  Chauncey  that  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  ftop  at  a  Eiflierman’s 
houfe  in  Cornwall,  whole  net  had 
been  much  torn  by  a  large  clod  of 
earth,  which,  upon  being  examin¬ 
ed,  was  very  full  of  fwallows,  that 
awaked  from  their  torpidity  upon 
being  brought  near  the  fire.  I 
ftiould  rather  fuppofe  however  that 
they  were  martins,  from  the  cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance  of  their  being  round  in 
a  largo  clod  of  earth,  which  had 
probably  dropt  from  tiie  bank  a 
little  while  before. 

By  a  letter  from  Dr.  Finley, 
Pro vo ft  of  the  college  of  New 
Jerfey,  dated  May  r,  1767,  to 
the  late  l)r.  Chandler,  and  loon 
afterwards  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society,  it  appears  that  the 
fame  notion  prevails  in  America., 
with  regard  at  leaft  to  fome  fpecies 
of  their  own  fwallows.  Kahn  alfo 
mentions  their  being  found  torpid 
in  holes  and  clefts  of  rocks  near 
Albany. 

Dr.  Pallas  gives  an  account 
that  on  the  i  St h  of  March  a  fwal- 
low  (perhaps  martin)  was  brought 
to  him,  near  Ufa,  which  had 
been  found  in  a  field,  to  all  ap  ¬ 
pearance  lifelefs,  but  having  re¬ 
mained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
warm  room,  it  flew  about,  and 
lived  fome  days,  till  killed  by  ac¬ 
cident. 

Mr.  Cornifh,  an  ingenious  fur- 
geon,  who  refides  at  Totnefs  in 
Devonshire.,  was  hiking  in  the 
river  Dart,  at  the  beginning  of 
November,  1774,  and  on  a  very 
warm  day  obferved  feveral  martins 
i flu i tig  from  fome  large  rocks, 
overgrown  with  ivy  and  thicket. 
On  this  appearance,  at  fuch  a 
time  of  the  yeaiY,  he  defifted  from 
his  amufement,  that  he  might 
more  attend  to  the  motions  of 
thefe  birds,  which  had  been 
brought  out  of  their  winter  quar¬ 
ters  by  the  fiwenefs  of  the  weather, 
the  fun  at  that  time  fhining-  flronp- 
on  the  rocks.  They  continued  to 
flit  backwards  and  forwards  for 
almoft  half  an  hour,  keeping  very 
near  together,  and  never  flying  in 
a  diredt  line,  nor  when. at  the  far- 
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theft  above  a  hundred  yards  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  rocks,  clofer  to 
which  they  now  (as  the  fun  low¬ 
ered)  began  to  gather  very  fa  ft. 
Their  numbers  were  then  lefiencd 
conficierably,  and  in  a  very  fhort 
time  they  all  returned  to  the  fif- 
fures  of  the  rocks,  from  whence 
they  had  been  induced  to  venture 
out  by  the  warmth  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  Cornifh  concludes  this  ac¬ 
count  by  a  fie  rt  mg  very  poiitively, 
that  there  was  not  one  fwallow 
amongft  thefe  martins. 

The  fame  i  i  i  ge  n  i  o  a  s  n  atu  ra  1  i  ft 
afterwards  mentions,  that  he  hath 
feen  martins  at  Totnefs  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January, 
though  he  never  obferved  a  fwal- 
low  at  that  feafon  ;  in  which  fact 
he  is  confirmed  by  a  perfon  whole 
name  is  Didham,  and  who  faw 
two  martin?  on  the  26th  of  De¬ 
cember  at  a  place  called  Syffier- 
ton. 

1  (hall  here  fubjoin  other  fadts 
of  the  fame  kind,  which  I  have 
received  from  the  fame  good  au¬ 
thority. 

Mr.  Manning,  a  furgeon  of  re- 
putation  in  Kingfbridge,  when  a 
boy,  and  in  fearch  of  fparrows 
nefts,  on  a  headland,  called  the 
Hope,  pulled  out  from  under  the 
thatch  of  an  uninhabited  houfe 
great  numbers  of  fwallows  (or 
martins)  which  he  confidcred.  as 
dead,  but  they  afterwards  reviv¬ 
ed  ;  and  their  number  amounted 
to  more  than  40.  Mr.  Manning 
recolledts  the  fact  at  prefent  as  if 
it  had  been  more  recent,  and 
likevvife  remembers,  that  the  plu¬ 
mage  was  in  perfedt  order  ;  which 
was  the  cafe  alio  with  fome  mar¬ 
tins,  which  I  received  rnyfelf 
during  the  winter,  from  Camerton 
F  3  in 
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in  Somerfetfirire,  in  which  -there 
was  not  the  leaft  mark  of  putre¬ 
faction. 

Another  perfon  drew  out  a  great 
number  of  martins  from  the  wall 
of  an  old  cattle  in  wales  during 
winter,  and  the  heat  of  his  hands 
recovered  feme  of  them  fo  as  to 
fly. 

Again,  a  plumber  in  Mr.  Cor- 
nifti’s  neighbourhood  hath  made 
^  folemn  depofition,  that  being 
at  work  on  the  leads  of  Foraby- 
Tioufe,  (fituated-  on  the  fea-coaft 
in  Torbay)  early  in  the  fpring, 
he  found  in  fome  of  the  citterns 
feveral  martins  :  that  he  at  firft 
believed  them  to  be  dead  ;  but  as 
they  looked  not  at  all  decayed,  lie 
began  to  fuppofe  they  might  be 
only  alleep,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  idea,  curiofity 
tempting  to  hold  one  of  them  in 
in  his  hand  for  a  few  minutes,  the 
bird  became  ffrong  enough  to  fly 
two  or  three  yards. 

Kyrcher  {peaks  of  a  deep  cavern 
hi rdi  no  the  Ttwerone,  which  the 

O  »■  . 

mountaineers  told  him  was  never 
left  by  the  fwallows  in  winter. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bofworth  ob- 
ferved  five  fw allows  (or  martins) 
creep  out  of  the  wall  of  Merton 
College,  of  Oxford,  during  the 
month  of  January,  which  returned 
again  to  their  dormitories  on  the 
weather  becoming  colder. 

Mr.  Hooper,  F.  R.  S.  hath  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  martins  were  feen 
at  Chriftchurch  in  Flampfhire  fo 
late  as  Cbriftmas,  in  1772,  when 
the  flies  alio  began  to  be  trouble- 
fome.  I  {hall  here  fubjoin  the 
words  of  a  letter  on  this  fubjeCl 
from  an-  eye-witnefs,  “  As  my 
neiVhbours  and  felf  were  {landing 
in  the  churchyard,  we  told  four- 
teen  on  the  wing  at  one  time, 


near  the  Eaft  end  of  the  church, 
and  could  fee  others  flying  about 
over  my  houfe,  and  different  parts 
of  the  town.  ’  Mr.  Rickman 
went  home,  and  immediately 
wrote  the  following  memorandum 
in  his  Almanack  :  “  Dec.  9,  1772, 
This  day  a  confiderable  number 
of  martins  or  fwallows  ./were  feen 
round  the  church,  they  were  in 
indefinite  numbers  (as  during  the 
fummer)  and  flew  with  as  much 
velocity  as  at  that  time  of  the 
year.  They  decreafed  daily  till 
the  23d  of  December,  after  which 
I  have  not  heard  of  one  being 
feen.” 

I  have  alfo  received  an  account 
of  two  fwallows  or  martins  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  2  1  ft  of  December, 
in  this  fame  year,  viz.  1772,  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Pool,  in  Dor- 
fe  till  ire. 

I  am  laftly  informed,  by  an  in¬ 
telligent  fervant  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  that  being 
with  his  mafter  at  Lord  Strafford  s 
in  Yorkshire,  feven  or  eight  years 
ago,  the  latter  end  of  Oflober,  a 
coiiverfation  began  with  the  game - 
keeper  about  fwallows  crofting  the 
leas,  which  the  game-keeper  dif- 
believed,  becaufe  he  faid  he  could 
then  carry  any  one  to  fome  neigh- 
bourinp-  coaiworks,  where  he  was 
Lire  of  finding  them  by  that  time. 
On  this  many  of  the  fervants  at¬ 
tended  him  to  the  coalpits,  where 
feveral  martins  were  obferved  in  a 
torpid  ftate,  but  file  wed  motions 
of  life  upon  their  being  brought 
near  to  the  fire. 

Moft  of  thefe  inflcances  are  fo 
well  attefted,  that  I  conceive  it 
cannot  be  difputed  by  any  one, 
that  martins  at  leaft  appear  occa- 
lionally  throughout  the  winter, 
whenever  the  weather  is  remark¬ 
ably 
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ably  mild,  and  which  agrees  with 
what  Sir  William  Hamilton  hath 
informed  me,  in  relation  to  his 
fcarcely  ever  palling  between  Na¬ 
ples  and  Puzzuoli  without  feeing 
fome  of  theie  birds,  when  the  fea- 
fon  at  that  time  of  the  year  was 
temperate. 

With  regard  to  the  third  fpe- 
cies  of  fwaliows,  the  fand  martin, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  collect  a 
decilive  inftance  of  their  being 
obferved  at  all  during  the  winter, 
though  poffibly  fometimes  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  fnore  com¬ 
mon  martin  ;  I  will  not  therefore 
pretend  to  conjedure  what  may 
be  their  peculiar  lurking  places, 
though  I  conceive  that  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  luch.  I  have 
however  been  negatively  informed 
that  they  are  not  found  in  the 
holes  where  they  make  their  nefts. 
This  bird  is  commonly  fo  diftant 
from  the  habitation  of  man,  and 
is  fo  much  in  the  dark,  that  its 
habits  are  not  eaflly  attended  to. 

As  for  the  fourth  fpecies,  call¬ 
ed  the  fvuifty  which  is  well  known 
by  its  fuperior  fize,  and  being  al- 
mod  entirely  black,  Linnaeus  af- 
ferts,  that  it  winters  in  the  holes 
of  churches. 

I  have  however  the  following 
inftance  of  their  fometimes  choof- 
ing  other  places  of  concealment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of 
Bifhop  s  Waltham  in  Hamplhire 
found  three  fwifts  in  the  battle¬ 
ments  of  an  old  flint  tower  be¬ 
longing  to  that  town  during  the 
winter,  which  being  brought  into 
a  warm  room  {hewed  figns  of  life, 
but  afterwards  hanging  them  up 
in  a  paper  bag  clofe  to  the  kitchen 
lire  they  were  either  ftifled  by  the 
clofenefs  of  the  bag,  or  killed  by 
the  too  great  heat.  See  alfo  an 
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in  dance  of  three  fwifts  bcinsr 
found  in  an  old  oak  during  the 
winter,  which,  on  being  laid  before 
the  fire,  loon  recovered  ftrength 
enou'  h  to  fly  about  the  room, 
though  they  died  foon  after.  A  ri¬ 
ft  otic  indeed  a  Herts,  that  in 
Greece  the  fu  ift  never  difappears, 

(pxtvirx;  L  otTTZi  Trot  ct<k.« 

oopxv. 

I  lhal]  now  endeavour  to  cor¬ 
roborate  thefe  fads  with  regard  to 
mod  of  the  fpecies  of  fwaliows 
being-  obferved  during  the  winter 

O  <  * 

either  in  a  torpid  date,  or  on  the 
wing,  by  fome  other  proofs,  which 
feein  to  make  drongiy  again  it 
the  periodical  migration  cf  luch 
birds  acrofs  oceans. 

They  who  maintain  this  opi¬ 
nion,  always  fuppofe  that  thefe 
birds  pafs  to  the  northward  upon 
the  approach  of  fpring,  in  great 
flocks  ;  cf  which  however  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  indance 
in  what  hath  been  printed  on  this 
fubjed,  except  what  is  dated  in 
the  philofophical  Tranfadions,  of 
a  number  having  lighted  upon 
the  fails  of  Sir  Charles  Wager’s 
fleet  in  the  Channel.  I  flatter 
myfelf  alfo,  that  I  have  (in  a 
previous  efiay)  fully  anfwered  any 
inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this 
relation  in  fupport  of  migration  ; 
and  mull  likewife  repeat,  that 
fuch  in  dances  mu  d  happen  as  re¬ 
gularly  as  the  return  of  the  fea- 
fons,  did  fwaliows  then  pafs  to  the 
northward. 

But  this  is  not  all,  an,  if  I  can 
depend  upon  my  own  observa¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  thofe  of  others, 
fwaliows  fliould,  according  to  this 
fuppolition,  always  lirft  appear  in 
flocks  on  the  Southern  eoaft  of 
this  ifland  ;  whereas  they  are  feen 
but  in  fmall  numbers,  difperfed 

£  a  almoft 
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sdmoft  equally  over  all  parts  of  the  birds  did  not 
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it,  (and  if  any  cold  weather  hap¬ 
pens  they  then  immediately  dis¬ 
appear,  being  obferved  in  the  fame 
numbers  again  when  the  mild 
weather  is  more  confirmed,  and  are 
afterwards  joined  by  myriads 
from  every  lurking  place  and  re¬ 
treat.  - 

All  animals  are  endowed  with 
a  , providential  inftindft  to  avoid 
what  may  be  prejudicial  to  them, 
and  therefore  it  finould  feem  that 
the  f wal low  tribe  would  never 
leave  the  coal!  of  Africa  in  their 
fpring  migration  to  the  North¬ 
ward  till  a  month  later  than  they 
generally  appear,  as  then  there 
would  be  noocca.fi on  for  a  hidden 
retreat  on  the  frofis,  which  are  fo 
frequently  experienced  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  parts  of  our  fpring.  Lying 
however  in  their  torpid  date  they 
cannot. refill  the  mild  influence  of 
the  firfl  genial  weather,  but  know 
where  to  fecure  themfelves  when 
it  becomes  fevere. 

That  the1  fwallow-tribe  are  co.n- 


contrnue  to 
build  for  fo  many  years  as  in  the 
preceding  inflance. 

The  following  faff  relates  to  a 
fwailow  which  built  for  two  years 
together  on  the  handles  of  a  pair 
of  garden  fheers,  that  were  fuck 
up  againft  the  boards  in  an  out- 
houfe  ;  and  what  is  f ranger  fill, 
another  bird  of  the  fame  fpecies 
made  its  neil  on  the  win<?s  and 

O 

body  of  an  owl  that  happened  by 
accident  to  hang  dead,  and  dry, 
from  the  rafter  of  a' barn.  Tl 
owl,  with  the  neft  on  its  wi 


ms 
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and  eggs,  was  brought  to  Sir  Aih- 
ton  Lever,  who  defired  the  perfqn 
that  furmfhed  him  with  this  cu- 
riofity  fo  fix  a  large  fhell  where 
tfe  body  of  the  owl  had  hung. 
The  perfon  did  as  he  was  ordered, 
and  the  following  year  a  nett  was 
made  and  eggs  laid  in  the  fhell  by 
a  pair  of  fwallows. 

Now  it  is  clear  from  thefe  well" 
attefied  inftances,  that  both  mar¬ 
tins  and  fwallows  choofe  to  build, 
for  a  fucceffion  of  years,  in  the 
cealed  during  the  winter,  not  far  fame  place,  though  an  inconve- 


fr  ora  th 

1 

been  hatched 


-here  they  have 
may  be  inferred 


from  the  following  faifts, 

Mr.  Stephens,  F.  S.  A.  hath 
informed  me  that  martins  conti¬ 
nued  to  have  a  neil  for  16  years 
together  in  the  hall  of  an  old 
houie  which  b clones  to  him  at 

O 

Camerton,  in  Somerfetihire,  tho’ 
the  door  was  confantly  fhut  dur- 


nient  one  ;  and  is  it  to  be  fup- 
poled  that  they  confantly  return 
to  the  fame  lpot  from  the  coaf  of 
Africa,  rather  than  they  fhould 
be  torpid  during  the  winter,  in 
no  very  difant  place  of  conceal¬ 
ment. 

But  they  who  maintain  that 


fwallows  periodically  leave  Europe/ 
and  proceed  to  Africa,  rely  much 
ing  the  night,  and  fometimes  for  upon  their  being  feen  to  congre- 
a  few  hours  during  day  light,  gate  not  long  before  they  difap- 
wben  the  parent  birds  muft  have  pear,  which  happens  however  with 
been  not  a  little  impatient  to  feed  regard  to  many  other  birds,  and 
their  nef  lings.  the  affemblage  confifts  of  the  fir  ft 

I  he  fame  fact  hath  beenattefl-  brood,  who  are  left  by  their  pa- 
cd  to  me  by  Mr.  Sanxay,  with  rents  to  fliiftfbr  themfelves,  fwaL 
regard  to  the  porch  of  a  gentle-  lows  and  martins  uniting, 
man  s  houfe  in  Derbyfhire, though  This  therefore  feems  to  arife 

from. 
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from  ftich  birds  confideringthem- 
felves  as  rather  in  a  defencelefs 
(late,  unlefs 


Defen  dit  numerus. 


That  this  is  the  fadl,  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  (wallow  tribe,  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  repeated  obfervations 
of  that  attentive  and  ingenious  na- 
turalift,  the  Rev.  Mr.  White. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  (wal¬ 
low  and  martin  have  two  broods 
every  year  and  confequently  that 
their  fir  ft  neft  lings  null  he  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  parents:  how  there¬ 
fore  are  the  produce  of  the  firil 
ne(l  to  be  conducted  over  the  At¬ 
lantic  from  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  to  Africa  ? 

Blow  alfo  can  it  be  expected, 
that  the  (econd  brood,  which  I 
have  known  myielf  to  be  hatched 
in  October,  fhouJd  he  equal  to 
fuch  a  pafiage,  in  which  they 
have  no  infedts  to  feed  upon,  and 
in  which  they  never  feem  to  have 
been  obferved  by  any  Ihip  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  land, 
or  by  any  perfon  on  (hore,  who 
can  properly  afiert  that  they  were 
bent  on  fuch  periodical  migra¬ 
tion  ? 

I  will  here  add  an  obfervation 
which  relates  to  the  fwift  only. 
This  bird,  by  the  length  of  its 
wings,  is  certainly  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  a  long  flight  than  any 
of  the  fvvallow-tribe,  and  yet  it  is 
the  lateft  comer,  and  difappears 
the  earlieft  of  this  whole  genus, 

O-  7 

Jong  before  the  infefts  on  which 
it  feeds  arc  wanting. 

O 

But  this  is  not  all.  When  this 
bird  is  flrd  feen  in  the  fpring  it 
is  all  over  of  a  glofiy  dark  loot 
colour  (except  their  chins,  which 


are  white)  ;  but  by  being  for  a 
confiderable  time  in  the  iun  and 
air,  they  become  weatherbeaten 
and  bleached  before  they  difap- 
pear. 

Now  would  not  this  alteration 
in  the  colour  be  occafloned  by 
their  pafiage  over  the  Atlantic, 
and  do  we  not  know  that  the 
quicker  the  motion  is,  and  the 
longer  continued  without  inter¬ 
ns  hlion,  the  more  our  own  (kins 
and  hair  are  changed  ;>  and  are  we 
not  to  fuppofe  that  the  fame  ef- 
fefts  will  be  produced  on  the  fea¬ 
thers  and  hairs  of  other  animals  ? 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  ftate 
another  objection  to  the  migra- 

J  O 

tion  of  fwailows  from  Europe  to 
Africa,  which  is,  that  if  this  con¬ 
jecture  is  true,  the  fame  thing 
muft  held  with  regard  to  the  Nor- 
thern  and  Southern  parts  of  Alia. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  informed, 
that  fwailows  hide  themfelves  in 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges  during 
what  are  called  the  winter  months 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  Du 
Tertre  likewife  mentions,  that 
the  few  fwailows  feen  in  the  Ca- 
ribbee  I  (lands  are  only  obferved 
in  the  fummer,  as  in  France. 

Now  we  are  affured  by  Dr. 
Pallas,  that  they  have  not  only 
fwailows  in  Rufiia  and  Siberia, 
but  that  on  the  banks  of  the 
Qkka,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Wolga,  in  N.  Lat.  57,  on 
froft  taking  place  about  the  4th 
of  Auguft,  they  difappeared  for 
that  year. 

Thefe  birds  therefore  (hould, 
according  to  the  hypothefis  of  mi¬ 
gration,  have  been  palling  to  the 
more  Southern  parts  of  Alia,  but 
I  do  not  find  it  obferved  by  any 
Afiatic  traveller  that  they  have 

the 
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the  fame  fpecies  of  hirundines 
with  us,  or  that  they  are  only  ftyjn 
in  thole  parts  during  our  winter. 

Between  what  hath  been  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  preceding  and  pre- 
lent  diflertations,  the  arguments 
again  ft  the  periodical  migration  of 
f wallows  have  filled  many  pages, 
and  it  may  be  right  to  bring  them 
to  a  conciulion,  by  anfwering  an 
objedion  which  is  much  relied 
upon  by  thofe  who  maintain  the 
contrary  opinion. 

It  is  frequently  afked  by  thefe, 
where  and  when  the  fwallow 
moults,  if  this  does  not  happen  in 
parts  of  the  globe  to  the  South¬ 
ward  of  Europe. 

To  this  I  do  not  pretend  to  an- 
fwer  by  informing  them  where  or 
when  thefe  birds  change  their 
feathers  ;  but  1  may  equally  alk 
the  queftion  with  regard  to  nine 
of  the  birds  out  of  ten  which 
have  been  deferibed  by  naturalifts, 
becaufe  we  are  entirely  uninform¬ 
ed  about  this  matter,  except  in 
relation  to  thofe  which  we  ufually 
eat,  or  keep  in  cages. 

It  is  true,  that  moll,  if  not  all 
of  thefe,  commonly  moult  with 
nreat  regularity  ;  but  it  is  alfo 
known  that  there  are  often  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  every  general  obferva- 
tion  or  rule  :  nor  do  I  fee  why  it 
is  more  neceflary  that  every  bird 
ihould  moult,  than  that  every  wifti 
fnould  not  have  wings,  which 
would  have  been  moft  coniidently 
maintained  by  the  old  naturalifts 
who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
flying  ii IK.  - 

Again,  it  is  part  of  the  knowji 
definition  of  a  bird  to  be  an  ani¬ 
mal  covered  with  feathers,  and 
vet  thofe  of  the  caffowary  and 
the  filky  fowl  of  the  Eaft  Indies 
rather  referable  hairs  than  plu¬ 


mage  ;  and  this  is  the  cafe  fo 
flrongly  with  the  latter,  that  it 
hath  given  occafion  to  the  irnpo- 
fition  at  Bniflels,  where  they  are 
fliewn  as  the  mixed  breed  of  a 
fowl  and  rabbit. 

I  therefore  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
this  tribe  of  birds  fhould  change 
their  feathers  at  ail,  or  perhaps 
they  may  do  fo  only  the  fecond  or 
third  year,  and  at  a  time  differ- 
ent  from  that  in  which  other 
birds  moult. 

But  I  will  now  afk  the  direcl 
queftion  of  the  partifans  of  migra¬ 
tion,  whether  the  feathers  are  re¬ 
newed  whilfl  the  fwallow-tribe  are 
in  Africa  during  the  winter  ? 

Now  in  all  the  birds  which  we 
are  well  acquainted  with,  moult¬ 
ing  begins  in  the  autumn  ;  and 
theiefore  if  fwallows  drop  their 
plumage  in  Africa  during  the 
winter,  it  is  nearly  as  much  con¬ 
trary  to  what  happens  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  feathers  in  other 
birds,  as  the  not  being  liable  to 
any  change  at  alb 

It  is  not  alfo  abfolutely  impef- 
flble  that  thefe  birds  may  moult 
during  the  time  of  their  conceal¬ 
ment,  to  which  the  faft  already 
mentioned  of  the  fwift’s  plumage 
being  moft  bright  and  glofly, 
when  it  firft  appears  in  the  fpring, 
fee  ms  to  give  fome  countenance  ; 
and  Ariltotle  aflerts,  that  this 
happens  to  the  rpvyav  (common¬ 
ly  rendered  the  turtle  dove)  whilft 
it  is  hid. 

How  little  do  we  know,  with 
accuracy,  in  relation  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  our  own  hair  ;  which  I 
rather  believe  to  be  brought  about 
by  fuch  degrees  as  to  be  almoft  im¬ 
perceptible  ;  nor  are  the  hair-cut¬ 
ters,  or  frifeurs,  perhaps  capable 

of 


NATURAL  HISTORY.  75 

three  fiefs,  namely,  Notiza,  Brand*, 


o<f  giving  us  any  material  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  head. 

Whatever  weight,  however, 

thefe  anfwefs  may  be  thought  to 
•  *  •  o 

carry  with  them,  it  is  as  much 
incumbent  upon  thofe  who  main¬ 
tain  the  migration  of  fwallows 
from  Europe  to  Africa,  to  inform 
us  where  and  when  they  moult,  as 
it  is  upon  thofe  who  deny  that 

A  J 

they  pafs  from  one  continent  to 
another. 


An  account  of  the  If  and  of  Corfica ; 
from  the  Appendix  to  the  private 
Life  of  Eewls  XV.  'T  ran  flat  ed 
from  the  French  by  J.  O.  Jufta- 
mond,  F.  R.  S. 

H  E  ifland  of  Corfica  is  fi- 
tuated  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  between  39  and  42  degrees 
latitude,  lying  between  the  ifland  of 
Sardi  nia  to  the  fouth,  and  the  coafts 
of  Italy  to  the  north.  Its  greateft 
length  is  from  Capo  Bonifacio  to 
the  fouth,  as  far  as  Capo  Corfo  to 
the  north  ;  this  makes  160  Italian 
leagues.  Its  breadth  compre¬ 
hends  75  of  the  fame  leagues, 
from  Capo  Galien  to  the  W eft,  as 
far  as  the  lake  Urbino  to  the  Eaft ; 
its  whole -circumference  is  reckoned 
to  amount  to  225  Italian  leagues. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  ten  ju- 
rifdiCtiojjs,  and  four  fiefs,  com- 
pofing  68  pi  eves. 

By  pieves  we  are  to  underhand 
a  certain  number  of  leagues  in¬ 
cluded  under  the  fame  adminiftra- 
tion,  although  they  are  depend¬ 
ent  on  feveral  parifhes  which 
compofe  each  jurifdi&ion. 

Of  thefe  ten  jurifdidlions,  fix 
are  on  this  fide  the  mountains  ; 
thefe  are  Capo  Corfo ,  Balagna , 
Qalvi ,  Baftia,  Ctrto ,  Alleria  ;  and 


and  Canary. 

The  other  four  jurifdicfions  are 
fituatcd  beyond  the  mountains  ; 
they  are  Vico,  Ajaccio ,  Sartene , 
Bonifacio ,  and  the  fief  of  Ifria. 

There  are  five  bifhopricks  in 
this  ifland,  Mariana ,  Nebbio ,  Alle¬ 
ria,  Ajaccio,  and  Sago  me. 

The  interior  part  of  the  lands 
is  covered  with  mountains,  feve¬ 
ral  of  which  are  planted  with  olive 
and  chefnut  trees,  and  furnifh 
paflure  for  the  flocks  ;  between 
thefe  heights  there  are  many  fer¬ 
tile  plains  ;  they  abound  in  vines, 
orange,  bergamot,  citron,  olive, 
and  feveral  other  fruit  trees.  Upon 
the  higheft  of  thefe  mountains, 
which  is  called  Gradanio,  are  the 
lake  of  Cremo  and  of  Dino,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  each  other. 
From  the  firft,  iffue  the  rivers  of 
Liamono  and  farignano,  one  of 
which  flows  towards  the  Weft, 
and  the  other  in  a  contrary  direc¬ 
tion  ;  that  of  Gaulo,  i flues  from 
the  lake  Dino ,  and  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  fea  near  Mariana. 
Befide  thefe  three  rivers,  the  moft 
confiderable  in  the  ifland,  and 
which,  with  fome  expence,  might 
be  rendered  navigable,  there  arc 
feveral  others  ;  thefe  are  only  fmall 
ftreams,  interfe&ing ahnoft  all  the 
plains,  and  which  would  render 
them  ftill  more  fertile,  if  their 
channels  were  multiplied. 

The  little  province  of  Balagna 
is  in  every  refpecl  the  moft  abun¬ 
dant  of  Corfica  ;  that  of  Capg 
Corfo,  although  the  moft  expofed, 
is  very  near  as  good  ;  and  all,  or 
almoft  all  of  them,  require  only' 
the  labour  of  the  cultivator. 

As  for  the  productions,  befides 
the  vines  I  have  mentioned,  which 
yield  a  white  and  red  wine,  that 

might 
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irnVht  with  care  be  made  comna- 
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rable  to  the  wines  of  Candia ,  Cy-* 
prn.fi  Syrac.ufe ,  and  Malaga  ;  coi  n 
miVht  aifo  be  n  rod  need  there  in 

O  1 

great  plenty,  if  ihe  territory  were 
fertilized  in  a  f mall  degree  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  idlenefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  nature,  in  home 
meafure  too  luxuriant,  iometimes 
deceives  their  indolence,  and  pre- 
fents  them  with  a  very  abundant 
harveft.  There  is  no  want  of  cat¬ 
tle  ;  birds  of  all  kinds  are  to  be 
i'een  here,  and  quantities  of' game, 
efpecially  the  red  legged  par¬ 
tridge.  During  the  winter  a  fuf- 
ficientquantity  of  them  are  caught 
with  a  net,  to  furnifh  feveral 
towns  in  Italy.  This  feafon  like- 
wife  produces  a  quantity  of  black¬ 
birds,  which  are  in  no  eftimation 
any  where  elfe,  but  are  here  very 
delicate,  and  much  fought  after. 

There  is  therefore  nothing  want¬ 
ing  in  Corfica  with  rejpedt  to  eat¬ 
ables,  except  good  cooks  to  drefs 
all  thefe  provifions.  But,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  articles  of  primary 
neceffity,  the  arts  and  commerce 
would  alfo  find  opportunities  to 
exert  themfelves. 

There  are  in  this  country  fe¬ 
veral  baths,  as  well  hot  as  cold  ; 
mineral  waters,  lerviceable  in  all 
kinds  of  difeafes  ;  olive-trees, 
which  would  furnifh.  a  confidera- 
ble  oil  trade,  and  fit  to  fupply 
France  ;  mulberry  trees  and  fdk 
worms,  which,  with  induftry  and 
activity,  would  enable  us  to  do 
without  the  filks  of  Italy  ;  timber 
for  mails,  andfhip  building,  which 
would  indemnify  us  for  the  lofs 
of  that  of  Canada  ;  gold,  diver, 
copper,  and  iron  mines' ;  quarries 
of  marble  and  porphyry  ;  a  cryftal 
of  the  great  eft-  beauty,  by  the  di¬ 
versity  of  its  colours,  and  which 
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is  formed  in  the  mountain  of  Borg- 

o 

nano . 

In  general,  the  climate  of  the 
id  a  rid  is  the  fined  in  the  world. 
The  (ley  is  never  darkened  two 
days  together.  There  is  fcarce 
any  winter  :  the  heats  of  the  bum¬ 
mer  are  moderated  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  by  the  North  winds  ;  they 
are  more,  violent  in  the  towns  of 
Bajtia,  St.  Fiorenzo ,  la  Gagliola, 
Calvi,  and  Ajaccio.  The  illnefles 
to  which  the  troops  are  fubjedt, 
are  attributed  to  the  heat  of  the 
air  ;  and  I  believe  they  proceed 
rather  from  want  of  good  water, 
which  thofe  places  are  very  defi¬ 
cient  in  during  the  fummer,  but 
which  might  be  eafily  brought 
down  from  the  mountains. 

From  this  fhort  account,  Sir, 
you  will  readily  judge  of  the  truth 
of  my  fpeculations.  I  will  not 
diffemble,  that  thefe  advantages 
are  counterbalanced  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  expences  which  mu  ft  be  in¬ 
curred  in  that  ifland,  to  feeure  it 
from  the  infults,  not  only  of  the 
natural  inhabitants,  whom  I  fup- 
pofe  to  be  fubdued,  but  of  foreign¬ 
ers.  The  extent  of  its  coalt,  and  the 
facility  of  landing  in  feveral  places, 
would  require  labours,  the  calcu¬ 
lation  of  which  is  alarming.  Moil 
of  the  towns  are  difmantled,  or 
very  imperfectly  fortified  ;  the 
ports  either  filled  up  or  in  bad 
condition.  Carte ,  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  ill  and,  and  which 
(lands  aimed  in  the  centre  of  it, 
at  pfefeut  refembles  more  a  village 
than  a  city.  BaJUa  is  the  mo  ft 
remarkable  town  ;  feveral  works 
have  already  begun  to  be  erected 
there  ;  but  the  port,  in  which 
frigates  and  armed  barks  cannot 
enter,  ought  to  be  cleared.  On 
returning  to  the  Weftern  coaft, 

we 
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we  find  Fiorenzo ,  a  town  in  the 
moil  ruinous  condition.  Its  gulph 
is  immenfe,  and  might  contain  a 
prodigious  number  of  fhips  ;  it  is 
more  than  a  league  over,  and 
runs  three  leagues  deep  into  the 
lands.  It  is  bordered  with  high 
mountains,  which  flicker  it  from 
all  kinds  of  winds  except  the 
North-Eaft.  The  harbour  is  filled 
wi  th  rocks  near  the  furface  of  the 
water,  which  only  admit  boats  to 
land.  We  meet  next  with  la 
GaglioLiy  which  has  a  bad  road, 
where  none  but  tartans  and  feluc¬ 
cas  can  land  :  after  this  comes 
Calviy  the  port  of  which,  though 
very  large,  can  only  receive  fri¬ 
gates  of  a  moderate  fize  :  the  port 
of  Ajaccio  is  more  convenient,  and 
deeper  ;  fhips  may  caft  anclior 
there  in  the  midft  of  the  bafon. 
Bonifacio  terminates  the  point  of 
the  Weftern  coaft,  where  there  is 
a-  little  port,  good  and  fecure. 
At  the  Eaftern  coail  we  find  Porto 
Vecchio ,  the  moft  beautiful  port  of 
the  Mediterranean  ;  the  large  ft 
fhips  can  enter  it  ;  but  an  im- 
wholefome  air  prevails  in  the  city, 
which  has  occafioned  it  to  be  quite 
deferted,  fince  which  it  has  not 
been  poffible  to  repeople  it.  Along 
this  coalt,  as  far  as  B  .ftia,  which 
terminates  it,  we  find  nothing 
more  than  Allcria ,  almold  de~ 
flroyed. 

You  may  conceive,  Sir,  how 
much  money  it  would  abforb  to 
render  fo  many  towns  and  ports, 
all  effentia!  Ones,  of  any  ufe  ;  and 
at  which,  with  more  or  lefs  dan¬ 
ger,  a  foreign  enemy  might  land, 
and  convey  iuccours  to  the  revolt¬ 
ed  natives. 

The  villages  are  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  the  towns;  they  are 
a.lmoft  all  built  upon  little  moun- 
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tains,  and  in  fituationS  fortified 
by  nature  ;  all  the  houfes  are  fur- 
m  fhed  with  battlements,  arched 
ways,  and  terraces,  and,  being 
contiguous,  flank  and  defend  each 
other;  lo  that  each  of  thefe  places 
would  feem  to  require  a  liege,  of 
which  we  have  had  a  finall  fpeci- 
men  in  the  villages  of  Barbagio 
and  of  Patriimnio. 

Another  unavoidable  expence, 
which  would  likewife  be  enor¬ 
mous,  is  that  of  the  roads  ;  which 
it  would  be  neceflary  to  open 
throughout  the  whole  ifland  :  in 
a  word,  our  engineers,  upon  a 
grofs. calculation,  reckon  that  two 
hundred  millions  mud  befaerificed 
to  put  the  ifland  of  Corfica  in  the 
moll  fiourifhing  fituation.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  one 
day  repay  the  expences  with  in- 
terefi  ;  but  are  we  able  to  form 
fuch  projects  at  this  period  ?  This 
is  a  matter  that  mu  ft  be  referred 
to  our  good  and  wife  minifters  ; 
it  is  certain  that  every  thing  an¬ 
nounces  the  defign  of  preferring 
this  country,  by  the  troops  which 
arrive  here  every  day,  and  by  the 
eftablifhments  of  all  kind's  that  are 
forming,  as  well  maritime,  as  mi¬ 
litary,  and  municipal. 

The  magiftracy  will  find  em¬ 
ployment  enough  here.  In  1739, 
at  the  time  of  the  firfi  reduction  of 
this  ifland  by  the  late  Marfliai 
MaiJIebois,  there  were  already 
r ec  ko n  e  d  2  8  000  a  (fa  ffi n  a  t  i  o n  s  c o  m  - 
mitted  with  impunity.  You  may 
judge  how  many  have  happened 
fince  that  period.  It  is  true  that 
Paoli  has  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  ju¬ 
dicature  among  his  people,  but  he 
is  not  powerful  enough  to  be  able 
to  exert  it  with  all  the  rigour 
which  the  ferocity  of  this  people 
would  require.  Accordingly,  po¬ 
pulation 
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pulation  diminiffies  here  daily.  At 
that  time  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  amounted  to  116,000  men  ; 
but  at  prefent  we  fhould  not  cer¬ 
tainly  find  an  equal  number  there. 
It  would  be  neceffary  tore-eftabliffi 
harmony  in  all  the  orders  of  the 
Hate,  confounded  together.  The 
right  of  nobility  has  been  taken 
away  by  the  Genoefe  from  the 
inoft  ancient  families,  fo  that  there 
is  now  fcaree  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  thofe  who  have  formerly 
been  gentlemen,  and  the  peafants. 
There  were  no  more  offices,  no 
kind  of  education  for  children  ; 
and  the  republic  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  them  to  any  ecclefiaftical  or 
military  dignities.  Their  new 
chief  has  repaired  all  thefe  difor- 
ders  as  well  as  he  was  able,  that 
is  to  fay,  he  has  prevented  them 
from  increafing  as  much  as  they 
otherwife  would.  His  precarious 
authority,  ever  tottering — his  life 
even  every  inftant  in  danger — 
have  not  permitted  him  to  do  all 
the  good  he  wifhed,  and  of  which 
his  genius  and  wifdom  rendered 
him  capable. 

As  for  the  reft,  you  may'eafily 
conceive,  Sir,  by  this  account, 
from  whence  ariies  the  invincible 
hatred  of  the  Corficans  again  ft 
the  republic  :  the  latter  feems  to 
have  exerted  every  effort  to  de- 
llroy  thefe  people  ;  they  had  even 
forbidden  them  every  kind  of 
trade  :  annually  feized  upon  their 
oils  and  other  commodities  at  a 
very  low  price,  and  made  them 
pay  very  dear  for  fait,  iron,  cop¬ 
per,  and  the  other  articles  they 
might  want.  In  a  word,  they 
were  treated  more  like  favages, 
whom  it  was  intended  to  exter¬ 
minate,  than  like  fubjedls  who 
were  to  be  protected.  It  is  to  be 


hoped  that  our  character  of  m i! ci¬ 
ne  fs,  the  wifdom  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  goodnefs  of  our 
laws,  will  repair  fo  many  evils, 
and  will  make  the  new  kingdom 
of  Corfica  fenfible  of  the  ha  opi¬ 
ne  fs  of  living  under  the  dominion 
of  Lewis  the  well-beloved. 


Id  he  Prefatory  Introduction  to 
ScheeBs  Chemical  Qbfervarions 
and  Experiments  cn  Air  and  Fire. 
Written  by  Sir  Torbern  Berg¬ 
man  ( Knight  of  the  Order  of 
Wafa,  Prof  for  of  Chemiftry  in 
the  U niverfty  of  Upfal,  F.  R.  S. 
&c.  &c). 

H  E  fcience  of  nature  feems 
to  have  three  degrees.  The 
firft  fixes  our  attention  to  the  out- 
fide: ,  and  teaches  us  to  colled!  ex¬ 
ternal  charadlers,  in  order  to  en¬ 
able  us  to  diilinguifh  various  Yia- 
tural  bodies;  and  this  is  the  pro¬ 
per  objed!  of  natural  hiftory.  If 
we  penetrate  Hill  deeper  by  our 
contemplation,  and  examine  the 
general  qualities  of  matter  (its  ex- 
tenfion,  impenetrability  and  vis 
inertia:)  in  regard  to  its  peculiar 
relations  ;  it  is  that  which  is  com¬ 
monly  called  natural  philofophy 
(Phifica).  But  chemiftry  is  the 
innermoft  part ,  fince  it  examines 
the  material  elements,  their  mix¬ 
tures  and  proportions  tc^  one  ano¬ 
ther.  The  firft  teaches  us  the 
elementary  rudiments,  the  alpha-*- 
bet  of  the  great  book  of  nature  ? 
the  fecond  inftrudls  in  fpelling  5 
and  the  third  to  read  diftindlly. 
The  two  firft  therefore  are  no 
more  than  fubfidiary  fciences, 
which  condudl  us  to  the  laft,  as 
the  proper  great  objedl. 
v  Since  all  fingle  qualities  of 
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bodies  depend  upon  their ftruflure 
and  compofition  ;  it  follows  ne- 
ceflarily,  that  all  our  occupa¬ 
tions  with  material  and  corporeal 
fnbftances,  never  can  obtain  any 
degree  of  perfection,  without  the 
affiftance  of  natural  philofophy. 
And  fmee  commonly  the  proper 
intention  of  our  occupations  is  di¬ 
rected  either  to  our  health,  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  or  our  com¬ 
fort,  three  different  claffes  of 
practical  fciences  are  from  thence 
derived,  medicine,  hufbandry,  and 
the  arts.  We  fhall  in  the  moll 
concife  manner  confider  the  con¬ 
nection  ot  chemiftry  with  each  of 
them. 

In  the ‘times  when  chemiftry 
was  chiefly  founded  on  various 
nonfenftcal  hypothefes,  and  was 
neverthelefs  applied  with  a  blind 
zeal  and  the  moil  perfeCt  confi¬ 
dence  not  only  to  the  cure  or  all 
infirmities  and  difeafes,  but  even 
to  the  obtaining  of  immortality 
itfelf;  then  it  could  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  nothing  but  detriment  and 
mifehief  in  the  fcience  of  phyfic. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  bo¬ 
dies  a  priori  :  every  intelligence 
about  them,  mull  be  acquired  by 
proper  observations  and  experi¬ 
ments.  But  to  difeover  and  pur- 
fue  fuch  experiments  as  really  il- 
luftiate  the  point  we  are  in  fearch 
of,  requires  not  only  fkill,  and  a 
peculiar  application,  but  alfo  the 
rooft  impartial  love  of  truth  ;  in 
order  not  to  be  enfnared  by  the 
pleafing  defire  of  drawing  general 
conclufions  from  a  few  data  of 
precarious  certainty.  It  leffens  no 
doubt  our  trouble,  and  flatters 
our  vanity,  to  be  able  to  difclofe 
in  a  moment  the  whole  courfe  of 
nature.  Man  is  befides  naturally 
indolent,  and  much  inclined  to 
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he  captivated  by  imagination  more 
than  by  reality.  The  confeflion 
therefore,  that  we  really  know  no 
more  than  what  we  know,  is  even 
in  our  days,  when  the  experimen¬ 
tal  method  is  confidered  as  the 
only  right  and  true  method,  very 
difficult  and  humiliating  :  but 
II nee  all  fciences  have  their  roads 
of  error,  their  abufes  and  follies 
(which  unfortunately  always  fe- 
duce  the  greater  part  of  mankind) 
it  is  chiefly  owing  to  this  preci¬ 
pitation  and  fancy,  that  fuch 
monflers  are  produced. 

Every  thing  going  forward  in 
our  body,  is  done  either  in  a 
mechanical  or  in  a  chemical  way  ; 
fince  the  operations  of  the  imma¬ 
terial  foul  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Our  food  is  diffolvcd 
and  changed  on  its  road  in  paf- 
fing  from  the  mouth,  through  the 
iiomach,  entrails  and  other  in- 
teftines,  by  means  of  the  faliva , 
the  liquor  gajlricus,  the  gall,  the 
chyle,  &c.  fo  that  in  feverat 
places  various  matters  are  pre¬ 
pared,  all  of  which  are  neceiTary 
for  the  increafe  and  fupfort  of 
the  machine  !  The  lungs  more¬ 
over  add  by  their  conftant  motion, 
various  fubtle  particles  by  means 
of  the  abforbing  vefiels,  and  again 
by  the  exhaling  vejfels ,  carry  off 
others.  The  lead:  irregularity  in 
all  tbefe  natural  functions,  lays 
of  courfe  the  foundation  for  many 
infirmities  and  difeafes.  Thefe 
ought  to  be  prevented  or  cured 
by  inch  medicines  as  have  nothing 
noxious  in  other  refpe&s  capable 
of  obftru&ing  the  main  tendency, 
and  which  contain  nothing  fuper- 
fluous  ;  for  if  they  were  even  in 
themfelves  harmlefs,  they  might 
however  become  hurtful  by  their 
quantity.  It  is  therefore  no 
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doubt  a  great  advantage,  to  be 
able  to  concentrate  the  powers  of 
feveral  ounces  into  a  few  grains. 

Did  we  exactly  know,  after  che¬ 
mical  principles,  the  natural  func¬ 
tions  going  forward  in  the  body, 
the  caufes  of  difeafes,  and  the 
effects  of  medicines  ;  chemiftry 
would  moft  certainly  operate  mi¬ 
racles. 

But  I  forefee  already  what  may 
be  objected  to  this  affertion  with 
fome  reafon,  viz.  “  Though  fuch 
knowledge  would  be  a  molt  excel  - 
lent  thing,  it  would  however  be 
rather  the  object  of  wi flies  than 
fuch  as  might  be  fuppofed  or 
hoped  for  i  m  the  human  body 
every  operation  goes  forward  very 
fecretly  ;  nor  is  there  any  glafs 
window  to  admit  the  refearches 
of  the  inquifitive  :  it  is,  by  no' 
means  right  to  play  with  the  lives 
of  men,  and  it  would  be  highly 
unjuftifiable  to  endanger  them  by 
uncertain  experiments,  & c.”  I 
reply  this  is  perfectly  right  ;  at 
the  fame  time  it  by  no  means 
juftifies  us  in  neglecting  the  right- 
means  of  obtaining  information  ; 
and  ft  ill  lefts  in  treating  them  with 
contempt.  Whatfoevcr  is  diffi¬ 
cult,  is  not  therefore  impoffible 
always.  The  more  inveftigation 
and  trouble  an  invention  cofts, 
the  more  honour  m-iy  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by-  it  ;  efpecially  if  it  has  for 
its  object,  health,  the  moft  pre¬ 
cious  enjoyment  a  man  can  be 
bleffed  with.  If  a  man  be  only 
poffeffed  of  a  truly  fundamental 
knowledge,  many  things  may  be 
difeovered  without  the  leaf!  dan¬ 
ger.  Higher  chemiftry  has  dif 
covered  many  and  various  new 
manipulations,  and  by  recalling 
to  our  minds  one  or  the  other  in¬ 
stance,  we  fhall  be  en«^  to 
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judge  what  more  may  with  reafon 
be  expected. 

Several  kinds. of  difeafes  fpread 
devaluation  over  extenfive  coun¬ 
tries,  over  people  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations  ;  without  being 
however  infectious  in  th'emfelves* 
Thefe  cannot,  properly  ipeaking, 
be  derived  from  the  mode  of  liv¬ 
ing  ;  which  in  thofe  who  are  at- 
tacked  with  the  evil,  is  widely 
different  ;  there  muft  therefore 
exift  a  general  caufe,  which  af- 
fedts  equally  the  richer  and  the 
poorer.,  The  aimofphere  is  the  fame 
for  all  ;  during  feveral  years  its 
weight  and  temperature  have  been 
obferved  ;  and  this  has  furniftied 
feveral  explications,  which  how¬ 
ever  are  not  fatisfactory  for  the 
explanation  of  ail  its  phenomena. 
Its  conftituent  parts  therefore 
ought  to  be  better  known.  The 
vapours  and  heterogeneous  parti¬ 
cles,  are  different  in  regard  to 
quantity  as  well  as  to  quality. 
Beftdes  chemiftry  teaches  us,  that 
this  elaftic  fluid  furrounding  our 
globe,  is  at  all  times,  and  every 
where,  a  compound  of  three  very 
different  fubftances,  viz.  of  good 
air,  foul  air,  and  aerial  acid. 
The  firjlh  called  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
if  not  wrongly,  however  fome- 
what  improperly,  phlogijlicated  air . 
Mr.  Scheele  calls  it  with  more  rea- 
fon  empyreal  air ,  (fire  air)  fince 
this  alone  gives  life  to  fire,  when 
the  other  two  kinds  of  air  extin- 
guifh  the  flame  of  a  candle  or  fire. 
The  laft  kind  is  commonly  called 
fixed  air  :  but  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
have  fatisfactorily  proved  by  ex¬ 
periments,  that  it  is  a  peculiar 
acid.  The  nature  of  the  firjl 
kind,  has  as  yet  been  very  little 
inveftigated  ;  however  by  analogy 
it  feems  to  be  hardly  any  thing 
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but  good  air,  which  is  corrupted 
either  by  a  fuperfluity  of  inflam¬ 
mable  fubftance,  or  perhaps  by  a 
want  of  it.  It  will  however  be 
A i II  difficult  to  decide  which  of 
the  two  above  propofi lions  is  the 
true  one.  Or  thefe  three  divifi- 
ons,  the  aerial  acid  always  bears 
the  Icafl  proportion,  and  fcarcely 
makes  the  fifteenth  part  of  the 
bulk  of  the  atmofphere,  at  leaft 
on  the  furface  of  our  globe  :  the 
foul  air  is  always  in  the  greateft 
proportion  ;  and  by  far  more, 
than  the  pure  or  good  air. 

The  various  effects  of  each  of 
thefe  three  fubftances  upon  ani¬ 
mal  bodies  are  ftill  involved  in 
impenetrable  darknefs.--The  good 
air  fit  for  refpiration*  ought  how¬ 
ever  to  be  excellent  in  its  opera¬ 
tions,  fince  without  it,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  live.  It  has  been  be¬ 
lieved,  that  it  contained  an  in- 
difpenfibly  neceffary  vivifying 
food,  which  never  has  been  prov¬ 
ed,  at  lead  it  feems  not  to  be  of 
an  eletiric  nature.’  It  might  per¬ 
haps  foon  be  pofiible  to  decide  by 
experiments,  whether  this  good 
air  carries  off  noxious,  efpecially 
phlogiftic  particles  ;  fince  the  air 
which  has  been  expired  from  the 
lungs,  is  unfit  for  refpiration,  and 
is  fimilar  to  that  which  has  been 
phlogiilicated. — We  fhall  ,then 
Kkewife  be  informed,  whether 
that  which  makes  the  greater 
part  of  the  atmofphere}  if  it  be 
infpired  by  itfelf,  becomes  fatal, 
for  the  reaion  that  it  has  been 
previoufly  faturated  with  hetero¬ 
geneous  bodies,  and  is  thence  in¬ 
capacitated  for  carrying  off  any 
particles  from  the  lungs. — Perhaps 
the  aerial  acid  becomes  an  unfit 
Vehicle  for  thefe  articles,  and  is 
itfelf  original] v  formed  without 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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them  ;  however  it  is  not  yet  af- 
certained  in  what  manner  this  air 
aCts  ;  but  thus  much  is  certain, 
that  it  deflroys  all  irritability.  I 
have,  from  animals  killed  by  it, 
before  they  were  grown  cold  ex¬ 
tracted  the  heart,  in  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  raife  the  leaft  irrita¬ 
bility,  either  with  the  molt  pow¬ 
erful  menflrua,  or  the  fire,  or 
fcalpels.  If  mufcular  fibres  were 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  motion  of 
the  lu  ngs,  it  would  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  out  the  ultimate~caufe 
.of  death  ;  but  fince  its  ftruCture 
is  formed  of  quite  different  fub¬ 
ftances,  the  greateft  difficulties 
prefent  themfelves.  By  experi¬ 
ments  however  it  might  be  eafy 
to  ascertain,-  whether  the  aerial 
acid  and  foul  air  aCt  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  would  therefore  be 
neceffary  to  inveftigate,  whether 
irritability  (by  all  appearance  fo 
very  neceffary  for  the  whole  ceco- 
nomy  of  animal  bodies)  is  not 
like  wife  deftroyed  in  fuch  ani¬ 
mals  as  have  been  fuffocated  and 
killed  inftantaneoufly  by  that  air, 
which  had  been  corrupted  by  re¬ 
fpiration,  fire,  or  other  means. 
Since  the  air  returning  from  the 
lungs,  by  expiration,  is  always 
blended  with  aerial  acid  ;  it  would 
be  neceffary,  in  order  to  avoid 
all  ambiguity,  entirely  to  free  the 
foul  air  of  the  aerial  acid  by 
means  of  lime-water}  before  any 
experiments  were  made  with  it. 
I  hope  foon  to  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  making  them.  If  then, 
contrary  to  expectation,  the  re- 
fult  ftiews,  that  they  both  aCt  in 
the  fame  manner,  it  would  feem- 
ingly  follow  from  thence,  that 
thefe  two  fluids,  fo  very  diftinCt 
in  their  nature,  aCt  however  by 
the  fame  common  unfitnefs  either 
G  far 
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Jor  carrying  off from  the  lungs 
the  noxious  particles,  or  introdu¬ 
cing  into  them  a  vivifying  pa¬ 
bulum . — But  however  noxious 
aerial  aeid  is  for  found  lungs,  it 
is  neverthelefs  of  great  utility  in 
the  prime?  via.  Purulent  lungs 
not  only  bear  aerial  aeid,  but 
they  are  even  cured  by  it;  and  no 

j  J 

fooner  is  the  cure  performed,  than 
its  inhalation  becomes  again  dan¬ 
gerous. — But  though  there  be 

tD  c> 

ever  fo  much  left  for  investigation 
we  may  apply  that  for  ufe  which 
has  already  been  difeovered.  It  is 
for  inftance  well  known,  that  the 
air  of  the  atmofphere  may  be  ex¬ 
amined  in  regard  to  its  fitnefs  for 
refpiration  ;  a  difeovery  which 
bids  fair  to  yield,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  the  moil  important  ill  nitra¬ 
tions.  If  fuch  obfervatioos  were 
made  at  the  fame  time  in  dwell¬ 
ing-rooms,  infirmaries,  and  the 

o  t  7  '■ 

open  air,  and  were  continued  with 
fome  degree  of  accuracy,  we 
Ihould  certainly  dlfcover  the  caufes 
of  many  phenomena,  which  hi¬ 
therto  have 'remained  inexplica¬ 
ble.  Thus  much  we  know  al¬ 
ready,  that  wounds  and  ulcers 
are  with  difficulty  kept  from  go¬ 
ing  into  mortification  in  corrupt¬ 
ed,  foul  air  ;  whereas  on  the  other 
fide,  the  immenfely  acute  pains  ac¬ 
company!  n-g  the  cancer ( tha t  d  read¬ 
ful  ailment)  are  in  a  few  days  not 
only  mitigated  and  affwaged  by 
the  external  ufe  of  aerial  acid, 
but  the  loath  fome  aperture  is  alio 
confiderabiy  diminilhed.  —  The 
Compafs  of  a  preface  not  only 
■prevents  me  from  entering  into  a 
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biller  difeuffien  of  this  important 
fubjeft,  but  alfo  from  producing 
more  in  fiances  of  its  utility  ;  I 
Cannot  however  help  mentioning 
it).  p  few  words  only,  that  the  ob¬ 


servations  on  aerial  acid  have  al¬ 
ready  fpread  a  new  light  on  the 
method  of  eiTaying  and  imitating, 
by  art,  medicated  waters  ;  and 
on  their  application  and  ule  In 
the  cure  of  the  feurvy,  and  other 
internal  putrid  difeafes.  — The  true 
analyiis  oi  the  calculi  from  the 
kidneys  and  bladder,  has  enabled 
us  to  judge  with  precifion  of  the 
beft  remedies  againft  the  gravel. 

O  ^  O 

The  difeovery  of  the  inner  con- 
fiitution  of  arfenie,  made  us  better 
acquainted  with  the  manner  by 
which  its  dreadful  effects  are  pro¬ 
duced  ;  and  thereby  the  belt 
means  were  pointed  our,  both  to 
extinguish  its  poiforious  quality, 
and  likewife  to  mitigate  and  di- 
reft  its  effeft  for  better  purpoies. 
How  fimplified  are  at  prefent 
many  compounded  remedies  ;  and 
how(fafeand  little  perilous,  are 
many  preparations  of  the  moil 
acrid  and  eorrofive  fub fiances  ? 
How  many  abfurd  mixtures,  de¬ 
compounding  and  coimterafting 
themfelves,  have' nut  of  late  been 
rejefted?  How  many  falfe  theories 
of  difeafes,  and  their  caufes,  are 
there  not  daily  expofed,  and 
fiievvn  to  be  without  any  foun¬ 
dation,  by  means  of  chemifiry  ? 
Sugar  was  faid  to  contain  lime, 
in  order  to  account  for  certain  ef- 
feftsaferibed  to  fugar  ;  though  it 
contains  not  an  atom  of  it.  The 
calculi  of  the  kidneys  and  the 
bladder  were  faid  to  be  calcareous; 
though  they  contain  at  the  mod 
only  one  half  of  calcareous  fub- 
ftance.  And  fo  in  many  more  in- 

j 

fiances,  which  it  would  be  too 
tedious  to  enumerate.  Lafily,  how 
would  it  be  poffible  to  difeoverand 
to  fubjeft  to  controul  the  various 
noftrmnsy  quack  medicines,  cheats, 
n  egl  efts,  and  other  mo  niters  of 
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the  medical  fcience  without  the 
application  of  a  chemical  analy¬ 
sis  ?  The  mufes  were  not  without 
reafon,  thought  to  be  lifters;  and 
they  are  a  moft  excellent  emblem 
of  that  harmonic  union,  by  which 
all  the  Sciences  mutually  affilt 
one  another  ;  and  without  which 
they  never  can  attain  any  deg-ree 
of  perfedion. 

Next  to  health,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  prefling  and  necefiary 
than  common  food .  In  order  to 
convince  11s  of  the  utility  produced 
by  chemiftry  in  regard  to  the  ne- 
celTaries  of  life,  we  fnall  only 
take  a  view  of  agriculture ,  that 
moft  antient  and  noble  occupa¬ 
tion.  If  we  confult  Columella , 
and  many  of  the  moft  antient  writ¬ 
ers  on  hufbanclry,  we  find  to  our 
humiliation  and  fhame,  that  they 
were  as  well  inftruded  as  us,  if 
not  better,  though  in  later  times 
fo  much  pains  have  been  taken, 
fo  many  encouragements  have 
been  given,  and  fo  many  rewards 
have  been  diftributed. --This  ought 
to  be  confidered  in  the  following 
manner.  The  great  Lord  of  na¬ 
ture  has  fo  bountifully  taken  care 
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of  us,  that  corn  grows  without 
any  great  care  and  knowledge. 
The  improvements  which  this  art 
in  general  is  capable  of  from  ex¬ 
perience  and  colleded  experi¬ 
ments,  are  likewise  foon  enough 
acquired  ;  and  in  this  (late  it  re¬ 
mains  till  the  fcience  of  nature 
throw's  a  new  light  upon  it.  They 
are  two  very  diftind  things,  to 
raife  corn  on  a  certain  piece  of 
ground,  and  to  raife  as  much 
corn  as  will  poftibly  grow  there: 
— The  laft  defideratum  is  not  al¬ 
ways  obtained  by  ploughing, 
ditching;  and  manuring  ;  for  be- 
fide?  there  mechanical  operations, 
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there  are  two  things  more  requir  ¬ 
ed  :  fuch  a  mixture  as  will  afford 
to  the  vegetables  not  only  proper 
nouriftiment  ;  but  alfo  fuch  a 
one  as  keeps  humidity  as  long  as 
the  ufual  drought  makes  it  re- 
quifite  ;  for  nothing  grows,  even 
in  the  moft  exquilite  foil,  with¬ 
out  water.  The  heft  compound* 
therefore,  ought  to  be  adapted  td 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  the  expo- 
fure,  the  climate,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  temperature  of  the  weather  ; 
as  I  have  proved  more  at  large  in 
another  place.— -In  the  mean  time 
it  will  be  eaiily  found,  that  che¬ 
miftry  is  of  the  fame  importance 
to  agriculture  and  all  the  more 
particular  branches  of  rural  ceco- 
nomy,  that  aftronomy  is  to  na¬ 
vigation. 

The  arts  and  mechanical  trades* 
are  occupied  with  the  melioration 
of  raw  materials.  One  part  ot 
them,  from  beginning  to  end,  is 
a  feries  of  chemical  operations  ; 
others  are  more  mechanical 
however  there  is  hardly  one  of 
them  which  contains  not  one  or 
more  problems  whofe  more  per¬ 
fect  folution  depends  upon  che-, 
miftry  only.  What  a  number  of 
years  muft  have  elapfed  before 
they  arrived  by  chance  only,  or 
by  unpremeditated  experiments, 
to  their  prefent  perfection  ;  or  be¬ 
fore  they  learned  to  avoid  all  oc¬ 
curring  incanvenienci.es.  A  perJ 
fed  knowledge  of  the  raw  mate  ¬ 
rials,  -often  furnifhes  the  bell  in- 
ftrudions,  in  a  direct  way.  And 
it  has  been  hitherto  a  great  mis¬ 
fortune,  that  the  practical  part  of 
the  arts  ha$  been  kept  very  ft- 
cret:  but  fince  the  French  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences  has  begun  to  re¬ 
move  this  obftacle,  we  have  the 
moft  certain  expectations  of  their 
G  2  quick 
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quick  and  amazing  progrefs,  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  fcience  of  na¬ 
ture.  Without  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  caufes  and  their  connections, 
it  is  impoffible  either  to  obviate  or 
to  remove  all  the  obftacles  anting 
from  chance  or  accidental  circum  • 
fiances. 

From  what  has  been  fa  id  in  a 
few  words,  it  mu  ft  evidently  ap¬ 
pear,  that  chemiftry  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  throws  a  great  light  on 
all  mechanical  trades,  concerned 
with  corporeal  fubftances.- -How¬ 
ever  the  property  of  the  fubjed 
itfelf  feems  to  preferibe  limits  to 
this  fcience.  The  quality  -of  our 
fenfes,  even  when  affifted  and  im¬ 
proved  by  art,  will  not  let  us 
penetrate  farther  than  to  a  certain 
point.  The  fubtlenefs  of  our  in¬ 
struments  is  inefficient,  and  the 
heft  becomes  at  laid  u deleft.  All 
thefe  difficulties  are  Till  more  in- 
c  re  a  fed,  from  the  moll  fubtle  par¬ 
ticles  which  cannot  well  fall  un¬ 
der  the  examination  of  our  bare 
fenfes,  having  not  only  the  great- 
eft  adhefion  and  confequentlv  ex- 
erciling  the  greateft  reft  ft  a  nee  to 
the  attempts  of  dividing  them, 
but  alfo  affording  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  and  aCtive  means  for  this 


end.  How  imperfeCt  therefore 
muff  be  our  moft  perfect  know, 
ledge  of  the  myft'eries  of  nature 
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the  pretend  on  is  fupremeiy  fijlft 
to  be  able  at  a  future  period  t 
inveftigafe  the  hr  ft  powers,  whic 
the  creator  has  e  ft  a  b  lifted  at  th 


creation  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  material  world.  Such  a 
lcienee  is  too  abft  ruffe,  and  reaches 
beyond  our  attain  meM  ;  it  is  re- 
ferved  for  the  power  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  and  not  for  that  of  a  crea- 
uwe  —But  it  hf  no  means  Al¬ 


lows,  that  chemiftry  ffiould  not 
be  able  to.  difelofe  to  our  eyes 
many  a  feene  of  wonders.  Could 
we  only  difeover  with  certainty, 
the  elementary  principles  of  bo¬ 
dies  (principia  proxima)  together 
with  their  con  nedik  mi's  and  pro¬ 
portions,  chemiftry  would  be  able 
to  do  great  thing's. 

-r_,  °  M1 

e  rom  the  moft  early  periods, 
certain  fubftances  were  thought  to 
be  fo  ftirnple,  that  art  gave  up  all 
hopes  of  analyiing  them  any  fur¬ 
ther,  and  thefe  were  therefore 
conlidered  as  the  J}a?nina  prima . 
Such  are  more  efpecially  the  four 
Arifloteiie  elements,  earth,  water, 
air  and  fire  :  to  difeover  the  com- 
pofition  of /which  is  the  bufinefs- 
of  higher  and  more  refined  chemi¬ 
ftry.  Let  us  therefore  examine, 
whether  all  hopes  are  entirely  loft 
of  difeovering  any  tiling  here. * — 
Larth  is  the  fixed  principle,  which 
remains  after  the  fire  has  exerted 
its  deitroying  power  again  ft  a 
body,  and  which  is  not  foluble  in 
water  in  the  common  way.  This 
is  the  coarfeft  of  all  the  four  com¬ 
mon  elements,  and  makes  but  a 
fmall  part  of  the  bodies.  What¬ 
ever  analylis  has  hitherto  been- 
able  to  eftablift  with  certainty, 
may  be  reduced  to  this  ;  that 
earth  (which,  alter  all  proves  to  be 
of  di  fferent  fubftances)  is  by  no 
means  the  fame  matter,  nor  ho¬ 
mogeneous,  but  a  compound  of 
feveral  ;  and  is  found  to  be  more 
or  lets  of  a  i  a  line  nature,  at  lead 
it  is  fo  on  the  furface  of  out:  globe, 
in  its  more  pure  date.  There 
have  been  found  fix  different  fpe- 
cies  ;  having  all  quite  different 
properties,  and  which  hitherto 
have  neither  been  decompounded 
into  more  ftirnple,  nor  been  chang¬ 
ed  into  another  :  viz.  The  earth 
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of  the  ponderous  far  ;  2.  calca¬ 
reous  earth  ;  3.  magnefia  ;  4.  clay ; 
5.  filiceoiLs  earth  ;  and  6.  earth  of 
gsim.  I  have  in  another  place 
mentioned  the  chara&eriftics  of 
them.  —  Whether  thefe,  which  till 
a  further  inveftigation  may  be 
called  primitive  earths ,  are  really 
different,  or  only  varieties  of  the 
fame,  [  cannot  tell  ;  the  iaft  opi¬ 
nion  feems  to  be  the  mod  fimple. 

I  have  however  before  obferved 
the  dangerous  error  of  limiting 
the  order  of  nature  to  our  confined 
ideas.  The  conclufion  ought  not 

O 

to  be  formed  before  the  premifes 
are  afcertained  *  by  experiments. 
Patience  and  affiduous  application 
may  perhaps  in  future  times  make 
difcoveries;  fmce  we  have  at  lea  ft 
fome  confiderable  number  of  no¬ 
tions  about  their  properties,  by 
which  a  great  deal  is  already 
gamed.  —  But  fmce  the  acid  of 
fiuor  and  water,  meeting  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  form  of  vapours,  coa¬ 
gulate  into  filiceous  earth  ;  and 
acid  of  arfen'ic  with  phlogifton 
coagulate  into  folid  white  arienic  ; 
there  is  fome  indication  that  ter- 
reous  fubftances,  as  well  as  me¬ 
tallic  calxes,  may  be  confidered 
in*  their  firft  principles  as  acids  ; 
which  in  the  firft  cafe  are  become 
fixed  by  water,  and  in  the  laft  by 
phlogiston.  Thus  much  at  leait 
is  certain,  that  nature  has  indi¬ 
cated  itfelf  to  be  pofTeffed  of  an 
abundance  and  variety  of  acids  ; 
and  that  it  particularly  employs 
them  in  its  various  operations. 

Water  is  (till  more  fubtle,  and 
with  more  difficulty  decompound¬ 
ed. — Upon  more  accurate  exami¬ 
nation  we  find,  that  the  experi¬ 
ments  according  to  which  it  was 
imagined,  that  water  could  be 
changed  into  earth,  do  by  no 
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means  prove  that  which  in  the 
beginning  had  been  fufpedted  of 
them.  It  is  generally  known, 
tin.  heat  cauies  peculiar  changes 
in  water.  The  particles  of  water 
ftrongly  attract  the  particles  of 
heat  ;  and  after  they  have  been 
charged  with,  or  enveloped  by 
a  certain  quantity  of  them,  this 
compounded  matter  becomes  fo 
ealily  moveable,  that  its  furface 
endeavours  conftantly  to  form  a 
horizontal  line  ;  it  has  a  great  fi- 
milanty  with  a  fubtle  earth  melt¬ 
ed  by  fire.  If  you  diminifh  the 
heat,  by  which  operation  the  fur- 
face  of  the  particles  either  come 
in  contact  and  by  their  friction 
hinder  this  reciprocal  motion,  or 
the  elafticity  and  power  of  reoul- 
fton  is  fufficiently  diminifhed  by 
the  feparacion  of  one  of  thefe  ele¬ 
mentary  principles,  then  the  mafs 
becomes  indurated  and  ice  is 
formed.  It  is  not  yet  determin¬ 
ed,  which  of  tlide  caufes  is  here 
prevalent.  If  ice  is  to  be  melted, 
a  quantity  of  the  employed  heat 
is  loft,  amounting  to  very  near 
720  of  our  thermometers,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  faturation  ;  fo 
that  its  effeeft  is  concealed  by  its 
union  with  the  ice,  almoft  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  an  acid  were 
hindered  from  exercifing  its  cha- 
raclerfftic  properties  by  a  fa tura- 
tion  with  alkalies.  The  fame 
takes  place  with  quicklime  :  it 
contains  heat,  which  is  inactive 
till  a  ftronger  elective  attraction 
fets  free  and  expels  it.  By  the 
abforption  of  720  of  heat,  ice  is 
made  fluid  ;  that  which  it  receives 
beyond  it  is  fuperfluous  ;  which 
may  be  ealily  obferved,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  adding  an  acid 
to  a  neutral  fait  :  the  water  ex¬ 
pand?,  grows  warmer,  more  fub- 
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tie,  more  penetrating,  moveable, 
and  light.  If  the  quantity  of 
heat  is  accumulated  till  it  be¬ 
comes  equal  to  ioo°,  it  is  dif- 
folved  into  el  a  die  vapours  ;  feme 
of  which  are  already  generated 
before  the  degree  of  heat  is  equal 
to  ioo°  ;  but  fo  much  the  lefs, 
|:he  lefs  the  quantity  of  heat  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  above  mentioned  degree 
of  faturation. - In  the  very  mo¬ 

ment  they  are  ftparated  from  the 
piafs  it  cools  ;  for  all  evaporation 
generates  cold.  Does  this  cold 
arife  becaufe  the  increafed  volume 
requires  more  to  its  faturation, 
and  can  in  confequence  of  its  ef¬ 
fect,  fix  more  heat  than  before  ? 
Or  is  the  heat,  (which  was  united 
to  the  water  and  was  encreafed  to 
a  certain  degree)  now  enabled  to 
confolidate  itfelf  clofer  and  in 
greater  abundance,  and  to  carry 
off  in  confequence  that  part  of  the 
water  which  is  neared  at  hand  ? 
-—-This  is  what  experiments  have 
taught  us  of  the  compofition  of 
water  ;  plainly  demonftrating  that 
it  by  no  means  ought  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  fimple  fubftance. 

I  have  before  mentioned  fome- 
thing  about  air,  and  proved,  that 
the  fub dance  commonly  called  by 
that  name,  is  by  no  means  a  fim¬ 
ple  and  homogeneous  body.  I 
need  not  like  wife  be  prolix  on 
this,  and  the  thus  called  fourth 
element  or  fire  ;  ilnce  thefe  two 
are  the  objects  of  the  following' 
performance ; — -whole  author,  Mr. 
hcheele,  has  great  merit  in  che- 
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mi  dry  by  feveral  important  dif- 
coveries  ;  all  his  inquiries  {hew¬ 
ing  not  only  his  reflection  and 
rcafoning,  but  alfo  a  peculiar  fhill 
and  pei  severance  in  inveftigating 
truth,  both  by  analyfis  and  by 
iyntkefis.  Newton's  difeovery  to. 


divide  light  (the  infinitely  fub- 
tie  light)  into  colours,  has  open¬ 
ed  the  way  to  many  very  curious 
myfteries  of  nature,  though  it  wrs 
no  more  than  a  mechanical  divi- 
fion,  Mr.  Scheele  difclofes  a  more 
fubtle,  becaufe  a  chemical  analy¬ 
fis  ;  which  indructs  us  not  only 
about  light,  but  ailo  about  fire, 
whole  explication  has  hitherto 
been  the  crux  philofophia:.  I  have, 
with  feveral  alterations,  repeated 
his  principal  experiments  on  which 
he  grounds  his  dodtnne  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  found  them  perfectly 
accurate.  Though  in  fome  lefs 
material  circumdances  a  nearer 
confirmation  might  become  ne- 
cefiary  ;  it  does  however  no  in¬ 
jury  to  the  main  fubjedf  ;  which 
is  grounded  on  feveral  correfpond- 
ing  experiments. —  Hear.,  fire,  and 
light  are  ;n  regard  to  the  elemen¬ 
tary  principle,  the  fame  with 
good  air  and  phlogidon  ;  but  their 
proportion,  and  perhaps  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  compofition,  caufe 
the  great  difference.  Phlogidon 
Items  to  be  a  real  elementary 
pri  nciple,  which  enters  the  chief 
part  of  fubdances,  and  adheres  to 
them  mod  obdinately.  There  are 
feveral  means  to  feparate  it  more 
or  lefs  perfectly  :  of  thofe  known 
fubdances,  good  air  is  mod  ac¬ 
tive  ;  for  which  reafon,  I  put  its 
fign  at  the  very  top  of  the  column 
of  phlogidon  in  my  new  table 
of  attractions  ;  what  it  cannot 
do  fuddenly,  is  however  done 
gradually  by  the  intervention  of 
favourable  circumdances. 

How  interefting  the  more  re¬ 
fined  chemidry  is,  will  not  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  prove  more  circumdan- 
tially  on  the  pvefent  occafion.  It 
requires  a  great  deal  of  prejudice, 
or  the  great  eft  ignorance,  to  treat 

it 
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it  with  contempt  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  unneceflary  re¬ 
finement  and  fubtleties.  Earth, 
water,  air,  heat,  light,  and  many 
more  fuch  fubtle  iubftances  are 
every  where  to  be  met  with  ;  and 
as  Jong  as  their  properties  re¬ 
main  unknown,  the  effe&s  both 
of  nature  and  art,  mud  remain 
involved  in  the  mod  perfeft  ob- 
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fcurity.  In  Chemidry,  there  are 
none  of  the  veritates  ctioj:?  ;  the 
lead  phenomenon,  when  e> - 
amined  in  all  its  caufes,  is  al¬ 
ways  connected  with  others  of  the 
greated  importance  ;  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  every  thing  is  {hewn 
connefted  in  the  great  oeconomy 
of  nature. 
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Obfervalions  on  the  Dyfentery  of  the 
Well- Indies,  by  B,  Mofeley, 
Surgeon  at  Kingflon  in  Jamaica  ; 
•with  his  new  and  Juccefsful 
Manner  of  treating  it . 

H'^HE  caufes  of  all  difeafes, 
JL  well  underftood  and  pro¬ 
perly  confidered,  point  to  their 

cure.-- - -It  is  an  obfervation  of 

the  great  Sydenham,  that,  <4  he 
never  was  at  a  lofs  to  prescribe  for 
a  difeafe,  when  he  knew  the 
caufe  of  it  and  that  he  always 
prefcribed  with  caution  until  he 
had  found  it. 

The  difqrder  in  queftion  has 
been,  I  believe,  more  confidered 
from  its  effpdls,  its  remote,  and 
concurring  caufes,  than  from  its 
immediate  caufe  } — hence  we  may 
account  for  the  inefficacy  of  the 
various  attempts  to  cure  it. 

The  pen  of  writers  has  done 
little  more  in  the  bloodv-flux, 
than  record  the  times  and  places 
when  and  where  it  proved  molt 
fatal  ;  the  appearance  it  put  on  ; 
its  fymptoms  ;  its  devastation  ; 
variety  of  modes  of  treatment 
that  had  no  certain  fuccefs  ;  now 
and  then  a  remarkable  cafe,  and 
the  phenomena  difcovered  on  dif¬ 
fering  the  dead. 


The  great  author  above-men¬ 
tioned,  following;  nature  as  an 
unerring  guide,  never  flopped  at 
effedls,  but  proceeded  on  to  the 
caufes  of  difeaies  ;  and  abided  the 
means  employed  by  nature  to  re¬ 
move  them,  or  iubflitute  a  fafer 
and  better  method  ; — to  which 
principle  the  world  is  indebted 
for  that  ineflimable  work  that 
can  only  perifh  with  it  ;  a  work 
founded  in  nature,  on  a  bails  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  dimes  ;  that  Hands 
as  the  Palladium  of  phyfic  againfl 
the  fuperilitious  errors  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  ages,  and  the  ingenious  chi¬ 
meras  of  later  times  : — he  difco¬ 
vered  the  dyfentery  to  be,  “  a 
fever  of  the  feafon ,  or  of  its  own 
kind ,  turned  inwards  ■  upon  the  in - 
tefines  f  and  yet  his  fucceffors 
have  made  but  little  farther  ufe 
of  this  excellent  aphorifm,  than 
quoting  it,  as  their  rides  laid 
down  for  treating  the  difeafe  fuf- 
ficiently  prove. 

In  the  courfe  of  twelve  years 
experience  in  this  ifland,  and  from 
every  account  I  have  been  able  to 
procure  from  all  parts  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  I  have  invariably 
found  the  truth  of  Sydenham’ s  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  have  remarked  that  as 
the  Hus  diftinguifhes,  by  the  num¬ 
ber 
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her  of  (tools,  the  quantity,  fo  it  blood -veflels  are  broken,  and  at 
does  the  date  of  the  fever  of  the  intervals  when  there  is  no  mixture 
leafon,  when  it  prevails,  or  of  of  blood  or  mucus,  we  fhall  fin 


the  fubject  difeafed  ;  the  itools 
being  more  frequent  at  thofe 
hours  when  fevers  <p*e  in  their  ex¬ 
acerbation,  and  the  reverfe  when 
in  their  remiffion  ;  befides,  their 
alternate  fuccefiion  is  frequently 
obferved, — nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  this  /ever,  like  molt  others, 
is  caufed  by  cb/irutted perforation  ; 
not  confined  to  cold,  hot,  wet, 
or  dry  feafbns,  particular  food, 
water,  liquors,  or  fruit  ;  but 
chiefly  depending  on  bidden  tran¬ 
sitions,  and  fnch  other  caufes,  as 
expofe  people  to  have -this  dif- 
charge  hattily  flopped. 

I  know  that  writers  lay  great 
ft  refs  on  exciting,  and  internal 
pre-difpdfing  caufes  ;  heat  and 
moifture  ;  putrid  ferments;  in¬ 
fection,  &c.  &c. — but,  upon  a 
ftridt  examination,  we  (hall  find, 
that  there  has  been  too  much  at¬ 
tention  employed  on  thefe  imagi¬ 
nary  circumftances,  whilftthe  im¬ 
mediate  caufe ,  or  prhnum  ??:obi!e  re¬ 
mains  unnoticed.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  conjunct:  caufe  is 
neceflarvj  othervvife  obftrudted 
perfpiration,  the  parent  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny,  would  always  produce  the 
fame  difeafe. 

The  fkin  being  the  great  outlet 
for  infenflble  perfpiration,  which 
is  faid  by  SanPiorius  to  amount, 
in  the  temperate  clime  of  Italy, 
to  five  eighths  of  what  is  taken 
into  the  body,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  violent  efforts  na¬ 
ture  immediately  makes,  on  the 
fudden  fuppreffion  of  a  habit  of 
Inch  extent  :  and  if  we  attend  to 
the  ftools  of  fome  patients,  after 
the  common  contents  of  the  bow¬ 
els  are  difeharged,  before  the 


they  are  nothing  but  a  ferous, 
acrid  fluid. 

As  I  have  conftantly  prahlifed 

in  the  opinion,  that  a  flux  is  a 

certain  fever  of  the  inteflines,  and 

that  this  fever  is  caufed  by  the 

* 

obfirufled perfpiration  being  thrown 
there — fo  I  have  ever  found  it  re-? 
lieved,  by  .turning  back  that  dif- 
charge  to  its  natural  channel  ;  nor 
have  I  often  found  difficulty  in 
removing  it  fpeedily,  when  taken 
in  the  beginning. 

The  common  and  fatal  practice* 
of  attacking  the  diforder  in  the 
bowels,  with  opiates  and  aftrin- 
gents,  is  but  aggravating  the  ef¬ 
fect,  whilft  the  caufe  is  entirely 
neglected. 

Among  the  multitude  of formu - 
lx  propofed  for  the  flux,  we  find 
fnake-root ,  Dovers  powder,  and 
other  diaphoretic  medicines  ;  but 
exhibited  in  iuch  a  manner,  that 
they  muft  often  have  produced 
more  harm  than  good  :  —  however, 
it  plainly  demon-flutes  that  the 
fkin  has  not  been  really  looked  to 
for  relief, — much  lei's  has  the  pro- 
cefs  of  fweating  been  confidered 
as  the  only  one  to  be  relied  on. 

Sir  John  Pringle  recommends 
ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes,  united 
with  phtlonium  and  opium  ;  —  I)r. 
Huck,  and  many  others,  a  courfe 
of  ipecacuanha  in  ftages  of  the  dif- 
eaie  when  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  are  over  ;  the  good  effedls 
are  attributed  to  aftringency  ;  — 
but  with  the  greatefi  deference 
polfible  to  fuch  authority,  I  be¬ 
lieve  ipecacuanha  increafes  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  humours  to  the  fkin, 
and  therein  confifis  its  ufe  in 
fluxes.  I  apprehend  that  no  aftrin- 

gent, 
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gent,  fimply  as  fuel),  will  often 
be  found  proper  in  fluxes  this 
is  daily  gvinccd  by  grangrenes, 
obflinate  inftruCtions,  and  fwel-- 
lings,  which  arife  when  a  flux 
has  been  injudicioufly  flopped  by 
them  ;  a  flux  being  in  its  firffc 
llages  “  a  fever  of  the  intefines .” 
and  in  every  ftage  an  increafe  of 
one  difeharge,  from  i  the  diminu  ¬ 
tion  of  another. 

Monfieur  De  Sense  srave  emetic 
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tartar  in  fmall  dofes  ;  but  he  ex- 
preily  fays,  he  gave  it  as  a  laxa¬ 
tive,  to  keep  up  a  free  paffage 
from  the  ftomach  to  the  rediurn . — 
It  is  a  common  practice  to  give 
the  glaf,  and  other  preparations 
of  antimony,  in  cafual  dofes,  and 
uncertain  periods  ;  but  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  always  intended  for  the 
v  hr  ft  paffages.  In  this  practice, 
though  the  primee  vies  are  lo  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  cleanfed,  I  attribute 
the  principal  fuccefs  to  the  effeCts 
which  antimonials  produce  in 
opening  the  obftrudled  capillaries, 
and  preventing  a  reflux  of  hu¬ 
mours  to  the  bowels  :  for  often  in 
fluxes,  when,  from  careleiTnefs 
and  cold,  antimonials  have  had 
their  whole  force  and  aCtion  turn¬ 
ed  upon  the  bowels,  they  have 
increafed  the  determination  of  the 
fluids  there,  and  brought  on  hid¬ 
den  death  ;  and  in  fevers  aifo, 
the  ftomach  is  fometimes  deftroyed 
by  them.— When  emetic  tartar 
is  injudicioufly  given  to  young, 
irritable,  plethoric  people,  in  the 
beginning  of  a  fever,  and  pre¬ 
vious  to  proper  evacuations,  in- 
ftead  of  exciting  a  diaphoretic,  a 
fpaftn  is  produced  in  the  ftomach  $ 
inceflfant  vomiting  ;  inflammation, 
the  veflels  of  the  thorax  and  head, 
are  ft  i  fled  with  blood,  and  the 
patient  vomits  away  his  life. 
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The  activity  of  emetic  tartar, 
makes  the  direction  of  it  difficult : 
it  is  in  many  refpecLs  a  dangerous 
medicine  in  ho't  climates,  the 
nervous  fyftem  being  fo  irritable 
except  merely  as  mi  emetic  :  — 
it  has  done  much  mifehief  when 
employed  in  fevers,  the  reguhne 
virulence  of  the  antimony  being 
combined  with  acid,  makes  its 
operation,  as  a  fudorifle,  very  pre¬ 
carious  :  and  it  often  proves  fatal 
to  the  ftomach. 

Such  preparations  of  antimony 
as,  from  the  effefts,  I  fhould  fup- 
pofe  'James's  powder  to  be,  that 
have  its  phlogifton  mitigated,  and 
the  reguline  part  capable  of  ac¬ 
tion,  from  acidity,  are  beft  in  fe¬ 
ver^,  being  mod  certainly  fudori- 
fic  ;  their  operation  on  the  fto- 
mach  or  bowels  coniiderably  de¬ 
pends  on  the  ftate  of  the  humours 
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contained  there,  and  they  princi¬ 
pally  become  active'  when  nature 
requires  it. 

Dr.  Cullen  objects,  that  the 
dofes  of  thefe  preparations  of  an¬ 
timony  cannot  be  fo  well  ascer¬ 
tained,  as  its  folutioo  by  the  ve¬ 
getable  acid  ;  for  which  reafon 
he  prefers  the  emetic  tartar  for  ufe. 
It  mult  be  admitted,  that  emetic 
tartar  is  a  certain  vomit,  and 
when  given  for  that  purpofe  the 
dofe  is  eaflly  afeertained  ; — but  as 
it  adds  immediately  on  the  fto¬ 
mach,  it  is  frequently  impoffible 
to  produce  any  other  effect  by  it, 
dofe  it  how  you  will. — This  learn¬ 
ed  phyfician  has  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  general  ufe  of  eme¬ 
tic  tartar  ; — -the  abide  of  it  has 
arifen  from  ourrefpeCl  to  his  cha¬ 
racter. 

When  we  obferve  with  what 
circumipeCtion  and  prudence  the 
mod  enlightened  and  fckntbic  in¬ 
troduce 


troduce  their  reflections,  we  fhould 
learn  that  they  apprehend  more 
from  exceeding,  than  rejecting 
their  doctrine. 

Dr.  Cullen  fhppofes,  tliat  the 
application  ot  cold  air,  as  a  feda- 
live,  by  abating  the  reaction  of 
the  vafcular  fyftem,  may  be  ufe- 
ful  in  fome  circumltances  of  fe¬ 
ver;  but  does  not  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  in  what  ; — yet  we  fee  the 
extravagant  practice  of  expoflng 
patients  indiscriminately  in  fevers, 
and  other  difeafes  almoit  fub  dio , 
not  attended  to,  nor  the  mifchicf 
it  produces. 

A  moderately  cool,  temperate 
air,  is  proper  and  neceffary  in 
every  fptcies  of  fever  ;  but  if  any 
thing beyond.that  degree  is  meant, 
it  cannot  be  iupported  by  any  rea- 
foning  that  applies  to  the  fmall- 
pox,—  though  this  ,  gave  rife  to 
the  fpeculation,  and  many  expe¬ 
riments  on  it,  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  Europe. 

The  fmall-pox  fever  is  fui gene¬ 
ris,  and  terminates  in  phlegmons  ; 
it  requires  a  treatment  of  its  own. 

- — For  example,  cooler  air  than  is 
required  in  a  Irate  of  health  is 
neceffary  ;  railing  a  fweat  is  pre¬ 
judicial,  and  often  changes  the 
diftinCt  into  the  confluent  fort ;  — 
on  the  contrary,  in  fevers,  their 
folution  is  commonly  by  fweat ; — 
cold  air  applied,  as  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  impedes  that  folution,  and 
changes  an  intermittent  into  a 
remittent,  or  both  into  a  conti¬ 
nued  fever. 

The  preceding  paragraph  will 
not  be  deemed  digreflive,  as  it  is 
neceffary,  to  elucidate  my  fub- 
ject. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  aif- 
pute  the  auxiliary  aid  that  may 
cccafionally  be  drawn  from  aro- 
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fact,  foap,  lime- 
calomel,  various  purga* 
tives,  and  even  various  aftringents, 
in  certain  conditions  of  a  dyfen- 
tery,  diarrhqca,  or  tenefmirs  ;  or 
from  rhubarb,  abforbents  and 
corre£lors,  in  unimportant  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  bowels,  originating 
there  from  acrimony  or  crudities; 
but  to  recommend  a  practice  for 
removing  the  dyfenterv,  by  means 
adequate  to,  and  that  correfpond 
with,  its  general  caufe. 

It  will  occur  to  fvery  practi¬ 
tioner,  as  my  intention  here  is 
the  ufe  of  fudorifles,  that  I  mean, 
a  careful ,  continued  courfe  of  them , 
to  keep  up  a  fweat,  in  extent  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  and  not  the  trifling  way  of 
giving  fmall  doles,  whilit  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  expofed,  and  their  ope¬ 
ration  disregarded. - It  will  oc¬ 

cur  alio,  that  the  fudorific  employed 
rniijl  be  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the 
flux, — the  Jlage  of  it , — the  confitu- 
tion  of  the  feafon , — and  the  habit 
of  the  patient. 

When  I  propofe  a  method,  for 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe  by  a  courfe 
of  fudorifles,  1  am  aware  of  no 
objection  that  can  pofflbly  attend 
the  novelty  of  the  doCtrine — ex¬ 
cept  that  it  wants  the  fanCtiop.  of 
the  fathers  of  phyfic,  to  oppofe 
the  errors  and  prejudices  of  cui- 
torn  :  —  but  that  mu  ft  yield  to 
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faCts;  and  the  important  confidcr- 
ation,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  war, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  colonies, 
depend  on  the  prefervation  of  the 
troops;  among  whom  the  flux  has 
ever  been  found  to  make  the  iiioil 
dreadful  havoc. 

As  much  depends  on  a  conve¬ 
nient  and  proper  hofpital,  the  fi¬ 
liation  and  conftruclion  of  it  re¬ 
quire  confide  ration. — An  hofpi¬ 
tal 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


matics,  wax 
water, 


§2  A  N  N  U  A  L  R  I 

tal  fhould  not  only  be  fituated  on 
a  healthful  fpot,  but  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  a  market ;  where  good  wa¬ 
ter,  wood,  and  every  neceffary, 
can  be  iupplied  without  fatigue, 
delay,  or  trouble.— The  evils  arif- 
ing  from  the  reverfe  of  this,  re¬ 
quire  no  animadverfion  :  let  us 
conlider  the  evils  of  its  improper 
conftrufiion  ;  in  {lead  of  being 
lofty  and  fpacious,  we  find  the 
contrary  mode  is  adopted  ;  and  it 
is  generally  thought  fufficient  to 
have  plenty  of  doors  and  windows, 
in  all  places  appropriated  for  the 
fick  ;  theie  doors  and  windows 
are  kept  conftantly  open  to  make 
the  hofpital  what  is  called  *airy. 

The  coil  of  a  good  hofpital  is 
nothing  in  the  fcale  of  expence  ; 
it  is  a  folecifm  in  (economy  to 
have  a  bad  one.™ A  bad  hofpital 
may  deprive  the  date,  in  a  few 
months,  of  as  many  men  as  would 
amount,  in  political  calculation, 
to  a  fum  fufficient  to  build  ten 
good  ones. 

It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  no¬ 
tice  of  any  perfon  that  has  redded 
in  the  Wed- Indies,  that  fitting- 
long  in  the  confined  direction  of  a 
breeze,  brings  on  a  feverifh,  dif- 
agreeable  fenfation, — and  fome- 
times  pains  in  the  dice,  neck, 
joints,  and  a  great  degree  of  fe¬ 
ver:— -How  then  mud  it.be  with 
a  patient,  who,  in  the  little  huts 
of  hofpitals,  is  placed  at  a  door¬ 
way  to  prevent  fuffocation,  or 
railed  on  a  platform  to  the  level  of 
an  open  window,  if  he  fhould 
break  out  in  a  critical  fweat?  The 
fweat  is  fuddenly  flopped  ;  and  if 
death  does  not  enfue,  the  difeafe 
(which,  under  the  kind  operation 
of  nature,  would  be  fin  idled  in  a 
day  or  two)  is  lengthened  out  in¬ 
to  months. 
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Hofpitals  and  fick-rooms  ought 
to  be  well  ventilated  ;  but  as  the 
fick  fhould  not  be  killed  with 
heat,  fo  they  fhould  not  have 
currents  of  wind  imprudently  di¬ 
rected  on  their  bodies  : — in  this 
cafe,  no  difeafe  can  pcffibly  be 
thrown  off,  orjcomplete  a  ends  by 
the  emu  net  off  es  of  the  fkin, — How 
then  can  foldiers  recover  from  fe¬ 
vers,  chiefly  from  obflrudfed  per- 
fpiration  expofed  to  a  dill  eri- 
creafing  caufe  ? — To  this  fource 
we  may  principally  attribute  the 
multitude  of  what  are  generally 
called  convalescents  ;  which  in 
truth,  for  the  mod  part,  are  peo¬ 
ple  labouring  under  chronic  com¬ 
plaints  frqm  the  imperfect  {eluti¬ 
on  of  acute  difeafes*. 

Though  1  have  continually  op¬ 
portunities  in  my  private  prac¬ 
tice,  to  prove  the  extent  of  the 
dodtrine  I  advance,  it  ds  my  in¬ 
tention  to  have  the  application  of 
thefe  obfervations  underdood  to 
belong  to  the  military,  and  that 
degree  of  dyfentery  which  is  no 
where  to  be  feen  but  in  their 
camps  and  garrifons  : — for  which 
reafon  I  fhall  illudrate  the  fub- 
jecl  with  a  fhort  account  of  the 
bloody-dux,  as  it  now  rages  a- 
mongd  the  troops  in  this  idand, 
and  particularly  in  the  camp  at 
Fori  Caftile ,  with  the  method  I 
have  happily  found  fuccefsful,  in 
the  treatment  of  thole  .committed 
to  my  care. 

This  dux  will  appear  to  want 
almod  all  the  fuppofed  remote 
caufes  of  a  dyfentery,  but  it  will 
be  found  with  the  immediate  one 
common  to  all. 

The  date  of  the  human  frame, 
during  lome  months  pad,  has  un¬ 
dergone  a  multitude  of  diurnal 
tranutions,  from  the  abfence  or 
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prefence  of  a  violent  fea  breeze  : 
— the  weather  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  dry  and  hot,  and  at  times 
ful try  : — it  was  impoffible  to  life 
the  lead  exerc’le,  without  being; 
heated  ;  and  it  was  aimotl  impel 
fi'ole  to  '-.t  heated,  without  be  - 
mg  immediately  chilled  by  ■  the 
breeze. 

It  is  the  foldie/s  life  to  be 
much  expoled,  and  it  is  his  cuf- 
tom  to  be  carelefs  of  himfdf :  — 
when  he  is  fatigued  or  heated 
he  ha  liens  to  cool  himfelf  in  the 
breeze  or  night  air  ;  and  perhaps 
throws  off  his  cl  oaths,  and  often 
lies  down  and  fleeps  in  that  con¬ 
dition  :  —  if  he  is  wet,  he  dries  his 
cloaths,  linen,  and  fldn  together  : 
— by  thefe  '•means,  perfpiration, 
the  great  fountain  of  health  in 
hot  climates,  is  fuddenly  (lopped, 
and  febrile  driclures  occupy  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body. 

A  flux  following  thefe  datay 
will  diftir.guifh  itfelf  by  an  inflam¬ 
matory  diathefis  ;  and  its  progreis 
will  confequently  be  rapid. 

The  general  fymptoms  are,  a 
chillnefs  in  the  beginning,  fu.c- 
ceeded  by  feverifh  heats  ;  gr'ip- 
ings  and  frequent  fmall  motions  ; 
ficknefs  of  the  (lomach,  and  fome- 
times  retchings  ;  copious  purging 
foon  follows,  with  green,  brown, 
or  yellow  watery  (tools  ;  thefe  are 
now  mixed  with,  or  iucceeded  by, 
great  difeharges  of  blood  ;  the 
itools  vary  in  factor  and  appear¬ 
ance,  according  to  the  periods  of 
the  difeafe,  or  as  they  are  more 
or  lefs  retained  :  a  conhderable 
degree  of  fever  brums  on  the  d:i- 
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eafe,  and  accompanies  it,  with 
fome  ;  with  others  but  little  ; — 
fmall,  bloody,  (limy  (fools,  con¬ 
tinually  harrafs  the  patient  in  the 
lad  ftages,  particularly  at  nights 
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the  tongue  is  greatly  furred,  and 
(ometimes  of  a  brown  or  black, 
colour  ;  apthas  appear  but  ft  1  do  m. 
— This  is  the  general  account  of 
thole  who  experience  the  violence 
of  the  nileafe,  and  furvive  the 
fird  week  ;  but  many  who  were 
feized  at  the  fetting  in  of  the  flux 
this  fpring,  peri  died  within  that 
time. 

The  curative  indications  arc- — 
to  caufe  a  revulfion  to  the  furface  of 
the  body 9  and  to  cleanje  the  intefines  : 
—  The  difeafe  being  rapid,  the 
cure  depends  on  performing  thefe 
things  as  fpeedily  as  poidbie. 

Experience  having  fhewn,  that 
the  common  methods  and  medi¬ 
cines  hitherto  ufed,  fall  far  fliort 
of  obtaining  the  important  point 
of  revulfion  in  proper  time,  and 
fupporting  it,  the  practice  will 
dill  be  deficient,  if  we  cannot  find 
means  adequate  to  that  purpofe. 

.  The  indudfive  confiderations 
are,  to  bleed  whenever  it  can  be 
done  with  fafety  ;  cleanfe  the 
prints  vice  ;  to  check  the  impetus 
with  which  the  circulation  is  de¬ 
termined  on  the  intedines,  dii- 
tending  and  burfting  the  coats  of 
the  veiTels  ;  to  remove  the  (pafm 
from  the  veffels  of  the  furface  of 
the  body,  and  to  caafe  a  diver- 
don  there  :  ail  thefe  mud  be  done 
immediately,  that  the  revulfion 
may  be  effectual. 

Bleeding  being  an  operation  of 
great  confequence  in  the  dux,  the 
cure  is  generally  begun  with  it, 
repeating  it  as  the  fymptoms  au- 
thorife  :  —  there  are  but  few  in- 
fiances  where  it  may  not  fafely  be 
done  in  the  beginning  of  the  dii- 
eafe;  the  neceffity  is  obvious  where 
the  patient  is  young,  plethoric, 
with  fever  and  full  pulfe.  # 

After  bleeding',  w  vomit  of  ipe- 
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cacuanha  is  to  be  given,  which 
commonly  relieves  the  ftomach 
from  a  load  of  acid,  poraceoiisy 
bilious  impurities  : — but  our  great 
expedtat ion  from  vomiting  is,  that 
its  action  on  the  mufcular  fibres 
of  the  llo  march,  forces  upon  the 
extreme  arterial  capillaries,  for¬ 
wards  the  circulation  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  and  induces  to 
fweat. — An  opiate  after  its  ope¬ 
ration  is  neceffary. 

After  the  vomit  and  opiate,  it 

m  i.  ' 

is  proper  to  empty  the  bowels  ; 
but  with  caution  in  cafe  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  weak  ;  and  in  filch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  increafe  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  blood  there,  and 
divert  it  from  the  furface  ;  for 
then  we  fhould  lofe  the  ground 
gained  by  the  vomit,  and  coun¬ 
teract  our  principal  defignv — An 
antimonial  that  adts  much  upon 
the  fldn,  and  purges  at  the  fame 
time,  is  what  I  always  ufe. 

The  prime?  vie?  being  clean  fed, 
and  the  revulfion  beeun,  it  mult 
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De  completed  by  fudorifics,  that 
the  difeafe  may  be  thrown  off  by 
fweat.  This  will  be  effected  by 
uniting  an  opiate  with  a  diapho¬ 
retic,  and  adnaini  lie-ring  it  as  ac- 
ca'fion  requires.  Laudanum  and 
antimonial  wine  combined,  is  a 
medicine  that  caufes  little  or  no 
irritation,  and  is  a  pleafant  and 
certain  diaphoretic  :  it  is  always 
neceffary  in  the  flux,  when  a  fweat 
is  intended  by  antimonial  or  other 
emetic  medicines  in  frrtall  doles, 
to  add  laudanum,  to  take  off  their 
irritation  ;  by  which  means,  their 
dofes  and  effects  niay  be  greatly 
extended. 

James’s  powder  is  admirably 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  lirii 
intensions  in  this  difeafe  ;  itpof- 
ielfes  this  great  advantage,  that 
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though  it  fhall  effectually  clean  fie 
tile  prime?  vie?  properly  given,  it. 
never  fails  to  excite  a  plentiful 
fweat,  and  terminates  on  the  fkin. 
— This  double  operation  (if  X 
may  fo  call  it)  perhaps  has  made 
it  fo  decifive  in  oh  11  in  ate  fevers. 

When  the  diaphorejis  is  begun, 
X  cover 'my,  patient  with  his  blan¬ 
ket,  (which  no  {old  re  r  fhould  be 
without)  and  take  care  that  the 
wind  is  not  admitted  diredtly  upon 
him.  I  do  not  fnffer  him  to  un- 
,  cover  himfelf,  but  order  what¬ 
ever  he  wants  to  be  brought  to 
him,  and  fupply  him  copioufly 
with  warm  mint,  fage,  balm,  or 
oatmeal  tea  ;  and  now  and  then 
given  him  abafon  of  gruel,  or  thin 
flour  pap,  with  a  fooonful  or  two 
of  good  found  white  wine,  as  free 
as  poffible  from  acidity. 

When  the  iudorific  procefs  has 
been  fuccefsfjally  continued,  all 
the  fymptoms  grow  milder  ;  and 
if  the  patient  breaks  out  in  a  rafh, 
or  efflorescent1  eruptions,  or  boils5 
the  difeafe  will  foon  vanifh. 

In  cafe  the  flux  continues  ob- 
ftinate,  and  the  fweat s  do  not  go 
©n  kindly,  it  will  not  only  be 
requifite  to  carry  off  the  morbific 
humours,  by  a  dofe  of  the  anti¬ 
monial  purgative,  but  repeated 
vomits  of  ipecacuanha  are  to  be 
given.— -in  this  cafe,  the  circu¬ 
lation  has  not  been  enough  di¬ 
verted  from  the  inteflines,  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  full  and  fufficicnt  diapho- 
refis  ;  it  is  therefore  neceffary  to 
give  a  frefh  impulfe  to  the  fibres, 
Dy  the  action  of  vomiting,  for  in 
vomiting,  the  addon  of  "the  flo- 
mach,  and  the  contraction  of  the 
abdominal  vifeera,  forces  the  blood 
to  the  furface,  and  upper  parts  of 
the  body. 

Another  eaufe  of  obflinacy  in 

.  the 
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the  flux,  is  indurated  fbeces  lodged 
in  the  inteffines; — and  though  the 
patient  (hall  have  been  repeatedly 
purged,  and  taken  nothing  but 
fluids  during  his  illnefs,  it  is 
amazing  what  lumps  of  excre¬ 
ment  will  fometimes  be  brought 
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away  by  a  repetition  of  the  anti- 
monial  purgative,  after  an  inter¬ 
val  of  leveral  days  ; — for  which 
reafon,  when  the  fvveats  have  been 
plentiful,  the  pulfe  moderate,  and 
the  flux  till  continues  obit  in  ate, 
we  may  fufpedt  this  to  be  the 
cafe. — The  extraordinary  appear¬ 
ance  thefe  balls  of  excrement 
fometimes  acquire,  from  a  long 
retention  amongft  difeafed  fecre- 
tions,  have  induced  fome  to  whim- 
flcal  fuppolitions  concerning  their 
caufe,  and  component  principles. 

I  purfue  this  method,  regulat¬ 
ing  it  as  occafion  may  require,  or 
particular  occurrences  fuggelt,  un¬ 
til  the  patient  is  in  a  condition 
for  bark,  and  other  tonics  and 
corroborants. 

The  flux  will  continue  trou- 
blefome  in  fome  fubjeefs,  from 
mere  vveaknefs  and  relaxation  of 
the  veffels,  without  any  material 
gripings  or  feverifh  fymptoms  :  — 
here  1  never  helitate  to  give  bark 
with  fnake  root  and  wine. 

In  all  complaints  of  the  bowels, 
particularly  in  the  dyfentery,  the 
bark  Ihould  never  be  given  in 
fubftance;  it  caufes  irritation,  and 
gripings  ;  and  either  brings  back 
the  difeafe  or  Alls  the  patient 
with  obftruflions  :  —  a  Arong  de¬ 
coction  therefore  is  ever  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

As  the  flux  is  always  increafed 
at  the  approach  of  night ;  fo,  for 
fome  time  after  it  has  abated,  the 
pulfe  quickens,  and  the  patient 
grows  feverifh  in  the  evening.— 
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This  is  an  admonition,  that  we 
fliould  deflfl  from  the  bark,  and 
give  a  gentle  diaphoretic  at  night. 

The  remaining  acrimony,  which 
fometimes  keeps  up  a  fmall  irri¬ 
tation  after  every  other  fymptom 
is  removed,  may  be  corrected  with 
abforbents,  and  carried  off  before 
the  ufe  of  the  bark  ;  or  at  any 
fubfequent  period,  if  it  fhould  re¬ 
cur,  with  rhubarb  and  magneiia, 
or  any  mild  cathartic. 

During  the  convalefcent  flate 
of  thofe  who  have  been  much  re¬ 
duced,  and  to  prevent  a  relapfe, 
a  flannel  fhirt  or  j’acket,  worn 
next  the  flcin,  is  of  Angular  be¬ 
nefit. — When  the  bowels  have 
buffered  conflderably  by  the  flux, 
and  cannot  recover  their  tone, 
but  from  weaknefs  are  fubjefl  to 
returns  of  that  complaint,  or  to 
diarrhoea  or  tenefmus,  on  the  leafl 
expofltion  to  cold;  a  flannel  j’acket 
worn  next  the  flcin  will  be  found 
almoft  a  certain  remedy,  and 
preventative.  —  Such  occafional 
cloathing  is  very  ufeful  to  officers 
and  foldiers  on  fervice  in  hot  cli¬ 
mates,  expofed  to  rains,  dews,  or 
night  air;  or  to  put  on  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  wet,  fatigued,  or  heat¬ 
ed,  that  perfpiration  may  not  be 
fuddenly  checked,  and  that  the 
body  may  cool  gradually. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  when  the 
attack  is  fudden  and  violent,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  overtake  the 
difeafe  with  opiates  and  cordials, 
before  any  recourfe  to  its  princi¬ 
ples  can  be  adopted  ;  otherwife 
the  patient  may  be  exhauffed  and 
funk  beyond  the  recovery  of  me*- 
dicine. 

Here  I  cannot  help  expre fling 
my  concern,  that  the  aggravated 
fymptoms  which  return  in  the 
morning,  have  not  put  an  end  to 
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the  cnflom  of  giving  pills  of  opium 
at  night.-— When,  opium  is  given 
alone,  and  'continued  for  any 
time,  after  its  cordial  e {feeds  are 
over,  it  weakens  the  veiTels,  in¬ 
jures  the  nerves,  caufes  a  ftran- 
gury,  and  lowers  the  powers  ct 
life; — the  humours,  in  dead  of 
being  difiipated,  accumulate  in 
the  difeafed  parts,  that  when  the 
conftipatioti  is  off,  the  blood  rufnes 
forth  with  increafed  violence,  and 
accelerates  the  patient’s  end. 

In  the  far  advanced  date  of  the 
difeafe,  we  find  the  mefenteric  vef- 
fels  and  glands  enlarged,  "and  ob- 
ilructed  ;  the  glanduls  peyerianas 
of  the  intedin.es  thickened,  their 
coats  tumifxed,  relaxed,  abraded, 
and  ha ffeni ng  into  a  date  of  fpha- 
celation  : — opium  in  this  fituation 
mud  increafe  and  multiply  every 
evil. 

The  real  ufe  of  opium  is,  to  ar- 
red  the  hurry  of  the  difeafe  ;  to 
procure  time  to  put  fome  rational 
means  of  cure  into  execution  ;  to 
give  other  medicines  their  intend¬ 
ed  effect,  and  to  eafe  thofe  tormi¬ 
na  which  fometimes  are  intoler¬ 
able. — Here  the  matchlefs  power 
of  opium  raids  our  admiration. 

In  the  preceding  hidory  it  will 
appear,  that  the  flux  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  particular  feafons  and  ii- 
tuations  that,  what  have  been 
commonly  coniidered  as  univerfal 
remote  caufes,  only  give  the  type 
to  the  difeafe  — and  that  its  ge¬ 
neral  caufe,  producible  various 
ways,  is  obd.*; acted  perfpiration. 

The  dux  that  prevailed  lad  au¬ 
tumn,  was  attended  with  many  of 
thofe  caufes  that  are  called  re¬ 
mote  - Auguft,  September,  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember  were  remarkably  clofe. 
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and  fultry,  with  frequent  r Bins  i 
— -the  great  difeharge  of  perfpira¬ 
tion,  from  the  rarefaction  of  the 
blood,  in  fnch  a  feafan,  relaxes 
the  extremities  of  the  perfpirable 
veiTels,  and  fub;ects  them  to  hid¬ 
den  fpafm,  and  collapfion. 

The  camp  dyfentery,  in  1^> w, 
damp,  marfhy  countries,  in  the 
autumnal  ieafon,  has  all  the  con¬ 
comitants  and  type  of  a  dux  in  hot 
climates  after  heavy  rains  ; — there 
will  be  leis  difpofition  to  indam- 
mation,  and  the  fluids  will  tend 
more  to  a  date  of  diffolution — yet 
it  is  a  fever  turned  upon, the  in - 
tejlines ,  for  want  of  a  tree  and  re-* 
gular  perfpiration,  from  the  thick - 
nefs  and  moidure  of  the  atmof- 
phere. 

The  irritation  thus  produced  on 
the  bowels,  foon  caufes  a  violent 
determination  of  blood  there  ; 
and  as  the  circulation  is  diminidied 
in  the  veffels  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  it  is  increafed  in  thofe  of 
the  inteftines. 

By  this  increafed  action  of  the 
arteries,  the  progrefs  of  the  blood 
is  impeded,  in  the  minute  rami¬ 
fications  of  the  veffels  hence 
hemorrhage,  and  extravafation  ;■ — ■ 
an  immediate  revulfion  is  there¬ 
fore  necefiary  : — it  mull  be  exten- 
live,  but  fuitable,  that  there  may 
be  no  mifehief  done  by  increafing 
the  debility  incident  to  the  dif¬ 
eafe. 

Bleeding  cannot  he  performed 
in  every  fubjecl,  nor  in  every  ftage 
or  condition  of  a  flux  ; — cathar¬ 
tics  only  cleanfe  the  affeCled  parts ; 
emetics  are  limited  to  anfwer  cer¬ 
tain  purpofes  ;  diaphoretics  have 
never  been  ufed,  in  a  manner  nor 
extent  fufficient  to  produce  an  ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  the  ettftom  of  expofing 

patient® 
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patients  to  partial  currents  of  cold 
air,  prevents  nature  from  doing 
any  thing  towards  the  cure. 

The  type  of  the  difeafe,  being 
duly  attended  to,  will  indicate 
the  quantity,  and  nature  of  the 
evacuations  necenTary  to  facilitate 
revullion  ;  and  it  is  lafcly  and  ef¬ 
fectually  completed,  by  a  careful 
continued  courle  of  fudorifics, 
kept  up  in  extent  proportioned  to 
the  difeafe. 

Thus  have  I  communicated  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  general  cctufe 
oftb 

edyfentery  of the  Weft- Indies, 
which  has  been  fo  dellru&ive  to 
the  troops — and  entered  into  a 
fliort  difquifition  of  its  nature, — 
and  explained  the  method  I  have 

followed  in  its  cure. - 1  have 

avoided  the  detail  of  minute  de- 
ferip  tions,  circumftances,  and  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  as  not  coming  with¬ 
in  my  delign  ;  which  is,  to  ex¬ 
plain  my  method  of  cure,  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  caufe  I  have  aftigned 
of  this  difeafe,  and  comprifed  in 
the  following  conftderations  ; — 
that  the  dyfentery  is  a  fever, of  the 
h:tejiines  ;  that  the  caufe  is  ob- 
fructed petfpiration  ;  and  that  the 
cure  is  in  calling  back  the  circu¬ 
lation  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  increafing  the  fenftble  perfpi- 
ration  by  the  moil  attire  iudori- 
ftes. 


Description  of  a  newly  invented  Ma¬ 
chine  for  Raking  S winner  Corn 
Stubbier,  by  Mr.  George  Bof- 
well,  of  Piddletown,  Dorfet. 
From  the  Letter r  of  the  Bath 
si griculture  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

B  O  U  T  three  years  ft  nee  I 
found  fome  difficulty  in  pro- 
Vol.  XXIV. 


curing  hands  to  take  up  my  lent 
or  lummer  corn  in  the  method 
ufuall  praclifed  in  this  county, 
that  is,  by  forking  the  fwarths  in¬ 
to  cocks,  and  raking  the  ground 
with  hand-rakes  by  women.  Men 
are  generally  employed  in  forking 
it.  It  therefore  occurred  to  me 
that  an  instrument  might  be  made 
to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  raking  it 
by  hand.  I  knew  the  Norfolk 
method  of  doing  it  by  drag-rakes, 
(as  they  are  called)  drawn  by 
men  ;  but  the  men  were  wanting 
elfe where.  I  had  often  feeii  a 
horfe-rake,  made  for  gathering 

y  t  O  G 

the  gr  a  men  canine  or  couch -grafs 
together  upon  fallow  lands,  and 
knew  a  farmer  who  had  ufed  it 
for  his  in  own  wheat  ftubbles;  but 
this  rake  being  drawn  from  the 
end  of  the  beam  by  the  horfe, 
dragging  the  ends  of  the  teeth 
upon  the  ground,  colie&ed  fuch 
quantities  of  weeds,  grafs,  earth, 
and  Hones  with  it,  as  nearly  to 
render  the  corn  of  no  value  ;  be- 
ftdes,  it  could  not  be  ufed  for 
clofe-mown  Hubbles  at  all.  Hav¬ 
ing  for  many  years  ufed  the  Nor¬ 
folk  ploughs  here,  I  thought  a 
rake  might  be  fo  conftrued  as  to 
go  on  the  bread -work  of  one  of 
thefe  ploughs  the  fame  manner 
as  the  plough  itfelf  is  ufed. 

I  therefore  had  one  made  nine 
feet  and  a  half  long,  and  the  teeth 
lix  inches  afunder.  Upon  apply¬ 
ing  it  in  the  place  of  the  plough 
on  the  bread; -work,  I  found  it 
anfwered  extremely  well,  except 
that  when  it  met  with  any  confi- 
derable  obftrudtion  at 'one  end.  it 
drew  the  other  end  aflant.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  I  took 
away  the  pillar  (the  part  of  the 
breaft-work  that  the  beam  reds 
upon,  and  which  is  raifed  higher, 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


or  let  down  lower,  to  fink  or  raile 
the  plough )  and  had  another  made 
to  extend  about  a  foot  or  rather 
more  beyond  the  outfides  of  the 
ilandards,  and  from  each  end  of 
the  chain,  made  to  let  out  or 
take  up  at  pleafure,  to  each  end 
of  the  pillar  :  this  kept  the  rake 
even  and  fteadv.  To  my  great 
fatisfadlion,  I  found  it  fucceed 
even  beyond  my  expectation  ;  for 
by  means  of  this  breafi-work,  it 
could,  like  the  Norfolk  plough, 
be  infiantly  fet  up  or  let  down  to 
the  greatell  degree  of  nicety  ;  fo 
that  any  Hubble,  whether  cut 
high  or  low,  whether  very  full  of 
grafs  or  clover,  or  quite  clean, 
might  be  raked  by  it  with  equal 
facility ;  for  the  teeth  being  made 
very  much  curved,  the  lower  part 
of  the  back  of  the  teeth  reds  upon 
-the  ground,  and  the  points  Hand 
out  of  if.  The  weight  cf  the 
rak<?  p reffes  the  teeth  clofe  to  the 
ground,  and  the  corn  is  gathered 
into  the  throat  of  the  rake,  with¬ 
out  digging  up  the  weeds  or  the 
foil.  The  teeth  are  made  fuifii- 
ciently  ftrong  to  prevent  their 
bending.  I  have  found  a  rajre  of 
the  length  above-mentioned  very 
manageable  ;  whether  it  would 
do  better  if  made  longer  muft  be 
left  to  future  experiments.  I  was 
determine^  to  this  length  by  the 
breadth  of  our  gate-ways,  being 
juft-  enough  to  admit  it  through 
them  without  taking  it  to  pieces. 

Forperfons  who  want  to  remove 
it  to  a  aidant  part,  two  fmall 
wheels  might  be  added,  to  put  on 
occafionally  at  the  ends,  to  raife 
the  teeth  from  the  ground  qa  it  is 
drawn  alone:  the  road. 

I  am  fenfible,that  if  a  low  wheel 
were  fixed  at  each  end,  even  when 
in  its  work,  it  would  greatly  k fi¬ 


fe  n  the  fridHon,  and  the  hone 
would  draw  it  the  eaiicr  ;  but  it 
would  render  it  more  complex, 
and,  perhaps,  occafion  it  not  to 
turn  fo  eafily  at  the  ends  of  the 
land.  I  have,  however,  had  it 
in  idea,  to  fix  fome  kind  of  Han- 
dard  on  the  head  of  the  rake  for  a 
line,  like  the  Norfolk  plough¬ 
lines,  to  come  back  to,  that  the 
man  might  guide  the  horfe  him- 
felf,  and  fave  the  expence  of  a 
boy  to  lead  him  ;  but  to  this 
th  ere  feem  to  arife  fome  objec¬ 
tions. 

One  horfe,  and  a  boy  to  lead 
him,  with  a  man  to  clear  the 
rake,  will,  eafily  rake  twelve  acres 
of  Hubble  in  a  day  ;  and  if  two 
horfes  are  taken  into  the  field,  to 
be  ufied  alternately,  twenty  acres 
might  be  raked  in  the  fame  time; 
but  this  would  be  hard  work  for 
the  man. 

The  manner  of  ufing  it  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  rake  being  put  on  the 
brea  H-work  of  the  Norfolk  plough* 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  ploughs 
are,  the  horfe  draws  it  with  the 
fame  traces,  & c.  (only  in  the 
plough  two  horfes  are  ufed,  and 
here  but  one)  and  being  fet  into 
its  work  to  a  proper  height,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Hubble  is  long  or 
fhort,  the  boy  leads  the  horfe 
acrofs  the  ridges,  the  corn  being 
previouHy  put  in  cocks  by  the 
forkers;  the  man  follows  the  rake, 
and  when  it  is  filled,  he  fpeaks  to 
the  boy,  who  Hops  the  horfe,  and 
guts  him  back  a  Hep  or  two.  This 
is  done  that  the  man  by  drawing 
the  rake  back  a  little,  may  the 
more  eafily  and  fpeedily  free  it 
frqm  the  corn  ;  then  lifting  it  up, 
and  the  horfe  infiantly  going  on, 
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he  drops  the  rake  j uft  beyond  the 
ridge  thusgathered  together.  This 
he  repeats  as  often  as  it  is  full,  till 
he  reaches  the  end  of  the  land. 
Then  he  turns,  and,  coming  back 
by  the  fide  of  the  part  raked, 
empties  the  rake  adjoining  to  the 
other.  By  tins  means  the  raked 
corn  lies  in  ft i ait  rows  acrofs  the 
ftcjJ,  and,  when  dry,  is  turned 
if  neceftary,  gathered  up,  and 
carried  away. 

I  am  fatisfted  it  might  alfo  Ire 
advantagcoully  employed  in  rak¬ 
ing  upland  hay-ground,  and  all 
forts  of  feed  clover-land. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention, 
that  in  tiie  lirft  rake  I  made,  the 
teeth  were  only  three  inches  afun- 
der.  I  foon  found  they  were  too 
elofe.  Taking,  therefore,  every 
other  one  out,  1  made  another  ftx 
inches  afunder — the  holes  in  the 
fir  ft  not  being  filled  up,  the  teeth 
might,  if  neceftary,  be  replaced, 
and  then  would  be  thick  enough 
to  rake  any  gentleman’s  lawn 
which  is  kept  frequently  mown. 

I  make  no  apology  for  this 
trouble — my  intention  fhall  plead 
my  excufe  ;  and  therefore  only 
add,  that  I  am,  your  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

v  td  eorge  Boswell. 


Inftruflicnu  for  the  Prevention  and 
Cure  of  'the  Epizooty  or  comafious 
D  if  emper  among  Horned  Cattle. 
7 ranfated  from  the  French  of 
Monf.  de  Saive,  /I po  thee  ary  to 
the  Prince  Bifhop  of  Liege,  by 
Mr.  Moreau,  cf  Bath.  From 
the  fame . 

ARME  11  S  have  no  need  to 
be  i  niormed,  how  important 
a  matter  the  preservation  of  their 


cattle  is.  Fhe  confi^erable  ad¬ 
vantages  they  reap  from  them 
when  free  from  accidents,  and  the 
lolles  they  fuflcr  when  diftempera 
Ipread  among  their  herds,  are 
fufficient  motives  to  make  them 
feel  the  intereft  they  have  in  pre- 
ferving  their  cow-houfes,  (tables, 
&c\  from  the  infection,  and  in 
uft ng  all  poftible  means  to  prevent 
its  progrefs.  But  as  fttfal  expe¬ 
rience  has  proved  that  the  ufe  of 
medicines,  with  the  powers  of 
which  they  were  not  well  ac¬ 
quainted^  has  deen  frequently 
more  prejudicial  than  falutary  m 
the  Epizooty  ;  and  that  country 
people,  by  placing  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  pretended  fpecifics, 
purchafed  at  a  very  high  price, 
Have  very  often  been  drawn  into 
a  double  lofs,  by  the  death  of 
their  cattle,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fuch  drugs ;  it  is  thought 
the  communication  of  an  effica¬ 
cious  and  cheap  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  cattle  when  attacked  by 
this  diftemper,  and  of  the  means 
to  prevent  their  being  fo,  will  be 
rendering  an  eftential  fervice  to 
the  public, 

I  he  moment  they  perceive  any 
fymptoms  of  the  diftemper,  they 
(hould  immediately  take  about  a 
pint  and  a  half  of  blood  from  the 
bead,  except  he  has  been  ill  a  day 
or  two,  in  which  cafe  he  muft  not 
be  let  blood  ;  but  in  both  cafes  let 
the  following  draught  be  given  : 

No.  i .  An  ounce  of  the  belt 
theriac  (Venice  treacle)  diffolved 
in  a  pint  of  vinegar,  after  which 
the  back  bone  and  the  whole  hide 
muft  be  well  rubbed  with  a  dry 
hair-cloth  to  heat  the  hide  and 
promote  perfpiration.  No  drink 
fhould  be  given  him  but  a  white 
drink,  compofed  of 

H  z  No* 
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No.  2.  A  handful  or  two  of 
rye-meal  in  a  pailful  of  clear  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and,  fhould  the  beaft  feem 
to  want  food,  mix  up  feme  crumbs 
of  rye-bread  with  fome  of  the 
faid  white  drink,  and  give  it 
hi itu  The  animal  s  mouth  muft 
be  wafhed  twice  a  day  with  a 
cloth  dipped  in  a  mixture  of 

No.  3.  Vinegar  and  water, 
(equal  quantity  of  each)  with  a 
rpconful  of  honey  to  a  pint  of  it. 

If  on  the  fecond  day  the  beaft 
has  not  dunged,  a  clyfter,  com- 
pofed  of 

No.  4.  A  pint  of  water  in 
which  bran  has  been  boiled,  two 
fpoci'! fuls  of  fait,  and  a  fmall  glafs 
of  vinegar,  mu  id  be  given  and 

o  7  o 

repeated  every  day  till  the  evacu¬ 
ations  are  natural  and  regular. 

Befides  the  above  remedies,  the 
following  cordial  mixture  : 

No.  5.  A  pint  of  clear  water, 
the  fame  quantity  of  vinegar,  four 
fpoonfuls  of  honey  of  fyrup,  and 
two  glaffes  of  brandy,—  mu  ft  be 
given  four  times  a  day  to  facilitate 
and  keep  up  perfpiration  ;  taking 
particular  care  to  repeat  the  fric¬ 
tion  as  directed  above. 

Should  the  beaid  ft  ill  continue 
low  and  heavy,  the  draught  No.  1. 
rnuft  be  repeated,  unlefs  he  fhould 
be  found  to  be  hot  and  thirfty,  in 
which  cafe,  life  only  the  drink 
No.  2.  Qn  thh  fourth  day,  if  he 
feems  more  lively  and  free  from 
heat  purge  him  with. 

No.  6.  T  wo  ounces  of  falts, 
and  one  ounce  of  common  fait, 
diffolved  in  a  pint  of  lukewarm 
water,  with  two  fpoonfuls  of  ho¬ 
ney.  If  this  does  not  procure  four 
or  five  evacuations,  repeat  the 
clyfter  the  fame  day. 

This  mode  of  treatment  rnuft  be 
continued  without  i^termiftion  till 
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the  beaft  begins  to  cat,  then  you 
rnuft  only  give  him  the  white 
drink  No.  2,  and  a  little  good 
fodder,  or,  fome  rye-bread  dip¬ 
ped  in  flale  beer,  moderately 
fweetened  with  honey  or  fyrup. 

The  exterior  treatment  confifts 
in  the  application  of  fetors  m  the 
beginning  of  the  diftemper,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  dew-lap,  and  of 
cauteries  towards  the  horns,  be¬ 
tween  which  fome  weight  mull  be 
fixed,  fiich  as,  ft  one  of  a  pound 
weight  or  more,  wrapt  up  in  a 
cloth,  to  keep  it  fteady.  This  is 
neceffary  to  keep  the  head  warm. 
But  above  all  the  friction  rnuft 
be  clofely  attended  to,  in  order  to 
determine  the  critical  efforts  of 
nature. 

It  would  be  well  alfo  to  evapo¬ 
rate  vinegar  in  the  cow-honfe, 
&c.  and  if  it  could  be  done  with¬ 
out  rifque,  blowing  off  a  few 
grains  of  gun- powder  twice  a- 
day  in  them,  would  be  a  very  ufe- 
ful  fumigation. 

If,  notwithftanding  thefe  aids, 
the  beaft  be  not  perfectly  cured  in 
ten  or  twelve  days,  they  rnuft  be 
continued  without  bleeding,  un¬ 
lefs  the  inflammation  be  very  con- 
fiderable  ;  but  if,  after  all,  the 
diftemper  does  not  give  way,  the 
beaft  rnuft  be  killed,  and  then  too 
much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  bury 
it  very  deep  ;  cover  it  over  with 
the  earth  which  came  out  of  the 
hole,  and  a  turf  over  all,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  putrid  vapours, 
which  exhale  from  fuch  carrion, 
corrupting  the  air  and  fpreaditg 
the  infedfion. 

As  to  the  prefervatives  front 
infedHon,  the  principal,  after  hav¬ 
ing  taken  every  precaution  pofft- 
ble  to  prevent  its  communication 
from  other  herds.,  confifts  in  wafli- 
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ing  the  racks,  troughs,  See.  and 
the  hide  of  the  bead  every  day, 
with  plenty  of  water  ;  and,  as  the 
generality  of  people  feem  to  place 
great  confidence  in  ftrong  aroma¬ 
tic  fumigations,  they  are  advifed, 
mffead  of  the  expehfive  drugs  of 
which  fuch  fumigations  are  com- 
pofed,  to  ufe  fires  made  with  the 
branches  of  green  wood,  throw- 
ing  pitch  on  it  to  quicken  the 
flames  and  perfume  the  air;  thefe 


fires  muff  be  lighted  at  fome  dif- 


tance  from  the  houfes,  for  fear  of 
accidents. 

Common  fait,  given  in  fmall 
quantities  every  day  to  horned 
cattle,  is  reckoned  an  excellent 
prefervative,  particularly  in  a 
learned  diflertation  on  the  conta¬ 
gious  diflempers  among  horned 
cattle,  by  Monk  De  Limbourg, 
M.  1).  and  F.  R.  S.  of  London, 
It  ihould  be  obferved,  that  though 
the  report  of  an  Epizooty  is  often 
fpread,  yet  all  the  diforders  to 
which  cattle  are  liable  fhould  not 
be  attributed  to  this  epidemical 
dikemper,  fince  they  are  not  ex¬ 
empted  from  this  even  when  no 
contagious  dikemper  reigns. 
Therefore,  when  a  beak  is  taken 
ill,  enquiry  fhould  be  made  if  the 


infe<9  ion  is  in  the  neighbourhood, 


as  in  fuch  cafe,  a  fufpicion  of  its 
being  the  Epizooty  would  be  well 
grounded,  and  immediate  recourfe 
fhould  be  had  to  the  remedies 
above-mentioned. 

But,  as  it  often  happens  that 
cattle  fall  fick  after  having  eaten 
bad  fodder,  or  having  grazed  in 
frohy  weather  on  the  tops  of 
herbs,  &c.  when  covered  with 
ice  and  fnow,  (to  prevent  their 
doing  which,  ail  poffib'le  care 
fhould  be  taken)  to  thefe  accidents 
only  are  frequently  to  be  at ti  I  - 
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buted  the  ficknefs  and  death  of 
many  beaks  which  fall  victims  to 
them.  » 

There  is  another  accident  no 
lefs  dangerous,  to  which  cattle 
are  liable,  which  is,  the  wa flung 
them  with  waters  prepared  with 
dikerent  forts  of  poifons,  efpe- 
cially  with  arfenic  to  kill  the  ver¬ 
min  ;  thefe  waters  occafion  arf 
itching  of  the  (kin,  which  obliged 
the  aniitial  to  lick  himfelf;  in 
doing  which  he  fucks  in  the  poi- 
fon<  It  is  evident,  that  fuch  per¬ 
nicious  practices  may  occafion  as 
fatal  difakers  and  unhappy  lokes 
to  farmers,  as  even  the  Epizooty 
itfelf ;  it  cannot,  therefore,  be 
too  much  recommended  to  them, 
to  forbear  the  ufe  of  fuch  things, 
which  never  fail  doing  the  mif- 
chief  above  deferibed. 


'Thoughts  on  the  Rdt  in  Sheep .  Fro?ii ' 
the  fame. 


T“>'  HE  caufe  of  the  rot  iftfheep, 
A  fays  Mr.  Bofwell,  in  his 
late  ufeful  and  ingenious  publi¬ 
cation,  is  unknown.  —  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  in  recapitulating  all  the 
information  he  could  get,  in  his 
Eakern  tour,  obferves,  that  “  the 
accounts  are  fo  amazingly  contra¬ 
dictory,  that  nothing  can  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  them,”  but  concludes^ 
that  ‘ 5  every  one  knows  that  moiT 
ture  is  the  caufe.” 

In  differing  from  an  author  of 
Mr.  Young’s  acknowledged  me- 
rit,  fupported  by  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  of  mankind,  I  am. led  to  ex¬ 
amine  my  own  fentiments  with 
caution  and  dikruk  ;  —  but,  unlefs 
it  is  only  meant,  that  moikure  is 
generally  the  remote  caufe,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  account  for  the  rot  be- 
H  3  ing 
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ing  taken  on  fallows  in  a  tingle 
day,  and  in  water  meadows  fome- 
timcs  in  half  an  hour,  when  in 
grounds  oF  a  different  fort,  al 
though  excetilvely  wet  and  flabby, 
iheep  will  remain  for  many  weeks 
together  uninjured. 

Another  opinion,  which  has 
many  adherents,  is,  that  the  rot 
is  owing  to  the  quick  growth  of 
grafs  or  herbs  that  grow  in  wet 
places. 

Without  premifing,  that  all  - 
bounteous  Providence  has  given 
to  every  animal  its  peculiar  tafte, 
by  which  it  diftingui flies  the  food 
proper  for  its  preservation  and  fup- 
port,  (if  not  vitiated  by  fortui¬ 
tous  circumftances),  it  feems  very 
difficult  to  difeover  on  philoiophi- 
Cal  principles,  why  the  quick 
growth  of  grafs  fhould  render  it 
noxious,'— -or  why  any  herb  fhould 
at  one  feafon  produce  fatal  effedls, 
by  the  ad  million  of  ptire  water 
only  into  its  component  parts, 
which  at  other  times  is.  perfe&ly 
innocent,  although  brought  to  its 
utmofl  ftrength  and  maturity  by 
the  genial  influence  (if  the  fun. 
bo  far  from  agreeing  with  thofe 
who  attribute  the  rot  to  quick- 
growing  'grafs,  which  they  call 
flafhy,  inflpid,  and  detiitute  of 
,  falls,  to  me  the  quicknefs  of 
growth  is  a  proof  of  its  being- 
endued  with  the  molt  active  prin¬ 
ciples  of  vegetation,  and  is  one 
of  the  cr  Iter  ions  of  its  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellence. — Betides,  the  cqnftant 
practice  of  molt  farmers  in  the 
kingdom,  who,  with  the  greateti 
fecurity,  feed  their  meadows  in 
the  fpring,  when  the  grafs  (hoots 
quick  and  is.  full  of  juices,  mili¬ 
tates  directly  aguinfi  this  opi¬ 
nion,. 

Jkefc  us  now  contidet  whether 
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another  caufe  may  not  be  affigned 
more  reconcilable  with  the  various 
accounts  we  receive  of  this  difor- 
der.  If  our  arguments,  however 
fpecious,  are  contradictory  to 
known  fatits,  inflead  of  conduA- 
ingus  in  the  plain  paths  of  truth, 
they  leave  us  in  the  mazes. of  er¬ 
ror  and  uncertainty. 

Each  fpecies  of  vegetables  and 
animals  has  its. peculiar  foil,  titua- 
tion,  and  food,.  affigned  to  it. 
Taught  by  unerring  inflhnti  ‘fthe 
fparrow  findeth  her  a  houfe,  the 
fwallow  a  neti,  and  the  flork  m 
the  heavens  knoweth  her  appoint¬ 
ed  time.”  The  whole  feathered 
tribe,  indeed,  difplay  a  wonder¬ 
ful  fagacity  and  variety  in  the 
choice  and  ftrudtnre  of  their  ha¬ 
bitations.  Nor  ean  it  be  doubted 
that  the  minuteti  reptile  has  its. 
fixed  laws,  appointed  by  him 
whofe  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  his  works.” 

The  numerous  inhabitants  of 
the  air,  earth,  and  waters,  are 
ftrongly  influenced  by  the  feafons, 
and  by  the  ft  ate  of  the  atmofphere  ; 
and  the  fame  caufes,  perhaps, 
that  rapidly  call  myriads  of  one 
fpccies  into  being,  may  frequent¬ 
ly  prove  the  deftrucf  ion  of  another. 
Is  it  then  improbable  that  foms 
infe6t  finds  its  food,  and  lays  its 
eggs,  on  the  tender  fucculent 
grafs  found  on  particular  foils, 
(efpecially  wet  ones)  which  it 
molt  delights  in  ; — Or,  that  this 
infetit  fhould,  after  a  redundancy 
of  moifiure,  by  an  inftindtive  im- 
pulfe,  quit  its  dank  and  dreary 
habitation,  and  its  fecundity  be 
greatly  mcreafed  byfuch  feafons, 
in  conjunction  with  the  prolific 
warmth  of  the  fun  ? 

The  flefh-fly  lays  her  eggs  upon 
her  food,  which  alfo  ferves  to 

fupport 
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fupport  her  future  offspring  ;  and 
the  common  earth-worm  propa¬ 
gates  its  fpecies  above  ground, 
when  the  weather  is  mild  and 
moilf,  or  the  earth  dewy. 

The  eggs,  depofited  on  the 
tender  germ,  are  conveyed  with 
the  food  into  the  ftomach  and  in- 
tellines  of  the  animals,  whence 
they  are  received  into  the  ladteal 
veffels,  carried  off  in  the  chyle, 
and  pals  into  the  blood  ;  nor  do 
they  meet  with  any  obftruftion 
until  they  arrive  at  the  capillary 
veffels  of  the  liver. — Here,  as  the 
blood  filtrates  through  the  ex- 

O  # 

treme  branches,  anfweringto  thofe 
of  the  Vena  Porta  in  the  human 
body,  the  {ecerning  veffels  are 
too  minute  to  admit  the  impreg¬ 
nated  ova,  which,  adhering  to 
the  membrane,  produce  thofe  ani¬ 
malcule  that  feed  upon  the  liver 
and  deftrov  the  fheep.  Thev 
niueli  refemble  the  flat  fifli  called 
plaiee,  are  fometimes  as  large  as 
a  filver  two-pence,  and  are  found 
both  in  the  liver  and  in  the  pipe, 
(anfwering  to  that  of  the  vena 
cava)  which  conveys  the  blood 
from  the  liver  to  the  heart. 

If  the  form  of  this  animal  is 
unlike  any  thing  we  meet  with 
among  the  infedt  tribe,  we  fhould 
conlider  that  it  may  be  fo  fmall 
in  its  natural  ffate  as  to  efcape 
our obfervation. — Or  might  notits 
form  have  changed  with  its  fitua- 
tion  ? — “  The  caterpillar  under 

i 

goes  feveral  changes  before  it  pro¬ 
duces  a  butterfly.’5 

The  various  accounts  which 
every  diligent  enquirer  mull  have 
met  with,  (as  well  as  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  Mr.  Young)  feem  very 
confident  with  the  theory  of  this 
diforder. 

If  dry,  limed  land  in  Derby- 


/hire  will  rot  in  common  with 
water  -  meadows,  and  ftagnant 
marfhes  ; — if  iome  fpringy  lands 
rot  when  others  are  perfectly 
fafe  ;  —  is  it  owing  to  the  circum- 
ftance  of  water,  or  that  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  proper  food  or  nidus 
of  the  infedl  ?  Thofe  who  find 
their  aftergrafs  rot  till  the  autum¬ 
nal  watering,  and  fafe  afterwards* 
might  probably  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  embryo  laid  there  in  the  fum- 
mer,  is  then  wafhed  away  or  de- 
llro’ved. 

j 

With  regard  to  thofe  lands  that 
are  accounted  never  fafe,  if  there 
is  not  fomething  peculiar  in  the 
foil  or  fituation,  which  allures  or 
forces  the  infect  to  quit  its  abode 
at  unufual  feafons,  it  may  be  well 
worth  enquiring,  whether  from 
the  coarfenefs  of  their  nature,  or 
for  want  of  being  fufficiently  fed, 
th'ere  is  not  fome  grafs  in  thefe 
lands  always  left  of  a  fufficient 
length  to  fecure  the  eggs  of  the 
infedt  above  the  reach  of  the  wa¬ 
ter. 

Such  who  affert  that  flonvinv  wa¬ 
ter  alone  is  the  caufe  of  the  rot, 
can  have  but  little  acquaintance 
with  the.Somerfetfhire  clays,  and 
are  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe 
who  find  their  word  land  for  rot¬ 
ting  cured  by  watering.  Yet, 
may  not  the  water  which  produces 
this  effedt,  be  impregnated  with, 
particles  definitive  to  the  infedl, 
or  to  the  tender  germ  which  ferves 
fur  its  food  or  nidus  ? 

For  folving  another  difficulty, 
that  “  no  ewe  ever  rots  while  fhe 
lias  a  lamb  by  her  fide,”  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty  can  belt  in¬ 
form  us,  whether  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  impregnated  ovum 
p.iffes  into  the  milk,  and  never 
arrives  at  the  fiver.  The  fame 
H  4  learned 
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learned  gentleman  may  think  the 
following  queflion  alfo  not  un¬ 
worthy  their  confideration  : 

Why  is  the  rot  fatal  to  iheep, 
hares,  and  rabbits,  (and  fome- 
times  to  calves),  when  cattle  of 
greater  bulk,  which  probably  take 
the  fame  food,  efcape  uninjured? 

Is  the  digeffive  matter  in  the 
ftomach  of  thefe  different  from 
that  of  the  others,  and  fuch  .  as 
will  turn  the  ova  into  a  Hate  of 
corruption  ;  or  rather,  are  not  the 
fecretory  duffs  in  the  liver  large 
enough  to  let  them  pafs  through, 
and  be  carried  on  in  the  ufual 
current  of  the  blood  ? 

It  feems  to  be  an  acknowledged 
faff,  that  fait -marfhes  never  rot. 
Salt  is  pernicious  to  moft  infefts. 
They  never  infeft  gardens  where 
lea  weed  is  laid.  Common  fait 
and  water  is  a  powerful  expellent 
of  worms  bred  in  the  human  body. 

I  could  wifh  the  intelligent 
farmer  would  confider  thefe  truths 
with  attention,  and  not  negleft  a 
remedy  which  is  cheap  and  always 
at  hand. 

Lille,  in  his  book  of  hu Landry, 
informs  us  of  a  farmer  who  cured 
his  whole  flock  of  the  rot,  by 
giving  each  Iheep  a  handful  of 
Spanifh  fait,  for  five  or  fix  morn¬ 
ings  fuccefiively.  The  hint  was 
probably  taken  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  frequently  give  their 
fheep  fait  to  keep  them  healthy. 

On  fome  farms,  perhaps,  the 
utmoff  caution  cannot  always  pre¬ 
vent  the  diforder.  In  wet  and 
warm  feafons,  the  prudent  farmer 
will  remove  his  fheep  from  the 
lands  liable  to  rot.  Thofe  who 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  do 
this,  I  would  advile  to  give  each 
Iheep  a  fpoonful  of  common  fait, 
“with  the  fame  quantity  of  flour, 
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in  a  quartei*  of  a  pint  of  water, 
once  or  twice  a  week.  When  the 
rot  is  recentlv  taken,  the  fame 
remedy  given  four  or  five  morn¬ 
ings  fuccefiively,  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  effeCt  a  cure.  The  ad- 
dition  of  the  flour  and  water  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  of 
this,  not  only  abate  the  pungency 

of  the  fait,  but  difpofe  it  to  mix 

& 

with  the  chyle  in  a  more  friendly 
and  efficacious  manner. 

Were  it  in  my  power  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  fociety  the  refult 
of  a  dual  experiment,  it  would 
doubtlefs  be  more  fatisfa&ory. 
They  will,  however,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  accept  of  thefe  hints,  at 
lead:  as  an  earned  of  my  defire  to 
be  ferviceable.  Should  they  only 
tend  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
the  induftrious  hufbandman,  or  to 
excite  the  curiofity  of  fome  other 
enquirer,  who  lias  more  leifure 
and  greater  abilities,  I  final]  have 
the  fatisfaCtion  of  thinking  that 
my  fpeculations,  however  imper¬ 
fect,  are  not  entirely  ufelefs. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Benjamin  Price. 


An  Extra  SI from  a  Propofal for  the 
Improvement  of  AgriatUure. 
From  the  fame. 

U  r  |  A  E  difficulty  of  inftituting 
J,  fchools  for  hulbandry,  is 
now  trifling,  fince  fo  many  focie  - 
ties  have  been  eftablifhed  and  arc 
fupported  with  fo  much  liberali¬ 
ty  ;  efpecially  fince  the  Society  of 
Arts ,  Mam  failures,  and  Commerce  y 
is  annually  offering  fuch  vaft  films 
of  money  for  the  encouragement 
of  experiments  ;  and  none  of  the 
other  focieties,  I  fiiould  appre¬ 
hend. 
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hend,  arc  formed  on  fo  fmall  a 
fcal  e  as  to  preclude  the  practica¬ 
bility  of  taking  into  their  hands 
a  few  fields,  (and  a  few  would  be 
fufiicient)  and  ot  appointing  fome 
perfon  or  perlonsto cultivate  them, 
and  inftruCt  the  pupils,  either  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  idea  of  Lo.d  Mole- 
fvvorth,  which  points  to  the 
education  ot  poor  men’s  chil¬ 
dren  ;  or,  according  to  the  ideas 
of  Cowley  and  Sir  Vv’illiam  Petty, 
which  refpeCt  the  education  of 
gentlemen’s  fons  as  well  as  others. 

At  preient,  however,  let  us  at¬ 
tend  to  the  advantages  accruing 
from  each  of  the  above  plans ; 
premifing  only,  that  le&ures  on 
the  theory  of  hufbandry  mull,  by 
all  means,  be  accompanied  with  a 
clofe  attention  co  the  pradfical 
part  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
tend  to  correct  the  miftakes  of 
fpeculation,  to  open  and  enlarge 
the  mind,  and  to  give  a  clearer 
infight  into  the  nature  of  vegeta¬ 
tion,  and  the  very  fundamental 
principles  o(  agriculture. 

Were  ichools  eftablifbed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  for 
the  education  of  farmer  s  ions  who 
might  be  but  in  low  circum  ft  antes, 
gentlemen  would  never  want  fen- 
iible  and  rational  improvers  of 
their  eftates,  who  would  like  wife 
be  the  moft  proper  perfons  to  in- 
ftruct  parilh  apprentices  and  infe¬ 
rior  fervants.  This  the  old  ex¬ 
perienced  Varro  reckoned  to  be 
of  principal  importance.  ‘  The 
bailiffs,’  fays  he,  ‘  fhould  be  men 
of  fome  erudition  and  fome  degree 
of  refinement^  But  more  eipe- 
ciallv  outfit  a  bailifF  to  be  well 
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flailed  in  rural  (Economics  :  he 
fhou'.d  not  only  give  orders,  but 
alfo  work  himielf ;  that  the  la¬ 
bourers  might  imitate  him,  and 
he  convinced  it  is  with  propriety 
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he  prefkles  over  them,  becaufe  he 
excels  them  in  the  practical  part, 
as  well  as  the  fcientific. 

Were  this  the  cafe  with  us,  lo¬ 
cal  and  eftablifbed  cuftcms  would 
be  regarded  no  farther  than  they 
are  founded  in  propriety;  younger 
fervants  would  be  accuftomed  to 
a  variation  in  their  methods  of 
culture  as  circumjlances  varied  ; 
new  modes  will  not  be  deipifed,. 
becaufe  they  are  new;  the  e  thuds- 
of  experiments  would  be  modeftiy 
expected;  the  advantages  and  dif- 
adrantages  attending  them,  would, 
be  accurately  difeerned  ;  and  a 
continual  progrefs  would  be  rrude 
in  the  fcience  and  pradlice  of 
agriculture.  Were  fome  fmart 

o 

boys  fele&ed  by  each  fociety,  and 
educated  on  the  above  plan,  they 
would  hereafter  convey  knowledge 
wherever  they  went  ;  and  their 
obfervations  would  be  better  at¬ 
tended  to  by  inferior  fervants,. 
than  if  they  came  from  perfons  of 
high  rank.  In  fhort,  they  would 
effedt  what  even  the  fuperior 
knowledge  of  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  could  not  perform,  who 
have  more  important  objedls  in 
view  than  to  cultivate  the  ne- 
gledied  underftanding  of  every 
ruftic  labourer  they  may  have  oc¬ 
casion  to  employ.  Like  lmaller 
rivulets,  branching  from  the  main 
ftream,  they  would  .water  and  fer¬ 
tilize  thole  lands  where  a  larger 
river  cannot  with  propriety  expand, 
itfelf. 

While  under  tuition  they  will 
learn  the  expediency  of  a  clean 
and  fpirited  fyftem  of  hufbandry 
as  it  is  fuppoled,  that  their  tutor’s 
fields  will  be  cultivated  on  thefe 
principles.  O11  comparing  his 
crops  with  thofe  of  many  others, 
the  truth  of  Hefiod’s  maxim  would- 
be  apparent,  that  half  may  be  move 

than- 
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than  the  ‘whole.  For  fhould  they 
think  of  becoming  tenants-,  they 
will  view  an  eftate  with  this  rul¬ 
ing  principle,  that  one  of  an 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  well 
cultivated,  will  produce  at  the  end 
of  the  term  more  clear  profit  than 
another  of  two  hundred  a  year, 
treated  in  a  negligent  and  flovenly 
manner. 

An  injudicious  courfe  of  crop¬ 
ping,  imperfect  tillage,  partial 
and  improper  manures,  are-  not 
always  to  be  attributed  to  igno- 
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ranee,  but  fometirnes  to  the  eilates 
being  too  large  for  the  farmer’s 
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capital  j  he  does  not  command 
the  eftate,  but  the  efiate  him,  too 
frequently  to  the  great  injury  of 
both  ;  his  hands  are  bound  at  his  ' 
fir  ft  letting  out  5  and  it  is  much 
if  they  regain  their  freedom  un- 
lefs  eventually  through  his  land¬ 
lord’s  diftraining  him  for  rent  and 
ejecting  him  from  the  premifes. 
But  what  is  the  farmer  to  do,  if 
he  cannot  find  a  farm  in  his  own 
neighbourhood  fuitable  to  his  ca- 
pital?  lhall  he  remove  into  another 
country,  an  entire  ft  ranger  ;  or 
commence  day  -labourer,  or  ftarve? 

The  modern  practice  of  throw¬ 
ing  feveral  fmall  farms  into  one, 

o  7 

is  much  to  be  lamented  as  a  na¬ 
tional  evil  in  every  view  ;  and 
calls  loudly  for  the  regulation  of 
the  legiflature. 

But  to  return  to  our  young  far¬ 
mer,  tranfplanted  from  the  nur- 
iery,  where  his  mind  received  its 
frit  cultivation,  unto  the  fpot 
where  he  is  luppofed  to  fix.  his  re- 
fide  nee. 

While  under  inftruclion,  he  was 
taught  to  forma  pretty  good  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  qualities,  fuefi  as  the 
tenacity,  drynefs,  or  moifture,  of 
ttifferent  fields,  from  the  herbage 
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they  fpontaneoiifly  produce  j  he 
will,  therefore  immediately  per¬ 
ceive  which  are  moll  proper  to  be 
firjl  under  tillage,  fn  order  that 
the  ejlate  may  not  be  impoverijhed. 
The  want  of  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumftance  has  kept  many  a  man 
poor  all  his  days,  under  a  notion 
that  the  belt  ground  will  carry 
one  or  two  good,  crops  of  exhauft- 
ing  corn  at  firft,  and  fo  far  prove 
of  immediate  great  gain  ;  not  con- 
fidering,  that  it  generally  proves 
a  future  heavy  lots,  from  the  ne- 
celfity  he  will  be  under  of  letting 
it  lie  fallow,  and  of  applying  much 
expenfive  labour  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  weeds  and  much  more 
expenfive  manure  in  ordtr  to  re¬ 
cover  its  loft  ftrength.  Vet  Hill, 
there  is  a  certain  vigour  in  thole 
fields,  which  have  been  under  a 
judicious  courfe  of  meliorating 
crops,  though  but  moderately 
manured,  which  even  a  fallow 
and  a  complete  ftercoration  cannot 
bellow  on  any  foil  which  hath  been 
once  impoverifned  ;  as  may  be 
more  eaiily  perceived  by  a  difeern- 
ing  eye,  than  deferibed. 

Our  farmer  hath  been  taught, 
that  the  good  ground  (on  which 
his  chief  dependence  is  for  paying 
his  rent)  if  preferved  in  good 
heart,  will  often  mend  the  bad  ; 
but  the  impoverilhing  of  one  or  two 
of  the  bell  fields  will  frequently 
afifetl  the  whole  eftate  in  the  de- 
creafe  of  its  pallure,  in  lefiening 
the  quantity  of  manure,  and  in- 
crealing  the  expence  of  tillage. 

It  h  ath  frequently  been  incul¬ 
cated  on  him — that  his  future 
fuccefs  depends  much  on  his  firft 
courfe  of  crops,  - —  that  at  firft, 
eipecially,  meliorating  crops  are 
to  be  preferred,  as  far  as  circum- 
ftances  will  admit,  to  exhaufting 

ones  j,-—* 
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ones ; — that  the  latter,  whenever 
they  are  fworn,  diould  be  fucceed- 
ed  hv  the  former  ; — that  thole  ma¬ 
nures  which  are  moil  apt  to  pro¬ 
duce  weeds,  Ihould  either  be  laid 
on  palhire,  or  ploughed  in  for 
fuch  crops  as  can  be  bed  hoed  or 
have  the  bell  tendency  to  dellroy 
them,  viz.  beans,  peas,  turnips, 
c  ibbages,  &c.  —  that,  although 
fome  of  thefe  crops  may  require 
rather  more  expence,  and  not  re¬ 
turn  that  expence  in  money  quite 
fo  foon  as  fome  of  the  exhaulting 
ones  (part  of  them  being  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  fattening  of  cattle, 
by  which  means,  the  belt  of  ma¬ 
nure  is  raifed  and  in  the  larged 
quantity)  yet  like  thofe  bees 
which  travel  fartheft,  and  day  out 
longed,  they  generally  return 
home  mod  deeply  laden  ; — that 
the  dung-heap  be  mod  feduloufly 
regarded  as  the  foundation  of  lus 
future  wealth  ; — but  that  no  ma¬ 
nure  Ihould  be  laid  on  wet  fpringy 
lands  before  they  have  been  drain¬ 
ed,  unlefs  he  chufes  to  fink  the 
prolits  of  all  his  ether  fields. 

He  hath  been  taught  to  venture 
on  fome  few  experiments,  on  ge¬ 
neral  fixed  principles  ;  which, 
though  they  might  not  all  of  them 
perfectly  anfwer  his  expectations, 
may,  neverthelefs,  throw  additio¬ 
nal  light  on  the  fubjeCt  of  agri¬ 
culture.  In  a  word,  he  will  be¬ 
come  lit  company  for  a  gentle¬ 
man  ;  he  will  receive  and  com¬ 
municate  information  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  on  account  of  that 
dole  attention  which  he  finds  re- 
quifite,  in  order  that  he  may  pay 
his  rent,  he  will  be  continually 
in  ere  a  ling  that  important  know¬ 
ledge  which  an  uninftrudted  mind 

O  . 

cannot  poflibly  attain. 

Such  an  inllitution  as  is  here 
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recommended  may  poflibly  be  of 
ferviee  to  thofe  farmers  who  have 
no  particular  connection  with  our 
agricultural  focieties ;  whofe  fields, 
however,  lying  open  to  the  con¬ 
tinual  view  of  their  neighbours, 
will  be  a  conPtant  leflon  to  thole 
who  mud  need  indruction,  fpeak- 
ing  much  more  intelligibly  to 
them ,  than  accounts  of  experi¬ 
ments  dated  on  paper;  againd 
which  they  will  be  frequently  dart¬ 
ing  that  particular  kind  of  doubt, 
which  I  have  found  to  be  gene¬ 
rally  expreffed  in  fome  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  as  this,  it  may  be  fo ,  but  I 
don't  know  : — a  doubt  arifing  from 
a  cloud  enveloping  their  minds, 
which  the  powers  of  reafoning  are 
very  ineffectual  to  difpel.  But 
they  will  fometimes  learn  that  3 ei- 
fon  from  the  plants  of  the  field 
which  they  might  not  chufe  to 
learn  from  the  tongues  of  their 

o  M 

fellow-creatures,  becaufe  they  will 
not  avowedly  acknowledge  others 
to  be  their  funeriors  in  this  art  and 

x 

fcience. 

The  advantages  of  fuch  an  aca¬ 
demy  for  the  education  of  gentle¬ 
men’s  fons,  will  be  no  lefs  evi¬ 
dent  with  regard  to  themfelves, 
their  poderity,  and  the  nation  in 
general. 

On  this  part  of  ourfubjeCt,  my 
learned  mader  thus  exprefles  him- 
felf: — li  according  to  the  bed  ob¬ 
servations,  the  proper  time  to  in- 
fufe  that  ufeful  part  of  natural 
philofophy  called  hufbandry,  is  in 
the  earlier  dage  of  life,  when 
there  is  curioiity  and  a  third  for 
knowledge.  And  if  practice 
here  could  be  joined  with  theory, 
enjoying  the  open  air,  exercife, 
and  activity,  agree  well  with  the 
turn  and  cad  of  young  people, 
not  to  mention  a  revolution  of 

per- 
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perpetual  variety  which  is  very 
engaging  at  their  age. 

“  It  is  one  point  gained  with¬ 
out  doubt,  to  be  enabled  to  read 
the  hufbandry  works  of  Cato, 
Varro,  Virgil,  and  Columella, 
with  fcafte  and  knowledge.  It 
jnay  open  a  new  walk  on  claflical 
ground;  and,  in  all  probability, 
give  young  men  certain  predifpo- 
fltions  in  favour  of  agriculture. 
Yet  Hill,  the  whole  combined  to¬ 
gether  will  produce  but  flight  ef¬ 
fects,  unlefs  we  call  in  the  allif- 
tance  of  facts  and  experience. 

“  Something  of  this  kind  ought 
certainly  to  be  done,  and  the 
complaint  of  Columella,  when  he 
fays  with  fome  degree  ofwarmth, 
il  Agricplationis  dodlores  qui  fe 
profiterentur  nequedifcipulos  cog- 
novi.”  fliould  if  poflible  be  re¬ 
moved. 

The  farmer  part  of  this  quota¬ 
tion  evidently  intimates,  that  the 
improvement  of  young  gentlemen 
in  claflical  learning,  would  not  be 
impeded,  but  rather  promoted, 
by  attending  to  agriculture  ;  and 
the  experience  of  every  one  who 
has  led  a  fludious  life  will  teflify, 
that  the  open  air  invigorates  the 
mind,  and  prepares  it  for  receiv¬ 
ing  inftrudlion,  becaufe  it  can 
bear  application  only  to  a  certain 
degree,  and  Hands  in  need  of  being 
frequently  re-in vigorated  by  a- 
mufements  and  lighter  fludies. 

Time  is  precious,  and  might 
bn  virtually  lengthened  by  a  pro¬ 
per  difpofal  of  it.  When  the 
mind  is  fatigued  with  clofe  ap¬ 
plication,  exercife  in  the  open  air 
will  renew  its  ftrength  and  afti- 
vity.  Additional  to  their  being 
taught  the  value  of  the  different 
fields  over  which  they  may  walk 
with  their  tutor,  from  the  various 


plants  each  field  naturally  pro¬ 
duces,  botany  may  be  attended 
to  as  a  plealing  and  inftru&iv.e 
fcien.ce  ;  neither  fliould  planting 
and  gardening,  by  any  means, 
be  negledted  ;  nor  the  art  of  fur- 
veving  and  delinating  elfates  be 
confide  red  as  beneath  their  no¬ 
tice. 

In  bad  weather  they  may  be  oc 
caflonally  amufed  with  experi¬ 
ments  on  various  branches  of  na¬ 
tural  philofophy  ; — the  efledts  of 
the  air  with  regard  to  vegetation, 
and  the  nature  of  different  earths 
and  manures,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Doctors  Home,  Fordyce,  Ain- 
flie,  Prieftley,  &c.  They  fliould 
alfo  be  inflructed  in  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  mechanics,  efpecially  that 
part  which  relates  to  hydraulics  ; 
it  being  of  principal  utility  in 
draining  and  other  modes  of  im¬ 
proving  -eflates. 

Thefe  are  circumftanc.es  from 
which  many  of  the  capital  im¬ 
provements  lately  made,  in  a  great 
meafure,  originated.  They  were 
indeed  confidered  of  principal  im¬ 
portance  by  Sir  William  Petty,, 
‘  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  that 
or  any  other  age,’  who  recom¬ 
mends  them  with  earneftnefs,  for 
reafons  highly  worthy  of  himfelf, 
and  which  will  be  mentioned  here¬ 
after. 

Ha  ving  gained  fome  knowledge 

#  o  o  #  o 

of  agriculture,  they  will  read  the 
works  of  the  ancient  agricultural 
writers  with  improvement  and 
pleafure;  a  circumftance  which 
will  much  expedite  the  knowledge 
or  the  languages.  For  without 
excluding  other  profe  authors, 
may  I  not  venture  to  afiert,  that 
the  ancient  writers  on  hufbandry 
are,  from  the  nature  of  their  fub- 
je£t  and  their  claffical  ftyle,  as 

proper 
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proper  for  young  per  funs,  and  as 
iuitable  to  their  difpofitiohs  and 
capacities,  as  any  they  generally 
read.  Indeed  I  have  always  been 

J 

apt  to  fufpeft,  that  putting  the 
works  of  Homer,  Horace,  Virgil, 
Ovid,  or  in  fa 61,  any  other  poet, 
into  the  hands  of  boys  before  their 
minds  are  properly  iurnilhed,  and 
their  tafle  and  judgment  fuffei- 
ently  advanced,  to  enter  into  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  excellent  writers, 
lias  been  only  rendering  learning 
irkfome  to  them,  and  proved  the 
means  of  their  bidding  a  fowl 

#  O 

adieu  not  only  to  thofe  authors,  but 
to  all  clafiica!  literature,  when  they 
have  left  their  grammar-fchools  ; 
pot  to  mention  that  profe  writers 
feem  in  themfelves,  bell  calcu¬ 
lated  to  teach  any  language  by, 
as  well  as  to  convey  the  molt  ufe- 
ful  information  to  the  minds  of 
youth. 

Poetry  and  painting  are  filter 
arts,  they  alike  receive  advantages 
from  rural  feenes,  witnefs  the  llx 
paltorals  of  Mr.  Smith,  than 
whom,  as  a  landfcape-painter, 
and  as  a  poet,  this  age  hath  not, 
perhaps,  produced  a  greater. 

The  following  is  one  inltance, 
among  many  others,  to  prove  how 
favourable  an  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  rural  images^is  to  poe¬ 
tical  defeription. 

“  The  night  was  ftill — the  filver  moon 
on  high 

“  Dappled  the  mountains  fi  ora  a  clouded 
iky  : 

“  Silt  nt  as  fleecy  clouds  tir  o’  aether  fail. 
Before  the  gentle-breathing  Summer’s 
gale  ; 

“  So  thro1  the  mifly  vale  in  twilight  grey, 
The  ft-epv  waters  gently  patled  a* 
way.” - 

Engaging  in  rural  concerns  will 
flrengthen  the  whole  human  frame, 
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the  powers  of  the  mind,  as  well 
as  the  members  of  the  body  ;  will 
give  a  manly  turn  to  thought, 
duly  regulated  and  refined  by  po¬ 
lite  literature.  A  perfon  thus 
educated  will  never  want  a  variety 
of  entertainment  in  the  country  to 
fill  up  his  time  in  a  manner  equally 
innocent,  rational,  and  ufefuL 
He  will  be  continually  increasing 
in  valuable  knowledge,  and  pre- 
ferve  1  '<  nfelf  from  that  diffipation 
which  enervates  the  mind,  ren¬ 
ders  retirement  burthenfome,  and 
the  more  public  and  momentous 
concerns  of  life  too  arduous  to  be 
executed  with  propriety  and  de¬ 
corum.  He  will  enjoy  h’s  otium 
cum  dignitate ,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  his  private  amufements 
will  give  a  certain  dignity  and 
polilh  to  his  fentiments,  which  on 
all  occafions  he  wall  be  the  better 
enabled  to  exprefs  in  public,  with 
a  truly  Britifh  Spirit,  Roman  firm- 
nefs,  and  Attic  elegance.  There 
will  appear  in  his  whole  manner 
and  addrefs  that  Jimp  lex  munditiis 
which  is  equally  removed  from 
empty  affected  foppifhnefs  and 
mere  clown ifh  r  uft  icily.  He  will 
be  fitted  for  fuch  department  in 
the  government  of  the  (late  as 
may  bell  fuit  the  natural  Dent  of 
his  genius,  whenever  his  aflillance 
may  be  thought  neceffary ;  and 
may  rank  hereafter  among  thofe 
worthies  who  had  a6led  the  fame 
part  before  him,  and  whofe  eulo- 
gium  may  be  delivered  in  the 
words  of  the  Roman  orator,  “  Ab 
aratro  arceftebantur  qui  confules 
fierent — Suos  enim  agros  Itudiofe 
colebant,  non  alienos  cupide  ap- 
petebant,  quibus  rebus,  et  agfis 
eturbibuset  nationibus  rempubli- 
cam,  atque  hoc  imperium  et  po- 
puli  Romano  nomen  auxerunt.,J 

»  But 
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But  to  return  into  the  more 
humble  walk  of  cultivation  and 
emolument. 

When  your  young  pupil  lhall 
come  to  the  pofleffion  of  his  pater¬ 
nal  ellate,  he  will  immediately 
perceive  what  is  to  be  done  to  the 
heft  advantage  ;  he  will  be  able 
to  djreft  his  fervant-s,  rather  than 
be  impofed  upon  by  them,  which 
mud  ever  be  the  cafe  when  the 
mailer  is  unacquainted  with  the 
bufinefs  he  fuperintends.  This  is 
a  matter  of  high  importance.  For, 
if  in  any  other  profeffion  he  fhoukl 
fpend  his  fortune,  it  is  pofiible 
he  may  be  the  only  fufferer  ; 
blit  it  is  not  fo  in  agricul- 

•  •  O 

ture.  Every  field  is,  in  fome  re- 
fpe£l,  public  property  ;  and,  if 
his  crops  fail  through  unfkilful 
management,  whatever  is  loft  bv 
the  owner^  is,  in  fome  degree,  a 
lofs  to  the  community  at  large. 

When  I  reflect  on  this,  and  con- 
fider  how  much  the  crops  are  di- 
minifhed,  through  the  miftaken 
notions  and  obftinacy  of  the  com¬ 
mon  farmers,  efpecially  when  they 
rent  larger  eftates  than  they  have 
ftrength  to  manage  ;  and  when  I 
view  |the  almoft  immeasurable 
quantity  of  improveable  land 
which  yet  remains  waile  and  next 
to  barren  ;  I  cannot  but  agree  to 

~  .  o 

the  iuppofitionof  Mr.  Harte, that 

the  lands  of  England  may  be  made 

to  produce  one-fix th  part  more 

than  they  do  :  a  point  this  of  great 

national  importance,  amounting 

to  near  four  millions  of  money 
*  * 

annually  ! 

Whatever  advantages  may  ac¬ 
crue  to  gentlemen  from  cbmmit- 
ting  their  ellates  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  a  fkilful  and  well 
educated  bailiff,  as  hath  been 
above  recommended,  yet  they 


* 


iliould  not  be  left  <wholh  to  him  : 
for  experience  hath  too  often 
fnewn,  that  the  integrity  of  a 
man’s  heart  does  not  always  keep 
pace  with  his  underftanding.  In¬ 
dolence,  felf-intereft,  pleafure, 
and  other  temptations,  may  caufe 
him  to  neglefl  his  maker’s  in- 
terell,  at  a  critical  time  ;  the  evils 
of  which  neglecl  may  not  be  re¬ 
medied  for  years  tog-ether.  Every 
one  who  hath  attended  to  works  of 
hufbandry,  mull  be  fenfible,  that 
in  all  their  feveral  parts  they  are 
only  links  of  one  chain  ;  either 
of  which  being,  broken,  the  whole 
work  is  frequently  thrown  into 
confuiion,  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  moil  proper  leafons 
for  the  different  labours  of  the 
field  ;  a  circumftances  of  no  fmall 
moment  in  our  varying  climate. 

T  h  i  s  fe  n  t  i  m  e  n  t  fh  oul  d '  b  e  i  m  - 
prefled  with  all  poffible  energy  ; 
and  it  cannot  be  done  in  more 
forcible  and  comprehenfive  terms 
than  thofe  of  Cato,  t(  Res  ruflica 
fic  eft,  fi  un am  rem  fero  feceris, 
omnia  opera  fero  facies.” 

It  is  like  wife  to  be  obferved  that, 
although  the  gentleman’s  crops 
may,  in  many  inftances,  be  larger 
than  thofe  of  other  men  ;  yet,  by 
trailing  too  much  to  his  fervailts, 
he  is  often  put  to  needlefs  ex¬ 
pence,  which  the  common  farmers 
avoid,  and  on  account  of  which 
they  object  to  the  propriety  of  his 
method  ;  fo  that  hereby  the  public 
ipirited  gentleman  fometimes hurts 
the  caufe  he  intends  to  ferve. 

However,  the  well  educated 
bailiffs  are  more  likely  to  do 
their  mailers  ftrfift  juftice  than  the 
illiterate  ;  thofe  little  meanneffes 
which  the  latter  hardly  think  any 
thing  of,  though  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  coufiderabledifadvan- 

tages. 
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tacjcs,  tlve  former  are  in  general 
above  committing,  becaule  they 
know  better. 

Indeed  1  cannot  confider  the 
finely  and  profeffion  ol  agriculture 
as  any  way  unbecoming  the  cha- 
ra6ter  of  a  clergyman  :  he  may 
hereafter  prove  of  great  fervice 


pafs,  that  many  are  now  holding 
the  plough,  who  might  be  made 
lit  to  fteer  the  hate. 

.  “  That  all  children,  though  of 

the  highelt  rank,  be  taught 
fome  genteel  manufacture,  in 
their  minority,  or  turning  oi  cu- 

J  O 

rious  figures,  &rc.  limning  and 


to  his  country  parifhroners  as  his  painting  on  glafs  or  in  oil  colourss 
advice  and  method  of  proceeding  botanies  and  gardening,  qhymi- 
would  be  readily  attended  to  by  ftry,  & c.  &c. 

the  younger  part  of  his  parifhion-  44  And  all  for  thefe  reafons  :  — 
ers,  and  he  will  have  frequent  op-  they  ffiall  be  lefs  fubjeft  to  be  im¬ 
portunities  of  conveying  jult  ideas  poled  upon  by  artificers  ;  they 
of  improving  their  modes  of  cul-  will  become  more  induftrious  in 
tivation.  Thus  the  knowledge  general  ;  they  will  certainly  bring 
of  agriculture  may  be  diffufed  in  to  pafs  moll  excellent  works,  be- 
cvery  part  of  the  country,  where  ing  as  gentlemen,  ambitious  t a 
fuch  a  gentleman  fixes  his  refi-  excel  ordinary  workmen.  They 
dence.  Should  his  cure  be  but  being  able  to  make  experiments 
fmall,  he  will  have  a  fair  oppor-  themfelves,  may  do  it  with  lefs 
tunity  of  preserving  himfelffrom  charge  and  more  care  than  others 
that  dependance,  which  might  will  do  it  for  them.  It  may  eri- 


too  often  lelfen  the  weight  and 
energy  which  fhould  alw’ays  ac¬ 
company  his  religious  in  It  ructions. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  re- 
ferve  Sir  William  Petty’s  Advice 
for  the  advancement  of  Learning 


gage  them  to  be  Maecenas’s  and 
patrons  of  arts.  It  will  keen 
them  from  worfe  occafions  of 
fpending  their  time  and  eltates  ; 
as  it  will  be  a  great  ornament  in 
profperity,  fo  it  will  be  a  great 


for  this  place  ;  becaufe  his  plan  refuge  and  ltay  in  adverlity  and 
is  in  itfelf  highly  judicious,  and  common  calamity, 
includes  the  ideas  of  Cowley  and  After  thefe  obfervations,  need 
Lord  Molefworth.  any  thing  be  added  to  fhew  the 

Sir  William  propofes,  44  that  advantages  of  fuch  an  education, 
there  be  inllituted  literary  work-  except  attempting  to  obviate  an 
houfes,  where  children  may  be  objection  which  may  poffibly  a  rife 
taught  as  well  to  do  fomething  with  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
towards  their  living  as  to  read  and  procuring  proper  tutors  ? 
write.  This,  however,  feems  to  be  a 

44  That  the  bufinefs  of  educa-  difficulty,  which,  in  this  enlight- 
tion  be  ferioufiy  ftudied  and  prac-  ened  age,  may  be  foon  furmouiU- 
tifedby  the  belt  and  ablelt  perlons.  ed.  1  imagine  there  are  many 
44  That  all  children,  above  fe-  perfons  in  the  kingdom  well  lkill- 
ven  years  old,  may  be  prefented  ed  infcientific  and  practical  kpow- 
to  this  kind  of  education  ;  none  ledge,  who  would,  were  they  en-^ 
being  excluded  by  reafon  of  the  couraged,  readily  ftep  forward, 
poverty  and  inability  of  their  pa-  and  reduce  agriculture  (both  in 
rents;  for  hereby  it  hath  come  to  theory  and  practice  with  all  its 

con nee- 
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connexions  and  dependencies  on 
botany,  chemiftry,  and  other 
branches  of  natural  philofophy) 
into  a  fyftem  of  education  as  re- 
su!  ar,  plain,  and  mtroduXory  to 
right  conduX,  as  in  any  other  art 
or  profeffion  in  life.  Let  it  but 
have  a  beginning,  and  i  nil  rue- 
tors  would,  no  doubt,  foon 
abound.” 


Additional  Qlferv'atiojjs  to  a  Trea~ 
life*  entitled ,  the  prefent  Method 
of  Inoculation  for  ike  Small- Pox, 
&c.  publifhed  by  the  author  foine 
Tears  ago.  Fto?n  Baron  Dimf- 
daie’s  Trails  on  Inoculation. 

SINCE  the  publication  of  the 
above  mentioned  treatife,  I 
have  continued  the  praXice  of  in¬ 
oculation,  and  attended  to  every 
part  of  the  procefs,  with  the  ut- 
moft  circumfpeXion,  ip  order,  as 
much  us  poffible,  to  reduce  the 
preparatory  regimen,  and  fubfe- 
quent  management  of  the  patients, 
to  a  greater  degree  of  certainty. 

In  this  addition  therefore,  1  lhall 
make  fuch  obfervations  as  appear 
lobe  of  the  moil  importance,  and 
to  render  them  as  conneXed  as 
poffible,  I  ffiall  follow  the  order 
obfervedin  that  effiay. 

I  no  not  jin d  much  reafon  to 
alter  my  fentiments,  delivered  in 
the  hr  11  chapter,  with  refpeX  to 
the  age,  confutation,  and  feafon 
of  the  year,  proper  for  inocula¬ 
tion. 

Although  I  am  hi]]  of  opinion 
that  tne  inoculation  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  is  liable 
to  objeXion,  I  have  neverthelefs 
had  repeated  occafion  to  inoculate 
many  under  that  age,  without  a 
fmgle  inliance  of  any  fatal  confe- 


quence  ;  if,  therefore,  from  ft  na¬ 
tion,  or  other  circumftances,  there 
is  danger  of  taking  the  difeafe  by 
natural  infection,  it  may  be  very 
advifeable  to  inoculate  during  this 
early  period. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  would 
juft  drop  this  cautionary  remark, 
that  children  with  heads  remarka¬ 
bly  large, in  proportion  to  their  bo¬ 
dies,  appear  to  me  exceptionable 
fubjeXs  ;  I  particularly  refer  to 
fuch  children  as  may  have  been 
fufpeXed  of  having  had  water  in 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  in 
early  infancy.  I  have  feen  two  of 
thefe,  where  the  eruptive  fever 
was  accompanied  with  a  very 
alarming  ftupor,  which  did  not 
abate,  although  the  eruption  was 
of  ,a  diitinX  kind,  and  the  puffi 
tides  very  few  in  number ;  and 
one  of  them  who  had  been  fufpec- 
ted  to  have  had  the  hydrocepha¬ 
lus  when  very  young,  and  was  in¬ 
oculated  when  four  years  old,  died 
during  the  difeafe,  without  re¬ 
covering  from  the  ftupor,  having, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  very  mild 
and  moderate  eruption  of puftwles, 
in  which  the  progrefs  of  matura¬ 
tion  did  not  feem  interrupted. 

With  refpeX  to  the  chapter  on 
preparation ,  I  have  expreffed  a 
doubt,  “  whether  much,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  preparation,  may 
not  be  difpenfed  with,  except  in 
full  habits,  or  where  other  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  may  require 
it/’  Repeated  experience  has 
fully  confirmed  this  opinion,  fo 
that,  for  fome  years  pail,  I  have 
not  enjoined  any  reftriXion  in  re¬ 
fpeX  to  diet  ;  nor  direXed  any 
medicines  to  be  taken  before  the 
time  of  the  operation,  by  fuch  as 
have  appeared  to  be  in  a  proper 
it  ate  of  health.  On  the  evening.' 

of 
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of  the  day  in  which  the  operation 
is  performed  I  have  for  fome 
time  given  a  few  grains  of  the 
following  powder,  which  is  fome- 
what  different  from  the  compofi- 
tion  I  had  before  prefcribed,  tho’ 
not  materially. 

Merc.  dulc.  fublim,  3fs 
Bulv.  e  Chel.  Cane.  c.  Jiiifs 
Sulph.  Aurat.  Antimon.  gr.  24. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  6.  Mifce  accura- 
tiftime. 

Three  or  four  grains  of  this 
powder  is  a  fufficient  dofe  for 
children:  I  feldom  give  more  than 
fix  grains  to  adults. 

After  the  inoculation  is  per¬ 
formed,  the  rules  laid  down  con¬ 
cerning  diet  are  to  be  obferved  ; 
and  a  proper  attention  being  paid 
to  prevent  coftivenefs,  no  more 
medicines  are  ufually  given  till  the 
fifth  or  fixth  evening  after  the  ope¬ 
ration  ;  on  one  of  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  greater  or  lefs  apparent 
inflammation  of  the  infedted  arms, 

I  repeat  the  fame  quantity  of  the 
powder  as  before.  As  this  quan¬ 
tity  commonly  produces  in  chil¬ 
dren  two  or  three  ffools  on  the 
following  day,  no  further  medi¬ 
cine  is  neceffary  for  them.  But 
to  adults  I  ufually  preferibe  a 
gentle  purgative  the  morning  af¬ 
ter  the  exhibition  of  the  powder, 
and  the  repetition,  or  omiifion,  of 
the  powder,  in  alT  cafes,  is  to  be 
regulated  accor  mg  to  the  fymp- 
toms.  Sometin  s  a  third  dofe 
is  ordered  about  the  time  of  the 
eruption. 

There  are  however  perfons  of 
robuft  and  plethoric  conftitutions, 
to  whom,  not  only  a  very  mode¬ 
rate  diet,  but  fome  evacuations 
are  neceffary,  previous  to  the 
operation. 

Vo l*  XXIV, 
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I  am  alfo  clearly  perfuaded,  that 
feveral  tender  and  delicate  per- 
lons  have  fuffered  greatly,  from 
the  want  of  (kill  in  thofe  who  in- 
difcriminately  preferibe  the  rules 
laid  down  for  preparation,  for  all 
conftitutions  alike  ;  enjoining  a 
Uriel  abftemious  diet,  and  injudi- 
cioufly  exhibiting  mercurials,  and 
other  active  medicines  ;  by  thefe 
means  reducing  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient  too  low,  and  expofing 
him  to  unneceffary  fufferings,  and 
fometimes  to  great  danger. 

Convinced  of  this  truth  by 
many  inftances  which  have  fallen 
within  my  own  obfervation,  I  have 
been  cautious  in  giving  mercu¬ 
rials,  or  repeated  purgations,  or 
of  refuling  the  ufe  of  common  diet 
to  fuch  conftitutions  ;  but  have  al¬ 
lowed  light  animal  food  at  dinner, 
with  a  glals  or  two  of  wine,  as 
cuftom  may  have  occaflonally  made 
neceffary,  during  the  whole  time 
preceding  the  eruptive  fever. 

By  thefe  means,  perfons  of  very 
delicate  habits  have  not  only  been 
conducted  through  this  difeafe, 
without  any  unfavourable  fymp- 
tom,  but,  inftead  of  being  fub- 
jedted  to  a  variety  of  diforders, 
have  even  enjoyed  a  better  ftate  of 
health  after,  than  before  ;  but 
here  likewife  it  is  impoftible  to 
fix  any  general  rule.  The  ma¬ 
nagement  of  every  one  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
operator,  who  fhould  neither  neg- 
ledt  to  give  proper  medicinesr 
when  the  *occafion  requires,  nor 
by  a  multiplicity  of  diredtions  in¬ 
terrupt  nature  in  her  efforts. 

At  the  end  of  this  chapter  I 
have  mentioned  an  inftance  under 
my  own  obfervation,  <s  of  a 
child  born  nine  weeks  after  inocu¬ 
lation,  at  the  full  time,  with  dif- 
I  tinft 
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tinCt  marks  of  the  difeafe,  though 
the  mother  had  very  few  erup¬ 
tions.”  I  have  fmce  keen  indan¬ 
ces  in  a  general  inoculation  of  a 
village  near  Hertford,  in  which 
two  women  with  child  were  ino¬ 
culated,  and  each  had  a  plenti¬ 
ful  eruption  of  fmall  pox  :  three 
or  four  years  afterwards  I  inocu¬ 
lated  the  children,  and  both  had 
the  difeafe  with  a  tolerable  num¬ 
ber  of  pudules.  I  will  juft  add, 
that  although  of  many  pregnant 
women  that  1  have  inoculated, 
not  one  mifcarried  during  the  dil- 

*  -  O 

eale  5  yet  I  have  known  mifcar- 
riages  to  happen  in  a  fhort  time 
after  their  recovery  :  I  therefore 
think  it  unadvifeable  to  inoculate 
women  in  that  date,  unlefs  the 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  requires  it. 

T o  the  third  chapter  concerning 
infedion,  it  feems  not  improper  to 
add,  that  the  method  1  now  ge¬ 
nerally  life,  in  performing  the  in¬ 
oculation,  as  believing  it  to  be 
the  bed,  is  limply  this.  The 
point  of  a  lancet  nightly  dipped  in 
the  recent  variolous  matter,  which 
I  prefer  taking  during  the  erup¬ 
tive  fever,  is  introduced  obliquely 
between  the  cuticula  and  cutis,  lb 
as  to  make  the  dualled  puncture 
podible,  rarely  producing  a  drop 
of  blood.  The  finger  is  then 
gently  preffed  on  the  lancet  while 
introduced,  which  being  turned, 
is  withdrawn. 

The  precaution  of  turning  the 
lancet  is,  that  the  matter  may  be 
more  certainly  wiped  off  and  in- 
ierted.  This  operation  is  free 
from  pain. 

.  This  mode  of  practice  I  former¬ 
ly  did  not  entirely  approve  of,  but 
from  further  experience,  I  find  it 
the  bed,  and  it  always  fucceeds 
when  properly  conducted. 


I  formerly  made  it  a  point  to 
inoculate  with  fluid  matter,  a3  has 
been  del'cribed  ;  but  it  being 
hardly  poilible  at  all  times  to  find 
patients  in  a  proper  date  ;  and 
dome  perfons  objecting  to  this  in- 
tercourle,  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  danger,  I  have  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time  found  the  following 
method  equally  fuccefsful.  A 
lancet  well  infeCted,  or  matter 
placed,  when  in  a  fluid  date,  on 
a  plate  of  glafs  or  gold,  and  after¬ 
wards  buffered  to  dry,  is  held  over 
the  deam  of  boiling  water,  or  a 
fmall  quantity  of  water,  barely 
fufficient  for  dilution,  is  added  to 
it,  and  the  matter,  thus  moidened 
or  diluted,  is  ufed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inoculation  ;  as  I  know  of 
no  difference  as  to  the  fuccefs, 
where  there  is  an  opportunity  of 
advifing  with  a  patient,  I  content 
to  the  choice  of  either  method. 

In  the  next  chapter,  on  the  pro - 
grefs  of  infedion ,  extenlive  expe¬ 
rience  has  abundantly  convinced 
me  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  eruptive  date,  when  a  high 
degree  of  fever,  and  other  alarm¬ 
ing  fymptoms,  threaten  a  large  or 
unfavourable  eruption,  the  going 
out  in  the  frelh  cool  air,  and  tak¬ 
ing  .evacuants,  are  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  and  productive  cf  the  lrap- 
pied  effeCts. 

But  the  fame  treatment  is  not 
required  where  the  complaints  are 
moderate,  and  the  .  eonftitution  of 
the  patient  is  delicate.  I  have 
therefore,  in  fuch  cafes,  relaxed 
confiderably  in  this  particular, 
and  it  is  now  my  practice  with 
fuch  patients,  to  difpenfe  with 
thefe  injunctions. 

The  eruption  being  completed, 
and  the  complaints  much  abated, 
or  entirely  removed,  a  driCt  ad¬ 
herence 
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herence  to  the  very  cold  regimen 
is  by  no  means  requifite,  but  on 
fome  occafions  may  be  attended 
with  danger.  Where  the  irruption 
is  abundant  (which  whatever  may 
be  aflerted  by  fome  practitioners, 
will  lometimes  happen,  notwith- 
llanding  every  precaution  is  uled) 

1  recommend  confinement  to  the 
chamber,  that  the  eafe  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  which  is  now  become  a  ne- 
ceftary  objcCt,  mav  be  fully  con- 
lulted.  For  though  the  puftules 
may  be  quite  dittinCt,  and  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  danger,  yet  as 
each  of  thele  is  like  a  little  boil, 
all  taken  together  mult  necelTarily 
occafion  much  uneafmefs  and  pain, 
efpecially  when  the  patient  is  in 
motion. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
room  fhould  be  kept  moderately 
cool,  of  1'uch  a  temperature  as  to 
be  agreeably  warm  to  thofe  who 
are  fitting  in  it  :  for  the  fudden 
tranfition  from  a  warm  clofe  room, 
to  a  cool  airy  one,  may  prove  * 
very  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
and  is  therefore  not  to  be  ufed, 
but  with  great  difcretion,  as  will 
evidently  appear  from  thq  follow¬ 
ing  inftance. 

I  was  defired  to  vifit  a  woman 
who  had  a  good  fort  of  natural 
fmall-pox,  though  very  full. 
Through  the  exceflive  officioufnels 
of  thole  about  her,  who  had  l’een 
the  good  elfcCts,  in  fome  cafes, 
of  expofing  the  fick  to  the  cold  air, 
Ihe  was,  near  the  time  of  maturar 
tion,  forced  out  of  bed,  dreifed, 
and  removed  into  a  cool  room. 
Here  Ihe  fainted  away,  the  puf¬ 
tules  all  funk,  and  fne  feemed 
expiring  ;  but  by  being  immedi¬ 
ately  put  into  bed,  and  taking 
fome  cordial  medicines,  the  pul- 
tules  rofe  again*  and  fhe  foon  be¬ 


came  better.  It  mud:  however'be 
acknowledged,  that  her  life  was 
expofed  to  the  mod  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  Extremes  therefore  fhould  be 
cautioufly  avoided. 

I  have  alfo  been  called  on  to 
vifit  other  patients,  ill  of  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall-pox,  who  from  a  pre¬ 
vailing  idea  that  the  cold  regi¬ 
men  was  proper  in  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  have  evidently  been 
expofed  to  danger  by  having 
been  injudicioufly  carried  out  at 
the  time  the  puftules  were  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  maturation  ;  and  I  have 
even  known  this  improper  treat¬ 
ment  pra&ifed  in  the  middle  of 
winter. 

If  the  quantity  of  puftules  be 
large  ;  if  the  fever,  after  the 
eruption,  remains  in  any  confi- 
derable  degree,  and  the  fkin  feels 
ftretched  and  painful,  but  more 
efpecially  if  the  throat  be  foie,  fo 
as  to  render  fwallowing  very  diffi¬ 
cult  (which  in  a  few  inftances 
has  happened)  in  fuch  cafes  I  ap¬ 
ply  a  blifter  pfaifter  upon  the 
very  place  of  the  arm  where  the 
incifion  was  made.  For  in  fuch 
cafes  it  frequently  happens,  that 
the  inoculated  part  is  the  principal 
feat  of  pain,  occafioned  by  a  clut¬ 
ter  of  confluent  puftules  formed 
about  the  incifion,  which  feems 
to  point  out  the  propriety  of  dimi- 
nitbing  the  tenlion  and  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  part,  and  difeharging 
the  acrid  variolus  matter,  as  it 
were  from  the  fountain,  whence 
the  whole  mi  (chief  had  its  fource. 
The  blifter  plaifter  I  ufe  is  about 
the  fize  of  an  Englith  crown  piece, 
and  cortfifts  of, 

Pulv.  Cantharid. 

Unguent.  Batuic.  flav.  (Pharm. 

Lend.)  ana.  q.  s, 

I  2  This 
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This  is  fpread  pretty  thick  on  a 
foft  linen  rag,  whole  edges  are 
covered  with  fome  (licking  plaifter, 
in  order  the  better  to  fix  the  blit¬ 
ter  plaifter  on  the  part. 

Let  it  be  gently  prefied  till,  it 
flicks  a  little,  putting  a  (mall 
piece  of  lint  between  it  and  the 
inoculated  puftule,  and  fufter  it 
to  remain  on  about  twelve  hours. 
It  will  almoft  infallibly  produce 
both  fpeedy  and  confiderable  re¬ 
lief. 

The  blifter  plaifter  being  re¬ 
moved,  the  part  is  to  be  drefted 
with  a  little  Unguent.  Bafilic 
flav.  on  a  pledget  of  lint,  and 
the  whole  covered  with  a  little 
cerate  epulotic  of  the  fame  dif- 
penfatory,  fpread  on  a  foft  linen 
cloth  ;  and  this  cerate,  I  think, 
is  always  preferable  to  any  other 
application  that  has  been,  or  is 
now  in  common  ufe  for  dreifing 
blifter  plaifters. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  perfon 
has  ever  praCtifed  this  method  of 
applying  blifter  plaifters  on  the 
inoculated  parts,  except  myfelf, 
and  thofe  who  have  received  this 
information  from  me  ;  but  its  ef¬ 
fects  are  fo  fpeedy  and  falutary, 
as  to  render  it  worthy  of  general 
ufe  on  fueh  occafions.  It  likewife 
gives  much  lefs  trouble  than  the 
application  of  large  blifter  plaif¬ 
ters,  upon  other  parts  of  the 
body,  which  are  not  only  more 
painful,  but  lefs  efficacious.  It 
is  indeed  attended  with  fo  little 
uneafinefs,  that  even  children  fel- 
dam  complain  of  it. 

It  may  perhaps  be  rmaginedy 
that  from  this  application  the  fore 
may  afterwards  become  trouble- 
fome  to  the  patient;  but  expe¬ 
rience  is  againft  this  fuppofttion  $ 
for  when  I  l^aye  inoculated  in 


both  arms,  and  bliftered  only  one* 
the  bliftered  incifton  has  molt  com¬ 
monly  healed  fooner  than  the 
other. 

Under  this  head  I  have  alfo  to 
add,  that  in  fome  cafes,  particu¬ 
larly  of  young  children,  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  inoculated  party  even 
early  in  the  difeale,  inflames  con- 
(iderably,  fo  as  to  occafton  great 
reftleffnefs  and  fever,  although 
the  puftules  on  other  parts  are 
very  few,  and  of  a  good  kind  ; 
in  this  (late  I  apply  a  common 
cataplafm  of  bread  and  milk  to 
the  part,  which,  with  certainty, 
gives  relief. 

Some  refpeCtable  practitioners 
having  exprelfed  their  fatisfaCtion 
with  that  part  of  the  chapter  of  ano¬ 
malous  fymptoms,  &c.  where  the 
eryfipelatous  ra(h  that  had  fome- 
times  been  miftaken  for  a  con¬ 
fluent  fmall-pox,  was  (hewn  to 
be  inoftenfive;  I  am  encouraged 
to  mention  another  complaint  that 
has  feveral  times  diftrefted  me 
greatly,  and  I  make  no  doubt  has 
alfo  occurred  to  others  in  the  courfe 
of  their  practice,  with  what  I 
efteem  to  be  the  caufe,  and  bed 
manneT  of  treating  it. 

Sometimes  a  patient  who  has 
pa(Ted  through  the  eruptive  fe¬ 
ver,  in  the  ufual  manner,  with 
moderate  fymptoms,  and  been  re¬ 
lieved  from  every  complaint  by 
the  eruption  of  a  few  puftules, 
has,  after  all  apprehenfions  of  fu¬ 
ture  illnefs  ceafed,  been  unex¬ 
pectedly  attacked  with  a  fmart, 
and  even  alarming  degree  of  fe¬ 
ver,  accompanied  with  great  reft- 
leflnefs,  and  very  frequently  in 
children  with  uncommon  fits  of 
crying.  Not  being  able  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  complaint  from  any 
circumftances  belonging  to  this 

difeafe* 
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difeafe,  I  for  a  time,  attributed 
it  to  iome  unknown  caufe,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  fin  all  pox  ;  but 
obferving  that  leizures  of  the  fame 
kind  happened  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  my  attention  was  excised 
to  inveftigate  its  true  caufe,  which 
T  am  now  convinced  originates 
from  puftules  fituated  on  the  in¬ 
ternal  part  of  the  mouth,  or  on 
the  membranous  parts  of  the 
nofe  or  cefophagus,  I  have  al¬ 
ways  treated  this  complaint  fuc- 
eefsfully,  by  moderate  cordials, 
lufficient  to  produce  a  flight  perr- 
fpiration,  by  which  means,  the 
whole  difturbance  has  generally 
been  over  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  no  further  inconvenience  has 
been  buffered  from  it  ;  this  arifes 
from  the  abatement  of  the  jen- 
fion  j  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
puftules  on  thofe  parts,  which 
are  conftantly  hot  and  moift,  come 
to  maturity  much  earlier  than  .phofe 
on  the  lkin. 

In  the  laft  paragraph  of  the 
chapter,  on  the  confequences  of  this 
method  of  inoculationy  it  is  obferv¬ 
ed,  that  “  I  firmly  believe  no 
one  has  ever  had,  or  can  have, 
the  diftemper  a  fecond  time,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  natural  way,  or  from 
inoculation.”  Although  I  am 
fupported  in  this  opinion  by  the 
moft  eminent  Englilh  phyficians, 
yet  I  have  found  many  perfons  in 
Ruffia,  who  affirm,  they  have  had 
the  fmall-pox  twice,  feme  even 
thrice.  rI  his  however  does  not 
induce  me  to  change  my  opinion, 
;as  it  is  probable,  nay,  more  than 
probable,  that  thofe  who  have 
peen  entrufted  with  the  care  of 
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perfons  under  eruptive  diforders, 
have  been  themlelves  deceived, 
as  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  fuch 
eruptions. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  difpute 
this  point  at  prefent  ;  if  however 
we  luppofe  fome  to  have  had  the 
natural  fmall-pox  twice,  this  cir- 
cumftance,  inffead  of  making 
agdinff  inoculation,  is  an  argu¬ 
ment  in  its  favour,  as  I  can  with 
the  utmoft  truth  declare,  that  of 
the  very  great  number  of  thofe  I 
have  inoculated  (feveral  of  whom 
have  palled  through  the  difeafe  in 
a  very  flight  manner)  I  never 
heard  that  a  Angle  perlon  has 
had,  or  even  been  fufpeCted  to 
have  had,  the  fmall-pox  a  fecond 
time.  The  inoculated  therefore 
feem  to  be  more  fecure  than  thofe 
who  have  had  the  difeafe  natural¬ 
ly,  That  inftances  have  happen¬ 
ed,  though  not  in  my  own  prac¬ 
tice,  where  inoculated  perfons 
have  afterwards  taken  the  natural 
fmall-pox,  I  have  heard,  and  be¬ 
lieve  ;  but  fo  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  difeover  by  my  enquiries, 
it  has  conftantly  happened  that 
the  operator  has  been  deceived  j 
indeed,  there  was  much  greater 
ambiguity  and  hazard  of  its  fail¬ 
ing  in  the  former  method,  by 
large  incifions  and  the  ufe  of  plan¬ 
ters,  than  in  the  prefent  practice, 
where  the  whole  progrefs  of  in¬ 
fection  is  fo  plain,  that  an  ex¬ 
perienced  practitioner  can  hardly 
be  miftaken.  This,  added  to  the 
certainty  of  infeCting,  are  ftrong 
recommendations  of  the  prefent 
practice. 
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fiijtcry  and  Antiquities  bf  the  For - 
treffes  and  Cajites  in  the  I  tie  of 
Wight.  From  Sir  Richard 
WTrfleyk  Hijiory  of  that  IJland. 

OF  the  fortrelTes  on  this  ifland, 
the  £aftJe  cf  Carift>rook.e 
claims  the  firft  notice  j  not  only 
from  its  antiquity,  but  bec.aufe 
all  lands  were  held  of  the  lord, 
as  of  the  ca file  of  Canfbrooke,  by 
the  feryice  of  defending  it  againft 
an  enemy,  .whence  it  was  called 
the  honour  of  Cariforooke.  It 
appears  by  Doomfday-book  to 
hare  Jbeen  built  by  William  Eitz- 
Dlborne,  Earl  of  Hereford,  and 
the  firft  lord  of  the  ifland,  foon 
after  'the  Norman  conqueft,  and 
moft  probably  ap  the  fame  time 
that  he  founded  the  Priory.  The 
land  on  which  the  caftle  hands 
was  part  of  the  Manor  of  Aving- 
ton. 

This  caftle  hands  on  a  fmall 
hill,  about  a  mile  fouth-weft  of 
the  town  ol  Ney/pcrt,  and  over¬ 
looking  the  village  of  Carifbrooke ; 
the  walls  of  the  original  fjrtrefs 
include  about  an  ac,re  and  an  half 
of  ground,  and  are  nearly  in  fi¬ 


gure  a  rectangular  parallelogram, 
having  the  angles  rounded  *.  The 
greateft  length  is  from  eaft  to 
weft.  The  old  caftle  is  furrouncE 
ed  by  a  more  modern  fortification, 
faced  with  hone,  ©f  an  irregular 
pentagonal  form,  defended  by  five 
baftions;  thefe  out-works,  which 
are  in  circuit  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  and  encompafted  by  a 
deep  ditch,  circumfcribe  in  the 
whole  about  twenty  acres  :  they 
were  added  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  are  laid  to  have 
been  conftru&ed  on  the  fame  plan 
as  thofe  cf  Antwerp  f .  On  a 
fmall  projecting  hone,  on  the 
porth-eaft  corner,  is  carved  the 
date  one  thoufan  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  The  entrance 
is  on  the  weft  fide  in  the  curtin, 
between  two  baftions,  through  a 
fmall  flone  gate-way  ;  on  the  arc h 
of  which  is  the  date  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  ninety-* 
eight,  with  the  initial  letters 
E.  R. 

This  gate  leads  to  a  fecond,  of 
much  greater  antiquity,  machi- 
colated  and  flanked  by  two  large 
round  towers.  It  is  fuppofed  to 


*  Thefe  angles  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  the 
date  one  thoyfand  fix  hundred  and  one  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle.  ?  7  ' 

f  By  an  Italian  engineer,  named  Genebel la,  who  had  likewife  been  employed  in  the 

fortifications  of  that  city.  Ogknder  s  MS,  r  1 


have 
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Lave  been  built  by  Lord  Wcod- 
viJIe,  in  the  time  of  EdVrard  the 
Fourth,  his  arms  being  carved  on 
a  {lone  at  the  top,  and  the  rofes 
of  York  on  each  fide.  The  old 
^gate,  with  its  wicket  of  ilrong 
lattice-work,  faftened  with  large 
nails  at  every  eroding,  is  dill  re¬ 
maining,  and  opens  into  the 
Cadle-yard.  Entering  the  area, 
on  the  right  hand  Hands  the  cha¬ 
pel  of  St.  Nicholas,  with  its  en- 
clofed  coemetery,  but  no  fervice 
is  now  performed  in  it ;  the  pre- 
ient  building  was  eredted  on  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  chapel,  en¬ 
dowed  when  Domefday-book  was 
compiled.  Over  the  former  cha¬ 
pel  was  an  armory,  containing 
bread,  back,  and  head-pieces  for 
two  or  three  troops  of  horfe  ;  but 
defenfive  armour  being  out  of  ufe, 
they  were  fold  by  order  of  Lord 
Cadogan,  when  governor.  Over 
the  door  is  carved  G.  II.  1738  5 
and  by  a  done  tablet  at  the  ead 
end,  we  are  informed  that  it  was 
rebuilt  during  the  government  of 
Lord  Lymington.  Farther  to¬ 
wards  the  left  hand  are  the  ruins 
of  fome  buildings,  faid  to  be  thofe 
in  which  King  Charles  the  Fird 
was  confined  j  and  a  window  is 
diewn  for  that  through  which  he 
attempted  to  efcape  ;  beyond 
thefe  are  the  barracks  and  go¬ 
vernor’s  houfe  ;  the  latter  con¬ 
tains  feveral  good  rooms,  with 
coved  cielings.  It  has,  occa- 
donally,  been  ufed  for  a  military 
hofpital  ;  and  certainly  a  more 
proper  place,  with  refpedt  to  both 
air  and  fituaticn,  could  not  have 
been  found. 

In  the  north-ead  angle  of  the 
bafe  court,  on  a  mount  raifed  con- 
liderably  above  the  other  build¬ 
ings,  Hands  the  Keep,  or  Dun¬ 


geon  j  its  figure  is  an  irregular 
polygon  ;  the  afeent  to  it  is  by 
fieventy-two  Heps  up  the  fide  of 
the  mount,  and  there  are  more 
within ;  each  Hep  is  about  nine 
inches.  This  montangular  tower 
bears  evident  marks  of  great  anti¬ 
quity  :  fome  of  the  angles  are 
{Lengthened  by  walling  of  hewn 
done,  which  were  probably  ?.d- 
dpd  under  Edward  the  Fourth, 
when  the  great  gate  was  rebuilt. 
There  is  a  well  here  faid  to  be 
three  hundred  feet  deep,  but  it 
has  been  partly  filled  up  as  ufelefs 
and  dangerous :  the  Keep  com¬ 
mands  a  mod  extenfive  and  beau¬ 
tiful  profpedt,  which  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  ifiand  only,  but  takes 
in  the  new  Foreft  and  Fort fd own, 
with  the  fea  intervening  at  dif¬ 
ferent  points. 

At  the  fouth-ead  angle  Hands 
the  remains  of  another  tower, 
called  Montjov’s  Tower  ;  the  walls 
in  Ibme  places  were  eighteen 
feet  thick  ;  the  view  from  it  not 
fo  extenfive  as  that  from  the 
Keep.  The  rampart  between 
thefe  towers  is  about  twenty  feet 
high,  and  eight  feet  thick,  in¬ 
cluding  a  parapet  of  two  feet  and 
a  half,  which  was  carried  quite 
round  the  cadle. 

Under  a  fmail  building  in  the 
caftle  yard  is  another  well,  more 
than  two  hundred  feet  deep, 
whence  the  water  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  was  drawn  by  means 
of  a  large  wheel,  turned  by  an 
afs :  this  duty  was  forty  years 
performed  by  the  fame  animal, 
not  long  fin.ee  dead,  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  long  fervices,  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  curiofites  of  the 
place.  Down  this  well  it  is  ufual 
to  drop  a  pin,  which,  after  a  lapfe 
of  about  three  feconds  of  time 

I  4  produces 
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produces  a  greater  found  than 
can  well  be  conceived  by  thofe 
who  have  not  heard  it. 

The  caftle  was  probably  .repair¬ 
ed  by  Montacute,  Earl  of  Sa- 
lifbury,  who  held  the  lordfhip  of 
this  ifland  in  the  ninth  year  of 
Richard  the  fecond,  the  three 
lozenges,  the  arms  of  that  fami¬ 
ly,  being  placed  on  a  buttrefs  at 
the  corner  of  part  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  lodgings  ;  but  much  the 
greater  portion  of  the  buildings 
now  {binding,  particularly  the 
governor’s  apartments;  the  offi¬ 
ces  and  outworks,  were  built  in 
the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who, 
at  the  felicitation  of  Sir  George 
Carey,  when  England  was  threat¬ 
ened  with  the  famous  Spanifh  Ar¬ 
mada,  gave  four  thoufand  pounds 
towards  the  expences.  Sir  George 
aifo  procured  four  hundred  pounds 
trom  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  commonalty  contributed 
their  perfonal  labour,  by  digging 
the  outward  ditch  gratis.  The 
governor  was  aflifted  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  works  by  Thomas 
Worfley,  Efq;  and  the  whole 
amount,  including  the  repairs  of 
Yarmouth  Caftle  and  Sharp n ore 
fort,  is  ftill  extant  in  a  long 
parchment  roll,  ftgned  with  the 
acquittance  of  the  Lord  Treasurer 
Burgh'ley.  This  roll  contains 
many  curious  particulars  of  the 
prices  of  labour  and  materials  at 
that  time  :  a  copy  of  it  is  given 
in  the  Appendix.  An  armourer 
and  fletcher  paid  by  the  queen, 
were  refident  here  in  that  reign, 
as  appears  by  the  appointment  in 
Sir  Richard  Worfley’s  patent. 

The  lords  of  the  ifland,  and  the 
governors  fmee  their  time,  have 
made  this  caftle  their  place  of  re- 
fidence.  The  firfl:  charter  of  the 
Coynte'fs  Ifabella  de  Ford  bus  to 


the  town  of  Newport  is  dated 
from  hence  ;  and  the  will  of  Phi¬ 
lippa,  Duchefs  of  York,  was  pub- 
lifhed  here  the  ninth  year  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  wherein  (lie 
ftyles  herfelf  Duchefs  of  York, 
and  Lady  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

Carifbrooke  caftle  has  been  ren¬ 
dered  remarkable  by  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  Charles  the  Firft,  who, 
taking  refuge  here,  was  detained 
a  prifoner  from  November  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  to  September  one  thou¬ 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty- 

J 

eight,  when  he  was  fufFered  to 
remove  to  Newport,  and  to  re¬ 
new  his  treaty  with  the  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  particulars  of  his 
treatment  will  be  mentioned  in 
the  account  given  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Colonel  Hammond.  On 
the  king’s  death,  it  was  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  prifon  for  his  children, 
wherein  died  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
whom  the  levelling  rulers  of  that 
time  .are  faid  to  have  intended  to 
apprentice  to  a  button-maker. 
She  was  buried  at  Newport.  It 
was  likewife  made  a  prifon  by 
Cromwtll  and  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond. 

There  are  feveral  other  forts  in 
this  ifland,  which  were  all  eredled 
about  the  thirty-fix th  year  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  when  many  ether  forts 
and  blockhoufes  were  built  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parrs  of  the  coaft  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Sandown  fort  commands  a  bay 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
where  there  is  a  good  landing- 
place.  '  ft  is  a  very  low  fquare 
building,  flanked  by  four  bal- 
tions,  and  encompafled  by  a  ditch. 
Being  efteemed  of  the  greateft 
conl'equence  of  any  fort  in  the 
ifland,  it  had  an  eftablifhment, 
confiding  of  a  mailer  gunner,  and 

thirty 
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thirty  foldiers  ;  but  this  has  fince 
been  reduced,  and  the  pay  of 
twenty- two  of  the  foldiers  applied 
to  encreafing  the  falaries  of  the 
mafter  gunners  of  the  other  forts. 
It  had  been  much  neglected,  but 
lately  has  been  put  into  repair  at 
a  very  confidcrable  expence  to  the 
crown,  and  the  apartments  made 
ft  for  the  reception  of  the  cap¬ 
tain,  who  refides  here  in  the 
fummer. 

Yarmouth  caftle  was  built  for 
the  defence  of  the  entry  into  Freih- 
'Jwater,  on  Yar  river  :  it  is  fituated 
on  the  north-eaft  part  of  the 
illand,  and  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town  :  part  of  it  ftands  on  the 
wall  of  the  church,  demolifhed  by 
the  French  in  the  thirty-fifth  of 
Henry  the  Eighth.  It  is  much 
of  the  fame  conftru£tion  with  thole 
built  in  that  reign,  and  was  eredt- 
ed  under  the  direction  of  Richard 
Worfley,  captain  of  the  illand, 
together  with  another  fort,  called 
Worfley’s  Tower, 

Carey’s  Sconce,  or  Sharpnore 
fort,  about  a  mile  to  the  weft  of 
Yarmouth,  was  afterwards  built 
by  Sir  George  Carey,  in  the 
room  of  Worfley’s  Tower,  which 
fto.od  at  a  very  fmall  diftance  weft- 
ward  of  the  Sconce,  oppofipe  Hurft 
Caftle,  but  was  then  fallen  to  de¬ 
cay. 

Weft  Cowes  caftle  ftands  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Medina:  it 
is  a  fmall  ftone  building,  with  a 
femi-circular  battery.  Oppofite, 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  was 
another  fort  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
when  entire,  they  jointly  protect¬ 
ed  the  harbour.  This  is  now  fo 
totally  demolilhed,  that  there  is 
not  the  leaft  veftige  of  it  remain¬ 
ing. 


Hijlory  and  Antiquities  of  Carif- 
brooke  Priory,  in  the  Ifle  cf 
Wight.  From  the  fame. 

TH  E  charters,  grants,  and 
confirmations  of  the  Priory 
of  Carifbrooke  are  regiftered  in 
the  Chart u la ry  ;  they  confift  of 
between  two  and  three  hundred, 
of  which  very  few  are  of  confe¬ 
rence,  being  chiefly  grants  of 
inconfiderable  parcels  of  land  :  the 
moft  important  are. 

The  Charter  of  Earl  Baldwin,  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Stephen. 

Baldwin,  Earl  of  Devon,  and 
lord  of  the  illand,  confirms 
to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Lyra,  all  tithes,  lands,  rents, 
and  benefices,  which  they  hold  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight  ;  to  hold  as  free¬ 
ly  as  they  held  the  fame  in  the 
time  of  William  Fitz  Olborne,  or 
Richard  de  Redvers,  father  of  the 
laid  Baldwin.  But  under  this  con¬ 
dition,  that  Geoffrey,  the  clerk, 
lhall  enjoy  one  moiety,  and  Ste¬ 
phen,  the  clerk,  the  other  moiety, 
during  their  lives  j  paying  thirty 
killings  each  yearly  to  the  Abbey 
of  Lyra,  in  acknowledgment  of 
its  beipg  the  mother  church  ;  and 
after  their  deaths  the  church  of 
Carilbrook  lhall  remain  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Lyra,  to 
be  freely  by  them  enjoyed,  either 
as  demefne,  or  they  may  lend 
Monks  to  the  laid  church.  Tef- 
tibus  Pagano  ’vice  comite ,  Brie  no  de 
Infula ,  Gervajia  Abbate  de  fund- 
raria ,  et  aids, 

The  Charter  of  William  de  Ver- 
nun,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  John. 

He  grants  and  confirms  to  the 
church  of  Carilbrook,  two  marks 

per 
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per  annum,  devifed  by  his  nephew, 
Richard  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  De¬ 
von,  to  be  received  out  of  the 
toll  of  the  ifland,  by  the  baylifF 
of  his  jMgw  Borough  (Newport  ;) 
and  the  Monks  of  Carilbrook, 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
faid  earl,  in  the  prefence  of  his  ba¬ 
rons,  the  charter  of  the  laid  Rich¬ 
ard  :  by  the  terms  of  this  grant, 
the  Monks  of  Carilbrook  are  bound 
to  perform  daily  fervice  in  the 
chapel  of  Newport ;  yet  the  bur- 
gelTes,  both  men  and  women,  are 
to  go  to  the  mother  church  of 
Carilbrook  on  the  great  feltivals, 
according  to  cuftom.  TeJUbus 
Mabilia  c omitijja ,  Walter p  Abbate , 
With  fil.  Stuij ,  Roberta  fit.  Brieni , 
cuin  mult  is  aliis , 

General  Charter  of  Confirmation 
by  William  de  Vernun, 

This  charter  confirms  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Lyra  all 
former  grants  ;  namely  the  church 
of  Carilbrook,  with  the  chapels 
of  Northwood,  Shorewell,  the 
chapel  of  the  Infirm,  and  of  the 
New  Borough ;  the  churches  of 
Arreton,  Whippingham,  New- 
church,  Godfhill,  Niton,  and 
Frefhwater,  all'o  the  tithes  cf  all 
Ids  demefne  lands  in  the  ifland, 
viz.  the  tithes  of  Frefhwater,  Af- 
feton,  Compton,  Brook,  of  Nine- 
wood,  held  by  the  Prior  of  Chri it¬ 
ch  urch,  and  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
of  Shalfleet,  and  Chelsle,  the 
tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  Robert 
of  Shorewell,  there  and  at  Ulwar- 
ton  >  of  the  demefnes  of  Niton, 
Btenbury,  Week,  and  Appuldur- 
combe,  and  other  the  demefne 
lands  of  Montfburg,  and  Apfe, 
belonging  to  the  Canons  of  Ch rife- 


church  ;  the  tithes  of  the  de¬ 
mefnes  of  Ralph  de  Glamorgan, 
at  Yaverland,  alfo  of  Nunwell, 
and  Whippingham  :  the  tithes  of 
the  demefnes  of  Herbert  Fitz- 
Turbert,  and  Hugh  de  Clerken- 
hull,  and  from  Shide,  of  the  de¬ 
mefnes  of  William  de  Argenton, 
and  the  moiety  of  the  church  of 
-Chale,  with  forty  lhillings  an¬ 
nual  rent,  paid  by  the  Monks  of 
Quarr  to  the  Monks  of  Lyra,  for 
the  tithes  of  Arreton,  Hafely, 
Boucombe,  aud  Shalcombe,  twen¬ 
ty  lhillings  rent  paid  out  of  Bou¬ 
combe,  one  yardland  in  Bou¬ 
combe,  and  another  in  Wroxall, 
four  lhillings  from  Week,  and 
three  lhillings  from  the  two  Ni¬ 
tons  ;  in  Frefhwater,  two  men 
with  a  yardland  ;  and  in  Comp¬ 
ton  and  Brook,  two  men  and  two 
yardlands  ;  and  in  Witcombe  ,  one 
free  tenement  with  its  land  ;  in 
the  hamlet  of  Caldlands  in  the 
New  Fore  ft,  one  man  with  his 
lands  ;  two  marks  from  the  New 
Borough,  of  the  toll  of  the  illand, 
according  to  the  wiil  of  Richard 
de  Redvers  ;  with  lands  near  Ca¬ 
rilbrook,  given  by  Paverell  de 
Argenton,  and  his  brother  Wil¬ 
liam,  and  the  lands  exchanged 
with  Robert  Crofs. 

From  the  charter  of  Earl  Baldwin 
it  appears  that  he  alferts  a  right  of 
nominating  the  Monks  to  the 
Priory  of  Carilbrook,  probably  as 
heir  po  the  founder;  and  many 
years  afterwards,  Ifabella  de  For- 
tibus  claimed  a  right  of  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Prior.  It  being  en¬ 
tered  in  the  Chartulary,  that 
Richard  de  Perans,  appointed 
Prior  of  Carilbrook,  by  the  Ab¬ 
bot  and  Convent  of  Lyra,  com¬ 
plained  that  Ifabella  pretended 

that 
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the  houfe  was  in  her  hands 


€>n  the  vacancy  of  the  prior,  and 
that  the  advowfon  of  the  Eriorv 
belonged  to  her  ;  that  fne  took 
occafion  on  thefe  pleas  to  didurb 
and  vex  the  prior,  had  cited  him 
to  appear  and  anfwer  in  her  courts, 
and  had  amerced  him  :  on  which 
the  prior  obtained  an  injunction, 
the  feventh  year  of  Edward  the 
Fird.  This  difpute  feems  to  have 
been  afterwards  accommodated,  as 
there  are  releafes  between  the 
countefs  and  the  prior,  wherein 
fne  referv.es  to  herfelf  the  right  of 
advowfon  and  lordfhip  over  the 
priory  ;  thefe  releafes  bear  date  the 
ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Fird. 

The  claim  of  a  right  in  the  pa¬ 
tron,  or  reprefentajtive  of  the 
founder  to  the  temporalities  of  a 
religious  houfe,  in  cafe  of  a  vacan¬ 
cy,  is  by  no  means  unprecedented; 
and  in  fome  indances  feems  allow¬ 
ed  in  the  decrees  of  the  fynod  con¬ 
vened  by  Ottoboni,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Henry  the  Third,  where 
patrons  were  forbid,  by  the  fixth 
canon,  to  retain  the  profits  of 
vacant  benefices,  excepting  they 
are  entitled  to  them  by  ancient 
ufage.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
at  this  time  the  nobility  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  were  heirs  to  the 
founders  of  religious  houfes,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  given  the  ad- 
vowfons  of  churches  to  monade- 
ries,  had  generally  taken  great 
offence  at  the  Monks  ;  who,  by 
procuring  the  approbation  of 
their  churches,  and  taking  the 
profits  to  themfelves,  had,  as  they 
conceived,  abufed  the  trull  re- 
pofed  in  them  :  the  churches  be¬ 
ing  conferred  on  them,  not  as  fi- 
necures,  but  under  the  fuppofi- 
iion  of  their  being  the  bed  judges 
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■what  perfons  were  mofc  fit  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  livings  ;  whereas  by 
thefe  appropriations,  the  churches 
were  neglected,  and  the  intention 
of  the  donors  defeated.  The 
Englilli  nobility  prefentcd  a  re- 
mondrance  on  this  fubjeft  to  Pope 
Alexander  the  Fourth,  dating, 
“  That  they  and  their  r 
predecefTors,  out  of  relpe£t  *-I259* 
to  the  appearing  fan&ity  of  the 
religious  focieties  in  England,  had 
liberally  conferred  on  them  their 
right  of  patronage;  that  by  fuch 
means  they  might  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  chufing  fit  perfons,  and 
prefenting  them  to  the  bifhops,  as 
a  mod  effe&ual  provifion  for  the 
cure  of  fouls,  and  relief  of  the 
poor ;  whereas  they  found  this 
pious  intention  frudrated  not 
only  by  papal  proyifions,  that  in¬ 
terrupted  the  right  courie  of  pre- 
fentation,  but  chiefly  becaufe  the 
religious,  by  clandedine  and  in¬ 
direct  ways,  with  the  negleft,  or 
contempt  of  their  own  bifhops,  had 
obtained  thofe  churches  to  their 
properties,  by  conceflions  from  the 
apodolic  fee  ;  on  which  acount 
they  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  refume  the  patronage  of  fucli 
converted  churches,  and  reunite 
the  advowfons  to  their  own  de- 
menfes  ;  becaufe  they  faw  the  good 
intentions  of  themfelves  and  their 
predeceffors  inti  rely  defeated.” 
All  this  his  holinels  excufed  in 
his  anfwer,  by  proteding  “  a 
pure  and  fincere  defign  in  fo  ap¬ 
propriating  fome  churches  to  re¬ 
ligious  places,  with  the  affe&ionate 
bowels  of  piety  and  mercy  ;  firmly 
hoping  and  believing,  that  fuch 
conceifions  of  charity  might  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  religious,  and 
promote  the  worfhip  of  God  with- 
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in  the  refpe&ive  churches:  and 
therefore,  if  their  complaints  were 
true,  he  was  forty  the  apoftolical 
judgment  fhould  be  deceived,  and 
the  tacred  intention  of  the  fee  of 
Rome  be  fa  perverfely  difappoint- 
ed  :  but  far  be  it  from  them,  obe¬ 
dient  fons,  for  this  caufe  of  ap¬ 
propriations  and  provifions,  to  re¬ 
voke  and  take  into  their  hands 
the  right  of  patronage,  bellowed 
on  fuch  religious  houfes,  fince 
they  had  no  authority  to  difpofe 
©f  ecclefiallicai  affairs,  and  mull 
not  prefume  to  touch  any  facred 
thing.  However,  with  the  af- 
iifiance  of  the  biihops,  he  would  fo 
effectually  labour  to  redrefs  all 
abufes,  as  to  leave  no  juft  matter 
of  complaint  or  fcandal.9’ 

The  fame  pope,  in  an  epiftle, 
two  years  afterwards,  complained, 

that  the  covetous  defire  of  the 
religious,  had  by  falfe  pretences 
obtained  from  the  fee  of  Rome, 
the  appropriation  of  many  paro¬ 
chial  churches  within  the  kingdom 
of  England,  and  had  by  that  pcifon 
mfedted  the  whole  nation  :  while, 
by  thefe  means,  the  worlbip  of 
God  was  loft,  holpitality  was  in¬ 
termitted,  epifcopal  rights  were 
detained,  the  doors  of  charity  were 
{but  againft  the  poor,  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  ftudious  fcholars  was 
abated,  with  many  other  fcandals 
and  offences. 

This  practice  of  convents  pro¬ 
curing  the  appropriations  of 
churches  became  fo  fcandalous, 
that  even  the  Monks  were  afham- 
ed  of  it.  Bifhop  Kennet,  in  his 
Rarochial  .Antiquities,  mentions 
an  inftance,  when  Hugh  de  Le¬ 
von,  Abbot  of  Meux,  in  York¬ 
shire,  would  have  bellowed  the 
appropriation  of  the  church  of 


Effington  on  that  abbey  :  the 
Monks  themfelves  obftruCted  his 
intention  for  the  fpace  of  five 
years,  protefting  againft  the  enor¬ 
mous  injuries  which  would  arife, 
to  be  lamented  by  perfons  yet  un- 
/born.  Nor  was  the  difcontent  on 
this  fubjed  confined  to  the  laity, 
but  even  the  biihops  fought  to 
have  the  evil  redreffed,  and  many 
canons  were  enabled  in  the  fynods 
for  that  purpofe,  to  which  the 
Monks  refufed  obedience,  and 
much  violence  was  ufed  by  them 
in  oppofition  to  the  canons  j  nor 
did  they  fubmit  till  they  were  re¬ 
duced  by  force.  The  monafteries, 
poilelled  of  churches,  not  only  ap¬ 
propriated  the  rents  to  their  own 
ufe,  but  frequently  farmed  them 
out  ;  by  which  means  the  good  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  doners  were  fruf- 
trated. 

In  the  fynod  alTembled 
at  Oxford  by  Archbilhop 
Langton,  the  thirteenth  canon  for¬ 
bids  the  vicarage  of  any  church  to  be 
given  to  a  vicar  who  fhall  not  ferve 
the  church  :  the  fourteenth  obliges 
thole  who  have  benefices  to  refide  : 
the  fifteenth  appoints  a  fufficient 
portion  of  the  benefice  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
vicar  :  and  the  fortieth  forbids  the 
letting  to  farm,  excepting  it  be 
done  for  fome  caufe,  which  fhall 
be  approved  by  the  bifhop. 

Thefe  canons  were  alfo 
ordained  by  the  fynod  con-  lI23/° 
vened  at  London,  by  Otho,  the 
pope’s  legate  ;  and  again  by  r  . 
another  fynod  held  by  Ot- 
toboni,  both  of  which  require 
churches  to  be  fupplied  by  a  refi- 
dent  vicar. 

A  negleCt  in  the  ob-  r 
fervation  of  thefe  canons,  Lr3°7^ 

occafione4 
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occafioned  the  bifhop  to  collate 
to  thole  churches  which  fell 
to  him  by  lapfe  :  as  fully  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  regifter  of  William 
ofWykeham,  who  collated  to  the 
vicarage  of  Carilbrook,  void,  as 
he  exprefsly  fays,  through  neg- 
le<ft  of  the  confticutiojis  of  Otho 
and  Ottobini.  There  had  been 
great  commotions  in  the  illand  on 
this  occafion,  and  to  what  a 
height  they  role  at  Godlhiil,  are 
feen  in  Bilhop  Woodlock’s  Regi- 
Her,  wherein  the  Monks,  with 
their  friends,  are  recorded  to 
have  held  the  church  by  force. 
The  bilhop  alfo  ordered  the  dean 
of  the  illand,  to  put  the  clerk, 
collated  by  him,  in  polfefTion  of 
the  church  of  Godlhiil,  devolved 
to  him,  by  virtue  of  the  canon  of 
the  general  council. 

o-i  In  the  year  following, 
-**  the  fame  oppofition  aroie 
at  the  church  of  Arreton,  when 
the  bilhop  dire&ed  the  dean  of 
the  illand  to  indudt  the  clerk  by 
him  collated,  contra  omnes  et Jin%u~ 
Us  cantradidores  etrebelles>  “  again  ft 
all  oppofers.”  After  which  the 
bilhop  excommunicated  nine  per- 
lonsfor  obftrufting  his  clerk,  with 
all  thofe  officiating  in  the  faid 
church,  commanding  the  dean  of 
the  illand  to  denounce  this  ex- 
communication  in  all  the  churches 
of  his  deanery,  at  the  time  of  high 
mafs,  in  which  ceremony  the  crols 
was  to  be  elevated,  the  bell  rung, 
the  candles  firft  lighted  and  then 
extinguiffied,  with  every  other 
circumftance  that  could  give  lb- 
lemnity  to  the  act.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fequeftration  of  the 
churches  of  Freffi water  and  God- 
ffiill,  for  contempt  of  the  canons  ; 
and  the  bilhop  excommunicated 


thofe  who  had  violated  the  fequef¬ 
tration. 

When  King  Edward  the  Third 
affierted  his  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  of  France,  Carilbrook,  as 
an  alien  priory,  was,  with  all  its 
churches,  feized  by  the  crown,  the 
king  then  prefenting  to  them ; 
and  the  priory  was  granted  to 
the  Abbey  of  Mount  Grace,  in 
Yorklhire,  founded  by  Thomas 
Holland,  Duke  of  Surry  :  but 
Henry  the  Fourth,  in  the  firii 
year  of  his  reign,  probably  to  re¬ 
move  all  caufes  of  difcontent  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  England  and 
France,  reftored  it,  with  others 
which  had  alfo  been  feized. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth 
it  was  again  refumed,  and  given 
to  the  Monaftery  of  Shene,  in 
Surry,  founded  by  the  king,  where 
it  continued  till  the  time  of  its 
dilfolution.  In  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Eighth,  that  abbey  leafed 
it,  together  with  the  tithes  of 
Godlhiil  and  Frelhwater,  to  Sir 
James  Worfiey,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  two  hundred  marks,  which 
leale  was  renewed  by  his  fon  Rich¬ 
ard,  whole  widow  marrying  Sir 
Francis  Walfingham,  Secretary  of 
State  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  came 
into  his  poifeffion.  It  was  after¬ 
wards  purchafed  by  Sir  Thomas 
Fleming,  from  wliofe  family  it 
came  to  the  prefent  polfeirors  ; 
the  vicarage  remained  in  the 
crown,  until  Charles  the  Firft 
gave  it  to  Queen’s  College  Oxford, 
To  the  church  of  Carilbrook  be¬ 
longs  to  the  chapels  of  Northwood, 
Weft  Cowes,  and  Newport.  Ac 
the  time  of  Cardinal  Beaufort’s 
taxation,  this  church  was  valued 
at  twenty  marks  per  annum,  the 
vicarage  at  lixteen  marks,  and 

the 
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the  Procuracy  of  Lyra  at  forty 
marks.  This  priory  having  been 
iounded  when  there  were  not  more 
than  nine  or  ten  churches  in  the 
ifiand,  the  Monks  enjoyed  a  larger 
jurifdiction  than  thofe  of  later  in- 
ftitution,  when  moil  lords  of  great 
pofieftions,  having  built  new 
churches,  had  appropriated  the 
tithes  of  their  lands  to  them. 


ZJijlory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Ora¬ 
tory  of  Burton  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  from  the  fame . 

TH  E  Convent,  or  Oratory 
of  Burton,  or  Barton,  hav¬ 
ing  been  difiolved  long  before  the 
general  fupprdlion  of  monaftic 
foundations,  e leaped  the  notice 
©f  Dugdale,  Speed,  Tanner,  and 
other  writers  on  religious  houfes, 
io  that  its  exigence  had  nearly 
funk  into  total  oblivion.  Sir 
John  Oglander  indeed  mentions 
it  in  his  manufcript  Memoirs, 
but  his  information  appears  to 
have  been  merely  traditional :  its 
hiftory  is  however  preferved  in  the 
regifter  of  John  de  Pontiftera, 
Bilhop  of  Winchefter,  wherein 
the  ftatutes  of  the  houfe  are  con¬ 
firmed  by  an  inllrument,  in  which 
the  bilhop  affirms  he  had  feen  the 
charters  of  John  de  Infula,  ReCtor 
of  Shalfleet,  and  of  Thomas  de 
Winton,  ReCtor  ofGodlhill,  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Oratory  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  Burton,  for  the  or¬ 
dering  and  governing  the  faid  Ora- 
O  1  tory  made,  and'  in  full 
*■*  force,  under  the  feals  of 
the  founders,  as  follows  : 

I.  That  there  lhall  be  fix  chao- 
tains  and  one  clerk  to  officiate  both 
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for  the  living  and  dead,  under  the 
rules  of  St.  Auguftin. 

II.  That  one  of  thefe  fhall  be 
prefented  to  the  Bilhop  of  Win- 
cheller,  to  be  the  archprieft  ;  to 
whom  the  reft  lhall  take  an  oath 
of  obedience. 

III.  That  the  archprieft  fhall 
be  chofen  by  the  chaplains  there 
refiding,  who  fhall  prefent  him 
to  the  bilhop  within  twenty  days 
after  any  vacancy  fhall  happen. 

IV.  They  lhall  be  fubjeCt  to 
the  immediate  authority  of  the 
bifhop. 

V.  When  any  chaplain  lhall  die, 
his  goods  lhall  remain  to  the  Ora¬ 
tory. 

VI.  They  lhall  have  only  one 
mels,  with  a  pittance,  at  a  meal, 
excepting  on  the  greater  feftivals, 
when  they  may  have  three  meffics, 

VII.  They  lhall  be  diligent  in 
reading  and  praying. 

VIII.  They  lhall  not  go  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  of  the  Oratory, 
without  licence  from  the  arch¬ 
prieft. 

IX.  The  habit  lhall  be  of  one 
colour,  either  black  or  blue  j  they 
fhall  be  clothed  pallio  Hibernienji , 
de  nigra  boneta  cum  pileo » 

X.  The  archprieft  lhall  fit  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  next  to  him 
thofe  who  have  celebrated  magndm 
miffam ;  then  the  Prieft  of  St. 
Mary  ;  next  the  Prieft  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  ;  and  then  the  prieft 
who  fays  mafs  for  the  dead . 

XI.  The  clerk  fhall  read  fome- 
thing  edifying  to  them  while  they 
dine. 

XII.  They  lhall  lleep  in  one 
room. 

XIII.  They  lhall  ufe  a  fpecial 
prayer  for  their  benefactors. 

XIV.  They  lhall  in  all  their 

ceremo- 
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ceremonies,  and  in  tinkling  the 
bell,  follow  the  ule  of  Sarum. 

XV.  The  archprieft  alone  fhall 
have  charge  of  the  bufmefs  in  the 
houfe. 

XVI.  "They  (hall,  all  of  them, 
at  their  admiilion  into  the  houfe, 
lwear  to  the  obfervance  of  thefe 
lbatutes. 

f  homas  de  Winton,  and  John 
de  Infula,  clerks,  grant  to  John, 
Bilhop  of  Winchester,  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  the  patronage  of  their 
Oratory  of  Burton,  in  the  parifli 
ot  V/hippingham,  that  he  might 
become  a  protestor  and  a  defender 
of  them,  the  archprieft,  and  his 
fellow  chaplains. 

The  bilhop,  at  the  inftance  of 
John  de  Infula,  the  furviving 
founder,  Thomas,  being  then 
dead,  or  that,  after  a  year  and  a 
day  from  their  entering  into  this 
Oratory,  no  one  fhall  acceDt  of 
any  other  benefice,  or  fhall  depart 
the  houfe.  Attum  et  datum  'in 
diclo  Oratorio  de  Burton,  a.  1289. 
Jordano  de  Kingjion  et  aliis  tejli- 
bu? 
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The  archprieft  beinp 

x  o 

fufpended  by  the  bilhop, 
the  dean  of  the  ifland  was  ordered 
to  take  charge  of  his  Oratory  in 
the  houfe  at  Burton  :  foon  after, 
the  archprieft  being  a 
captive  in  France,  and  the 
houfe  at  Burton  in  a  ruinous  con¬ 
dition,  the  bilhop  gave  orders  for 
the  houfe  to  be  repaired,  and 
other  neceftary  things  to  be  done. 

-i  The  Oratory  was,  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  furrendered  into 
the  hands  of  the  bilhop,  and,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  lands,  by  the  pro¬ 
curement  of  Bifhop  Wainfieer, 
granted  to  the  College  of  Win* 


chefter:  it  was  endowed  with  the 
manor  of  Whippingham,  the  de- 
mefne  lands  of  Burton,  or  Barton, 
and  fome  lands  of  Chale,  The 
fite  and  demefnes  at  the  Oratory 
are  ftill  held  under  a  leafe  from 
the  Warden  and  Fellows  of  Win- 
chefter  College;  and  part  of  the 
old  building  is  yet  handing. 


Punic  Infer  ipt  ions  in  the  VP  eft  ern 
Boundaries  of  Canada  ;  from  the 
Gentleman  $  Magazine  tor  Augu/i 

1781. 

IN  the  Journal  Encyclop.  1781. 

Juin,  pa.  555,  is  the  following 
article:  “  Un  Frofelfeur  des  Lan- 
gues  Orientales  a  Cambridge  eu 
Amerique  vient  d’envoyer  a.  JVI.  de 
Gebelen,  auteur  du  “  Monde  Pri- 
mitif,”  trois  Infcriptions  Pu- 
niques,  qu’on  a  trouvees  gravies 
fur  des  rochers,  a  l’embouchure 
d’une  riviere  qui  eft  a  50  milles  dig 
fud  de  Bofton.  Elies  furent 
gravees  par  les  Carthaginois  qui 
aborderent  fur  cette  plage  mecon- 
nue.  Elies  ont  pour  objet  leur 
arrivee,  &  les  traites  qu’ils  firent 
avec  les  habitans  du  pays.  M.  de 
Gebelin  va  donner  un  memoire  fur 
cette  importante  decouverte.”  If' 
this  imitation  doth  not  come 
from  M.  G.  hirnfelf,  then  one  muft 
fuppofe  that  there  is  fome  one  in 
America  that  can  make  out  a 
Punic  infeription,  which  is  more 
than  we  knew  before.  I  know  a 
perfon  of  high  rank  and  under- 
ftanding  who  is  perfuaded,  that 
the  common  Irifh  is  Punic,  and 
that  many  of  them  have  long- 
known  as  much.  If  fo,  they  have 
little  more  to  do  than  to  learn  the 
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Punic  letters,  and  they  all  in- 
ftantly  become  profeftbrs  in  this 
moft  ancient  and  radical  language, 
which  is  to  little  known  to  the 
moft  accomplilhed  linguifts.  For 
Infcriptions  on  Rocks,  fee  Gent. 
Mag.  vol.  xxxv.  p.  374.  401.  and 
Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  lvi.  art.  viii. 

“In  later  times  there  have  been 
found  a  few  marks  of  antiquity, 
from  which  it  may  be  conjectured 
that  N.  America  was  formerly  in¬ 
habited  by  a  nation  more  verfed 
in  fcience  and  more  civilifed  than 
that  which  the  Europeans  found 
on  their  arrival  there,  or  that  a 
great  military  expedition  was  un¬ 
dertaken  to  this  continent  from 
thefe  known  parts  of  the  world. 
This  is  confirmed  by  an  account 
which  I  received  from  M.  de  Ve- 
raudrier,  who  commanded  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  fouthward  in  per- 
fon.  I  have  heard  it  repeated  by 
others,  who  have  been  eye-wit- 
nefles  of  alt  that  happened  on  that 
occafion,  Some  years  before  I 
came  into  Canada,  the  then  Go¬ 
vernor-general  Chev.  de  Beaucha- 
niois  gave  M.  de  Veraudrier  an 
order  to  go  from  Canada  with  a 
number  of  people  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  acrofs  N.  America  to  the  S. 
Sea,  in  order  to  examine  how  far 
thofe  two  places  are  diftant  from 
each  other,  and  to  find  out  what 
advantages  might  accrue  to  Cana¬ 
da  or  Louifiana  from  a  communi¬ 
cation  with  that  ocean.  They  fet 
out  on  horfeback  from  Montreal, 
and  went  as  far  as  due  W.  as  they 
could  on  account  of  the  lakes,  ri¬ 
vers,  and  mountains,  in  their 
way.  As  they  came  far  into  the 
country  beyond  many  nations,  they 
fometimes  met  with  large  traCts 
of  land  free  from  wood,  but  co¬ 


vered  with  a  kind  of  very  tall  graft 
for  the  fpace  of  fome  days  jour¬ 
ney.  Many  of  thefe  fields  were 
every  where  covered  with  furrows* 
as  if  they  had  been  ploughed  and 
lowed  frequently.  It  is  to  be  oh- 
ferved,  that  the  nations  who  now 
inhabit  N.  America  could  not  cul¬ 
tivate  the  land  in  this  manner, 
becaufe  they  never  made  ufe  of 
horfes,  oxen,  ploughs,  or  any  in- 
ftruments  of  hulbandry,  nor  had 
they  ever  feen  a  plough  before  the 
Europeans  came  to  them.  In  two 
or  three  places,  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  each  other,  our  tra¬ 
vellers  met  with  imprelfions  of  the 
feet  of  grown  people  and  children 
in  a  rock ;  but  this  feems  to  have 
been  no  more  than  a  Lufus  Natu¬ 
re.  When  they  came  far  to  the 
Weft,  where  to  the  belt  of  their 
knowledge  no  Frenchman  nor  Euro¬ 
pean  had  ever  been,  they  found  in 
one  place  in  the  woods,  and  again 
on  a  larger  plain,  great  pillars  of 
ftone  leaning"  upon  each  ^ther. 
The  pillars  confifted  of  one  fingle 
ftone  each,  and  the  French  could 
not  but  luppofe  that  they  had  been 
ereCted  by  human  hands.  Some¬ 
times  they  have  found  fuch  ftones 
laid  one  upon  another,  and  as  it 
were  formed  into  a  wall.  In  fome 
of  thofe  places  where  they  found 
fuch  ftones,  they  could  not  find 
any  other  fort  of  ftones.  They 
were  not  able  to  difcover  any  cha¬ 
racters  or  writings  upon  any  of 
thefe  ftones,  though  they  made 
a  very  careful  fearch  after  them. 
At  laft  they  met  with  a  large  ftone 
like  a  pillar,  and  in  it  a  fmaller 
ftone  was  fixed,  which  was  cover¬ 
ed  on  both  fides  with  unknown 
characters.  This  ftone,  which  was 
about  a  foot  of  French  meafure 

ini 
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in  length,  and  between  four  and 
five  inches  broad,  they  broke  loofe, 
and  carried  to  Canada  with  them, 
from  whence  it  was  fent  to  France, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Count 
de  Maurepas.  What  became  of 
it  afterwards  they  know  not,  but 
t  link  it  is  preferved  in  his  collec¬ 
tion.  Several  of  the  jefuits  who 
have  feen  and  handled  this  Hone 
in  Canada  unanimoufly  affirm, 
that  the  letters  on  it  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  which,  in  the  books 
containing  accounts  of  Tartaria, 
are  called  Tartarian  charaflers  ; 
and  on  comparing  both  together 
they  found  them  perfectly  alike. 
Notwithllanding  the  queftions 
which  the  French  on  the  S.  Sea 
expedition  afked  the  people  there, 
concerning  the  time  when  and  by 
whom  thefe  pillars  were  erected, 
what  their  traditions  and  fenti- 
ments  concerning  them  were,  who 
wrote  the  characters,  what  was 
meant  by  them,  what  kind  of 
letters  they  were,  in  what  lan¬ 
guage  they  were  written,  and 
other  circumflances,  they  could 
never  get  the  lealt  explication ; 
the  Indians  being  as  ignorant  of 
thefe  things  as  the  French  them- 
felves.  All  they  could  fay  was, 
that  thefe  ftones  had  been  in  thofe 
places  from  time  immemorial. 
The  places  where  the  pillars  flood 
were  900  French  miles  weflward  of 
Montreal.” 

- 4 - 

Account  of  a  fingular  Cufcm  kept  up 
for  many  Tears ,  and  fill  prevail¬ 
ing  in  Picardy  ;  fro?n  the  Countefs 
De  Genlis’*  Theatre  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  ' 

THERE  is  Hill  a  part  of  the 
world  where  firnple  genuine 
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virtue  receives  public  honours.  Ic 
is  in  a  village  of  Picardy,  a  place 
far  dillant  from  the  politenefs  and 
luxury  of  great  cities.  There,  an 
affecting  ceremony,  which  draws 
tears  from  the  fpeCtators,  a  fo- 
lemniry,  awful  from  its  venerable 
antiquity  and  falutary  influence, 
has  been  preferved,  notwithlland¬ 
ing  the  revolutions  of  twelve  cen¬ 
turies  ;  there  the  firnple  luflre  of 
the  flowers  with  which  innocence 
is  annually  crowned,  is  at  once 
the  reward,  the  encouragement, 
■and  the  emblem.  Here,  indeed, 
ambition  preys  upon  the  youn^ 
heart,  but  it  is  a  gentle  ambition; 
the  prize  is  a  hat,  decorated  with 
rofes.  The  preparations  for  a 
public  decifion,  the  pomp  of  the 
feftival,  the  concourfe  of  people 
which  it  affembles,  their  atten¬ 
tion  fixed  upon  modefty,  which 
does  itfelf  honour  by  its  blufhes, 
the  fimplicity  of  the  reward,  a n 
emblem  of  thofe  virtues  by  which 
it  is  obtained,  the  affe<5lionate 
friendlhip  of  the  rivals  who,  in 
heightening  the  triumph  of  their 
queen,  conceal  in  the  bottom  of 
their  worthy  hearts  the  timid  hope 
of  reigning  in  their  turn  :  all  thefe 
circumflances  united  give  a  pleaf- 
fing  and  affecting  pomp  to  this  fin¬ 
gular  ceremony,  which  caufes  every 
heart  to  palpitate,  every  eye  to 
fparkle  with  tears  of  true  delight, 
and  makes  wifdom  the  object  of 
palfion.  To  be  irreproachable,  is 
not  fufficient  ;  there  is  a  kind  of 
noblenefs,  of  which  proofs  are  re¬ 
quired  ;  a  noblenefs,  not  of  rank 
and  dignity,  but  of  worth  and  in¬ 
nocence.  '1  hefe  proofs  mull  in¬ 
clude  leveral  generations,  both  on 
the  father  and  mother’s  fide  ;  fo 
that  a  whole  family  is  crowned 
upon  the  head  of  one  ;  the  triumph 
K  of 
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of  one  is  the  glory  of  the  whole  ; 
and  the  old  man  with  grey  hairs, 
who  fheds  tears  of  feniibility  on 
the  vi&ory  gained  by  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  fon,  placed  by  her  fide, 
receives,  in  effect,  the  reward  of 
fixty  years  fpent  in  a  life  of  vir¬ 
tue. 

By  this  means,  emulation  be¬ 
comes  general,  for  the  honour  of 
the  whole  ;  every  one  dreads,  by 
an  indelicate  action,  to  dethrone 
either  his  filler  or  his  daughter. 
The  crown  of  rofes,  promifed  to 
the  moll  prudent,  is  expected 
with  emotion,  didributed  with 
judice,  and  edablifhes  goodnefs, 
re&itude,  and  morality,  in  every 
family  ;  it  attaches  the  belt  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  moll  peaceful  reft- 
dence. 

Example,  powerful  example,  acts 
even  at  a  didance  ;  there  the  bud 
of  worthy  actions  is  unfolded,  and 
the  traveller  on  approaching  this 
territory,  perceives,  before  he  en¬ 
ters  it,  that  he  is  not  far  from  Sa¬ 
lenpy.  In  the  courfe  of  fo  many 
fucceffive  ages,  all  around  them 
has  changed  ;  they  alone  will 
tranfmit  to  their  children  the  pure 
inheritance  they  received  from 
their  fathers :  an  indication  truly 
great,  from  its  fimplicity  ;  power¬ 
ful,  under  an  appearance  of  weak- 
nets  ;  fuch  is  the  almolt  unknown 
influence  of  honours  ;  fuch  is  the 
drength  of  that  eafy  fpring,  by 
which  all  men  may  be  governed  : 
fow  honour  and  you  will  reap 
virtue. 

If  we  refleft  upon  the  time  the 
Salenpians  have  celebrated  this 
fefttva],  it  is  the  moil  antient  ce¬ 
remony  ex i ding.  If  we  attend  to 
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its  objefl,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
one  which  is  dedicated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  virtue.  If  virtue  is  the 
mod  ufeful  and  edimable  ad¬ 
vantage  to  fociety  in  general, 
this  edablifhment,  by  which  it 
is  encouraged,  is  a  public  and 
national  benefit,  and  belongs  to 
France. 

According  to  a  tradition,  hand¬ 
ed  down  from  age  to  age.  Saint 
Medard,  bom  at  Salenpy,  pro¬ 
prietor,  rather  than  lord,  of  the 
territory  of  Salenpy  (for  there 
were  no  fiefs  at  that  time),  was 
the  indit-utor  of  that  charming 
fedival,  which  has  made  virtue 
flourifh  for  fo  many  ages.  He  had 
himfelf  the  pleafing  confolation  of 
enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  wildom, 
and  his  family  was  honoured  with 
the  prize  which  he  had  indituted, 
for  his  fider  obtained  the  crown  of 
rofes. 

This  afFefting  and  valuable  fef¬ 
tivai  has  been  tranfmitted  from  the 
fifth  century  to  the  prefent  day. 
To  this  rofe  is  attached  a  purity  of 
morals,  which,  from  time  imme¬ 
morial  has  never  differed  the 
flighted  blemifh  ;  to  this  rofe  are 
attached  the  happinefs,  peace,  and 
glory  of  the  Salenpians. 

This  rofe  is  the  portion,  fre¬ 
quently  the  only  portion,  which 
virtue  brings  with  it  ;  this  rofe 
forms  the  amiable  and  pleafing  tie- 
of  a  happy  marriage.  Even  for¬ 
tune  is  anxious  to  obtain  it,  and 
comes  with  refpeft  to  receive  it 
from  the  hand  of  honourable  in¬ 
digence.  A  pofleflion  of  twelve 
hundred  years,  with  fuch  fplendid 
advantages,  is  the  faired  title  that 
exifts  in  the  world. 
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Defcritotion  and  Antiquities  of  Rhudd- 
lan  Caftle,  Town,  tAc.  from 
Pennant’s  Journey  to  Snowdon, 

BOUT  a  mile  and  a  half  far¬ 
ther  ftands  the  fmall  borough 
of  Rhuddlan,  leated  high  on  the  red 
clayey  banks  of  the  Clwyd,  and 
above  Morfa-Rhuddlan,  a  marfh 
celebrated  for  the  battle  in  795, 
between  the  Saxons  and  Welih  :  our 
monarch  Caradoc  fell  in  the  con- 
fl id,  and,  I  fear,  victory  declar¬ 
ed  againft  us.  We  do  indeed  fay, 
that  Offa,  the  famous  '  King  of 
Mercia,  was  flain  here  ;  but  the 
Saxon  chronicle  places  his  death 
the  year  before  that  battle.  The 
fine  plaintive  Welih  tune,  fo  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Morfa- 
Rhuddlan,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
compoled  on  this  occafion  :  for 
vidories  are  not  the  only  fubjedts  for 
the  harp.  How  beautifully  does 
David  lament  the  blood  of  the 
flain  on  the  mountains  of  Gilboa  : 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and 
the  weapons  of  war  perifhed  ! 

The  caltle  had  been  a  handfome 
building,  in  a  fquare,  with  two 
extremes  placed  at  oppofite  cor¬ 
ners,  with  a  double  round  tower 
at  each  ;  and  a  fingle  one  at  the 
two  other  corners.  The  court 
forms  an  irregular  odagon.  The 
ditch  is  large,  faced  on  both  fides 
with  ftone.  The  deep  Hope  to  the 
river  was  defended  by  high  walls, 
and  fquare  towers  :  one  is  entire, 
and  there  are  veftiges  of  two  others  : 
the  firft  is  called  Twyr-y-Silod  ; 
another,  in  the  caftle,  was  named 
Twyr-y-Brenhin,  or  the  King’s 
Tower. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  caftle,  at 
about  a  furlong  diftance,  is  a 
large  artificial  mount,  the  fite  of 
another  fortrefs,  of  very  early 
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date  ;  the  whole  furrounded  by  a 
very  deep  fobs  (including  alfo  the 
abbey)  which  croftes  from  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  bank,  near  the  afcent 
of  the  prefent  road  to  St.  Afaph, 
to  another  parallel  road  ;  near 
which  it  is  continued,  then  turns 
and  falls  nearly  into  the  fouthern 
part  o?  the  walled  ditch  of  the 
caftle  :  the  whole  forms  a  fquare 
area,  of  very  great  extent.  Thefe 
different  works  w7ere  formed  at 
three  feveral  times.  The  mount, 
now  called  Tut-hill,  and  its  fu- 
perftrudlure,  (whatever  it  was)  is 
thoroughly  Britifh,  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Llewelyn  ap 
Sitfylt,  who  reigned  from  the  year 
1015  to  1020.  It  was  a  refidence 
of  our  princes  from  that  time  : 
but  Gryffyd  ap  Llewelyn,  in  1063, 
having  given  offence  to  Edward 
the  confelfor,  by  receiving  Algar, 
one  of  his  rebellious  fubjedts,  was 
attacked  by  Harold,  who  in  re¬ 
venge  burned  the  palace  at  Rhudd¬ 
lan.  It  was  foon  reftored,  and  as 
foon  loft.  Robert,  afterwards 
furnamed  of  Rhuddlan,  a  valiant 
Norman,  nephew7  to  Hugh  Lupus, 
Earl  of  Chefter,  conquered  it  from 
the  Welih,  and,  by  the  command 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  forti¬ 
fied  it  with  new  works,  and  made 
it  his  place  of  refidence;  from 
whence  he  greatly  annoyed  our 
countrymen.  The  fquare  towers 
are  evidently  of  Norman  archi- 
tedture,  and  naturally  adopted  by 
the  new  owner.  Robert  received 
here  a  vifit  from  our  Prince  Gryf- 
fyddapKynan,  who  came  to  fol- 
licit  aid  againft  his  enemies,  from 
the  Norman  warrior ;  which  he 
obtained  :  but  on  fome  quarrel 
attacked  him  in  his  caftle,  took 
and  burnt  the  bailey,  or  yard,  and 
killed  fuch  a  number  of  his  men, 
K  2  that 
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that  very  few  efcapcd  into  the 
towers. 

Henry  II.  in  1157,  added  new 
ftrengfh  to  the  cattle,  and  left  a 
confiderable  garrifon  in  it  before 
he  quitted  the  country.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  Owen  Gwy¬ 
nedd,  in  1167,  took  and  dil- 
mantled  it  ;  but  it  was  afterwards 
re-fortified  by  the  Engliflh  •,  for  it 
appears  that  this  fortrefs  hid,  with 
two  others,  been  bellowed  by 
Henry,  with  Emma  his  natural 
lifter,  on  David  ap  Owen,  fon  and 
fucceft'r  to  Owen  Gwynedd. 
Here,  in  1187,  he  entertained, 
very  nobly,  Baldwin  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  in  his  progrefs 
through  Wales.  Poflibly  he  re- 
figned  it  again  to  the  Englifh  ;  for 
I  find  that  in  1214  it  was  befieged 
and'  taken  by  Llewelyn  ap  Jor- 
worth,  his  fucceffor  in  the  prin¬ 
cipality. 

I  mu  ft  not  omit  relating,  not- 
withstanding  I  am  unable  to  give 
the  year  of  the  event,  that  Randle 
Blundevile,  Earl  of  jChefter,  was 
in  this  caftle  furprifed  by  a  body 
of  Welfh,  and  lay  in  the  utnioft 
d’iftrefs,  until  he  was  relieved  by 
his  lieutenant,  Roger  Lacy,  alias 
Hell  ;  who  collecting  luddenly  a 
rabble  cf  fiddlers  and  idle  people, 
put  the  befiegers  to  flight.  In 
reward,  he  received  from  the  earl, 
Magifterium  omnium  Leccatorum  et 
■meretricum  totius  Ceftreftfire. 

I  find  it  in  pofTeifion  of  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  in  1277  »  who  was  we^ 
convinced  cf  its  importance  in  the 
conqueft  of  Wales,  that  he  made 
it  the  rendezvous  of  the  forces 
deftined  for  that  purpofe.  It  was 
the  place  d'armes9  and  the  great 
magazine  of  provifion  for  the  1 up- 
port  of  his  army,  in  its  advance 
into  the  country.  The  reigning 


prince,  Llewelyn  ap  Gryffidd, 
knew  the  danger  of  leaving  fo 
confequentiai  a  place  in  the  hands 
of  his  enemy  :  but  it  refifted  all  the 
raoft  vigorous  efforts  made  on  it 
in  1281,  by  Llewelyn  and  his 
brother  David,  juft  reconciled  to 
him  by  the  fenie  of  their  common 
danger.  Soon  after,  it  proved 
the  place  of  confinement  to  the 
latter,  not  long  before  his  ignoV 
minous  end  at  Shrewfburv. 

J 

In  order  to  fecure  it  from  any 
future  attempts,  Edward  turned 
all  his  thoughts  towards  founding 
a  fortrefs  impregnable- by  any  fu¬ 
ture  attempts  of  the  Welih.  He 
accordingly  began  with  an  act  of 
juftice,  that  of  making  recom- 
pence  to  Mafter  Richard  Bernard, 
Parfon  of  Rhuddlan,  for  certain 
lands  taken  from  him  for  the  pur- 
pole  cf  enlarging  the  caftle  ;  and 
again,  in  1282,  made  an  exchange 
with  the  fame  church,  of  fix  acres 
and  a  half,  for  the  fame  ufes : 
and  on  which  he  built  the  caftle, 
whofe  ruins  we  now  furvey.  The 
finifliing  of  it  took  a  confiderable 
time;  for  I  find  an  order  in  1291, 
for  overlooking  the  works  at  the 
cafties  of  Rhuddlan,  Flint  and 
Chefter.  I  cannot  but  remark 
here,  the  ftrong  neceflity  of  curb¬ 
ing  the  new-conquered  country 
with  powerful  garrifons  ;  for  not- 
withftanding  all  the  ravages  of 
long,  and  barbarous  wars,  it  re¬ 
mained  fo  exceedingly  populous 
that  Edward  politically  drafted 
outofitnot  lefs  than  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men,  in  aid  of  his  Scottifn 
expedition.  The  confequence 
proved  almoft  fatal  to  him  :  for 
while  he  lay  encamped  near  Lin¬ 
lithgow,  a  national  quarrel  en- 
fued  between  the  Englifti  and 
WelOi  troops  ;  and  after  great 
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bloodfhed,  the  latter  feparated 
themfelves  from  his  army. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the 
laft  century,  it  was  garrifcned  on 
the  part  of  the  king  ;  was  taken 
by  General  Mytton  in  July  164b; 
and  in  the  fame  year  ordered  by 
the  parliament  (in  the  phral'e  of 
the  times)  to  be  flighted,  /. 
demanded,  with  many  other 
Welfh  cables. 

In  refpedt  to  the  civil  hiflory  of 
Rhuddlan,  I  find,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confelfor,  it 
made  part  of  the  great  territoiies 
of  Earl  Edwin.  It  was  then,  by 
reafon  of  the  inroads  of  Harold,  a 
wafte  ;  and  continued  fo  when  if 
was  poflefLd  by  Hugh  Lupus.  It 
then  became  the  capital  of  the 
diftrift :  and  Hugh  enjoyed  a 
moiety  of  the  church,  the  mint, 
and  mines  of  the  iron  ore  found 
in  the  manor  ;  and  a  moiety  of 
the  water  of  Clwyd,  i.  e.  of  the 
mill  and  fifhery  on  fuch  part 
which  belonged  to  Earl  Edwin ; 
a  moiety  of  the  forefls  on  the 
manor,  and  of  the  toll,  and  of 
the  village  called  Bren  :  and  there 
were  at  this  time  in  Rhuddlan 
eight  burgefles.  AH  this  Hugh 
Lupus  granted  to  Robert  of 
Rhuddlan,  with  an  addition  of 
certain  hamlets  dependent  on  the 
place ;  and  a  new  borough  was 
erected,  with  eighteen  burgefles, 
who  enjoyed  the  fame  privileges 
with  thole  of  Hereford  and  Bre- 
tril  ;  and  were  exempted  from  all 
fines  exceeding  twelve-pence,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafe  of  manflaughter,  theft, 
and  heinfurQy  i .  e.  the  depriving 
a  perlon  of  his  fervant. 

Edward  I.  made  this  town  a 
free  borough,  appointed  the  con- 
ftable  of  the  caflle  for  the  time 
being  to  be  mayor,  and  the  bai¬ 


liffs  to  be  chofen  annually  by  the 
burgefles  on  Michaelmas-day,  who 
were  to  be  prefented  to  the  con- 
ftable  to  be  fv/orn.  The  town 
was  to  have  power  of  imprifoning, 
except  in  fuch  cafes  which  aft'eft- 
ed  the  life,  or  lofs  of  limb  :  when 
criminals  of  this  nature  were  to 
be  committed  to  the  caflle,  bur¬ 
gefles  only  were  permitted  to  bail. 
No  Jews  were  to  inhabit  the 
town.  The  burgefles  had  a  foreffc 
and  free  warren  ;  a  gild  cum  ban  fa 
et  loth  et  Jhoth,  Joe  Jak  et  theam  et 
mjangenthejl  et  lib .  per  tot  am  terra?n 
de  Theoloniis  left  agio,  Muragio9 
Donegeldy  Gayivtte,  &c. 

This  charter  was  given  by  the 
king  at  Flint,  September  8th,  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign 
Te/HbiiSy  Rcb.  Bath  &  Id  ell jr, 
&c.  and  confirmed  by  Richard  II. 
at  Leicefler,  and  again  at  Weft- 
minfler. 

No  conftable  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  fince  the  days  of  Oliver  Crom- 
wel. 

The  burgefles  contribute  to¬ 
wards  elefling  a  member  for  the 
borough  of  Flint.  Thofe  who 
are  qualified  inhabit  the  place, 
and  that  part  of  the  parifh  called 
Rhuddlan  Franchife,  which  ex¬ 
tends  above  a  mile  from  the  town. 

The  parliament  faid  to  have 
been  held  here  in  1283,  by  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  was  probably  no  more 
than  a  council  aflcmbled  by  the 
conqueror,  to  divide  his  new  con- 
quefts  into  counties,  and  to  give 
falutary  laws  to  the  Welfh  ;  to 
aboliih  any  antient  cuftoms  which 
the  wife  prince  thought  detrimen¬ 
tal,  and  to  introduce  fuch  of  the 
Englifh  as  would  prove  of  ufe. 
This  was  not  done  haflily ;  for  in 
the  year  preceding,  a  commiflion 
had  been  appointed,  with  Tho- 
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mas  Beke,  Bifhop  of  St.  David, 
prefident ;  who  were  to  confider 
and  report  upon  oath  the  different 
laws  of  both  countries.  From 
their  refolutions  were  framed  the 
famous  Statute  of  Rhuddlan  ;  in 
which,  among  many  excellent  in- 
ftitutions,  were  introduced  fheriffs 
and  coroners,  their  powers  de¬ 
fined,  and  the  principal  crimes  of 
the  times  pointed  out  :  mod:  of 
which  were'  ads  of  violence,  ra¬ 
pine,  and  theft  ;  fuch  as  might 
be  expeded  to  exift  among  people  : 
an  evil  which  refulted  more  from 
the  turbulence  of  the  time,  than 
want  of  wholefome  laws. 

A  piece  of  antient  building, 
called  the  Parliament  Houle,  is 
Hill  to  be  feen  in  Rhuddlan  ;  pro¬ 
bably  the  place  where  the  king 
fat  in  council.  From  hence  he 
adually  pradifed  the  well-known 
deceit  of  giving  them  a  prince 
born  among  them,  who  never 
fpoke  a  word  of  Englifh,  and  whofe 
life  and  converfation  no  man  was 
able  to  ftain  :  all  which  our  dis¬ 
contented  nobility  eagerly  ^accept¬ 
ed,  little  thinking  the  peribn  in¬ 
tended,  to  be  the  infant  Edward, 
jull  born  at  Caernarvon. 


Hiftorkd  Account  of  Denbigh,  of 
its  £&jUe,  Churchy  Charter ,  Che, 
from  the  jame. 

A  Little  farther  Hands  Den¬ 
bigh,  placed,  like  Sterling, 
on  the  Hope  of  a  great  rock, 
crowned  with  a  cafUe.  Its  an¬ 
tient  Britilh  name  was  Caflell  Kled 
vryn  yn  Rhos,  or  the  Craggy 
Hill  in  Rhos,  the  former  name  of 
the  trad  in  which  it  is  feated. 
The  word  Dinbecb,  the  prefent 
Wellh  appellation,  figrjifies,  a 


fmall  hill,  which  it  is,  compara¬ 
tive  to  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains.  The  firffc  time  I  find  any 
mention  of  it,  is  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  1.  from 
whom  David,  in  defiance  of  his 
brother  Llewelyn,  chofe  to  hold 
this  lordfhip,  together  with  the 
cantred  of  Dyffryn  Clwyd.  He 
made  it  his  refidence  till  the  con- 
quefl  of  our  country,  foon  after 
which,  he  was  taken  near  the 
place,  and  carried,  loaden  with 
irons,  to  the  Englilh  monarch  at 
Rhuddlan. 

The  king  politically  fecured  his 
new  acquifitions,  by  bellowing  fe- 
veral  of  the  great  lordlhips  on  his 
followers.  He  gave  that  of  Den¬ 
bigh  to  Henry  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  built  the  caftle,  and 
inclofed  within  a  wall  the  fmall 
town  he  found  there.  Among 
other  privileges,  he  gave  his  val- 
fals  liberty  of  killing  and  deftroy- 
ing  all  manner  of  wild  beafts  on 
the  lordfhip,  except  in  certain 
parts  referred  out  of  the  grant ;  I 
fuppofe  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
particular  amufement  of  the  lord  ; 
for  I  find,  in  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VI.  the  names  of  five  parks  in 
this  lordfhip,  viz.  Moylewike, 
Carefnodooke,  Kylford,  Bagha, 
and  Pofey,  of  which  the  king 
conflituted  Owen  Tudor,  ranger. 
On  the  death  of  Lacy,  the  lord- 
lhip  palled  to  Thomas  Earl  of 
Lancafler,  by  virtue  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  with  Alicia,  daughter  of  the 
laft  polfeflbr.  After  the  attainder 
of  Thomas,  Edward  II.  bellowed 
it  on  Hugh  D’Elpencer ;  who 
proved  an  opprelllve  luperior,  and 
abridged  the  inhabitants  of  the 
privileges  granted  to  them  by 
Lacy,  By  the  fatal  end  of  that 
favourite,  *  it  fell  again  to  the 
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crown ;  and  was  given  by  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  to  another,  equally  un¬ 
fortunate,  Roger  Mortimer  Earl 
of  March  ;  whofe  death  enabled 
the  king  to  invert  with  his  lord- 
rtsip  William  Mountacute  Earl  of 
Salufoury.  He  died  in  1333  :  and 
on  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder  of 
the  Earl  of  March,  it  was  reftor- 
cd  to  his  family,  in  the  perfon  of 
his  grandfon  Roger  :  and  by  the 
marriage  of  Anne,  firter  to  another 
Roger,  laft  Earl  of  March,  with 
Richard  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  it  came  into  the  houfe  of 
Yorke,  and  fo  into  the  crown. 
Queen  Elizabeth  in  1563,  beftow-  v 
ed  it,  as  a  moft  valuable  gift,  on  her 
unmerited  minion,  Robert  Dudly 
Earl  of  Leicefter  ;  who  foon  made 
the  country  feel  the  weight  of  his 
oppretTion.  Notwithftanding  the 
tenants  made  him  a  prelent  ol  two 
thoufand  pounds  at  his  firft  en¬ 
trance  into  the  lordlhip,  he  re¬ 
mained  unfatisfied  ;  he  conftrain- 
ed  the  freeholders  to  raife  the  old 
rents  of  250I.  a  year,  to  8  or  900I. 
and  at  his  will  inclofed  the  wafte 
lands,  to  the  injury  of  the  tenants  ; 
who,  offended  at  his  rapacity, 
arofe  and  levelled  his  encroach¬ 
ments.  This  was  conftrued  into 
riot  and  rebellion  :  two  hopeful 
young  men,  of  the  houfe  ot  Lle- 
weni,  were  taken  to  Shrewfbury, 
tried  and  executed  there,  for  the 
pretended  olfence.  He  had  the  in- 
folence  even  to  mortgage  the  ma¬ 
nor  to  fome  merchants  of  London  ; 
and,  I  apprehend,  tricked  them 
for  their  credulity.  The  various 
diforders  which  rofe  from  thefe 
practices,  were  fo  great,  that  Eli¬ 
zabeth  interpoled,  and  by  charter 
confirmed  the  quiet  polfelhon  of 
the  tenants,  and  allayed  the  dis¬ 
contents.  Thefe  were  again  ex¬ 


cited  in  the  reign  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  by  the  vart  grant  made  to 
the  Earl  of  Portland.  The  fame 
ferments  arofe,  and  the  fame  means 
were  ufed  to  allay  them  :  at  pre- 
fent,  this,  and  the  other  great  ma¬ 
nors  of  Bromefield  and  Yale,  re¬ 
main  in  the  crown,  and  are  peace¬ 
fully  fuperintended  by  a  fteward 
appointed  by  the  king. 

The  caftle  and  inclofed  part  ot 
the  town,  took  up  a  very  confi- 
derable  fpace,  and  were  defended 
by  rtrong  walls  and  towers  :  the 
laft  are  chiefly  fquare.  There  are 
two  gates  to  the  outmoft  precindt  : 
that  called  the  Burgefles  Tower, 
is  large,  fquare,  and  built  Angu¬ 
larly,  with  fmall  afhler  ftones. 
The  other  was  called  the  Exche¬ 
quer  Gate,  in  which  the  lord’s 
court  was  kept.  Some  few  houfes, 
with  moft  beautiful  views,  are  at 
prefent  inhabited  in  this  part. 
Leland  fays,  that  there  had  been 
divers  rows  of  ftreets  ;  but  in  his 
time  there  were  fcarcely  eighty 
houfholders  within  thefe  walls. 
Here  ftands  the  chapel,  called  St. 
Hillary’s,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  garrifon,  now  the  place  of 
worfhip  for  the  town.  In  old 
times,  on  every  Sunday  here  were 
maffes  for  the  fouls  of  Lacy  and 
Percy.  Not  far  from  it  are  the 
remains  of  an  unfinifhed  church, 
a  hundred  and  feventv-nve  feet 
long,  and  feventy-one  broad,  and 
defigned  to  have  been  fupported 
bv  two  rows  of  pillars,  T  his  no¬ 
ble  building  was  begun  in  1379, 
as  appears  by  the  date  on  a  foun- 
dation-ftone.  It  was  to  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  for  at  prefent  it  is  much 
defaced  : 

i mo  Martii  1579 
Et  Regni  Re  :  Elizabeths  22. 

W. 
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On  the  other  fide  appeared, 

Veritas,  vita,  via.  Duo  funt  templa  Dei. 
Unu  mudus  i.  ein  :  eft  Pontirex  pri- 
mogenties  ejus  verbu  Dei  :  Alterum 
rationalia  anima  :  cujus  lacerdos  eft 
verus  homo. 

G.  A. 

This  church  was  begun  under 
the  aulpices  of  LeiceAer  :  but  it 
is  faid  that  he  left  off  his  build¬ 
ings  in  Wai.es,  by  reafon  of  the 
public  hatred  he  had  incurred  on 
account  of  his  tyranny.  A  lum 
was  afterwards  collected,  in  order 
to  complete  the  work  ;  but  it  is 
faid,  that  when  the  Earl  of  Effex 
paffed  through  Denbigh,  on  his 
Irilh  expedition,  he  borrowred  the 
money  deflined  for  the  purpole, 
which  was  never  repayed  ;  and  by 
that  means,  the  church  was  left 
unhniflied. 

The  caflle  crowns  the  lumrnit 
of  the  hill,  one  fide  of  which  is 
quite  precipitous.  The  entrance 
is  very  magnificent,  beneath  a 
gothic  arch,  over  which  is  the 
fiatue  of  Henry  Lacy,  fitting  in 
Lately  flowing  robes.  On  each 
fide  of  the  gate-way  flood  a  large 
octagonal  tower.  The  breaches 
in  it  are  vaft  and  awful  :  they 
ferve  to  difcover  the  antient  man¬ 
ner  6f  building :  a  double  wall 
appears  to  have  been  built,  with 
a  great  vacancy  between,  into 
which  was  poured  all  forts  of  rub- 
bilh,  ftone,  and  hot  mortar, 
which  time  confolidated  to  a  ftony 
hardncls.  This  part,  as  Leland 
fays,  was  never  completed,  the 
work  having  been  deferted  by  the 
earl,  on  the  lofs  of  his  eldeft  fon, 
who  wras  accidentally  drowned  in 
the  well,  whole  opening  is  flill 
to  be  feen  in  the  caflle  -  yard. 
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Charles  I.  lay  here  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1645,  after  his  re¬ 
treat  from  Chefler,  in  a  tower  ftiil 
called  Siamber  y  Brcnhin,  or  the 
King’s  tower. 

The  profpedt  through  the  brok¬ 
en  arches  is  extremely  fine,  ex¬ 
tending  in  parts  over  the  whole 
vale,  and  all  its  eaftern  hills,  from 
Moel  Venlli  to  Diferth  rock; 
a  rich  view,  but  deficient  in  water  : 
the  river  Clwyd  being  too  final  1 
to  be  feen  ;  and  in  great  rains  lo 
furious,  as  to  overflow  a  great  fpace 
cf  the  meadowy  tra£t. 

Leland  relates  a  particular  of 
this  fortrefs,  which  1  do  not  dif¬ 
cover  in  any  other  hiftorian  :  he 
fays,  that  Edward  IV.  was  be- 
fieged  in  it ;  and  that  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  retire,  on  condition 
that  he  ffould  quit  the  kingdom 
fur  ever.  The  only  time  in  which 
that  prince  was  constrained  to  ab¬ 
dicate  his  dominions,  was  in  1470, 
when  he  took  Ihipping  at  Lynn  ; 
not  by  reafon  of  any  capitulation 
with  his  enemies,  but  through  the 
delperate  fituation  of  his  affairs  at 
that  period. 

Jalper  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  had,  in  the  year  1459,  pof- 
feffed  this  place,  and  feveral  others 
in  the  principality,  in  behalf  of 
his  weak  half-brother,  Henry  VI. 
but  they  were  wrefted  from  him 
by  the  Yorkifls  in  the  following 
year.  In  1468  he  returned,  was 
joined  by  two  thoufand  Welfh,  and 
burnt  the  town  ;  meditating  rather 
revenge  than  conqueft. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1645,  the  parliament  army  ob¬ 
tained,  near  this  town,  a  moft  im¬ 
portant  victory  over  the  royalifts. 
The  latter,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  William  Vaughan,  had 
formed  a  confiderable  body  of 

forces. 


ANTI  QJJ  I  T  1  E  S.  137 


forces,  '  WclPn  and  Irifli,  with  a 
deiign  of  marching  to  the  relief 
of  Chefier,  then  befieged  :  Sir 
William  Brereton  had  notice  of 
the  defign,  and  immediately  de¬ 
tached  that  able  officer  Mytton, 
and  under  him  Colonel  {ones  and 
Colonel  Louthian,  with  one  thou- 
iand  four  hundred  horfe,  and  a 
thoufand  hot,  to  frudrate  the 
plan.  Muton  did  his  duty,  at¬ 
tacked  the  royalifts  with  vigor, 
and  in  feveral  hot  engagements,  to¬ 
tally  routed  them,  took  five  hun¬ 
dred  horle  and  four  hundred  foot, 
killed  one  hundred,  and  to  entire¬ 
ly  difperfed  them,  as  not  to  leave  a 
hundred  together  in  one  place. 

In  1646,  we  find  the  cadle  gar- 
rifoned  by  the  loyali firs  :  its  go¬ 
vernor  was  Colonel  William  Sa- 
lulbury,  of  Bachymbyd,  common¬ 
ly  called  Salulbury  Honlanau  Glei- 
fiau,  or  Blue  Stockings.  The 
fiege  was  began  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Major-general  Mytton, 
about  the  16th  of  July  ;  but  iuch 
was  the  gallant  defence  of  the  be¬ 
fieged,  that  it  was  not  furren- 
dered  till  the  3d  of  November, 
and  then  only  on  the  mod  honour¬ 
able  conditions.  It  is  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  notwithftanding 
the  orders  of  fallen  majedy,  in 
June,  for  the  general  furrender 
ot  every  garrifon  in  England  and 
Wales,  on  fair  and  honourable 
terms,  yet  the  fird  which  yielded  in 
North  Wales,  held  out  above  two 
months  longer  than  the  lad  Engliih 
cadle. 

The  priory’  of  Carmelites,  or 
White  Friars,  dood  at  the  bottom 
of  the  town.  It  was  founded  by 
John  Salulbury,  of  Lleweni,  who 
died,  as  appeared  from  a  muti¬ 
lated  brafs,  found  in  the  conven¬ 
tual  church,  on  the  7  th  of  March, 


1289.  Speed  afcribes  the  build¬ 
ing  to  one  John  de  Sunimore,  in 
1399;  but  the  infcription  fixes 
the  honour  On  Salulbury.  On  the 
diffiolution,  this  houfie  was  granted 
to  Richard  Andreas  and  William 
L’llle:  The  church,  now  con¬ 

verted  into  a  barn,  is  the  only 
remaining  building:  it  was  the 
burying- place  of  the  family  of 
the  founder,  till  the  reformation  j 
and  lome  of  their  tombs  were  to 
be  feen  here  within  memory  of 
man. 

The  prefent  town  covers  great 
part  of  the  dope  of  the  hill ;  and 
fome  ftreets  extend  along  the 
plain.  Its  manufactures  in  ffioes 
and  gloves  are  very  confiderable  ; 
and  great  quantities  are  annually 
fent  to  London,  to  the  great  ware- 
houfes  of  the  capital,  and  for  the 
purpofes  of  exportation. 

The  conftitution  of  this  bo¬ 
rough,  and  its  origin,  will  be  fully 
explained  by  the  following  tran- 
fcript,  communicated  to  me  by 
one  of  its  burgelfes.  It  begins 
with  citing  the  lad  charter,  which 
is  that  granted  by  King  Charles  II. 
which  recites  letters  patent  grant¬ 
ed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  dat¬ 
ed  at  Wedminder  the  20th  of 
June,  in  the  thirty-ninth,  year  of 
her  reign  ;  in  which  the  faid 
Queeh  recites,  “  That  feeing  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  by  his  letters  patent,  dat¬ 
ed  at  Northampton  the  29th  of 
Augud,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  hath  granted  to 
Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
that  ail  his  men  then  inhabiting 
his  town  of  Denbigh,  or  thatlhould 
for  ever  inhabit  it,  through  all  his 
territories,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Wales,  and  alfo 
through  the  counties  of  Cheder, 
Salop,  Stafford,  Glouceder,  Wcr- 

ceder. 
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cefter,  and  Hereford,  fhould  be 
free  and  acquitted  for  ever  from 
all  toll,  ftallage,  payage,  panage, 
murage,  pondage,  and  paftage  ; 
and  feeing  alfo  King  Edward  III. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  York 
the  27th  of  October,  in  Che  fixth 
year  of  his  reign,  hath,  for  jhim- 
felf,  and  his  heirs  and  fuccenhrs, 
then  inhabiting,  and  afterward  to 
inhabit,  the  faid  town,  fhould, 
through  the  kingdom  and  domi¬ 
nions,  be  freed  and  acquitted  from 
all  fuch  toll,  ftallage,  payage, 
murage,  pontage,  and  paftage  ; 
and  feeing  alfo  that  Richard  II. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at 
Weftminfter  the  2 2d  of  February, 
in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  to  the  abovefaid  men,  that 
the  afore  faid  town  of  Denbigh, 
and  half  a  mile  compafs  about  the 
town,  fhould  be  a  free  borough, 
and  that  the  men  inhabiting,  and 
afterwards  to  inhabit,  fhould  be 
free  burgeftes  ;  and  feeing  alfo  that 
Richard  III.  by  his  letters,  dated 
at  Weftminfter  the  loth'  of  De¬ 
cember,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his 
reign,  confirmed  the  aforefaid 
grants,  and  by  his  faid  letters  pa¬ 
tent  did  grant  unto  the  laid  bur¬ 
geftes,  their  heirs  and  aftigns,  be¬ 
ing  Englifhmen,  common  of  pas¬ 
ture  for  all  manner  of  cattle,  at 
all  times  in  the  year,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  pafture  of  the  town  and  foreft 
of  Liewency  ;  and  that  the  bur¬ 
geftes  aforefaid,  and  their  heirs 
and  aftigns,  fhould  be  free  and 
acquitted,  in  all  his  dominions  and 
tcintories  in  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  foe,  fac,  toll,  and  them, 
laftage,  ftallage,  payage,  pannage, 
pontage,  murage,  and  other  cui- 
toms  whatfoever.  And  the  afore- 
laid  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  faid 
letters  patent,  did  ordain,  confti- 
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tute,  grant,  and  confirm,  that  the 
town  and  borough  of  Denbigh 
may  extend,  on  every  fide,  one 
mile  and  a  half,  according  to  the 
common  acceptations  of  that  place, 
from  the  high  crofs  (landing  in  the 
market-place  of  the  faid  town  j 
and  that  the  laid  town  and  bo¬ 
rough  of  itfelf,  and  the  burgeftes 
of  the  faid  borough,  now  and 
hereafter  in  being,  be,  and  (hall 
be  for  ever  hereafter,  one  body 
corporate  and  politick,  in  things, 
fact,  and  name,  by  the  name  of 
“  The  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
Burgeftes  of  the  borough  of  Den¬ 
bigh  and  it  is  alfo  ordained, 
that  there  be  a  common  feal  for 
tranfadting  of  any  caufes  or  bufi- 
neftes  ;  and  alfo  ordained,  that 
there  be  two  aldermen,  two  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  two  coroners,  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  of  the  better  fort  and  beft 
reputed  of  the  burgeftes,  to  be  ca¬ 
pital  burgeftes  and  counfellors  of 
the  faid  borough. 

et  The  aldermen  and  bailiffs  are 
eledted  and  nominated  upon  Mi¬ 
chael  mas-day,  yearly.  There  are 
two  other  officers,  called  ferjeants 
at  mace  (or  mace-bearers)  for  the 
execution  of  pro ce lies  and  man¬ 
dates  iifuing  out  of  the  court  of 
the  faid  borough  ;  they  are  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  borough 
for  the  time  being. 

“  There  is  alfo  a  recorder  of  the 
faid  borough,  who  is  appointed  by 
the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capital 
burgeftes. 

“  Conftables,  leavelookers,  and 
other  inferior  officers,  are  like  wife 
appointed  by  the  aldermen,  bailiffs, 
and  capital  burgeftes. 

There  is  a  council  chamber, 
or  guild,  within  the  faid  borough, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  and  fit¬ 
ting  courts  of  convocation,  before 

the 
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the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capi¬ 
tal  burgedes. 

“  There  is  a  court  of  record, 
to  be  held  every  other  Friday 
through  the  year,  before  the  bai¬ 
liffs  of  the  faid  borough,  or  one 
of  them  ;  and  in  that  court,  by 
complaint  made  in  it,  they  may 
hold  all  and  all  manner  of  pleas, 
adlions,  fuits,  demands  of  all  forts 
of  tranfgrelfions  vi  et  arniis ,  or 
otherwil'e  ;  and  alfo  all  and  all 
manner  of  debts,  accompts,  bar¬ 
gains,  frauds,  detaining  of  deeds, 
writings,  muniments,  and  taking 
and  detaining  of  beads  and  cat¬ 
tle,  or  goods  ;  and  all  contrails 
whatfoever,  arifing  within  the 
faid  borough  ;  and  that  fuch  pleas, 
fuits,  and  actions,  be  heard  and 
terminated  before  the  bailiffs,  or 
one  of  them. 

“  The  aldermen  are  ju dices, 
and  hold  quarter  feffions,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  county  feffions  are 
held  by  datute,  .to  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  caufes  ;  but  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  cafe  of  death,  or  lofs  of  life 
or  limb. 

“  No  country  judice  to  inter¬ 
meddle  with  any  matters  or  things 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  the 
office  of  judice  of  the  peace,  which 
diall  arife  or  happen  within  the  bo¬ 
rough. 

“  Refiant  burgedes  are  to  ferve 
upon  jury  at  the  feffions. 

“  The  aldermen  and  bailiffs  are 
commilfioners  of  array. 

“  The  refiant  burgedes  are 
voters  for  a  member  for  the  bo¬ 
rough.” 


An  account  of  the  Antient  manner  of 
Hunting  in  Wales,  and  of  the 


Laws  relative  thereunto  ;  from  the 
fame • 

THE  Welfli  had  feveral  ani¬ 
mals  which  were  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  chace  ;  fuch  as,  y  Carw, 
or  the  dag  ;  Kaid  Wenyn,  a  fwarm 
of  bees  ;  and  y  Gleifiad,  or  the 
falmon.  Yr  Arth,  the  bear  ; 
y  Dringheddydd,  climbing  ani¬ 
mals,  I  fuppofe  wild  cats,  mar¬ 
tins,  and  fquirrels ;  and  Ceiliog 
Coed,  or  cock  of  the  wood.  And 
the  lad  divifion  was,  y  Llwynog, 
the  fox  ;  Y  fgyfarnog,  the  hare  ; 
and  yr  Ywrch,  the  roe.  Some  of 
the  above  come  very  improperly 
tinder  our  idea  of  hunting,  yet 
were  comprehended  in  the  code  of 
laws  relative  to  the  diverfion,  form¬ 
ed,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  Gryffyd  ap 
Cynan. 

I  fufpeft  alfo,  that  the  otter  was 
an  obje6t  of  diverfion  ;  there  being 
a  Cylch  Dyfrgwn,  or  an  annual 
payment,  by  the  Welfh,  for  the 
prince’s  water  dogs. 

The  three  fird  were  Helfa  Gyf- 
fredyn,  or  the  common  hunt.  The 
dag,  becaufe  he  was  the  nobled 
animal  of  chace  ;  and  becaufe  every 
body,  who  came  by  at  his  death, 
before  he  was  fkinne^,  might  clame 
a  fliare  in  him.  The  next  ani¬ 
mals  were,  Helfa  Gyfartnfa,  or 
the  animals  which  could  be  brought 
to  bay,  fuch  as  the  bear,  &c.  which 
were  hunted  with  hounds  till  they 
afcended  a  tree.  The  bird  men¬ 
tioned  here,  is  the  cock  of  the 
wood,  whofe  nature  it  is  to  fit 
perched  on  a  bough,  where  they 
will  gaze  till  they  are  fhot,  as  they 
were,  in  old  times,  by  the  bow,  or 
crofs-bow. 

The  third  divifion  was  Helfa 
Ddolef,  or  the  fiiouting  chace, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  attended  by  the  clamour 
ct  die  fportfmen ;  and  compre¬ 
hended  the  fox,  the  hare,  and  the 
roe.  The  method  of  hunting  was 
either  with  'hounds  or  greyhounds, 
which  they  let  flip  at  the  animals, 
holding  the  dogs  in  leafhes.  No 
one  was  to  flip  his  greyhound  when 
the  hounds  were  in  chace,  unlefs 
he  had  a  hound  in  the  pack,  on 
penalty  of  having  the  greyhound 
ham-ftrung  :  neither  was  it  allowed 
to  kill  any  animal  of  chace  on  its 
form,  or  at  reft,  on  pain  of  for¬ 
feiting  his  bow  and  arrow  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  When  feveral 
greyhounds,  the  property  of  dif¬ 
ferent  perfons,  were  flipt  at  any 
animal,  the  perfon  whofe  dog  was 
neareft  the  bead,  when  laft  in 
fight,  claimed  the  Ikin.  A  bitch 
was  excepted,  unlefs  it  was  proved 
£he  was  pregnant  by  a  dog  which 
had  before  won  a  Ikin. 

Every  perfon  who  carries  a  horn, 
muft  give  a  fcientihcal  account  of 
the  nine  objects  cf  chace,  or  elfe 
lie  will  be  looked  on  as  a  pretends 
and  forfeit  his  horn.  The 
fame  penalty  attends  the  Cynlla- 
fan,  or  leafh  ;  he  is  never  again 
to  wear  it  round  his  middle,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture ;  but  then  he 
rs  iufrered  to  wear  it  round  his 
arm.  •  -s 

1  he  antient  Welfh  held  the  flefli 
of  the  ftag,  hare,  wild  boar,  and 
the  beat,  to  be  the  greateft  delica¬ 
cies  among  the  beads  of  chace. 

I  he  prince  had  his  Pencynwidd, 
or  chief  huntfman.  He  was  the 
tenth  officer  of  the  court.  He  had 
for  his  own  fupper  one  difh  of 
meat  ;  and  after  it,  three  horns 
cf  mead,  one  from  the  king,  ano¬ 
ther  from  the  queen,  the  third 

'*  See  Leges  TValIiceei 


from  the  fteward  of  the  houffiold. 
He  was  never  to  fwear,  but  by 
his  horn  and  his  leafh.  He  had 
the  third  of  the  fines  and  heriocs 
of  all  the  other  huntfmen  ;  and 
likewife  the  fame  fiiare  of  the 
amobr ,  on  the  marriage  of  any 
of  their  daughters.  At  a  certain 
time  f  the  year,  he  was  to  hunt 
for  the  king  only  :  at  other  lea- 
fons,  he  was'  permitted  to  hunt 
for  himfelf.  His  horn  was  that  of 
an  ox,  of  a  pound  value.  He  had 
in  winter  an  ox’s  hide,  to  make 
leafhes  ;  in  fummer,  a  cow’s  to  cut 
into  fpatterdafties. 

The  king  had  liberty  of  hunting 
wherefbever  he  pleafed  ;  but  if  a 
beaft  was  hunted  and  killed  on  any 
gentleman's  eftate,  and  not  fol¬ 
lowed  and  clamed  by  the  huntfman 
that  night,  the  owner  of  the  land 
might  convert  it  to  his  own  ufe, 
but  was  to  take  good  care  of  the 
dogs,  and  preferve  the  fkin. 

The  penalty  of  killing  a  tame 
ftag  of  the  king’s,  was  a  pound  ; 
and  a  certain  tine,  if  it  was  a  wild 
one,  if  it  was  killed  between  a 
certain  day  in  November  and  the 
feaft  of  St.  John,  the  value  was 
flxty-pence  ;  but  the  fine  for  kill¬ 
ing  it,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
pence.  A  ftag  was  all'o  reckoned 
equivalent  to  an  ox  ;  a  hind  to  a 
well  grown  cow  ;  a  roe  to  a  goat ; 
a  wild  fow  to  a  tame  low  ;  a 
badger  had  no  value,  becaufe  in 
fome  years  it  was  meflead  j  wolves 
and  foxes,  and  other  noxious  ani¬ 
mals,  had  no  value,  becaufe  every 
body  was  allowed  to  kill  them  ;  and 
there  was  none  fet  upon  a  hare,  for 
a  very  Angular  reafon,  becaufe  it 
was  believed  every  other  month  to 
change  its  fex  *. 

xxxix.  2,56  to  7.6O' 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


General  <view  and  char  a  tier  of  the 
Poetry  of  Queen  Elizabeth’ s  Age  ; 
from  Warton’j  Hijlory  oj  Engliih 
Poetry . 

THE  age  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
is  commonly  called  the  gol¬ 
den  age  of  Englifti  poetry.  It 
certainly  may  not  improperly  be 
ftyled  the  mod  poetical  age  ol  tliele 
annals. 

Among  the  great  features  which 
ftrike  us  in  the  poetry  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  are  the  predominancy  of  fa¬ 
ble,  of  fiction,  and  fancy,  and  a 
predilection  for  intereiting  adven¬ 
tures  and  pathetic  events.  I  will 
endeavour  to  ailign  and  explain 
the  caufe  of  this  chara&eriftic 
diftin&ion,  which  may  chiefly  be 
referred  to  the  following  princi¬ 
ples,  fometimes  blended,  and 
fometimes  operating  fingly  :  The 
revival  and  vernacular  verflons  of 
the  dailies,  the  importation  and 
tranflation  of  Italian  novels,  the 
viflonary  reveries  or  refinements 
of  falfe  philosophy,  a  degree  of 
fuperftition  fuflicient  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  poetry,  the  adoption  of 
the  machineries  of  romance,  and 
the  frequency  and  improvements  of 
allegoric  exhibition  in  the  popular 
fpettacles. 

When  the  corruptions  and  iin- 
poftures  of  Popery  were  abolifli- 


ed,  the  fafliion  of  cultivating  the 
Greek  and  Roman  learning  be¬ 
came  univerfal  :  and  the  literary 
character  was  no  longer  appro¬ 
priated  to  l'cholars  by  profelhon, 
but  aflumed  by  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  The  eccleflaltics  had 
found  it  their  intcreil  to  keep  the 
languages  of  antiquity  to  them- 
l'elves,  and  men  were  eager  to 
know  what  had  been  lb  long  in- 
jurioufly  concealed.  Truth  pro¬ 
pagates  truth,  and  the  mantle  of 
myftery  was  removed  not  only 
from  religion  but  from  literature. 
The  laity,  who  had  now  been 
taught  to  aflert  their  natural  pri¬ 
vileges,  became  impatient  of  the 
old  monopoly  of  knowledge,  and 
demanded  admittance  to  the  ufur- 
pations  of  the  clergy.  The  ge¬ 
neral  curiofity  for  new  difeove- 
ries,  heightened  either  by  juft  or 
imaginary  ideas  of  the  treafures 
contained  in  the  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man  writers,  excited  all  perfons 
of  leilure  and  fortune  to  ftudy  the 
dailies.  The  pedantry  of  the 
prefen t  age  was  the  politenefs  of 
the  laft.  An  accurate  comere- 

4 

henfion  of  the  phrafeology  and  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  the  ancients  poets, 
hiftorians,  and  orators,  which  yet 
feldom  went  farther  than  a  kind 
of  technical  erudition,  was  an  in- 
difjpenfable  and  almoft  the  princi¬ 
pal 


t 


142]  annual  re 

pal  obje£t  in  the  circle  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman’s  education.  Every  young 
lady  of  fafhion  was  carefully  in- 
flituted  in  claffical  letters :  and 
the  daughter  of  a  duchefs  was 
taught,  not  only  to  diftil  ftrong 
waters,  but  to  conflrue  Greek. 
Among  the  learned  females  of 
high  diftin&ion,  Queen  Elizabeth 
herfelf  was  the  moll  confpicuous. 
Roger  Afcham,  her  preceptor, 
i’peaks  with  rapture  of  her  alio- 
niffiing  progrefs  in  the  Greek 
nouns  ;  and  declares  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  triumph,  that  during  a 
long  reiidence  at  Windfor-caftle, 
fhe  was  accuftomed  to  read  more 
Greek  in  a  day,  than  66  fome 
prebendary  of  that  church  did 
Latin,  in  one  week.”  And  al¬ 
though  perhaps  a  princefs  look¬ 
ing  out  words  in  a  lexicon,  and 
writing  down  hard  phrafes  from 
Plutarch’s  Lives,  may  be  thought 
at  prefent  a  more  incompatible 
and  extraordinary  character,  than 
a  canon  of  Windfor  underftanding 
no  Greek  and  but  little  Latin,  yet 
Elizabeth’s  pallion  for  thefe  acquifi- 
tions  was  then  natural ;  and  refult- 
<ed  from  the  genius  and  habitudes  of 
her  age. 

The  books  of  antiquity  being 
thus  familiarifed  to  the  great, 
every  thing  was  tinftured  with  an- 
tient  hiftory  and  mythology.  The 
heathen  gods,  although  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  the  Calvinifls  on  a 
fufpicion  of  their  tending  to  che- 
fifh  and  revive  a  fpirit  of  idolatry, 
came  into  general  vogue.  When 
the  queen  paraded  through  a 
country-town,  almofl  every  pa¬ 
geant  was  a  pantheon.  When  fhe 
paid  a  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  any  of 
her  nobility,  at  entering  the  hall 
fhe  was  faluted  by  the  Penates, 
and  conduced  to  her  privy-charm? 


GISTER,  1781. 

ber  by  Mercury.  Even  the  paftry- 
cooks  were  expert  my thologifts. 
At  dinner,  feleCt  transformations 
of  Ovid’s  metamorphofes  were  ex¬ 
hibited  in  confectionary  :  and  the 
fplendid  iceing  of  an  immenfe 
hiftoric  plumb-cake,  was  embof- 
fed  with  a  delicious  balfo-relievo 
of  the  deftruftion  of  Troy.  In 
the  afternoon,  when  Ihe  conde- 
feended  to  walk  in  the  garden, , 
the  lake  was  covered  with  Tri¬ 
tons  and  Nereids:  the  pages  of 
the  family  were  converted  into 
Wood-nymphs  who  peeped  from 
every  bower :  and  the  footmen 
gamboled  over  the  lawns  in  the 
figure  of' Satyrs.  I  fpeak  it  with¬ 
out  deligning  to  infmuate  any 
unfavourable  fufpicions,  but  it 
feems  difficult  to  fay,  why  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  virginity  fhould  have  been 
made  the  theme  of  perpetual  and 
exceffive  panegyric  :  nor  does  it 
immediately  appear,  that  there 
is  lefs  merit  or  glory  in  a  married 
than  a  maiden  queen.  Yet,  the 
next  morning,  after  fleeping  in  a 
room  hung  with  the  tapeftry  of  the 
voyage  of  Eneas,  when  her  ma- 
jefty  hunted  in  the  park,  fhe  was 
met  by  Diana,  who  pronouncing 
our  royal  prude  to  be  the  bright- 
eft  paragon  of  unfpotted  chaftity, 
invited  her  to  groves  free  from  the 
intrufions  of  ACteon.  The  truth 
is,  fhe  was  fo  profufely  flattered 
for  this  virtue,  becaufe  it  was 
efteemed  the  charaCteriftical  orna¬ 
ment  of  the  heroines,  as  fantaftic 
honour  was  the  chief  pride  of  the 
champions,  of  the  old  barbarous 
romance.  It  was  in  conformity 
to  the  fentiments  of  chivalry, 
which  (till  continued  in  vogue, 
that  fhe  was  celebrated  for  cliafti- 
ty  :  the  compliment,  however,  was 
paid  in  a  claffical  allufion. 


Queens 
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Queens  mud  be  ridiculous  when 
they  would  appear  as  women. 
The  Softer  attractions  of  fex  va- 
nifh  on  the  throne.  Elizabeth 
fought  all  occafions  of  being  ex¬ 
tolled  for  her  beauty,  of  which 
indeed  in  the  prime  of  her  youth 
flie  poffeffed  but  a  fmall  Share, 
whatever  might  have  been  her  pre¬ 
tentions  to  abfolute  virginity. 
Notwithdanding  her  exaggerated 
habits  of  dignity  and  ceremony, 
and  a  certain  affectation  of  impe¬ 
rial  feverity,  {he  did  not  perceive 
this  ambition  of  being  compli¬ 
mented  for  beauty,  to  be  an  idle 
and  unpardonable  levity,  totally 
inconfident  with  her  high  dation 
and  character.  As  the  conquered 
all  nations  with  her  arms,  it  mat- 
•  ters  not  what  were  the  triumphs 
of  her  eyes.  Of  what  confe- 
quence  was  the  complexion  of  the 
midrefs  of  the  world  ?  Not  lefs 
vain  of  her  perfon  than  her  poli¬ 
tics,  this  {lately  coquet,  the 
guardian  of  the  Protedant  faith, 
the  terror  of  the  fea,  the  media¬ 
trix  of  the  factions  oi  France,  and 
the  fcourge  of  Spain,  was  infi¬ 
nitely  mortified,  if  an  embalfador, 
at  the  fird  audience,  did  not  tell 
her  (he  was  the  fined  woman  in 
Europe.  No  negociation  fucceed- 
ed  unlefs  She  was  addreffed  as  a 
goddefs.  Encomiaftic  harangues 
drawn  from  this  topic,  even  on 
the  fuppofition  of  youth  and  beau¬ 
ty,  were  furely  fuperfiuous,  un- 
iuitable,  and  unworthy  ;  and  were 
foffered  and  received  with  an  equal 
impropriety.  Yet  when  {he  rode 
through  the  ftreets  of  the  city  of 
[Norwich,  Cupid,  at  the  command 
of  trie  mayor  and  aldermen,  ad¬ 
vancing  from  a  groupe  of  gods 
Kvho  had  left  Olympus  to  grace 
the  procelhon,  gave  her  a  golden 


arrow,  the  moll  elfeClive  weapon 
of  his  welFfurniflied  quiver,  which 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  irre- 
fidible  charms  was  fure  to  wound 
the  mofl  obdurate  heart.  “  A 
gift,  fays  honed  Hollinlhed,  which 
her  ma jelly,  now  verging  to  her 
fiftieth  year,  received  very  thank¬ 
fully.”  In  one  of  the  fuifome  in¬ 
terludes  at  court,  where  {he  was 
prefent,  the  finging-boys  of  her 
chapel  prefen  ted  the  dory  of  the 
three  rival  goddedes  on  >  Mount 
Ida,  to  which  her  majedy  was  in¬ 
geniously  added  as  a  fourth  :  and 
Paris  was  arraigned  in  form  for 
adjudging  the  golden  apple  to  Ve¬ 
nus,  which  was  due  to  the  Queen 
alone. 

This  inundation  of  clafUcal  pe¬ 
dantry  foon  infeCted  our  poetry. 
Our  writers,'  already  trained  in 
the  fchool  of  fancy,  were  fudden- 
ly  dazzled  with  thefe  novel  ima¬ 
ginations,  and  the  divinities  and 
heroes  of  pagan  antiquity  deco¬ 
rated  every  compofition.  The 
perpetual  allufions  to  antient  fa¬ 
ble  were  often  introduced  without 
the  lead  regard  to  propriety7, 
Shakefpeare’s  Mrs.  Page,  who  is 
not  intended  in  any  degree  to  be 
a  Idarned  or  an  affeCted  ladv, 
laughingat  the  cumberfome  court¬ 
ship  of  her  corpulent  lover  Fal- 
dalfe,  fays,  “  I  had  rather  be  a 
giantefs  and  lie  under  mount  Pe- 
iion.”  This  familiarity  with  the 
Pagan  dory  was  not,  however,  (o 
much  owing  to  the  prevailing  ftu- 
dy  of  the  original  authors,  as  to 
the  numerous  Engiifli  verfions  of 
them,  which  were  confequently 
made.  The  tranllations  of  the 
dallies,  which  now  employed  every 
pen,  gave  a  currency  and  a  cele¬ 
brity  to  thefe  fancies,  and  had 
the  effect  of  diffusing  them  among 
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the  people.  No  fooner  were  they 
delivered  from  the  pale  of  the 
fcholaftic  languages,  than  they 
acquired  a  general  notoriety. 
Ovid’s  metamorphofes  juft  *tran- 
ftated  by  Golding,  to  inftance  no 
farther,  dtfclofed  a  new  world  of 
fiction,  even  to  the  illiterate.  As 
we  had  now  all  the  antient  fables 
in  Englilb,  learned  allufions, 
whether  in  a  poem  or  a  pageant, 
were  no  longer  obfeure  and  unin¬ 
telligible  to  common  readers  and 
common  fpe&ators.  And  here  we 
are  led  to  obferve,  that  at  this 
reftoration  of  the  dallies,  we  were 
firft  ftruck  only  with  their  fabu¬ 
lous  inventions.  We  did  not  at¬ 
tend  to  their  regularity  of  defign 
and  juftnefs  of  fentiment.  A  rude 
age,  beginning  to  read  thefe  writ¬ 
ers,  imitated  their  extravagancies, 
not  their  natural  beauties.  And 
thefe,  like  other  novelties,  were 
purfued  to  a  blameable  excefs. 

I  have  before  given  a  (ketch  of 
the  introduction  of  claffical  fto- 
ries,  in  the  fplendid  fhow  exhi¬ 
bited  at  the  coronation  of  Queen 
Anne  Boleyn,  But  that  is  a  rare 
and  a  premature  inftance  :  and 
the  Pagan  fictions  are  there  com¬ 
plicated  with  the  Barbarifms  of 
the  Catholic  worfhip,  and  the 
doCtrines  of  Scholaftic  theology. 
Claffical  learning  was  not  then  fo 
widely  fpread,  either  by  ftudy  or 
tranflation,  as  to  bring  thefe  learn¬ 
ed  fpeCtacles  into  fafhion,  to  frame 
them  with  fufficient  Ikill,  and  to 
prelent  them  with  propriety. 

Another  capital  fource  of  the 
poetry  peculiar  to  this  period, 
confifted  in  the  numerous  tranfla- 
tions  of  Italian  tales  into  Eng¬ 
lish.  Thefe  narratives,  not  deal¬ 
ing  altogether  in  romantic  inven¬ 
tions,  but  in  real  life  and,  manners. 


and  in  artful  arrangements  of  fic¬ 
titious  yet  probable  events,  af¬ 
forded  a  new  gratification  to  a 
people  which  yet  retained  their 
antient  relifh  for  tale- telling,  and 
became  the  ,  fafhionable  aitfufe- 
ment  of  all  who  profelfed  to  read 
for  pleafure.  They  gave  rife  to 
innumerable  playg  and  poems, 
which  would  not  otherwilb  have 
exifted  ;  and  turned  the  thoughts 
of  our  writers  to  new  inventions 
of  the  fame  kind.  Before  thele 
books  became  common,  affeCtin^ 
fituatiens,  the  combination  of  in¬ 
cident,  and  the  pathos  of  cata- 
ftrophe,  were  almoft  unknown. 
Diftreft,  efpecially  that  arifing 
from  tife^confiiCls  of  the  tender 
palfion,  had  not  yet  been  fhewn 
in  its  moft  interefting  forms.  It 
was  hence  our  poets,* particularly 
the  dramatic,  borrowed  ideas  of  a 
legitimate  plot,  and  the  compli-^ 
cation  of  faCts  neceffary  to  confti- 
tute  a  ftory  either  of  the  comic  or 
tragic  fpecies.  In  proportion  as 
knowledge  increaled,  genius  had 
wanted  lubjeCts  and  materials. 
Thefe  pieces  ufurped  the  place  of 
legends  and  chronicles.  And  al¬ 
though  the  old  hiftorical  fongs  of 
the  minftrels  contained  much  bold 
adventure,  heroic  enterprife,  and 
ftrong  touches  of  rude  delineation, 
yet  they  failed  in  that  multipli¬ 
cation  and  difpofition  of  circum- 
ftances,  and  in  that  defeription  of 
characters  and  events  approaching 
nearer  to  truth  and  reality,  which 
were  demanded  by  a  more  dif- 
cerning  and  curious  age.  Even 
the  rugged  features  cf  the  original 
Gothic  romance  were  foftened  by 
this  fort  of  reading:  and  the  Ita¬ 
lian  paftoral,  yet  with  fome  mix^- 
ture  of  the  kind  of  incident  de- 
feribed  in  Heliodorus’s  Ethiopic 
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lii  flory  now  newly  tranilatcd,  was 
engrafted  on  the  feudal  manners  in 
Sydney’s  Arcadia. 

But  the  reformation  had  not 
yet  deftroyed  every  delufion,  nor 
difwichanted  the  drong  holds  of 
luperdition.  A  few,  dim  cha¬ 
racters  w?ere  yet  legible  in  the 
mouldering  creed  of  tradition. 

o 

livery  goblin  of  ignorance  did 
not  vanifh  at  the  firft  glimmerings 
of  the  morning  of  lcience.  Rea- 
Ion  differed  a  few  demons  frill  to 
linger,  which  the  chol'e  to  retain 
in  her  fervice  under  the  guidance 
of  poetry.  Men  believed,  or 
were  willing  to  believe,  that  fpi- 
fits  were  yet  hovering  around, 
who  brought  with  them  airs  jrom 
heaven,  or  blajis  Jrom  hell ,  that  the 
ghoft  was  duely  releafed  from  his 
prifon  of  torment  at  the  found  of 
the  curfue,  and  that  fairies  im¬ 
printed  myfterious  circles  on  the 
turf  by  moonlight.  Much  ol  this 
credulity  was  even  confecrated  by 
the  name  of  fcience  and  profound 
{peculation.  Prolpero  had  not  yet 
broken  and  buried  his  Jlaff,  nor 
drowned  his  book  deeper  than  did 
ever  plummet  fcundp  It  was  now 
that  the  alchymift,  and  the  ju¬ 
dicial  adrologer,  conducted  his 
occult  "operations  by  the  potent 
intercourle  of  fome  preternatural 
being,  who  came  obfequious  to 
his  call,  and  was  bound  to  accom- 
plilh  his  fcvereR  fervices,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  li¬ 
mited  duration  of  time.  It  was 
actually  one  of  the  pretended  feats 
of  thefe  fantailic  philofophers,  to 
evoke  the  Queen  of  the  Fairies  in 
the  lolitude  of  a  gloomy  grove, 
who,  preceded  by  fudden  ruff¬ 
ling  of  the  leaves,  appeared  in 
robes  of  tranfeendent  luftre.  The 
bhakefpeare  of  a  more  inftrufted 
Vol.  XXIV, 


and  polifhed  age,  would  not  have 
given  us  a  magician  darkening 
the  fun  at  noon,  the  labbath  of 
the  witches,  and  the  cauldron  of 
incantation. 

Undoubtedly  mold  of  thefe  no¬ 
tions  were  credited  and  enter¬ 
tained  in  a  much  higher  degree, 
in  the  preceding  periods.  But 
the  arts  of  compofition  had  not 
then  made  a  diffident  progrefs, 
nor  would  the  poet  of  thofe  pe¬ 
riods  have  managed  them  with  lo 
much  addrefs  and  judgment.  W.e 
were  now  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  the  national  credulity,  chas¬ 
tened  by  reafon,  had  produced  a 
fort  of  civilized  fuperdition,  and 
left  a  fet  of  traditions,  fanciful 
enough  for  poetic  decoration,  and 
yet  not  too  violent  and  chimerical 
for  common  lenfe.  Hobbes,  al¬ 
though  no  friend  to  this  doctrine, 
obferves  happily,  (i  In  a  good 
poem  both  judgment  and  fancy 
are  required  :  but  the  fancy  muff 
be  more  eminent,  becaule  they 
pieafe  for  the  Extravagancy,  but 
ought  not  to  dilpleafe  by  Indij - 
ere  t ion.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  Gothic 
romance,  although  fomewhat 
fhook  by  the  clafiicai  fictions,  and 
by  the  tales  of  Boccace  and  Ban- 
deilo,  dill  maintained  its  ground  ; 
and  the  daring  machineries  of 
giants,  dragons,  and  inchanted 
cadles,  borrowed  from  the  magic 
dorehoufe  of  Boiardo,  Ariofto, 
and  Talfo,  began  to  be  employed 
by  the  epic  mufe.  Thefe  orna¬ 
ments  have  been  cenlured  by  the 
bigotry  of  precife  and  fervile  cri¬ 
tics,  as  abounding  in  whirnfical 
ablurdities,  and  as  unwarrantable 
deviations  from  the  practice  of 
Homer  and  Virgil.  The  author 
of  An  Enquiry  info  the  Life  and 
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Writings  of  Homer  is  willing  to 
allow  fertility  of  genius,  and  a 
felicity  of  exprefiion,  to  TafTo  and 
Ariofto ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
complains,  that,  “  quitting  life, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  aeiral 
beings  and  Utopian  chara&ers, 
and  filed  their  works  with  charms 
and  vifions,  the  modern  fupple- 
ments  of  the  marvellous  and  fu- 
blime.  The  belt  poets  copy  na¬ 
ture,  and  give  it  fuch  as  they 
find  it.  When  once  they  lofe 
fight  of  this,  they  write  falfe,  be 
their  talents  ever  fo  great.”  But 
what  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe  Uto¬ 
pians,  the  Cyclopes  and  the  Le- 
ftrigons  in  the  Odyfley  ?  The 
hyppogrif  of  Ariofto  may  be  op- 
poled  to  the  harpies  of  Virgil.  If 
leaves  are  turned  into  fhips  in  the 
Orlando,  nymphs  are  transformed 
into  (hips  in  the  Eneid.  Cacus  is 
a  more  unnatural  favage  than  Ca¬ 
liban.  Nor  am  1  convinced,  that 
the  imagery  of  Ifmeno’s  necro¬ 
mantic  foreft:  in  the  Gierufa- 
lemme  Liberata,  guarded  by  walls 
and  battlements  of  fire,  is  lefis 
marvellous  and  fublime,  than  the 
leap  of  Juno’s  horfes  in  the  Iliad, 
celebrated  by  Longinus  for  its  lin¬ 
gular  magnificence  and  dignity. 
On  the  principles  of  this  critic, 
Voltaife’s  Henriad  may  be  placed 
at.  the  head  of  the  modern  epic. 
But  I  forbear  to  anticipate  my 
opinion  of  a  fyftem,  which  will 
more  properly  be  confidered,  when 
I  come  to  fpeak  of  Spenfer.  I 
mull,  however,  obferve  here,  that 
the  Gothic  and  Pagan  fictions  were 
now  frequently  blended  and  in¬ 
corporated.  The  Lady  of  the 
Lake  floated  in  the  fuite  of  Nep¬ 
tune  before  Queen  Elizabeth  at 
Kenilworth  :  Ariel  alTumes  the 
femblance  of  a  lea- nymph,  and 


Hecate,  by  an  eafy  aftociation, 
conducts  the  rites  of  the  weird  fif- 
ters  in  Macbeth. 

Allegory  had  been  derived  from 
the  religious  dramas  into  our  civil 
fpeCtacles.  The  malques  and 
pageantries  of  the  age  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  were  not  only  furnilhed  by 
the  heathen  divinities,  but  often 
by  the  virtues  and  vices  imper- 
fonated,  fignificantly  decorated, 
accurately  diftinguifhed  by  their 
proper  types,  and  reprefented  by 
living  actors.  The  antient  fym- 
bolical  Ihews  of  this  fort  began 
now  to  lofe  their  old  barbarifm 
and  a  mixture  of  religion,  and  to 
alfume  a  degree  of  poetical  ele¬ 
gance  and  precifion.  Nor  was  it 
only  in  the  conformation  of  par¬ 
ticular  figures  that  much  fancy 
was  flhewn,  but  in  the  contexture 
of  fome  of  the  fables  or  devices 
prefented  by  groupes  of  ideal  per- 
fonages.  Thefe  exhibitions  quick¬ 
ened  creative  invention,  and  re¬ 
flected  back  on  poetry  what  poetry 
had  given.  From  their  familiari¬ 
ty  and  public  nature,  they  form¬ 
ed  a  national  tafte  for  allegory  ; 
and  the  allegorical  poets  were 
now  writing  to  the  people.  Even 
romance  was  turned  into  this 
channel.  In  the  Fairy  Queen, 
allegory  is  wrought  upon  chival¬ 
ry,  and  the  feats  and  figments  of 
Arthur’s  round  table  are  moraliz¬ 
ed.  The  virtues  of  magnificence 
and  chaftity  are  here  perfonified  : 
but  they  are  imaged  with  the 
forms,  and  under  the  agency  of 
romantic  knights  and  damfels. 
What  was  an  after-thought  in 
T aflb,  appears  to  have  been  Spen- 
fer’s  premeditated  and  primary 
defign.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
rauft  not  confound  thefe  moral 
combatants  of  the  Fairy  Queen 
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'with  fome  of  its  other  embodied 
abftractions,  which  are  purely  and 
profefledly  allegorical. 

It  may  here  be  added,  that  only 
a  few  critical  treatifes,  and  but 
one  Art  of  Poetry,  were  now 
written.  Sentiments  and  images 
were  not  abfolutely  determined  by 
the  canons  of  compofition  :  nor 
was  genius  awed  by  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  a  future  and  final  arraign¬ 
ment  at  the  tribunal  of  tafte.  A 
certain  dignity  of  inattention  to 
niceties  is  now  vifible  in  our 
writers.  Without  too  clofely  con- 
fulting  a  criterion  of  corre&nefs, 
every  man  indulged  his  own  ca- 
pricioufnefs  of  invention.  The 
poet’s  appeal  was  chiefly  to  his 
own  voluntary  feelings,  his  own 
immediate  and  peculiar  mode  of 
conception.  And  this  freedom  of 
thought  was  often  exprefled  in  an 
undilguifed  franknefs  of  diction. 
A  circumftance,  by  the  way,  that 
greatly  contributed  to  give  the 
flowing  modulation  which  now 
marked  the  meafures  of  our  poets, 
and  which  foon  degenerated  into 
the  oppofite  extreme  of  diflonance 
and  afperity.  Selection  and  dif- 
crimination  were  often  overlooked. 
Shakefpeare  wandered  in  purluit 
of  univerfal  nature.  The  glanc- 
ings  of  his  eye  are  from  heaven  to 
earth,  from  earth  to  heaven.  We 
behold  him  breaking  the  barriers 
of  imaginary  method.  In  the 
fame  fcene,  he  defcends  from  his 
meridian  of  the  nobleil  tragic  fu- 
blimity,  to  puns  and  quibbles,  to 
the  meaneft  merriments  of  a  ple¬ 
beian  farce.  In  the  midft  of  his 
dignity,  he  refembles  his  own 
Richard  the  Second,  the  flipping 
king,  who  fometimes  difcarding 
the  ftate  of  a  monarch. 

Mingled  hb  royalty  v/ith  carping  fools. 
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He  feems  not  to  have  feen  any 
impropriety,  in  the  mod  abrupt 
tranfitions,  from  dukes  to  buf¬ 
foons,  from  fenators  to  Tailors, 
from  counfellors  to  conftables,  and 
from  kings  to  clowns.  Like  Vir¬ 
gil’s  majeftic  oak, 

———Quantum  vertice  ad  auras 
Attherias,  tantum  radice  in  Tartara 
tendit. 

No  Satires,  properly  fo  called, 
were  written  till  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  queen’s  reign,  and 
then  but  a  few.  Pi&ures  drawn 
at  large  of  the  vices  of  the  times, 
did  not  fuit  readers  who  loved  to 
wander  in  the  regions  of  artificial 
manners.  The  Mufe,  like  the 
people,  was  too  folemn  and  re¬ 
served,  too  ceremonious  and  pe¬ 
dantic,  to  ftoop  to  common  life. 
Satire  is  the  poetry  of  a  nation 
highly  polilhed. 

The  importance  of  the  female 
charadter  was  not  yet  acknow¬ 
ledged,  nor  were  ( women  admitted 
into  the  general  commerce  of  fo- 
ciety.  The  effeCt  of  that  inter- 
courfe  had  not  imparted  a  comic 
air  to  poetry,  nor  foftened  the  fe- 
verer  tone  of  our  verfification  with 
the  levities  of  gallantry,  and  the 
familiarities  of  compliment,  fome¬ 
times  perhaps  operating  on  fe- 
rious  fubjeCts,  and  imperceptibly 
fpreadi ng  themlelves  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  habits  of  ftyle  and  thought. 

I  do  not  mean  to  infinuate,  that 
our  poetry  has  fuffered  from  the 
great  change  of  manners,  which 
this  aflumption  of  the  gentler  fex, 
or  rather  the  improved  ftate  of 
female  education,  has  produced, 
by  giving  elegance  and  variety  to 
life,  by  enlarging  the  lphere  of 
converfation,  and  by  multiplying 
the  topics  and  enriching  the  ftores 
L  2  of 
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of  wit  and  humour.  But  I  am 
marking  the  peculiarities  of  com¬ 
position  :  and  my  meaning  was  to 
jugged,  that  the  abfence  of  fo  inu 
'  portant  a  circumdance  from  the 
modes  and  conditution  of  antient 
life,  mud  have  influenced,  the 
cotemporary  poetry.  Of  the  date 
of  manners  among  our  anceftors 
refpefting  this  point,  many  traces 
remain.  Their  dyle  of  courtdiip 
may  be  collected  from  the  love- 
dialogues  of  Hamlet,  young  Per¬ 
cy,  Henry  the  Fifth,  and  Mad:er 
Fenton.  Their  tragic  heroines, 
their  Defdemonas  and  Ophelias, 
although  of  fo  much  confequence 
m  the  piece,  are  degraded  to  the 
hack-ground.  In  comedv,  their 
ladies  are  nothing  more  than  merry 
wives,  plain  and  chearful  matrons, 
who  (land  upon  charinefs  of  their 
honefty.  In  the  fmaller  poems,  if 
a  lover  praifes  his  mid  refs,  fhe  is 
complimented  in  drains  neither 
polite  nor  pathetic,  without  ele¬ 
gance  and  without  affection :  die 
is  defcribed,  not  in  the  addrefs  of 
intelligible  yet  artful  panegyric, 
not  in  the  real  colours,  and  with 
the  genuine  accomplishments,  of 
nature*  but  as  an  eccentric  ideal 
being  of  another  fyftem,  and  as 
infpiring  fentiments  equally  un¬ 
meaning,  hyperbolical,  and  unna¬ 
tural. 

All  or  mod  of  thele  circum- 
flances,  contributed  to  give  a  cle- 
fcriptive,  a  pidturefque,  and  a 
figurative  cad  to  the  poetical  lan¬ 
guage..  'This  effect  appears  even 
in  the  profe  compofitiohs  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  fubfe- 
quent  age,  profe  became  the  langu¬ 
age  of  poetry. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  know¬ 
ledge  was  increafing  with  a  wide 
di'tfufion  and  a  hady  rapidity. 


Books  began  to  be  multiplied, 
and  a  variety  of  the  mod  ufeful 
and  rational  topics  had  been  dif- 
c uded  in  our  own  language.  But 
fcience  had  not  made  too  great 
advances.  On  the  whole,  we 
were  now  arrived  at  that  period, 
propitious  to  the  operation  of  ori¬ 
ginal  and  true  poetry,  when  the 
coynefs  of  fancy  was  not  always 
proof  againd  the  approaches  of 
reafon*  when  genius  wns  rather 
directed  than  governed  by  judg¬ 
ment,  and  when  tade  and  learn¬ 
ing  had  fo  far  only  difciplined 
imagination,  as  to  Puffer  its  ex- 
ceffes  to  pafs  without  cenfure  or 
c.ontroul,  for  the  fake  of  the 
beauties  to  which  they  were  al- 


A  jhort  Hiflorical  Account  of  Athens, 
from  the  time  oj  her  Berdan 
1 Triumphs ,  to  that  of  her  becom¬ 
ing  Jubjed  to  the  T  urks — Sketch 
during  this  long  interval ,  of  her 
Political  und  Literary  State  ;  of 
her  Philofophers  >  of  her  Gymna - 
fa  ;  of  her  good  and  bad  fortune , 
See.  Sic. — - Manners  of  the  prefent 
Inhabitants — Olives  and  Phoney  ; 
f  rom  HarrisA  Philological  Inquiries. 

T  AVING  mentioned  Athens, 

J.  J  hope  that  celebrated  city 
will  judify  a  digredion,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  that  digredion  will 
terminate  in  events,  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  very  age,  of  which  we 
are  now  writing.  But  his  expe¬ 
dient  to  reduce  matters  from  a 
much  earlier  period. 

When  the  Athenians  had  deli¬ 
vered  themfelves  from  the  tyran¬ 
ny  of  Pififtratus,  and  after  this  had  ' 
defeated  the  vad  efforts  of  the 
Periians,  and  that  againd  two  fuc- 
cefiive  invaders,  Darius  and  Xer¬ 
xes, 
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xes,  they  may  be  confidered  as  at 
the  iummit  of  their  national  glory. 
For  more  than  half  a  century  af¬ 
terwards  they  maintained,  with¬ 
out  controul,  the  fovereignty  of 
Greece. 

As  their  tafte  was  naturally 
good,  arts  of  every  kind  foon  rote 
among  them  and  tiouriflied.  Va¬ 
lour  had  given  them  reputation  j 
reputation  gave  them  an  afceri- 
dant :  and  that  afcendant  pro¬ 
duced  a  fecurity,  which  left  their 
minds  at  eafe,  and  gave  them  lei  - 
lure  to  cultivate  every  thing  libe¬ 
ral,  or  elegant*. 

It  was  then  that  Pericles  adorned 
the  city  with  temples,  theatres, 
and  other  beautiful  public  build¬ 
ing.  Phidias,  the  great  fculptor, 
was  employed  as  his  architect,  who, 
when  he  had  eredted  edifices, 
adorned  them  himfelf,  and  added 
ftatues  and  Baffo-relievo’s,  the 
admiration  ol  every  beholder.  It 
was  then  that  Polygnotus  and 
Myro  painted  ;  that  Sophocles 
and  Euripides  wrote  ;  and  not  long 
after,  that  they  law  the  divine  So¬ 
crates. 

Human  affairs  are  by  nature 
prone  to  change,  and  hates  as 
well  as  individuals  are  born  to 
decay.  Jealoufy  and  ambition 
infenfibly  fomented  wars,  and  fuc- 
cefs  in  thefe  wars,  as  in  others, 
was  often  various.  The  military 
ftrength  of  the  Athenians  was  firft 
impaired  by  the  Lacedaemonians  ; 
after  that,  it  was  again  humiliat¬ 
ed,  under  Epaminondas,  by  the 
Thebans  ;  and  laft  of  all  it  was 
wholly  crufhed  by  the  Macedonian, 
Philip. 


But  though  their  political  fove¬ 
reignty  was  loft,  yet,  happily  for 
mankind  their  love  of  literature 
and  arts  did  not  link  alon?  with 

•  O 

it. 

Juft  at  the  clofe  of  their  golden 
days  of  empire  flourifhed  Xeno¬ 
phon  and  Plato,  the  difciples  of 
Socrates,  and  from  Plato  defcend- 
ed  that  race  of  Philofophers,  called 
the  Old  Academy. 

Ariftotle,  who  was  Plato’s  di- 
fciple,  may  be  faid,  not  to  have 
invented  a  new  philofophy,  but 
rather  to  have  tempered  the  fu- 
blime,  and  rapturous  myfteries  of 
his  mafter  with  method,  order,  and 
a  ftri&er  mode  of  reafoning. 

Zeno,  who  was  himfelf  alfo 
educated  in  the  principles  of  PH- 
tonifm,  only  differed  from  Plato 
in  the  comparative  eftimate  of 
things,  allowing  nothing  to  be 
intrinlically  good  but  virtue,  no¬ 
thing  intrinfically  bad  but  vice, 
and  confidering  all  other  things  to 
be  in  themfelves  indifferent. 

He  too  and  Ariftotle  accurately 
cultivated  Logic,  but  in  different 
ways ;  for  Ariftotle  chiefly  dwelt 
upon  the  fimple  fyllogifm  ‘r  Zeno 
upon  that  which  is  derived  out  of 
it,  the  compound  or  hypothetic. 
Both  too,  as  well  as  other  philo¬ 
fophers,  cultivated  Rhetoric  along 
with  Logic  ;  holding  a  knowledge 
in  both  to  be  requifite  for  thole, 
who  think  of  addrefting  mankind 
with  all  the  efficacy  of  perfuafion. 
Zeno  elegantly  illuftrated  the 
force  of  thefe  two  powers  by  a 
fimile  :  taken  from  the  hand  :  the 
clofe  power  of  Logic  he  compared 
to  the  hft,  or  hand  compreft  j  the 


*  It  was  in  a  fimilar  period  ef  triumph,  after  a  formidable  adverfary  had  been 
crufhed,  that  the  Romani;  began  to  cultivate  a  more  refined  and  polifhed  literature. 


diffufo 
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diffufe  power  of  Logic,  to  the 
palm,  or  hand  open. 

I  lhall  mention  but  two  fe&s 
more,  th£  New  Academy,  and  the 
Epicurean, 

The  New  Academy,  fo  called 
from  the  Old  Academy,  (the 
name  given  to  the  fchooi  of  Plato) 
was  founded  by  Arcefilas,  and  ably 
maintained  by  Carneades.  From 
a  miftaken  imitation  of  the  great 
parent  of  philofophy,  Socrates, 
(particularly  as  he  appears  in  the 
dialogues  of  Plato)  becaufe  So¬ 
crates  doubted  fome  things,  there¬ 
fore  Arcefrfo*  and  Carneades 
doubted  all. 

Epicurus  drew  from  another 
fource ;  Democritus  had  taught 
him  atoms  and  a  void :  by  the 
fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms  he 
fancied  he  could  form  a  world, 
while  by  a  feigned  veneration  he 
complimented  away  his  gods,  and 
totally  denied  their  providential 
care,  left  the  trouble  of  it  ftiould 
impair  their  uninterrupted  ftate 
of  blifs,  Virtue  he  recommended, 
though  not  for  the  fake  of  vir¬ 
tue,  but  pleafure ;  pleafure,  ac¬ 
cording  to  him,  being  our  chief 
and  fovereign  good.  It  muft  be 
confeft  however,  that,  though  his 
principles  were  erroneous  and  even 
bad,  never  was  a  man  more  tem¬ 
perate  and  humane  i.  never  was  a 
man  more  beloved  by  his  friends, 
or  more  cordially  attached  to  them 
in  affe£tionate  efteenu 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
alliance  between  Philofophy  and 
Rhetoric.  This  cannot  be  thought 
wonderful,  if  Rhetoric  be  the  art. 


by  which  men  are  perfuaded,  and 
if  men  cannot  be  perfuaded,  with¬ 
out  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  : 
for  what,  but  Philofophy,  can 
procure  us  this  knowledge  ? 

It  was  for  this  reafon  the  ableft 
Greek  philofophers  not  only  taught 
(as  we  hinted  before)  but  wrote 
alfo  treadles  upon  Rhetoric.  They 
had  a  farther  inducement,  and 
that  was  the  intfinfic  beauty  of 
their  language,  as  it  was  then 
fpoken  among  the  learned  and 
polite.  They  would  have  been 
alhamed  to  have  delivered  Philo¬ 
fophy,  as  it  has  been  too  often 
delivered  lince,  in  compofitions  as 
clumfy,  as  the  common  dialect  of 
the  mere  vulgaf. 

The  fame  love  of  elegance, 
which  made  them  attend  to  their 
ftile,  made  them  attend  even  to 
the  places,  where  their  Philofophy 
was  taught. 

Plato  delivered  his  lectures  in  a 
place  lhaded  with  groves,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Iliftus  ^  and 
which,  as  it  once  belonged  to  a 
perfon  called  Academus,  was 
called  after  his  frame,  the  Aca¬ 
demy.  Ariftotie  chofe  another 
fpot  of  a  limilar  chara&er,  where 
there  were  trees  and  lhade  ;  a  fpct 
called  the  Lycaeum.  Zeno  taught 
in  a  portico  or  colonade,  diftin- 
guilhed  from  other  buildings  of 
that  fort  (of  which  the  Athenians 
had  many)  by  the  name  of  the 
Variegated  Portico,  the  walls  be¬ 
ing  decorated  with  various  paint¬ 
ings  of  Polygnotus  and  Myro, 
two  capital  matters  of  that  tran- 
fcendant  period*.  Epicurus  ad- 

drelfed 


*  Of  thefe  two  artifts  it  appears  that  Myro  was  paid,  and  that  Polygnotus  painted 
gratis,  for  which  generofity  he  had  Che  teftimony  of  public  honours.  Plia.  N. 
Hift,  L,  XXXV.  tap.  9.  left,  35. 

We 
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drefled  his  hearers  in  thole  well 
known  gardens,  called  after  his 
own  name,  the  gardens  of  Epi¬ 
curus. 

Some  of  thefe  places  gave  names 
to  the  doclrines,  which  were 
taught  there.  Plato’s  philofophy 
took  its  name  of  Academic  from 
the  Academy  ;  that  of  Zeno  was 
called  the  Stoic,  from  a  Greek 
word,  fignifying  a  portico. 

The  fyftem  indeed  of  Ariftotle 
was  not  denominated  from  the 
place,  but  was  called  Peripatetic, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he 
taught ;  from  his  walking  about, 
at  the  time,  when  he  dilferted. 
The  term.  Epicurean  (Philoiophy, 
needs  no  explanation. 

Open  air,  lhade,  water,  and 
pleafant  walks  Teem  above  all 
things  to  favour  that  exercife,  the 

bell  fuited  to  contemplation,  I 

mean  gentle  walking  without  in¬ 
ducing  fatigue.  The  many  agree¬ 
able  walks  in  and  about  Oxford 

may  teach  my  own  countrymen 

the  truth  of  this  alfertion,  and 
belt  explain  how  Horace  lived, 
while  a  ftudent  at  Athens,  em¬ 
ployed  (as  he  tells  us) 

—inter  filv'as  Academi  quarere  verum. 

Thefe  places  of  public  inftitu- 


tion  were  called  among  the  Greeks 
by  the  name  of  Gymnafia,  in 
which,  whatever  that  woid  might 
have  originally  meant,  were 
taught  all  thole  exercifes,  and  all 
thole  arts,  which  tended  to  culti¬ 
vate  not  only  the  body,  but  the 
mind.  As  man  was  a  being  con- 
lifting  of  both,  the  Greeks  could 
not  confider  that  education  as  com¬ 
plete,  in  which  both  were  not  re¬ 
garded,  and  both  properly  form¬ 
ed.  Hence  their  Gymnafia,  with 
reference  to  this  double  end,  were 
adorned  with  two  ftatues,  thofe  of 
Mercury  and  of  Hercules,  the 
corporeal  accomplifhments  being 
patronized  (as  they  fuppofed)  by 
the  God  of  ftrength,  the  mental 
accomplifhments  by  the  God  of 
ingenuity. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  many 
places,  now  called  academies, 
fcarce  deferve  the  name  upon  this 
extenfive  plan,  if  the  profelfors 
teach  no  more,  than  how  to. 
dance,  fence,  and  ride  upon 
horfes. 

It  was  for  thk  cultivation  of 
every  liberal  accomplilhment  that 
Athens  was  celebrated  (as  we 
have  faid)  during  many  centuries, 
long  after  her  political  influence 
was  loft,  and  at  an  end. 


We  learn  from  hillory  that  the  pi&ures,  which  adorned  this  portico,  were 
four;  two  on  the  back  part  of  it  (open  to  the  Colonnade)  and  a  picture  at 
each  end,  upon  the  right  and  left. 

We  learn  alfo  the  fubje&s  :  on  one  of  the  Tides  a  pi&ure  of  the  Athenian  and 
Lacedemonian  armies  at  Oenoe  (an  Argive  city)  facing  each  other,  and  ready 
to  engage :  on  the  back  ground,  or  middle  part  of  the  portico,  the  battle  be¬ 
tween  the  Athenians  under  Thefeus,  and  the  Amazons  ;  next  to  that,  on  the 
fame  middle,  the  Grecian  chiefs,  after  the  taking  of  Troy,  deliberating  upon 
the  violence  offered  by  Ajax  to  Caffandra,  Ajax  himfelf  being  prefent,  together 
with  Caffandra  and  other  captive  Trojan  women:  laftly,  'on  the  other  fide  of 
the  portico  oppofite  to  the  firft,  the  triumphant  vi&ory  at  Marathon,  the  Bar¬ 
barians  pufhed  into  the  morafs,  or  demolifhed,  while  they  endeavoured  to 
elcape  to  to  their  (hips ;  Miltiad^s  and  the  Greek  leaders  being  to  be  known  by  their 


portraits. 


W  hen 
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When  Alexander  the  Great 
died,  many  tyrants,  like  many 
Hydras,  immediately  Sprung  up. 
Athens  then,  though  foe  ftill 
maintained  the  form  of  her  an¬ 
cient  government,  was  perpetually 
checked  and  humiliated  by  their 
infolence.  Antipater  destroyed 
her  orators,  and  foe  was  lacked  by 
Demetrius.  At  length  foe  became 
fubjedt  to  the  all-powerful  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  found  the  cruel  Sy  11a 
her  fevered  enemy. 

His  face  (which  perhaps  indi¬ 
cated  his  manners)  was  of  a  purple 
red,  intermixed  with  white.  This 
circumftance  could  not  efcape  the 
witty  Athenians  :  they  defcribed 
him  in  a  verfe,  and  ridiculoudy 
faid, 

Sylla’s  face  h  a' mulberry,  fp-rinkied  with 
meal. 

The  devaluations  and  carnage, 
which  he  caufed  foon  after,  gave 
them  too  much  reafon  to  repent 
their  farcafm. 

The  civil  war  between  Caefar 
and  Pompey  foon  followed,  and 
their  natural  love  of  liberty  made 
them  fide  with  Pompey.  Here 
again  they  were  unfortunate,  for 
Crefar  conquered.  But  Csefar  did 
not  treat  them  like  Sylla.  With 
that  clemency,  which  made  fo 
amiable  a  part  of  his  character, 
he  difmifoed  them  by  a  fine  allu- 
fion  to  their  illuforious  anceflors, 
faying,  that  he  fpared  the  living 
for  the  fake  of  the  dead. 

Another  foorrn  followed  foon  af¬ 
ter  this,  the  wars  of  Brutus  and 
Caflius  with  Auguftus  and  Antony. 
Their  partiality  for  liberty  did 
not  here  forfake  them  r  they  took 
part  in  the  confeft  with  the  two 
patriot  Romans,  and  eredted  their 
foatucs  near  their  own  ancient  de- 
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liverers,  Harmodius  and  Arifto- 
giton,  who  had  fain  Hipparchus. 
But  they  were  ftill  unhappy,  for 
their  enemies  triumphed. 

They  made  their  peace  however 
with  Auguftus,  and  having  met 
afterwards  with  different  treat¬ 
ment  under  different  emperors, 
fometimes  favourable,  lometimes 
harfo,  and  never  more  fevere  than 
under  Vefpafian,  their  oppreffions 
were  at  length  relieved  by  the  vir¬ 
tuous  Nerva  and  Trajan. 

Mankind  during  the  interval, 
which  beffan  from  Nerva,  and 
which  extended  to  the  death  or 
the  beft  of  emperors,  Marcus 
Antoninus,  felt  a  refpite  from 
thole  evils,  which  they  had  fo  fe- 
verely  felt  before,  and  which  they 
felt  fo  feverely  revived  under 
Commodus,  and  his  wretched  fuc- 
ceffors. 

Athens,  during  the  above  golden, 
period,  enjoyed  more  than  all 
others  the  general  felicity,  for  (he 
found  in  Adrian  fo  generous-  a  be¬ 
nefactor,  that  her  citizens  could 
hardly  help  efteeming  him  a  le- 
cond  founder.  He.  redo  red  their 
old  privileges  ;  gave  them  new  ; 
repaired  their  ancient  buildings, 
and  added  others  of  his  own, 
Marcus  Antoninus,  although  he 
did  not  do  fo  much,  ftill  CQnti- 
nued  to  Ihew  them  his  benevolent 
attention. 

If  from  this  period  we  turn  our 
eyes  back,  we  foall  find,  for  cen¬ 
turies  before,  that  Athens  was  the 
place  of  education,  not  only  for 
Greeks,  but  for  Romans.  It  was 
hither,  that  Horace-  was  fent  by 
his  father;  it  was  here  that  Ci¬ 
cero  put  his  Ton  Marcus  under 
Cratippus,  one  of  the  ableft  phi- 
lofoph'ers  then  belong’ ng  to  that 
city. 

The 
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The  feCts  of  phrlofophers,  which 
we  have  already  delcribed,  were 
ftill  exiltin.f,  when  St.  Paul  came 
thither.  We  cannot  enough  ad¬ 
mire  the  iuperior  eloquence  of 
that  apollle,  in  his  manner  ofad- 
drelllng  fo  intelligent  an  au¬ 
dience.  W  e  cannot  enough  ad¬ 
mire  the  lu.blimity  of  his  excr- 
dium  ;  the  propriety  of  his  men¬ 
tioning  an  altar,  which  he  had 
found  there  ;  and  his  quotation 
from  Aratus,  one  of  their  well- 
known  poets. 

Nor  was  Athens  only  celebrat¬ 
ed  for  the  residence  of  philoso¬ 
phers,  and  the  inftitution  of  youth  : 
men  of  rank  and  fortune  found 
pleafure  hi  a  retreat,  which  con¬ 
tributed  fo  much  to  their  liberal 
enjoyment. 

The  friend  and  correfpondent 
of  Cicero,  T.  Pomponius,  from 
his  long  attachment  to  this  city 
and  country,  had  attained  fuch  a 
perfection  in  its  art_s  and  language, 
that  he  acquired  to  himfelf  the 
additional  name  of  Atticus.  This 
great  man  may  be  laid  to  have 
lived  during  times  of  the  word 
and  crueleft  factions.  His  youth 
was  fpent  under  Sylla  and  Ma¬ 
rius  ;  the  middle  of  his  life  dur¬ 
ing  all  the  fanguinary  fcenes  that 
followed  ;  and  when  he  was  old, 
he  faw  the  profcriptions  of  Anthony 
and  OCtavius.  Yet  though  Cicero 
and  a  multitude  more  of  the  belt 
men  perifhed,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  l'urvive  every  danger. 
Nor  did  he  feck  a  fafety  for  hiin- 
felf alone;  his  virtue  fo  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  leaders  of  eve¬ 
ry  fide,  that  he  was  able  to  lave 
not  himfelf  alone,  but  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  many  of  his 
friends. 

When  we  look  to  this  amiable 


character,  we  may  well  funpofe, 
that  it  v/ as  not  merely  for  amufe- 

j 

ment  that  he  chofe  to  live  at 
Athens  ;  but  rather  that,  by  re- 
fuiing  there,  he  might  lb  far  rea¬ 
lize  philolbphy,  as  to  employ  u 
for  the  conduCt  of  life,  and  not 
merely  for  oftentation. 

Another  perfon,  during  a  bet¬ 
ter  period,  (that  I  mean  between 
Nerva  and  Marcus  Antoninus)  was 
equally  celebrated  for  his  affec¬ 
tion  to  this  city.  By  this  perfon 
1  me3ri  Herodes  Atticus,  who  ac¬ 
quired  the  laft  name  from  the  fame 
\ 

reafons,  for  which  it  had  formerly 
been  given  to  Pomponius. 

We  have  remarked  already,  that 
vicililtud.es  befal  botli  men  and  ci¬ 
ties,  and  changes  too  often  hap¬ 
pen  from  prolperous  to  adverib. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  Athens  un¬ 
der  the  fuccellbrs  of  Alexander, 
and  foon  from  Sylla  down  to  the 
time  of  Augultus,  It  lhared  the 
fame  hard  fate  with  the  Roman 
empire  in  general  upon  the  ac- 
ceilion  Commodus. 

At  length,  after  a  certain  pe¬ 
riod  the  Barbarians  of  the  north 
began  to  pour  into  the  fouth. 
Rome  was  taken  by  Alaric,  and 
Athens  was  beffeged  by  the  fame. 
Yet  here  we  are  informed  (at  leafl 
we  learn  fo  from  hiftory)  that  it 
was  miraculcufiy  laved  by  Miner¬ 
va  and  Achilles.  The  goddefs  it 
feems  and  the  hero  both  of  them 
appeared,  compelling  the  invader 
to  raife  the  liege. 

It  was  thus  we  are  told,  that, 
many  years  before  Caftor,  and 
Pollux  had  fought  for  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  and  that,  many  centuries 
afterwards,  St.  George,  at  Ico- 
nium*  difeomfned  the  Saracens 
— nay,  fo  late  as  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  a  gallant  Spaniard,  Peter 

de 
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de  Pas,  was  feen  to  affift  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  fome  months  after  his 
deceafe,  when  they  made  an  afiault 
at  the  fiege  of  Antwerp. 

Inftead  of  giving  my  own  fenti- 
merits  upon  thele  events,  I  chufe 
to  give  thofe  of  an  abler  man 
upon  a  fimilar  fubjedh  After 
having  related  fome  lingular  do¬ 
ries  of  equal  probability,  Lord 
Bacon  concludes  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervation — 

My  judgment  (fays  he)  is,  that 
they  (he  means  the  dories)  ought 
all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to 
ferve  but  for  winter-talk  by  the 
fire-fide.  Though  when  I  fay 
defpifed,  I  mean  it  as  for  belief ; 
for  otherwife  the  lpreading  or 
publilhing  of  them  is  in  no  fort  to 
be  defpifed,  for  they  have  done 
much  mif  chief.” 

Synelius  who  lived  in  the  fifth 
century,  vifited  Athens,  and  gives 
in  his  epidles  an  account  of  his 
vifit.  Its  lufixe  appears  at  that 
time  to  have  been  greatly  dimi- 
nilhed.  Among  other  things  he 
informs  us,  that  the  celebrated 
Portico  or  Colonade,  the  Greek 
name  of  which  gave  name  to  the 
fe£t  of  Stoics,  had  by  an  oppref- 
five  proconful  been  defpoiled  of  its 
fine  pictures ;  and  that,  on  this 
devaluation,  it  had  been  forfaken 
by  thofe  philofophers. 

In  the  thirteenth  century,  when 
the  Grecian  empire  was  cruelly 
©ppreffed  by  the  Crufaders,  and 
ail  things  in  confufion,  Athens 
was  befieged  by  one  Segurus  Leo, 
who  was'  unable  to  take  it  ;  and, 
after  that,  by  a  marquis  of  Mont- 
ferrat,  to  whom  it  lurrendered. 

Its  fortune  after  this  was  va¬ 
rious  ;  and  it  was  fometimes  un¬ 


der  the  Venetians,  fometimes 
under  the  Catalonians,  till  Ma¬ 
homet  the  Great  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  Conftantinople.  This 
fatal  catallrophe  (which  happened 
near  two  thoufand  years  after  the 
time  of  Pifillratus  brought  A- 

O 

thens  and  with  it  all  Greece  into 
the  hands  of  the  Turks,  under 
whole  defpotic  yoke  it  has  conti¬ 
nued  ever  fince. 

The  city  from  this  time  has 
been  occafionally  vifited,  and  de- 
feriptions  of  it  publifhed,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  travellers.  Wheeler  was 
there  along  with  Spon  in  the  time 
of  our  Charles  the  Second,  and 
both  of  them  have  publifhed  cu¬ 
rious  and  valuable  narratives. 
Others,  as  well  natives  of  this 
ifland,  as  foreigners,  have  been 
there  fince,  and  fome  have  given 
(as  Monf.  Le  Roy)  fpecious  pub¬ 
lications  of  what  we  are  to  fuppofe 
they  law.  None  however  have 
equalled  the  truth,  the  accuracy 
and  elegance  of  Mr.  Stuart,  who 
after  having  refided  there  between 
three  and  four  years,  has  given 
us  fuch  plans  and  elevations  of 
the  capital  buildings  now  Hand¬ 
ing,  together  with  learned  com¬ 
ments  to  elucidate  every  part,  that 
he  leens,  as  far  as  was  poihble  for 
the  power  of  defeription,  to  have 
reftored  the  city  to  its  antient 
lplendor. 

He  has  not  only  given  us  the 
greater  outlines  and  their  mea- 
fures,  but  leparate  meafures  and 
drawings  of  the  minuter  decora¬ 
tions  }  fo  that  a  Britifh  artill  may 
(if  he  pleafe)  follow  Phidias,  and 
build  in  Britain,  as  Phidias  did  at 
Athens*. 

Spon,  fpeaking  of  Attica,  fays 


*  This  moft  curious  and  valuable  book  was.  publifhed  at.  London, 
year  1762U 


in  the 

that 
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that  the  road  near  Athens  was 
plealing,  and  the  very  peaiants 
polilhed.  Speaking  of  the  Athe¬ 
nians  in  general,  he  fays  of  them 
— its  ont  une  pditejje  (B efprit  natu- 
relle ,  &  beaucoup  d'addreffe  dam 

toutes  les  affaire  sy  qu  its  enterpre - 
tient *. 

Wheeler,  who  was  Spon’s  fel¬ 
low-traveller  fays  as  follows, 
when  he  and  his  company  ap¬ 
proached  Athens — “  We  began 
now  to  think  ourfelves  in  a  more 
civilized  country,  than  we  had  yet 
pall ;  for  not  a  fhepherd,  that  we 
met,  but  bid  us  welcome,  and 
wiihed  us  a  good  journey — Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  Athenians,  he  adds — 
This  mull  with  great  truth  be 
laid  of  them,  their  bad  fortune 
hath  not  been  able  to  take  from 
them,  what  they  have  by  nature, 
that  is,  much  fubtlety  or  wit. 
And  again — the  Athenians,  not- 
withftanding  the  long  polTellion 
that  barbarilm  hath  had  of  this 
place,  teem  to  be  much  more  po¬ 
liced  in  point  of  manners  and 
converfation,  than  any  other  in 
thefe  parts  ;  being  civil,  and  of 
refpeftful  behaviour  to  all,  and 
highly  complimental  in  their  dii— 
courlef 

Stuart  fays  of  the  prefent  Athe¬ 
nians,  what  Spon  and  Wheeler 
faid  of  their  fore-fathers  ; — he 
found  in  them  the  fame  addrefs, 
the  fame  natural  acutenefs,  tho’ 
feverely  curbed  by  their  defpotic 
mailers. 

One  cuftom  I  cannot  omit.  He 
tells  me,  that  frequently  at  their 
convivial  meetings,  one  of  the 
company  takes,  what  they  now  call, 
a  lyre,  though  it  is  rather  a  fpe- 

*  spon,  vel.  II.  p.  7$,  91-  edit.  «vo.v 
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cies  of  guitar,  and  afrer  a  Ihort 
prelude  on  the  inflrument,  as  if 
he  were  waiting  for  infpiration, 
accompanies  his  inftrumental  mu- 
fic  with  his  voice,  fuddenly  chant¬ 
ing  fome  extempore  verles,  which 
fel dom  exceed  two  or  three  dif- 
tichs  ;  that  he  then  delivers  the 
lyre  to  his  neighbour,  who,  afrer 
he  has  done  the  fame,  delivers  it 
to  another  ;  and  that  fo  the  lyre 
circulates,  till  it  has  pall  round 
the  table. 

Nor  can  I  forget  his  informing 
me,  that  notwitllanding  the  va¬ 
rious  fortune  of  Athens,  as  a  city, 
Attica  was  fill  famous  for  olives, 
and  Mount  Hymettus  for  honey. 
Human  inllitutions  perilh,  but 
nature  is  permanent. 


Concerning  Natural  Beauty  ;  from  the 
fame  IV ork* 

BUT  let  us  pafs  for  a  moment 
from  the  elegant  works  of 
art  to  the  more  elegant  works  of 
nature.  The  two  lubjefts  are  fo 
nearly  allied,  that  the  fame  talle 
ufually  relilhes  them  both. 

Now  there  is  nothing  more  cer¬ 
tain,  than  that  the  face  of  inani¬ 
mate  nature  has  been  at  all  times 
captivating.  The  vulgar,  indeed 
look  no  farther  than  to  fcenes  of 
culture,  becaufe  all  their  views 
merely  terminate  in  utility.  They 
only  remark,  that  *tis  fine  barley  ; 
that  ’tis  rich  clover  ;  as  an  ox  or 
an  afs,  if  they  could  fpeak  would 
inform  us.  But  the  liberal  have 
nobler  views,  and  though  they 
give  to  culture  its  due  praile,  they 
can  be  delighted  with  natural 

f  Wbceler,  p.  3$$.  edit.  fol. 

beauties, 
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beauties,  where  culture  was  never 
known* 

Ages  ago  they  have  celebrated 
with  enthufiaftic  rapture  “  a  deep 
retired  vale,  with  a  river  ruffling 
through  it  ;  a  vale  having  its  fides 
formed  by  two  immenfe  and  op- 
pohte  mountains,  and  thole  Tides 
diverfified  by  woods,  precipices, 
rocks  and  romantic  caverns.” 
Such  was  the  fcene,  produced  by 
the  river  Peneus,  as  it  ran  between 
the  montains,  Olympus  and  Offa, 
in  that  well  known  vale,  Thel- 
falian  Tempe* 

Virgil  and  Horace,  the  firft  for 
tafre  among  the  Romans,  appear 
to  have  been  enamoured  with 
beauties  of  this  chara&er.  Ho¬ 
race  prayed  for  a  villa,  where 
there  was  a  garden,  a  rivulet,  and 
above  thefe  a  little  grove. 

Hortus  ubt ,  et  tedlo  vicinus  jugis  aqua  fens, 
Et  paulum  Si/vce  Juper  his  foret . 

Sat.  VI.  i. 

Virgil  wifhed  to  enjoy  rivers, 
and  woods,  and  to  be  hid  under 
immenfe  fhade  in  the  cool  valleys 
of  Mount  Htemus — 

— 0  !  qui  me  gelidis  in  V allibus  Ha  mi 
Sijlaty  et  ingenti  ramorum pretegat  umbra  f 

Georg.  II.  486. 

The  great  elements  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  Beauty,  according  to  thefe 


principles,  were  water,  wood,  and 
uneven  ground  ;  to  which  may  be 
added  a  fourth,  that  is  to  fay, 
lawn,  ’Tis  the  happy  mixture  of 
thefe  four,  that  produces  every 
fcene  of  natural  beauty,  as  his  a 
more  myfterious  mixture  of  other 
elements  (perhaps  a  Ample,  and 
not  more  in  number)  that  pro¬ 
duces  a  world  or  univerle. 

Virgil  and  Horace  having  been 
quoted,  we  may  quote,  with  equal 
truth,  our  great  countryman.  Mil- 
ton.  Speaking  of  the  dowers  of 
Paradife,  he  calls  them  flowers, 

—  -  which  not  nice  art 
In  beds  and  curious  knots,'  but  nature  boon 
Pours  forth  profufe  on  hill,  and  dale,  and 
plain. 

P.  L.  IV.  Z45 

Soon  after  this  he  fubjoins — 

* - this  was  the  place, 

A  happy  rural  leaf,  of  various  view. 

He  explains  this  variety,  by 
recounting  the  lawns,  the  flocks 
the  hillocks,  the  valleys,  the 
grots,  the  waterfalls,  the  "lakes, 
&c.  &c.  and  in  another  book 
deferibing  the  approach  of  Ra¬ 
phael,  he  informs  us,  that  this 
divine  meflenger  palp 

— — —  Thro’  groves  of  myrrh, 

And  flow’ring  odors,  caiiia,  hard  and 
balm, 

A  wildernejs  of  fweets ;  for  nature  here 
Wanton’d  as  in  her  prime,  and  play’d  at  will 


*  EJl  nemus  Heemoniee  preerupta  quod  undique  claudit 
Silva  „*  vacant  Vempe.  Per  quae  Peneus  ah  itno 
Effufus  P i ndo  fpumofts  vulvitur  undis , 

Dej eduque  gravi ,  &C. 

Ovid.  Metam.  Lib.  I.  568. 

A  fuller  and  more  ample  account  of  this  beautiful  fpot  may  be  found  in  the 
firlt  chapter  of  the  third  book  of  jElian’s  Various  Hiftory. 

Her 
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Her  virgin  fancys,  pouring  forth  more 
iweet, 

Wild  above  rule  or  art,  en:rmous  blifs. — 

P.  L.  IV.  292. 

The  painters  in  the  preceding 
century  leem  to  have  felt  the 
power  of  thele  elements,  and  to 
have  transferred  them  into  their 
landfcapes  ■  with  luch  amazing 
force,  that  they  appear  not  io  much 
to  have  followed,  as  to  have  emu¬ 
lated  nature.  Claude  de  Lorraine, 
the  Pouflins,  Salvator  Rola,  and 
a  few  more,  may  be  called  fu- 
perior  artifts  in  this  exquifite 
tafte. 

Our  gardens  in  the  mean  time 
were  taftelefs  and  inlipid.  rI  hole, 
who  made  them,  thought  the  far¬ 
ther  they  wandered  from  nature, 
the  nearer  they  approached  the 
fubfime.  Unfortunately,  where 
they  travelled,  no  lublime  was  to 
be  found  ;  and  the  farther  they 
went,  the  farther  they  left  it  be¬ 
hind. 

But  perfection,  alas'!  was  not 
the  work  of  a  day.  Many  preju¬ 
dices  were  to  be  removed ;  many 
gradual  afeents  to  be  made  •,  aicenrs 
from  bad  to  good,  and  from  good 
to  better,  before  the  delicious 
Amenites  of  a  Claude  or  a  Pouiiln 
could  be  rivalled  in  a  Stour-head, 
a  Hag  ey,  or  a  Stow  ;  or  the  tre¬ 
mendous  charms  of  a  Salvator  Rola 
be  equalled  in  the  l'cenes  of  a 
Pierceneld,  'r  a  Mount  Ldge- 
cumb. 

Not  however  to  forget  the  fub- 
jedt  of  our  inquiry. — Though  it 
was  not  before  the  prelent  cen¬ 
tury,  that  we  cfbablifhed  a  chaffer 
tafte ;  though  our  neighbours  at 
this  infeant  are  but  learning  it 
from  us  ;  and  though  to  the  vul¬ 
gar  every  where  it  is  totally  in— 


comprehenlible  (be  they  vulgar  in 
rank,  or  vulgar  in  capacity)  :  yet, 
even  in  the  darkeft  periods  we 
have  been  treating,  periods,  when 
tafte  is  often  thought  to  have 
been  loft,  we  ftrall  ft  ill  dilcover  an 
enlightened  few,  who  were  by  no 
means  infenlible  to  the  power  of 
thefe  beauties. 

How  warmly  does  Leland  de- 
lcribe  Guy’s  Cliff’;  Sannazarius, 
his  Villa  of  Mergilline ;  and  Pe¬ 
trarch,  his  favourite  Vauclufe  ? 

Take  Guy’s  Cliff  from  Leland 
in  his  oven  old  Englilh,  mixt  with 
Latin — i(  It  is  a  place  meet  for 
the  mufes  ;  there  is  fylence ;  a 
praty  wood  ;  antra  in  njinjo  J'axo  ; 
(Grottos  in  the  living  rock)  the 
river  rolling  over  the  ftones  with  a 
praty  noyfe.”  His  Latin  is  more 
elegant — -Nemufculum  ibidem  opa- 
cum ,  fontes  liquidi  et  gemmei ,  prata 
jlorida ,  antra  mufeefa,  rinei  levis  et 
per  fax  a  de  cur  Jus,  nec  non  jolituda 
et  quies  Mufts  amicijjinia, 

Mergilline,  the  villa  of  San¬ 
nazarius  near  Naples,  is  thus 
(ketched  in  the  different  parts  of  his 
poems. 

Excifo  in  fcopulo ,  fluff  us  untie  aurea  canos 
Dejpiciens ,  celj'o  je  culmine  Mergilline 
Attollit,  nautifque procul  venientibus  ojfert. 

Sannaz.  Departu  Virgin. 

Rupis  0  !  [acre?,  pelagique  ctiflos 
Villa ,  Nympharum  cujtos  et  proponqua 

Doridos - 

Ttt  viihi  Joins  nemorum  receffus 
Dasy  et  haren.es  per  opaca  lauros 
Saxa  :  Tu,  Jontes ,  Aganippeduinque 
Antra  recludis. 

Ejufd.  Epigr.  I.  2. 

• queeque  in  primis  mi  hi  prata  miniflrat 

Otia ,  Mufarumqne  cavas per  J'axa  latebras 
Margillina  ;  novos  fundunt  ubi  citria  flores , 
Citna ,  Me  dor  urn  facros  referentia  lucss , 
Ejuid.  He  partu  Virgin.  III.  Tub.  fin. 

Dc 
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De  Fonte  Mergillino. 

Fjl  mi  hi  ri’vo  vitreus  perenni 
Fens,  arenofum  props  littns,  unde 
Steps  defeendes ftbi  nauta  rores 
Hour  it  arnicas ,  &  c. 

Ljufd.  Epigr.  II.  36. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  tranflate 
thefe  elegant  morfels — ’Tis  fuffi- 
cient  to  exprels  what  they  mean, 
collectively — “  that  the  villa  of 
Margillina'  had  folitary  woods ; 
had  groves  of  laurel  and  citron  ; 
had  grottos  in  the  rock,  with  ri¬ 
vulets  and  fprings ;  and  that  from 
its  lofty  fituation  it  looked  down 
upon  the  fea,  and  commanded  an 
extenfive  prol'peCt.” 

’Tis  no  wonder  that  fuch  a  villa 
fhould  enamour  fuch  an  owner. 
So  flrong  was  his  affeCtion  for  it, 
that,  when  during  the  fubfequent 
wars  in  Italy,  it  was  demoiifhed 
by  the  imperial  troops,  this  un¬ 
fortunate  event  was  fuppofed  to 
have  hailened  his  end.* 

Vauclufe  (Tallis  Claufa )  the 
favourite  retreat  of  Petrarch,  was 
a  romantic  feene,  not  far  from 
Avignon. 

“  It  is  a  valley,  having  on 
each  hand,  as  you  enter,  inl¬ 
ine  nfe  cliffs,  but  clofed  up  atone 
of  its  ends  by  a  femi-circular 
ridge  of  them  j  from  which  inci¬ 
dent  it  derives  it  names.  One  of 
the  mod:  ftupendous  of  thele  cliffs 
ftands  in  the  front  of  the  femi- 
circie,  and  has  at  its  foot  an  open¬ 
ing  into  an  immenfe  cavern. 
Within  the  mod  retired  and  gloomy 
part  of  this  cavern  is  a  large  oval 
bafon,  the  production  of  nature, 
failed  with  pellucid  and  unfathom¬ 
able  water  ;  and  from  this  refer- 
voir  iffues  a  river  of  refpeCtable 


magnitude,  dividing,  as  it  runs, 
the  meadows  beneath,  and  wind¬ 
ing  through  the  precipices,  that 
impend  from  above. 

This  is  an  imperfect  fketch  of 
that  fpet,  where  Petrarch  fpent 
his  time  with  fo  much  delight,  as 
to  fay  that  this  alone  was  life  to 
him,  the  red  but  a  date  of  punifn- 
ment. 

In  the  two  preceding  narratives 
I  feem  to  fee  an  anticipation  of 
that  tade  for  natural  beauty,  which 
now  appears  to  flourifh  through 
Great  Britain  in  ruch  perfection. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
owner  of  Margillina  would  have 
been  charmed  with  Mount  Edge- 
cumb  ;  and  the  owner  of  Vauclufe 
have  been  delighted  with  Pierce- 
held. 

When  we  read  in  Xenophon, 
that  the  younger  Cyrus  had  with 
his  own  hand  planted  trees  for 
beauty,  we  are  not  iurprifed,  tho’ 
plealed  with  the  dory,  as  the  age 
was  polilhed,  and  Cyrus  an  ac¬ 
compli  fhed  prince.  But,  when 
we  read  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  14th  century,  a  king  of  France 
(Philip  le  Beil)  diouid  make  it 
penal  to  cut  down  a  tree,  qui  a  efte 
garde  pear  fa  beaulte ,  which  had 
been  preferved  for  its  beauty  ; 
though  we  praife  the  law,  we 
cannot  help  being  furprifed,  that 
the  prince  fhould  at  fuch  a  pe¬ 
riod  have  been  fo  far  enlight¬ 
ened. 


Some  Account  of  Literature  in  Ruflia* 
and  of  its  frog  refs  towards  being 


*  So  we  learn  from  Paulus  Joviu*,  the  writer  of  his  life,  publilhed  with  his 
poems  by  Grsvius,  in  a  fmall  edition  of  fome  of  the  Italian  poets,  at  Amfter- 
dam,  in  the  year  1695. 
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civilized  ;  jrom  the  appendix  to 
the  fame. 

i 

THE  vail  empire  of  Ruffia, 
extending  far  to  the  north, 
both  in  Europe  and  Afia,  ’tis  no 
wonder  that,  in  l’uch  a  country, 
its  inhabitants  fhould  have  re¬ 
mained  fo  long  uncivilized.  For 
culture  of  the  finer  arts  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  there  fiiould  be  comfotable 
leifure.  But  how  could  fuch  lei- 
fure  be  found  in  a  country,  where 
every  one  had  enough  to  do,  to 
fupport  his  family,  and  to  refill: 
the  rigour  of  an  uncomfortable 
climate^?  Befides  this,  to  make  the 
finer  arts  flourilh,  there  mull:  be 
imagination  ;  and  imagination 
mult  be  enlivened  by  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  pleating  objedts  ;  and 
that  contemplation  mutt  he  per¬ 
formed  in  a  manner  eafy  to  the 
contemplator.  Now,  who  can 
contemplate  with  eafe,  where  the 
thermometer  is  often  many  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point  ?  Or 
what  object  can  he  find  worth 
contemplating  for  thole  many  long 
months,  when  all  the  water  is 
ice,  and  all  the  land  covered  with 
fnow  ? 

If  then  the  difficulties  were  fo 
great,  how  great  mult  have  been 
the  praife  of  thofe  princes  and  le- 
giflators,  who  dared  attempt  to 
polifh  mankind  in  fo  unpromifing 
a  region,  and  who  have  been  able, 
by  their  perfeverance,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  to  accomplifn  it  ? 

Thofe,  who  on  this  occafion 
bellow  the  higheft  praifes  upon 
Peter  the  Great,  praife  him,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  as  he  jultly  deferves. 
But  if  they  would  refer  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  work  to  him,  and 
much  more  its  completion,  they 
are  certainly  under  a  miftake. 

As  long  ago  as  the  time  of  Ed- 
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ward  the  Sixth,  Ivan  Bafilowicz 
adopted  principles  of  commerce, 
and  granted  peculiar  privileges  to 
the  Englilh,  on  their  dilcovery  of 
a  navigation  to  Archangel. 

A  fad  l'cene  of  languinary  con- 
fufion  followed  from  this  period  to 
the  year  1612.  when  a  deliverer 
arofe.  Prince  Pafanky.  He,  by 
unparalleled  fortitude,  having 
routed  all  the  tyrants  and  impof- 
tors  of  the  time,  was  by  the  Bo- 
jars  or  Magnates  unanimoufiy 
defied  Czar.  But  this  honour  he, 
with  a  moll  difinterelled  magna¬ 
nimity,  declined  for  himfelf,  and 
pointed  out  to  them  Michael  Fse- 
dorowitz.  of  the  houfe  of  Roma¬ 
noff,  and  bv  his  mother’s  fide  de- 
feended  from  the  antient  Czars. 

From  this  period  we  may  date 
the  firft  appearances  of  a  real  civi¬ 
lizing,  and  a  developement  of  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Ruffian 
empire.  Michael  reigned  thirty- 
three  years.  By  his  wifdom,  and 
the  mildnefs  of  his  charafter,  he 
rellored  eafe  and  tranquillity  to 
fubje£ts,  who  had  been  long  de¬ 
prived  of  thofe  inellimable  blef- 
fings — he  encouraged  them  to  in- 
dullry,  and  gave  them  an  example 
of  the  moll  laudable  behaviour. 

His  fon  Alexius  Michaelowitz 
was  fuperior  to  his  father  in  the 
art  of  governing  and  found  poli¬ 
tics.  He  promoted  agriculture  ; 
introduced  into  his  empire  arts 
and  fciences,  of  which  he  was 
himfelf  a  lover;  publifhed  a  code 
of  laws  Hill  ufed  in  the  admini- 
llration  of  jullice  ;  and  greatly 
improved  his  army,  by  mending 
its  difeipline.  This  he  effefted 
chiefly  by  the  help  of  llrangers, 
moll  of  whom  were  Scotch.  Lefley, 
Gordon,  and  Ker,  are  the  names  of 
families  Hill  ex i fling  in  this  country. 

Theodore  of  Faedor  fucceeded  his 

father 
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father  in  1677.  He  was  of  a  gen¬ 
tle  difpofition,  and  weak  confti- 
tution  fond  of  pomp  and  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  in  fatisfying  this 
paffion  contributed  to  polilh  his 
fiubjefits  by  the  ■  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reign  manufactures-  and  articles 
of  elegance,  which  they  foon  be¬ 
gan  to  adopt  and  imitate.  His 
delight  was  in  horfes,  and  he  did 
his  country  a  real  fervice  in  the 
beginning  and  efta.blifhing  of  thofe 
fine  breeds  of  them  in  the  Ukraine 
and  el fe where.  He  reigned  feven 
years,  and  having  on  his  death-bed 
called  his  Bojars  round  him,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  brother  and  lifter  Ivan 
and  Sophia,  and  of  his  half  bro¬ 
ther  Peter,  laid  to  them  *,  (6  Hear 
my  laft  fentiments  j  they  are  dic¬ 
tated  by  my  love  for  the  date, 
and  by  my  affection  for  my  peo¬ 
ple — the  bodily  infirmities  of  Ivan 
Becelfarily  muff:  afifedt  his  mental 
faculties — he  is  incapable  of  rul¬ 
ing  a  dominion  like  that  of  Ruffia 
—he  cannot  take  it  ami fs,  if  I  re¬ 
commend  to  you  to  fet  him  afide, 
and  to  let  your  approbation  fall 
on  Peter,  who  to  a  rebuff;  confu¬ 
tation  ioins  great  ffrength  of 
mind,  and  marks  of  a  fuperior 
imderffanding.1’ 

Theodore  dying  in  1682,  Peter 
became  emperor,  and  his  brother 
Ivan  remained  contented.  But 
Sophia,  Ivan’s  filler,  a  woman 
of  great  ambition,  could  not  bring 
fieri  elf  to  fubmi  t. 

The  troubles,  which  enfued  •, 
the  imminent  dangers,  which  Pe- 
ter  elcaped  ;  his  abolition  of  that 
turbulent  and  feditious  foldiery, 
called  the  Strelitz  ;  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  his  half-filler  Sophia  to  a 
monaffery  ;  all  thefe  were  import¬ 
ant  events,  which  left  Peter  in 
the  year  1689  with  no  other  coixir 


pen  ter,  than  the  mild  and  eafy 
Ivan  5  who  dying  not  many  years 
after  left  him  foie  monarch  of 
all  the  Ruffias. 

The  acts  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  and  in  war  of  this  ffu- 
pendous  and  elevated  genius,  are 
too  well  known  to  be  repeated 
by  me,  Peter  adorned  his  coun¬ 
try  with  arts,  and  railed  its  glory 
by  arms  ;  he  created  a  refpedtable 
marine  ;  founded  St.  Peterlburgh, 
a  new  capital,  and  that  from  the 
very  ground  $  rendering  it  withall 
one  of  the  firtl  cities  in  Europe 
for  beauty  and  elegance. 

To  encourage  letters  he  formed 
academies,  and  invited  foreign 
profelfors  not  only  to  Peterlburgh 
(his  new  city)  but  to  his  antient 
capital  Molcow  ;  at  both  which 
places  thefe  profdlors  were  main-s¬ 
tained  with  liberal  penfions. 

As  a  few  fpecimens  of  literature 
from  both  thel'e  cities  have  recent¬ 
ly  come  to  my  hand,  I  fhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  enumerate  them,  as  I 
think  it  relative  to  my  llibjeCt. 

1.  Plutarchus  rsci  Avtwtti&c, 
hxi  <&sp]'Tuyii$ — Gr,  Eat.  cum 
anintiUkverjiGnibiis  Reifkii  et  alior. — 
Juas  adjecit  Chrijiianus  Pride ricus 
Mattbuei.  Typis  UnPverJitatis  MoJ - 
quenfis.  an.  1*777,  8vo. 

Z.  Plutarcbi  lihellus  de  Super  ft  if 
tione ,  et  Demojlhenis  Oratio  June- 
bnty  Gr.  Lat.  cum  not  it  integris 
Reijl  ii  et  alior , — juas  adjecit  C drift, 
F rider.  Matt  ban—  ‘Typis  Carfare  te 
Mc/quenfs  UniuerfitatiJy  an.  1778, 
8  vo. 

3.  Ltdiones  Mofqttenfe c,  in  two 
volumes,  8vo.  bound  together, 
and  printed  at  Leipfic,  an.  1 779 
—-they  contain  various  readings  in 
different  authors,  and  fome  entire 
pieces,  all  in  Greek,  collected 
frpm  the  libraries  of  Mofcow,  and 
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publifhed  by  the  fame  learned  edi¬ 
tor. 

4.  Ifocratis,  Demetrii  Cyd.  et 
Michael  (jlyce?  aliquot  Epijiolee  nec 
non  Dion .  Cbryfojlomi  Oratio — Grsec. 
dypis  Univerjitatis  Cabaret?  Mof- 
quenjis — SvO. — By  the  fame  learn¬ 
ed  editor. 

5.  Glojfaria  Grceca  minora ,  et 
aha  Anecdota  Gra'ca — a  work,  con¬ 
fiding  of  two  parts,  contained 
under  one  volume,  in  a  thin  quar¬ 
to,  by  the  fame  able  profeiTor, 
printed  at  tVIolcow  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Types,  in  the  years  1774  and 
1775.  A  catalogue  of  the  feveral 
pieces  in  both  parts  is  lubjoined 
to  the  end  of  the  fecond  part — 
Among  the  pieces  in  the  fir  ft  part 
are,  Excerpta  ex  Grammaticd  Nicepb, 
Gregorts  ;  ex  Glojjario  Cyrilli  Alex - 
an  dr  ini  ;  GloJJ arium  in  Epijlolas  Pau¬ 
li  ;  Nomina  Menfium  ; — thole  of  the 
2d  part  are  chiefly  theological. 

6.  Notitia  Cod i cum  Manujcriptc- 
rum  Greecorum  Bibliothecarum  MoJ - 
quenfium ,  cum  varus  Anecdotis ,  Ta- 
bulis  JEneii ,  Indicibus  locupletijfimis 
— edidit  Chrijl.  Fridericus  Matthcei 
— -Mojqua’,  Typis  Univerjitatis , 
an.  1776. 

This  publication,  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  is  as  yet  incomplete, 
only  fixty  pages  being  printed  off. 
It  ends.  Partis  primce  SeCiionis pri- 
mce  Finis. 

7.  An  ode  to  the  prefent  em- 
prefs,  Catharine,  in  antient  Greek 
and  Ruffian. 

8.  An  ode  on  the  birth-day  of 
Conftantine,  fecond  fon  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  in  antient  Greek 
and  Rullian — printed  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  as  we  learn  from  the 
title,  h  t5?  ’AvloxfctTocixn  A 

riuv  ETnrvpuiy,  in  the  Imperial  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences. 

9.  An  ode  to  Prince  Potempkin, 

Vol.  XXIV. 


antient  Greek  and  Ruffian,  and 
printed  (as  before)  an.  1780. 

10.  An  ode,  confiding  of  Stro¬ 
phe,  Antiftrophe,  and  Epode, 
antient  Greek  and  Ruflian,  made 
in  1779,  in  honour  of  the  Emprefs, 
the  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs,  and 
Alexander  and  Conftantine,  their 
two  Ions,  grandfons  to  the  Em¬ 
prefs. 

This  ode  was  fung  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  Greek  by  a  large  number  of 
voices,  betore  a  numerous  and 
fplendid  court,  in  one  of  the  impe¬ 
rial  palaces. 

As  I  have  a  copy  of  this  mufic, 
I  cannot  omit  obferving,  that  it  is 
a  genuine  exemplar  of  the  antient 
Antiphona,  fo  well  known  to  the 
church  in  very  remote  ages.  On 
this  plan  two  complete  choirs 
(each  confiding  of  trebles,  coun¬ 
ters,  tenors,  and  bales)  fing  again  ft: 
each  other,  and  reciprocally  an- 
fwer  ;  then  unite  all  of  them  ; 
then  feparate  again,  returning  to 
the  alternate  refponfe,  till  the 
whole  at  length  concludes  in  one 
general  chorus.  The  mufic  of  this 
ode  may  be  called  purely  vocal, 
having  no  other  accompanyment 
but  that  of  an  organ. 

The  compofer  was  no  lefs  a  man 
than  the  celebrated  Paefiello  fo  well 
known  at  prefent,  and  fo  much  ad¬ 
mired,  both  in  Italy  and  elfewhere, 
for  mufic  of  a  very  different  charac¬ 
ter,  I  mean  his  truly  natural,  and 
pleafing  burlettas. 

Thole*  who  are  curious  to  know 
more  of  this  fpecies  of  mufic,  may 
confult  the  valuable  glolfary  of 
Spelman,  under  the  word  Anti¬ 
phona,  and  the  ingenious  muficai 
dictionary  of  Rouifeau,  under  the 
word  Antienne. 

1  r.  A  ftiort  copy  of  Greek  ele¬ 
giac  verfes,  printed  at  Peterf- 

M  burgh, 
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burgh,  in  the  year  iy^o,  and  ad- 
dreft  to  Prince  Potemkin,  with  this 
lingular  title, 

ErnypctfAiAct  hit  7w<;  '&a[A<pux<;  xca 

x<zf>po<?vv8  roprEic^opr  as,  ' 

XGWTspcos  MAXKAPAAOS 
w  x.  r.  A. 

Thus  Englifhed — A  Poem,  on 
the  fplendid  and  delightful  Fefti- 
vity,  where  they  wear  Gorgonian 
Vifors  5  more  commonly  called  a 
Mafquerade  ;  which  Prince  Potem¬ 
kin  celebrated,  &c.  C 6c. 

A  better  word  to  denote  a  maf¬ 
querade  could  hardly  have  been 
invented,  than  the  word  here  em¬ 
ployed,  Topytiotpopicc,  In  attempt¬ 
ing  to  translate  it,  that  I  might  ex- 
prefs  one  word,  I  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  many. 

12.  A  tranflation  of  Virgil’s 
Georgies  from  the  Latin  Hexa¬ 
meters  into  Greek  Hexameters, 
by  the  celebrated  Eugenius,  fa¬ 
mous  for  his  treatife  of  logic,  pub- 
lifhed  a  few  years  lince  in  antient 
Greek  at  Leiphc.  He  Whs  made 
an  archbifliop,  but  chofe  to  refign 
his  dignity.  He  is  now  carrying 
on  this  tranflation  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Prince  Potemkin,  but 
had  as  yet  gone  no  farther,  than  to 
the  end  of  the  firfi:  Georgic. 

The  work  is  printed  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  having  the  original 
on  one  fide,  and  the  tranflation 
on  the  other.  Copious  notes  in 
Greek  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  fe- 
veral  pages. 

Take  a  Ihort  fpecimen  of  the 
performance.  v 

Continue ,  mentis  furgentibuSy  out  frets 
ponti 

Incipiunt  agitata  turns  fete,  et  aridus  alt  is 
Mtntibus  audiri  fragor ;  aut  refenantia 
lunge 

Lit  t  ora  mifeeriy  et  nemo  rum  increhrefcere 
murmur. 


* AvTiX.ce,  lypopMvuv  eeviyetiv,  crop0(w o7;  srst 
mo  via 

S/AA;  te  acc7\Evofjt,ivYi  teat  ttopvQceiS* 

’'Ovpzot;  Gocpou  Tpetyy  fiouaiv  acrup  pce- 
xpv&zv  y£ 

Axloel  ?’  ewccLtOi  Poe  (3p£(A* i/lcci,  ceiyta- 

AOt  T£* 

Tfi£p$<x,?Joi/  ’VTvowGri  ol  f/,vxcesl  eelee  u;A*j. 

Of thefe  various  printed  works, 
the  firfi:  fix  were  fent  me  by  the 
learned  fcholar  above  mentioned, 
Chriftianus  Fridericus  Matthau, 
from  Mofcow  ;  the  laft  fix  1  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  Prince  Po¬ 
temkin  at  Peterfburgh. 

Befides  the  printed  books,  the 
learned  profeffor  at  Mofcow  fent  me  a 
curious  Latin  narrative  in  manu¬ 
script. 

In  it  he  gives  an  account  of  a  fine 
manufeript  of  Strabo,  belonging 
to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Library  at 
Mofcow  —  He  informs  me,  this 
MS.  is  in  folio  ;  contains-  427 
leaves  :  is  beautifully  written  by 
one,  whom  he  calls  a  learned  and 
dilieent  feribe,  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  or  beginning  ofthe  fixteenth 
century  ;  and  came,  as  appears  by 
a  memorandum  in  the  manufeript, 
from  the  celebrated  Greek  monaftery 
at  Mount  Athos. 

He  adds  (which  is  worth  at¬ 
tention)  that  almolt  all  the  Greek 
manuferipts,  which  are  now  pre¬ 
fer  ved  at  Mofcow,  were  originally 
brought  thither  from  this  mona¬ 
stery  ;  and  that,  in  the  lafb  cen¬ 
tury,  by  order  ofthe  Emperor  Alex¬ 
ius  Michaelowfitz,  and  the  Patriarch 
Hi co,  by  means  of  the  Monk  Arfe- 
nius.  So  early  in  this  country  did 
a  gleam  of  literature  Ihew  itfelf. 

He  ftrongly  denies  the  la£t,  that 
there  is  any  other  MS.  of  Strabo 
befides  this  either  at  Mofcow,  or  at 
Peterlburgh. 

Of  the  prefent  MS.  he  has  been 

fo 
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fo  kind  as  to  (end  me  collations, 
taken  from  the  fir  ft  and  fecond 
book. 

After  this  he  mentions  the  un- 
publiihed  hymn  of  Homer  upon 
Ceres,  and  the  fragment  of  ano¬ 
ther  by  the  fame  poet  upon  Bac¬ 
chus  ;  both  of  which,  fince  I  heard 
from  him,  have  been  published  by 
Runkenius  at  Leyden,  to  whom 
my  correfpondent  had  fent  them 
from  the  Mofcowan  Library. 

He  has  been  generous  enough 
to  fend  me  copies  of  all  the  books 
he  has  published,  for  which  va¬ 
luable  donation  I  take  this  public 
opportunity  of  making  my  grateful 
acknowledgments. 

With  regard  to  all  the  publica¬ 
tions  here  mentioned,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  thofe  from  PeteT- 
(burgh  are  faid  to  be  printed  in 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences ; 
thofe  from  Mofcow,  by  the  Types 
of  the  Imperial  Univerfity;  each 
place  by  its  ftile  indicating  its  efta- 
blifhment. 

In  juftice  to  my  fon,  his  maje¬ 
sty's  minifter  to  the  Court  ofRullia, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  that 
all  this  information,  and  thefe  li¬ 
terary  treafures  have  been  procured 
for  me  by  his  help,  and  through 
his  intereft. 

I  muft  not  conclude  without  ob- 
ferving  (though  perhaps  it  may  be 
a  repetition)  that  the  efforts  to  ci¬ 
vilize  this  country  did  not  begin 
from  Peter  the  Great,  but  were 
much  older.  A  fmall  glimmering, 
like  the  firft  day-break,  was  leen 
under  Czar  Iwan,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fixteenth  century. 

This  dawn  of  civilizing  became 
more  confpicuous  a  century  after¬ 
wards,  under  Czar  Ale* us  Mi¬ 
chael©  witz  j  of  whom,  as  well  as 


of  his  fon  Theodore  or  Faidor  we 
have  fpoken  already. 

But  under  the  Great  Peter  it 
burft  forth,  with  all  the  fplendor 
of  a  riling  fun,  and  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  continue  my  meta¬ 
phor  has  continued  ever  fince  to 
afcend  towards  its  meridian. 

More  than  fifty  years  have  paft 
fince  the  death  of  Peter ;  during 
which  period,  with  very  little 
exception,  this  vaft  empire  has 
been  governed  by  female  •  fove- 
reigns  only.  All  of  them  have 
purfued  more  or  lels  the  plan  of 
their  great  predeceffor,  and  none 
of  them  more,  than  the  illuftrious 
princefs,  who  now  reigns. 

And  fo  much  for  literature  in  * 
Ruffia,  and  for  its  progrefs  towards 
being  civilized. 


On  the  Advantages  of  a  Tajle  for 
the  general  Beauties  of  Nature, 
By  Dr.  Percival,  <?/Manchefter. 

Me  vero  primum  dulces  ante  omnia  muiae 
Accipiant  - 

— Rura  mihi,  et  rigui  placeant  in  vallibus 
amnes  ; 

Flumina  amem,  fylvafque  inglorius. 

Virg.  Georg.  L.  II.  Lin.  475. 

HAT  fenfibility  to  beauty, 
which,  when  cultivated  and 
improved,  we  term  tafte,  is  uni- 
verfally  diffufed  through  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies  :  and  it  is  molt  uni¬ 
form  with  refpe&'to  thofe  objects, 
which,  being  out  of  our  power, 
are  not  liable  to  variation,  from 
accident,  caprice,  or  fafhion.  The 
verdant  lawn,  the  (hady  grove, 
the  variegated  landfcape,  the 
boundlefs  ocean,  and  the  ftarry 
firmament,  are  contemplated  with 
plealure  by  every  attentive  be- 
M  2  holder. 
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holder.  But  the  emotions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fpe&ators,  though  fimikr 
in  kind,  differ  widely  in  degree  : 
and  to  relifh,  with  full  delight, 
the  inchanting  fcenes  of  nature, 
the  mind  muft  be  uncorrupted  by 
avarice,  fenfuality,  or  ambition  ; 
quick  in  her  fenfibili ties  ;  elevated 
in  her  fentiments  ;  and  devout  in 
her  affections.  He,  who  polfeffes 
fuch  exalted  powers  of  perceptiorl 
and  enjoyment,  may  almoft  fay, 
with  the  poet, 

44  I  care  not,  Fortune  l  what  you  me 
44  deny  •, 

44  You  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature’s 
“  grace-, 

44  You  cannot  (hut  the  windows  of  the 
“  Iky, 

44  Thro’  which  Aurora  thews  her  bright- 
44  eningface; 

44  You  cannot  bar  my  conftant  feet  to 
44  trace 

44  The  woods  and  lawns,  by  living 
44  Itream,  at  eve  : 

44  Let  health  my  nerves  and  finer  fibres 
44  brace, 

44  And  I  their  toys  to  the  great  children 
44  leave: 

44  Of  fancy,  reafon,  virtue,  nought  can 
44  me  bereave*.” 

Perhaps  fuch  ardent  enthufiafm 
may  not  be  compatible  with  the 
neceffary  toils,  and  aCtive  offices, 
which  Providence  has  afligned  to 
the  generality  of  men.  But  there 
are  none,  to  whom  fome  portion 
of  it  may  not  prove  advantageous  ; 
and  if  it  were  cherifhed,  by  each 
individual,  in  that  degree,  which 
is  confident  with  the  indifpenlable 
duties  of  his  ftation,  .the  felicity 
of  human  life  would  be  confider- 
ably  augmented.  From  this  fource, 
the  refined  and  vivid  pleafures  of 
the  imagination  are  almoft  entirely 
derived ;  and  the  elegant  arts  owe 

*  Thompforfs  Cattle  of  Indolence. 
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their  choiceft  beauties  to  a  tafte 
for  the  contemplation  of  nature. 
Painting  and  fculpture  are  exprels 
imitations  of  vifible  objects  :  and 
where  would  be  the  charms  of 
poetry,  if  divefted  of  the  imagery 
and  embellifhments,  which  fhe 
borrows  from  rural  fcenes  ?  Paint¬ 
ers,  ftatuaries,  and  poets,  there¬ 
fore,  are  always  ambitious  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  themfelves  the  pupils 
of  nature  ;  and  as  their  fkiil  in- 
creafes,  they  grow  more  and  more 
delighted  with  every  view  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  world.  But 
the  pleafure  refulting  from  ad¬ 
miration  is  tranfient  ;  and  to  cul¬ 
tivate  tafte,  without  regard  to  its 
influence  on  the  paftions  and  af¬ 
fections,  is  to  rear  a  tree  for  its 
bloftoms,  which  is  capable  of 
yielding  the  richeft,  and  moft  va¬ 
luable  fruit  f.”  Phyfical  and 
moral  beauty  bear  lo  intimate  a 
relation  to  each  other,  that  they 
may  be  confidered  as  different  gra¬ 
dations  in  the  fcale  of  excellence  ; 
and  the  knowledge  and  relilh  of 
the  former,  fhould  be  deemed  only 
a  ftep  to  the  nobler  and  more  per¬ 
manent  enjoyments  of  the  latter. 

Whoever  has  vifited  the  Lea- 
fowes,  in  Warwicklhire,  muft 
have  felt  the  force  and  propriety 
of  an  infeription,  which  meets 
the  eye,  at  the  entrance  into  thole 
delightful  grounds. 

44  Would,  you  then  tafte  the  tranquil 

44  feene  ? 

44  Be  lure  your  bofoms  be  ferene  ; 

44  Devoid  of  hate,  devoid  of  ftrife, 

44  Devoid  of  all  that  poilbns  life  ; 

44  And  much  it ’vails  you,  in  their  place 
44  To  graft  the  love  of  human  race  J.” 

Nov/  fuch  fcenes  contribute 
powerfully  to  infpire  that  fereni- 

f  Shenftone.  $  lb. 
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ty,  which  is  neceffary  to  enjoy, 
and  to  heighten  their  beauties. 
Bv  a  fecret  contagion,  the  foul 
catches  the  harmony,  which  fhe 
contemplates  ;  and  the  frame  with¬ 
in,  affimilates  itfelf  to  that  which 
is  without.  For, 

44  Who  can  forbear  to  fmile  with  Nature  ? 

44  Can  the  ftormy  paffions  in  the  boiom 
44  roll, 

44  While  every  gale  is  peace,  and  every 
44  grove 
44  Is  melody*?” 

In  this  ftate  of  fweet  compofure, 
we  become  fufceptible  of  virtuous 
imprelFions,  from  almofl;  every  fur¬ 
rounding  objeft.  The  patient  ox 
is  viewed  with  generous  compla¬ 
cency  i  the  guilelefs  fheep,  with 
pity  ;  and  the  playful  lamb  raifes 
emotions  of  tendernefs  and  love. 
We  rejoice  with  the  horfe,  in  his 
liberty  and  exemption  from  toil, 
w-hiift  he  ranges  at  large  through 
enamelled  paftures  :  and  the  fro¬ 
lics  of  the  colt  would  afford  un¬ 
mixed  delight,  did  we  not  recol¬ 
lect  the  bondage,  which  he  is  loon 
to  undergo. 

We  are  charmed  with  the  fongs 
of  birds,  foothed  with  the  buzz  of 
infedts,  and  pleafed  with  the  fpor- 
tive  motions  of  filhes,  becaufe 
thefe  are  expreffions  of  enjoyment  ; 
and  we  exult  in  the  felicity  of  the 
whole  animated  creation.  Thus 
an  equal  and  extenlive  benevo¬ 
lence  is  called  forth  into  exertion  ; 
and  having  felt  a  common  interest 
in  the  gratifications  of  inferior 


beings,  we  fhall  be  no  longer  in¬ 
different  to  their  bufferings,  or  be¬ 
come  wantonly  inftrumental  in 
producing  them. 

Ic  leems  to  be  the  intention  of 
Providence,  that  the  lower  orders 
of  animals  Ihould  be  lubfervient 
to  the  comfort,  convenience,  and 
fuftenance  of  man.  But  his  right 
of  dominion  extends  no  farther ; 
and  if  this  right  be  exercifed  with 
mildnefs,  humanity,  and  juftice, 
the  fubjedts  of  his  power  will  be 
no  lefs  benefited  than  himfelf. 
For  various  fpecies  of  living  crea¬ 
tures  are  annually  multiplied  by 
human  art,  improved  in  their  per¬ 
ceptive  powers  by  human  culture, 
and  plentifully  fed  by  human  in- 
duftry.  The  relation,  therefore, 
is  reciprocal,  between  fuch  ani¬ 
mals  and  man  ;  and  he  may  fupply 
his  own  wants  by  the  ule  of  their 
labour,  the  produce  of  their  bo¬ 
dies,  and  even  the  facrifice  of  their 
lives  ;  whilft  he  co-operates  with 
all  gracious  Heaven,  in  promot¬ 
ing  happinefs,  the  great  end  of 
exiftence. 

But  though  it  be  true,  that  par¬ 
tial  e<vilt  with  refpect  to  different 
orders  of  fenfitive  beings,  may  be 
uniter fal good  ;  and  that  it  is  a 
wife  and  benevolent  inftitution  of 
nature,  to  make  deftrudtion  itfelf, 
within  certain  limitations,  the 
caufe  of  an  increafe  of  life  and 
enjoyment  ;  yet  a  generous  per- 
fon  will  extend,  his  compallionate 
regards  to  every  individual,  that 


*  Thomfon’s  Seafon’s  firil  edit. 

Horace  when  he  break*  forth  into  the  animated  exclamation, 

44  0,  rust  quando  ego  te  ajpiciam,  quandoque  licebit 
4 4  Nunc  veterum  librts ,  nunc  Jomno  et  inert ibus  horis 
44  Ducere  jolicit jucunda  cblivia  <vit<e  •” 

Hor.  Sat.  VI. 

feems  to  regret  the  v/ant  of  that  heartfelt  complacency,  which  the  buflle,  pomp,  and 
pleaiures  of  imperial  Rome  could  not  afford. 
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buffers  for  bA  fake  :  and  whilft  he 
f  ghs 

44  Ev’n  for  the  kid,  nr  lamb,  that  pours 
4  4  its  life 

“  Beneath  the  bloody  knife* 

he  will  naturally  be  folicstous  to 
mitigate  pain,  both  in  duration 
and  degree,  by  the  gentled;  inodes 
of  inflicting  it. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  fen fe  of  humanity 
would  foon  be  obliterated,  and 
that  the  heart  would  grow  callous 
to  every  boft  imprelBon,  were  it 
not  for  the  benignant  influence  of 
the  {railing  face  of  nature.  The 
Count  de  Lauzun,'  when  impri- 
foned  by  Louis  XIV,  in  the  cable 
of  PignerQl,  amufed  himfelf,  dur¬ 
ing  a  long  period  of  time,  with 
catching  flies,  and  delivering  them 
to  be  devoured  by  a  rapacious  1  pi  - 
der.  Such  an  entertainment  was 
equally  fmguiar  and  cruel  ;  and 
inconfiftent,  I  believe,  with  his 
fo  rmer  character,  and  ftibfequent 
turn  of  mind.  But  his  cell  had 
no  window  j  and  received  only  a 
glimmering  light  from  an  aper¬ 
ture  in  the  roof.  In  lefs  unfa¬ 
vourable  cirGumftances,  may  we 
not  prefume,  that  inflead  of  {port¬ 
ing  with  mi  fiery,  he  would  have 
releafed  the  agoniimg  flies ;  and 

*  Lord  Lyttelton.  -f  See  Gregorv’: 

§  Akenflde. 
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bid  them  enjoy  that  freedom,  of 
which  he  himfelf  was  bereaved  ? 

But  the  tafte  for  natural  beauty 
is  lubfervient  to  higher  purpofies, 
than  thofe  which  have  been  enu¬ 
merated  :  and  the  cultivation  of  it 
not  only  refines  and  humanifes, 
but  dignifies  and  exalts  the  af¬ 
fections.  It  elevates  them  to  the 
admiration  and  love  of  that  Be¬ 
ing,  who  is  the  Author  of  all  that 
is  fair,  fublime,  and  good  in  the 
creation.  Scepticifrn  and  irreli- 
gion  are  hardly  compatible  with 
the  fenfibility  of  heart  f  ,  which 
a  riles  from  a  juft  and  lively  relifh 
of  the  wifdom,  harmony,  and  or¬ 
der  fubfifting  in  the  world  around 
us  :  and  emotions  of  piety  muft 
fpring  up  fpontaneoufly  in  the  bo- 
fom,  *  that  is  in  unifon  with  all 
animated  nature.  Actuated  by 
this  divine  infpiration,  man  finds 
“  a  fane  in  every  facred  grove  t 
and  glowing  with  devout  fervour, 
he  joins  his  fong  to  the  univerfai 
chorus ;  or  unifies  the  praife  of  the 
Almighty,  in  filence  more  ex- 
preffive.  Thus  they 

44  Whom  Nature’s  works  can  charm,  with 
44  God  himfelf 

“Hold  convene  ;  glow  familiar,  day  by 
“day, 

44  With  his  conceptions;  aft  upon  his  plan; 
44  And  Erm  to  his,  the  relifh  of  their 
44  fouls 

Comparative  View.  J  Th'omlbiy, 
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Ode  fjr  the  New  Ye  ar,  1781.  Written  by  Wi  ll  i  a m  Wh  i  t  eh e a  d, 

E/jt  Poet  Laureat. 

AS  K  round  the  world,  from  age  to  age. 

Not  where  alone  th’  hiftorian’s  page 
Or  poet’s  long  have  juft  attention  won. 

But  even  the  feebleft  voice  of  fame 
Has  learnt  to  lifp  Britannia’s  name, 

Afk  of  her  inborn  worth,  and  deeds  of  high  renown. 

What  power  from  Lulitania  broke 
The  haughty  Spaniard’s  galling  yoke  ? 

Who  bade  the  Belgian  mounds  with  freedom  ring  ? 

Who  fix’d  fo  oft,  with  ftrength  fupreme. 

In  balanc’d  Europe8s  nodding  beam. 

And  rais’d  die  Auftrian  eagle’s  drooping  wing  ?  • 

’Twas  Britain  !  Britain  heard  the  nations  groan. 

As  jealous  of  their  freedom  as  her  own. 

Where’er  her  valiant  troops  fhe  led. 

Check’d,  and  aballi’d,  and  taught  to  fear. 

The  earth’s  proud  tyrants  {topp’d  their  mad  career  j 
To  Britain  Gallia  bow’d  ;  from  ftritain  Julius  fled. 

Why  then  when  round  her  fair  protedtrefs’  brow 
The  dark  clouds  gather,  and  the  tempefts  blow. 

With  folded  arms,  at  eafe  reclin’d. 

Does  Europe  lit  ?  or,  more  unkind. 

Why  fraudulently  aid  th’  infidious  plan  ? 

The  foes  of  Britain  are  the  foes  of  man.  x 
Alas  1  her  glory  foars  too  high. 

Her  radiant  Star  of  Liberty 
Has  bid  too  long  th’  aftonilh’d  nations  gaze  : 

That  glory  which  they  once  admir’d. 

That  glory  in  their  caufe  acquir’d. 

That  glory  burns  too  bright,  they  cannot  bear  the  blaze  l 
Then  Britons,  by  experience  wife 
Court  not  an  envious  or  a  timid  friend  ; 

Firm  in  thyfelf  undaunted  rife. 

On  thy  own  arm,  and  righteous  Heaven  depend. 

So,  as  in  great  Eliza’s  days. 

On  Self-fupported  pinions  borne. 

Again  {halt  thou  look  down  with  fcorn 

M  4  On 
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On  an  op^ofing  world,  and  all  its  wiiy  ways  : 

*  Growing  greater  from  diftrefs. 

And  eager  dill  to  blefs. 

As  truly  generous  as  thou’rt  truly  brave. 

Again  (hall  crufh  the  proud,  again  the  conquer'd  fave. 

Ode  for  the  King’s  Birth-Day,  June  4,  1781.  By  W.  White* 

head,  EJq',  Poet  Laureat. 

STILL  does  the  rage  of  war  prevail  ? 

Still  thirds  for  blood  th’  infatiate  fpear  ? 

Waft  not,  ye  winds,  th’  invidious  tale. 

Nor  let  th’  untutor’d  nations  hear 

That  paffion  baffles  reafon’s  beaded  reign. 

And  half  the  peopled  world  is  civilis’d  in  vain. 

\ 

What  are  morals,  what  are  laws. 

What  religion’s  facred  name  ? 

Nor  morals  foften,  nor  religion  awes  ; 

Pure  though  the  precepts  flow,  the  actions  are  the  fame. 

Revenge,  and  pride,  and  deadly  hate. 

And  avarice,  tainting  deep  the  mind. 

With  all  the  fury-fiends  that  wait. 

As  torturing  plagues  on  human  kind. 

When  ihewn  in  their  own  native  light. 

In  truth’s  clear  mirror,  heavenly  bright. 

Like  real  monders  rife  ; 

But,  let  illufion’s  powerful  wand 

Transform,  arrange  the  hideous  band. 

They  cheat  us  in  difguife  ; 

We  drefs  their  horrid  forms  in  borrow’d  rays. 

Then  call  them  glory,  and  purfue  the  blaze, 

O  blind  to  Nature’s  focial  plan. 

And  Heaven’s  indulgent  end  ! 

Her  kinder  laws  knit  man  to  man 
As  brother  and  as  friend. 

Nature,  intent  alone  to  blefs, 

Bidsdrife  and  difeord  ceafe  ; 

Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 
ii  And  all  her  paths  are  peace.” 

Even  this  aulpicious  day  would  wear 
A  brighter  face  of  joy  lerene. 

And  not  one  ruffling  gale  of  care 
Didurb  the  halcyon  feene  ; 

On  lighter  wings  would  Zephyr  move,. 

The  fun  with  added  ludre  fhine  ; 

Did  peace,  defeending  from  above. 

Here  fix  her  earthly  fflrine  :  , 

Here 
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Here  to  the  Monarch’s  fondefi:  prayer 
A  juft  attention  yield. 

And  let  him  change  the  fword  of  war 
For  her  p.ote&ing  fhield. 

ExtraSi  from  “  The  Triumphs  ofTempe  r,”  a  Poem,  by 

Mr.  Hay  ley. 

SCARCE  had  her  radiant  eyes  *  began  to  clofe. 

When  to  her  view  a  friendly  vifion  rofe  : 

A  fairy  Phantom  ftruck  her  mental  fight. 

Light  as  the  goffamer,  as  aether  bright  ; 

Array’d  like  Pallas  was  the  pigmy  form. 

When  the  fa ge  Goddefs  Hills  the  martial  form. 

Her  cafque  was  amber,  richly  grac’d  above 
With  down,  colie&ed  from  the  callow  dove  : 

Her  bumifh’d  breaft-plate,  of  a  deeper  dye. 

Was  once  the  armour  of  a  golden  fly  : 

A  lynx’s  eye  her  little  aegis  fhone. 

By  fairy  fpells  converted  into  {tone. 

And  worn  of  old,  as  elfin  poets  fing. 

By  /Egypt’s  lovely  queen,  a  favourite  ring  : 

Myfterious  power  was  in  the  magic  toy. 

To  turn  the  frowns  of  care  to  fmiles,  of  .joy. 

Her  tiny  lance,  whofe  radiance  ftream’d  afar, 

W as  one  bright  fparkle  from  the  bridal  far. 

A  filmy  mantle  round  her  figure  play’d. 

Fine  as  the  texture,  by  Arachne  laid 

O’er  fome  young  plant,  when  glittering  to  the  view 

With  many  an  orient  pearl  of  morning  dew. 

The  Phantom  hover’d  o’er  the  confcious  Fair 
With  fucii  a  lively  fmileof  tender  care. 

As  on  her  elfin  lord  Titania  caft, 

When  firft  fhe  found  his  angry  lpell  was  pafh 
Round  her  rich  locks  Serena  chanc’d  to  tie 
An  ample  ribband  of  caerulean  dye  : 

High  o’er  her  forehead  rofe  the  graceful  bow, 

Whofe  arch  commanded  the  fweet  feene  below  : 

The  hovering  fpirit  view’d  the  tempting  Ipot, 

And  lightly  perch’d  on  this  unbending  knot  ; 

As  the  fair  flutterer,  of  Pfyche’s  race. 

Is  feen  to  terminate  her  airy  chace. 

When,  pleas’d  at  length  her  quivering  wings  to  clofe. 

Fondly  fhe  fettles  on  the  fragrant  rofe. 

Now  in  foft  notes,  more  mufically  clear 
Than  ever  Fairy  breath’d  in  mortal  ear, 

Thefe  words  the  vifionary  voice  convey’d 
To  the  charm’d  fpirit  of  thefieeping  maid  : 

*  Serena’s 

{<  Thou 
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f<  Thou  darling  of  my  care,  whofe  ripen’d  worth 
Shall  fpread  my  empire  o’er  the  foiling  earth  ; 

Whom  Nature  bled,  forbidding  modifh  Art 
To  cramp  thy  fpirit,  or  contract  thy  heart  ; 

Screen’d  from  thy  thought,  nor  in  thy  vifions  felt. 
Long  on  thy  opening  mind  I’ve  fondly  dwelt  ; 

In  childhood’s  borrows  brought  thee  quick  relief. 

And  dry’d  thy  April  ffiowwrs  of  infant  grief ; 

Taught  thee  to  laugh  at  the  malicious  boy. 

Who  broke  thy  playthings  with  a  barbarous  joy. 

To  bear  what  ills  the  little  Female  haunt,  "  1 
The  tefty  nurfe,  the  imperious  governante,  V 
And  that  tyrannic  peft,  (he  prying  maiden  aunt.  I 
Now  ripening  years  a  nobler  fcene  fupply  ; 

For  life  now  opens  on  thy  fparkling  eye  : 

Thy  rifmgbofom  fwebis  with  jufi  defire 
Rapture  to  feel,  and  rapture  to  infpire  : 

Not  the  vain  blifs,  the  tranfitory  joys. 

That  childilh  woman  feels  in  radiant  toys  ; 

The  coftly  diamond,  or  the  lighter  pearl. 

The  maffive  Nabob,  or  the  tinfel  Earl. 

Thy  heart  demands,  each  meaner  aim  above, 

Th’  imperiihable  wealth  of  fierling  love  ; 

*1  hy  wifb,  to  pleafe  by  ev’ry  l’ofter  grace 
Of  elegance  and  eafe,  of  form  and  face  ! 

By  lively  fancy  and  by  fenfe  refin’d. 

The  Wronger  magic  of  the  cultur’d  mind  ! 

Thy  pure  ambition,  and  thy  virtuous  plan. 

To  fix  the  variable  heart  of  man  ! 

Short  is  the  worfhip  paid  at  Beauty’s  (brine $ 

But  lafting  love  and  happinefs  are  mine  : 

Mine,  tho’  the  earth’s  mifraken,  blinded  r^ce 
Defpife  my  influence,  and  my  name  debafo  ; 

Nor  breathe  one  vow  to  that  aetherial  friend. 

On  whom  the  colours  of  their  life  depend. 

But  to  thy  innocence  I’ll  now  difplay  ' 

I  he  myftic  marvels  of  my  fecret  fway  ; 

And  tell,  in  this  thy  fate-deciding  hour. 

My  race,  my  name,  my  office,  and  my  power. 

Firft,  hear  what  wonders  human  forms  contain  ! 

And  learn  the  texture  of  the  female  brain  ! 

By  Nature’s  care  in  curious  order  fpread, 
i  his  living  net  is  fram’d  of  tender  thread  ; 

Fine,  as  thy  hand,  fome  favour’d  youth  to  grace. 

Knits  with  nice  art  to  form  the  mimic  lace. 

Within  the  center  of  this  fretted  dome. 

Her  fecret  tower,  her  heaven-conftruded  home. 

Soft  Senfibility,  foeet  Beauty’s  foul  ! 

Keeps  her  coy  date,  and  animates  the.  whole. 
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Invifihle  as  Harmony,  who  fprings, 

Wak’d  by  young  Zephyr,  from  /Lolian  firings  ; 
Her  fubtle  power,  more  delicately  tine. 

Dwells  in  each  thread,  and  lives  in  every  line. 
Whole  quick  vibrations,  without  end,  impart 
Pieafure  and  pain  to  the  refponlive  heart. 

As  Zephyr’s  breath  the  willing  chord  infpires, 
Whilpering  loft  mufic  to  the  trembling  wires. 

So  with  fond  care  1  regulate,  unfeen. 

The  fofter  movements  of  this  nice  machine  ; 
Temper  my  earthly  name,  the  nurfe  of  love  ! 

But  call’d  So ph rosy ne  in  realms  above  ! 

When  lovely  woman,  perredt  at  her  birch, 

Blefl  with  her  early  charms  the  wand’ring  earth. 
Her  foul,  in  Tweet  limplicity  array’d, 

Nor  (har’d  my  guidance,  nor  requir’d  my  aid. 

Her  tender  frame,  nor  confident  nor  coy. 

Had  every  fibre  tun’d  to  gentle  joy  : 

No  vain  caprices  lwell’d  her  pouting  lip  ; 

No  gold  produc’d  a  mercenary  trip  ; 

Soft  innocence  infpir’d  her  willing  ki-fs. 

Her  love  was  nature,  and  her  life  was  blifs. 

Guide  of  his  reafon,  not  his  pallion’s  prey. 

She  tamed  the  lavage,  man,  who  blefs’d  her  fwav. 
No  jarring  wifhes  fill’d  the  world  with  woes. 

But  youth  was  ecllacy,  and  age  repofe.” 


Description  <?/  the  Sphere  of  Sensibility;  from  the  fain;  Poem. 
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WELL  may’ll  thou  bend  o’er  this  congenial  fphere  ; 

For  Senfibility  is  (overeign  here. 

Thou  feefl-her  train  of  fprightly  damfels  fport. 

Where  the  foft  Spirit  holds  her  rural  court  : 

But  fix  thine  eye  attentive  to  the  plain. 

And  mark  the  varying  wonders  of  her  reign.” 

As  thus  fhe  fpoke.  Hie  pois’d  her  airy  feat 
High  o’er  a  plain  exhaling  every  fweet ; 

For  round  its  precin&s  all  the  flowers  that  bloom 
Fill’d  the  delicious  air  with  rich  perfume  ; 

And  in  the  midft  a  verdant  throne  appear’d, 

In  fimplefl  form  by  graceful  Fancy  rear’d. 

And  deck’d  with  flowers  ;  not  luch  whole  flaunting  dyes 
Strike  with  the  llrongell  taint  our  dazzled  eyes  ; 

But  thole  wild  herbs  that  tendered  fibres  bear. 

And  lhun  th’  approaches  of  a  damper  air. 

Here  flood  the  lovely  Ruler  of  the  fcene. 

And  Beauty,  more  than  Pomp,  announc’d  the  Queen, 

'The  bending  fnovv-drop,  and  the  briar-rofc. 

The  Ample  circle  of  her  crown  compofe  ; 
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Rofes  of  every  hue  her  robe  adorn, 

Lxcept  th’  infipid  role  without  a  thorn. 

Thro’'  her  thin  veil  her  heighten’d  beauties  fhine  ; 

For  earthly  gauze  was  never  half  fo  fine. 

Of  that  enchanting  age  her  figure  feems. 

When  fmiling  Nature  with  the  vital  beams 
Of  vivid  Youth,  and  Pleaf lire’s  purple  flame, 

Gilds  her  accomplifti’d  work,  the  female  frame,  ■ 
With  rich  luxuriance  tender,  fweetly  wild, 

And  juft  between  the  woman  and  the  child. 

Her  fair  left  arm  around  a  vale  fhe  flings. 

From  which  the  tender  plant  Mimofa  fprings  : 

Towards  its  leaves,  o’er  which  ftie  fondly  bends. 

The  youthful  fair  her  vacant  hand  extends 
With  gentle  motion,  anxious  to  furvey 
Flow  far  the  feeling  fibres  own  her  fway  : 

1  he  leaves,  as  confcious  of  their  Queen’s  command, 
Suceeflive  fall  at  her  approaching  hand  ; 

While  her  foft  breaft  with  pity  feems  to  pant. 

And  ftirinks  at  every  fhrinking  of  the  plant. 

Around  their  Sovereign,  on  the  verdant  ground. 
Sweet  airy  forms  in  myftic  meafures  bound. 

The  mighty  mafter  of  the  revel.  Love, 

In  nofesmore  (oothingthan  his  mother’s  dove. 

Prompts  the  foft  ftrain  that  melting  virgins  fing. 

Or  fportive  trips  around  the  frolic  ring, 

Coupling,  with  radiant  wreaths  of  lambent  fire. 

Fair  fluttering  Hope  and  rapturous  Defire. 
Unnumber’d  damlels  different  charms  difplay. 

Pen  five  with  blrls,  or  in  their  pleafures  gav  ; 

And  the  wide  profped  yields  one  touching  fight 
Of  tender,  yet  diverfified  delight. 

But,  the  bright  triumphs  of  their  joy  to  check. 

In  the  clear  air  there  hangs  a  dafky  fpeck  ; 

It  fwells* — it  fpreads — and  rapid,  as  it  grows. 

O’er  the  gay  fcene  a  chilling  fhadow  throws. 

The  foft  Serena,  who  beheld  its  flight, 

Sufpeds  no  evil  from  a  cloud  fo  light ; 

For  harmlefs  round  her  the  thin  vapours  wreath. 

Not  hiding  from  her  view  the  fcene  beneath  ; 

But.  ah  !  too  loon,  with  Pity’s  tender  pain. 

She  faw  its  dire  effed  o’er  all  the  plain  : 

Sudden  from  thence  the  founds  of  Anguifh  flov/. 

And  Joys  fweet  carols  end  in  fhrteks  of  woe  : 

The  wither’d  flowers  are  fall’n,  that  bloom’d  fo  fair. 
And  poifon  all  the  peftilential  air, 

Prom  the  rent  earth  dark  demons  force  their  way. 

And  make  the  fportive  revellers  their  prey. 
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Here  gloomy  Terror,  with  a  fhadowy  rope. 

Seems  like  a  Turkiih  Mute,  to  llrangle  Hope  ; 

There  jealous  Fury  drowns  in  blood  the  tire 

That  fparkled  in  the  eye  of  young  Defire  ; 

And  lifelefs  Love  lets  mercilefs  Delpair 

From  his  crulli’d  frame  his  bleeding  pinions  tear. 

But  pangs  more  cruel,  more  intenfely  keen. 

Wound  and  diftraCt  their  fympathetic  Queen: 

With  fruitlefs  tears  file  o’er  their  mifery  bends  ; 

From  her  fweet  brow  the  thorny  rofe  ihe  rends. 

And,  bow’d  by  Grief’s  infutferable  weight. 

Frantic  (he  curies  her  immortal  Late : 

The  loft  Serena,  as  this  curie  Ihe  hears. 

Feels  her  bright  eye  iuffus’d  with  kindred  tears  ; 

And  her  kind  bread:,  where  quick  companion  fweli’d. 
Shar’d  in  each  bitter  buffering  Ihe  beheld. 

The  guardian  Power  furvey’d  her  lovely  grief. 

And  fpoke  in  gentle  terms  of  mild  relief : 

“  For  this  foft  tribe  thy  heavieft  fear  difmifs, 

“  And  know  their  pains  are  tranlient  as  their  blifs : 

<e  Rapture  and  Agony,  in  Nature’s  loom, 
ec  Have  form’d  the  changing  tiffue  of  their  doom; 

Both  interwoven  with  fo  nice  an  art, 

“  No  power  can  tear  the  twilled  threads  apart : 

(t  Yet  happier  thefe,  to  Nature’s  heart  more  dear, 

“  Than  the  dull  offspring  in  the  torpid  fphere, 

“  Where  her  warm  wilhes,  and  affections  kind, 

“  Lofe  their  bright  current  in  the  ffagnant  mind. 

(s  Here  grief  and  joy  fo  fuddenly  unite, 

“  That  anguilh  lerves  to  fublimate  delight.” 

She  fpoke;  and,  ere  Serena  could  reply. 

The  vapour  vanifh’d  from  the  lucid  Iky  ; 

The  Nymphs  revive,  the  lhadowy  Fiends  are  flea. 

The  new-born  flowers  a  richer  fragrance  Ihed  ; 

The  gentle  ruler  of  the  changeful  land. 

Smiling,  refumed  her  lymbol  of  command  ; 

Replac’d  the  rofes  of  her  regal  wreath. 

Still  trembling  at  the  thorns  that  lurk  beneath  : 

But,  to  her  wounded  fubjects  quick  to  pay 

The  tender  duties  of  imperial  lway. 

Their  wants  Ihe  fuccotfr’d,  they  her  wiih  obey’d. 

And  all  recover’d  by  alternate  aid  ; 

While,  on  the  lovely  Queen’s  enchanting  face,  "j 

Departed  Sorrow’s  faint  and  fainter  trace,  /■ 

Gave  to  eachtouchingcharm  a  more  attractive  grace.  J 
Nuw,  laughing  Sport,  from  the  enlighten’d  plain. 

Clear’d  with  quick  foot  the  veiliges  of  Pain  ; 

The  gay  fcene  grows  more  beautifully  bright. 

Than  when  it  firft  allur’d  Serena’s  fight. 

\ 

/  ' 
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Extrads  from  the  Library,  a  Poem , 

NEAR  thefe,  and  where  the  fet ting  fun  difplavs 
Through  the  dim  window  his  departing  rays? 
.And  gilds  yon  columns,  there  on  either  fide 
The  huge  abridgments  of  the  law  abide  ; 

Fruitful  as  vice  the  dread  corredtors  Hand, 

And  fpread  their  guardian  terrors  round  the  land  ; 

Yet,  as  the  belt  that  human  care  can  do. 

Is  mixt  with  error,  oft  with  evil  too  ; 

Skill’d  in  deceit,  and  pradtis’d  to  evade. 

Knaves  ftand  fecure,  for  whom  thefe  laws  were  made. 
And  Juftice  vainly  each  expedient  tries. 

While  Art  eludes  it,  or  while  Power  defies. 

Ah  !  happy  age,  the  youthful  Poet  cries. 

Ere  laws  arofe,  ere  tyrants  bade  them  rife  ; 

When  all  were  bled  to  fhare  a  common  dore. 

And  none  were  proud  of  wealth,  for  none  were  poor  $ 
No  wars,  no  tumults  vext  each  ftill  domain. 

No  third  of  empire,  no  defire  of  gain; 

No  proud  great  man,  nor  one  who  would  be  great. 
Drove  moded  Merit  from  its  proper  date  ; 

Nor  into  didant  climes  would  Avarice  roam. 

To  fetch  delights  for  Luxury  at  home  : 

Bound  by  no  ties  but  thofe  by  nature  made. 

Virtue  was  law,  and  gifts  prevented  trade. 

Midaken  youth  !  each  nation  fird  was  rude. 

Each  man  a  chearlefs  fon  of  folitude. 

To  whom  no  joys  of  focial  life  |vere  known. 

Nor  felt  a  care  that  was  not  all  his  own  ; 

Or  in  fome  languid  clime  his  abjedt  foul 
Bo w’d  to  a  little  tyrant’s  dern  controul ; 

A  fiave,  with  fiaves  his  monarch’s  throne  he  raised. 
And  in  rude  fong  his  ruder  idol  prais’d  ; 

The  meaner  cares  of  life  were  all  he  knew. 

Bounded  his  pleafures,  and  his  wifhes  few  : 

But  when  by  flow  degrees  the  Arts  arole. 

Taught  by  fome  conquering  friends,  who  came  as  foes  5 
When  Commerce,  rifing  from  the  bed  of  eafe. 

Ran  round  the  land  and  pointed  to  the  Teas  ; 

When  Emulation,  born  with  jealous  eye. 

And  Avarice,  lent  their  fpurs  to  Indudry  ; 

Then  one  by  one  the  numerous  laws  were  made, 
Thofe  to  controul,  and  thofe  to  fuccour  trade  ; 

To  curb  the  infolence  of  rude  command. 

To  fnateh  the  vidtim  from  the  Ufurer’s  hand. 


To 


POETRY. 


r75 


To  awe  the  bold,  to  yield  the  wrong’d  redrefs. 

And  feed  the  poor  with  Luxury’s  excels. 

Like  feme  vail  flood,  unbounded,  fierce,  and  ftrong, 
His  nature  leads  ungovern’d  man  along  ; 

Like  mighty  bulwarks  made  to  ftem  that  tide, 

The  laws  are  form’d,  and  plac’d  on  every  fide  ; 
Whene’er  it  breaks  the  bounds  by  thefe  decreed. 

New  ftatutes  rile,  and  llronger  laws  lucceed  ♦, 

More  and  more  gentle  grows  the  dying  ftream. 

More  and  more  ftrong  the  riflng  bulwarks  feem  ; 

’Till,  like  a  miner  working  hire  and  flow. 

Luxury  creeps  on,  and  ruins  all  below  ; 

The  balls  links,  the  ample  piles  decay. 

The  ftately  fabric  (hakes  and  falls  away  ; 

Primaeval  Want  and  Ignorance  come  on. 

But  Freedom,  that  exalts  the  favage  ftate,  is  gone. 

Lo  !  where  of  late  the  Book  of  Martyrs  flood, 

O  pious  traffs,  and  Bibles  bound  in  wood  ; 

There,  fuch  the  tafte  of  our  degenerate  age. 

Stand  the  prophane  delufions  of  the  ftage  ; 

Yet  Virtue  owns  the  Tragic  Mufe  a  friend. 

Fable  her  means,  morality  her  end  ; 

For  this  flie  rules  all  paiftons  in  their  turns. 

And  now  the  bofom  bleeds,  and  now  it  burns  j 
Pity  with  weeping  eye  furveys  her  bowl. 

Her  anger  fwells,  her  terror  chills  the  foul  ; 

She  makes  the  vile  to  virtue  yield  applaufe. 

And  own  her  feeptre  while  they  break  her  laws  : 

For  vice  in  others  is  abhorr’d  of  all. 

And  villains  glory  in  a  villain’s  fall. 

Not  thus  her  After  Comedy  prevails. 

Who  Ihoots  at  Folly,  for  her  arrow  fails  ; 

Folly,  by  Dullnefs  arm’d,  receives  no  wound. 

But  harmlefs  fees  the  feather’d  lhafts  rebound  j 
Unhurt  fhe  Hands,  applauds  the  archer’s  fkill. 

Laughs  at  her  malice,  and  is  Folly  ftiil. 

Yet  well  fhe  paints,  in  her  deferiptive  feenes. 

What  Pride  wili  ftoop  to,  what  Profellion  means  ; 

How  formal  fools  the  farce  of  State  applaud. 

How  Caution  watches  at  the  lips  of  Fraud  ; 

The  wordy  variance  of  domeftic  life. 

The  tyrant  Hulband,  the  retorting  Wife  ; 

The  f  nares  for  Innocence,  the  lye  of  Trade, 

And  the  fmooth  tongue’s  habitual  mafquerade. 

With  her  the  Virtues  to  obtain  a  place. 

Each  gentle  paftion,  each  becoming  grace  \ 
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The  focialjoy  in  life’  fecurer  road, 

Its  eafy  pleafure,  its  fublfantial  good  ; 

The  happy  thought  that  confcious  virtue  gives. 

And  all  that  ought  to  live,  and  all  that  lives. 

But  who  are  thefe  ?  Methinks  a  noble  mien. 

And  awful  grandeur  in  their  form  are  feen. 

Now  in  difgrace  :  what  tho’  neglect  has  hied 
Polluting  diifl  on  every  reverend  head  ; 

What  though  beneath  yon  gilded  tribe  they  lie. 

And  duH  obiervers  pafs  infulting  by  ; 

Forbid  it  fhame,  forbid  it  decent  awe. 

What  feems  fo  grave  fhould  no  attention  draw  : 

Come  let  us  then  with  reverend  ftep  advance. 

And  greet — the  ancient  worthies  ol  Romance. 

Hence,  ye  prophane  !  I  feel  a  former  dread, 

A  thoufand  vifions  float  around  my  head  * 

Hark  hollow  blahs  through  empty  courts  refound. 

And  (hadowy  forms  with  ftaring  eyes  ftalk  round  5  * 

See  !  moats  and  bridges,  walls  and  cattles  rife, 

Ghofts,  fairies,  daemons,  dance  before  our  eyes  j 
Lo  !  magic  verfe  infcrib’d  on  golden  gate. 

And  bloody  hand  that  beckons  on  to  fate  : 

“  And  who  art  thou,  thou  little  page,  unfold? 
i6  Say  doth  thy  Lord  my  Claribel  with-hold  ? 
e<  Go  tell  him  ftrait.  Sir  Knight,  thou  muft  reflgn 
i(  Thy  captive  Queen- — for  Claribel  is  mine.” 

Away  he  flies  ;  and  now  for  bloody  deeds. 

Black  fuits  of  armour,  malks,  and  foaming  heeds  j 
The  Giant  falls— his  recreant  throat  I  leize, 

And  from  his  corflettake  the  mafly  keys  ; 

Dukes,  Lords,  and  Knights  in  long  proceflion  move. 

Releas’d  from  bondage  with  my  virgin  love  - - 

She  comes,  fhe  comes  in  all  the  charms  of  youth, 
Unequall’dlove  and  unfufpedted  truth  \ 

Ah  !  happy  he  who  thus  in  magic  themes. 

O’er  worlds  bewitch’d,  in  early  rapture  dreams. 

Where  wild  Enchantment  waves  her  potent  wand. 

And  Fancy’s  beauties  fill  her  fairy  land  ; 

Where  doubtful  objects  ftrange  defires  excite. 

And  fear  and  ignorance  afford  delight. 

But  loh,  for  ever  loh,  to  me  thefe  joys. 

Which  Reafori  fcatters,  and  which  Time  deftroys  5 
Too  dearly  bought,  maturer  Judgment  calls 
My  bufied  mind  from  tales  and  madrigals  ; 

My  doughty  Giants  all  are  flain  or  fled. 

And  all  my  Knights,  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  dead  % 
No  more  the  midnight  Fairy  tribe  I  view 
All  in.  the  merry  moonfhine  tipling  dew  j 
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Ev’n  the  lad  lingering  fi&ion  of  the  brain. 

The  church-yard  Ghoft,  is  now  at  reft  again  ; 
And  all  thefe  wayward  wanderings  of  my  youth. 
Fly  Reafon’s  power,  and  (bun  the  light  of  Truth. 

With  Fidlion  then  does  real  joy  refide. 

And  is  our  reafon  the  delufive  guide  ? 

Is  it  then  right  to  dream  the  Syrens  (ing  ? 

Or  mount  enraptur’d  on  the  Dragon’s  wing  ? 

No,  ’tis  the  infant  mind,  to  care  unknown. 

That  makes  th’  imagin’d  paradife  its  own  j 
Soon  as  reflections  in  the  bofom  rife. 

Light  (lumbers  vani(h  from  the  clouded  eyes  ; 
The  tear  and  fmile,  at  once  together  rofe. 

Are  then  divorc’d  ;  the  head  and  heart  are  foes  ; 
Enchantment  bows  to  Wifdom’s  ferious  plan. 
And  pain  and  prudence  make  and  mar  the  man. 


Ex  trad  from  SYMPATHY,  a  Poem .  By  Mr.  Pratt. 

ONCE,  and  not  far  from  where  thofe  feats  are  feen. 

Juft  where  yon  white  huts  peep  the  copfe  between, 

A  damfel  languifh’d,  all  her  kin  were  gone. 

For  God  who  lent,  refum’d  them  one  by  one  ; 

Difeafe  and  penury,  in  cruel  ftrife. 

Had  ravifti’d  all  the  decent  means  of  life. 

E’en  the  mark’d  crown,  her  lover’s  gift  (he  gave,  > 

In  filial  duty  for  a  father’s  grave. 

That  fo  the  honour’d  clay  which  caus’d  her  birth 
Might  (lumber  peaceful  in  the  facred  earth. 

Chim’d  to  its  grafs-green  home  with  pious  peal. 

While  hollow’d  dirges  hymn  the  laft  farewell  ; 

At  length  thefe  piercing  woes  her  fenl'e  invade. 

And  lone  and  long  the  haplefs  wanderer  ftray’d, 

O’er  the  bleack  heath,  around  th’  unmeafur’d  wood, 

Up  the  huge  precipice,  or  near  the  flood  ; 

She  mounts  the  rock  at  midnight’s  awful  hour. 

Enjoys  the  gloom,  and  idiy  mocks  the  (bower  ; 

Now  (corns  her  fate,  then  patient  bends  the  knee. 

And  courts  each  pitying  ftar  to  fet  her  free, 

Then  darting  wilder,  thinks  thofe  ftars  her  foes, 

Srnices  her  fad  breaft,  and  laughs  amidft  her  woes  j 
Oft  would  (he  chace  the  bee,  or  braid  the  grafs. 

Or  crop  the  hedge-flower,  or  diforder’d  pal's  ; 

Fife,  reftiels  loiter  in  the  pathlefs  mead, 

Sing  to  the  birds  at  rooft,  the  lambs  at  (eed  > 

Or  if  a  neft  (he  found  the  brakes  among, 

No  hand  of  bet’s  deftroy’d  the  promis’d  young  j 
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And  when  kind  nature  brought  the  balmy  deep. 

Too  boon  (he  woke  to  wander  and  to  weep  t 
Acr'ofs  her  bread  the  tangled  trelfes  flew* 

And  frenzied  glances  all  around  ffe  threw  ; 

Th’  unfettled  foul  ihofe  frenzied  glances  (peak. 

And  tears  of  terror  hurry  down  her  cheek  $ 

Yet  dill  that  eye  was  bright,*  that  cheek  was  fair. 

Though  pale  the  rofe,  the  lilly  bloffom’d  there. 

A  wandering  l'wain  the  beauteous  Maniac  found. 

Her  woes  wild  warbling  to  the  rocks  around; 

A  river  roll'd  belide,  aghaft  fhe  ran, 

Her  vain  fears  Harding  at  the  fight  of  man  5 
And,  lave  me,  God  !  my  father’s  ghoft  !  fbe  cry’d* 

Then  headlong  plung’d  info  the  fiafhing  tide. 

The  youth  puriues — but  wild  the  waters  rofe 
And  o’er  their  heads  in  circling  {urges  dole. 

Not  Heav’n-born  Sympathy  itlelf  could  lave  ; 

Both,  both  alas!  were  whelm’d  beneath  the  wave. 

And  lives  the  man,  who  fenfelefs  could  have  flood 
To  fee  the  victim  buffet  with  the  flood  ? 

Whole  coward  cheek  no  tinge  of  honour  feels* 

Fluff’d  with  no  pr  de  at  what  the  Mufe  reveals  ? 

If  fuch  a  man,  if  fuch  a  wretch  there  be. 

Thanks  to  this  aching  heart,  I  am  not  he. 

Hail,  lovely  griefs,  in  tender  mercy  giv’n. 

And  hail,  ye  tears,  like  dew-drops  freff  from  heav’n  ; 

Hail,  balmy  breath  of  unaffected  fighs. 

More  fweet  than  airs  that  breathe  from  eaftern  flues ; 

Hail,  facred  fource  of  fympathies  divine. 

Each  facial  pulfe,  each  focial  fibre  thine  ; 

Hail,  fymbols  of  the  God,  to  whom  we  owe 
The  nerves  that  vibrate*  and  the  hearts  that  glow  ; 

Love’s  tender  tumult*  Friendffip’s  holy  fires, 

And  all  which  beauty*  all  which  worth  infpires. 

The  joy  that  lights  the  hope-illumirPd  eye, 

The  blifs  fupreme  that  melts  in  Pity’s  figh* 

AffeClion’s  bloom  quick  ruffing  to  the  lace. 

The  choice  acknowledg’d  and  the  warm  embrace ; 

Oh  power  of  powers*  whole  magic  thus  can  draw. 

Earth,  air,  and  ocean,  by  one  central  law  ; 
join  bird  to  bird*  to  inleCl  infeCt  link* 

From  thcfe  which  grovel  up  to  thole  which  think  ; 

Oh,  ever,bleft  !  whofe  bounties  opening  wide 
Fill  the  vail  globe,  for  mortals  to  divide. 

Thy  Heav’niy  favours  flretch  from  pole  to  pole. 

Encircle  earth,  and  rivet  foul  to  foul  ! 

Ceafe  then  to  wonder  thefe  lov’d  Icenes  impart 
No  more  the  ufual  tranfport  to  my  heart  ; 

Tho 
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Tho*  moded  Twiliglit  vifit  Eve  again. 

At  whole  lolt  fummons  homeward  deps  the  Twain  ; 

Though  from  the  breath  of  oxen  in  the  vale, 

1  catch  the  fpirit  of  the  balmy  gale. 

And  from  the  brakes  the  anlwering  thrufhes  Ting, 

While  the  grey  owl  lails  by  on  lolemn  wing  ; 

Nor  wonder,  it  when  morning  blooms  again. 

In  difcontent  I  quit  the  flowery  plain. 

Thus  the  poor  mariner,  his  traffic  o’er. 

Crouds' ev’ry  Tail  to  reach  his  native  fhore, 

Vv  i th  lmiles  he  marks  the  pennons  dream  to  port. 

And  climbs  the  top-mad  height  to  eye  the  fort  ; 

Dim  through  the  mi  ft  the  difiant  land  appears. 

And  far  he  Hopes  to  hail  it  with  his  tears  ; 

From  foreign  regions,  foreign  faces,  come. 

Anxious  he  feeks  his  much-lov’d  friends  at  home. 

Warm,  and  more  warm,  the  focial  palfion  glow's. 

As  near  and  nearer  to  the  place  he  goes  ; 

Quick  beats  his  heart  as  prefling  on  he  fees 
His  own  fair  cottage  canopyM  with  trees  ; 

For  there,  in  blefied  health,  he  hopes  to  find 
H's  wife  and  cradled  infant  left  behind  ; 

Panting,  he  plucks  the  latch  that  guards  the  door. 

But  finds  his  wife,  his  cradled  babe,  no  more  ! 

Like  lome  fad  ghod  he  wanders  o’er  the  green. 

Droops  on  the  bloifom’d  wade,  and  loaths  the  fcene. 

1 

Extra  ft  from  an  EPISTLE  Young  Gentleman,  on  his  halving 

adai  died  him]  elf  to  the  S  tudy  oj  Poetry .  By  William  Preston,  E/q  » 
from  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for  Sept,  1781. 

AND  would’d  thou  then  in  talks  of  verfe  engage  ? 

Throbs  thy  young  bofom  with  poetic  rage  ? 

Oh,  trud  th*  experienc’d  ;  trud  me,  cleared  boy. 

The  walks  of  Pindus  feldom  lead  to  joy. 

In  thole  green  paths,  while  yet  ’tis  morning  play  j 
Cull  the  wflld  flowers  that  rile  along  the  way  j 
In  chafing  butterflies  confume  thy  prime. 

Adorn  thy  temples  with  the  fhoots  of  rhyme  : 

Awhile  thou  may’fi,  if  thus  thy  fancy  leads  ; 

But  range  not  long  in  thole  enchanted  meads. 

To  grave  purlhits  and  ferious  talks  retire. 

Ere  manhood  riles  to  meridian  fire  ; 

Led  thou  fbould’d  fee  (the  noon  in  trifling  pad,} 

Thy  fun  defeend  in  poverty  at  lad. 

Yet  Wildom’s  voice,  thy  lbul  did  wifdom  fway. 

Would  infant  turn  thy  felf-deluding  way  j 
Not  one  fhort  moment  given  to  youthful  heat, 

One  paufe  of  dalliance,  in  the  Mules’  feat : 

N  2  Within 
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Within  their  bowers  a  thoufand  demons  bide, 

A  thoufand  fnakes  within  their  flow’rets  hide. 

A  plaflic  God  informs  the  Poet’s  mind. 

He  makes  the  beauteous  which  he  does  not  find, 
Difplays  th’  ideal  paradife  around. 

And  (miles  the  barren  heath  to  fairy  ground  ; 

His  Midas’  hands  ennobled  objects  hold. 

And  feel  and  touch  the  meaned  drofs  to  gold. 

Ah  fatal  gift,  what  comfort  can’ll  thou  bring  ? 

Lefs  to  the  Bard  than  to  the  Lydian  king. 

Attendant  Fancy,  from  the  wilds  of  air. 

Convokes  the  fmiling  families  of  Fair, 

The  beauteous  elves  that  o’er  creation  rove. 

Delightful  children  of  almighty  Love  : 

Prompt,  at  her  call,  the  bright  ideas  throng. 

And  rufh  profufely  through  the  bloomy  long. 

At  Fancy’s  fide,  the  young  ey’d  PaiTions  (land. 

Sweet  blufhing  boys,  in  form,  a  cherub  band  ; 

The  foul  expands,  to  lodge  the  fmiling  train. 

Ah,  little  fearful  of  the  future  pain  ! 

Beneath  his  wings  each  veils  a  barbed  dart. 

Till  deep  it  quivers  in  the  bleeding  heart. 

Then  mark’,  with  cruel  pride,  his  guilty  .Fill, 

And  flutters  round,  in  wantonnefs  of  ill. 


Still  thou  would’ft  write. — To  tame  thy  youthful  fire. 
Recall  to  life  the  martyrs  of  the  lyre. 

Lo,  every  face  the  lines  of  forrow  bears. 

And  every  wreath  is  wet  with  dropping  tears  ; 

Such  deadly  damps  the  verdant  mead  bedew. 

It  feems  funereal  as  the  Stygian  yew. 

Aik  of  the  train,  and  they  perhaps  may  tell. 

Around  the  bard  what  riling  comforts  dwell. 

What  ides  of  blifs  he  finds  in  forrow’s  deep. 

What  golden  vifions  chear  his  fatal  deep. 

There  Ovid  mourns,  along  the  Pontic  plain. 

The  lucklefs  pallion,  and  th'  unguarded  train  j 
How  frail  and  brief  imperial  friendlhips  prove. 

What  giddy  perils  wait  imperial  love. 

Once,  the  proud  thing  that  met  a  Julia’s  fires. 

Once,  the  gay  tutor  of  the  young  defires  ; 

Now  faint  and  womaniih,  to  tears  r  Tign’d, 

The  feeble  numbers  fpeak  th’  enervate  mind. 

His  julia’s  portrait  all  at  random  call. 

His  Art  of  Love  is  torn,  and  fcatter’d  o’er  the  wade; 

There  honed  Juvenal,  whole  manly  page 
Scourg’d  the  rank  vices  of  a  fhamelds  age  : 
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Swoln  with  the  furfcit  of  luxurious  wealth. 

Proud  Rome  imbib’d  the  bitter  draught  ol  health  ; 

And  what  his  portion  ? — read  th’  indignant  ftrain  : 

“  The  lot  of  virtue  *  is  applaule  and  pain. 

“  Ah,  vain  applaule  !  the  pain  thou  can’ll  not  cure  ; 

**  Th’  applaufe  is  traniient,  but  the  pains  endure.” 

And  he  f  who  fitted  to  the  deep-ton’d  lyre 
Polluted  Thebes,  th’  inceftuous  fon  and  fire. 

The  father’s  curie,  the  brother’s  deathlel's  hate, 

Th’  eternal  trends  that  Cadmus’  line  await. — 

Mull  the  proud  Mule,  in  regal  crimfon  dy’d, 

■Crouch  at  a  manager’s  infulting  pride  ? 

When  Paris’  f  nod  profcrib’d  the  lofty  fong. 

Vain  were  the  fceptred  pall,  and  vain  the  buAdn’d  throng. 

Oh  fplendid  impotence  of  barren  praife! 

No  golden  apples  crown  the  llarving  bays 
And  hark,  Laberius  H,  from  the  guilty  ftage. 

Mourns  the  fad  remnant  of  difhonour'd  age. 

When  Cadar’s  cruelty,  with  bale  controul. 

Would  rend  the  feelings  of  a  generous  foul  ■, 

Imperial  fpite  devis’d  the  wounding  talk. 

The  knight  degraded  in  the  jefter’s  mafk  ; 

Butlhame  recoiling  mock’d  th’  infernal  aim. 

Flew  from  the  bard,  and  fmote  the  tyrant’s  name. 

Ambition  bade  young  Petrarch’s  4-  eyes  explore 
The  deep  recedes  of  the  legal  flore  ; 

Religion  woo’d  him  to  the  hallow’d  toil 
Of  l'acred  volumes  by  the  midnight  oil  ; 

From  lurid  cells  he  drew,  with  pious  hand, 

The  precious  reliques  of  the  clafiic  band. 


*  Probitas  laudatur  &  alget.  'f'  Statius.  X  Bans,  1  ador* 

§  Curritur  ad  vocem  jucundam,  &  carmen  arnicas 
Thcobaido?,  laetam  fecit  cum  Statius  urbem, 

Promifitque  diem,  tanta  dulcedine  caplos 
Afficit  ille  animos,  tantaque  libidine  vulgi 
Auditur ;  fed  cum  fregit  fubfellia  verfu, 

Efurit,  inta&am  Paridi  nifi  vendat  Agaven.  Juvenal. 

|  Julius  Caefar,  by  a  mod  odious  refinement  in  cruelty,  denring  to  outiage 
the  feelings  of  an  ingenious  mind,  compelled  Labrius,  a  Roman  knight,  ana 
a  poet  of  fome  eminence,  to  perform  a  part  in  a  farce  on  the  public  ltage.  His 
fpirited  and  pathetic  lamentation  on  that  occafion  is  dill  extant,  and  mud  equal  y 
excite  our  edeem  and  companion  for  the  poet,  and  our  dctedation  and  contempt 
for  the  tyrant. 

4-  Petrarch  was  dcfigned  for  the  dudy  of  the  law  by  his  father,  and  app  ted 
hjmfelf,  for  a  while,  with  great  application  to  that  profeffion.  He  afterwards 
we^t  into  the  church,  and  was  in  great  iavcur  at  the  Pope  s  court.  It  is  not 
generally  known,  that  he  was  one  of  the  great  redore^s  oi  ancient  literature, 
and  made  a  very  large  collection  or  manufcripts  of  the  claffics. 
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Beneath  a  heap  of  Gothic  rubbifh  hurl’d. 

And  mingled  fragments  of  a  wafted  world, 

(When,  like  an  earthquake,  the  barbarians  hate 
Broke  the  coloftus  of  the  Roman  ftate). 

For  ages  funk,  the  Mufe  of  Tiber  lay. 

But  Petrarch's  hand  reveal’d  her  to  the  day. 

Unworthy  pallion  came,  with  bale  controul. 

And  fttrunk  the  finews  of  the  mighty  foul  ; 

It  curs’d  his  life,  it  dwindled  all  his  fame, 
it  funk  the  fcholar’s  in  the  lover’s  name. 

What  art  fhall  footh,  what  counfd  fhall  controul, 

Th’  eternal  ftorm  of  Taifo’s  madding  foul  ? 

He  (hone,  unf  vail’d  for  the  fword  and  pen. 

And  curs’d  he  ftione,  bevond  the  lot  of  men. 

Love,  fear,  refentment,  jealoufy,  difdain. 

In  wild  fucceffion  goad  the  tortur’d  brain. 

Might  heavenly  harpings  footh  th’  infernal  band, 

Lor  borrow’d  lyre  he  needs,  nor  David’s  band.— 

Such  ftrains  are  thine  : — perturbed  noble  mind. 

Where  fhalt  thou  reft  ? — or  where  a  harbour  find  ? 

Thy  days  in  exile  or  in  pril'on  paft. 

In  madnefs  muft  thou  feek  repole  at  laft. 

See  the  bold  Mufe  exulting  Tagus  bore, 

A  wretched  exile  on  a  diftant  lhore. 

Hark,  the  fwrart  eaft  unwonted  drains  fhall  boaft. 

And  chords  angelic  footh  the  burning  coaft. 

From  pain  to  pain  thy  wandering  fteps  were  led. 

And  fbames  and  forrows  crowded  on  thy  head  ; 

Wounds,  want,  and  chains  thy  foul  by  turn  effay. 

And,  worft  and  laft,  a  petty  tyrant’s  l'way  : 

Such  w7asthy  lot,  Camoens  ;  and  fortune’s  hate 
Had  mark’d  thymumhers  for  a  filent  fate  * 

But  thy  ftreng  hand  her  envious  rage  defy’d. 

And  fnatch’d  thy  glory  from  th’  oblivious  tide  ; 

High  o’er  his  head  th’  immortal  tome  he  bore. 

And  ftem’d  the  faucy  main,  and  proudly  gained  the  lhore. 
Illuftrioils  poet,  what  returns  of  prail'e. 

What  beams  of  comfort  chear  thy  clofing  days  ? 

An  hofpital  receives  th’  indignant  bard. 

And  beggars’  alms  the  facred  fong  reward. 

Alas,  how  little  can  the  vulgar  eyes 
Revere  the  poet,  through  the  mean  difguife 
Of  abjedt  want,  and  own  th’atherial  flame. 

And  hail  the  nurfelingof  eternal  fame  ! 

Thus,  at  fome  malque,  unhonour’d  and  unknown, 

A  prince  is  Ihrouded  in  the  palmer’s  gown. 
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OjJ  ?d0o<;,  IsSf 

Ti^vr,  Tsxlovuy  ol\  7t6\e tl  rtv, 

*AAA  cwB  -mor  ccv  uaiv  ’ANAP££ 

Aura?  craven  s iSoTtg, 

’E  IlavQct  T£tp^»j  xai  ttoAh.k. 

Alc.  quoted  by  Aristides. 

WHAT  conftitutes  a  date  ? 

Not  high-rais’d  battlement  or  laboured  mound. 
Thick  wall  or  moated  gate  ; 

Not  cities  proud  with  f  pi  res  and  turrets  crown’d  , 

Not  bays  and  broad-arm’d  ports, 

Where,  laughing  at  the  dorm,  rich  navies  ride  ; 

N<  r  tlarr’d  and  fpangled  courts. 

Where  low-brow’d  bafenefs  wafts  perfume  to  pride. 

No  : — Men,  high-minded  Men, 

With  pow’rs  as  far  above  dull  brutes  endued 
In  foreft,  brake,  or  den. 

As  beads  excel  cold  rocks  and  brambles  rude  ; 

Men,  who  their  duties  know. 

But  know  their  rights ,  and  knowing,  dare  ipaintaln. 
Prevent  the  long-aim’d  blow. 

And  crulh  the  tyrant  while  they  rend  the  chain  : 

Thefe  condi  cute  a  date, 

And  fov’reign  Law,  that  Jiate’s  colls  died  will. 

O’er  thrones  and  globes  elate 

-»  Q  '  v  ,  "* 

Sits  Emprefs,  crowning  good,  reprefhng  ill  j  , 

Smit  by  her  facred  frown 
The  fiend  Difcretion  like  a  vapour  finks, 

And  e’en  the  all-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  apd  at  her  bidding  [brinks. 

Such  was  th:s  heav’ndov’d  ifle, 

Than  Lelbos  fairer  and  the  Cretan  fliore  ! 

No  more  fhall  Freedom  lmile  ? 

Shall  Britons  languid],  and  be  Men  no  more  ? 

Since  all  mud  life  refign, 

Thofe  fvveet  rewards,  which  decorate  the  brave? 

’Tis  follv  to  decline. 

And  deal  inglorious  to  the  filent  grave, 

A3ERGA  VENNY, 

March  31,  1781. 
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il  O  Nf  O  I  A,  or  the  Dety  of  All  Souls,  ti  Poem.  By 

Mr .  JER.N  INGHAM. 

■  \  .  ;  "\ 

The  Scene  of  the  following  little  Poem  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  great  Church 
cj  St  Ambrole  at  Milan  the  fecond  oj  November,  cn  which  Day  the  mojl 
folemn  Office  is  performed  for  the  Repcfe  of  the  Dead . 

YE  hallow’d  bells,  whole  voices  thro’  the  air 
The  awful  fummons  of  affliction  bear ; 

Ye  flowly-waving  banners  of  the  dead. 

That  o’er  yon  altar  your  dark  horrors  fpread  : 

Ye  curtain’d  lamps,  whofe  mitigated  ray 
Calls  round  the  fane,  a  pale,  reluctant  day  : 

Ye  walls,  ye  fhrines,  by  melancholy  dreft. 

Well  do  ye  fuit  the  fafhion  of  my  bread  !** 

Have  I  not  loft  what  language  can’t  unfold. 

The  form  of  valour  call  in  Beauty’s  mould  ! 

Th’  intrepid  youth  the  path  of  battle  tried. 

And  foremoft  in  the  hour  of  peril  died. 

Nor  as  I  prefent  to  bewail  his  fate. 

With  pity’s  lenient  voice  to  foothe  his  ftate. 

To  watch  his  looks,  to  read  while  death  ftood  by. 

The  laft  expreftion  of  his  parting  eye. 

But  other  duties,  other  cares  impend. 

Cares  that  beyond  the  mournful  grave  extend  : 

Now,  now  I  view  conven’d  the  pious  train, 

Whofe  bofom  forrows  at  another’s  pain. 

While  recollection  plealingly  fevere 
Wakes  for  the  awful  dead  the  filent  tear. 

And  pictures  (as  to  each  her  fway  extends) 

The  facred  forms  of  lovers,  parents,  friends. 

Now  Charity  a  fiery  feraph  Hands 
Befide  yon  altar  with  uplifted  hands. 

Yet,  can  this  high  folemnity  of  grief 
Yield  to  the  youth  I  love  the  wilh’d  relief? 

Thefe  rites  of  death — Ah  !  what  can  they  avail  ? 

Honorius  died  beyond  the  hallow’d  pale. 

Plung’d  in  the  gulph  of  fear — diftrefsful  ftate  ! 

My  anxious  mind  dares  not  enquire  his  fate  : 

Yet  why  defpond  ?  cou’d  one  flight  error  roll  v 
A  flood  of  poifon  o’er  the  healthful  foul  ? 

Had  not  thy  virtues  full  fufficing  pow’r 
A  o  clear  thee  in  the  dread  recording  hour  ? 

Hid  they  before  the  judge  abafh’d  remain  ? 

Did  they,  weak  advocates,  all  plead  in  vain  ? 
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Bv  love,  by  piety,  by  reafon  taught. 

My  foul  revolts  at  the  blafpheining  thought  : 

Sure  in  the  bread  to  pure  religion  true. 

Where  Virtue’s  templed,  God  is  templed  too. 

Then  while  th’  augud  proceifion  moves  along, 

’Midft  fwelling  organs,  and  the  pomp  offong  ; 

While  the  dread  chaunt,  dill  true  to  Nature’s  laws. 

Is  deepen’d  by  the  terror-breathing  paufe  ; 

While ’midd  encircling  clouds  of  incenfe  lod 
The  trembling  pried  upholds  the  j acred  bojl  ; 

Amid  thefe  fcenes  (hall  1  forget  my  fuit  ? 

Amid  thefe  fcene  fhall  I  alone  be  mute  ? 

Nor  to  the  footdeps  of  the  throne  above 
Breathe  the  warm  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love  ? 

Now  filence  reigns  along  the  gloomy  fane. 

And  wraps  in  dread  repofe  the  paufing  drain  : 

When  next  it  burds  my  humble  voice  I’ll  join, 

Difclofe  my  trembling  wifh  at  Mercy’s  Ihrine, 

Unveil  my  anguifh  to  the  throne  above. 

And  figh  the  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love. 

— Does  fancy  mock  me  with  a  falfe  delight. 

Or  does  fome  hallow’d  vifion  cheer  my  fight? 

Methinks,  emerging  from  the  gloom  below, 

Th’  immortal  fpirits  leave  the  houfe  of  woe  ! 

Inlhrin’d  in  Glory’s  beams  they  reach  the  Iky, 

While  choral  fongs  of  triumph  burd  from  high! 

See,  at  the  voice  of  my  accorded  pray’r, 

The  radiant  youth  afcend  the  fields  of  air ! 

Behold  ! — He  mounts  unutterably  bright, 

Cloath’d  in  the  fun-robe  of  unfading  light ! 

Applauding  feraphs  hail  him  on  his  way, 

And  lead  him  to  the  gates  of  everlading  day. 
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Phih'ogical  Inquiries  j  by  James 
Harris,  Ejq\  z  vols.  8<ve. 

IN  an  eminent  rank  amongft 
the  productions  of  this  year  is 
a  treadle,  entitled.  Philological  ln- 
qrnriesy  by  the  celebrated  author 
of  Hermes.  A  performance  of 
this  kind  appears  to  be  moil  fut- 
able  to,  and  what  might  naturally 
have  been  expected  from  the  ciofe 
of  a  life,  fpent  in  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge,  and  in  habits  of  deep 
and  fpeculative  difquifitions.  it 
is  principally  converiant  with  cri¬ 
tical  and  hiftorical  reflections,  and 
implies  rather  a  judicial  review  of 
acquirements  already  made,  than 
a  laborious  inveftigation  of  new 
fubjerits  ;  it  embraces  a  wide  corn- 
pa*  s  of  learning,  and  abounds  in 
a  variety  of  fuch  deep  and  philo- 
jfophicai  remarks,  as  difplay  the 
ibiidiry  and  penetration  of  a  judg¬ 
ment,  evidently  formed  in  the 
ichool  of  Ariftotle. 

It  has  been  frequently  andjuft- 
Iv  regretted,  that  a  depth  of  eru¬ 
dition  is  by  no  means  the  greatest 
praife  of  modern  writings ;  and 
that  it  is  more  the  falhion,  perhaps 
from  a  vain  affectation  of  origina¬ 
lity,  to  admire  the  illegitimate 
productions  of  fancy,  than  to  re¬ 
cur  for  juft  principles  to  the  pure 
models  of  antiquity.  This  gene- 


eral  failure,  and  contempt  for  an- 
tient  literature,  Mr.  Harris  wifti- 
ed  earneftly  to  remove,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  he  has  laboured  with 
fome  degree  of  luccefs,  efpecialiy 
when  we  confider  the  great  popu¬ 
larity  of  his  writings,  although 
profeffedly  founded  upon,  the  Greek 
philolbphy,  and  imitative  in  a  dole 
degree  of  the  manner  of  Ariftotle  : 
indeed  it  is  the  opinion  of  fume, 
that  in  this  iaft  inftance  he  has 
gone  further  than  the  genius  of 
the  Englilh  language  feems  to  ad¬ 
mit.  However,  any  peculiarity  of 
this  fort  is  abundantly  compen- 
fated  by  an  accuracy  and  preciiion 
peculiar  to  himfelf $  and  if  our 
ingenious  author  hath  not,  upon 
this  occafion,  entered  fo  deeply 
into  logic  and  metaphyfics,  as  he 
has  done  in  his  former  more  ela¬ 
borate  productions^  it  is  to  be  re-* 
membered  that  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  work  did  not  demand  it  \ 
and  it  is  a  circumftance  fo  far  in 
its  favour,  that  it  is  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  of  more  general  ule,  as  it 
profeffes  to  inftruCt  by  example, 
and  not  by  demonftration,  and 
exhibits  a  leries  of  conclusions,  ra-, 
ther  than  the  principles,  upon 
which  thofe  conclufipns  are  found¬ 
ed. 

That  happy  method  of  arange- 
ment  which  diftinguilhes  the  works 
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©f  Mr.  Harris,  is  perhaps  no  where 
more  eminently  difcovtrable  than 
in  this  treatife :  in  it  he  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  great  variety  of  tub- 
jefts,  and  by  an  eafy  mode  of 
tranfition  ha*  reconciled  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  iyftem  and  to  an  unity 
of  defign  matters,  which,  if  confi- 
dered  in  a  l'eparate  view,  would 
appear  of  a  nature  perfectly  extra¬ 
neous.  The  author’s  own  words 
will  convey  to  the  reader  ihe  mod 
adequate  idea  of  the  plan  of  his 
work, 

“  The  treati fe,  which  follows, 
44  is  of  the  philological  kind,  and 
46  will  con  fid  of  three  parts,  pro- 
“  perly  diftindt  from  each  other. 

“  The  tirft  will  be  an  invedi- 
gation  of  the  rile  and  different 
46  fpecies  of  criticifm,  and  cri- 
“  tics. 

44  The  fecond  will  be  an  illuf- 
“  tration  of  critical  doctrines  and 
«  principles,  as  they  appear  in 
44  diltinTuilhed  authors,  as  well  an- 

O 

44  tient  as  modern. 

“  The  third  and  la  ft  part  will 
44  be  rather  hidorical  than  criti- 
44  cal,  being  an  Elfay  on  the  Tafle 
44  and  Literature  of  the  middle 
44  Age.” 

In  fpeaking  of  the  origin  of 
criticifm  he  illuftrates  his  doftrine 
hy  a  very  appolite  and  lublime 
analogy. — “  As  the  great  events 
“  of  nature  led  men  to  admira- 
“  tion,  lo  curiofity  to  learn  the 
caul'e,  w7hence  fuch  events 
44  fhould  arife,  was  that,  which, 
“  by  due  degrees,  formed  natural 
“  philofopliy.  What  happened 
44  in  the  natural  world  happen- 
44  ed  all'o  in  the  literary.  Lxqui- 
“  fite  produaions  both  in  profe 
,e  and  verle  induced  men  here 
t(  like  wife  to  feek  the  caule  j  and 
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44  fuch  inquiries,  often  repeated, 
“  gave  birth  to  philology. 

“  Philology  fhould  hence  appear 
44  to  be  of  a  moll  comprehendve 
tc  charaaer,  and  to  include  not 
•(  only  all  accounts  both  ot  criti- 
“  cifm  and  critics,  but  of  every 
(t  thing  conneaed  with  letters, 
“  be  it  fpeculative,  or  hiftori- 
«  cal.” 

Agreeable  to  this  introdudion, 
he  diftinguifnes  the  general  word 
criticifm,  by  three  different  fpe- 
cies  ; — the  Philofophical ,  the  Hijto- 
rtcaly  and  the  Corrective.  By 
the  Philoj op  hi  cal,  he  means  c<  that 
original  criticifm,  which  is  a 
deep  and  philolophical  fearch  into 
the  primary  laws  and  elements  of 
good  writing,  as  far  as  they  could 
be  colleaed  from  the  mod  approved 
performances.” 

To  prove  that  this  fpecies  of 
criticifm  was  fublequent  to,  and 
not  produaive  of  the  fird  good 
writing  j  that  there  mud  have 
been  good  authors  who  made  the 
fird  good  critics,  and  not  critics 
who  made  the  fird  good  authors, 
Mr.  Harris  argues  thus.  **  Can 
“  we  doubt  that  men  had  mufic, 
“  fuch  indeed  as  it  was,  before 
i(  the  principles  of  harmony  were 
44  edablilhed  into  a  fcience  ?  that 
“  difeales  wTere  healed  and  build— 
((  ings  ereaed  before  medicine, 
“  and  architeaure  were  l'ydema- 
£i  tized  into  arts  ?  that  men  rea- 
44  foned  and  harangued  upon  mat- 
46  ters  of  fpeculation  and  praaice, 
44  long  before  there  were  profelt 
4i  teachers  of  logic  or  rhetoric  ?” 

He  accounts  tor  the  origin  of 
the  fecond  fpecies,  or  the  hiflorical9 
in  a  manner  the  mod  fatisfaaory. 

- •“  We  know  from  experience, 

if  that  in  progrefs  of  time,  lan- 


i88]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


lc  guages,  cuffoms,  manners,  laws, 
**  government,  and  religions 
change.  The  Macedonian  ty- 
rany,  after  the  fatal  battle  of 
ei  Chaeronea,  wrought  much  of 
“  this  kind  in  Greece ;  and  the 
**  Roman  tyranny  after  the  fatal 
battles  of  Pharfalia  and  Phi- 
“  lippi,  carried  it  throughout  the 
“  known  world.  Hence  there- 
44  fore  of  things  obfolete,  the 
“  names  became  obfolete  alfo,— - 
44  and  authors  who  in  their  own 
“  age  were  intelligible  and  eafy, 
64  in  after  days  grew  difficult  and 
44  obfeure.  Here  then  we  be- 
st  hold  the  rife  of  a  fecond  race 
“  of  critics,  the  tribe  of  fcho- 
44  liafts,  commentators,  and  ex- 
plainers.” 

With  regard  to  the  third  and 
remaining  fpecies  of  criticifm,  it 
is  ofeierved,  that  as  all  antient 
books  were  preferved  by  tranfcrip- 
tion,  they  were  liable  through  ig¬ 
norance,  negligence,  or  fraud  to 
be  corrupted  either  by  retrench- 
ings,  by  additions,  or  alterations. 

- — To  remedy  thefe  evils,  a  third 
fort  of  criticifm  arofe,  and  that 
was  the  Criticijm  Corrective.  The 
bufmefs  of  this  fpecies  was  to  col¬ 
late  all  the  various  copies  of  au¬ 
thority,.  and  from  the  variety  of 
different  readings  in  fuch  copies,  to 
efcabliffi  by  good  realons  either  the 
true,  or  mod  probable  one. 

In  treating  thefe  three  diflinct 
branches  oF general  criticifm,  our 
author  has"  accurately  developed 
their  rife  and  progrefs,  from  the 
earlieft  ages  of  antiquity  to  the  pre- 
fent  times. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  the  work, 
the  author,  agreeable  to  his  plan, 
iiluftrates  feveral  critical  princi¬ 
ples,  as  they  appear  in  diftinguifh- 
ed  authors,  as  well  antient,  as 
modern.  The  maxim  he  lays 


down  as  the  foundation  of  all  cri¬ 
tical  knowledge  or  tafte  is,  to 
feek  the  cauje  or  reajon ,  as  often 
as  we  feel  the  works  of  art  and 
ingenuity  affeCt  us.  A  variety  of 
ifluftrative  inftances  are  here  pro¬ 
duced,  and  the  principal  efFeCts 
of  poetry  and  painting  are  aferib- 
ed  to  an  opposition  of  contrary  in¬ 
cidents,  or  to  an  accumulation  of 
many  that  are  fimilar  and  conge¬ 
nial.  Examples  of  the  effects 
arifmg  both  from  oppolitiori  and 
combination  of  incidents,  are  tak¬ 
en  from  the  works  of  the  bed 
poets  and  painters,  and  Hand  as 
teffs  of  the  truth  of  the  principles 
themfelves, 

Ariftotle’s  definitions  of  a  whole 
and  its  parts  are  followed  by  Mr. 
Harris,  and  are  treated  as  effien- 
tials  to  the '*  conftituting  of  a  legi¬ 
timate  work.  But  here  our  au¬ 
thor  goes  further  than  his  great 
guide  and  mailer,  and  maintains 
that  this  theory  is  perfectly  appli¬ 
cable  and  eflential  to  the  minuted 
works,  as  well  as  to  an  epic  poem  ; 
in  fupport  of  which  pofition,  an 
argument  is  drawn  from  Nature 
herfelf,  which  Art  is  faid  to  imi¬ 
tate. — — “  Not  only  the  univerfe 
is  one  dupendous  whole,  but  fuch 
all'o  is  a  tree,  a  Ihrub,  a  flower  \ 
fuch  thofe  things,  which,  without 
the  aid  of  glafles,  even  efcape  our 
perception.” — £)ualis  ab  incepto 
jimpiex  duntaxat  et  unutn ,  is  a  rule, 
according  to  Mr.  Harris,  applica¬ 
ble  to  every  literary  production, 
of  whatever  damp  or  character. 
In  purfuing  this  Inquiry,  he  is 
led  to  the  confideration  of  Senti¬ 
ment,  and  as  Sentiment,  and 
Manners,  naturally  rile  out  of  th,e 
fable  in  dramatic  writings,  he 
proceeds  to  a  difquifition  concern¬ 
ing  the  Drama,  adopting  the  Ari- 
ftctelic  divifion  of  it  into  its  four 
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great  conftituent  parts — the  Fable 
— the  Manners — the  Sentiment — 
and  the  Diction  :  to  thefe  may  be 
added  the  ficenery  and  the  mufic. 
Of  each  of  thefe  he  treats  feveraliy 
and  at  large,  and  concludes  the 
fecond  part  of  his  work  with  a 
vindication  of  rules  in  oppofition 
to  thole,  who  affirm  that  they 
cramp  Genius,  and  abridge  it  ol 
certain  principles. 

The  third  and  laft  part  of  thefe 
inquiries  is  an  Eftay  on  the  T  afte 
and  Literature  of  the  middle  Age  ; 
a  period  of  near  a  thouland  years, 
and  comprizing  the  interval  be- 
rwcen  the  fall  of  the  W eftern  or 
Latin  Empire  in  the  fifth  century, 
and  the  Eaftern  or  Grecian  in  the 
fifteenth. 

There  are  three  dalles  of  men 
confpicuous  during  this  dark  in¬ 
terval —  the  Byzantine  Greeks — 
the  Saracens  or  Arabians — and  the 
Latins  or  Franks,  inhabitants  of 
Weftern  Europe,  Each  of  thefe 
dalles  is  in  the  prefent  work  con- 
fidered  apart,  and  the  whole  dil- 
quifition  is  judicioufly  interfperl- 
ed  with  a  variety  of  hiftorical  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  fpecimens  of  manners, 
which  belides  being  entertaining, 
moft  exactly  and  belt  exhibit  the 
character  of  the  times. 

Our  author  gives  the  precedence 
in  this  inquiry  to  the  Greeks  of 
Conftantinople,  and  ,  bellows  the 
highelt  encomiums  on  the  ufeful 
labours  of  Simplicius  and  Ammo- 
nius,  Greek  authors  who  flourilh- 
ed  at  Athens  during  the  fixth  cen¬ 
tury.  They  are  both  well  known 
for  their  valuable  comments  on 
Ariftotle.  Mr.  Harris,  fays,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine,  to  what  age 
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we  lhall  adjudge  the  two  philoso¬ 
phers  juft  mentioned  ;  i(  whether, 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  bafer  age,  or  ra¬ 
ther,  if  we  regard  their  merit,  to 
the  conclufion  of  a  purer.  It  we 
arrange  them  with  the  conclufion, 
it  is  as  Brutus  and  Caftius  were 
called  the  laft  of  the  Romans.” 

In  this  part  of  his  work  our  au¬ 
thor  is  led  into  a  digrelfton,  appa¬ 
rently  from  his  pure  veneration 
and  love  for  the  fubjedt  of  it,  in 
which  he  gives  a  fhort  hiftoricai 
account  of  Athens*.  He  traces, 
with  the  l'pirit  and  accuracy  ot  a 
perfon  concerned,  the  good  and 
bad  fortune,  the  political  and  li¬ 
terary  ftate  of  that  once  ftourifh- 
ing  feat  of  letters  and  of  elegance, 
from  the  time  of  her  Perhan 
triumphs  to  that  of  her  becoming 
fubjedt  to  the  Turks.  He  then 
refumes  the  tread  of  his  hiftory,  and 
gives  us  a  long  lift  of  Byzantine 
lcholars,  with  critical  remarks  on 
their  works.  Much  praife  is  be¬ 
llowed  on  Suidas,  Stobseus,  Pho- 
tius  and  others,  who  were  the  re¬ 
maining  luminaries  of  a  darker 
gge  ;  to  whofe  labours  and  inge¬ 
nuity  the  caufe  of  letters  is  much 
indebted  for  the  prefervation  and 
illuftration  of  feveral  precious  re¬ 
mains  of  antiquity. 

In  the  detail  of  this  period  we 
trace  the  gradual  decline  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  good  letters  ;  although 
an  extradt  given  by  our  author 
from  the  Hiftory  of  Nicetas  the 
Chroniate  proves,  that  a  tafte  for 
the  fine  arts  had  not  entirely  de¬ 
ferred  the  imperial  city  even  in 
the  thirteenth  century.  This  hif- 
torian  very  feelingly  laments  the 


*  See  p.  148—163.  of  this  volume  (ad  Part),  where  this  account  ie  infert- 

and  alto  two  other  extras  from  our  author.  . 

»  4  violence 
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violence  committed  upon  feveral 
noble  ftatues  by  the  Barbarians  of 
Baldwyn’s  crufade  in  1205*  par- 
ficularly  upon  one  of  molt  exqui- 
flte  workmanship  reprelentin’g  He¬ 
len. — Thefe  tedimonies  of  a  fenfe 
of  refinement,  and  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  Arts  being  extant  among 
the  Greeks,  are  carried  to  a  dill 
later  period,  aim  ad  until  the  fa¬ 
tal  time  when  Condantinople  was 
taken  by  the  Turks.  Our  author 
obferves,  that  New  Rome,  or  Con- 
ftantinople,  fob  lifted  from  its  foun¬ 
dation  to  its  capt  re,  nearly  the 
lame  number  of  years  with  Old 
Rome,  and  that  between  Romulus, 
the  founder  of  Old  Rome,  and  the 
Gothic  Alaric,  who  took  it,  was  an 
interval  of  about  eleven  hundred 
years  ;  and  that  there  was  nearly 
the  lame  interval  between  Con- 
ftantine  and  Mahomet  the  Great. 

Happily  for  mankind  the  fate 
of  literature  was  not  compleatiy 
involved  with  that  of  Condanti- 
nople.  For  the  number  of  learned 
Greeks,  which  this  event  drove 
into  the  weftern  parts  of  Europe  \ 
the  favour  and  proteflion  of  the 
popes,  and  of  the  family  of  the 
Medici,  together  with  the  recent 
invention  of  printing,  tended  to 
promote  the  caufe  of  knowledge 
and  of  fade,  and  to  put  things 
into  that  train,  in  which,  adds 
our  author,  we  hope  they  may 
long  continue. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  Geniufes 
durina  the  middle  age  recorded 
in  this  work,  includes  the  Ara¬ 
bians  or  Saracens  :  they  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  originally 
an  ignorant  race  of  mortals,  as  is 
amply  demonftrated  by  the  demo¬ 
lition  of  the  famous  library  at 
Alexandria,  and  by  other  fla¬ 
grant  inftances  of  the  mod  Aupid 
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barbarity.  However,-  philofophy 
and  a  tafle  for  the  arts  havin 
orice  gained  admittance  to  thi 
people,  loftened  by  degrees  their 
native  wildnefs  to  an  eminent  pitch- 
of  civilization  and  humanity. 

Mr„  Harris  fpeaking  of  Alman- 
zar,  who  was  the  fird  of  the  race 
of  the  Aba liid re,  fays,  that  he 
was  not  only  a  great  conqueror, 
but  a  lover  of  letters  and  of  learned 
men.  It  was  under  him  that  Ara¬ 
bian  literature,  which  had  been 
at  fird  confined  to  medicine,  and 
a  few  other  branches,  was  extend¬ 
ed  to  fciences  of  aimed  every  de- 
nomination.”  In  another  place, 
“  The  rapid  vi6L ries  of  thele 
eadern  conquerors  foon  carried 
their  empire  from  Alia  even  inta 
the  remote  regions  of  Spain.  Let¬ 
ters  followed  them  as  they  went. 
Plato,  Aridotle,  and  their  bed 
Greek  commentators  were  foon 
tranflated  into  Arabic  \  lb  were 
Euclid,  Archimedes,  Apollonius, 
Diophantus,  and  other  Greek 
mathematicians  ;  fo  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  and  the  bed  profeflbrs  of 
medicine ;  fo  Ptolemy,  and  the 
noted  writers  on  adronomy.  The 
dudy  of  thefe  produced  others  like 
them  ;  produced  others,  who  not 
only  explained  them  in  Arabic 
comments,  but  competed  them- 
felves  original  pieces  upon  the 
lame  principles.” 

This  detail  gives  us  a  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  variety  and  extent  of 
their  learning,  and  particularly  of 
their  poetry,  which  they  cultivat¬ 
ed  with  ardour  and  luccets.  We 
have  li-kewife  in  this  work  leverai 
dimples  cf  tiieir  manners,  tending 
upon  the  whole  to  imprefs  upon 
the  reader  favourable  ideas  of  the 
hol'pitality,  bravery,  affability,  and 
judice  of  this  people. 


The 
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The  Latins  or  Franks,  which 
are  included  in  the  third  and  lad 
clafs  which  our  author  gives  an 
account  of,  exhibit  a  melancholy 
view  of  ignorance  and  l'uperftition. 
To  ufe  Mr.  Harris’s  own  words, 
“  it  was  literally  the  age  of  Mon¬ 
kery  and  Legends  ;  of  Lcctine 
verfe  ;  (that  is  of  bad  Latin  put  in¬ 
to  rhime)  of  projedls  to  decide  truth 
by  ploughlhares  and  battoons  ;  of 
crufades  to  conquer  inhdeis  and  ex¬ 
tirpate  heretics,  &c.” 

“However,  amongdthe  thickeft. 
of  this  gloom,  gleams  of  light,  and 
gerdufes  fuperior  to  ail  difficulties, 
frequently  darted  forth,  and  antici¬ 
pating  the  common  pr  ogre  Is  of  na¬ 
ture,  refeued  even  thole  times  from 
the  charge  of  an  entire  want  of 
learning  or  take.” 


The  Hijhry  of  Engli/h  Poetry ,  from 
the  Cloje  of  the  Eleventh  to  the 
Commencement  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century .  To  njehieb  are  prefixed 
T<ivo  Dijfertati:ns :  I.  On  the 
Origin  of  Romantic  fid  ion  in 
Lurope.  2.  On  the  Introduction 
cj  Learning  into  England.  Vo¬ 
lume  HI.  4 >o.  7 0  this  Volume  is 

prefixed  a  third  Difjertction ,  on  the 
Gefta  Romanorum.  By  Tho¬ 
mas  W arton,  B.  D.  felltnv  of 
Trinity  College  Oxford,  and  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries ,  and  Lute 
Erofeffor  of  Poetry  in  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford. 

OF  the  two  preceding  v  lumes 
of  this  work,  we  have  given 
an  account  in  our  Annual  Regifter 
for  1778,  in  which  the  Author  lias 
brought  the  hi  if  or  y  of  our  poetry 
down  to  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
tee^th  century. 

Much  labour  and  fagacity,  qua- 
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hties  which  Mr.  Vr arton  feems  to 
polfels  in  an  eminent  degree,  were 
necelfary  to  enter  into  an  invefti- 
gation  of  lb  intricate  a  nature  as 
that  of  our  poetry  in  her  rude  and 
gothic  Rate.  It  is  through  the 
minute  changes  of  manners,  ha¬ 
bits,  and  culloms,  that  we  mull 
trace  her  progrefs,  in  order  to 
carch  her  ruling  features  and  cha- 
radler,  during  the  different  periods 
of  her  improvement.  Nor  mull 
w*e  expeft  to  find  in  her,  frequent 
or  linking  alterations.  For  from 
the  day  of  funlhine  which  Chaucer 
fcedowed  upon  us,  to  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  our  poetry  gain¬ 
ed  but  little  ground.  Not  that 
our  anceftors  during  this  interval 
W'ere  totally  ignorant  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  languages,  or  of  thefe  models  of 
antiquity  wdiich  afterwards  wrought 
fo  marvellous  a  change  ;  but  bc- 
caufe  they  were  fo  overwhelmed 
with  fophiftry,  fuperilition,  and 
writh  that  extravagant  mode  of 
thinking  which  accompanied  the 
romantic  ark  credulous  temper  of 
the  times,  that  the  purer  iburces  of 
antiquity,  and  the  humaniores  utercc , 
were  overpowered  and  loll  in  the 
vortex. 

To  the  volume  new  before  us, 
which  contains  the  hiilory  of  cur 
poetry  from  the  commencement  to 
the  dole  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
our  author  has  prefixed  a  dilTbrt- 
ation  on  a  Latin  compilation  of 
tales  and  legends,  entitled  Gest a 
RuMANOiOiiw,  wrote  by  Petrus 
B  ere  bonus ,  »  r  Peter  Bercheur ,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Po  toe,  and  who  died  prior 
of  the  Benedidtine  convent  of  Sr. 
Eloi  at  Paris,  in  the,  yertr  1 362. 
The  account  our  author  gives  us  of 

u 

this  work  is  as  follows. 

“  The  Gbsta  Romanorum 
were  fird  printed  without  date,  but 

as 
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as  it  is  fuppofed  before  or  about  the 
year  1473,  *n  with  this  title, 
incipiunt  Historie  Notabiles 
c  oiled  e  ex  Gestis  Romanorum 
et  qitibufdam  alii;  libris  cum  appli- 
cationibus  eorundem *.  This  edition 
has  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
chapters,  or  gests,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventeen  leaves  f.  It  is 
in  the  Gothic  letter,  and  in  two 
columns.  The  firft  chapter  is  of 
King  Pompey,  and  the  laft  of 
prince,  or  king,  Cleonicus.  The 
initials  are  written  in  red  and  blue 
ink.  This  edition,  Tightly  muti¬ 
lated,  is  among  Bilhcp  Tanner’s 
printed  books  in  the  Bodleian  li¬ 
brary.  The  reverend  and  learned 
Doctor  Farmer,  Mailer  of  Ema¬ 
nuel  college  in  Cambridge,  has 
the  fecond  edition,  as  it  leems, 
printed  at  Louvain,  in  quarto, 
the  lame  or  the  fubfequent  year, 
by  John  de  Weftfalia,  under  the 
title.  Ex  Gestis  Romanorum 
Historie  Notabiles  de  ^viciis 
wirtutibufque  trad  antes  cum  applica- 
tionibus  mara.lifa.tis  et  myjhcis.  And 
with  this  colophon,  Gesta  Ro¬ 
manorum  cum  qitibufdam  aliis 
H 1  s  t  0  r  1 1  s  eijdem  annexis  ad  M  o  - 
ralit axes  dilucide  redada  hie 
fhiem  habent .  face,  diligenter  cor- 
reciis  aliorum  c viciis ,  i mp  refit  'Joan¬ 
nes  de  Wejl folia  in  alma  F n'roerjitate 
Loiruanienft.  It  has  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  chapters  %.  That 
is,  twenty-nine  more  than  are 


contained  in  the  former  edition  : 
the  firft  of  the  additional  chapters 
being  the  ftory  of  Antiochus,  or 
the  fubftance  of  the  romance  of 
Apollonius  of  Tyre.  The 
initials  are  inferted  in  red  ink  |j. 
Another  followed  foon  afterwards, 
in  quarto.  Ex  Gestis  Romano¬ 
rum  Hijhrie  notabiles  moraiizatre, 
per  Girardum  Lieu,  Gouda,  1480. 
The  next  edition,  with  the  ul'e  of 
which  1  have  been  politely  favour¬ 
ed  by  George  Mafon,  Efquire,  of 
Aidenham-Lodge  in  Hertford- 
Ihire,  was  printed  in  folio,  and  in 
the  year  1488,  with  this  tide, 
Gesta  Romanorum  cum  Ap- 
plicationibus  moralifatis  et  mijlicis. 
The  colophon  is.  Ex  Gestis 
Romanorum  cum  pluribus  appli- 
catis  Hijioriis  de  njirtutibus  et  • viciis 
myjlice  ad  intelledum  tranffumptis 
Recolledorii  finis.  Anno  cere  fautis 
mcccclxxx  viij  kalendas  njero  /<?- 
bruarii  x viij.  A  general,  and 
alphabetical  table,  are  fubjoined. 
The  book,  which  is  printed  in 
two  columns,  and  in  the  Gothic 
character,  abounding  with  abbre¬ 
viations,  contains  ninety  -  three 
leaves.  The  initials  are  written 
or  fiourifhed  in  red  and  blue,  and 
all  the  capitals  in  the  body  of  the 
text  are  miniated  with  a  pen. 
There  were  many  other  later  edi¬ 
tions  §.  I  muft  add,  that  the  Gesta 
Romanorum  were  tranflated  into 
Dutch,  lo  early  as  the  year  1484. 


^  Much  the  fame  title  occurs  to  a  manulcnpt  of  this  work  in  the  Vatican, 
*6  Hiftoria:  Notabiles  coHe&as  ex  Geftis  Romanorum  et  quibufdam  alns  libriS 
ii  cum  explicationibus  eorundem.”  Montfauc.  Bibl.  Manuscr.  tom.  1.  pag. 
17.  Numb.  172. 

j*  Without  initials,  paging,  fignatures,  or  catch-words. 

j  The  firll  is  of  King  Pompey,  as  before.  The  lait  is  entitled  De  Adul- 

T  KlU  O. 

||  It  fias  fignatures  to  K  k. 

§  For  which  fee  fup.  vol.  ii.  p.  1 


There 
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There  is  an  old  French  verfion  in 
the  Britilh  Mufeum. 

This  work  is  compiled  from  the 
obfolete  Latin  chronicles  of  the 
later  Roman  or  rather  German 
ftory,  heightened  by  romantic  in¬ 
ventions,  from  Legends  of  the 
Saints,  oriental  apologues,  and 
many  of  the  lhorter  fictitious  nar¬ 
ratives  which  came  into  Europe 
with  the  Arabian  literature,  and 
were  familiar  in  the  ages  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  imagination.  The  daf¬ 
fies  are  fometimes  cited  for  autho¬ 
rities  ;  but  thefe  are  of  the  lower 
order,  fucli  as  Valerius  Maximus, 
Macrobius,  Aulus  Gellius,  Sene¬ 
ca,  Pliny,  and  Boethius.  To 
every  tale  a  Moralisation  is 
fubjoined,  reducing  it  into  a 
Chriftian  or  moral  leflon, 

Moll  of  the  oriental  apologues' 
are  taken  from  the  Clericalis 
Disciplina,  ora  Latin  dialogue 
between  an  Arabian  philofopher 
and  Edric  *  his  fon,  never  print¬ 
ed  f,  written  by  Peter  Alphonfus, 
a  baptized  Jew,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  twelfth  century,  and  col- 
leded  from  Arabian  fables,  apo¬ 
thegms,  and  examples]..  Some  are 
alfo  borrowed  from  an  old  Latin 
translation  of  the  Calila«h  u 
D  amnah,  a  celebrated  left  of 
eaftern  fables,  to  which  Alphon¬ 
fus  was  indebted. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  the  col¬ 
lection  in  which  a  curious  enquirer 
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might  exped  to  find  the  original 
of  Chaucer’s  Cambulcan  : 

Or, — if  aught  elfe  great  bards  befide 
In  tage  and  foiemn  tunes  have  fung. 

Of  turneys  and  of  trophies  hung, 

Of  forefts  and  inchsntments  drear, 

Where  more  is  meant  han  meets  the  earjj. 

Having  given  this  account  of 
the  Gesta  Roma  norum,  he 
proceeds  to  analyfe  its  contents 
with  great  accuracy,  inteffperfing 
fuch  critical  illuftrations  and  re¬ 
marks  as  the  different  fubjeds 
feem  to  demand,  either  from  their 
own  importance,  or  from  the  con- 
nedion  they  may  have  with  fub- 
lequent  poets.  For  it  is  from  this 
work  of  vifion  and  myftery,  where 
we  frequently  find  Oriental,  Ro¬ 
man,  and  Feudal  hiftory  and  cuf- 
toms  clafhing  together  in  the  fame 
ftory,  and  where  the  fables  of  the 
dallies  are  often  made  emblemati¬ 
cal  of  the  truths  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
tales  of  Chaucer  and  Boccace. 
Many  of  thefe  legends  feem  to  ex¬ 
hibit  foundations  not  unworthy  of 
the  fuperftrudures  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  railed  upon  them. 

Having  concluded  this  differt- 
afion,  Mr.  Warton  proceeds  to 
give  the  hiftory  of  our  poetry  dur¬ 
ing  the  fixteenth  century.  It  was 
about  the  beginning  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  that  claliicai  literature,  which 
had  been  confined  for  lb  long  a 
time  within  the  cells  of  the 


*  Edric  was  the  name  of  Enoch  among  the  Arabians,  to  whom  they  attri¬ 
bute  many  fabulous  compofitions.  Herbelot,  in  V.  Lydgate’s  Chorle  and 
the  Bird,  mentioned  above,  is  taken  from  the  Clericalis  Disciplina  of 
Alphonfus. 

f  MSS.  Harl.  3861.  And  in  many  other  libraries.  It  occurs  in  old 
French  verle,  MSS.  Digb.  86.  membran.  “  Le  Romaunz  de  Peres  Aunfaur 
4t  c mwnt  tl  apriji  et  ckajlta  Jon  fls  b element .”  [See  fupr.  vol.  ii.  Emsup,  and 
Add.  at  pag.  103.] 

X  See  Tyrwhitt’s  Chaucer,  vol.  iv.  p.  325.  feq. 

I]  Milton’s  II.  Penseboso. 

Vol,  XXIV,  O 
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Monkifh  clergy,  began  to  be  more 
generally  diffufed,  and  to  find  its 
way  into  the  company  of  the  laity 
in  general,  but  moft  efpecially  of 
thofe  of  the  higheft  rank  and  con¬ 
sideration.  Henry  the  Eighth,  our 
author  obfcvves,  was  for  thofe 
times  a  man  of  by  no  means  a  poor 
literary  tafte.  With  the  Italian 
manners  and  cuftoms  Henry  intro- 
duced  into"  his  court  their  lan¬ 
guage,  and  the  fpirit  of  their  poe¬ 
try.  The  ruder  genius  of  our  own 
mufe  foon  began  to  take  a  polish 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Surrey*,  who 
at  once  tranfplanted  into  it  all  the 
grace  and  fweetnefs  of  the  Italian. 
He  was  the  moft  graceful  courtier, 
the  moft  refined  poet,  and  the 
moft  gallant  foldier  of  this  reign. 
He  had  formed  himfelf  upon  the 
model  of  Petrarch,  and  in  our  aur 
thor’s  opinion  considerably  im¬ 
proved  upon  him.  His  own  words 
are,  “  In  the  fonnets  of  Surrey, 
we  are  furprized  to  find  nothing  of 
that  metaphyficai  caft  which  marks 


the  Italian  poets,  his  fuppofed 
mafters,  ^Specially  Petrarch.  Sur¬ 
rey’s  fentiments  are  for  the  moft 
part  natural  and  unaftetted  %  ant¬ 
ing  from  his  own  feelings,  and 
dictated  by  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances.  His  poetry  is  alike  un- 
embarrafted  by  learned  aliufions, 
or  elaborate  conceits.  If  our  au¬ 
thor  copies  Petrarch,  it  is  Pe¬ 
trarch’s  better  manner  :  when  he 
defcends  from  his  Platonic  ab- 
ftractions,  his  refinements  of  pat- 
fion,  his  exaggerated  compliments, 
and  his  play  upon  oppofite  fenti¬ 
ments,  into  a  track  of  tendernefs, 
fiinpiicity,  and  nature.  Petrarch 
would  have  been  a  better  poet  had 
he  been  a  worfe  fcholar.  Our 
author’s  mind  was  not  too  much 
overlaid  by  learning. 

The  following  is  the  poem  a- 
bovementioned,  in  which  he  la¬ 
ments  his  imprisonment  in  W ind- 
for-caftle.  But  it  is  rather  an 
elegy  than  a  fpnnet. 


So  cruel  prifon,  how  coulde  betyde,  alas. 

As  proude  Windfor*  !  where  I,  in  luft  and  joyef, 

"With  a  kynges  fonne  f  my  childifhe  yeares  did  paiie. 

In  greater  fcaft  than  Priam’s  fonnes  of  Troye. 

Where  eche  fweete  place  returnes  a  tafte  full  fower  : 

The  large  grene  courts  where  we  were  wont  to  hove|f*- 
With  eyes  caft  up  into  the  mayden’s  tower§. 

And  eafie  fighes,  fuch  as  men  drawe  in  love  : 

The 

*  » 

$  How  could  the  ftately  caft'e  of  Windfor  become  fo  miferable  a  prifon. 

■f  la  unreflrained  gaiety  and  p'eaiiire. 

J  WiLh  the  young  Duke  ot  Richmond. 

||  To  hover,  to  loiter  in  expectation.  So  Chaucer,  Troil.  Cress.  B.  gV 
ver.  33. 

But  at  the  yate  there  fhe  fhould  outride 
With  certain  folk  he  lovid  her  t’  abide. 

§  Swift’s  joke  about  the  maids  of  honour  being  lodged  at  Windfor  in  the 
round  tower,  in  Qiiteit  Anne’s  time,  is  too  well  known  and  too  indelicate  to 
be  repeated  here.  But  in  the  prelcnt  inftance,  Surrey  [peaks  loolely  and  poeti¬ 
cally 
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The  (lately  feates,  the  ladies  bright  of  hewe. 

The  daunces  fiiorte,  long  tales  of  great  delight. 

With  wordes  and  lookes  that  tigers  could  but  rewe  ( a )  , 
Where  ech  of  us  did  pleade  the  others  right. 

The  palme-play  (£),  where,  difpoyled  for  the  game  (r). 
With  dazed  yies  (U),  oft  we  by  gleams  of  love. 

Have  milt  the  bad,  and  got  fight  of  our  dame. 

To  bayte  (?)  her  eyes  which  kept  the  leads  above  ( f). 

/  * 

'The  graved  grounde  (^),  with  fleeves  tied  on  the  helme  (/■), 

On  fomynghorfe,  with  lwordes  and  friendly  hartes  j 
With  cheare  (/)  as  though  one  fhould  another  whelme  (/■), 
Where  we  have  fought  and  chafed  oft  with  dartes. — 

The  fecrct  groves,  which  ofte  we  made  refounde 
Of  pleafaunt  playnt,  and  of  our  ladies  praife. 

Recording  ofte  what  grace  (/)  ech  one  had  founde. 

What  hope  of  fpeede  ( *»),  what  drede  of  long  deiaves. 

The  wilde  foreft,  the  clothed  holtes  with  grene. 

With  raynes  avayled  («),  and  lwift  ybreathed horfe* 

With  crie  of  houndes,  and  merry  blades  betwene 
Where  we  did  chafe  the  fearful  harte  of  force. 


■tally  in  making  the  m  a  i  den-tower,  the  true  reading,  the  residence  of  the 
■women.  The  maiden-tower  was  common  in  other  caftles,  and  means  the  principal 
tower,  of  the  greateff  itrength  and  defence.  Maiden  is  a  corruption  of  the  old 
French  Ma?ne,  or  Mayne ,  great.  Thus  Maidenhead  {properly  Maydenhithe)  in 
Berkfhire,  fignifies  the  great  port  or  wharf  on  the  river  Thames.  So  alio,  Majdeit- 
Bradley  in  Wiltlhire  is  the  threat  Bradley.  The  old  Roman  camp  near  Dorchefter  in 
Dorietihire,  a  noble  work,  is  called  Maiden  caflle,  the  capital  fortrefs  in  thofe  parts. 
We  have  Maiden-down,  in  Somerletfhire  with  the  lame  fignifi cation.  A  thoufand 
other  inftances  might  be  given.  Hearne,  not  attending  ta  this  etymology,  ablurdly 
fuppoles,  in  one  of  his  Prefaces,  that  a  ftrong  baftion  in  the  old  walls  of  the  city  of 
Oxtord,  called  the  Ma  i  d  kn-tower,  was  a  prilon  for  confining  the  proftitutes  of  the 
town. 

(a)  Pity.  (b)  At  ball-  (?)  Rendered  unfit,  or  unable,  to  play. 

(d)  Dazzled  eyes.  ,  (?)  To  tempt,  to  catch. 

(f)  The  ladies  were  ranged  on  the  leads,  or  battlem.  nts,  of  the  caftle  to  fee  the 
play. 

(g)  The  ground,  or  area,  was  drown  with  gravel,  where  they  were  trained  in 
chivalry* 

( h )  At  tournaments  they  fixed  the  fleeves  of  their  miftretTes  on  lome  part  of 
their  armour. 

(/)  Looks.  (k)  Deftroy.  (/)  Favour  with  his  miftrefs 

(in)  Or,  Succefs. 

(«)  The  holtes,  or  thick  woods,  clothed  in  green.  So  in  another  place  he  fays, 
fol.  3. 

My  fpecled  cheeks  -with  Cupid’s  hue. 

That  is,  “  Cheeks  fpeckled  with,  See. 

O  2  The 
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The  wide  vales  («)  eke,  that  harboured  us  ech  night. 

Wherewith,  alas,  reviveth  in  my  bred 

The  fweete  accorde  !  Such  llepes  as  yet  delight  : 

The  pleafant  dreames,  the  quiet  bed  of  reft. 

The  fecret  though tes  imparted  with  fuch  truft: ; 

The  wanton  talke,  the  divers  change  of  play  ; 

The  friendlhip  fworne,  eche  promife  kept  fo  juft:, 

Wherewith  we  pad  the  winter  night  away. 

And  with  this  thought  the  bloud  forfakes  the  face ; 

The  teares  berayne  my  chekes  of  deadly  hewe? 

The  whych  as  lone  as  fobbing  ftghs,  alas, 

Upfupped  have,  thus  I  my  plaint  renewe  ! 

>  \ 

“  C  place  odblifle,  renewer  of  my  woes  ! 

“  Give  me  accompt,  where  is  my  noble  fere  ( b ), 

Whoitn  in  thy  walles  thou  dod  (c)  ech  night  enclofe. 

To  other  leefe  [d),  but  unto  me  moddere  !” 

% ' 

(a)  With  loofened  reins.  So,  in  his  fourth  Aeneid,  the  fleet  is ready  to 
That  is,  to  loojen  from  fhore.  So  again,  in  Spencer’s  Feb ru  ar  ie. 

They  wont  in  the  wind  wagge  their  wriggle  tayles 
Pearke  as  a  peacocke,  but  now  it  avales. 

44  Avayle  their  tayles,”  to  drop  or  lower.  So  alfo  in  his  Dec  km  be*. 

By  that  the  welked  Phebus  gan  a  v  ayle 
His  wearie  waine. — — 

And  in  the  Faerie  Queene,  with  the  true  fpelling,  i.  !.  zx.  QfNilus. 

But  when  his  latter  ebbs  gins  to  a  vale. 

To  vale,  or  avals,  the  bonnet,  ,-eas  a  phrafe for  lowering  the  bonnet,  or  pulling  off 

the  hat.  The  word  occurs  in  Chaucer,  Tr.  Cress,  iii.  62,7. 

1  / 

That  fuch  a  rainefrom  heaven  gan  avrilk. 

And  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Boethius,  “  The  light  fire  arifeth  into  height,  and 

44  the  hevie  yerthes  availen  by  their weightes."”  pag.  394.  col.  z.  edit.  Urr.  From 

the  French  verb  avaler,  which  is  from  their  adverb  A  v  al,  downward.  See  alfo 
Hearne’s  Gloss.  Rob.  Br.  pi  524.  Drayton  ufes  this  word,  where  perhaps  it  is  not 
properly underftood,  Ecl.  iv.  p.  1404.  edit.  1753. 

With  that,  {he  gan  to  vale  her  head. 

Her  cheeks  were  like  the  rofes  red. 

But  not  a  word  fhe  faid,  &c. 

That  is  (he  did  not  veil,  or  cover,  but  valed ,  held  down  her  head  for  fhame. 

(a)  Probably  the  true  reading  is  vuales  or  walls.  That  is,  lodgings,  apartments, 

See.  Thefe  poems  were  very  corruptly  printed  by  Tottel. 

(b)  Companion. 

(c)  We  fhould  read,  didji. 

'(d)  Dear  to  others,  to  all. 

'  ■  v  '  v  ;  ■  , 

Eccho? 
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Eccho,  alas,  that  doth  my  forrow  rew  (a) 
Returnes  thereto  a  hollow  foundeof  playnte. 
Thus  1  alone,  where  all  my  freedom  grewe, 
Inpril’on  pine,  with  bondage  and  reftrainte. 
And  with  remembrance  of  the  greater  greefe 
To  banilh  th’  lelfe,  1  find  my  chief  relief  (4)-” 


With  Lord  Surrey  flourifhed  Sir 
Thomas  W yatt  ;  a  man  of  very 
extenlive  knowledge  and  great  ac¬ 
quirements,  but  as  a  poet,  in  our 
author’s  opinion,  much  inferior 
to  the  former. 

The  limits  of  this  fhort  account 
will  not  allow  us  to  fpeak  of  all 
the  various  writers,  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Warton,  were  in  efteem 
about  this  time.  Moil  of  their 
works  are  contained  in  a  mifceila- 
neous  collection,  of  which  he  gives 
a  particular  account.  However, 
for  the  following  reafons,  which 
our  author  himlelf  gives,  it  may 


not  be  thought  improper  to  infert 
here  the  firft  Englilh  paftoral. 
He  fays,  t(  From  the  fame  collec¬ 
tion,  the  following  is  perhaps  the 
firft  example  in  our  language  now- 
remaining,  of  the  pure  and  un¬ 
mixed  paftoral :  and  in  the  erotic 
fpecies,  for  eafe  of  numbers,  ele¬ 
gance  of  rural  allufion,  and  fim- 
plicity  of  imagery,  excels  every 
thing  of  the  kind  in  Spenfer,  who 
is  erroneoufly  ranked  as  our  earlieft 
Englilh  bucolic.  I  therefore  hope 
to  be  pardoned  for  the  length  of 
the  quotation. 


Phyllida  was  a  faire  mayde. 

As  frefli  as  any  flour  ; 

Whom  Harpalus  the  herdman  prayde 
To  be  her  paramou  r. 

Harpalus  and  eke  Corin 
V/ere  herdmen  both  yfere(c)  : 

And  Phyllida  could  twift  and  fpin. 

And  thereto  fing  full  clere. 

But  Phyllida  was  all  too  coy 
For  Harpalus  to  winne  ; 

For  Corin  was  her  only  joy 
Who  forft  her  not  a  pinne(^). 

How  often  would  fhe  flowers  twine  ? 

How  often  garlandes  make 
Of  cowflips  and  of  columbine  ? 

And  al  for  Gorin’s  fake. 

But  Corin  he  had  hawkes  to  lure. 

And  forced  more  the  fielde  (<?)  j 
Of  lovers  lawe  he  took  no  cure. 

For  once  he  was  beguilde  (f ). 
u 

(a)  Pity.  ( b )  FoJ.  6.  7.  (c)  Together. 

(d)  Loved  her  not  in  the  lead.  (<?)  More  engaged  in  field-iports. 

(f)  Deceived.  Had  once  been  in  love. 

O  3  Harpalus 
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Harpalus  prevailed  nought. 

His  labour  all  was  loft  ; 

For  he  was  fartheft  from  her  thought. 

And  yet  he  loved  her  mod 

Therefore  waxt  he  both  pale  and  leane. 

And  dry  as  clot  (<2)  of  clay  5 
His  fiefhe  it  was  confumed  clcane. 

His  colour  gone  away. 

His  beard  it  had  not  long  be  fbave. 

His  heare  hong  all  unkempt  [b)  5 
A  man  fit  even  for  the  grave. 

Whom  fpiteful  love  had  fpent. 

His  eyes  were  red,  and  all  forewatched  (r  }s 
His  face  befprent  with  teares  ; 

It  femde  Vnhap  had  him  long  hatched 
In  mids  ofTis  diibaires. 

#  j 

His  clothes  were  blacke  and  alfo  bare. 

As  one  forlorne  was  he  ; 

Upon  his  head  always  he  ware 
A  wreath  of  wyllow  tree. 

His  beaftes  he  kept  upon  the  hy  11 
And  he  fate  in  the  dale  ; 

And  thus  with  fighes  and  forrows  fhryll 
He  gan  to  tell  his  tale. 

“  O  Harpalus,  thus  would  lie  fay, 
ie  Uunhappieft  under  funne  ! 
tc  The  caufe  of  thine  unhappy  day 
S(  By  love  was  fifft  begunne  ! 

<e  For  thou  w’entft  firft  by  fate  to  feke 
A  tigre  to  make  tame, 

That  fettes  not  by  thy  love  a  leeke. 

But  makes  thy  grief  her  game. 
te  As  eafy  it  were  to  convert 
l(  The  froft  into  the  flame. 

As  for  to  turne  a  froward  hert 
sc  Whom  thou  fo  faine  wouldft  frame. 

Corin  he  liveth  carelefle. 

He  ieapes  among  the  leaves  ; 

He  eates  thefrutes  of  thy  redreffe  (a;), 
i£  rhou  reapes,  he  takes  the  flieaves. 

My  beaftes,  awhile  your  food  refraine, 

(i  And  hark  your  herdfmans  foiinde  \ 
fC  W  hom  fpiteful  love,  alas,  hath  flaine 
i(  i  hrough-girt  (?)  with  many  a  wounde  ? 

^  («),  Clod.  v  (t)  Uncombed.  (c)  Over- watcher!.  That  is 

faer  eyes  were  always  awake,  never  clqfed  by  fleep.  {d)  Labour,  Pains' 

(e)  Pierce  through.  Sokol.  113.  infr. 

His  entrails  with  3  Iaunce  through- girded  quite. 

S(  Q  happy 


I 
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**  O  happy  be  ye,  beaftes  wilde, 

*<  That  here  your  pa  ft  a  re  takes  ! 

“  I  fe  that  ye  be  not  begilde 
“  Of  thefe  your  faithfull  makes  (<2). 

“  The  hart  he  fedeth  by  the  hinde, 

**  The  buck  hard  by  the  do  : 

“  The  turtle  dove  is  not  unkinde 

“To  him  that  loves  her  fo. - * 

“  But  welaway,  that  nature  wrought, 

“  Thee.  PhvHida,  To  faire  ; 


“  For  1  may  lay, 
“  Thy  beauty  all 

Tn  this  part  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Warton  has  inferted  feveral  extracts 
from  ,the  manulcript  Romance 
Ywaian  and  G  a  wain,  written 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth, 
in  order  to  lay  before  his  reader  a 
comparative  view  of  our  language 
during  that  period,  and  this  he 
is  now  treating  of,  and  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  the  better  to  illuftrate  the  re- 
fpective  ages  of  fuch  pieces  as  he 
has  already,  or  intends  to  pro¬ 
duce. 

TheNuTBROWN  Mayde,  and 
the  fatyrical  ballad  called  the 
Tournament  of  Totenham, 
are  by  our  author  claffed  tinder 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
apparently  with  good  reafon,  al¬ 
though  our  antiquarians  have  al¬ 
ways  aferibed  them  to  that  of 
Henry  the  Sixth.  Both  of  thel'e 
pieces,  but  more  efpecially  the 
tirft,  bear  ftrong  marks  of  that 
dawn  of  genius  and  tafte  which 
took  place  during  this  period, 
and  the  language  which  it  exhi¬ 
bits,  is  not  of  that  h^rfh  and  go¬ 
thic  call:  which  characteriles  the 
poetical  performances  of  Henry 
the  Sixth’s  time.  it  is  true  that 
the  Nut-brown  Maid  does  not 
contain  any  of  thofe  claiiical 


that  I  have  bought 
too  deare  !  &c.  (£).” 

images  and  fanciful  conceits  which 
the  introduction  of  the  Roman 
poet?,  and  the'  Italian  models  had 
rendered  lb  abundant  ;  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  Lord  Surrey,  not- 
wirhftanding  he  refined  our  poetry 
on  thele  very  models,  yet  retained 
a  fimplicity  in  his  poems  which 
could  only  be  the  efteCt  of  a  judg¬ 
ment  naturally  chafte  and  correct  ; 
and  it  is  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  whoever  wrote  the  Nut- 
brown  Maid  had,  with  the  fame 
advantage?,  as  good  and  as  pure  a 
tafte  as  Lord  Surrey. 

The  violence  with  which  the 
Reformation  was  carried  on  during 
the  fhort  reign  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  rendered  poetry  fubfervient 
to  its  views  and  interefts,  and  to 
them  alone.  The  character  and 
fpirit  of  our  compofttions  under¬ 
went  a  corifiderable  alteration,  and 
had  not  that  mixture  and  difplay 
of  love  and  gallantry  in  them  whicn 
was  fo  conlpicuous  in  the  writings 
of  the  former  reign.  The  metri¬ 
cal  verfion  of  the  Pfalms  and  of 
different  portions  of  the  fedpture,. 
became  the  only  fubjects  for  the 
mule  :  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament  was 
turned  into  verfe  by  many  of  our 


(a)  Mate?. 


o 


4 


( l )  Fol.  55. 
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reverend  prelates*  and  by  fuch  as 
were  accounted  the  bed  leholars 
of  their  time. 

The  tranilation  of  the  Bible* 
which  even  during  the  reign  of 
Henfy  the  Eighth  was  not  allowed 
but  with  numberlefs  reftriftions, 
was  now  admitted  into  the  church¬ 
es,  and  into  the  hands  of  the  vulgar 
in  general— ‘-The  effect  this  transla¬ 
tion  had  on  our  language,  is  remark¬ 
ed  upon  with  great  judgment  by  our 
author.  He  fays,  f<  1  mud  add 
here,  in  reference  to  my  general 
fubjeCt,  that  the  tranilation  of  the 
Bible,  Which  in  the  reign  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Sixth  was  admitted  into 
the  churches,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
fixed  our  language.  It  certainly 
has  tranfmi'tted  and  perpetuated 
many  antient-  words  which  would 
otherwife  have  been  obfolete  or 
unintelligible.  I  have  never  feen 
it  remarked,  that  at  the  fame 
time  this  tranilation  contributed 
to  enrich  our  native  Engliih  at 
an  early  period,  by  importing 
and  familiarifmg  many  Latin 
words  (tf) 

Thefe  were  fuggeded  by  the  La¬ 
tin  vulgate,  which  was  Tied  as  a 
medium  by  the  tranflators,  Some 
of  thefe,  however,  now  interwoven 
into  our  common  fpeech,  could 
not  have  been  underdood  by  many 
readers  even  above  the  rank  of 
the  vulgar,  when  the  Bible  fird 
appeared  in  Engliih,  Biihop  Gar¬ 
diner  had  therefore  much  lefs  rea- 


fon  than  we  now  imagine,  for 
complaining  of  the  too  great  clear- 
nefs  cf  the  tranilation,  when  with 
an  infidious  view  of  keeping  the 
people  in  their  antient  ignorance, 
he  propofed,  that  indead  of  aH 
ways  ufing  Engliih  ph rales,  many 
Latin  words  fhould  dill  be  pre- 
ferved,  becaufe  they  contained  an 
inherent  dgnificance  and  a  ge¬ 
nuine  dignity,  to  which  the  com¬ 
mon  tongue  afforded  no  corre- 
fpcndent  expreffions  of  fufhcient 
energy (d)” 

We  now  come  to  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  during  the  commo¬ 
tions  ot  which  was  wrote  A  Mir- 

ROUR  FOR  MAJISTR  ATES,  a 

poem  planned  and  chiefly  execut¬ 
ed  by  Thomas  Sackville,  the  fird 
Lord  Buckhurd,  and  Earl  of  Dor- 
fet,  and  which  our  author  fays, 
illuminates  with  no  common  luf- 
tre  that  interval  of  darknefs  which 
occupies  the  annals  of  Engliih 
poetry  from  Surrey  to  Spencer. 
As  we  have,  in  another  part  of  our 
Annual  Regider  (t ),  inferted  Mr. 
Wharton’s  literary  charafter  of  this 
nobleman,  we  ihall  not  dwell  upon 
it  here,  but  only  add  what  he  lavs 
of  the  poem  in  queftion. 

“  About  the  year  1557*  he  form¬ 
ed  the  plan  of  a  poem,  in  which 
all  the  illudrious  but  unfortunate 
characters  of  the  Engliih  hiftory, 
from  the  conqued  to  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  were  to  pafs 
in  review  before  the  poet,  who  de~ 


(a)  More  particularly  in  the  Latin  derivative  fubftafttives,  fuch  as,  divina¬ 
tion,  perdition ,  adoption ,  manifejiation ,  confiolation ,  contribution ,  adminijlraticn 
consummation,  reconciliation ,  operation ,  commumication ,  retribution,  preparation , 
immortality,  principality,  &c,  See.  .And  in  other  words,  jrufirate,  ittexcujable 
transfigure,  concupijcence,  & c.  Sec. 

{b)  Such  as,  IdoloLtria ,  contritus,  holocaufia,  jacramentum,  element  a ,  burnt  la- 
tas,  j  at  isf actio,  ceremonia ,  abfolutio ,  myfierium,  penetentia ,  &c.  See  Gardi¬ 

ner's  propolais  in  Burnet,  Hist.  Ref.  vol.  i.  B,'  id.  p.  315.  And  Fuller. 
Cn,  Hist.  Book  v.  Cent-  xvi.  p.  438.  "  7 

(f)  See  Characters,  p.  14.  of  this  volume. 
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fcends  like  Dante  into  the  infernal 
region,  and  is  conducted  by  Sor¬ 
row.  Although  a  defcent  into 
hell  had  been  luggeded  by  other 
poets,  the  application  of  luch  a 
fidtion  to  the  prefent  defign,  is  a 
confpicuous  proof  of  genius  and 
even  of  invention.  livery  per- 
ibnatre  was  to  recite  his  own  mis- 
fortune  in  a  feparate  foliloquy.  But 
Sackville  had  leifure  only  to  finifh 
a  poetical  preface  called  an  In¬ 
duction,  and  one  legend,  which 
is  the  life  of  Henry  Stafford  Duke 
of  Buckingham.  Relinquiihing 
therefore  the  defign  abruptly,  and 
haftily  adapting  the  clofe  of  his 
Induction  to  the  appearance  of 
Buckingham,  the  only  dory  he 
had  yet  written,  and  which  was 
to  have  been  the  laid  in  his  leries, 
he  recommended  the  completion  of 
the  whole  to  Richard  Baldwyne 
and  George  Ferrers.” 

And,  fird,  within  the  porch  and  jaws  of  hell 
Sat  deep  Remorse  of  conscience,  all  befprent 
With  tears  ;  and  to  herfelf  oft  would  ihe  tell 
Her  Wretchednefs,  and,  curfmg,  never  (lent 
To  fob  and  figh,  but  ever  thus  lament 
With  thoughtful  care  ;  as  {he  that,  all  in  vain. 

Would  wear  and  wade  continually  in  pain  : 

*  .  .  i-,  « 

Her  eyes  unftedfaft,  rolling  here  and  there. 

Whirl’d  on  each  place,  as  place  that  vengeance  brought. 

So  was  her  mind  continually  in  fear. 

Toft  and  tormented  with  die  tedious  thought 
Of  thole  deteded  crimes  which  fhe  had  wrought  ; 

With  dreadful  cheer,  and  looks  thrown  to  the  Iky, 

Wilhing  for  death,  and  yet  Ihe  could  not  die. 

Next,  faw  we  Dread,  all  trembling  how  he  fhook. 

With  foot  uncertain,  profer’d  here  and  there  ; 

Benumb’d  with  fpeech  ;  and,  with  a  gadly  look. 

Search’d  every  place,  all  pale  and  dead  for  fear. 

His  cap  born  up  with  daring  of  his  hair  ; 

’Stoin’d  and  amazed  at  his  own  {hade  for  dread. 

And  fearing  greater  dangers  than  was  need. 

And, 


In  this  induction  jud  mention¬ 
ed,  there  are  many  beautiful,  as 
well  as  grand  and  fublime  parts  ; 
of  the  latter  lpecies  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  a  part  of  it, 
which  Mr.  Warton  has  inlerted, 
and  {peaking  of  which,  he  ufes 
the  following  words. 

“  Our  author  appears  to  have 
felt  and  to  have  conceived  with  true 
tade,  that  very  romantic  part  cf 
Virgil’s  Eneid  which  he  lias  here 
happily  copied  and  heightened. 
The  imaginary  beings  which  fate 
within  the  porch  of  hell,  are  all 
his  own.  I  mud  not  omit  a 
fingle  figure  of  this  dreadful 
groupe,  nor  one  compartment 
of  the  portraitures  which  are 
feigned  to  be  fculptured  or 
painted  on  the  Shield  of  War, 
indented  with  gajhes  deepe  and 
ivide. 
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And,  next,  wkhin  the  entry  of  this  lake. 

Sat  fell  Rk  v  enge,  gnafliing  her  teeth  for  ire  ; 

Deviling  means  how  Ihe  may  vengeance  take  ; 

Never  in  reft,  ’till  fhe  have  her  defire  ; 

But  frets  within  fo far  forth  with  the  fire 
Of  wreaking  flames,  that  now  determines  fhe 
To  die  by  death,  or  ’veng’d  by  death  to  be. 

When  fell  Revenge,  with  bloody  foul  pretence. 

Had  fhow’d  herfelf,  as  next  in  order  fet. 

With  trembling  limbs  we  foftly  parted  thence, 

’Till  in  our  eyes  another  fight  we  met  ; 

When  from  my  heart  a  figh  forthwith  1  fet. 

Ruing,  alas,  upon  the  woeful  plight 
Of  Misery,  that  next  appear’d  in  fight  r 

His  face  was  lean,  and  fome-deal  pin’d  away. 

And  eke  his  hands  confirmed  to  the  bone  ; 

But,  what  his  body  was,  I  cannot  fay. 

For  on  his  carkafs  rayment  had  he  none. 

Save  clouts  and  patches  pieced  one  by  one  ; 

With  flaff  in  hand,  andicripon  Moulder  calk. 

His  chief  defence  againft  the  winter’s  blaft  : 

.His  food,  for  mod,  was  wild  fruits  of  the  tree, 

Unlefs  fometime  fome  crumbs  fell  to  his  fhare. 

Which  in  his  wallet  long,  God  wot,  kept  he. 

As  on  the  which  full  daint’ly  would  he  fire  ; 

♦  His  drink,  the  running  ftream,  his  cup  the  bare 

Of  his  palm  doled  ;  his  bed,  the  hard  cold  ground  : 

To  this  poor  life  was  Misery  ybound.” 

Our  author  compares  Dante’s  mof  ridiculous  and  incongruous 
Inferno  with  Sackville’s  Defeent  nature,  when  incorporated  with 
into  Hell.  They  have  both  for  the  ideas  of  the  antient  claflics, 

their  foundation  the  fixth  book  of  In  treating  the  fofter  pallion3 

Virgil,  and  their  different  modes  Dante  is  incomparable  :  his  de~ 
of  treating  the  fubjeft,  arife  in  a  icription3  are  the  mof  ^natural 
great  meafure  from  the  different  and  graceful  that  can  be  conceiv- 

periods  at  which  they  wrote,  ed,  and  tindlured  with  a  degree  of 

Dante  competed  his  poem  about  fentiment  and  refinement  (for  the 
fhe  year  1310,  and  when  the  1  pi  —  fou.rce  of  which  we  mu  ft  look  to 
rit  of  chivalry  and  romance  was  chivalry  and  romance),  not  eafilv 
at  the  higheft.  it  is  this  fpirit  to  be  found  in  the  bell,  clallical  a  a- 
that  renders  many  of  his  fublime  thors. 

parts  more  fearful  and  terrible  by  Sackville  wrote  about  the  year 
mfufin-g  into  them  an  air  of  mvile-  1557,  when  the  models  of  a.nti~ 
rioufnefs,  and  it  is  the  fame  lpirit  equity  were  better  underilpod  than 

that  often  exhibits  effects  of  the  they  were  in  Dante’s  time,  and 

when. 
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when  they  began  to  have  their 
True  and  genuine  effect.  His  com- 
pofitions  are  therefore  more  na¬ 
tural  and  corredh  although  in- 

'  o 

ferior,  as  there  are  few  but  are  fo, 
in  point  of  fublimity  to  Dante. 
Mr.  'War ton  has  been  particularly 
attentive  to  the  works  of  tliefe 
two  poets,  net  only  on  account 
of  their  intrinfic  merit,  but  alfo 
from  their  being  the  models  which 
Spencer  and  Milton  afterwards  ftu- 
died  with  great  attention. 

During  this  reign  feveral  criti¬ 
cal  and  rhetorical  works  were  pub- 
lifhed,  and  the  cultivation  of  our 
language  began  to  be  attended  to 
by  men  of  learning. — The  pedan¬ 
try  of  treating  all  l'ubjects  in  the 
Latin  tongue  was  firft  broke 
through  by  the  Toxophilur  of 
Roger  Afkam  in  Englifb,  and  by 
fome  regular  fyfteitis  of  logic  and 
rhetoric  in  the  fame  language,  by 
Thomas  Wilfon,  in  1553,  tutor 
to  Henry  and  Charles  Brandon, 
Dukes  of  Suffolk,  afterwards  fe- 
cretary  of  Irate  and  privy  counlel- 
lor.  We  fhall  not  attempt  to 
follow  our  author  through  a  regu¬ 
lar  account  of  the  writers  of  thefe 
times,  contenting  ourfelves  with 
remarking  only  upon  the  more 
grand  and  decifive  periods  of  the 
improvement  of  our  poetry. 

In  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth’s 
reign  appeared  the  play  of  Go  li¬ 
no  buc,  written  by  the  fame  Lord 
Buckhurft  we  have  before  fpoken 
of.  As  this  is  the  fir  ft  regular 
tragedy  in  our  language,  our  au¬ 
thor  has  given  it  an  attention  be¬ 
yond  what  it  claimed  as  forming 
a  part  Gf  his  fyftem  .*  the  charac¬ 
ter  he  gives  of  it  is  as  follows. 

<c  That  this  tragedy  was  never 
a  favourite  among  our  ancefton, 
and  has  long  fallen  into,  general 
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oblivion,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  nakednefs  and  uni  nterefti  nor 
nature  of  the  plot,  the  tedious 
length  of  the  fpeeche%  the  want 
of  a  diferimination  of  character, 
and  almoft  a  total  abfence  of  pa¬ 
thetic  or  critical  fituations.  It  is 
true  that  a  mother  kills  her  own 
Ion.  But  this  uCt  of  barbarous  and. 
unnatural  impiety,  to  fay  nothing 
of  its  almoft  unexampled  atrocity 
in  the  tender  fiex,  proceeds  only 
from  a  brutal  principle  of  fudden 
and  impetuous  revenge.  It  is 
not  the  confequenCe  of  any  deep 
machination,  nor  is  it  founded  in 
a  proper  preparation  of  previous 
circumftances.  She  is  never  be¬ 
fore  introduced  to  our  notice  as  a 
wicked  or  defigming  character. 
She  murthers  her  ion  Porrex,  be- 

caufe  in  the  commotions  of  a  civil 

* 

dufention,  in  felf-defence,  after 
repeated  provocations,  and  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  bafeft  in¬ 
gratitude  and  treachery,  he  had 
llain  his  rival  brother,  not  without 
the  deepeft  compunction  and  re- 
morfe  for  what  he  had  done.  A 
mother  murthering  a  fon  is  a  faCfc 
which  muft  be  received  with  hor¬ 
ror  ;  but  it  required  to  be  com¬ 
plicated  with  other  motives,  and. 
prompted  by  a  co-operation  of 
other  caufes,  to  roufe  our  atten¬ 
tion,  and  work  upon  our  paffions. 
I  do  not  mean  that  any  other  mo¬ 
tive  could  have  been  found,  to 
palliate  a  murther  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture.  Yet  u  was  pollible  to 
heighten  and  to  divide  the  diftrefs, 
by  rendering  this  bloody  mother, 
under  the  notions  of  human  frail¬ 
ty,  an  objeftof  our  companion  as 
well  as  of  our  abhorrence.  But 
perhaps  thefe  artifices  were  not 
yet  known  or  wanted.  The  ge¬ 
neral  ftory  of  the  play  is  great  in 

its 
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its  political  confequences  ;  and 
the  leading  incidents  are  import¬ 
ant,  but  not  lufficiently  intricate 
to  awaken  our  curiofity,  and  hold 
us  in  fufpence.  Nothing  is  per¬ 
plexed  and  nothing  unravelled. 
The  oppofition  of  interefls  is  fuch 
as  does  not  affedt  our  nicer  feel¬ 
ings,  In  the  plot  of  a  play,  our 
pleafure  aril'es  in  proportion  as 
our  expectation  is  excited. 

Yet  it  mull  be  granted,  that  the 
language  of  Gordobuc  has  great 
purity  and  perfpicuity ;  and  that 
it  is  entirely  free  from  that  tumid 
phrafeologv,  which  does  not  feem 
to  have  taken  place  till  play-writ¬ 
ing  had  become  a  trade,  and  our 
poets  found  it  their  interefl  to 
captivate  the  •  multitude  by  the 
faife  fubiime,  and  by  thole  ex- 
aggerated  imageries  and  pedantic 
metaphors,  which  are  the  chief 
blemilhes  of  the  fcenes  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  and  which  are  at  this  day 
miflaken  for  his  capital  beauties 
by  too  many  readers.  Here  alfo 
we  perceive  another  and  a  thong 
reafon  why  this  play  was  never 
popular.” 

This  tragedy,  coming  out  of 
the  hands  of  a  man  of  fuch  repu¬ 
tation  and  abilities  as  Lord  Buck- 
hurfl,  wa&  immediately  followed 
by  Englifh  translations  of  the  Jo- 
cafla  of  Euripedes,  by  George 
Gafcoiga  and  Francis  Kilwen- 


merfb,  both  of  Gray  VInn,  and  of 
the  Ten  Tragedies  of  Seneca;,- 
by  different  hands.  The  antient 
drama  was  by  thefe  means  intro¬ 
duced  and  laid  open  to  our  an- 
cellors,  and  it  mull  be  confefled 
that  many  parts  of  their  tranfla- 
tions,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
quotations  Mr.  Warton  has  given 
us,  appear  to  have  confiderable 
merit.  Befides  the  antient  drama, 
almoft  all  the  claffical  poets  whe¬ 
ther  Greek  or  Roman  were  tran- 
flated  into  our  language  during 
this  reign.  The  verlions  of  Ho¬ 
mer,  Mufseus,  Virgil,  Horace,, 
Ovid,  and  Martial  appeared  in 
Englifh  before  the  year  1560; 
theie,  fays  our  author,  “  while 
they  contributed  to  familiarize 
the  ideas  of  the  antient  poets  to 
Englifh  readers,  improved  our 
language  and  verfifkation ;  and 
that  in  a  general  view  they  ought 
to  be  coniidered  as  valuable  and 
important  acceilions  to  the  flock  of 
our  poetical  literature.  Thefe 
were  the  daffies  of  Shakefpear.” 

From  amongfl  the  various  ex¬ 
tracts  Mr.  Warton  has  given  us  of 
the  tranflations  in  quellion,  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  our  reader 
the  following  one  from  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  Athamas  and  Ino  in 
the  fourth  Book  of  Ovid,  by  Ar¬ 
thur  Golding. 


6t  The  furious  fiend  Tifiphone,  doth  cloth  her  out  of  hand. 

In  garment  flreaming  gory  blood,  and  taketh  in  her  hand 
A  burning  creffet  (<z)  ileept  in  blood,  and  girdeth  her  about 
With  wreathed  fnakes,  and  lo  goes  forth,  apd  at  her  going  out, 
Feare,  terror,  griefe,  and  penfmenelfe,  for  company  fhe  tooke. 
And  alfo  madnelfe  with  his  Haight  and  gaflly-flaring  looke. 
Within  the  houfe  of  Athamas  no  fooner  foote  fne  let. 

But  that  the  poftes  began  to  quake,  and  doores  looke  black  as  iet. 


{a)  A  torch.  The  word  is  ufed  by  Milton. 


The 
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The  funne  withdrew**  him  :  Athamas  and  eke  his  wife  were  call: 

With  ougly  fightes  in  fuch  a  feare,  that  out  of  doores  agall 
Prhey  would  have  fled.  There  flood  the  fiend,  and  itopt  their  paf-* 
l'age  out"; 

And  fplaying  (<2)  foortli  her  filthy  armes  heknit  with  fnakes  about. 

Did  toife  and  waue  her  hateful  head.  The  fwarme  offcaled  fnakes 
Did  make  an  yrkfome  noyce  to  heare,  as  fhe  her  treffes  {hakes. 

About  her  fhoulcfers  l'ome  did  craule,  fome  trayling  down  her  brefl:. 

Did  hi  lie,  and  fpit  out  poifon  greene,  and  fpirc  with  tongues  inleft. 
Then  from  amid  her  haire  two  fnakes,  with  venymd  hand  fhe  drew. 

Of  which  fhe  one  at  Athamas,  and  one  at  Ino  threw. 

The  fnakes  did  craule  about  their  brefls,  infpiring  in  their  heart 
Moil  grieuous  motions  of  the  minde  :  the  body  had  no  fmart 
Of  any  wound  :  it  was  the  minde  that  felt  the  cruell  flinges. 

A  poyfon  made  in  fyrup-wife,  fhe  all'o  with  her  brings. 

The  filthy  fome  of  Cerberus,  the  calling  of  the  fnake 
Echidna,  bred  among  the  fennes,  about  the  Stygian  lake. 

Defire  of  gadding  forth  abroad,  Forgetfulnefs  ot  minde. 

Delight  in  mifehiefe,  Woodnelfe  (£),  Tears,  and  Purpofe  whole  ipr 
clinde 

To  cruell  murther :  all  the  which,  fhe  did  together  grinde. 

And  mingling  them  with  new-fhed  blood,  fhe  boy  led  them  in  brafle. 

And  flird  them  with  a  hemlock  flalke.  Now  while  that  Athamas 
And  Ino  flood,  and  quakt  for  feare,  this  poyfon  ranke  and  fell 
She  turned  into  both  their  brefls,  and  made  their  hearts  to  fwell. 

Then  whifking  often  round  about  her  head,  her  balefull  brand. 

She  made  it  foone,  by  gathering  winde,  to  kindle  in  her  hand. 

Thus,  as  it  were  in  triumph- wife,  accomplifhing  her  heft. 

To  dufkie  Pluto’s  emptie  realme,  fhe  gets  her  home  to  reft. 

And  putteth  off  the  fnarled  fnakes  that  girded-in  her  brefl.'” 


The  loves  of  Hero  and  Leander 
aferibed  to  Mufaeus,  and  the  firft 
book  of  Lucan,  were  tranflated  by 
Chriftopher  Marlowe,  the  con-r 
temporary  of  Shakefpear,  and  a 
dramatic  poet  of  great  reputation. 
He  was  alfo  the  author  of  many 
beautiful  fonnets,  and  of  that  re^ 
markable  one  called  the  PaJJionate 
Shepherd  to  his  Lovey  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  *  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Windfor.” 

“  That  Marlowe,  (our  author 


obferves)  was  admirably  qualified 
for  what  Mr.  Mafon,  with  a  happy 
and  judicious  propriety,  calls 
pure  poetry,  will  appear  from 
the  following  paffage  of  his  for¬ 
gotten  tragedy  of  Edward  the 
second,  written  in  the  year  1590. 
and  firft  printed  in  1598.  The 
higheft  entertainments,  then  in 
fafhion,  are  contrived  for  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  the  infatuated  Edward, 
by  his  profligate  minion  Piers  Ga« 
vefton. 


I  mud  haue  wanton  poets,  pleafant  wits. 
Muflcians,  that  with  touching  of  a  firing 

(a)  Difplaying.  (£)  Madnefc. 


May 
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May  drawe  the  plyant  king  which  way  I  pleafe. 
Mufic  and  poetry  are  his  delight  ; 

T  herefore  i ’ll  have  Italian  mafques  by  night. 

Sweet  fpeeches,  comedies,  and  pleafmg  (hewes. 

And  in  day,  when  he  (had  walk  abroad. 

Like  (ylvan  Nymphs  my  pages  (hall  be  clad. 

My  men  like  Satyrs,  grazing  on  the  lawnes. 

Shall  with  their  goat-feet  dance  the  antick  hay. 
Sometimes  a  Louely  Boy,  in  Dian’s  (nape  ( a ), 

With  hairs  that  giides  the  water  as  it  glides, 

Crownets  of  pearle  about  his  naked  armes. 

And  in  his  fportfull  handes  an  oliue-tree, 

*  #  *  *  #  #  * 

Shall  bathe  him  in  a  Spring:  and  there  hard  by. 

One,  lyke  Acteon,  peeping  through  the  groue. 

Shall  by  the  angry  goddefs  be  transform’d. - - 

Such  thinges  as  thefe  bed  pleafe  his  majedie.” 


The  Iliad  of  Homer  was  tram* 
Hated  by  George  Chapman,  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  this  reign. 
Mr.  Warton’s  account  of  this 
no et  is  as  follows. 

‘‘  In  the  Preface,  he  declares 
that  the  lad  twelve  books  were 
tranflated  in  fifteen  \\  eeks  :  yet 
with  the  advice  cf  his  learned  and 
valued  friends,  Mafter  Robert 
Hews  (/$),  and  Majier  Harriots. 
It  is  certain  that  the  whoie  per¬ 
formance  betrays  the  negligence 
oi  hade.  He  pays  his  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  his  “  mod  ancient, 
learned,  and  right  noble  friend, 
t£  Majier  Richard  Stapilton  (c), 

4 4  the  fird  mod  defertful  mouer 
in  the  frame  of  our  Homer.” 
He  endeavours  to  obviate  a  popu- 

d  That  is,  a&mg  the  part  of  Diana. 

(£>)  This  Robert  Hue^,  or  Hufius,  was  s 
thematicisi;,  and  publifhed  a  tract  in  Latin 
orhpr  pieces  in  that  way.  There  was  alio 
of  the  Englifh  and  Perfic.  See  Wood,  At  i 
Uni  v.  Ox  on.  Lib.  ii.  p.  2,8$.  b. 

(c)  Already  mentioned  as  the  pubiifher  c 
401.  u  The  fpiritual  poems  or  hymnes  of  ] 
1595.  Reg  i  itr.  St  at  i  on.  C.  fol.  3.  b. 


lar  objection,  perhaps  not  totally 
groundiefs,  that  he  confulted  the 
profe  Latin  verfion  more  than  the 
Greek  original.  He  fays,  fenfi- 
bly  enough,  “  it  is  the  part  of 
(<  euery  knowing  and  judicious 
“  interpreter,  not  to  follow  the 
number  and  order  of  words,  but 
“  the  material  things  themfelves, 
ic  and  fentences  to  weigh  diii- 
“  gently  ;  and  to  clothe  and  a- 
u  dome  them  with  words,  and 
<c  fuch  a  dile  and  forme  of  ora- 
tion,  as  are  mod  apt  for  the 
“  language  into  which  they  are 
“  conuerted.”  T  he  danger  lies, 
in  too  lavilh  an  application  of  this 
fort  of  cloathing,  that  it  may  not 
difpaife  what  it  Ihould  only  adorn, 

I  do  not  fay  that  this  is  Chapman’s 


1  fcholar,  and  a  good  geographer  and  ma- 
on  the  Globes,  Lend.  1593.  8vo.  With 
a  Robert  Hughes  who  wrote  a  DiClionary 
a.  Gxon.  i.  571.  Hist.  AntiQ_uit. 

_  A 

if  a  poetical  mifcellany  in  1593.  Supr.  p, 
tv.  S.”  are  entered  to  J.  Buibie.  Oft.  17. 

fault 
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fault  :  but  he  has  by  no  means  re¬ 
presented  the  dignity  or  the  Sim¬ 
plicity  of  Homer:  He  is  Sometimes 
paraphraftic  and  redundant,  but 
more  frequently  retrenches  or  im¬ 
poverishes  what  he  could  net  feel 
and  exprefs.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  labours  with  the  inconvenience 
of  an  aukward,  inharmonious,  and 
onheroic  meafure,  im  poled  by 
cuftom,  but  difguftful  to  modern 
ears.  Yet  he  is  not  always  with¬ 
out  ftrength  or  Spirit.  He  has  en¬ 
riched  our  language  with  many 
compound  epithets.  So  much  in 
the  manner  of  Homer,  Such  as 
the  Ji ber- footed  Thetis,  the  ftber- 
throned  Juno,  the  triple-feathered 
lielme,  the  high-called  Thebes, 
the  Jaire-haired  boy,  the  fiber- 
flowing  floods,  the  hugely-peopled 
towns,  the  Grecians  na~oy-bound9 
the  Ji  rang— winged  lance,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  collected/ 
Dryden  reports,  that  Waller  never 
could  read  Chapman’s  Homer  with¬ 
out  a  degree  ol  tranfport.  Tope 
is  of  opinion,  that  Chapman  zor 
vers  his  defeCts  “  by  a  daring 
“  fiery  Spirit  that  animates  his 
“  tranflation,  which  is  Something 
“  like  what  one  might  imagine 
Homer  himfclf  to  have  writ 
“  before  he  arrived  to  years  ot 
discretion.”  But  his  fire  is 
too  frequently  darkened,  by  that 
Sort  of  fuftian  which  now  disfi¬ 
gured  the  diction  of  our  tragedy.” 
Chapman  a  1  So,  in  the  year  1614, 
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published,  the  Odyffea,  which  he  de¬ 
dicated  to  Carr  c  arl  of  Somerfet. 

in  addition  to  the  ancient  authors 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  tranflations 
of  mod  of  the  Italian  Poets  into 
Englilh,  took  place  towards  the 
clofe  of  this  century.  Ariofto, 
the  tales  of  Boccaee,  Bandelio,  and 
of  other  Italian  authors,  *  were 
tranflated  into  our  language,  and 
became  the  foundation  ot  many 
of  the  works  of  Shakefpear,  Dry- 
den  and  others.  Whatever  could 
enrich,  or  furnilh  with  matter 
our  future  poets,  was  now  fliow- 
ered  down  upon  them  with  un¬ 
common  exuberance.  Our  lan~ 
guage  was  confiderably  improved, 
the  beauties  of  ancient  literature 
were  ftudied  apd  copied  with  fuc- 
ceis,  the  works  ot  the  modern 
claflics,  if  I  may  So  call  them, 
were  laid  open  to  our  anceftors*/  in 
medium  prcjeruntur9  and  finally  our 
poetry  was  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  the  had  neither  contracted 
the  Severity  of  age,  nor  was  So 
much  a  child  as  to  be  pleafed  molt 
with  what  was  molt  ftrange  and 
unnatural. 

As  a  considerable  part  ot  the 
latt  SeCtion  of  this  volume,  con¬ 
taining  a  general  view  and  cha- 
raCter  of  the  poetry  ot  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth’s  age,  is  inlerted  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  our  Regiiler  for  this 
year*,  we  thall  not  touch  upon  it 
here. 
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Retrofpedive  view  of  affairs  in  Europe  in  the  year  1780.  Admiral  Geary 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  channel  fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy.  Eajl  and  W ejl  India  convoy  taken  by  the  combined  fleet s,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz ,  Lofs  fuftained  by  the  Quebec  fleet.  Admiral  Geary 
refigns,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Admiral  Darby,  M.  de  Guichen  arrives  at 
Cadiz ,  and  the  French  fieets  return  to  France.  Great  gallantry  difplayed 
in  various  engagements  between  Britifb  and  French  frigates.  Siege  of 
Gibraltar.  Spanijh  frejhips  deflroyed .  Succefs  of  General  Elliot  in  de¬ 
fraying  the  enemy9 s  works.  Queen  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  the 
armed  neutrality .  Germany,  Eledion  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to 
toe  coadjutorjhip  of  Cologne  and  Munfler,  oppofed  in  vain  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  Correfpondence  between  the  King  and  the  Eledor  of  Cologne  on 
theju'ojed.  Meeting  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruff  a,  at  Mo - 
hi  low  in  Poland,  Proceed  together  to  Peterfburgh,  King  of  Sweden 
vifits  Holland.  Death  of  the  Emprefs- Queen,  and  jome  account  of  that 
great  prince fs.  Quejlion ,  by  torture ,  abolifhed  for  ever  by  the  French 
king.  Great  reform  of  his  houfhold .  Loans  negociated  by  the  court  of 
Mauri  (a.  I  ublic  And  private  contributions  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of  the 
fate.  Humanity  of  the  bifhop  of  Lugo.  Duke  of  Modena  abolifhes  the  In - 
quifition  in  his  dominions. 

CHAP,  II. 

Rptrcfpedive  view  of  affairs  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year 
fate  of  the  hoflile  armies  on  the  fide  of  New  York,  previous  to, 
a.nc  at  the  at  uval,  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  redudion  of 
'~a>  •<?.>  4  o-aai.  Short  campaign  in  toe  Jerfies.  Connedicut  farms. 
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ingflchL  L  n«xpeded  effect  produced  by  the  reduction  of  Charles  Tov.'n, 
in  renewing  and  exciting  toe  fpirit  oj  union  and  refjlance  in  America. 
Great  hopes  founded,,  on  the  expected  co-operation  of  a  trench  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  in  toe  reduction  oj  New  York ,  and  the  final  ex  pul  ft  on  oj  the  Britifb 
forces  from  that  continent .  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrives  from  France « 
M.  de  Ternay,  and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  arrive  with  a  French 
fquadron,  and  a  body  of  land  forces ,  and  are  put  into  poffefion  of  the  for¬ 
tifications  and  harbour  of  Rhode-  [fland.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  blocks  up 
the  French  fquadrcn.  Difpojitions  made  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  attack¬ 
ing  the  French  auxiliaries .  Gen.  IVafhington  p^ffes  the  North  River , 
with  a  view  of  attempting  New  York.  Expedition  to  Rhode  l fland  laid 
ajtde.  Great  difficulties  experienced  by  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez,  in  his 
expedition  to  H  efl  Florida.  Bejieges  and  takes  the  jort  at  Mobille.  Great 
land  and  naval  force  Jent  out  from  Spain ,  in  order  to  join  M.  de  Guichen 
in  the  IVejl  Indies,  function  of  the  hofiile fleets ,  notwit hflanding  the  e forts 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney ,  to  intercept  the  Spanijh  fquadron  and  con¬ 
voy.  Sicknefs  and  mortality  in  the  Spanijh  fleet  and  army ,  with  fame  other 
caufes,  preferve  the  Britifh  iflands  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
they  were  apparently  expofed  by  the  great  fuferiority  of  the  enemy.  Thefe 
caufes  operate  fill  farther  in  their  confequences  ;  which  ajfed  the  whole 
face  and  nature  of  the  war  in  the  new  world ,  and  entirely  fruflrate  the 
grand  views  formed  by  France  and  America,  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  Span  if h  fleet  and  army  proceed  to  the  Havannah  ;  and  M.  de 
Guichen  returns  from  St.  Domingo,  with  a  convoy ,  to  Europe.  Great 
preparations  made  by  the  Americans  for  effectually  co-operating  with  the 
French  forces  on  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Guichen,  IV ajhington*  s  army  in- 
creafed,  for  that  purpofe ,  to  20,000  men.  Invaflon  of  Canada  intended , 
and  preparatory  proclamations  ijfued  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Caufes 
which  prevented  M,  de  Guichen  from  proceeding  to  North  America.  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives ,  with  a  fquadron,  at  New  York .  [13 

CHAP.  III. 

Dreadful  hurricane  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Deflrudion  and  calamity  in  Bar - 
badoes,  St,  Lucia,  Grenada ,  St.  Vincents .  Great  Ioffes  fuftained ,  and 
dangers  encountered,  by  the  Britifh  naval  force  in  thefe  feas.  French 
iflands.  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Hurricane  in  Jamaica. 
'Town  of  Savanna  la  Mar  overwhelmed.  Large  trad  of  rich  country , 
in  a  great  meafure  deflroyed ,  Diflrefjes ,  and  great  Ioffes  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  Bounty  of  the  crown  and  parliament.  Liberal  benefadtons  of 
individuals ,  New  York,  Negociation,  between  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
the  American  General  Arnold.  Major,  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
1  of  the  fcheme ,  Is  taken  in  difguife  on  his  return  from  the  American 
camp.  Avows  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wafbington. 
Gen.  Arnold  efcafcs  on  board  the  V ulture  Jhip  of  war.  V arious  letters 
Written,  and  means  ineffe dually  ufed,  in  order  to  fave  Major  Andre  from 
the  impending  danger,  He  is  tried  by  a  board  of  American  General  Officers. 

Vol.  XXIV,  P  HU 


C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

His  candour  and  magnanimity  on  the  trial:  is  f/ntenced  on  his  own  confef- 

'  fan,  and  the  tejiimony  of  the  papers  which  were  found  upon  him.  Libe¬ 
rality  with  which  he  was  treated ,  ana  his  fenje  of  it.  His  untimely 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unufual  fympathy  which  he  excited  in  the 
American  army.  Gen .  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  britijh 

army.  Pubhpes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation,  dite a ed  to  the  officers  and  j'oldiers  of  the  continental  army. 
Diflrejfes  in  the  American  army,  andjome  of  their  caffes.  [30 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 

War  in  South  Carolina.  State  of  affairs  after  the  battle  of  Camden . 
lnabt  ion  cat  fed  by  the  fickly  feafin.  Sequejiratjon  of  efiates.  Col.  Fer - 
pUjOn  defeated  and  killed  on  toe  Kit ng  s  Mountain .  Gen .  Sumpter  routed 

\ by  Col.  Tarleton.  Brig.  Gen.  Leflie  fent  on  an  expedition  from  New - 
York  to  the  Chef  apeak!  Proceeds  to  Charles  ‘Town,  and  joins  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis.  Gen .  Gr&ene  arrives  in  North  Carolina,  and  takes  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Southern  American  army.  Colonel  Tarleton  difpatched  to 
e  op  off  General  Morgan,  who  advances  on  the  fide  of  Ninety-fix . 

'  Tarleton  defeated'  With'  great  l off.  Unfortunate  confequences  of  the  de- 
jlruaion  of  the  light  troops  under  Fergujon  and  7 arleton.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads.  Leaves  Lord  Raw- 
don  with  a  '  confide r able  force  at  Camden,  to  refrain  the  commotions 
in  South  Carolina,  Vigor But  ineffectual  purfuit  of  Morgan. 
Deft  ruction  of  the  baggage  in  the  Britijh  army.  Admit  able  temper  of  the 
troops.  Mafierly  movements  by  Lord  Cornwallis  for  puffing  the  Ca¬ 
tawba.  General  tVilliamffn  killed.,  and  his  party  routed.  Militia 

furpriffd  and  routed  by  Tarleton.  ’Rapid  purfuit  of  .Morgan,'  who 
notwithstanding  pajjes  the  Yadkin,  and  fecures  the  boats  on  the  other  jide. 
Britijh  army  march  to  Sahjbury  j  from  whence  Lord  Cornwallis  pro¬ 
ceeds  With  the  utmofl  expedition  to  feizc  the  fords  on  the  river  Dan,  and 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia.  Succeeds  in  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  army.  Their  efcape,  by  unexpededly 
faffing  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  'and  hardjhips  of  the 
Britijh  a  ray •  Proceeds  to  Hilljborough.  Expedition  from  Charles - 

'Town  to  Cape  Fear  River.  Wilmington  taken,  and  made  a  place  of 
arms  and  jupply.  Gen.  Greene,  being  reinforced,  returns  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  the  Britijh  army  marches  to  dllem&nce  C  reek.  Skirmi/h  be¬ 
tween  Tarleton  s  corps,  and  Lee' s  Legion.  Greene  falls  back  to  the 
Reedy  Fork.  Strange, >  dejetf  of  intelligence,  experienced  by  the  Britijh 
general  in  North  Carolina.  American  army  being  farther  reinforced, 
Gen,  Greene  again  advances.  love  merits  on  both  jides,  preparatory  to 

the  Battle  of  Guildford .  Account  of  that  \ fever e  and  well-fought  ac¬ 

tion.  Britijh  officers  killed  and  wounded'.  Col.  Webfier  dies  of  his 
wounds.  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  Works  on  Troublejov. e  Creek . 

Lord  Cornwallis  obliged  to  march  to  the  Deep  River,  through  the  want 
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tf  provifions  and  forage.  Neccffities  and  diffreffes  of  the  army,  oblige 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  proceed  to  li timing  ton  jor  J applies.  Unujual  confe¬ 
rences  oj  victory.  [50 


CHAP.  V. 

Expedition  to  F  irginia  under  General  Arnold.  State  of  grievances  which 
led  to  the  mutiny  m  the  American  army.  Penfylvania  line ,  after  a  fcujfle 
with  their  officers,  march  off  from  the  camp ,  and  chuje  a  ferjeant  to  be 
tbeir  leader.  Mjfage ,  and  fag  oj  truce ,  produce  no  fatisj'aclory  anfwer 
from  the  inf  nr  gents,  who  proceed  firjl  to  Middle- Brook,  and  then  to 
Prince-Town.  Meajures  ujed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  profit  oj  this  de¬ 
jection.  He  pafjes  over  to  Staten- [/land,  and  fends  agents  to  make  ad¬ 
vantageous  prop  of  ah  to  the  mutineers.  Propo/ah  for  an  accommodation , 
jounded  on  a  redrejs  oj  grievances ,  made  by  Gen.  Reed ,  and  favourably 
received  by  the  infur  gents  ;  who  march  jrom  Prince-Town  to  Trenton 
upon  the  Delaware,  and  deliver  up  the  agents  jrom  Sir  Henry  Clinton . 
Gri  v vances  reureffed,  and  matters  finally  jettled  by  a  committee  of  the 
congrefs.  Ravages  mhde  by  Arnold  in  V irginia ,  draw  the  attention  of 
tbe  French,  as  well  as  the  Americans ,  to  that  country ,  Gen  H^ajhing- 
tcn  difpatches  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  jorces  to  its  relief  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Cbefapeak,  concerted  by  M.  de  Ternay ,  and  the  Count  Rc- 
chambeau,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  jor  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  cut  off  Gen, 
Arnold's  retreat.  Admirals  Arbuthnot  and  Graves  encounter  the  French 
fleet,  and  overthrow  all  their  defigns  in  the  Chef  apeak.  Lord  Corn¬ 

wallis's  departure  to  PC ilmington,  enables  General  Greene  to  dired  his 
operations  to  South  Carolina.  Situation  of  Lord  Rawdon  at  Camden , 
American  army  appears  before  that  place.  Greene  attacked  in  kis  camp, 
and  defeated.  General  revolt  in  the  interior  country  of  South  Carolina. 
Difficulties  of  Lord  Rawdon  s  fituation ,  notwit hffanding  his  victory . 
Obliged  to  abandon  Camden,  and  retire  to  Nefons  Ferry ,  where  he 
pajfes  the  Santee.  Britijh  pofis  taken,  and  general  hofiility  oj  the  pro¬ 
vince.  Great  havock  made  by  the  Genei*al' s  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Fir- 
ginia.  Extreme  difffculties  of  Lord  Cornwallis' s  fituation  at  F  ilmington. 
Undertakes  a  long  march  to  F irginia',  arrives  at  Peterjburgb ,  and 
receives  an  account  of  Gen.  Phillips's  death,  Arrival  of  three  regiments 
jrom  Ireland  at  Charle s-Town ,  enables  Lord  Rawdon  to  march  to  the 
relief  oj  Ninety-Six.  Gen.  Greene,  having  jailed  in  his  attempt  to  take 
the  fort  by  form,  raijes  the  fege ,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britijh  army, 
and  is  vigoroujly,  but  ineffectually  purfued,  W : orks  at  Ninety-fix  de - 
firoyed,  and  the  place  abandoned.  Lord  Rawdon  marches  to  the  Conga - 
rees  ;  is  dij appointed  in  the  expected  junction  oj  Col.  Stuart ,  and  narrowly 
e [capes  being  jurrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  had  intercepted  the  intelligence 
of  Stuart's  failure.  He  forces  his  way  through  Congaree  creek,  and  it 
joined  bv  Col.  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh.  Gen.  Qretr.e  advances  to  attack 
the  Britijh  army ,  but  retires  again  in  the  night.  Campaign  ckjes,  and 
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fituation  of  the  hofhle  forces  during  the  ftckly  feafon.  Incredible  hardfbips 
fujlained,  and  difficulties  fur  mounted ,  by  the  Britijh  troops  in  the  two 
Carolinas «  [?  2 
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Great  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Spanzflj  feet  in  a  hurricane,  on  its  way  to  the 
attack  of  Wef  Florida .  Is  refitted ,  and  again  proceeds  from  the  Ha - 
•vanna.  Penfacola  invefed  by  fea  and  land.  Gallant  defence.  Princi¬ 
pal  redoubt  blown  up  by  accident ,  which  compels  Governor  Chefer , 
and  General  Campbell ',  to  a  furrender.  IP ef  Indies.  Ineffectual  attempt 
on  the  if  and  of  St.  Vincent.  Dutch  if  and  oj  St.  Eufatius  taken  by  the 
Britijh  feet  and  army ,  under  Sir  George  Rodney  and  General  V aughan. 
Prodigious  booty.  Iflands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba  furrender.  Dutch 
man  of  war  and  convoy ,  on  their  return  to  Europe ,  purfued  and  taken. 
The  Jettlements  of  Dernerary ,  Iffequibo,  and  the  Berbices,  on  the  coaf  of 
Surinam ,  make  a  tender  of  JuDmijJion  to  the  Britijh  government ,  and  are 
granted  favourable  Conditions.  Difcontents,  complaints ,  and  law  Juits , 
cccafoned  by  the  conff  cation  of  private  property  at  St.  Eufatius.  M.  de 
Graffe  arrives  with  a  fleet  and  great  convoy  in  the  IP  ef  Indies  f  rom 
Europe.  Engagement  between  him  and  the  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  Drake ,  in  the  Channel  of  St.  Lucia.  Sir  George  Rodney  departs 
from  St.  Eufatius  to  bppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Ineffective  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  the  Marquis  de  Boutlle  on  the  if  and  cf  St.  Lucia.  French 
tnvafon  of  the  if  and  of  Tobago.  Vigorous  defence.  Public  Jpirit  of  the 
planters.  Surrendered  by  capitulation.  M.  de  Graffe ,  having  ej cor  ted 
a  vafl  convoy  on  its  way  to  Europe ,  proceeds  with  his  feet  to  the  Che/a¬ 
peak .  Sir  George  Rodney  returns  to  England ;  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
fails  with  a  fquadron  to  counteract  the  dejigns  of  De  Graffe  at  th'e  Chefa- 
peak .  s  [98 
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Lord  Cornwallis's  progrefs  in  Virginia.  Paffes  the  River  James ,  and  the 
South  Anna.  P 'duties  detached  to  fcour  the  interior  country.  Arms  and  fores 
defrayed.  Army  falls  back  towards  the  fea.  Rear  attacked  on  the  march 
to  PVillidmfburg.  Action  previous  to  pajjing  the  River  fames.  Lord  Corn - 
wallis  fortifies  the  pofts  of  f  ork  Town,  and  Gloucefer  Point.  Tran  fad  ions 
on  the  fide  of  Nevo  fork,  function  of  the  American  army  under  General 
II  ajhington,  and  the  French  forces  under  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  on  ' the 
W  rite  Plains.  Appearances  of  an  attack  on  New  York,  Staten  If  and,  and 
Candy  Hook.  Combined  army  fuddenly  march  to  the  Delavaare,  which  they 
pafs  at  Trenton,  and  continuing  their  courfe  through  Philadelphia ,  de  rived  at 
the  head  of  Elk.  Expedition ,  under  the  conduCt  of  Gen.  Ar  nold,  to  New 
London.  Defperate  iefence  made  at  Fort  Grifwold,  which  is  taken  by  florin , 
with  confiderable  lofs.  New  London  burnt.  Great  lofs  fuflained  by  the 
Americans ,  in  the  defy  ud  ion  of  naval  fores  and  merchandize.  Sir  Samuel 
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Hood  arrives  off  the  Chefapeak  ;  and  not  meeting  the  fquadron  from  New 
fork,  proceeds  to  Sandy  Hook.  M.  de  Barras  Jails  from  Rhode  Ijland  to 
join  the  Count  de  Grafie.  Admiral  Graves  departs  from  New  York.  M. 
de  Grajje  arrives  from  the  IVeJi  Indies  in  the  Chefapeak.  Engagement  be - 
tween  the  Britifh  and  trench  fleets.  Lord  Cornwallis' s  army  clofely  block - 
ed  up  on  the Jide  oj  the  Cbsjapeak.  C1  he  combined  army  are  conveyed  by 
water  prom  Baltimore ,  and join  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette' s  forces  at  H'il- 
liamfburg.  Pojls  at  i  ork  and  G  loucejler  clofely  invejled.  Siege  t  egu— 
larly  jormed,  and  trenches  opened  by  the  enemy.  Refolution  oj  a  council 
of  war  at  New  I  ork,  to  uje  every  exertion  oj  the  feet  and  army  for  the 
fuccour  of  the  forces  in  Virginia.  Unavoidable  delay  in  refitting  the 
feet.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarks,  with  7000  land  forces,  on  board  the 
men  of  war.  Defences  oj  Cork  Down  ruined,  and  the  batteries  jilenced, 
by  the  Juperior  weight  of  the  enemy' s  artillery .  Take  two  redoubts,  and 
complete  their  fee  end  parallel.  Succefsjul  Jally  The  pof  being  no  longer 
tenable ,  Lord  Cornwallis  attempts  to  pafs  the  troops  over  to  Gloucefer 
P oint  in  the  night,  but  the  defgn  is  fruftrated  by  a  fudden  form.  He  is 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  with  Gen.  IVaJhington.  Conditions. 
The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  arrive  off  the  Chefapeak,  five  days  after  the 
Jur  render.  [  l  i  8 
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State  of  affairs  during  the  recefs.  Confequences  of  the  riots  in  London. 
Caujes  which  led  to  the  dijfolution  of  parliament.  Reflations  of  the 
York  (hire  committee,  and  of  other  affociated  bodies.  Delegates  appointed 
to  attend  in  London.  General  election.  Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
his  committal  to  the  Tower.  Effect  produced  by  his  papers  in  precipitating 
the  war  with  Holland,  (ir  flofeph  Yorke  withdraws  from  the  Hague . 
Manijefo.  Ne’iv  lords  created.  Lari  of  Carlifle  appointed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland.  Meeting  of  parliament.  Debates  on  the  choice  of  a 
fpeaker.  Mr.  Cornewall  chofen.  Speech  from  the  throne .  Addreffes . 

Amendments  propofed,  and  rejeded  in  both  houfes.  Grant  of fe amen.  Vote 
of '  thanks  to  the  late  fpeaker, — To  the  Britijh  generals  and  admiral  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  Debate  on  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifr  to  the  government  of 
Greenwich  hofpital.  Recefs.  " 

i  . 
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Declaration  of  war  againfi  Holland,  and  hofilities  commenced.  Meffage 
from  the  throne.  Debates  on  the  Dutch  war.  Addrefs  moved  by  the 
minifer.  Amendment  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendi/h.  The  amendment 
rejeded  upon  a  divifon,  fecond  amendment  by  Lord  Mahon  rejeded,  and 
the  original  addrefs  pa ffed.  Addrefs  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by 
Lord  (torment  ;  and  ay  amendment  by  the  Duke  oj  Richmond.  Unufual - 
ly  late  debate.  Amendment  rejeded  on  a  divifon.  Two  pro/ejls.  Mr 
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fox's  motion  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  th  go¬ 
vernment  of  Greenwich  Hcfpitah  Amendment  moved  by  the  minifer, 
and  after  much  debate  carried  upon  a  diviforu  Mr .  Fox's  concluding 
motion  evaded,  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the  day .  India  affairs ,  Com¬ 
plaints  againf  the  fupreme '  judicature  of  Bengal .  Two  petitions  f  rom 
India  ;  one ,  from  the  governor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta  ;  the 
ether,  from  the  Britifh  fubjeds  refiding  tn  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  (Jr  iff  a . 
deled  committee  of  fifteen  b  allotted  for,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  the 
petitions »•  l*1^2 
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debates  tin  Mr .  Burk  As  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  lift  eft abl 'if:  ments, 
fiuefiion  for  the  jecond  reading  over-ruled  upon  a  divifon,  and  the  bill 
put  off  for  fix  months.  Debates  on  the  fubjed  of  the  loan.  Mr.  Fox's 
motion  for  omitting  the  lottery  claufe,  refected  upon  a  divifon .  Farther 
debates  and  ftridtires  upon  the  loan.  Another  motion  again ft  the  lottery, 
nvhich  is  again  overruled  upon  a,  divifon.  Mr.  Byngf  s  motion  for  a  lift 
of  fubferibers  to  the  loan,  agreed  to ;  other  motions  rejeded.  Motion  for 
the  commitment  of  Sir  F.  J.  Clerks' s  contradoA s  bill,  over-ruled  upon  a 
divifon .  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  for  refraining  revenue  officers  from  voting 
on  eledions  of  members  of  parliament ,  rejeded  upon  a  divifon.  Debate 
on  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  motion  for  am  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  navy  ; 
motion  withdrawn.  Loan  bill  oppofed  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham. 
Protefi  againf}  it.  Report  from  the  feled  committee  on  India  affairs. 
Debates  on  the  minifler  s  motion  for  a  fecret  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
Caufes  of  the  war  in  the  Carnatic.  M  tion  for  an  amendment,  that  the 
committee  might  be  open ,  receded  on  a  divifon.  Great  debates  on  Sir 
George  Seville's  motion ,  for  referring  the  petition  from  the  delegated 
counties  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ,  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfea 
The  motion  rejeded  upon  a  divifon «  Debate  on  Mr.  Burke's  motion  for 
papers,  tending  to  an  enquiry  into  the  feizuve  and  conffcatipn  of  private 
property  in  the  if  and  of  St.  Enflatius.  Motion  rejeded  on  a  .divifiom  - 
Bill  for  new-modelling  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal.  Vari¬ 
ous  propoftions ,  motions,  ( and  debates,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company .  Debates  on  the  minified s  billi  for  fe  curing  to  the  public 
a  certain  participation  in  the  profits  of.  the  Edfi -India  company .  Great 
debates  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion,  that  the  houfe  do  refolve  if  elf  into  a  coni - 
trustee,  to  confder  of  the  American  war.  Motion  rejeded  on  a  diviforu 
Lord  Beauchamp'  bill y  for  affording  relief  in  certain  cafes  of  difficulty 
produced  by  the  marriage  ad.  Mr.  Fox's  bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
ad.  Mr.  fox's  marriage  bill,  loji  in  the  houfe  of  lords .  Speech ,  from 
the  throne.  [* 1 79 
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